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So Obama spared me
at Thanksgiving. Now I

reak of gas fumes...I can’t
run at O’Melveny Park...
City Hall woes...DWP...

Taxes... Drought...
I’M READY!

City Bureaucracy Shameful

O’Melveny Park Ban
Leaves Track Clubs Benched

By Harold Goldstein, Valley Voice

A  ban on athletic teams and events unfolding at O’Melveney Park has left the Northridge Pacers Track Club Cross 
Country team who use the park confused and frustrated.
 For over 30 years, the Northridge Pacers have regularly used the O’Melveny Park as a home base for practice and 

training. “We share it, we do our thing, we don’t trash up the place and we clean up when we’re done,” says Paul Setta, head 
coach for the Pacers. Jennifer Graves, new volunteer Director for the Pacers, has dealt with much of the onslaught of the ban 
dispute with the LA City Department of Recreation and Parks, and the Granada Hills North Neighborhood Council.
 The dispute started in September 2015, during a pacers’ meet, when Jimmy Newsom, Management Analyst II of the 
Finance Department, LA City Department of Recreation and Parks, hassled the pacers, claiming that it is not a ‘sports park’. 
Based on a rental agreement from the LACDRP, Newsom lives on a residence in the park, and oversees it as a ‘caretaker’. 
More problems arose when custodial workers from the LACDRP locked the gates from the inside, not allowing entry.
 It became evident that O’Melveny Park was deemed to be too small for large events, and a secret agreement was made 
between the DRP and City Hall. No one is sure who made the agreement prohibiting large events at the park.
	 Graves	made	numerous	attempts	to	contact	local	government	officials	about	the	O’Melveny	Park	ban.	She	said	those	
that	did	not	respond	to	many	calls	and	emails	include	Councilman	Mitch	Englander’s	staff,	DRP	officials	Steve	Cline	and	
Mike Harrison, the Board of Commissioners for the LACDRP, Mayor Eric Garcetti and others. Cline did not return two 
calls from the Valley Voice!
 Later, Graves received responses back from Englander’s and Garcetti’s staffers, telling that Cline will follow up. Cline 
informed her that they would have to pay a ‘$25 per hour’ permit fee in order to continue practicing at O’Melveny park for 
the	balance	of	the	season.	The	official	reason	for	the	permit	was	to	“cover	insurance	and	to	appease	Jimmy	Newsom,	since	his	
job	relates	to	finance	and	city	liability.”	
 Although agreeing to pay for the new permit, this is not seen as a long-term solution, as the Pacers are still banned from 
having meets at O’Melveny (and having no alternate site to use for their meets.) 
 Although receiving a letter in the beginning of October from Englander, stating he is pleased to see the situation ‘resolved’, 
Graves got help from cross country coach Leo Hernandez of Monroe High School, who has had similar hassles with the city 
about getting permits for their meets. With the assistance of Hernandez and Monroe HS’s Law and Government magnet 
coordinator, Graves wrote follow up letters to Englander and Garcetti, and started a petition gathering local support.
     *   *   *
 Although Graves agreed to paying the new fee to use the trails at O’Melveny Park, Newsom continues to harass them. 
During one of their practices, he argued they were at the park too late, being past the ‘published time’ for sunset, even though 
there were other hikers and joggers using the park, past its “published closing time.”
  The day after, Graves received a call from Kevin Taylor, West Valley representative for Mayor Garcetti, referring to the 
letter	she	sent	to	Garcetti’s	office.	On	October	22,	Taylor	visited	the	group’s	practice	at	O’Melveney	and	explained	to	Graves	
that he would look into their situation, and “try to help them.”
 The situation got worse when the Granada Hills North Neighborhood Council became involved. On October 28, Mike 
Chibidakis, a member of the GHNNC, informed Graves that the council is proposing to issue a ban on all sports/athletic 
activities at O’Melveny park, reasoning that the Council’s public safety committee wants O’Melveny to be declared as a 
“passive,	nature	park,”	and	not	to	the	issues	of	child	health/exercise,	safety	or	welfare	nor	that	public	parks	exist	for	the	use	
of	taxpayers.	Opponents	are	also	concerned	about	those	kids	being	‘bussed	in’	from	areas	outside	of	Granada	Hills.	
 On November 3rd, the day of the GHNNC committee meeting, Graves’s Pacers and other cross country 
teams protested at the meeting against the GHNNC proposal. Graves was contacted earlier that day by Charles 

Health Threat Feared

Porter Ranch Gas Leak
Could Last for Months

(See related story on page 4)

Southern	California	Gas	Co.	officials	told	county	supervisors	
that it may take several months to repair a month-old gas 
leak that has angered residents in the Porter Ranch area and 

prompted questions about health risks.
 The leak - discovered Oct. 23 by crews at the gas company’s 
Aliso Canyon storage facility – “could take as long as one, two, three 
months”’	to	fix,	said	Jimmy	Cho,	the	utility’s	incident	commander.
 To date, 660 residents have complained to the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District about a rotten-egg smell in the area, 
with some reporting symptoms such as nosebleeds, headaches, 
dizziness, shortness of breath and nausea, according to county 
health	officials.
	 One	resident	has	filed	a	proposed	class-action	lawsuit	against	
the utility and its parent company.
	 SoCalGas	and	public	health	officials	claimed	the	leak	of	Sempra	
Energy methane does not pose a threat because the gas dissipates 
outdoors and is coming from a site over a mile away from - and 
more than 1,200 feet higher than - homes or public areas.
 However, “stopping the leak quickly and safely is our 
company’s top priority,” company spokeswoman Gillian Wright 
told the board, adding that the utility was “deeply sorry” for the 
impact on the Porter Ranch community.
 The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, at 
Supervisor Mike Antonovich’s behest, directed SoCalGas to 
expedite	leak	abatement	and	to	provide	free,	temporary	relocation	
to	any	affected	residents,	according	to	Antonovich’s	office.
  *  *  *
	 Antonovich	called	the	idea	that	it	could	take	months	to	fix	
the problem “nonsensical” and “irresponsible.”
	 The	 utility	 first	 told	 residents	 the	 problem	 would	 be	
resolved in a matter of days and later, weeks.
 “From the outside, it looks like it’s taking a very long time 
and I completely understand that,” Cho said.
 However, the cause of the leak from a storage well roughly 
8,500	 feet	 underground	 was	 still	 unidentified	 and	 hadn’t	
responded	to	traditional	fixes,	Cho	told	the	board.
 The company states it has gotten more aggressive in its 
approach and is now working on drilling a relief well, but 
safety remains a critical concern, Cho said.
	 Experts,	including	Boots	&	Coots	Services,	a	Halliburton-
owned well control company, have been called in to assist.
 Mercaptan, a chemical that is added to the methane to warn 
of the presence of the gas, is the cause of residents’ symptoms, 
according	to	county	health	officials.
	 The	 additive	 is	 “present	 in	 extraordinarily	 low	 levels”	
and causes no long-term or permanent health effects, county 
toxicologist	Dr.	Cyrus	Rangan	told	the	board.	But	the	human	
nose is very sensitive to the chemical, Rangan said.
 Antonovich was skeptical.
 “I, for one, don’t believe that it will have no impact on 
health,” Antonovich said, calling for more study.
 The utility is considering using another food-based additive 
called	Odex	to	mask	the	smell	of	the	mercaptan.
	 However,	health	officials	said	they	were	“skeptical”	about	
such masking agents.
 Antonovich was more adamant, calling that solution “a coat 
of paint” covering up “a poison.”
 Earlier, an oily mist was emitted into the air as crews worked to 
repair the leak, prompting warnings to residents to stay indoors.
 The mist was released about 1:15 p.m. on Nov. 13 as workers 
pumped a heavy brine solution into a leaking pipe in a well that’s 
nearly 9,000 feet deep, according to company spokesman Javier 
Mendoza. It was stopped about 2:45 p.m. and an all-clear was 
given at about 4:15 p.m., he said.
 Some residents remained concerned about methane emissions.
 “Stop saying methane dissipates naturally into the air,” said 
resident Michelle Theriault. “You know it’s a major greenhouse 
gas contributing to global warming.”
	 Based	 on	 fly-overs,	 the	 Department	 of	 Toxic	 Substances	
Control estimates that the emissions from the site amounted to 
25 percent of emissions statewide during the period of the leak, 
according to a representative of the SCAQMD.

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
Happy Chanukah! Happy Chanukah! 
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Trying to navigate your 2016 health 
plan options? We can help.

Facey Medical Group doesn’t sell health insurance but choosing a Facey doctor for your care is easy. We accept most HMO, PPO, Medicare and Medicare Advantage health plans. 
Ask your insurance company how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently contract with, visit our website at facey.com/insurance or call 1-844-MY-FACEY.

W W W. FACE Y.CO M                     1-844-MY-FACEY                       @FACEYMEDICAL

BURBANK • CANYON COUNTRY • COPPER HILL • MISSION HILLS • NORTHRIDGE 
PORTER RANCH • SIMI VALLEY • TARZANA • VALENCIA

PROUDLY SERVING NINE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMUNITIES

Figuring out your options during Medicare’s annual enrollment period can 
be tricky. That’s why we’re dedicated to helping you understand what to do. 
We’ve created three ways for you to find the answers you need:

Speak with a trusted, independent Medicare agent or schedule a 
one-on-one appointment by calling 1-844-MY-FACEY

Research your options online by visiting us at facey.com/medicare 

Attend one of our conveniently located meetings. Reserve a spot for you 
and your friends by calling 1-844-MY-FACEY from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Let us know if you need special accomodations.

Get answers and a free guide to Medicare Advantage 
& Medicare Annual Enrollment!

•

•

•

UPCOMING AEP MEETING 
DATES & LOCATIONS

Burbank
10/29 - 9:30 - 11 a.m.

Mission Hills
10/21 - 3:30 - 5 p.m.
10/22 - 9:30 - 11 a.m.
10/28 - 3:30 - 5 p.m.

Simi Valley
10/20 - 9:30 - 11 a.m.

Valencia
10/28 - 9:30 - 11 a.m.

Call 1-844-MY-FACEY to RSVP or learn 
about additional dates & times in your area!

PORTER RANCH
19950 Rinaldi St • Porter Ranch, CA 91326

 (818) 403-2400
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The Left and the Attack on Paris 
By Dennis Prager

The left’s reactions to the terror attack on Paris are in keeping with its tradition of getting almost 
everything wrong.
	Take	Bernie	Sanders,	 for	 example.	At	 the	Democratic	presidential	debate,	 one	day	after	 the	Paris	

attack, the democratic socialist candidate made this observation about al-Qaida:
 “I would argue that the disastrous invasion of Iraq, something that I strongly opposed, has unraveled the 
region completely, and led to the rise of al-Qaida and to ISIS.”
 That a U.S. senator, let alone a man running for president of the United States, believes that the American 
invasion of Iraq led to the rise of al-Qaida should automatically disqualify him from serious consideration. It is a 
testimony	to	how	many	on	the	left	twist	reality	to	force-fit	it	into	their	ideology.
	 For	the	benefit	of	those	too	young	to	recall	9/11	—	and	who	probably	haven’t	been	told	in	school	that	Muslims	
in	the	name	of	Islam	attacked	America	that	day	—	it	was	al-Qaida	that	attacked	America.	In	other	words,	al-
Qaida, founded in 1988, preceded the American invasion of Iraq by 15 years.
 Take President Obama’s statement on the attack:
 “This is an attack not just on Paris, not just on the people on France, but an attack on all humanity and the 
universal values we share.”
 At best, this is classic left-wing naivete; at worst, it is just nonsense produced by left-wing thinking.
 This was not an “attack on all humanity.” It was an attack on Western liberal values. And it wasn’t an attack 
on “the universal values we share,” since there are in fact few universal values that humanity shares. If humanity 
shared universal values, there wouldn’t be wars, or hundreds of millions of subjugated women, or theocratic and 
secular tyrannies.
 The president offered another piece of left-wing foolishness:
 “We’re going to do whatever it takes to work with the French people and with nations around the world 
to bring these terrorists to justice.”
 This notion of “bringing terrorists to justice” is in keeping with the left-wing denial that we are in a war 
—	specifically	a	war	on	Islamist	terror.	In	war	you	defeat	—	which	usually	involves	killing	—	your	enemy.	You	
don’t bring them to justice; you bring domestic criminals to justice. But for the left, all the world’s Islamist 
terrorists are isolated criminals who by amazing coincidence happen to be Muslim.
 Former New York Times correspondent Judith Miller, who tweeted: “Now maybe the whining adolescents 
at our universities can concentrate on something other than their need for ‘safe’ spaces...”
 Her tweet was in fact entirely apt. She asked that the spoiled immature brats who complain about not 
having “safe spaces” in their universities, understand what real evil is and come to appreciate how incredibly 
lucky and safe they are.
 Finally, let’s not forget what is perhaps the most important of the left’s responses to Islamist terror: 
bringing millions of Muslims from the Middle East and North Africa into Western countries. Thanks to 
Angela Merkel of Germany, Europe will be welcoming nearly a million, and thanks to Barack Obama and 
John	Kerry,	America	is	bringing	10,000	Syrian	refugees	into	America	next	year.	Regarding	which	Hillary	
Clinton said in her debate the day after the Paris atrocities: “The [Obama] administration originally said 
10 [thousand]. I said we should go to 65 [thousand]...”
	 And	U.S.	Secretary	of	State	John	Kerry	said	that	America	will	accept	85,000	refugees	next	year,	most	
of whom will be Syrians.
 Just another week in the life of the left. It is doing nonviolently and internally what Islamist terror is 
seeking	to	do	externally	and	violently	—	dismantle	Western	civilization.
 (JWR contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.) 
  - Jewish World Review

The Unbelievable Sentence In 
Obama’s Paris Attack Statement 

NO ONE Noticed! 
As	the	horrific	attacks	continued	in	Paris,	France,	the	supposed	leader	of	the	free	world	was	giving	a	

statement to the press about it, but there was one little sentence that the media tried to ignore.
Here’s a transcript:

	 “I’m	sure	that	in	the	days	ahead	we’ll	learn	more	about	exactly	what	happened	and	my	teams	will	
make sure we are in communication with the press to provide you with accurate information  – I don’t 
want to speculate at this point in terms of who was responsible for this.”
 Yes, the ditherer-in-chief wouldn’t even “speculate” as to who might have shot at Europeans while 
yelling,	“Allahu	Akbar!”	as	a	part	of	multiple	attack	sites,	which	were	coordinated	for	maximum	carnage	
and terror.
 By this point, the President of France had already called it terror, and an “act of war,”and there was 
very little doubt what ideology had motivated the horrors that were unfolding on television. 
 - The Political Insider

A List of Things Men Do 
Differently Than Women
NICKNAMES
 -  If Laura, Kate and Sarah go out for lunch, they will call each 
other Laura, Kate and Sarah.
 - If Mike, Dave and John go out, they will affectionately refer to 
each other as Fat Boy, D__khead and S__t for Brains.
EATING OUT
 - When the bill arrives, Mike, Dave and John will each throw in 
$20, even though it’s only for $32.50. None of them will have anything 
smaller and none will actually admit they want change back.
 - When the girls get their bill, out come the pocket calculators.
MONEY 
 - A man will pay $2 for a $1 item he needs.
 - A woman will pay $1 for a $2 item that she doesn’t need, but is on sale.
BATHROOMS
	 -	A	man	has	six	items	in	his	bathroom:	toothbrush,	toothpaste,	
razor, shampoo, soap and a towel. 
 - The average number of items in the typical woman’s bathroom is 
337. A man would not be able to identify more than 20 of these items.
ARGUMENTS
 -  A woman has the last word in any argument.
 - Anything a man says after that is the beginning of a new argument.
FUTURE
 - A woman worries about the future until she gets a husband.
 - A man never worries about the future until he gets a wife.
SUCCESS
 - A successful man is one who makes more money than his wife can spend.
	 -		A	successful	woman	is	one	who	can	find	such	a	man.
MARRIAGE
	 -	A	woman	marries	a	man	expecting	he	will	change,	but	he	doesn’t.
	 -	A	man	marries	a	woman	expecting	that	she	won’t	change,	but	she	does.
NATURAL
 - Men wake up as good-looking as they went to bed.
 - Women somehow deteriorate during the night.    
    - Valley Voice, 2015

A Christmas Story
A man	 in	Phoenix	called	his	 son	 in	New	York	 the	day	before	Christmas and said, “I hate to ruin your day, but I have to 

tell	you	that	your	mother	and	I	are	divorcing;	forty-five	years	
of misery is enough.
 “Pop, what are you talking about?” the son screams.
 “We can’t stand the sight of each other any longer,” the father says. 
“We’re sick of each other, and I’m sick of talking about this, so you call 
your sister in Chicago and tell her.”
	 Frantic,	the	son	calls	his	sister,	who	explodes	on	the	phone.	“Like	
hell they’re getting divorced,” she shouts, “I’ll take care of this.”
	 She	calls	Phoenix	immediately,	and	screams	at	her	father,	“You	are	
NOT getting divorced. Don’t do a single thing until I get there. I’m calling 
my brother back, and we’ll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don’t do 
a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?” and hangs up.
 The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. “Okay,” he 
says, they’re coming for Christmas and paying their own way.” 
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CityWatch

Tax Attack! And, More
False Claims and Broken 
Promises from City Hall

By Dennis P. Zine

As we slip toward the end of 2015 and the beginning of 2016, some of our local elected 
officials	are	pushing	for	another	sales	tax	increase.	The	current	9%	sales	tax	rate	for	
the	Los	Angeles	area	is	just	not	enough	money	for	many	in	elected	office.	So,	in	this	

time	of	financial	uncertainty,	they	are	nevertheless	turning	to	the	frustrated,	over-taxed	
LA residents for more money. 
 The National Prime Rate may be on the verge of an increase, possibly in December, so 
some	think	it’s	time	to	increase	sales	taxes	in	Los	Angeles.	You	the	voters	will	decide	if	you	
are	willing	to	support	it.	With	the	minimum	wage	increasing	over	the	next	few	years	to	$15	
an	hour	in	our	region,	some	believe	the	time	is	right	to	hit	us	again	with	another	a	sales	tax	
increase, promising to use the funds for transportation and related projects. 
	 Another	cost	that	is	going	up	is	your	Los	Angeles	DWP	bill	–	increasing	by	4%	as	a	start.	
Since	we’ve	all	been	so	good	at	reducing	our	water	use,	the	DWP	has	been	experiencing	lower	
revenues. They’ve decided that your reward for letting your lawn turn to dirt is to increase 
your	water	rate.	This	will	be	followed	by	more	DWP	rate	increases	over	the	next	few	years	–	
specifically,	$900	million	more	in	power	funds	and	an	additional	$230	million	in	water	revenues.	
In short, you will be paying a lot more for water and power if you live in Los Angeles. 
 The DWP’s voter-approved ratepayer advocate, Dr. Pickle, along with Controller 
Galperin are allegedly watching out for us. But what are they actually doing to protect us 
from these scheduled increases? How can they justify these increases?  If they have published 
or said anything about it, I have not heard or seen it. And on the subject of Ron Galperin, 
the LA Times gave him a C grade in the following categories: Leadership and Effectiveness. 
He did a bit better with “Vision” – a C+. I guess with that kind of report card we should 
expect	more	effectiveness	from	him.	
	 The	property	tax	bills	have	been	mailed	out	to	property	owners.	Many	of	you	may	just	
look at the bottom line and pay the bill – and not pay attention to the individual items listed. 
You	need	to	take	a	good	look	at	where	your	property	taxes	are	going.	
	 A	friend	tells	me	that	his	total	property	tax	bill	for	a	3-bedroom	single	family	home	in	
San Fernando Valley is $11,059.06. 
 Keep this in mind when you are asked to vote for more voter indebtedness. This is 
especially	important	for	those	of	you	on	fixed	income.	If	you	are	on	Social	Security	you	are	
receiving	a	0%	increase	in	your	Social	Security	benefits.	We	are	all	stretching	our	dollars	
while	City	Hall	thinks	they	can	fix	everything	by	increasing	our	taxes	and	fees.
 
 (Dennis P.  Zine is a 33 year member of the Los Angeles Police Department and 12 year 
member of the Los Angeles City Council.)

Neighborhood Council 
Advocates for Residents

on Gas Fumes
By Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

GAS.	Natural	gas.	Methane	and	Mercaptan.	 It	has	been	 leaking	 inexorably	 from	a	
shallow	 leak	 in	 a	well	 on	 the	SoCalGas	Aliso	Canyon	 storage	field	 since	October	
23. The smell of natural gas has permeated Porter Ranch for a month depending 

upon which way the wind is blowing. The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council heard 
complaints about the gas early on and has been working to bring in the right governmental 
authorities to address the leak and to provide information on the leak to the community 
as soon as it becomes available.
 The leak itself is believed to be around 500 feet below the surface of a well that is 
about 8,500 feet deep; hence the term “shallow”. The wellhead is located 1,200 feet above 
homes	and	methane	being	lighter	than	air,	floats	up	when	it	comes	in	contact	with	air.	
Unfortunately, the odorant, mercaptan, is not lighter than air, and it descends into the 
community as the suspected cause of people getting sick with nosebleeds, nausea and 
more. While the methane may not be causing current health issues, the sheer volume of 
methane that has escaped is cause for concern, as it equals one quarter the amount of 
methane emissions in the entirety of California.
 The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council is a board of volunteers, elected by the 
community	and	officially	certified	by	the	City	of	Los	Angeles	to	increase	the	community’s	
influence	with	City	lawmakers	and	departments	and	to	improve	Porter	Ranch.	The	board	
is tasked with representing the community in a neutral manner, which includes everyone 
from	those	who	are	sick	to	SoCalGas	itself.	That	in	and	of	itself	has	been	a	very	complex	
issue, because members of the PRNC live and work in this community and are feeling the 
effects of the gas leak just like the rest of the community. 
 The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council took a leadership position in understanding 
the leak, taking SoCalGas to task, and communicating with the community. A week after 
the leak began the PRNC dedicated its meeting to the gas leak, calling all parties to the 
table	in	front	of	the	public.	This	gave	SoCalGas	and	government	officials	a	chance	to	hear	
the	public’s	concerns	and	questions	firsthand.	At	the	PRNC’s	insistence,	two	parties	who	
had not been part of the response team were present: County of Los Angeles Department 
of Public Health and the State of California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, 
Gas, and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). Up to that time they had not been brought in 
as County Fire had not yet deemed it necessary.

 *   *   *
 The PRNC has been hearing and voicing community concerns about air monitoring. 
They have asked for 24 hour monitoring to provide a more accurate representation of 
methane and mercaptan concentrations in the ever changing wind as a more effective 
measurement tool than the current twice a day monitoring. The Board is further concerned 
about what effects the odor mitigation efforts might have on public health.
 The PRNC took a tour of the SoCalGas facility and has taken efforts to understand the 
gas injection and withdrawal process and disseminate information regularly to residents. 
More	importantly,	the	PRNC	was	the	first	to	ask	SoCalGas	to	provide	claims	information	
and pay for relocating residents suffering health issues resulting from the leak. 
 “I feel we have been doing a great job getting our stakeholders access to SoCalGas 
as well as people that can effect change and give them the answers they need as well be 
an advocate for them. We are all struggling to deal with the impacts of this leak and to 
understand	why	it	is	taking	so	long.	Although	we	are	not	in	a	position	to	fix	the	problem,	
we will continue to give voice to the challenges the community has and is enduring every 
day here in Porter Ranch,” stated PRNC President Paula Cracium.
 It should be noted that most of the board members are fully employed at 
other jobs, but have been spending countless hours working to advocate for the 
community. The PRNC will hold another Gas Leak Forum in place of its annual 
holiday party on December 2, 6pm at the In Christ Community Church, 19514 
Rinaldi St, Porter Ranch. 
 Among the many topics to be discussed is the integrity of the remaining 115 wells in 
the SoCalGas storage facility. PRNC Vice President Pat Pope called this to the attention 
of the County Board of Supervisors, “the wells were put in place over 50 years ago, have 
withstood two earthquakes, and will likely be strained by higher pressures generated 
by the new turbines that are being installed.” The leaking well was inspected just last 
year. This incident shines a light on the validity of SoCalGas’ plan to inspect all the wells 
over	a	six	year	period.	Serious	consideration	may	need	to	be	given	to	a	much	more	rapid	
timeframe	along	with	retirement	and	replacement	of	existing	wells.
 For more information on the meeting and who to contact about the gas leak, see: PRNC.
org. For regular incident updates: https://www.facebook.com/PorterRanchNC 
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Life
Way
Luxury

Where effortless

is a
of

The spectacular estates of Porter Ranch overlook sweeping mountain vistas and breathtaking city lights, creating an awe-inspiring 
backdrop for modern life. All this, yet you’re just minutes from the studios, and a short drive to Beverly Hills and Downtown LA. 
Porter Ranch is where Los Angeles living reaches new heights.

LA’s New Prestige Address

Open daily from 10-5. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers 
welcome. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm applicable features. This is not 
an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770

Design trends, tips, 
recipes – fi nd it all at

TollTV.com

Three neighborhoods of single-family homes 
from the $900s to $1.6 million.

Call 844-790-5263 or visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com
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CityWatchLA

Garcetti, Edwards and 
Ratepayer Advocate 

Pickel: Failing Us 
at the DWP

By Paul Hatfield

J amie Court, president of Consumer Watchdog,	a	national	nonprofit	
interest group, took Mayor Garcetti and Ratepayer Advocate 
Fred Pickel to task for allowing the DWP’s practice of deception 

and resistance to reform to continue unabated, as evidenced by the 
mishandling of the billing system scandal and negligence in the handling 
of	the	controversial	nonprofit	trusts	.
 He did not go far enough. General Manager Marcie Edwards 
and her predecessors are equally complicit.
	 Let	me	focus	on	Garcetti	and	Pickel	first.
 The mayor made DWP reform the cornerstone of his campaign 
in 2013. It appears that Garcetti may rank near the top of D’Arcy’s 
Christmas card mailing list this Holiday season. 
	 Let’s	 examine	 the	 progress	 Garcetti	 has	 made	 towards	
reform……
 If I missed anything, let me know.
 Aside from caving in on the union’s contract demands upon 
assuming	 office	 –	 the	 already	well-compensated	 local	 did	 not	 have	
to	make	any	of	the	sacrifices	other	city	unions	did	in	the	face	of	the	
recession – he then failed to provide any measurable support to Ron 
Galperin’s quest to audit and end the blatant misappropriation of $40 
million of ratepayers’ money.  
 The cash was used to fund highly questionable practices at two 
nonprofit	trusts	jointly	controlled	by	IBEW	Local	18	(D’Arcy)	and	
DWP’s spineless management team, which included former 
GM	Ron	Nichols,	who	did	not	raise	so	much	as	a	red	flag	about	
lack of controls and lavish spending. He, as much as anyone, 
was aware that the DWP’s own safety programs made the 
existence	of	the	trusts	unnecessary.
 Garcetti folded when D’Arcy denied the seating of the 
mayor’s	appointees	to	the	boards	of	the	trusts.		D’Arcy	was	fine	
with the new GM, Marcie Edwards, as a member. Subsequent 
events proved she was a wise choice to advocate his interests 
at the trusts.
 Speaking of advocates and advocacy, what progress has 
Ratepayer Advocate Fred Pickel made towards facilitating 
reform at DWP?
 Allow me to summarize …
 To be fair, Pickel is not an administrator, nor does he 
have	 anything	 resembling	 executive	 power,	 but	 successful	
advocates do not need delegated authority from the top.
	 In	 a	 city	 such	 as	 ours,	 where	 many	 officials	 are	
bankrolled by special interests, an advocate will hit a brick 
wall when dealing with the establishment.  The only chance of 
success is to involve the public…and that takes inspirational 
outreach.  People need to be educated as to what is not 
working, in terms they can understand.
	 The	 only	way	 to	 fight	 gross	mismanagement	 in	 public	
administration is by reaching the hearts and minds of the 
stakeholders, ratepayers and residents in general.  In the 
case of the DWP, we are all affected whether or not we are 
a customer. Only the people can effect change, but they need 
to know why change is necessary. There also needs to be a 
critical mass reached.
 I have no doubt Mr. Pickel has his heart in the right place, 
but he is not assertive. Not even close. If he is more concerned 
about losing his position, he has a moral obligation to step 
down and allow a true advocate to assume his role.
 Pickel would be more effective as an adviser to an advocate 
who truly knows how to communicate with and engage the 
public and the media.
 Now Edwards.
	 To	date,	none	of	her	managers	have	been	fired	for	their	role	
in the disastrous implementation of the DWP’s billing system, 
despite	the	anxiety	and	woe	it	created…and	still	causes…among	
the ratepayers. No customers can assume they will be unaffected 
somewhere down the line. Some customers have been treated 
which disdain tantamount to abuse.
 Edwards has glossed over this, not admitting she failed 
to order her direct reports to pursue disciplinary measures, 
including termination, against those who approved the 
system.  While Price Waterhouse Coopers deserves to pay heavy 
damages, any system, regardless of who developed it, must be 
fully	tested	and	pass	management’s	expectations.
 Failures at DWP will continue if there is no change in key, 
decision-making positions.
 Edwards also sided with Bryan D’Arcy against the audit 
of	 the	 nonprofit	 trusts	 pursued	 by	 Controller	 Galperin.	Her 
progress	 reports	 concerning	 reforms	 at	 the	 nonprofit	 trusts	
are insipid, designed to suppress information about the lack of 
progress. She does not represent the interests of the ratepayers, 
just management’s and City Hall’s status quo.
	 Until	 the	 public	 pushes	 back	 at	 the	 ballot	 box,	 little	
will change.
	 Garcetti,	Edwards	and,	to	an	extent,	Pickel	are	more	interested	
in keeping their jobs.  It’s too much trouble for them to tackle 
reform. They choose to acquiesce to D’Arcy, the union and those 
who	are	beneficiaries	of	the	deceitful	entity	known	as	the	DWP.
  (Paul Hatfield is a CPA and serves as President of the Valley 
Village Homeowners Association.)

Attorney Paid First

Revised DWP Settlement
Said Confusing, Flawed

Los	Angeles	Department	of	Water	and	Power	officials	said	their	customers	would	receive	full	refunds	for	any	
over-payments related to inaccurate bills sent out amid the utility’s bungled overhaul of its billing system, 
under revised settlement terms submitted to a judge.

	 DWP	and	city	officials	said	they	support	the	settlement	-	which	has	drawn	criticism	from	consumer	advocates	
– “because it returns 100 cents on the dollar to every customer affected by our billing system problems.”
 They added that the settlement also “provides every customer a thorough and fair neutral process for 
resolving claims, including the opportunity to have their claims heard directly by the court.”
	 Utility	officials	say	the	deal,	if	accepted	by	the	court,	will	result	in	$44	million	in	over-charges	to	be	credited	
back to customers.
 But consumer advocates critical of the deal say that despite the recent revisions, the settlement terms still 
give DWP too much power to dictate the refund amount.
	 Consumer	Watchdog	President	Jamie	Court	called	the	revised	settlement	“remarkably	flawed,”	and	called	
the claims process it would set up “confusing.”
 Court also lashed back at the DWP’s statements, saying that the attorney who crafted the settlement will 
get his $13 million in fees as soon as the settlement deal goes through, while customers may need to wait until 
2017 or later to get their checks, under the settlement.
 “DWP has no obligation to deliver the refunds and credits until 2017, and possibly 2019,” if there are 
appeals, Court said.
	 DWP	officials	said	the	new	settlement,	which	was	filed	
in court on, includes all 12 revisions requested by Judge 
Elihu Berle. Those changes include putting in signature 
lines	for	class	plaintiff	representatives,	using	six	languages	
on the claims forms, setting up an online claims submission 
system and giving clearer information about the kinds of 
claims ratepayers could make.
 Lead attorneys on the settlement said the latest changes 
should clarify some of the major issues that opponents 
of the deal have raised, including how they would affect 
customers who underpaid, or are receiving back bills, and  

(Continued on page 7)
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T he	night	Jesus	was	born,	God	gave	us	three	extraordinary	
gifts.	God’s	first	gift	 to	us	was	 love—a	profound,	 intense,	
divine love. The almighty Creator of the universe set aside 

His	magnificent	power	and	glory	and	took	on	a	human	form	to	bring	salvation	to	the	world.	
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16, NLT). Jesus washed away our 
sins and imperfections with His perfect love that we may forever be with Him. In His all-knowing 
wisdom, God chose to love us even though we did nothing to deserve His favor or love.

The	night	Jesus	was	born,	God	gave	us	peace—supernatural,	never-ending,	perfect	
peace.	That	night	in	Bethlehem,	shepherds	watched	over	their	flock	of	sheep,	“Suddenly,	the	
angel	was	joined	by	a	vast	host	of	others—the	armies	of	heaven—praising	God	and	saying,	
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those with whom God is pleased’” 
(Luke 2:13-14). Jesus, who is called the Prince of Peace, took the punishment we deserved 
for our sins, to make it possible for us to have unity and peace with God. “Therefore, since 
we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what 
Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us” (Romans 5:1). The inner calm that results from 
confidence	in	one’s	personal	relationship	with	Jesus	is	peace	that	only	He	can	give.	

The	night	Jesus	was	born,	God	gave	us	joy—inexpressible,	overwhelming,	genuine	joy.	
An angel announced to the shepherds, “…Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news 
that	will	bring	great	joy	to	all	people”	(Luke	2:10).	The	joy	the	angel	spoke	of	is	a	true	fulfillment	
that only comes from trust and satisfaction in the Lord. In Psalm 16:11 David wrote, “You will 
show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with 
you forever.” True joy is eternal because it is based on our personal relationship with Jesus 
that	is	itself	an	unending	source	of	joy.	Joy	is	a	sense	of	comfort	and	confidence	experienced	by	
one who knows all is well between himself and the God. Paul wrote in Romans 15:13, “I pray 
that	God,	the	source	of	hope,	will	fill	you	completely	with	joy	and	peace	because	you	trust	in	

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

The Night Jesus Was Born
By

him.	Then	you	will	overflow	with	confident	hope	through	the	
power of the Holy Spirit.”

Amidst	the	hectic	flurry	of	activities	during	this	Christmas	
season, I challenge you to take time to pause and meditate on 
these amazing gifts that God gave us on the night Jesus was 
born. How can we show our gratitude to God? The best way 
to thank God is to use these gifts to bless others. We should 
extend	 our	 love,	 kindness,	 generosity,	 and	 compassion	 to	 as	 many	
people	as	we	can	so	that	they	may	experience	God’s	love	for	them	through	our	
actions. Loving others is evidence of a true believer in Christ. “So now I am giving you 
a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your 
love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples” (John 13:34-35).

Peace can only be achieved and found through seeking a personal relationship with Jesus. 
“Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for those who are not holy will 
not see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). To anyone that claims to follow Jesus, we should “…let the peace 
that comes from Christ rule in your hearts” (Colossians 3:15). God’s peace is humbling peace because 
it brings underserved favor and humility to our lives. Jesus himself said, “God blesses those who work 
for peace, for they will be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9). Paul echoed a similar sentiment 
in 2 Corinthians 13:11, “…Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and 
peace. Then the God of love and peace will be with you.”

Lastly,	we	need	to	“Shout	joyful	praises	to	God…”	(Psalm	66:1),	so	that	others	may	experience	
God’s	promise	of	a	fulfilling	life	of	“…goodness	and	peace	and	joy…”	(Romans	14:17).	Genuine	joy	
cannot	be	found	inside	busy	malls	or	on	a	mountain	of	expensive	presents.	Christmas	is	perhaps	one	
of the single greatest opportunities to speak about Jesus during an entire year, giving us an open door 
to	explain	the	reason	for	the	season!	This	Christmas,	how	about	inviting	your	family,	friends	and	
neighbors to fellowship with you at home or at church? Or better yet, tell them the amazing story 

about the gifts God gave us on the night Jesus was born.
Edited by Carmencita F. Davino, Ph.D - (Dudley Rutherford 

is the senior pastor of the 10,000-member Shepherd Church 
in Porter Ranch. You can connect with Dudley online at www.
WallsFallDownBook.com or on Twitter @pastordudley)
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Believe This...!

Believe in G_d?
Believe in Bible?

In	chapter	23	of	Genesis,	we	 read	of	 the	first	 tract	 in	 the	
Land of Israel to enter into Jewish possession.

Sixty	years	earlier,	Gd	had	told	Abraham:	“The	entire	
land that you see, I will give to you and your descendants 
forever . . . Arise and traverse the land, in its length and in its 
breadth, for to you I shall give it” (Genesis13:15,17). But this 
was a promise concerning the future; the land was not yet his, 
and Abraham took care not to even allow his sheep to graze 
on Canaanite property. (Indeed, this was the cause of the split 
between	Abraham	and	his	nephew	Lot—see	Rashi	on	Genesis 
13:7.)	The	first	part	of	the	land	of	Israel	to	belong	to	the	Jewish	
people	in	the	actual	and	legal	sense	was	the	“Machpelah	field	
and its cave” in the heart of Hebron, which Abraham purchased 
from Ephron the Hittite.

As our sages point out, there are three parts of Israel 
over which the Jewish right of ownership is most powerfully 
established. Even one who denies the divine promise quoted 
above—and	 reiterated	 by	 Gd	 tens	 of	 times	 throughout	 the	
Bible—cannot	contest	the	Jewish	right	over	theTemple	Mount	
in Jerusalem, purchased by King David from Aravnah the 
Jebusite (as related in the closing verses of II Samuel); the section 
of Shechem (Nablus) purchased by Jacob from the family of the 
Canaanite ruler Hamor (Genesis 33:19); and the Machpelah 
field	of	Hebron,	of	which	we	read:

And Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had 
named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels 
of silver in negotiable currency . . .

Then	Abraham	buried	Sarah	his	wife	in	the	cave	of	the	field	of	
Machpelah before Mamre, that is Hebron, in the land of Canaan.

The Torah recounts the Ephron-Abraham sale in great 
detail,	 including	 the	 sum	 of	 the	 purchase	 price—four	 hundred	
silver	 shekels.	 Based	 on	 this	 figure,	 the	 thirteenth-century	 sage	
Rabbi Yitzchak bar Yehudah (author of Paaneach Raza) makes 
an interesting calculation. According to Leviticus 27:16, the value 
of land in biblical times was 50 silver shekels for a beit kor, or 
75,000 squareamot (cubits). Thus, the area purchased by Abraham 
was eight beit kor, or 600,000 square cubits. A square cubit is the 
approximate	area	occupied	by	an	upright	human	being.

The generation of Jews which left Egypt and received 
the Torah at Mount Sinai numbered some 600,000 heads of 
households. Our sages tell us that the Jewish nation consists of 
600,000 souls, and that the soul of every Jew who ever lived is an 
offshoot of one of these 600,000 “general” souls. Thus the Torah 
contains 600,000 letters (counting the spaces between letters), 
for each Jew possesses something of the Torah.

The same is true of the Land of Israel. Israel is the eternal 
inheritance of the Jewish people, equally the property of every 
individual	Jew.	And	so	it	has	been	from	the	very	first	moment	of	
Jewish	ownership	of	the	Holy	Land:	the	first	plot	of	land	obtained	
by	the	first	Jew	included	a	share	for	every	Jewish	soul.

 - Chabad
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Gimmick a Flop

City Audit on Cash for Grass
Is a Drop in the Bucket

More	than	$30	million	in	financial	incentives	offered	by	the	Department	of	Water	and	
Power	to	encourage	residents	to	replace	their	turf	lawns	or	install	water-efficient	
appliances had a relatively small effect on residents’ overall conservation efforts 

over	the	past	fiscal	year,	according	to	an	audit.
	 Residents	who	conserved	without	taking	advantage	of	any	financial	incentives	accounted	
for 88 percent of the city’s drop in per-capita water use, according to the report by City 
Controller Ron Galperin, who said the DWP should re-focus its incentive programs.
 According to the audit, the DWP spent $17.8 million on rebates for residents and businesses 
to	rip	out	turf	lawns,	and	$14.9	million	on	rebates	for	installing	high-efficiency	appliances.
 Auditors found that all of DWP’s incentive programs combined resulted in a per-capita 
drop	in	water	use	of	2.6	gallons	per	day	between	the	2013-14	and	2014-15	fiscal	years.	During	
that same period, however, the city’s overall daily per-capita water use dropped by 22 gallons 
per	day	--	meaning	the	residents	who	were	not	given	any	financial	incentives	accounted	for	88	
percent of the city’s conservation effort.
	 “If	money	 is	no	object,	 turf	replacement	rebates	are	a	relatively	expedient	way	 to	save	
water,” Galperin said. “But, of course, money is an object.”
 Galperin said the turf-replacement program, which ranked the lowest in cost-
effectiveness, did have value as a “gimmick,” by generating publicity and raising 
awareness of the need for conservation.
 LADWP’s water system manager, Marty Adams, said the audit shows the utility “has 
certainly made smart investments in water conservation.”
 “Every gallon conserved each day by Angelenos collectively saves 4 million gallons of 
water per day, 4,500 acre feet per year and $2.7 million annually,” he said. “That is $27 million 
over	10	years.	Based	on	these	savings	identified	by	the	controller,	LADWP	has	certainly	made	
smart investments in water conservation.”
	 DWP	officials	also	said	the	programs	have	been	successful	in	both	the	short	and	long	term.	
There	may	be	``market	saturation’’	and	the	existing	water	savings	programs,	mostly	geared	
toward indoor water use, have become less effective, while the turf replacement program was 
helpful	in	expanding	into	outdoor	water	conservation	opportunities,	according	to	the	utility.

The	air	quality	agency	has	filed	a	notice	of	public	nuisance	against	the	utility.
	 Antonovich	said	he	thought	fines	against	SoCalGas	could	amount	to	as	much	as	$250,000	
a day, though the SCAQMD spokesman, who cautioned that he wasn’t a lawyer for the group, 
said he thought the daily limit might be $75,000.
 Antonovich, who is a member of the SCAQMD governing board, said he would work to 
direct that money to aid the Porter Ranch community.
 At Valley Voice press time, Wright said 259 households have asked to be relocated until the 
leak	is	fixed.	Sixty-seven	have	been	placed	in	temporary	housing	to	date.
 Two outside agencies have been helping to speed placements and two more have just been 
brought on.
 “Our goal is to get them placed within 24 hours of their initial request,” Wright said. 
 Mendoza told the Valley Voice that those who want to avail themselves of temporary 
accommodations, medical issues, including meals and mileage reimbursement, were directed to 
visit the utility’s website at www.socalgas.com or call 404-497-6808 or 213-244-5151, 24 hours.
 Last month, the L.A. City Council passed a motion by local Councilman Mitchell Englander 
to meet with the gas company. To date, no meeting has been scheduled.
	 William	Gandsey	filed	the	proposed	suit,	alleging	negligence	and	both	public	and	private	
nuisance.	He	seeks	unspecified	damages.
	 He	 says	 his	 home	 has	 been	 “physically	 invaded	 by	 gases,	 chemicals,	 noxious	 odors,	
pollutants and contaminants” from the facility.

Porter Ranch Gas Leak Could Last for Months
(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 5)
may actually need to pay back the utility.
 Customers who are back-billed would still retain the ability to challenge the DWP’s 
right to ask for money they failed to bill for earlier, according to Attorney Tom Merriman, of 
Landskroner Grieco Merriman.
	 Merriman	said	that	DWP	customers	would	also	be	 informed	of	their	“pre-identified	
amount of their recovery’’ before deciding whether they want to opt out of the settlement, 
under the revised terms.
 The revised terms also clarify that claims will be reviewed by a “special master” whose 
decision needs the ultimate approval of the court, according to Merriman.

Revised DWP Settlement Said Confusing, Flawed
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11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345

Putting DWP On Notice: No $1.4 Billion
Rate Increase Without Complete Transparency

By Jack Humphreville

Swastikas Everywhere

UC Fails in
Controlling Hatred
As the University of California (UC) continues to grapple 

with how to address the recent rise of anti-Semitism 
on campus, AMCHA Initiative unveils a website that 

chronicles	the	personal	accounts	of	Jewish	students’	experiences	
of anti-Semitism at UC.
 AMCHA created the website at the behest of UC Jewish 
students.  Many students reported not being able to attend 
the UC Regents working group public forum on this issue in 
October but wanted a way to have input into the Statement 
Against Intolerance being developed by the Regents.  More than 
70 students have already submitted testimonials.  A complete list 
of student quotes to date can be viewed.  More are being added 
regularly.  The website will remain open to students who would 
like	to	share	experiences.
 “While those opposed to adopting the State Department 
definition	 of	 anti-Semitism	 at	 UC	 claim	 students	 cry	 anti-
Semitism when it’s only criticism of Israel, these testimonials 
demonstrate unequivocally that all Jewish students are targeted, 
regardless of their feelings on Israel, and that anti-Israel and BDS 
campaigns have gone far beyond scholarly debate and criticism 
directly into hate and anti-Semitism,” stated Leila Beckwith, 
AMCHA co-founder and a UCLA emeritus professor.
	 UC	 has	 experienced	 many	 incidents	 of	 anti-Jewish	
discrimination of late.  Recently, swastikas and “F*** Jews” 
were carved into two cars and tires were slashed on multiple 
vehicles at UC Davis and a female Jewish student at UC 
San Diego was followed and harassed by a male SJP student 
who yelled “racist Zionist cow” at her. Last year, swastikas 
were spray-painted on a Jewish fraternity after fraternity 
brothers spoke against divesting from Israel, “grout out the 
Jews” and “Hitler did nothing wrong” was carved into school 
property after contentious BDS campaigns, a Hillel event for 
the LGBT community was protested and disrupted by anti-
Israel	 students	 and	 faculty,	 flyers	 blaming	 Israel	 AND	 all	
Jews for 9/11 were plastered on campus and a Jewish student 
running	 for	 office	 was	 questioned	 about	 her	 eligibility	 by	
anti-Israel activists simply because of her religion. UC Jewish 
students report feeling afraid to tell fellow students they are 
Jewish, walk to the Hillel house for Sabbath dinner and wear 
a Jewish star necklace. Many report being bullied, harassed, 
intimidated and assaulted.
 In September the Regents formed a working group to 
address the rise of anti-Semitism on campus and develop 
a statement against intolerance.  More than 50 Jewish 
organizations, including ADL, AJC, Hillel, the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center, and AMCHA and more than 3,000 
UC students, faculty, alumni, California residents, rabbis, 
Jewish day school principals and educators, including the 
world’s preeminent scholars of anti-Semitism, have written 
to	 UC	 in	 support	 of	 adopting	 an	 accurate	 definition	 of	
modern anti-Semitism to properly identify and educate 
the campus community about contemporary Jew-hatred. 
Specifically,	the	groups	have	urged	the	inclusion	of	the	State	
Department	definition	of	anti-Semitism	into	the	intolerance	
statement.
	 The	U.S.	 State	Department	 definition	 recognizes	 that	
contemporary anti-Semitism has assumed various disguised 
forms and, as the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights found, 
is	 often	 “camouflaged	 as	 anti-Israelism	 or	 anti-Zionism.”	
The	State	Department	definition	acknowledges	a	distinction	
between criticism of Israel’s policies and calls for the 
destruction of Israel which are anti-Semitic and breed 
additional anti-Semitism. Pope Francis, President Obama, 
British Prime Minister Cameron and French Prime 
Minister Valls have all stated, as is concluded in the State 
Department	definition,	that	denying	Israel’s	right	to	exist	is	
anti-Semitism.

Our Department of Water and Power is proposing to 
increase our utility rates by an unprecedented $1.4 
billion	over	the	next	five	years.		

	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 City	 Hall	 will	 extract	 from	 the	 long	
suffering	 Ratepayers	 an	 additional	 $175	 million	 in	 taxes,	
increasing our total cash contribution to City’s treasury to 
an estimated $815 million a year.  This will cement the DWP 
Ratepayers role as the largest single source of cash for City’s 
General Fund.  
	 As	part	 of	 the	process	 to	bump	our	 rates	by	 32%	over	
the	next	five	years,	 the	Ratepayers	Advocate	will	 release	 its	
report on the proposed rate increase this month.  This detailed 
financial	analysis	of	DWP’s	financial	condition	and	revenue	
requirements will also include a long overdue benchmarking 
study	of	the	DWP’s	salaries	and	benefits	compared	to	other	
regional utilities and city workers. 
 After this rate request is rubber stamped by DWP’s politically 
appointed Board of Commissioners, the City Council and its 
Energy and Environment Committee will put on a dog and pony 
show as it goes through the motions of approving this massive rate 
hike,	 ignoring	 its	blatant	conflict	of	 interest	 involving	the	$175	
million increase in the City’s haul from the Ratepayers. 
	 The	new	rates	are	expected	 to	go	 into	effect	on	April	1,	
2016, retroactive to July 1, 2015.  
	 But	this	five	year,	32%,	$1.4	billion	rate	increase	must	be	
accompanied by complete transparency into the relationship 
between our Department of Water and Power and the City and 
all of its departments, including Public Works, Recreation and 
Parks, and Police and Fire as well as the Port of Los Angeles 
and Los Angeles World Airways. 
	 For	example,	the	City	will	bill	DWP	$44	million	this	year	

for special services: $10 million for legal services provided by 
the City Attorney, $18 million for charges from Public Works, 
and $4 million for Central Services.  
 DWP is also the deep pocket for many of City Hall’s pet 
projects,	including,	but	certainly	not	limited	to,	Griffith	Park,	
and the Zoo. 
 DWP has also entered into below market leases, including 
some for $1 a year, with numerous City departments (Police, 
Fire, and Recreation and Parks) and other anointed non-
profit	organizations	that	are	favorites	of	the	current	and	past	
members of the City Council. 
 DWP would also need to disclose all its contributions to 
non-profit	organizations.	
 No disclosure would be complete unless it included an 
analysis	of	the	8%	Transfer	Fee	and	the	associated	class	action	
lawsuits that allege that the $273 million transfer is illegal because 
it violates Proposition 26 (The Supermajority Vote to Pass New 
Taxes	and	Fees	Act)	that	was	approved	by	the	voters	in	2010.	
 DWP needs a hefty rate increase to repair its water and 
power infrastructure, develop local supplies of water, and to 
meet	unfunded	state	mandates	to	expand	its	renewable	portfolio	
to	33%	by	2020.		But	whether	the	Department	deserves	the	full	
rate increase is up in the air as Ratepayers are concerned that 
their money is being misdirected to pet projects and sweetheart 
contracts with the IBEW.    
 One of Mayor Garcetti’s campaign pledges was to reform 
DWP.  It is past time for our Back to Basics Mayor to step up to 
the plate and go to bat for the Ratepayers. 
 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch. He 
is the President of the DWP Advocacy Committee and a member 
of the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council.)         -CityWatch

Northridge Second Rail 
Project Called "Sham"
M ore than 1,000 Northridge residents signed a 

petition, which has put a second rail project now 
on hold, according to Los Angeles County MTA 

and	Metro.	Union	Pacific	owns	60%	of	the	right	of	way.
   About 700 homes would be impacted, with 130 
dangerously close to the tracks. The delay now halts 
replacing and realigning the current track, and planned 
improvements to the Northridge Metrolink station, and 
NINE railroad crossings.
   Some homeowners contend they would be within 10 
feet	 of	 hazardous	 materials,	 excessive	 noise,	 possible	
derailments,	excessive	noise,	and	vibrations.
   The route is also used by Amtrak.
			Residents	have	reminded	rail	officials	about	Chatsworth,	
Burbank, and Glendale Metrolink accidents.
   The whole process of secret plans, without notifying the 
community in the planning stages, and other lapses, have 
been labeled "a sham" by homeowners.
   The issue is only delayed, not cancelled, according to 
rail	officials.
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UC System “Flunking”

American 
Universities Begin 

to Implode
By Dennis Prager

F or over half a century, American universities, with 
few	 exceptions,	 have	 ceased	 teaching	 and	 begun	
indoctrinating. In the last few weeks, this downhill 

spiral has accelerated. The university is now a caricature 
of	an	educational	institution.	It	is	difficult	to	come	up	with	
an idea or policy that is more absurd than the ideas and 
policies that now dominate American campuses.
 The University of California, once an elite public 
institution, now circulates a list of “microaggressions” 
that students and faculty must be careful to avoid lest they 
engage in racism and bigotry.
 SOME ExAMPLES:
 “There is only one race, the human race.”
You	read	that	right.	The	denial	of	the	significance	of	race	in	
favor	of	the	primacy	of	the	individual	and	the	affirmation	
of	the	equality	of	all	human	beings	—	one	of	the	noblest	
achievements	of	liberal	Western	society	—	is	now	officially	
listed by the University of California as a racist statement. 
It	is	a	pure	expression	of	moral	inversion.
 “America is a melting pot.”
 The University of California considers this, too, 
a racist statement. Throughout American history the 
melting	 pot	 idea	 has	 been	 an	 expression	 of	 America’s	
unique ability to transform people of every race, ethnicity, 
and nationality into Americans. It is now deemed racist.
 “I don’t believe in race.”
	 Again,	 this	 statement	 —	 which	 is	 the	 opposite	 of	
racism	 —	 is	 deemed	 racist.	 In	 terms	 of	 the	 inherent	
importance of race, the American university is now closer 
to Fascism than to traditional liberalism.
 “America is the land of opportunity.”
 According to the University of California, this is a “myth” 
that is also racist. It implies that some of those who fail do so not 
because they haven’t had opportunities to succeed but because 
of their failure to take advantage of those opportunities.
  *  *  *
 Meanwhile university after university allows students 
to take over administration buildings and even president’s 
offices.	 University	 presidents	 and	 other	 moral	 weaklings	
who	administer	colleges	—	aka	leftists	—	never	demand	that	
these students leave the buildings they have illegally occupied. 
Rather they give in to just about all of their “demands.”
 Thus the president of the University of Missouri was 
forced to resign for allegedly not doing enough about a 
handful of isolated instances of alleged racism.
 The president of Princeton University has agreed to 
demands	 of	 students	 who	 occupied	 his	 office	 to	 consider	
removing the name of Woodrow Wilson from buildings and 
institutes. Wilson, president of Princeton prior to becoming 
the president of the United States, held racist views common 
to many fellow progressives of his time.
 Protesters at Dartmouth College invaded the school’s 
library and screamed at white students studying there. 
According to the New York Post, “About 150 Dartmouth 
students this week protested in the school’s Baker-Berry 
Library,	chanting	“Black	Lives	Matter”	—	and	harassing	
kids who tried to keep studying. Oh, and assaulting them, 
too, according to The Dartmouth Review, which reported 
that protesters pinned one girl to a wall while calling her 
a	“filthy	white	b?-?-?-?h.”
 Other chants included “F?-?-?k your white privilege!” 
and	“F?-?-?k	you,	you	filthy	white	f?-?-?ks!”
 The response of Dartmouth? An apology to the racist 
attackers: “The school’s vice provost for student affairs, Inge-
Lise Ameer, told the BLMers [Black Lives Matter] “I’m very, 
very sorry that you feel this way. We don’t want you to have 
this	experience	here.	...	We	told	them	[the	protesters]	that	...	the	
protest was a wonderful, beautiful thing.”
 As reported by Newsweek, more than 400 students at 
Occidental College took over the school’s administrative 
building	“stating	that	they	intend	to	stay	until	a	list	of	14	specific	
points relating to diversity and inclusion of students of color are 
met.” Occidental immediately agreed to 13 of the 14.
 The universities, along with the rest of the American 
left, have repeatedly told students that America is a racist 
society, and many black students now believe it, even though 
they live in the least racist multiracial country on earth and 
attend the protective cocoon known as college. 
 So, the universities are imploding by their own doing. 
They produce aggrieved and angry young Americans whose 
primary identity is that of victim.
 And there may be worse to come. There is little that 
produces violence as surely as does a victim mentality.
 At this time, if you donate money to an American 
university, you are doing much worse than wasting your 
money. You are subsidizing the most anti-American institution 
in America.
 (JWR contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily 
radio show based in Los Angeles.)

S imon	 Wiesenthal	 Center	 officials	 sat	 across	 from	
President François Hollande at the Èlysée Palace some 
eighteen months ago, sometime between the Toulouse 

Day School and the Charlie Hebdo and Hyper Cacher 
massacres.	His	words	were	devastating:	“I	can	confirm	that	
1,000 French citizens went to Syria and Iraq to train with ISIS 
or al Qaeda,” the somber French leader told us, adding… 
“They have returned to France, melted into the general 
population	—	many	of	them	armed	—	and	we	do	not	know	
where they are.”
 Rabbi Marvin Hier asked, “How many Imams are there 
in France and how many have condemned terrorist attacks?” 
Hollande	responded,	“Six	thousand	Imams…and	about	ten	
have publicly spoken out…” These days the number has been 
reduced to one: Imam Chalgoumi of Drancy. The others have 
been cowered into silence.
 So, a year and a half later, here we are, the morning after 
ISIS plunged the City of Lights into darkness. Now what?
 Without question, the terrorist leaders are triumphant:
	 •	 Despite	 France’s	 heightened	 alerts,	 the	 three	 cells	
converged on Paris, apparently undetected. One suicide 
bomber reached the entrance of France’s largest stadium 
during a soccer match and almost succeeded in detonating 
himself	where	80,000	fans	—	including	President	Hollande		—	
were in attendance. How could that happen? 
	 •	ISIS	was	able	to	infiltrate	at	least	one	terrorist	within	
the mass migration to Europe. He was processed along with 
other refugees on the Greek Island of Lesbos before making 
his way to Europe’s heartland. 
	 •	ISIS	is	enjoying	a	huge	propaganda	victory.	There	were	
reports of over 50,000 tweets on Twitter in the immediate 
aftermath of the bloodbath celebrating the mass murders. 
With a boost from their sophisticated social media marketing 
strategy, their “triumph” is sure to attract more young recruits 
and more supporters for the global food-chain of terrorism.
	 •	ISIS	sees	a	world	leadership,	deeply	divided	in	what,	if	
anything	to	do	next.	Statements	by	our	President	and	Secretary	
of State that, “We will do everything it takes to defeat ISIL” 
are not taken seriously. The President himself has admitted 
that we have no strategy. Despite the aerial assassinations of 
a few ISIS leaders, the terrorists are convinced that America 
has no appetite for boots on the ground. The Democratic 
presidential debate yielded a half-hour of semantic sparring 
over	 the	 Islamist	 terrorists	 but	 no	 specific	 ideas	 how	 they	
would protect the Homeland. Beyond declaring that we are at 
war with radical Islamists, most Republican candidates have 
yet to articulate how they would take on the evildoers. 
 So what needs to be done to ensure that the Paris attacks 
will serve as a turning point and not merely another bloody 
stop on the highway to hell?
 FIRST, President Hollande declared war on ISIS. 
The United States and other NATO allies should join with 
France, whether Russia agrees or not.
 These terrorists are at war with us. It’s time to 
articulate	 an	 effective	 strategy.	 Someone’s	 boots	 —	
perhaps	NATO	—	will	have	to	get	on	the	ground	so	that	
the ISIS snake can be beheaded, instead of innocent 
Christians, Muslims, and Yazidis. 

Imams Remain Silent

Europe, ISIS and Us: Now What?  
By Rabbi Abraham Cooper

 SECONDLY, in 2015, we must reject the mantra that, “one 
man’s	terrorist	is	another	man’s	freedom	fighter.”	ISIS	and	all	
groups	associated	with	Islamic	extremism	are	determined	to	
bring humanity back to the Dark Ages. These groups attacking 
soccer stadiums, concert halls, and restaurants in Paris or 
stabbing women and children in streets of Jerusalem have one 
thing	in	common	—	they	have	declared	war	on	the	basic	tenets	
of humanity and decency. 
 FINALLY, social media giants must join the war against 
terror.	 When	 will	 Twitter	 finally	 wake	 up?	 Why	 do	 they	
continue to allow themselves to serve as the key platform for 
the cheerleaders of depravity? And Silicon Valley leaders may 
want to take note that the apps they are generating are not only 
allowing	teens	to	hide	their	sexual	antics	from	their	parents	but	
enabling mass murderers to threaten us all.
 During the Cold War there was a doomsday clock always 
set a few minutes before a feared midnight of a nuclear war. 
Humanity was lucky that no lunatic got close to that button. But 
a new doomsday clock lurks. We need leaders who will forge 
new alliances to defeat movements who will stop at nothing to 
destroy our values and our lives.
 (Rabbi Abraham Cooper is Associate Dean of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center.)

Hypocrites, Bigots, 
and Fascists Revealed
Alan Dershowitz, an acclaimed Harvard University 

constitutional law professor, unloaded on college 
students who are protesting their right to a ‘safe space’ 

on campuses such as Ithaca College and Mizzou, while 
simultaneously	denouncing	the	concept	of	a	first	amendment	
right to free speech.
 Appearing on The Kelly File, Dershowitz relayed a story 
of a speaking engagement at Johns Hopkins University.  He is 
a Jewish lawyer.
 He reminded viewers that “It was the students at universi-
ties	that	first	started	burning	books.”
 “They don’t want to hear diverse views on college campuses,” 
Dershowitz said, adding “It’s the worst kind of hypocrisy!”
 That’s when the law professor known as the “most 
distinguished defenders of individual rights” really let loose 
on these college students, calling them hypocrites, bigots, 
and fascists.
 He said it’s “the worst kind of hypocrisy” that these 
students want complete freedom over their personal lives, 
but they want the school and administrators to protect them 
from ideas with which they disagree.
 He revealed that when he recently spoke at Johns Hopkins 
University, students painted a Hitler mustache on his posters.
 “No concern about that. It’s an absolute double standard. 
It is ‘free speech for me but not for thee,’ and universities 
should not tolerate this kind of hypocrisy,” Dershowitz said.
 “You have to call these things what they are: double 
standard, hypocrisy, bigotry, McCarthyism. And the fog 
of fascism is descending quickly over many American 
universities.	We	have	to	fight	back	against	these	students.”	

 - The Political Insider
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits   
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, 
by the 20th, for the following month. Send word 
document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. No 
faxes,	phone	calls	or	mail.

Rachel Reiter,
Local Events Coordinator

Chatsworth Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will meet on 
Wednesday, December 2, at 1:00 PM in the Library Community 
Room.  The discussion will be an “Open Forum” in which 
participants share information about books they have recently 
read and think will be of interest to others.  The Library is 
located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  Call (818) 
341-4276 for more information.

Holiday Bazzar
 Celebrate the holiday season with Councilmember 
Mitchell Englander, the [RE]visit [RE]seda Blvd team, 
and community members during the Holiday Bazaar, 
Saturday, December 5, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on Reseda 
Blvd between Nordhoff and Gresham. The Holiday Bazaar 
will feature an arts and crafts walk, ornament decoration 
station, live portrait art, a decorated store contest, street 
tree decoration contest, and live holiday performances. 
For	more	 information,	 call	 our	office	at	 (818)	 882-1212,	
email: resedablvd.greatstreets@gmail.com or go towww.
resedablvd.wordpress.com.

Spark of Love Toy Drive
 There will be a “Spark of Love” Toy Drive on Saturday, 
December 5, in the Ralph’s Market parking lot in Chatsworth 
from 11 AM to 3 PM.  Please bring a new unwrapped toy 
to the northwest corner of Devonshire Street and Topanga 
Canyon Boulevard in Chatsworth for donation.  

Art Contest
 The Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa 
Susana Mountains (FPSSM) is hosting an Art Contest 
to support our conservation efforts and volunteers. The 
“Urban Wildlands” themed design winners will be 
honored during the awards ceremony on Saturday, 
December 5, 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm at Canoga Park Youth 
Arts Center, 7222 Remmet Ave. in Canoga Park. For more 
information, go to www.fpssm.org.

Porter Ranch Library
 Join the Porter Ranch Library discussion group of men 
and women, ranging in various ages and ethnicities as they 
talk about their current book, Murder of the Century: the 
Gilded Age Crime that Scandalized a City and Sparked 
the Tabloid Wars by Paul Collins on Saturday, December 
5 at 10:00 am. The library is located at 11371 Tampa 
Ave. For more information, please call (818) 360-5706.

SFV Holiday Concert
 The San Fernando Valley Chorale will perform a “We 
Wish You the Merriest” Holiday concert on Sunday, 
December 6, at 5 PM.  The concert will be held in the 
Congregational Church of Chatsworth located at 20440 
Lassen Street.  Tickets will be available at the door at $10 
for adults and $5 for children. For ticket information, call 
(818) 884-8897 or email dnconway@icloud.com.

New Horizons
 Join New Horizons for this festive holiday concert event 
that has become a New Horizons tradition on Monday, 
December 7, 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at New Horizons’ Sam’s 
Café, 15725 Parthenia St. in North Hills. There will be 
a community sing-a-long, meet and greet with Santa, 
refreshments and more. Cost is $5 per person payable in 

advance. For more information, call Shade Mokuolu at 
818-221-0651 or email:smokuolu@newhorizons-sfv.org.

CalRTA Meeting
 On December 11, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA 
meeting will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 
Lassen Street. Special holiday cheer will be presented 
by the St. Joseph the Worker Parish Chamber Group. 
Come join us to hear the latest about your pensions and 
consider staying for lunch after the meeting.

Holiday Toy Drive
 CD 12 is proud to support two toy drives for underserved 
youth in our community. Both LAPD Devonshire 
PALS and the San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission are 
seeking gifts for children this holiday season. Toys should 
be new and unwrapped and appropriate for children ages 
2-18. Toys for either organization can be dropped off at 
our Community Service Center located at 9207 Oakdale 
Ave. in Chatsworth. Please indicate which organization 
you would like toys to go to at the time of drop off: 
Drop Offs for LAPD Devonshire Pals are also accepted 
at: PALS Center, 8721 Wilbur Ave. in Northridge and 
at Devonshire Police Station, 10250 Etiwanda Ave. in 
Northridge.	 The	 final	 day	 to	 drop	 off	 toys	 is	 Friday,	
December 11. The 31st Annual Toy Drive is on December 
12 at 9:00 am. Drop Offs for the San Fernando Valley 
Rescue Mission are also accepted at: San Fernando Valley 
Rescue Mission, Northridge Location, 8756 Canby Ave. 
in Northridge. The deadline to donate toys is Tuesday, 
December, 15th. 

Holiday Jazz Concert
 On Saturday, December 12 at 1:00 PM the 
Lawrence Middle School Jazz Band will be performing 
a Holiday Jazz Concert under the beautiful stained 
glass window in the Chatsworth Branch Library, 21052 
Devonshire Street.  This event is free to the public. For 
more information, please (818) 341-4276.

GHCHS Farmer’s Market
 Granada Hills Charter High School students 
(GHCHS) started ‘The Snack Strategy’ project to 
increase awareness about healthy eating habits within 
our community. As a part of our project, they are starting 
the	first	ever	Granada	Hills	Farmer’s	Market	on	Sunday,	
December 13, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm to give the community 
easy access to fresh produce and unique vendors.  The 
school is located at 10535 Zelzah Ave. in Granada Hills. 
For	more	information,	go	to	www.thesnackstrategy.wix.
com.

Chatsworth Holiday Parade
 Join community members during the Chatsworth 
Holiday Parade, sponsored by The Chatsworth Kiwanis 
Club since 1997, Sunday, December 13, 11:00 am to 5:00 
pm. The parade travels east on Devonshire St. from 
Topanga Canyon Blvd. to Lurline Ave. For more 
information, email: Andrea.Paventi@Gmail.com or go 
to www.chatsworthholidayparade.org. Kiwanis is also 
looking for volunteers the day of the parade.

Joe Praml’s Reading
 Joe Praml reads his adaptation of E.T.A. Hoffmann’s The 
Nutcracker and The Mouse King. December 19, 11:00 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Presented by Porter Ranch Branch 
Library, 11371 Tampa Avenue. Tel: (818) 360-5706. For 
more information, visit www.lap.org/branches/porter-
ranch and www.joepraml.com. Audience: Adults, seniors 
and students.

Valley Philharmonic Concert
 Come and enjoy your Valley’s young musicians in a 
Winter Concert for the whole family, led by distinguished 
Conductor, Dr. Henry Shin on Sunday, December 20th, 
7:00 PM at In-Christ Community Church, 19514 Rinaldi 
St. in Northridge. Program includes Schubert, Dvorák, 
Tchaikovsky, Titanic, Christmas Carols and more. For 
advance discount tickets, contact Jackie at 213-458-
4618 or jackiek818@juno.com, http://valleyphil.org

Christmas Eve Caroling
 The Congregational Church of Chatsworth will hold 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Caroling on December 24 at 6 
PM.  The Church is located at 20440 Lassen Street.

MUSYCA Choir Auditions
 MUSYCA (pronounced MUSIC-ah) Children’s 
Choir is auditioning singers, boys and girls ages 4-18 
for its Spring 2016 semester.  Auditions will be held 
by appointment in December. To schedule an audition, 
please visit the choir’s website at www.musyca.
org.  You can also call 818-554-9933 or email sing@
musyca.org for more information or to schedule an 
audition for your child. MUSYCA (Musical Youth of 
California)	Children’s	Choir	is	a	501	(c)	(3)	non-profit	
organization, dedicated to diversity, access, and service 
to community, supported, in part, by the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors through the Los Angeles 
County Arts Commission.

Folk Dancing
 West Valley Folk Dancers offer international folk 
dancing on Fridays from 7:15 pm to 9:45 pm. No partners 
needed;	no	experience	necessary.	Beginner	dances	the	first	
half hour; two dances taught each night. No charge for 
first	night.	Free,	 convenient	parking.	We	will	be	having	
a pre-New Year’s Party on December 30th. More info at 
818-348-6133. The Senior Center is located at 7326 Jordan 
Ave. in Canoga Park. 

SFV Rose Society
 The San Fernando Valley Rose Society and the So. 
California Garden Club will be demonstrating free rose 
pruning on Saturday, Jan. 9, 2016  9: AM to 12:00 Noon, 
at the Sepulveda Garden Center Rose Garden, 16633 
Magnolia Blvd. in Encino. Rain date will be Saturday 
Jan. 16, 2016.  For more information, call Janet Sklar 
at 818-993-6622. 

URGENT GAS LEAK NUMBERS   
SoCalGas has been directed by county health officials to 
pay for temporary relocation for affected residents, plus 

food, taxes, and fees. They have not replied to Valley 
Voice questions on health costs.

QUESTIONS? Call 404-497-6808 OR 213-244-5151

A TIME TRAVELER
A Time Traveler. Just A Time Traveler.
I’ve Been A Time Traveler All My Life.

My life span could be described clearly,
by a straight-edge ruler of unknown length.
The index marks on the ruler’s edge reveal

events that have come and have gone.
Nowadays I am an Elder Time Traveler.
I am further along  on the ruler’s edge.
I do not know when the ruler will end.
A Time Traveler. Just A Time Traveler.
I’ve Been A Time Traveler All My Life.

© Norman Molesko, 2015, An Ambassador For Seniors

The Best
Irish Joke Ever

Two	men	were	sitting	next	to	each	other	at	Murphy’s	Pub	in	London.	After	awhile,	
one bloke looks at the other and says, “I can’t help but think, from listening to 
you, that you’re from Ireland.”

 The other bloke responds proudly, “Yes, that I am!”
	 The	first	one	says,	“So	am	I!	And	where	about	from	Ireland	might	you	be?”
 The other bloke answers, “I’m from Dublin, I am.”
	 The	first	one	responds,	“So	am	I!”
 “Mother Mary and begora.  And what street did you live on in Dublin?”
 The other bloke says, “A lovely little area it was. I lived on McCleary Street in the 
old central part of town.”
	 The	first	one	says,	“Faith	and	it’s	a	small	world.	So	did	I!	So	did	I!	And	to	what		
school would you have been going?”
 The other bloke answers, “Well now, I went to St. Mary’s, of course.”
	 The	first	one	gets	really	excited	and	says,	“And	so	did	I.	Tell	me,	what	year	did	you	
graduate?” 
 The other bloke answers, “Well, now, let’s see. I graduated in 1964.”
	 The	 first	 one	 exclaims,	 “The	Good	Lord	must	 be	 smiling	 down	 upon	 us!	 I	 can	
hardly believe our good luck at winding up in the same place tonight. Can you believe 
it, I graduated from St. Mary’s in 1964 my own self!”
 About this time, Vicky walks up to the bar, sits down and orders a drink.
 Brian, the barman, walks over to Vicky, shaking his head and mutters, “It’s going 
to be a long night tonight.”
 Vicky asks, “Why do you say that, Brian?”
 “The Murphy twins are drunk again.” 
      - Valley Voice, 2015
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Our Services Include
Skilled Nursing

Wound Care and Dressing Changes
Injections

Catheter Care
Ostomy Care

Intravenous  Fluid/Medication
Management

Diabetes Management
Vital Signs Monitoring

Tel: (818) 900-0788 
Fax: (888) 446-0880 

remedyhomehealthcare@gmail.com 
9836 White Oak Ave., Suite 209 

Northridge, CA 91325 

Licensed by the State of California. Certi�ed by the Center for 
Medicare& Medicaid Services. Accredited by The Joint Commission 

What are the bene�ts of Home Health Care? 
Care is provided in the privacy and comfort 
of your home. 
All services are coordinated with your 
physician(s).
24 hour access to a skilled nurse. 
Home care may prevent hospitalization/re-
hospitalization. 
Short recovery time. 

Who can refer you to Healthy Way HHC? 
Your doctor, family and friends. 
You can refer yourself.
Insurance companies, nursing homes, 
hospitals and rehab units may also refer you.

What will Insurance cover? 
Your insurance may provide complete or 
partial payment. 
The Home Care team will explain your 
coverage and will bill your insurance directly. 

What types of conditions would Indicate a 
need for Home Health Care? 
New Surgical Procedure 
New or change in your medical diagnosis 
New or changed medication 
New or changed caregiver 
New medical equipment 
Di�culty walking, transferring, or performing 
regular daily activities. 

We accept: 
•Medicare • Private Pay • Private Insurance 

O�ce Hours 
Monday -Friday 

9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE
       

Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
1-702-461-1333  /  1-818-366-9880

From the Right

France Closes Its Borders; 
Why Can’t We?

By Phyllis Schlafly

The Friday night massacre of over 100 people at a soccer game, a rock concert, and 
five	restaurants	in	Paris	was	apparently	committed	by	eight	men	working	on	behalf	
of ISIS, also called ISIL, or the Islamic State. The day before the attacks, President 

Obama was on television reassuring George Stephanopoulos that “ISIL continues to 
shrink in its scope of operations” and that “we have contained them.”
	 Based	on	a	passport	found	next	to	his	body,	one	of	the	eight	Paris	terrorists	was	
Ahmad al-Mohammad, 25, a native of Syria who passed through the Greek Island of 
Leros on October 3 and crossed from Macedonia into Serbia on October 7. He was part 
of	the	huge	army	of	migrants	flooding	into	Europe	this	year	claiming	to	be	refugees	
from the civil war in Syria.
 Shortly after the coordinated attacks, France’s socialist president announced his 
decision to close the borders of France. “We must ensure that no one enters to commit 
any crimes, and also that those who have committed crimes can be arrested if they try 
to leave the country.”
 While the Obama administration pledged to admit 10,000 Syrian refugees in the 
coming year, Hillary Clinton said in the Democratic debate that “we should increase 
numbers of refugees; I said we should go to 65,000.” Not to be outdone, Senator Dick 
Durbin, D., Ill., has called for 100,000 Syrians to be brought here.

    *  *  *
 Hillary promised that refugees would be put through “a screening and vetting 
process,” but FBI Director James Comey and National Counterterrorism Center 
Director	Nicholas	Rasmussen	both	testified	in	October	that	it	is	simply	not	possible	to	
screen them adequately. 
	 When	the	first	Syrian	refugees	began	arriving	in	New	Orleans	last	month	without	
notice	 to	 local	 officials,	 Louisiana	Governor	 Bobby	 Jindal	 sent	 President	Obama	 a	
letter demanding answers about how they were screened and whether they will be 
monitored. 
 Representative Brian Babin, R. Tx, a freshman member of Congress whose son is 
a Navy SEAL, recently addressed the House for 45 minutes about refugee resettlement. 
“I	found	out	that	no	one	was	asking	—	much	less	answering	—	the	questions	of	who,	
how, when, where, and how much regarding these refugees.”
 Babin continued, “nearly 500,000 new refugees have come into the United States 
under	 the	Refugee	Resettlement	 program	 since	 President	Obama	 first	 took	 office.”	
Refugees “have been resettled by private contractors across this country in over 190 
towns and communities whose local citizens have little to no say in the matter.”
	 Babin	cited	numerous	examples	of	refugees	or	their	children	who	have	been	found	
with	 ties	 to	 terrorist	 organizations,	 or	 have	 even	 traveled	 overseas	 to	 join	 the	 fight	
against America. Although more than 90 percent of recent Middle Eastern refugees are 
on	welfare,	Babin	noted	that	“the	five	wealthiest	countries	on	the	Arabian	peninsula	—	
Saudi	Arabia,	United	Arab	Emirates,	Qatar,	Kuwait,	and	Bahrain	—	have	not	taken	in	
a single refugee that we know of.”
 
  (Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst and author.)
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Singer, Superintendent of the Valley Region for the LACDRP, who told her he supports 
youth cross country at O’Melveny Park, without having to pay a fee. The Council voted 
to send the issue back to their public safety committee, assuring Graves will be invited 
to	their	next	meeting.
 During the meeting, Cline stated he heard statements that the park might not be safe 
for	running.	Megan	Cottier	from	Englander’s	office	proclaimed	that	the	city	is	engaging	
an engineer to make sure that O’Melveny Park is “safe.” Cline and Cottier also said that 
they	are	looking	for	alternative	sites	for	cross	country	runners	although	no	official	list	
has been made as of yet. 
 With the O’Melveny situation being stuck in place, with no real progress, Graves 
followed up with Singer on November 9th, who informed her about a community group he 
is organizing to resolve the problems. One suggestion he makes, is for the pacers to remain 
at O’Melveny for practices, and the yearly meet to move to Hansom Dam. Singer invited 
her to be on the work group, along with other stakeholders.
 Surprise! On November 16th, the GHNNC’s PLUM (Planning and Land Use 
Management committee) meeting placed O’Melveny on their agenda, stating that no 
‘organized events’ should be allowed at O’Melveny (with no real reason being supported 
for the ban). They decide to table the O’Melveny dispute once more.
 Wishing to get more information or at least a more structured response regarding the 
O’Melveny dispute, this reporter contacted Harrison, Singer and Cline. Again, no contact 
could be made, neither could a call to Rose Watson, Public Information Director.
 Parents whose children have been a part of the Northridge Pacers for years are 
understandably upset about the ban and the impending situation, considering they might 
not	have	a	meet	to	attend	next	season.	“It	came	out	of	the	blue,”	says	David	Flank,	one	
of the parents. “Nobody ever talked to us about any complaints. Nobody tells us what the 
complaints are! At least come talk to us if we’re doing something wrong. I’m hoping that 
next	year,	in	the	next	cross	county	season,	we	will	be	able	to	practice	again	without	any	
problems.” 
 Julie Weinstein, another parent, feels disappointed that a ban such as this would be 
placed on a positive-working kids program. “I think it’s sad for all the kids. Kids can’t 
participate in programs like this without the parks to support it. It is just unfortunate for 
a program that is supporting children’s physical and emotional development.”
 With the ban still looming over O’Melveny Park, it is hard to say when the City will 
reach a positive solution for all parties involved.

O’Melveny Park Ban
Leaves Track Clubs Benched

(Continued from page 1)
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:  
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

“Se Habla Español”

COMING 
LATE 2014
SANTA ANA
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303  

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829  

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long 
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980       

MONTCLAIR         
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420  

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052  

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
619-393-4663 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across from Sam’s Club  
& Super Walmart 
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386  

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

NOW OPEN!

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ 
Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The 
equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-
promotional purchases.  For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise 
will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. 

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture 
protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, 
discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any 
such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination 
of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched 
vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2015 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: December 1, 2015. Expires: December 28, 2015.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

††Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on the promo 
purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment 
allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. 
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account 
when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.

NO INTEREST*  
NO DOWN PAYMENT  
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 12/1/2015 to 12/28/2015. Interest 
will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in 
full within 24 months. Minimum monthly payments required. ††See below for details.

HURRY IN! SALE ENDS 

M
ONDAY, DECEM

BER 

28TH AT 9PM
!

WE WILL BE CLOSED 
CHRISTMAS DAY, 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 

25TH!home
for the

holidays

plus  

or

plus  

YEARS5
15%OFF‡ STOREWIDE

25%OFF‡

m
on

th
s24

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 12/1/2015 to 12/28/2015. Equal 
monthly payments required for 60 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, 
however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See back page for 
details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 24 MONTHS††


