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City Watch

North West Hills 
Council Involved 
in Sexism Row

By Bob Gelfand

The origins of the current “Sexism” debacle lay in the fractious 
North Hills West Neighborhood Council, which has made itself 
famous for the propensity of one faction to carry out walkouts 

in the attempt to destroy the council. An earlier walkout resulted in 
the governing board being reduced to less than a working quorum. 
That this was preplanned, and designed to destroy the neighborhood 
council, was made clear by those involved. In fact, emails and letters 
went out afterwards, asking the city to decertify the NHWNC. That 
word “decertify” is government-speak for the act of killing off a 
neighborhood council. 
 Back then, the fact that the NHWNC rebel alliance didn’t quite 
understand the city rules didn’t stop them from carrying out the 
walkout. The city almost immediately ran a special election which 
brought in new board members and got the council up and running 
again. 
    *  *  *
 This seems to have caused the rebels a great deal of anger. Those 
of us who were even distantly involved got angry emails complaining 
about the fact that one largely minority group was allowed to vote 
in the special election. The fact that this group consisted of men who 
were legally resident in the district satisfied the city’s requirements 
for voter eligibility in a neighborhood council election, but apparently 
skin color was considered a legitimate reason to discriminate against 
them by some of the rebels. It’s a tribute to the progress we have 
made since 1964 that such discriminatory attitudes were not allowed 
to prevail. The city rightly ignored those complaints. 
 More recently, a governing board faction at NHWNC carried 
out another walkout. This time, the rebels tried to seize the moral high 
ground by asserting that their opponents were guilty of various thought 
crimes including sexism, and had carried out age discrimination. 
We need to understand that there is a difference between sexual 
harassment - a clear and unfortunately far too chronic problem in the 
workplace - and personal attitudes. 
 I don’t personally agree with Rush Limbaugh’s sexism, but under 
our American system, listeners have the right to dial in to his shows, 

Trustees of Two DWP Groups
Tell Ratepayers “Where to Go”

Trustees of two groups that received about $40 million in ratepayer funds from the Department of 
Water and Power continue to rebuff requests by City Controller Ron Galperin for financial data, 
DWP officials said.

 After expressing frustration at the failure of the two trusts to complete their own internal audits, members 
of the DWP Board of Commissioners last month called on Galperin to proceed with an independent probe 
into the spending activity of the Joint Safety Institute and Joint Training Institute.
 City officials complained that the two trusts, which together receive about $3 million to $4 million a year 
from the DWP as part of a collective bargaining agreement with the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, Local 18 - the union representing DWP workers - have not provided a full accounting of how the 
money has been used.
 The groups have received a total of about $40 million over the last decade, according to estimates 
by city officials.
 DWP General Manager Ron Nichols, who sits on the board of both trusts, told commissioners today 
that the union and DWP management were “deadlocked” on providing the data.
 “I don’t agree with the stiff-arm approach that’s been undertaken by the union members of the 
trusts,” he said.
 The DWP Board of Commissioners today instructed DWP managers sitting on the boards of both trusts 
to withhold approval of any future checks that come before them. If they are unable to do that, they asked that 
DWP management keep a record of any checks that are approved and any transactions that the trusts make.
    *  *  *
 “Every day that goes by, it looks worse,” DWP Commissioner Jill Banks Barad said. “Where there’s 
smoke, there’s fire. I don’t see why the union boss doesn’t see that.”
 The head of IBEW, Brian D’Arcy, today held fast on keeping the trusts’ financial information 
confidential.
 “The trusts are independent and exist for the benefit of their members,” D’Arcy said. “There has been 
a deadlock between the trustees and we expect this dispute to be resolved as the trust rules require.”
 In a letter to the union, Galperin said he is expecting representatives of the trusts to provide the requested 
information in the next few weeks and to show up for a Jan. 8 “audit entrance” meeting at his office.
 “As a matter of principle, no entity that refuses public disclosure should receive a dime of the public’s 
money,” he said. “We are moving forward with the audit to ensure that ratepayer dollars are protected.”
 Galperin also enlisted the help of City Attorney Mike Feuer, who issued an opinion contending that under 
the city charter, the controller has the authority to audit the two trusts, “which are funded by public dollars.”
 Galperin is also authorized to issue subpoenas and begin a “fraud, waste and abuse” investigation into 
the trusts that would look for any “alleged ‘use of city resources in a manner contrary to law or city policy’ and 
any alleged `extravagant or excessive expenditure of city funds above and beyond the level that is reasonably 
required’ to accomplish public purposes,” Feuer wrote in his opinion.
 “I will do everything in my power to assure the controller obtains the information he needs to conduct a 
thorough audit that promotes the transparency our ratepayers deserve,” Feuer said.

Run For The PRNC
T he Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council will hold elections for 

five seats on Saturday, March 1 and now is the time to think 
about running. Interested candidates may file their applications 

through January 15. 
 The PRNC is an officially elected City of Los Angeles volunteer 
board whose objective is to represent our community in City matters. 
The Council works closely with our City Councilmember Mitchell 
Englander to implement our recommendations. 
 In 2013, the PRNC sponsored its first ever Community 
Emergency Response Team class, graduating about 50 new CERT 
residents of Porter Ranch. The Council worked through the City 
to have official Porter Ranch signs installed at entry points to the 
community. The Board continues to work with the City to provide 
input on the installation of bike lanes and proposed land use 
developments. 
 Prospective Board members should be prepared to attend the 
monthly meetings, usually held on the first Tuesday of the month, 
and spearhead an effort of importance to the community. Each seat 
has a four year term. Candidates for the five at-large seats must live, 
own or rent property, or work within the PRNC boundaries and 
be 16 years or older. Candidate qualifications will be reviewed by 
the City Clerk and or the Independent Election Administrator. The 
candidate filing application, bylaws and more details are available 
at: www.prnc.org/2014elections. Join us at our next monthly meeting 
and see how you can make a difference: January 7 (Guest speaker 
from ValleyRelics.org), February 4, 6pm, Shepherd of the Hills 
Church. 

NORTHRIDGE CHAMPS! Five consecutive victories by the Northridge majors’ flag football team took 
them to the 2013 Regional Championship, led by head coach Cedric Hackett and assistant Rudy Marquez. 
Hail to the Champs, bottom row, left, future all-star Gabe Taylor, Danny Echevarri, Jack Taylor, Andrew 
Guevara, and Cole Smith. Behind them are Kyle Wisely, Cameron Bell, Joshua Reiter, Armando Gutierrez, 
Stephen Franke, Albert Elston, and Miles Olivas. Back row, Robert Marquez and Garrett Kim. 

(For list of players for the Minor runner-ups, see page 4.)

Valley Region Winners

Photo by Michelle Bell.  
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Facey patients are well-connected.
You can use FaceyConnect online services to schedule appointments, 
view lab results, request medication refills and more whenever or 
wherever you happen to be. All you need is a computer and internet 
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New year, new insurance plan? 
Good news: We probably accept it.

If there’s a new insurance card in your wallet this year, do yourself
a favor and make sure there is a Facey doctor’s name printed on it. 
Six generations of San Fernando Valley residents made Facey their medical group of 
choice.  Shouldn’t you be one of them, too? With 90 years of experience in caring for the 
community and our affiliation with Providence Health & Services Southern California, 
Facey Medical Group is your comprehensive local health care solution. 

Facey doctors accept most HMO & PPO insurance plans, including  Medicare Advantage HMO plans 
and plans specially designed for people who are eligible for both Medicare & MediCal. 

You can join Facey Medical Group at any time.
Swtiching to a Facey doctor is easy and usually only requires a call to your health 
insurance company if you have an HMO or EPO insurance plan. Ask your insurance 
company how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently 
contract with, visit our website at facey.com/insurance or call (818) 837-5755.



Letter to the Editor
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City Watch

Union Bo$$ d’Arcy
vs. City Hall and
DWP Ratepayers

By Jack Humphreville

Campaign funding IBEW Union Bo$$ Brian d’Arcy is not receiving the proper 
respect he deserves from Mayor Eric Garcetti, Controller Ron Galperin, and 
the Board of Water & Power Commissioners.  After all, Bo$$ d’Arcy has 

invested almost $8 million over the last decade in the City’s political establishment, 
including at least 10 of the 15 members of the current City Council. 
 But unfortunately for Union Bo$$ d’Arcy, he picked the wrong horse in the 
Mayor’s race. 
 Ratepayer Elected Eric Garcetti directed DWP to engage a qualified consulting 
firm to benchmark DWP’s “labor costs and work practices” and to identify 
opportunities “to achieve greater efficiency and cost savings for the Ratepayers.” 
 At the same time, Bo$$ d’Arcy is stonewalling the Garcetti appointed 
Commissioners and Controller Galperin in their efforts to account for the more 
than $40 million of Ratepayer money that has been poured into the Joint Safety and 
Training Institutes since 2000. 
 But Bo$$ d’Arcy’s adamant opposition to these two reasonable requests begs the 
question, “What is he trying to hide.” 
 Plenty, as Bully Bo$$ d’Arcy is allergic to sunshine. 
 The benchmarking study will reveal that Ratepayers are being overcharged by 
more than $250 million a year because DWP’s wages exceed those of other regional 
utilities by up to 40%, it has a Rolls Royce healthcare plan that does not require any 
employee contributions, and its pension plan is exceptionally generous for existing 
employees, even though it is short $1.8 billion (82% funded).  
 There are also the impacts of overly restrictive work rules, overstaffing (especially 
in customer and shared services), and inefficient construction work crews that are 
driving up the cost of renewable energy, the power reliability program, and the 
initiatives required by the Clean Water Act.  

    *  *  *
 While the $4 million a year that is funneled to the Joint Safety and Training Institutes 
is “chump change” (a tenth of 1%) to the $4 billion revenue DWP, it is a significant source of 
funds to IBEW Local 18 as these two nonprofit entities support selected union employees, 
their benefits, and union administrative expense. This allows Bo$$ d’Arcy to divert more 
cash to his political slush funds.  
 More importantly, these two vehicles allow Bo$$ d’Arcy and his cronies to exert their 
influence over the DWP’s $115 million safety and training budget, the consequences of 
which are no doubt very costly to Ratepayers. 
 We trust that Garcetti, Galperin, and the Commissioners will be full steam ahead 
in pursuing the audit of the Joint Training and Safety Institutes.  This would include any 
necessary legal actions to compel the release of the appropriate information.  We would 
also expect the Board of Commissioners to demand that these two nonprofits return the 
$10 million in surplus cash now that the Commissioners voted in November to cut off any 
future funding.  
 Mayor Eric Garcetti and Controller Ron Galperin, aided by legal opinions by City 
Attorney Mike Feuer, have stepped up to the plate, putting the interests of the Ratepayers 
before those of Bully Bo$$ d’Arcy.  But where is the City Council? 
 2014 will be an interesting year for Ratepayers as we will be asked to shoulder a four 
year, $1 billion increase in our water and power rates.  It would be nice to know that the 
Mayor and the City Council will put the Ratepayers’ interests and wallets in front of those 
of City Hall, their cronies, and, most importantly, campaign funding Union Bo$$ d’Arcy. 
 (Jack Humphreville is the President of the DWP Advocacy Committee,  The Ratepayer 
Advocate for the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council, and a Neighborhood Council 
Budget Advocate.) 

Alarming Rise in
Antisemitic Boycotts

of Israeli Universities
and Scholars

To the Editor:

In the 1930’s, thousands of Jewish professors were kicked out of German universities, 
simply because they were Jews.  Shamefully, today it is in the United States that Jewish 
professors are threatened with being thrown out of scholarly conferences, prevented 

from publishing in scholarly journals, and denied research or employment opportunities, 
simply because they are citizens of the Jewish state.
 Today’s academic boycott of the Jewish state and its scholars is no less antisemitic 
than the academic boycott of Jewish scholars in Germany 70 years ago.
 Academic boycotts of Israeli academic institutions and scholars, like virtually all 
anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) campaigns within the last several 
years, have been established in response to the Palestinian political call to join the BDS 
movement against Israel.  That call was issued in 2005 by a coalition of Palestinian 
organizations that include the terrorist organizations Hamas and the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, and its purpose was to facilitate the elimination of the Jewish 
state.  It is not surprising that most of the American founders of academic boycotts of 
Israel have publicly expressed their opposition to the Jewish state.
 Hannah Rosenthal, the former U.S. State Department’s Special Envoy to Monitor 
and Combat Anti-Semitism, has unequivocally condemned academic boycotts, saying: 
“when academics from Israel are boycotted – this is not objecting to a policy – this is anti-
Semitism.”  In addition 446 American University Presidents signed a statement published 
in the New York Times entitled “Boycott Israeli Universities? Boycott Ours, Too!”
 Alarmingly, more than 1,000 faculty members, teaching students on over 300 
U.S. college and university campuses, have endorsed an academic boycott of Israeli 
universities and Jewish Israeli academics. 

    *  *  *
 Even more disturbing is that well-known academic organizations are embracing 
the academic boycott of Israel.  Last April, the general membership of the Association 
for Asian American Studies (AAAS) unanimously approved the resolution put forward 
by the AAAAS National Council to endorse the boycott of Israeli universities.
 On December 15, the American Studies Association (ASA), which claims to be the 
nation’s oldest and largest association devoted to the interdisciplinary study of American 
culture and history,  approved an anti-Israel academic boycott resolution put forward by 
the ASA National Council.
 The ASA’s recent endorsement of the academic boycott of Israel has drawn scathing 
criticism from many organizations, including the American Association of University 
Professors, the Anti-Defamation League, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, Zionist 
Organization of America, American Jewish Committee, Scholars for Peace in the Middle 
East, and Stand With Us.
 In addition, two universities — Penn State Harrisburg and Brandeis — have 
officially withdrawn their membership from the American Studies Association, after the 
ASA’s endorsement of the academic boycott of Israel, and the Chancellor of University 
of California San Diego, one of the ASA member organizations, has issued a statement 
condemning the boycott.
 However, more than 80 colleges and universities are still institutional members 
of the ASA. When universities re-open in January, AMCHA Initiative will launch a 
campaign urging these institutions and their leaders to add their voices to Penn State 
Harrisburg, Brandeis University, and UCSD Chancellor Khosla, in condemning the 
antisemitic academic boycott of Israel.
 To stay updated on this important campaign, please look for us on Facebook, and 
follow us on Twitter (if you haven’t already).
 Thank you for your support!
   - Tammi Benjamin, AMCHA Initiative

and he has the right to broadcast them. And the fact that someone agrees with Limbaugh’s 
attitudes, or even displays an attitude consistent with his views, does not provide a legal 
right to punish that neighborhood council member or the board on which he sits. 
 But the NHWNC charges and countercharges generated a flurry in local email 
discussions and in a couple of newspaper stories. 
 Unfortunately, the City Council’s Education and Neighborhoods Committee has 
taken up the question, and it seems likely that in defiance of rationality and common 
sense, some form of sexual harassment training will be imposed upon the nearly 2000 
board members of the city’s 95 different neighborhood councils. Did sexual harassment 
of anyone involved in NHWNC occur? That question doesn’t seem to be very important 
to the committee. I would invite the members of the City Council’s E&N Committee to 
reread the charges and countercharges, and see how thin this particular gruel is. 
    *  *  *
 So if what I hear through the grapevine is true, the freight train is heading 
right at us, and whatever rational response we try to make will get flattened under 
its wheels. The facts be damned. We will have sexual harassment training imposed 
upon us. Whether it is by some polite compromise worked gently through the Board 
of Neighborhood Commissioners or some blunt rule passed by the City Council, that 
is what is likely to happen. 
 Let our stakeholders see how ridiculous our government has become. Let them 
stand up at our microphone and tell the city staffers just what they think of this waste of 
taxpayer money.
 Is this latest potential outrage enough of a matter of principle to justify a full 
fledged political fight on the part of our neighborhood council volunteers? It’s up to us, 
but I would suggest that it’s also a winnable fight should we choose to engage in it. 
 And if we don’t stand up for our principles and our independence, the list of rules 
and imposed work -- most of it entirely useless -- will continue to build. 
(Bob Gelfand writes on culture and politics for City Watch.) 

(Continued from page 1)

North West Hills Council
Involved in Sexism Row
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Four Loko Beverage
Cleveland High School

Students Fight
“Blackout in a Can”

By Haeeun Blessing Jee, Valley Voice Reporter

F our Loko is a beverage containing either 6 percent or 12 percent alcohol (depending 
on state regulations), and a large shot of caffeine, equivalent to the amount of 
caffeine in a tall Starbucks coffee. This combination makes the beverage deadlier 

than most other alcoholic drinks. Drinkers get drunk and high but because the caffeine 
shields the effects of the alcohol, they are unaware of their state and drink more to feel 
that intoxication “buzz” in the end.
 Not only is Four Loko under investigation because of health concerns, but 
Cleveland students are questioning the advertisement intentions and methods used by 
Phusion Project LLC, the company that produces Four Loko. 
 “Four Loko is marketing by the graphics that they use and the proximity that they 
sell their products. [Targeting] kids of color, [Four Loko will] use graffiti style labeling 
that is attractive to the youth. These products are sold heavily in populations of folks of 
color. You won’t find these products in Beverly Hills,” said Fluke Fluker, a co-founder of 
Village Nation. “And it’s cheap and it’s attractive for our kids to drink.” 
 Senior Desirae Duncan, co-president of BSU, added her own thoughts on this 
dilemma. “If you go to a store and you see a can with something you can relate to on 
it - the graffiti - you become interested in the product. The containers make alcohol even 
more attractive to the already enquiring young adults. 
 “Four Loko is like ‘alcohol for kids,’” she said. 

*    *    *
 An anonymous Cleveland junior believes that the flavor of Four Loko is what 
really makes teens prefer this beverage over other alcoholic drinks, like beer.
 “With Four Loko, it’s like drinking a juice! And you don’t taste the alcohol. The 
aftertaste is fruity – it’s awesome!” he exclaimed. “The thing is, you don’t feel drunk. 
What happens is, out of nowhere, it’ll just hit you, you’re [expletive] up, you’re done.”
 “You can drink half a can, you’ll feel a buzz. You finish that [one can and] you 
don’t even know you’re drunk. You’re just gone,” he said. 
 Assistant Principal Shanna Sarris said the speaking out Four Loko is a good idea.
 “I think any type of movement from the students’ perspective is always the best 
thing because students listen to students more than they necessarily listen to adults 
preaching to them about something,” she said. 
 But instead of limiting the target audience to people of color, she believes that it 
should be widened to include all socio-economically impoverished people.
 Dean Rolando Young also believes that saying Four Loko specifically focuses on 
people of color would be jumping to conclusions.
 “The way [Phusion Projects] markets their product is geared towards young 
people. You have to remember that Cleveland is like a mini-city. So whatever is going 
on outside, outside our walls, it’s happening here,” Young said.

*    *    *
 Would it be safe to say that Four Loko has increased teen alcohol consumption at 
Cleveland? The previously-stated anonymous junior claims that it has.
 “Definitely. Here at Cleveland? Especially,” he said. “I have friends that drink. The 
other day, this kid was [passed out] on the bench [after drinking Four Loko].”
 “This year, we have had a few incidents where kids came to school intoxicated. 
They did make us aware that they had drunk the Four Loko. However, they have also 
been helpful in letting us know that there are a lot of stores out there that are just selling 
it to minors, without carding them,” Sarris said. 
 The Land reflects what is going on across the country, the increasing consumption 
of drinks containing both caffeine and alcohol. 
 The state of Michigan has completely banned the sale and consumption of Four 
Loko in its state. Ramapo College in New Jersey, Central Washington University in 
Ellensburg, Washington, and the University of Rhode Island have banned Four Loko 
and other similar alcoholic beverages containing caffeine. Other colleges are quickly 
following suit as they realize the disaster Four Loko is causing on campuses, including 
students requiring hospitalization.
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Getting a Handle on DWP’s Budget 
and Transfer Fees: A No Brainer

YES ON BALLOT MEASURE J
By Jack Humphreville

A Yes Vote on Measure J is a no brainer.  It is what Corporate America has been doing for 
generations. So let’s welcome City Hall and our Department of Water and Power to the 
late Twentieth Century.

Here’s the ballot language on Measure J:  “Shall the Charter be amended to (a) 
require the Department of Water and Power for informational purposes to submit to the 
City Council by March 31 each year a preliminary budget for the ensuing fiscal year ( July 
1 through June 30), to be updated by May 31 with new information, and (b) establish 
procedures for making surplus transfers from the Power Revenue Fund to the City Reserve 
Fund?” 

Measure J, if passed, will require the DWP to submit its preliminary budget for the 
year beginning on July 1 to the City Council for informational purposes b y March 31, about 
three weeks prior to the release of City’s budget.  An update will be due on May 31.

Measure J, if passed, will also require that DWP Board of Commissioners notify the 
City Council and the Mayor of the status of the 8% Power Transfer Fee by December 31, 
and if the transfer cannot be made in full, to document why the 8% Power Transfer Fee 
cannot be made in full.

DWP and its Ratepayers are the largest single source of cash for the City’s General 
Fund.  The City Utility Tax and the not so transparent 8% Power Transfer Fee are projected 
to contribute $315 million (7.2%) and $257 million (5.9%) to the City’s General Fund, a 
total of $573 million (13.1%) of the General Fund’s revenues.

   *  *  *
 
However, there are two troubling issues with Measure J.

The first is that the ballot measure is not written in “Plain English” (as recommended 
by the Securities & Exchange Commission, Arthur Levitt, and Warren Buffett), so that 
the Ratepayers and voters are buried in legalistic, bureaucratic and charter mumbo jumbo 
which requires a special decoder ring.  It also allows our political elites to play word games 
when they want to change the rules.

The second issue is that Measure J does not reform DWP’s lax accounting policies 
that rely on the controversial standards developed by the Government Accounting 
Standards Board rather than the more rigorous standards that are applicable to publicly 
held companies like Southern California Edison and Pacific Gas & Electric. 

One major difference is that DWP would be required to carry its unfunded pension 
liability on its balance sheet.  This liability would also be determined by using the market 
values of the pension plan’s assets (not the actuarial value that allows “smoothing” and 
“market value corridors”) and an Investment Rate Assumption that is more consistent with 
reality.

In DWP’s case, the advertised liability of $1.6 billion would increase to $2.6 billion 
based on market values, and that liability would increase to over $3.5 billion based on a 
lower Investment Rate Assumption. This would imply a funded ratio of less than 65%. Any 
liability would also include the liabilities associated with post retirement medical benefits.

Of course, Measure J may be an academic exercise if the 8% Power Transfer Fee is 
determined to be subject to a popular vote pursuant to Proposition 26 that was adopted on 
November 2 by the California voters.  According to the Los Angeles Times, this matter is 
being studied by the City’s lawyers.  

In the meantime, Vote Yes on Measure J.                              - City Watch

Members questioned the District’s readiness for this change with supplies, 
maintenance, etc. and were also concerned about the difficulty parents 
would have making adjustments to childcare or changing vacation plans on 
such short notice.

To get the word out to many parents who were not aware of the 
calendar change, UTLA members handed out flyers to parents in January 
urging them to call the School Board if they were opposed to the Early 
Start calendar.

UTLA and LAUSD will now establish a working group to study the 
Early Start Calendar and its impact on instruction, with an eye towards 
implementation in 2012-13. A calendar committee will meet as soon as 
possible to determine the school start date for 2011-12.

LAUSD Postpones
Early Start Calendar

(Continued from page 1)

City Watch

Councilman’s Pet Project Costing 
DWP Customers Million$

By Jack Humphreville

The $13 million Griffith Park South Water Recycling Project is just another Tom LaBonge 
pet project that is being dumped on the Department of Water and Power by the City 
and its Department of Recreation and Parks.  Furthermore, its less than transparent 

economics do not pass the financial smell test, creating yet another burden for the already 
beleaguered Ratepayers. 
 This conservation oriented project is designed to provide 370 acre feet (over 120 million 
gallons weighing almost 1 billion pounds) of recycled water from the Los Angeles/Glendale 
Water Reclamation Plant to the Roosevelt Golf Course and the surrounding area through 
7,400 feet of newly installed “purple pipe.” The cost will also include a new one million 
gallon steel water storage tank and a pumping station with peak capacity of 1,400 gallons 
per minute. 
 But the $13 million cost of this endeavor does not make economic sense.  The cost 
equates to over $35,000 an acre foot, about four times the going rate for water rights for 
potable water.  It is also 44 times the current rate for water purchased from the Southern 
California Metropolitan Water District (“MWD”), resulting in a rate of return after 
operating expenses that will not even cover the interest cost on this debt financed project. 
 No wonder the Department of Water and Power and the Department of Recreation 
and Parks have not provided us with any economic analysis.  As a matter of fact, DWP’s 
118 page Mitigation Negative Declaration discussed bats, butterflies, snakes, trees, shrubs, 
and other environmental issues, but there was no mention of the finances of this ecofriendly 
boondoggle. 
    *  *  *

 At the same time that the Water System is being forced to embark on this questionable, 
debt financed project, its overall 
level of debt is skyrocketing, 
endangering its AA- (Double A 
minus) bond rating. 
 In January, the Department 
of Water and Power is expected 
to announce a four year 
increase in our water rates of 
at least 25%.  This is after our 
rates have increased by about 
40% to 50% because of the 
Department has been forced 
to purchase very expensive 
water from MWD because 
of the overly restrictive 
environmental regulations in 
the Owens Valley.  
 This increase in our water 
rates will also be accompanied 
by a similar increase in our 
power rates, resulting in an 
overall hit to Ratepayers’ 
wallets of at least $1 billion 
over the next four years. 

 
 * * *

 Before starting construction 
on this project, the City and 
DWP need to have an open and 
transparent discussion on why 
DWP is being saddled with this 
uneconomic project that is the 
responsibility of Recreation 
and Parks, the lousy economics 
of this deal, the subsidized rates 
that Recreation and Parks is 
being charged by DWP, why 
the entire project is not being 
put out to bid, and what is the 
protocol for “pet projects” that 
are not essential to the efficient 
operation of our Department 
of Water and Power. 
 Of course, this needs to 
be part of a much larger 
conversation which involves the 
proposed $1 billion increase in 
our water and power rates and 
why 25% of DWP’s revenue 
amounting to over $1 billion 
is making its way to City Hall 
and its cronies, including the 
less than transparent and 
possibly illegal $253 million 
Power Transfer Fee/Tax. 
 Now is the time for the 
Mayor and City Council 
to stop the abuse of the 
Ratepayers and their wallets.  
Otherwise, do not expect the 
Ratepayers to be receptive to 
the $4.5 billion Street Repair 
Tax that is making its way to 
the November 2014 ballot. 

From the Left

Three More Years
By Susan Estrich

The disastrous rollout of Obamacare, worse than anyone anticipated or warned, 
could have doomed the president’s second term. It would require something 
very big to take your eyes off of that disaster.

 What an idea. Shut down the government. 
 How clever can you get? The only thing worse than Obamacare is the crowd 
that would close down the government, leaving people all over the place in 

the lurch, in what they conceded from the outset was a hopeless act of protest that 
would in practice change nothing. 
 The tea party, of course, wants more people like that in Washington. And they 
may get them. In the convoluted rules of Washington, that would be better for the 
Democrats than the Republicans, except that it would make getting things done 
even more difficult, which is not really good for the president, who has to figure out 
what to do for the next three years — apart from those things that other second-
term presidents have done, like leave the country a lot.
 The president could drill down on partisan politics, make it his priority to raise 
money for Democratic candidates, attack the “do-nothing” Republican Congress 
— all of which he probably will do. 
 Here’s an idea. Acknowledge mistakes. Try to fix things. The big moves for 
President Obama may be fixing the big moves he’s already made.
 The health care system is the obvious example. It is going to be a mess, but 
it will be a mess that is post-Obamacare. Millions of people are covered under 
Obamacare. You can’t “get rid” of it; there is no “it” anymore, no switch that can 
be turned off. 
    *  *  *

 The question is: How do we fix all of the things people are complaining about 
without bankrupting ourselves? 
 Not to mention all of the other things we need to fix. 
 Like the NSA and intelligence gathering. 
 If Obama were a Republican president, the disclosures relating to surveillance 
programs would be a daily nightmare. As it is, many of the people you might expect 
to be screaming the loudest are on the inside or are friends with the people on the 
inside, not to mention supporters of the president. So exactly whom should they 
scream at? 
 Really, the question should be: When is the administration going to step up to 
the issue? As far as I know, Obama is the only former professor of constitutional 
law to become president. A frightened and confused country might turn to such 
a president in search of a little bit of wisdom as to how to balance overwhelming 
interests (Security! Terrorism! Liberty!) on both sides. Hello? 
 Five years into his presidency, my guess is that fewer Americans believe they 
know and understand this president than did on the day he took office, which is an 
agenda of its own.   - Creators.com

Tyler Jacobson
Nick Saroukhaniof
Lucas Rosenbaum
Indiana Wijay
Christopher Casey
Nick Walker

Coaches:  Todd Jacobson and Rob Rosenbaum

Park Staff
Director:  Caroline Lammers
Recreation Coordinator:  Hugo Sanchez
Flag Football Commissioner:  Bruce Christensen

Dominik Vasquez
Casey Wisely
Luke Hollestelle 
Roman Zuk
Cameron Senegal
Ethan Grant

2013 Minor Flag Football
Valley Region Runners-Up

Northridge Park
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                                                   Congratulations  
Porter Ranch Community School 
                                                             on an OUTSTANDING 

                                              API score of 924!  

PORTER RANCH DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 
PORTER RANCH DEVELOPMENT COMPANY IS A JOINT VENTURE OF SHAPELL HOMES AND LIBERTY BUILDING COMPANY 

City Watch

Garcetti, Feuer Forge 
a New Grifter 

Economy for LA
By Joseph Mailander

S ome would-be LA grifters inherit a ton of cash from their forebears, blow 
through it all in a short time, flirt with bankruptcy, and then do what 
born grifters inevitably do: start looking for an ambulance chaser to file 

a big lawsuit against someone with deep pockets, in the hopes of garnering a 
windfall. 
 A too familiar tale in the hit-record economy of easily defrauded Los 
Angeles, which has an ambulance chaser’s easy number at the ready on 
every bus bench and ads for workers comp “specialists” plastered all over 
billboards in all the less tony parts of town. 
 But in the most recent cases filed, the shakedown artists are Mayor Eric 
Garcetti and City Attorney Mike Feuer.  
 Feuer’s office filed lawsuits in December on behalf of the City of Los 
Angeles against three of the nation’s top commercial banks--Wells Fargo, 
Bank of America, and Citigroup--alleging that the bank’s redlining of ethnic 
communities in the early zeroes forced those communities to sign bad loans 
at institutions like CountyWide, IndyMac, and Washington Mutual--the real 
banking sources of the 2008 financial collapse.
 But it almost certainly won’t reach trial. Nonetheless, Garcetti and Feuer 
have a lot of nerve filing a hopeful big-ticket lawsuit against Wells Fargo, 
Bank of America, and Citigroup, three of the top four prongs that hold LA’s 
small and large business communities together and are big enough to finance 
hundred million dollar enterprises such as blockbuster movies or satellite 
assembly and launch.  

    *  *  *

 This is not a town like Baltimore or Cleveland, which are glad to have 
one or two half-billion dollar loan deals a year.  This is a town that depends 
on a multiple of such deals every month.  The tail is already wagging the 
dog here: all three banks also provide tens of millions of dollars to LA in 
funding charitable arts, cultural, and redevelopment programs.
 Especially ironic is the fact that both Garcetti and Feuer served on 
LA City Council in its far more solvent days--and couldn’t keep their own 
spending in check--while the top banks they’re shaking down for cash 

did a good enough job with their own balance sheets to do the government the favor 
of remaining in a position to take over insolvents like CountryWide, IndyMac and 
WaMu. 
 Feuer appears to be telling banks that they needed to make more loans to 
minorities.  But on the other hand, that was the precise promise of all the liar loans 
processed at CountryWide, IndyMac, and WaMu that brought the nation’s household 
finance market to the point of collapse--and that wasn’t practiced by Wells, BofA, and 
Citigroup, which put them in a position to take over the banks when the government 
asked them to. 
 I have no idea how much the banks will settle this crazy gold-digger suit for if it 
doesn’t get thrown out soon.  They are, a source says, presently talking about tens of 
millions. It certainly won’t be near the billion dollars the City claims it lost because 
Wells, BofA and Citi had the good sense to stay solvent while the real perps--the ones who 
did make risky loans to minority communities--continue to skate. 
 But it’s what happens to Los Angeles after any kind of outcome that could be the 
real concern here.  After all, banks are private businesses, not public utilities.  What 
if they determine as a result of this lawsuit that LA is simply not a good place to do 
business? What if they start shutting down branches in Anglo communities to balance 
their presence in ethnic communities?

 (Joseph Mailander is a writer, an LA observer and a contributor to CityWatch. He is also the 
author of Days Change at Night: LA’s Decade of Decline, 2003-2013.)
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One common New Year’s resolution is to read through the Bible in a year, and 
with all kinds of smart phone apps, reading plans, and journals out there, it’s 
never been easier to accomplish this goal. In fact, last year during the first 

weekend of worship services at Shepherd of the Hills Church, we gave a special 
journal to the thousands of people in attendance at each of our campuses. My staff 
and I put together the journal, called “Anchored to the Word,” which included 
a daily reading schedule to read through the Bible in one year as well as a lined 
section where people could review and respond to what they read each day.
 Now, as we begin a new year, I wholeheartedly encourage you to embark on 
the awesome journey of reading through the Bible in 2014. Instead of drawing 
inspiration from the first book of the Bible, I’d like to take this to time to share 
the significance of the last book of the Bible—Revelation. Filled with symbolism, 
narrative, and poetry, Revelation served to remind the early Christian church—
and the church today—that the Lord Jesus Christ is near and that He is coming 
back in glory to judge the world and make all things new.
 Revelation begins with the apostle John seeing a vision of Jesus Christ holding 
seven stars and standing among seven golden lampstands. The Lord says to John, 
“The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands 
are the seven churches,” to whom the letters are addressed. In Revelations 2:1, 
John explains that Jesus is the One who holds the seven stars in his right hand 
and walks among the seven churches. This passage shows us Jesus’ closeness with 
His people—He holds the angels, who are the overseers of the church, in His right 
hand, and walks among the churches.

    *  *  *
 To the seven churches—Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea—Jesus says, “I know your deeds.” Though the people 
in each of these churches might not be able to see the Lord, He is telling them that 
He is near and acknowledges their works and their struggles. For instance, he 
writes to Thyatira, “I know your deeds, your love and
faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you 
did at first” (2:19). How often do you feel as though your hard work, your tireless 
efforts, and your progress are overlooked or unappreciated? God’s word is a 
reminder that He knows you! Imagine God telling you, “I know the long hours 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

ClOser Than
he aPPears

BY

you spend caring for your loved one,” 
or, “I understand how you give beyond 
your means,” or, “I see how far you’ve 
come from where you started.” Your 
Heavenly Father sees you and longs 
to have a relationship with you! James 
4:8 encourages us in this way: “Draw 
near to God and He will draw near to you.”
 Revelation also reminds us of God’s victory. In the letters to the seven churches, 
John repeats the phrase, “He who overcomes will” or “To him who overcomes, I 
will.” In each of their personal struggles, God encourages the churches that He 
will supply them with what they need to overcome, and when they do, they will 
be blessed. For example, to Laodicea he writes, “To him who overcomes, I will 
give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with 
my Father on his throne” (Revelation 3:21; emphasis added). And to everyone 
who overcomes the struggles and temptations in this life through their faith in 
God, He gives this promise: “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away” (Revelation 21:4).
 The Bible is filled with many great promises for those who desire to put 
their faith in God. Why not make this year different from every other year 
you’ve experienced thus far in your life by getting to know God, the One who 
made you and loves you? There is no better way to get acquainted with God than 
by spending time with Him in His word—the Bible—and in His
house—the church. To learn more about God’s love for you, please join us for 
weekend services at Shepherd of the Hills Church. 
 
Edited by Rhona Cox

Dudley Rutherford is the author of God Has an App for That (www.Godhasanapp.com) 
and the senior pastor of the 10,000-member Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter 
Ranch (Los Angeles), California. Service times at Shepherd are Saturdays at 5:00 and 
6:30 pm and Sundays at 8:30, 10:00, and 11:30 am. You can find Dudley online at 
www.DudleyRutherford.com or on Twitter @pastordudley.
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Contact my office for more information:
5000 Van Nuys Blvd., Suite 420, Sherman Oaks, CA 

(818) 501-9200 • fax: (818) 501-1554

E-mail: Brad.Sherman@mail.house.gov • Website: www.BradSherman.house.gov

Magnolia Blvd.

101 Freeway

W
oo

dm
an

   
A

ve
.

Su
nn

ys
lo

pe
   

A
ve

.

Sunday, January 19th
2:00 - 3:30 pm

Millikan Middle School
5041 Sunnyslope Ave.

Sherman Oaks

Town hall meetings are an excellent opportunity
for me to listen to what’s on the mind of Valley
residents and to respond to questions. On
January 19th, we will discuss ObamaCare, the
economy, Social Security, Medicare, the budget,
and all the issues facing Congress.  

My constituent service staff will also be
available to help you deal with any problem you
are having with any federal agency. The most
important thing we do every day is solve
problems for local residents and businesses. 

The event, refreshments, and parking are free,
so I hope to see you on Sunday, January 19th.

– Congressman Brad Sherman

TOWN HALL MEETING

Congressman BRAD SHERMAN
BJS-Ad 12.13 color Q_Layout 1  12/17/13  12:39 PM  Page 1

City Watch

Mayor Garcetti:
How Long Will The
Honeymoon Last?

By Jack Humphreville

Mayor Eric Garcetti has had a relatively uneventful 175 days in 
office other than a successful dust up with Union Bo$$ Brian 
d’Arcy over the IBEW’s labor contract with our Department of 

Water and  Power. 
 But there are storm clouds on the horizon that will adversely 
impact the City’s finances and our wallets. 
 Despite record revenues of almost $5 billion, Eric must eliminate 
next year’s projected $250 million budget deficit that is the result of 
ever increasing salaries, benefits, and pension contributions.   
 Balancing the budget will be further complicated as there are 
demands for additional spending. The Fire Department is requesting 
funds for almost 300 more firefighters, improved technology, and new 
equipment while there is a push for more affordable housing and 
additional employees by relaxing the Managed Hiring guidelines.  
 Eric and the City Council have also been sandbagged by 
Mayor Villaraigosa’s final budget which was based on bogus wage 
assumptions, including that the civilian unions would forego a 
contracted raise of 5.5% on January 1.  As a result, the Villaraigosa 
magical surplus of $15 million in 2018 will turn into $80 million of 
red ink.  The four year cumulative deficit will also increase by $350 
million to over $700 million. 

    *  *  *

 This month, DWP will be asking for increases in our water and 
power rates that far exceed the rate of inflation. These rate increases 
are designed to fund the repair and maintenance of the Department’s 
neglected infrastructure and numerous environmental regulations, 
including meeting the State’s mandate that requires that 33% of our 
energy be from renewable resources by 2020. 
 But these rate increases will also finance portions of some very 
expensive projects that are being dumped on DWP by City Hall. They 
involve the Los Angeles River, the City’s Stormwater / Urban Runoff 
program, and a multibillion solar plan that is not dissimilar to Measure 

B, the 2009 measure that was rejected by the voters. 
 Quite frankly, this is not a very nice way for Eric to treat the Ratepayers whose votes propelled 
him into office.  
 The City is also considering a controversial $4.5 billion Street Repair Tax that will fund the 
repair of the one-third of our streets that are in a failed or near failed condition. This mess was 
caused by the City diverting infrastructure money to pay for increases of over $1.4 billion in 
salaries, benefits, and pension contributions.  In essence, this new revenue stream that will bump 
our property taxes by up to 6% is just another gimmick to pay for salary increases and ever 
increasing pension contributions.   
 Eric also has the opportunity to be a bold leader by endorsing the Pension Reform Act of 2014 
(www.ReformPensions2014.com), the State ballot measure proposed by San Jose’s Democratic 
Mayor, Chuck Reed. While this reform is opposed by the self serving union leadership, it does 
not impact benefits already earned. Rather, it would allow the City to negotiate changes to future 
pension benefits through the collective bargaining process.  As it is, the City’s projected pension 
contributions of $1.2 billion are expected to gobble up almost a quarter of the City’s budget. 
 Live in Los Angeles? What to expect!
 A $250 million budget deficit, demands for increased spending, contentious labor negotiations, 
a huge increase in our DWP water and power rates, a $4.5 billion street tax to finance even more 
salary increases, and long overdue pension reform. 
 The honeymoon is about to end.

 (Jack Humphreville is the President of the DWP Advocacy Committee,  The Ratepayer Advocate 
for the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council, and a Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate.) 
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Imagine a school where the student experience goes beyond 
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics 
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that 
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a 

challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious 
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect 
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Call today to schedule a 
CAMPUS TOUR

Middle School  
818.363.8127

19800 Devonshire St. 
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School  
818.347.8300

7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

www.chaminade.org

 

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.  
Setting the standard  for Catholic education.

City Watch

Minimum Wages a 
Welfare Problem?

By Odysseus Bostick

L arge, multinational corporations make billions of dollars in profit 
because they pay millions of people poverty wages to work in retail, fast 
food, and banking. In order to survive, these employees enter into our 

welfare system. 
 Every year, employees at McDonalds take home seven billion dollars in 
the form of section 8 housing vouchers, food stamps, and Medicaid. In fact, 
there are so many Mickey Dees employees living on government assistance 
that McDonald’s has created an arm of their human resources department 
called “McResource” just to connect them with aid programs. McThink 
about that that. 
 Government funds are factored into the budget expectations in all these 
minimum wage industries. That, in effect, makes welfare a backdoor subsidy 
for low wage employers. Walmart has come to rely on these services for a 
majority of their one million employees. 
 The dirty, twisted part of this façade is that conservatives kill any bill 
that attempts to raise the minimum wage to a level that might alleviate the 
burden this corporate welfare is placing on our government. They rationalize 
these poverty wages by arguing that these are entry-level jobs you do while 
working your way up through college. Then you should get something better. 

    *  *  *

 But people working in fast food struggle to make basic ends meet, let alone to 
get the education necessary to pull themselves up by the bootstraps. They struggle to 
find childcare for their kids. They use the emergency room for routine medical care. 
They don’t always have reliable transportation. They’re working at night and no 
one’s helping their kids with homework. They eat a lot of fast food, naturally. 
 The tragedy is that they don’t have the time, resources, or the capacity to 
raise their children out of poverty wages. Most reprehensible is that this system is 
indoctrinating that next generation into the welfare system. It’s their normal. 
 Am I being overly dramatic? For the sake of this conversation, let’s take a look 
at the “American Working Family” – a married couple with 2 kids – the storied 
example for which many pretend to advocate so strongly. We’ll say they live in Los 
Angeles. 
 The average rent here is $1,435. That’s 107% of your working year if you make 
the minimum wage rate of $8.00/hr, but it’s only 81% of your working year if you 
take home $10.60/hr, the poverty rate defined for Los Angeles. 
 Let’s play pretend. Pretend that Walmart or McDonald’s paid their employees 

in LA $12/hr. With both parents working full time at the fictional rate of $12/hr, they 
would gross $3,840 (before taxes). Taxed at a mere 8% and subtracting rent, those 
families are left with $2,097. 
 Now subtract electricity, water, gas, and phones. This family of four is left with 
about $50 a day to clothe, feed, and provide healthcare for a family of four. Don’t forget 
about transportation. 
 I know what you’re thinking. They would never end up actually paying all 
that rent, because they would get some government subsidy in the form of section 8 
housing. They would probably be on Medicaid, so they don’t have to worry about 
healthcare. Their electricity and gas would be subsidized by you, the tax-payer, and 
you resent that. 

    *  *  *

 And that was an inflated example. In reality, they make minimum wage. That’s 
$16-17,000 a year in a region where rent costs you $17,200 a year on average. This math 
doesn’t add up. This person must receive welfare in order to survive. 
 From time to time, we do need to subsidize industries because the value those 
companies provide our community is worth it. 
 Take fast food. No, please, take it away from my neighborhood because all it gives 
us is hypertension, obesity, and diabetes. It neither promotes healthful eating nor does 
it provide jobs capable of bringing value back to the families on my block. 
 Take Walmart and Target. No, please, take them away. They exploit desperate 
labor markets overseas, while displacing good middle class factory jobs here in the 

US. And what value does it provide 
my family in exchange for the loss of 
those jobs? I get to buy my kids some 
lead-infused toys for a couple bucks 
less, my neighbors get some retail job 
that robs them of their Thanksgiving, 
and all the profits go into the pockets 
of a CEO who will start cutting hours 
once they have to provide my neighbor 
any semblance of a healthcare plan. 
 The fight against a living wage 
is putting tremendous downward 
pressure on the American Dream. It 
is creating a permanent underclass 
dependent upon the state to live. And 
it’s costing you money. 
 We need a living wage of $15 an hour 
in Los Angeles. Then it would only 
take about 20 hours a week just to pay 
the rent. A family of four would still 
qualify for food stamps, but at least 
we wouldn’t have to subsidize these 

industries so heavily. (Odysseus Bostick is a Los Angeles teacher and former candidate 
for Los Angeles Councilman.)

New Hit
and Run Law

A new law authored by Assemblyman Mike Gatto of Los 
Angeles dealing with hit and run drivers took effect 
statewide on Jan. 1.

 AB 184, addresses what has become a growing problem in 
the Southland: drivers leaving accident scenes.
 The measure extends the current three-year statute of  
  limitations to six for investigating hit-and-run crashes that   
   result in death or serious injury.
 “Thousands of hit-and-run victims suffer life-threatening 

     injuries annually,” Gatto said. “Allowing the perpetrators
to avoid prosecution just adds insult to

these injuries.”
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City Watch LA

We Have Met the
Enemy and She is Old

By Richard  Eskow

“When you are old and grey and full of sleep,” the William Butler Yeats poem begins, “And 
nodding by the fire …” 

Our culture has always been emotional – sentimental, even – about old age. So when 
did older people become The Enemy? Recently, a judge ruled that Detroit could move 
forward with its plan to cut pensions for retired city workers. Also, Washington is 

celebrating a budget deal that harms older people economically in several ways. 
 And a society that grows teary-eyed with each new viewing of On Golden Pond seems 
okay with that. 
 In a December 5 opinion, a U.S. bankruptcy judge ruled that Detroit could go forward 
with its plans to cut city workers’ pensions. He did so despite a state law making such cuts 
illegal, and despite his observation that Kevyn Orr, Detroit’s unelected city manager, “did 
mislead the public about the status of pensions in bankruptcy.” 
 Detroit’s manufacturing industry was outsourced, with no thought given to preserving 
our industrial heartland – or, for that matter, to preserving its covenant with working people. 
Wall Street banks were hired to manage Detroit’s pension money, and large sums vanished 
from the fund. Bankers may be asked to compromise on outstanding fees as part of a pension 
deal, but they won’t be asked to account for the missing money – and they’ve already been 
paid millions. 
 “Detroit ruling opens door to pension cuts across the nation,” said a headline in the Los 
Angeles Times. That’s the point. Pro-corporate politicians have been planning to break pension 
agreements all across the country, and they’ve been looking to Detroit for a green light. 
    *  *  *
 And then it was announced that Rep. Paul Ryan and Sen. Patty Murray had reached 
a “bipartisan” budget deal that singles out older people in at least three different ways: 
by requiring new Federal workers to pay more for their pension, by reducing pensions 
for military personnel who retire before the age of 62, and by cutting Medicare provider 
reimbursements (which will make it harder for seniors to find participating doctors). 
 The budget deal “opens doors,” too. Its “cost-of-living” cuts to military pensions 
resemble the benefit cuts our “bipartisan” leaders have been trying to impose on Social 
Security. Its Medicare cuts could be the first step toward shifting the excessive cost of health 
care to America’s seniors. And its pension changes for Federal employees suggest that the 
promise of financial security after a lifetime of work is null and void. 
 Somehow we’ve turned against older Americans. And since we’ll all join that group 
someday – if we live long enough – that means we’ve turned against ourselves. 
 In earlier, more socially responsible days – 1970 or so – the cartoonist Walt Kelly drew 
his Pogo characters walking through a trash-filled swamp and saying, “We have met the 
enemy and he is us.” (He was paraphrasing Commodore Perry’s famous quote from the 
Revolutionary War: “We have met the enemy and he is ours.”) 
 If we’re to take responsibility for our ongoing economic crisis, we must take responsibility 
for our failures to rein in the individuals and institutions who created it. But it’s hard to 
do that when our political leaders won’t step up – and why would they? Republicans are, 
unequivocally, the Corporations Party. And now we have the spectacle of the Democratic 
Party’s presumptive 2016 nominee reportedly arguing (for a fee estimated at $200,000 or 
more) that vilification of Wall Street is counterproductive. 
    *  *  *
 It would be reasonable to ask Wall Street to pay the lion’s share of the cost for cleaning 
up problems they created through massive fraud – including municipal bid-rigging and 
LIBOR interest rate fraud. But you can’t ask them to pay up if you’re not allowed to criticize 
them. And if you can’t blame Wall Street for our problems, who can you blame? 
 The elderly, apparently. 
 Which raises the question: How, exactly, do self-interested executives, politicians, and 
pundits convince an entire society to turn against its elders? Here’s how: By dismissing 
the value of a lifetime’s work once it’s done. By calling seniors selfish if they expect their 
government to honor its part of a bargain they kept for half a century. 

City Watch la

english spoken here - Why 
Is That a language Crisis?!

By Rosemary Jenkins

I read a Los Angeles Times article the other day entitled “Health Sign-Up Slow 
To Attract Latinos.”  In summary, it stated that too many of the millions of 
California Latinos who are eligible to sign up for healthcare are not doing so 

because they prefer to communicate in Spanish only.   They want to speak over 
the phone or in person with a trained guidance counsellor who will speak fluent 
Spanish with them.  As my husband frequently points out to me, What other 
country is that accommodating to their foreign-born residents or visitors?!  Do I 
sound a bit sullen? 
 Even though Covered California (one of the best and most effective health 
coverage programs in the nation) offers a website page in Spanish, apparently that is 
not enough to satisfy potential Spanish-language applicants.  I think I understand the 
Latin culture which is often distrustful of government, but filling out these application 
forms to qualify for health insurance (that many have never had and/or could not 
afford) is no different from filling out similar information when applying for a job 
or a credit card.  It truly is no more an invasion of privacy than responding to the 
questionnaire one’s doctor or pension plan would require. 
 In some ways, Californians in general are being held hostage because if enough 
Latinos (a large segment of our population) do not sign up, the premiums could increase 
and some of the insurers might even decide to leave the program, reducing choices for 
the rest of us.  
 My family is an eclectic one, made up of people who identify as white, Black, 
Latino, Filipino, Jew and Christian, immigrants from Poland and Hungary/Romania—
and what they all have in common is that every one of them speaks “perfect” English.  
If they were foreign-born, they made it their business to learn the language and to 
assimilate into our societal order (without having to lose their native language or 
identification with their homeland heritage). 
 I have friends whose parents have been in this country some 40-50 years and 
don’t speak a word of English!  They don’t vote because they never became citizens.  
They watch Spanish television exclusively, listen to Spanish radio, read Spanish-
language newspapers and other periodicals, know more about current events in their 
birth country than their new one.  They have good jobs but cross the border nearly 
every weekend to make their purchases there. 
 I even remember some students that I had in one of my English as a Second 
Language (ESL) classes who would spit on the American flag as they entered my room 
(until I caught them).  Their response?  In essence, they had disdain for the country 
which was educating them--free of charge! 
 Certainly I know that this description does not apply to most immigrants in 
America (legal or not) though it does represent too many.  I do, however, feel a little 
betrayed, so I know I sound pained and even disgruntled and aggrieved by these 
attitudes.   While I and many of my colleagues are demonstrating to get immigration 
reform passed, while we are working diligently to make sure everyone can obtain 
affordable health care, while we are fighting to raise minimum wages—what are these 
reluctant residents doing? 
 Though it hurts me to see the rifts and class divides in this nation, I realize that at 
least some of that is our own doing.  Being part of the American Dream is not a betrayal 
of our past but an affirmation of our present and future and that of our progeny. 
 A common language is what we use to communicate.  Language brings a richness 
to our lives through inter-personal relationships (between foreign-born grandparent 
and American-born grandchild, for instance), during the school and work day, at the 
junior soccer game, through literature and movies, television and radio--a gateway 
to understanding politics with the urgency behind an intelligent and timely vote.  
Language can help us to sign up for a health plan that can save lives—yours and those 
of your family.
 I only wish that the people who should be reading this message could read it.  If 
only … if only …
 (Rosemary Jenkins is a Democratic activist and chair of the Northeast Valley Green 
Coalition.)



Open University at CSUN
 The community is invited to register for Spring-
semester classes at California State University, 
Northridge through the Open University program.  
CSUN’s Tseng College administers Open University, 
which allows those not enrolled at CSUN to take 
academic-credit classes on a space-available basis, so 
long as they meet course prerequisites and receive the 
instructor’s permission.  Open University registration 
starts Jan. 21, 2014, the first day of the Spring semester.  
http://openuniversity.csun.edu

San Manuel Casino Trip
 Valley Jewish Community Center will be running 
a trip to the San Manuel Casino. It will be held on 
February 2, 2014. We will be leaving at 10 am and 
returning at 6 pm. Snacks, refreshments, games and 
fun. Cost is $25.00 (Casino will reimburse you $10.00 
upon our arrival). Sunday, February 2nd. Please 
contact Susan a susan@soakool.com, or send your 
checks to VJCC, 18017 Chatsworth St. #217, Granada 
Hills, 91344, or call 818-360-2211 or go to valleyjcc.org 
for more information. Registration deadline: January 
24th. Limited seating.

Type 2 Diabetes Prevention
 Preventing Diabetes for L.I.F.E.* (*Lifestyle 
Intervention For Everyone). LA Valley College: 16 
Core Sessions + 6 Post Core Sessions (TBA); Tuesday, 
February 4, 2014-Tuesday, May 27, 2014 (no class 
on 4/1/14); Time: 7-8 PM; Fee: $37.00 (includes all 
materials). Register on line at http://lavalley.augusoft.
net (beginning January 2, 2014). Register by phone 
beginning December 23, 2013 at 818-947-2577 x4172. 
This course, presented in partnership with the Valley 
Jewish Community Center is designed to disseminate 
a lifestyle change program with people at high risk for 
Type 2 Diabetes.

Museum of Tolerance
 Councilman Mitchell Englander’s Field Deputy, 
Ron Rubine, recently spent a day at the Museum of 
Tolerance (MOT) with an amazing group of students 
from Porter Ranch Community School as part of the 
Tools for Teens Program. The purpose of the Tools for 
Teens Program was to encourage students to look at 
strategies for creating a more cohesive community 
around them and positively affect the world-at-large.

DEADLINE FOR NON-PROFITS

Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, 
by the 20th, for the following month. Send word 

document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter
Local Events Coordinator
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LOCAL  Events
MASON PARK PROGRAMS

  Mark your calendars for a long list of activities 
and program scheduled this winter and spring at 
Mason Park, 10500 Mason Avenue, Chatsworth.
 Starting first will be karate; beginning soccer; 
cooking for kids; adult a.m. yoga; pre-ballet; beginning 
ballet; crafty kids; and flag football.
 Coming for spring are t-ball and coach pitch 
youth leagues; and little kickers’ instructional soccer, 
according to Juan Soto, Park Director.
 For more information, call 818-998-6377. 
Programs are limited, and fill quickly. Call now!!

New Year’s Day
 California State Parks will sponsor a free, guided 
hike on Wednesday, New Year’s Day at 11:00 am Santa 
Susana Pass State Historic Park, 10259 Larwin Ave. in 
Chatsworth as part of America’s State Parks First Day 
Hikes initiative. First Day Hikes offer a great way to get 
outside, exercise, enjoy nature and welcome the New 
Year with friends and family. For more information, 
contact Scheereen Dedman at 818-784-4849.

Granada Hills Library
 The Friends of the Granada Hills Library will host 
a two-day used book sale on Friday, January 10, and 
Saturday, January 11, 2014.  The sale will take place 
from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM both days, and will be held 
in the library’s community room. Average prices will 
range from 25 cents to one dollar.  Lots of children’s 
books will be available both Friday and Saturday.  All 
proceeds will benefit the library. The Granada Hills 
Library is located at 10640 Petit Ave. in Granada Hills.  
The phone number is 818-368-5687.

Mediation Information
 California State University, Northridge’s Tseng 
College hosts a free information session for its 
Mediation and Conflict Resolution certificate program, 
Jan. 11, 10-11:30 a.m., at the campus University Club, 
18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge.  The program 
trains people to help resolve differences in community, 
school and workplace settings.  For more information:  
http://tsengcollege.csun.edu/programs/MCR or email 
patricia.lyon@csun.edu

Issues of Church & State
 The public is invited to a presentation by Michael 
Risman, a speaker representing Americans United for 
Separation of Church & State, on Sunday, January 
12,  10:00 am at Temple Ahavat Shalom, 18200 Rinaldi 
Place, Northridge. The organization is “your voice 
in the battle to preserve religious liberty”, that is 
to ensure that our democracy does not endorse any 
particular religion. Be a part of the conversation that 
will highlight what may be the strongest challenges to 
keeping government and religion separate. Mr. Risman 
will cover recent local church & state issues and events 
in the Los Angeles area and how they tie into the larger 
national issues
being followed by Americans United national office. 
Free admission. The Sisterhood and Men of Temple 

Ahavat Shalom are sponsoring this public service 
event. For more information, contact the temple office, 
818-360-2258.

Financial Peace University
 More than two million families have positively 
changed their financial future through Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University (FPU). Updated in summer 
2012, the now nine-week course provides families and 
individuals with practical tools to gain control of their 
finances and set themselves up for long-term financial 
success. The course meets once a week where a 
different lesson is taught by Dave on DVD followed by 
a small-group discussion. Lessons include budgeting, 
relationships and money, getting out of debt, saving for 
emergencies and investing. FPU will be held in Porter 
Ranch at Shepherd of The Hills Porter Ranch located at 
19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch. The classes will 
begin Tuesday, January 14, 2014 at 6:30 PM. Contact 
Rick Kasel at (818)831-9333 for more information or to 
register. 

Because I Love You (BILY)
 BILY will be sponsoring the San Fernando Valley’s 
first Heroin Kills Symposium at Granada Hills Charter 
High School on January 16th, 2014 at 6:30PM. BILY 
has been offering Free counseling support groups for 
32 years in 11 states and Canada and have helped 
over 700,000 parents and youth. Please see our web 
site at www.bily.org for more information on our 
organization. 

Northridge Quake @ 20
 The Valley Economic Alliance will commemorating 
the 20th Anniversary of the Northridge Earthquake. 
Please join in saluting the individuals and community 
leaders that elevated the Valley to new heights on 
Friday, January 17, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm at California 
State University Northridge, 18111 Nordhoff St.  
Special Preparedness Workshops for yourself, family 
and business. Workshop topics will include preparing 
for natural disasters, cyber-attacks, financing thru 
crisis, and disaster management for families and the 
workplace. Workshops will be followed by an Awards 
Ceremony recognizing outstanding community 
members who rose above and beyond to serve their 
communities during the Northridge Earthquake. For 
more information visit http://www.thevalley.net/event/
valley-of-the-stars-reaching-new-heights or please call 
(818) 379-7000 or email info@economicalliance.org. 

-Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth 
District

Earthquake Stories
 Hosted by Councilmember Englander, “After 
Stories”-Commemorating the Northridge Earthquake 
is an opportunity for the community to come together 
and share their stories of the Northridge Earthquake. 
Luminarias will be made available for persons 
wishing to share their stories. The event will be on 
Friday, January, 17, 6:00 am – 8:30 am at Northridge 
Recreation Center, 10058 Reseda Blvd. 

ensuring the Protection of street Memorials
Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth District

last month, I authored and submitted a motion instructing the Bureau of Street Services and the Bureau of Sanitation to report to the Public Works 
and Gang Reduction Committee, to establish compassionate guidelines and policies to allow for the display and removal of temporary street 
memorials being placed in the public right-of-way, being sensitive to the families grieving over their lost loved ones. 

 In the immediate aftermath of the Chatsworth Metrolink Train Crash in 2008, families paid tribute to their loved ones by displaying several dozen 
memorials on Chatsworth Street. Understanding that the community needed a place for grieving and of remembrance, a permanent memorial was 
commissioned and placed at Stoney Point Park. While permanent memorials are often constructed in remembrance of life lost in tragedy, that’s not 
always the case. 
 Informal street memorials are commonly embraced as a way to honor loved ones, especially those that have lost their lives in traffic collisions. 
Throughout the City, we have seen memorials set up in the public right-of-way as a place of grieving, whether it be family members placing pictures, 
candle light vigils, to more organized memorials such as the ones placed by Ghost Bikes. 
 Given the number of hit and run collisions that happen every year, an estimated 20,000 according to a recent Los Angeles Police Department report, 
it is important that the City of Los Angeles be thoughtful about its policies as it pertains to street memorials. 
 Currently, the City municipal code stipulates that all items blocking the public right-of-way must be immediately removed. While the Investigation 
and Enforcement Division of Bureau of Street Services and the Bureau of Sanitation do their best to be sensitive to the families in mourning, because 
of the ad hoc and temporary nature of these memorials, notification for removal can be difficult to achieve. We need a clear process to address the 
placement and removal of these memorials. 
 Additionally, there is inconsistent policies pertaining to street memorials, including the duration a memorial can possibly remain in the public right-
of-way, which department is responsible for the notification and which for the removal, who to contact for notification of removal, and the notification 
process, since some memorials are removed without any advanced notice. 
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Not currently 
taking medication 
for your 

high blood 
sugar?

Clinical research study of a diabetes medication.

If you qualify, you may receive:

•  study medication and study-related medical 
care at no cost

•  reimbursement for study-related travel

Call 866-370-4540
or visit www.PathwaysForDiabetes.com

 Janssen Research & Development, LLC

 
 

Visit www.chaschool.org to Learn More  
or Call 818-998-4037 to Schedule a Tour

Chatsworth Hills
Academy

Helping Children Learn, 
Grow, and Discover for 35 Years

Preschool–8th Grade
21523 Rinaldi St., 

Chatsworth

OPEN HOUSE DATES:
Sunday,  Jan. 26  1–3 p.m.

City Watch

Hollywood’s 
Revolving Door 

Pushes LA’s Housing 
Market Skyward

By Joseph Mailander

How many times on network television--if you still have a television--have you 
seen an excited boy or girl barely out of his teens waving a ticket on American 
Idol or So You Think You Can Dance or another talent magnet jumping up 

and down and saying, “I’m going to Hollywood!”
 For every such nationwide flashing of a contestant’s ticket, thousands with similar 
or ancillary dreams of entertainment careers, whether performing or scripting, 
directing or lighting or producing, arrive in Hollywood--even as people at the other 
end of their careers check out of the place.
 While many immigrants from Zacatecas, Central America, Korea, or Irvine come 
to LA in any given year, the lure of Hollywood is the single top factor that causes all of 
LA’s rental stress.  You never see anyone jumping up and down and screaming “I’m 
going to Eagle Rock!” or “I’m going to Echo Park!” or even “I’m going to Venice!” 
But within six months or a year of arrival, they may indeed be texting from these 
ancillary rental markets. 
 It is little wonder that while the top industry group in Hollywood is entertainment, 
the second leading industry is moving and storage. 
 A lot of people in America and indeed throughout the world want to live in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, and New York City. If you wonder why rent accounts for such 
a large percentage of a person’s income in these three cities, this is most of what you 
need to know.  But LA is the outlier in a lot of senses.
 Of these three top desirable US destinations, only Los Angeles, for instance, has 
the kind of political structure that allows it to pretend that it is growing at a breakneck 
pace.  The truth is that it is not; neither is New York City or San Francisco in terms of 
population increase.  
    *  *  *
 The top reason that New York City and San Francisco do not grow much in 
population is that there is neither much room nor much political will for them to 
grow. Los Angeles however still has all kinds of room within its city limits, and 
also an absentee Planning Department, indulged by a long but shallow stream of 
Mayors who imagine that adding density will simulate the effect of limited water 
boundaries that naturally shoot San Francisco and Manhattan skywards.
 While anti-density types in LA--which is nearly everyone who owns a single 
family home, yet still a minority--maintain that we are congested beyond other 
urban areas (untrue--we just rearrange our traffic even less efficiently than they 
do), the fact is that the spacious lots and sprawling neighborhoods found from 
Porter Ranch to San Pedro are not exceptionally dense, but are only made to look 
that way because of our reliance on the automobile. 
 Young people--under 30’s, who typically are renters--have been coming here 
from across the country have been coming here for over a century because of but 
have especially arrived in numbers since the advent of reality television. 
 Some of our most seemingly established communities are actually place in 
which rental units exceed 70% of the housing stock.  Downtown, Los Feliz, and 
Sherman Oaks north of the Boulevard are all composed of over 70% rental units. 
 There are other lures.  The major colleges, on the strength of its sheer 
numbers--impact the rental market too.  People come to stand on corners.  People 
come to work in banks.  People come and they leave in nearly equal numbers.  It’s 
a revolving door market with people perpetually streaming inside and out, often 
feeling they’re stuck on the wrong side of the door. 

Puig Arrest

the Los Angeles Dodgers have issued a two-sentence statement 
about the second arrest of their rookie sensation, outfielder 
Yasiel Puig, for dangerous driving in the last eight months.

 Puig was arrested Dec. 28 for allegedly driving 110 mph across 
“Alligator Alley,” a long and straight section of Interstate 75 across 
the Florida Everglades. The posted speed limit there is 70 mph, a 
Florida Highway Patrol officer said.
 “We have spoken to Yasiel and made it clear that we, as an 
organization, are very disappointed in his recent behavior,” the 
Dodgers front office said in its statement. “This is a very serious 
issue to us and we will continue to educate him and strive to further 
his growth off the field and as a member of the community.”
 Last April, Puig was arrested for suspicion of reckless driving 
and speeding for allegedly going 97 mph in a 50 mph zone in 
Tennessee.
 Puig lit up the league after the Dodgers called him up to the big 
leagues in June. He batted .319, clobbered 19 home runs, knocked 
in 42 runs in 104 games and was the runner-up in voting for the 
National League’s Rookie of the Year award.
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NATIONAL 
SALE &

CLEARANCE

HURRY IN! SALE 

ENDS MONDAY, 

JANUARY 27  

AT 9PM!

#1 in California, 
#1 in America,  

18 Locations  
to Serve  

You!

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card made between 01/07/2014 to 01/27/2014. Equal monthly payments required for 60 months. 

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card made between 01/07/2014 and 01/27/2014. Interest will be charged to your account from the 
purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full with 12 months. Minimum Monthly Payments required. 

10%
off‡5YEARS

NO INTEREST¹
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

20%
off‡12MONTHS

NO INTEREST²
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE
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#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA, 18 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

FOLSOM
2799 E. Bidwell Street

Folsom, CA 95630
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3671 N Freeway Blvd
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Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050

West Covina, CA 91791
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Eastland Center Dr 

805.981.0284

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place at  

Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd

 
Oxnard, CA 93036

10 

Montclair
Plaza

Moreno Street

M
on

te
 V

ist
a 

Av
e

Ce
nt

ra
l A

ve

MONTCLAIR
Located South

of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln.

Montclair, CA 91763
909.625.4420

FOLSOM
2799 E. Bidwell Street

Folsom, CA 95630

NATOMAS
3671 N Freeway Blvd

Sacramento, CA 95835
Opening 

Mid-November

Opening Friday, 
August 23rd at 10am
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Monday-Sunday 10am-9pm visit us online @  www.ashleyfurniturehomestore.com
#1 Name In Furniture
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COLTON
Next to our Factory
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Victor Valley
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HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans exit
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YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91

22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy 
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

714.363.9900

Savi Ranch Pkwy.

NEXT TO
COSTCO

91

Yorba Linda
 B

lvd
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East of the 5

Exit Burbank Blvd
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Northridge Mall
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Monday-Sunday 10am-9pm visit us online @  www.ashleyfurniturehomestore.com “Se Habla Español”
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Just North of

The Laguna Hills Mall
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Wickes Furniture building
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Located in the Market Place at  

Oxnard Shopping Center
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MONTCLAIR
Located South

of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln.

Montclair, CA 91763
909.625.4420

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, 
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers, promotions, discounts and 
financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not 
represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, 
and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else.  No deposit is required for 
financed purchases. HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2014 Ashley HomeStores,Ltd. Promotional Start Date: January 7, 2014. Expires: January 27, 2014.

¹Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full.  The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the 
purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases.  For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment if the purchase is made with your Ashley HomeStore credit card.

²Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 12 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the 
promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional 
period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders 
should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment if the purchase is made with your Ashley HomeStore credit card.


