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Porter Ranch Gas Leak Issue
Southern Califoria
Gas Co. released
these images of
two ways it can

S

tarting in late October, the Southern California Gas
Company’s Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility,
owned by Sempra Energy began leaking gas that affected
the community of Porter Ranch. It’s speculated that the repair
process can take up to 2 to 4 months. This has led to numerous
people being moved out of the area.
My name is Jeffery Nordella and I’m a physician and Medical
Director for Porter Ranch Quality Care, the Urgent Care clinic
sitting in the heart of the gas leak. Our facility has seen an increased
number of patients with a wide variety of complaints. I’ve been
asked to write this article to give a basic explanation of what the
gas leak means to people in the affected area.
(Continued on page 5)

T

potentially stop the
Aliso Canyon gas
leak by pumping
fluid directly
into the well or
via a relief well.
(Image courtesy of
SoCalGas)

“For Want of a Nail”

Safety Valve Not Repaired

he still leaking well was first drilled back in 1953. A field engineer,
now retired, who once worked at the Aliso Canyon field, recently
called the “stuff” below the ground at the site “junk.”
Anneliese Anderle zeroed in on a piece of equipment 8,451
feet underground called a sub-surface safety valve. She told Gene
Maddaus of LA Weekly that if it were working properly, the gas
company would be able to shut down the well. “It must be broken,”
she reported, indicating that it had not been inspected since 1976,
almost 40 years ago. “It’s a long time to leave in the well.”
n the nation’s biggest environmental disaster since the BP oil spill, the natural gas leak above Los Angeles has emitted
The Weekly later interviewed Roger Schwecke, a SoCal Gas
more than 150 million pounds of methane. Thousands of residents in Porter Ranch have been evacuated and put in
executive who said the valve wasn’t damaged, actually wasn’t
temporary housing. The fumes have caused headaches and nosebleeds. Southern California Gas Company, says it
there. “We removed that valve in 1979,” he said. He added that the
could
take three to four months to stop the breach.
valve was old, leaking, and it was hard to find a new part, “so the
A single mother of three, working
company opted not to replace it.”
Special Report
as
a legal assistant, she helped win the
When Anderle heard of the missing valve, she asked “You get
biggest
class action lawsuit in American
rid of a safety valve because it wasn’t working? A safety valve would
history.
Her story was told in the Oscarhave shut the damn well down! They’re in a bunch of trouble.”
winning
film starring Julia Roberts
For want of a nail, the shoe was lost;
called,
well,
Erin Brockovich. She’s now
For want of a shoe, the horse was lost;
By Eric Nam, Berkshire Hathaway Home Services For the Valley Voice
working
to
seek
justice for victims of the
For want of a horse, the rider was lost;
have no crystal ball. Neither does anybody else, Realtor or otherwise. Porter Ranch gas leak.
For want of a rider, the message was lost;
Had someone had one, we would have seen exactly when this Aliso
“This is something, unfortunately, that
For want of the message, the battle was lost;
Canyon gas leak was coming and prepared accordingly (although I’ve been doing in my career for 22 years,
For want of a battle, the kingdom was lost;
recent reports indicate that SoCal Gas Company in fact knew about the and that’s working in big environmental
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail.
declining integrity of their system and began anticipating such a failure in 2014 disasters. And when happens, oftentimes
From Benjamin Franklin’s POOR RICHARD’S ALMANAC.
or earlier, but that’s a whole other article out of my scope of expertise.) There is the community will reach out to me. And
“Oh, for the want of a safety valve!”
a looming fear here in Porter Ranch of a drastic decline in real estate value, and this one is very close to me because I’m
many are bracing for it. Will it come? Is it inevitable? Nobody can accurately actually their neighbor. I don’t live too far
predict this. To do so would be pure conjecture and such conjecture should be from there. And the minute I saw what
taken with caution.
was going on, and hearing from them and
What we can do, though, is take a look at some numbers we have on what’s happening to them, that’s just my
hand. According to the Multiple Listing Service (“The MLS”) these are some call to action, was to get out and see what I
real estate statistics for properties in the “91326” zip code within varying could do to help the community,” she said.
parameters, not including builder-direct and for-sale-by-owner sales:
“The scope of it is enormous. And there
n our special report on this page “What’s Your Home Worth,”
- As of this writing there are 52 Active listings at an average asking price is another videotape out there that really
Eric Nam speculates that the Porter Ranch gas leak did NOT
per square foot (“ppsf”) of $324, with a median asking price of $839,450, and helps us see pollution, because I think we
begin in October 2015, but perhaps in 2014! To research this
an average 69 days on market (“DOM”)
can’t see it, so therefore we don’t always
conflict as to the start of the leak, the Valley Voice’s research
- As of this writing there are 30 listings in escrow at an average asking think that it’s real. And it’s amazing. It
discovered that oil was first discovered in that same field back in
ppsf of $312, with a median asking price of $680,475.
looks like a volcano that’s just erupting,
1938, by Tidewater Associated Oil, which was owned by J. Paul
- From 10/23/15 to 01/01/2016, the subject period, there were a total of 76 that won’t stop. And when you fly over
Getty, who turned around and sold the profitable fields to Pacific
homes sold at an average ppsf of $307, with a median sales price of $672,450, and you have the right lenses and you
Lighting. There’s more! Pacific goes all the way back to the 19th
and an average 76 DOM.
can—because methane, you know, the
century when gas was used to light residences.
- Third quarter 2015 statistics show a total of 188 homes sold at an average gases, you can’t see. But as they use the
Catching up, we know Sempra Energy, listed on the New
ppsf of $317, with a median sales price of $670,000, and an average 54 days on right screen, you can actually see that
York Stock Exchange, now is the proud owner of the facilities.
market 54 DOM.
it’s like a black plume of smoke through
Infrastructure hasn’t changed much, as the Public Utilities
- The first three quarters 2015 statistics show a total of 384 homes sold at there that just continues to billow out.
Commission revealed in 2014 that most of the 229 wells were
an average ppsf of $309, with a median sales price of $665,000, and an average And the magnitude of it is enormous,” she
VERY old, 50% over 50 years, and a staggering 52 are more
57 DOM.
continued.
than 70 years old. It’s natural to ask the obvious, how long will
Now let’s take a glance at 2014 for a little perspective:
“You know, BP was something that they
these old fields last, since many were constructed under less than
- From 10/23/14 to 12/31/14 there were a total of 75 homes sold at an couldn’t stop, that was way deep in the
“modern standards?”
average ppsf of $295, with a median sales price of $605,500, and an average 61 earth, which is exactly what’s happening
Remember the Getty connection in the first paragraph? We
DOM.
out here. And as we begin to peel back the
interviewed a former Getty employee, who worked for many
- Third quarter 2014 statistics show a total of 134 homes sold at an average layers of the onion, if you will, and find
years at the site in question, and also owns property here in
ppsf of $300, and an average 55 DOM.
out what happened and why we’re in this
Porter Ranch. When we asked Pete Mckinnon, what he thought
- Total annual 2014 statistics show 385 homes sold at an average ppsf of type of situation, the idea that they have
of the time frame as to when this well began to leak, he answered,
$297, with a median sales price of $629,000, and an average 57 DOM.
safety valves in place at 8,000 feet down,
“At least 6 to 18 months ago.”
And overall, over the past two years, homes in 91326 have sold for 98%- that Southern Cal Gas removed and
Finally, why is it taking so long to drill a relief well to finally
99% of their original asking prices, the subject period included.
seal the leak?		
- Valley Voice
(Continued on page 10)
(Continued on page 5)

Erin Brockovich: Methane Gas Leak is Worst
U.S. Environmental Disaster Since BP Oil Spill
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What’s Your Home Worth?

I

Did Gas Leak Start in
2015, Or was it in 2014?

I

Your coverage options have
never been better.

Facey Medical Group doesn’t sell health insurance but choosing
a Facey doctor for your care is easy. We accept most HMO, PPO,
Medicare and Medicare Advantage health insurance plans.
Ask your insurance company how you can switch today.
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The good news is that Facey Medical Group clinics are part of Oscar’s exclusive EPO network
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Facey Medical Group doesn’t sell health insurance but choosing a Facey doctor for your care is easy. We accept most HMO, PPO, Medicare and Medicare Advantage health plans.
Ask your insurance company how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently contract with, visit our website at facey.com/insurance or call 1-844-MY-FACEY.
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Englander Calls for
City to Support County
State of Emergency
Proclamation and
Lists Demands of
SoCal Gas

C

ouncilmember Mitchell Englander, Chair of
the Public Safety Committee, submitted four
emergency motions all approved in City Council
relating to the Southern California Gas Company
(SoCal Gas) Aliso Canyon Gas Leak. The motions
cover four major aspects of the crisis: support for the
County’s Declaration of a State of Emergency, relocation
efforts, residential tax relief and business tax relief.
Englander submitted a resolution to support the County
Board of Supervisors’ Proclamation of Existence of a Local
Emergency and Request for a State Proclamation. The
resolution urges Governor Jerry Brown to declare a Local
Emergency to expedite access to State and Federal resources
and any other appropriate Federal Disaster Relief programs.
“Due to the mass relocation of residents, short term health
effects experienced and the poor air quality in the vicinity of
the gas leak, compounded by the uncertainty as to when a
solution will be reached, it is imperative that the Governor
step in and declare a local emergency so this community
can receive the resources it needs,” said Councilmember
Mitchell Englander.
The second motion addresses the shortcomings of the
SoCal Gas Company relocation process and asks that their
Relocation Plan be amended to include many provisions,
including:
- Incentives to landlords to enter into short-term
leases, including premiums, if necessary to provide
comparable housing
- Immediate cash compensation for those who cannot be
immediately moved, upon request, to comparable housing
- Compensation for householders who have relocated
with relatives or friends for the disruption to their lives
- Provision of out-of-pocket health-related costs to
relocated residents or those declining relocation to assess
current or on-going health effects
- Food allowance per diem – even for those relocated
to properties with kitchen facilities
- Provision of moving companies to help relocate
residents
- Per diems for pets that may not be allowed in
relocated housing
- Private security patrols 24/7 for vacant residences so as
not to put an undue burden on LAPD
- Provision of maintenance and landscaping services for
vacated properties
- Particular assistance for seniors or the disabled
who have special needs and may not drive or be able to
easily relocate
- Monetary consideration and accommodation for
residents that receive assisted nursing services in their homes
- Reimbursement for additional transportation
costs related to relocating farther away from places of
employment or schools
- The Cessation of billing all residents in the affected area
for natural gas services until the resolution of this event
The third motion requests the Los Angeles County Tax
Assessor to make available Revenue and Tax code section
170 relief – a program that provides property tax relief and
is normally available if property is damaged or destroyed
by a calamity
The fourth motion requests the Office of Finance to
immediately begin work with the Franchise Tax Board to assess
options for Business Tax Relief related to the Porter Ranch
Gas Leak, including a Disaster-Related Tax Deduction.
On October 23, 2015 SoCal Gas crews discovered a leak
at one of its natural gas wells located in its Aliso Canyon
storage field in the Los Angeles County Unincorporated
Area adjacent to the Porter Ranch Community. L.A.
City and County Fire and Hazmat Departments, the L.A.
County Department of Health, the California Division of
Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources, and the South Coast Air
Quality Management District have been onsite regularly.
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
(LADPH) was notified on October 28, 2015. Odors related
to the gas leak have been affecting residents in the Porter
Ranch area. According to LADPH, a community meeting
hosted by SoCal Gas focused on exposure to methane gas
and mercaptans, which are odorants added to natural
gas. LADPH advised that methane gas itself poses
little direct health threat upon inhalation in an outdoor
space. Mercaptans, however, do pose a health threat
to the community, including short-term neurological,
gastrointestinal, and respiratory symptoms that may result
January, 2016

(Continued on page 5)

Governor Brown MIA as Crisis
Deepens at Porter Ranch
By Jim Alger

T

he distinct smell of natural gas penetrates homes for miles around the leaking
Aliso Canyon natural gas “storage facility.” By storage facility we mean
an abandoned oil well drilled in 1955 that So Cal Gas decided to fill with
pressurized natural gas. But to describe this as a leak is akin to calling the BP
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico a leak.
Since October, Aliso Canyon has been hemorrhaging 50,000 kgs of natural
gas into the air of Porter Ranch. Think BP oil spill with natural gas in a
residential neighborhood and you start to understand that this, the worst gas
leak in California history is a bonafide un-natural disaster. Lest you think that is
hyperbole, renowned environmental advocate Erin Brockovich recently penned
an article entitled, “Porter Ranch gas leak a catastrophe not seen since BP oil
spill.” (see page ?)
Seven weeks after the leak was confirmed, and after seeing attendance
plummet, teachers getting sick, and visits to the nurses office skyrocket,
CastleBay Lane Charter School and Porter Ranch Community School were
ordered closed by the Los Angeles School Board. The 1900 students and staff will now be relocated to schools in Winnetka
and Northridge respectively. “Porter Ranch will be a ghost town soon,” said a dejected Ankana Jitsomwung La Salle,
whose son Chance is among the children suffering health effects and has been relocated.
As this crisis deepens, the community and elected leaders are beginning to ask, “Where has Gov. Brown been?” His
office has been conspicuously silent.
“In this chaotic crisis, one of the most disruptive environmental and community catastrophic events of our time, we need our
Governor to speak up, speak out, and bring the full force of his office to help the families impacted,” said LA City Councilmember
Mitchell Englander. Englander has attended several town hall meetings in the area and the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council
meeting on the issue. Each meeting brought overflow crowds to venues that could hold well over 1,000 people.
As this crisis deepens one has to wonder when this nightmare for Porter Ranch residents will end, and when our Governor,
who declared a State of Emergency in San Bernadino due to the terrorist attack, will step up and help the thousands who are
waiting to evacuate the poison entering their homes from the Aliso Canyon catastrophe.
(Jim Alger is a long-time political activist.)
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Paragraph #29

Gas
Leak
Center
Realtor’s New Addendum

Cites Porter Ranch Gas Leak T

he Southern California Gas Co. opened a new
Community Resource Center in the Porter Ranch
Town Center as work continues to stem the flow of
natural gas from a leak at the Aliso Canyon Storage Field.
The center will offer guidance on securing temporary
accommodations, how to file a claim, and how to get free
home air filtration and weather stripping to reduce odor,
according to a Gas Co. statement.
The Community Resource Center will be open from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. on weekends. It is located at 19731 Rinaldi St., just
south of Ralphs grocery store in the Porter Ranch Town
Center, next to Supercuts.
The gas company also has created a website, www.
AlisoUpdates.com, to provide updates on the relief well
progress, air quality monitoring, community resources and
other relevant information.

29

.Porter Ranch/Aliso Canyon Disclosure: Buyer is advised
of the existence of the Aliso Canyon Oil Field, located
within close proximity to the Porter Ranch Area. Further,
buyer is informed that The Termo Company, owner of the
existing wells along with several other oil and gas companies,
has proposed to drill an additional number of new oils wells at
this site. At this time, this proposal is under consideration and
no final determination has been made as to whether or when
such additional oil wells will be drilled. Seller and real estate
brokers and their agents do not have the expertise to advise
buyer on any impact said oil wells may have on the subject
property. Buyer is advised to investigate this matter during
buyer’s investigation contingency period. Buyer may visit the
proposed project website at http://www.northalisoproject.com
and should also check with the appropriate county and city
departments to obtain information regarding any potential
environmental impact of said drilling.
Buyer is advised that there is currently a gas leak coming
from a Southern California Gas Company storage facility in
Aliso Canyon located in close proximity to the Porter Ranch
area. The leak, coming from an underground well, is releasing
large quantities of methane gas. Residents of Porter Ranch
have been complaining of health issues including nausea,
headaches and nosebleeds since the leak began on October 23,
2015. The Southern California Gas Company has indicated
that it is working as quickly as possible to control this leak
but at this time there is no definitive time frame for this
process to be completed. Seller and real estate brokers and
their agents do not possess the expertise to advise buyer on the
impact of this leak on the subject property. Buyer is advised
to do his own investigation of this matter during buyer’s
investigation period. Buyer may contact the Los Angeles
County Department of Public Health at 888-700-9995 and
the Southern California Gas Company at 800-427-2000 for
further information.

Congressman Sherman
Calls on EPA to Protect
Public Health from
Porter Ranch Gas Leak

C

ongressman Brad Sherman (D-Sherman Oaks) called
on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to take
action regarding a gas leak at the Southern California
Gas Co storage facility in Aliso Canyon. In a letter to EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy, Congressman Sherman
noted that the leaking facility has been emanating noxious gas
that has been sickening residents of Porter Ranch.
Sherman’s letter urges the EPA to commence an
investigation, develop a plan to protect public health and
require Southern California Gas Co. to implement that plan.
“This gas leak is not just a smelly nuisance, it’s a public
health concern,” said Congressman Sherman. “There have
been reports of dizziness, headaches, and nose bleeds in
the area – even causing some resident to relocate. The EPA
should be investigating the cause of this leak and help propose
action to fix the situation before more people become ill.”
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment
by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological,
gastrointestinal, and respiratory symptoms that may result
from the inhalation.”

January, 2016

Sister on SoCal Gas Board

Jerry Brown’s Ties to the
Oil and Gas Industry

C

alifornia Governor Jerry Brown has presented himself as
a climate leader and the media has largely portrayed him
as such, most recently lauding his trip to Paris to attend
the COP21 climate change negotiations. However, Brown’s
relationship with the oil and gas industry complicates his image
as a warrior for the environment.
Brown’s oversight of oil and gas production in the state
has come under scrutiny in recent months due to allegations
of significant impropriety. In November, the Associated
Press reported that Brown had taken the unusual step of
directing state regulators to research the “potential for future oil
and gas activity” on his private land.
Governor Brown’s sister, Kathleen Brown, has strong ties to
oil and gas and fracking that have largely gone unreported. The
relationships may be playing a role in shaping the governor’s
handling of oil and gas matters and his muted response to a
record-setting methane leak in Porter Ranch.
The gas storage well currently releasing record amounts
of methane in Porter Ranch is owned by a company where
Governor Brown’s sister is a highly-compensated board member.
She also plays an environmental, health and safety oversight role
at the company.
The leak, called the worst in California’s history by Time,
began October 23rd and is currently releasing 36,000 kilograms
of methane per hour. It has forced over 2,000 families to leave the
area, caused the federal government to implement a no-fly zone,
and led Los Angeles County to declare a state of emergency. It
has also resulted in a lawsuit by Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer alleging public nuisance.
Governor Brown, returning from COP21 negotiations
in Paris that focused on the climate dangers of fossil fuels, has
made no public statement on the methane leak, despite its
environmental and public health impacts. His administration
has resisted calls to declare a state of emergency, saying that it
does not fit the necessary criteria. The issue is not expected to be
resolved until March.
Press reports on the leak have not noted Governor Brown’s
familial ties to the company, but Kathleen Brown’s role at the
company is significant:
- She made $188,380 in her position as a board member
in 2014, and $267,865 in 2013.
- She is a member of the board’s environmental, health,
safety, and technology committee, which has oversight
responsibilities directly related to issues like the leak.

PRNC Tackles
Gas Leak

T

he Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council (PRNC) Officers
Paula Cracium, Pat Pope, and Sean O’Rourke met with
Senator Fran Pavley in her Calabasas Office regarding
the continuing gas leak above Porter Ranch. Members of her
staff joined the meeting in person and via conference call from
Sacramento. At the request of the PRNC, members of Governor
Brown’s staff and other state officials were on the call as well.
The leaking SoCal Gas well in Aliso Canyon is known as SS25. The Governor’s office has three top priorities at this point:
- Stop the leak
- Insure public health and safety
- Hold SoCal Gas responsible for any violations
So far, the State of California has not declared a State of
Emergency. Usually a State of Emergency is declared to freeup state funds, to reimburse local government for their expenses,
and to short-cut procedures and reduce red tape.
The State of California expects that SoCal Gas will be paying
for all responsible costs as a result of the leak. Also, executives in
the various state departments believe they have the power to compel the SoCal Gas to comply with state orders without declaring a
State of Emergency at this time.
 	 Governor Brown sent a letter to SoCal Gas on December 18,
informing them that he has directed state agencies to compel SoCal Gas to reduce pressure in the well more quickly.
Reducing the volume of gas in the well will reduce the
pressure in the well and help slow the leak. The Governor’s
letter also informed SoCal Gas that he has requested that the
California Attorney General coordinate the investigation of
the leak by state agencies.
As always with this leak, the numbers and quantities surrounding the amount of gas in the facility and leaking out of the
facility seem to be a moving target. As of December 21, there are
58 Billion Cubic Feet of gas stored in the whole facility. SoCal
Gas can remove 1 to 1.6 Billion Cubic Feet per day. The company
is drawing down the gas to reduce the pressure and will continue
over the next several weeks.
There are many state agencies involved. The combined efforts
of the state is to make sure SoCal Gas kills the well and reduces
the pressure in the entire facility, and prevent a reoccurrence.
The Division of Oil Gas & Geothermal Resources (DOGGR)
will not allow any injection of gas into the well at this time. When
the facility was full, the gas was stored at 3,000 Pounds per Square
Inch (PSI). The Gas Company’s goal is to get down to 1200 or
1000 PSI. To maximize the probability of successful well control
as quickly as possible, the company may make more well killing
attempts before the pressure is that low. Early attempts will take
place if SoCal Gas and DOGGR conclude that they would not
make the situation worse if the attempts fail.
SoCal Gas is concentrating the removal of gas from the area
around SS-25. They have reattached SS-25 to their withdrawal
system. In the short run that will lower the pressure in the area of
SS-25. Over time though, pressure in the whole field will equalize.
There are about 20 wells at the site that were built in the
1950s. Those wells have the highest priority for a safety review.
The board members feel that the State is a more credible source
(Continued on page 10)

PRNC Jan. 13 Meeting

P

orter Ranch Neighborhood Council Meeting, January
13, 6pm, Porter Valley Country Club, 19216 Singing
Hills Dr, Porter Ranch. This general business meeting
will include an update from the Porter Ranch Community
Advisory Committee regarding the Porter Ranch Gas Leak.
We will also have updates from the ARB and SCAQMD.
PRNC meetings move to the second Wednesday of the
month in 2016 and the meeting location has moved due to
the Gas Leak.
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Leave Area, M.D. Pleads

Canaries in the Deep Mine, Toxic
Levels Very Dangerous"
(Continued from page 1)

It is important for you to understand that I am not a toxicologist nor a pulmonologist. I am reporting
what I have reviewed in the literature.
Natural gas is a naturally occurring hydrocarbon gas mixture consisting primarily of methane. It is formed
when layers of decomposing plant and animal matter are exposed to intense heat and pressure over thousands of
years. A hydrocarbon is a molecule of carbon with surrounding hydrogen atoms. Specifically, methane contains
a single carbon atom with four hydrogen atoms. Natural gas does contain other hydrocarbons such as ethane,
propane, butane and others. In addition, natural gas also contains a small percentage of carbon dioxide, nitrogen,
and hydrogen sulfide along with other chemicals which we will discuss later. The energy that the plants originally
obtained from the sun is stored in the form of chemical bonds within the gas, which we transform into energy
for our use in our homes.
The gas in its natural form is essentially odorless. A chemical, Mercaptan, is added. This sulfur-containing
compound has the odor of rotten eggs and is what gives natural gas its distinctive scent.
Toxicity is a function a few principles: the amount (concentration) of chemical someone is exposed to,
the route of exposure, the total time of exposure and the health of the patient prior to exposure. Most gaseous
chemicals are measured in parts per million (ppm). When it comes to actually measuring chemicals there
are numerous variables that contributes to inaccurate measurements, such as if the chemical is measured in
an unconfined open space like our atmosphere. One of the biggest challenges when determining toxicity is to
accurately distinguish exactly just how much and for how long someone has been exposed to a given chemical.
Therefore it’s imperative to look more at the symptoms and lab results of the person exposed.
Let’s start with Methane, the main component of natural gas. It is classified as an asphyxiant, which is
defined as something that displaces oxygen from hemoglobin. We all know what happens when we do not have
enough oxygen to our tissues, especially the brain and heart, the tissue can be damaged. Most literature suggests
that methane needs to be present in very high amounts in order to create damage. The problem is I could find
nothing in the literature that talked about lower concentration exposures for prolonged periods of time. So this
creates, in my mind, an unknown. As a point of interest, miners previously placed canaries in deep mines to
check methane gas levels. Reportedly, when the canaries died it indicated it was time to leave.
Hydrogen sulfide, also present in natural gas, is considered a broad-spectrum poison, meaning that it can
poison several different organ systems in the body, although the nervous system is most affected. It has a direct
vasodilatation effect on the vascular system, in other words it widens the blood vessels, and could have beneficial
effects of course only under appropriate dosing.
Since hydrogen sulfide occurs naturally in the body, the gut enzymes are capable of detoxifying it by
oxidation to (harmless) sulfate. Hence, low levels of hydrogen sulfide may be tolerated indefinitely. Another
point of interest is that a diagnostic clue of extreme poisoning by hydrogen sulfide is the discoloration of copper
coins in the pockets of the victim.
Exposure to lower concentrations can result in eye irritation, a sore throat and cough, nosebleeds, nausea,
shortness of breath, and fluid in the lungs (pulmonary edema). These effects are believed to be due to the fact
that hydrogen sulfide combines with chemicals present in moist surface tissues to form a caustic agent. These
symptoms usually go away in a few weeks if the person is no longer exposed to hydrogen sulfide. Long-term,
low-level exposure may result in fatigue, loss of appetite, headaches, irritability, poor memory, and dizziness.
Two other chemicals have been disclosed by the Department of Public Health. The first is Benzene. This has
long been known for a significant carcinogen, or cancer-causing agent, of course again at toxic levels and at toxic
durations. This potentially could affect your bone marrow causing anything from anemia to leukemia.
Radon is a radioactive chemical in a gaseous form that can be inhaled. It is colorless, odorless, and tasteless.
Its half-life is 3.8 days which basically means that half of its concentration spontaneously decays in approximately
four days. This only happens if the supply is halted.
There is solid scientific evidence that shows there is a clear link between breathing high concentrations
of radon and an increase incidence of lung cancer in non-smokers. It also raises the likelihood of lung cancer
beyond the already-high rates for smokers. The Surgeon General of the United States has declared radon to be
the second leading cause of lung cancer today.
In conclusion, while we know a lot about these chemicals in high concentration, very little work has been
done on their effects at a low concentration for a prolonged period of time. In my opinion everyone in charge
is still in a “wait and see mindset”.
Therefore, I would highly recommend first to be removed from the area where you might be exposed to these
chemicals. Second, if you are symptomatic with any of the effects listed above, see your physician for a baseline
evaluation; it might be a good time to get your annual physical done. And third, follow up for continued testing
so the results can be compared with earlier tests, especially if your symptoms persist.
- J. Nordella M.D., Medical Director, Porter Ranch Quality Care
I hope this helps.

Long Road Ahead For Porter Ranch

S

outhern California Gas Co. officials said Dec. 28
they have identified the below-ground location of
a natural gas injection well that has been sending
large quantities of methane into the atmosphere near
the Porter Ranch for the past ten weeks, and can now
move on to the next stage of stopping the leak.
Gas Co. workers found the path of the leaking
well using a magnetic ranging tool, marking an
“expected milestone” in what is anticipated to be a
three- to four-month-long process to stop the leak,
Gas Co. officials said.
The trajectory of the injection well’s underground
path may deviate from where the well appears to be
from above ground, according to the utility.
The drilling of the relief well began 1,500 feet away
and has been angling toward the leaking injection well,
after burrowing down about 3,800 feet, according to
Gas Co. officials.
“One of the challenges in drilling this relief well is
to find a seven-inch pipe from about 1,500 feet away,
several thousand feet below ground - while avoiding
others nearby,” according to a Gas Co. statement.
The methane gas leak at the Aliso Canyon Natural

T

Gas Well Blowout
Forces Children to
Change Schools

he Los Angeles Unified School District board authorized the temporary
relocation of 1900 students and staff to schools away from Porter
Ranch. The authorization came after many Porter Ranch parents
signed a change.org petition, demanding for the relocation of their children.
Southern California Gas Co. discovered a massive blowout in October
2015 in its Aliso Canyon facility. The community continues to suffer as the
gas seeps into homes, businesses, and schools.
The School District board initiated the authorization on Dec. 17, 2015 and
also called for the general counsel to initiate litigation against SoCalGas for the
company’s negligence to maintain and operate its facility. The compensation
may be used to fix any damages caused by the gas well blowout.
Hundreds of students were reported absent from school because of
physical ailments such as nausea, vomiting, nosebleeds, and headaches. Many
have transferred to different schools or have started home school in order to
continue with their curriculum.
The two schools that will be relocated are Castlebay Elementary School
and Porter Ranch Community School. Students from Castlebay will be
relocated to Sunny Brae Avenue Elementary in Winnetka. Those from Porter
Ranch Community will be relocated to Northridge Middle School.
The schools will begin relocating children starting Jan. 11, after the winter
break. District staff will have to work over the holiday break in order to ensure
that the relocation is conducted in time.

Englander ... List of
Demands of SoCal Gas
(Continued from page 3)

from inhalation. Community complaints of nosebleeds, headaches, nausea
and other symptoms persist.
In their November 19, 2015 Directive to SoCal Gas, Dr. Cyrus Rangan,
Director of the Bureau of Toxicology and Environmental Assessment
and Angelo J. Bellomo, Deputy Director for Health Protection stated:
“Southern California Gas Company should continue the abatement process
to characterize and repair the subject gas leak, and eliminate odorous
emissions, on an expedited basis in consultation with the appropriate
regulatory agencies. All mitigation plans should cite public health protection
as the highest priority.”
In the interim, Southern California Gas Company is offering free temporary
relocation to any area residents affected by odors from the Aliso Canyon site.

Gas Storage Facility well was discovered by Gas Co.
crews on Oct. 23. The company is aiming to stop the
leak by late February to late March.
Workers will now continue drilling along a parallel
path as the leaking well toward a natural gas reservoir
located more than 8,000 feet below ground, according
to the utility’s latest update.
Once the leaking injection well is intercepted, heavy
fluids and mud will be pumped in to stop up the leak,
then cement will be used to seal the well.
Gas Co. officials said they are preparing to drill a
back-up relief well, with work expected to begin this
month and be completed in three to four months.
The Gas Co. has already told state regulators that
drilling of the primary relief well will be completed by
Feb. 24.
Residents have complained of nausea, nosebleeds,
dizziness and headaches related to the leak. So far,
thousands of residents have voluntarily left the area
and two schools have been closed.
Over 2,200 households had been temporarily
relocated and another 2,700 were in the process,
according to the Gas Co.

Erin Brockovich
(Continued from page 1)

never replaced, which would have prevented this type
of catastrophic disaster, is mind-blowing.And so, you’re
talking billions of cubic feet of gas under there, and all
of this methane, day in and day out, is just billowing
out of this site, that’s infecting a very large landmass,
is an ongoing, constant assault to the community and a
huge square mileage. We’re working with experts now
to take all of the information so we can actually see
an air plume and the magnitude of how far this has
gone.”
January, 2016

“But this is going to continue. It’s been going on
for months. It’s going to continue to go on for more
months. It’s outrageous. It’s frightening, at its best. It’s
horribly concerning to this community. They are sick.
And the impacts keep going on. And that’s what makes
it so catastrophic. And it’s frightening for us to have a
company like this, where you can’t get down there, and
you’ve removed a valve, you didn’t replace that valve,
and you now don’t have the ability to stop this for half
a year or longer—is a bad scenario, she added.
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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Starting Over
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

C

an you imagine if all of your debts were forgiven as soon
as the clock struck midnight on New Year’s Day? Car
payments canceled. Student loans erased. Mortgage
obligation eliminated. What freedom! It would be like starting fresh or getting a new lease
on life.
But that would never happen in a million years, right?
Actually, the Jewish people in biblical times experienced this forgiveness of debts during
the Year of Jubilee. The word jubilee comes from the Hebrew word yobel, which means a
trumpet or a ram’s horn, and when these horns were blown on the Day of Atonement, the
Year of Jubilee commenced. While everyone knew it was a time of celebration, it was not
a celebration like you and I know today. This announcement started a time of national
mourning and repentance, and it ended as a day of cleansing of an entire people. Slaves
were set free, debts were pardoned, and property was returned to its original owners in the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah.
Occurring at the end of seven cycles of Sabbatical years (contemporary scholars debate
whether this meant the 49th or the 50th year), the Year of Jubilee was one of God’s gracious
provisions for His people. However, His provision came with special instruction. The book
of Leviticus lays out these instructions, beginning with the observance of the Sabbath year.
In this year, the seventh year, no crops could be planted, no existing crops could be pruned
and cared for, and none of these crops could be harvested for sale. What was the point of this
mandate? First, it served as a reminder that God owned this land, not the people. Second, to
obey His regulations was to have faith in His ability to bring blessing and restoration.
In Romans 8:18, Paul writes: I consider our present sufferings are not worth comparing
with the glory that will be revealed in us. Paul is giving us a divine perspective that, in
spite of our sufferings, we are assured a blessed inheritance in the future. To share in this
inheritance, we must be obedient and have faith, just like the people in the time of the

Old Testament when they couldn’t harvest their crop. When
we obey His commands, God has promised His favor on us;
He will …bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim freedom for
the captives, and release from darkness for the prisoners, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor… (Isaiah 61:1-2).
*
*
*
Obeying God’s commands is easy to do because He has a
solution for every challenge, obstacle, and question that comes our way. We
learn about His commands in His Word, the Bible, which teaches us His will about
everything from our finances to our relationships with others. He teaches us about character,
the power of forgiveness, and our purpose in this life. From His Word, we will learn about His
undeniable and unequivocal grace, which is available for all of us. And once we receive God’s
grace, we will experience a personal relationship with Him—the awesome and magnificent
Creator of the Universe. Moreover, He makes us a new person through the death, burial, and
resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. As 2 Corinthians 5:17 proclaims: Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!
For the Jewish people, the Year of Jubilee served as a fulfillment of prophecy and a glorious
manifestation of God’s love for His people. Like them, you and I are offered freedom from
the spiritual bondage in which we may have found ourselves because of sin, which is a debt we
cannot pay. But He sent His one and only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins—to pay the price for our
iniquity, and to truly set us free. Now that is reason to be jubilant!
Come to Shepherd Church and learn more about true freedom that only comes from God.
Our service times are Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m., and Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,
and 11:30 a.m.
Edited by Sonia Eskandarian. (Dudley Rutherford is the author of the book, Walls Fall Down, and
the senior pastor of the 10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter
Ranch. You can connect with Dudley online at www.LiftUpJesus.
com or on Twitter @pastordudley, Facebook, or Instagram.)

SHEPHERD SPORTS

It Begins

The People vs.
SoCalGas

ADULT SPORTS

MEN’S BASKETBALL
•OPEN League: Begins January 25
•B & C Leagues: Begin January 28
•Deadline: January 15
SELF DEFENSE CLASS - NEW!!!
•Begins in February
•Women Only. Evening Class Time
COED VOLLEYBALL
•Coed Recreational Volleyball: Begins April 1
•Deadline and Assessment: March 18
•Games: Fridays, 7-9 p.m.
•Coed Competitive Volleyball: Begins in March
•Games: Sundays, 6-9 p.m.

YOUTH SPORTS

MARTIAL ARTS - NEW!!!
•Begins January 24
YOUTH BASKETBALL CLINICS
•Begins January 30

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
Plaintiff,
v.
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, and DOES
1-50, inclusive,
Defendants.
Case No. BC602973
STIPULATION AND ORDER THEREON
Action Filed: December 7, 2015

T

YOUTH SOCCER CLINICS
•Begins March 5
YOUTH VOLLEYBALL CLINICS
•Begins April 9

All clinics run on Saturdays for 5 weeks and are broken up
by age and skill level

CLUBS

RUN/WALK:
•New Training: Begins January 9
•Training for the Dolce Race of Agoura Hills: March 19
HIKING: Join us on the first Saturday of the month
GOLF CLUB: Join us for monthly events
ROAD CYCLING: We ride every Saturday at 8 a.m.
MOUNTAIN BIKING: We ride every Saturdays at 8 a.m.
•We offer 3 different levels of riding for both bike clubs
For more information on these programs and to register,
please visit our website at www.ShepherdSports.org

@SHEPHERD_SPORTS

he parties have met and conferred regarding Plaintiffs Ex
Parte Application For Temporary Restraining Order and
Order to Show Cause Regarding Preliminary Injunction
and have agreed as follows:
1. Southern California Gas Company (“SoCalGas”)
agrees to implement the SS-25 Incident Aliso Canyon Gas
Leak Odorous Emissions Mitigation Plan and Temporary
Relocation Plan dated December 15, 2015, the final version
of which was distributed December 22, 2015, and as amended
herein, attached as Exhibit A (the “Plan”).
2. SoCalGas will pay reasonable costs of boarding pets
of Porter Ranch residents if the resident believes those pets
are experiencing symptoms from the natural gas leak at Aliso
Canyon.
3. SoCalGas will pay for any additional overtime and
costs associated with extra Los Angeles Police Department
(“LAPD”) security patrols in the Porter Ranch area that may
be recommended by the LAPD.
4. The parties will immediately meet and confer in good
faith to select one or more retired judges, paid for by SoCalGas,
who will act as mediators to promptly resolve disputes between
individuals who are requesting relocation or other services
under the Plan and SoCalGas regarding the individual’s
request (“Disputes”). The interests of people with special needs
will be primary in the processing of Disputes. The parties
shall meet and confer regarding the specific procedures the
mediator(s) and parties shall follow in the mediation process.
5. If the mediator is unable to resolve a Dispute, the
mediator shall notify counsel for the parties who shall, within
48 hours, meet and confer to attempt to resolve the Dispute.
6. If counsel for the parties are unable to resolve the
Dispute, the Plaintiffs shall have the right to seek further relief
from the court. Neither the mere existence of a Dispute nor
the mere inability of the parties to resolve any Dispute shall be
considered a violation of the Plan or this Stipulation or Order.
IT IS SO STIPULATED.

January, 2016
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Engstrom, Lipscomb & Lack

Experienced Trial Attorneys
Meeting: Sunday, January 10th at 5pm - 8pm
At Porter Valley Country Club
Call Us Today

310-552-3800
Or Email An Attorney
DWhalen@ELLLAW.com
GPraglin@ELLLAW.com
PTraina@ELLLAW.com
Engstrom, Lipscomb and Lack has a
history of success in suing for
chemical injuries. EL&L handled
the case against PG&E that led to
the movie Erin Brockovich. EL&L
is representing injured victims in
the fight against SoCalGas for the
Porter Ranch gas leak.

Gary A. Praglin, Esq

EL&L Is Taking Action
EL&L is filing lawsuits against SoCalGas for:
Personal Injuries
Decreased Property Values
Nuisance (disruption of life)
Punitive Damages
Medical Monitoring

Daniel G. Whalen, Esq

Paul A. Traina Esq

January 10th at 5pm - 8pm
Porter Valley Country Club
19216 Singing Hills Dr.
Northridge, CA 91326
Personalized attorney services for families and businesses
Ofﬁce: 310-552-3800 • Toll-Free: 855-ELL-WINS • www.ELLLAW.com
10100 Santa Monica Blvd. • 12th Floor • Los Angeles, CA • 90067
January, 2016
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CityWatch

LA Can’t Afford Its College President’s Mother Wrote THIS
Letter To Liberal
to Her Daughter
Workforce

By Jack Humphreville
he new, four year labor agreement covering the City’s civilian
workforce is a huge success according to Paul Krekorian,
the Chair of the Budget and Finance Committee, and Paul
Koretz, the Chair of the Personnel Committee.
The contract provides for no salary increases for the three
year period ending June 25, 2017 and then only a 2% increase
in the last year of the contract. Of course, this is after a budget
busting 25% increase that was agreed to by Mayor Villaraigosa
and the Eric Garcetti led City Council in 2007.
The City was also able to modify the automatic salary hikes
under the step increase program, resulting in major savings over
the next thirty years.
The City also agreed to establish a Strategic Workforce
Development Task Force with the goal of hiring 5,000 new
employees by the end of the contract on June 30, 2018. This would
include replacing retiring employees, resulting in a net increase of
an estimated 3,000 workers.
The City also agreed to establish a pension plan (Tier 3) for
new civilian employees to replace the previous pension plan (Tier
2) that was unilaterally imposed by the City in 2012. While the
savings related to the new Tier 3 plan are $1.7 billion less over
the next thirty years compared to Tier 2, the Tier 3 savings over
thirty years compared to the current Tier 1 plan amounts to $5.2
billion.
(Note: The present value of the $5.2 billion in savings is $1.2
billion. This is equal to 15% of the unfunded pension liability
for the City’s two pension plans of $8 billion assuming a 7.5%
investment rate assumption, but only 9% of the $13.5 billion
unfunded liability assuming a Warren Buffett’s recommended
6.5% investment rate assumption.)
The new labor agreement also provides for a settlement
agreement between the City and the unions over the acrimonious
Tier 2 pension squabble.
Unfortunately, the City was unable to achieve its goal of
having City employees contribute 10% of the cost of their Cadillac
healthcare plan.
While Krekorian and Koretz were bubbling over about the
new contract, the lower salary schedule, and the massive savings
associated with the new pension tier for newly hired employees,
they failed to consider the impact of this labor agreement on the
City’s annual budget and its Structural Deficit.
According to the City Administrative Officer’s budget

T

Students

C

By Rusty Weiss

ollege crybabies in need of ‘safe spaces’ and a world
free of “offensive language” will truly be left sobbing
and sucking their thumbs when they see what the
president at Oklahoma Wesleyan University just said
about them.
Fed up with college students who claim to be ‘victims’
of offensive speech or uncomfortable situations, Dr. Everett
Piper wrote an open letter to those at his university that
might be unable to handle having their views challenged.
Piper wrote that today’s culture has allowed kids to
become self-absorbed and narcissistic, and anyone who
challenges their world view is labeled a ‘hater,’ a ‘bigot,’
an ‘oppressor,’ and a ‘victimizer.’
He continued. Piper said that his school believes “that
the content of your character is more important than the
color of your skin.”
“Oklahoma Wesleyan is not a ‘safe place,’ but rather,
a place to learn: to learn that life isn’t about you, but about
others; that the bad feeling you have while listening to a
sermon is called guilt; that the way to address it is to repent of
everything that’s wrong with you rather than blame others
for everything that’s wrong with them. This is a place where
you will quickly learn that you need to grow up!”
He concluded by saying, “This is not a day care. This
is a university!”		
- The Political Insider

outlook, the City was projecting a surplus of $36 million for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019. But this new contract will
eliminate that surplus.
Over the next four years (Fiscal Years 2017-2020), the
CAO was projecting a budget gap of $37 million. As a result of
the new labor agreement, this deficit is estimated to balloon to
between $300 and $400 million. This also assumes the unlikely
outcome that there will be no raises or increased benefits for
sworn and civilian workers when their contracts expire on
June 30, 2018.
And this does not take into consideration the recent
revelation that this year’s City budget is about $100 million

About Becoming Old
– Amazing and
SO TRUE!

M

y dear girl,

The day you see I’m getting old, I ask you to please
be patient, but most of all, try to understand what I’m going
through. If when we talk, I repeat the same thing a thousand
times, don’t interrupt to say: “you said the same thing a minute ago”... Just listen, please. Try to remember the times when
you were little and I would read the same story night after
night until you would fall asleep.
When I don’t want to take a bath, don’t be mad and
don’t embarrass me. Remember when I had to run after you
making excuses and trying to get you to take a shower when
you were just a girl?
When you see how ignorant I am when it comes to
new technology, give me the time to learn and don’t look at
me that way... remember, honey, I patiently taught you how
to do many things like eating appropriately, getting dressed,
combing your hair and dealing with life’s issues every day...
the day you see I’m getting old, I ask you to please be patient,
but most of all, try to understand what I’m going through.
If I occasionally lose track of what we’re talking
about, give me time to remember, and if I can’t, don’t be nervous, impatient or arrogant. Just know in your heart that the
most important thing for me is to be with you.
And when my old, tired legs don’t let me move as
quickly as before, give me your hand the same way that I offered mine to you when you first walked. When those days
come, don’t feel sad...just be with me, and understand me
while I get to the end of my life with love. I’ll cherish and
thank you for the gift of time and joy we shared. With a big
smile and the huge love I’ve always had for you, I just want to
say, I love you...my darling daughter.			
- Valley Voice, 2016

(Continued on page 10)

REDEFINE

Strength
At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we
understand that illnesses and injuries
require prompt diagnoses and treatments.
As an urgent care office designed to treat
walk-in patients and work-related injuries,
we provide an alternative to the long wait
times and high costs you’ll find in the
hospital and emergency room.
Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides:
• Treatment from both doctors and
physician assistants
• On-site X-ray and laboratory

Walk-Ins Welcome.

Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School

High School

19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818.363.8127

7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304
818.347.8300

We offer a unique, seven-year learning
experience through a rigorous academic
curriculum and diverse offerings of extra-and
co-curricular activities. We prepare students for
success in college and beyond while fostering in
them deep moral values and a commitment to
service that is grounded in the Catholic faith.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2016

Office Location:
19950 Rinaldi Street #100 | Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

chaminade.org

(818) 363-2273 | www.prqualitycare.com
January, 2016

For Advertising Rates, Visit

A WCEA/WASC accredited school.
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Attention:

Porter Ranch Residents Affected By

The So Cal Gas Leak

On the evening of December 9th, a standing-room-only crowd of more than 2,200 Porter Ranch residents
(along with over 1,300 people who viewed a live online simulcast) learned about their legal options from
senior attorneys from the nationally-known firm of Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C., who were joined by world-famous
environmental activist Erin Brockovich. We left that meeting with over 2,000 names of community members
with whom we can keep in touch and inform of developments. Many community members have asked to be
part of the lawsuit as well.

With the serious health issues facing residents, personal and family upheaval, financial strains, and potential
loss of property value you may be encountering as a result of the gas leak, you need representation from
experienced and effective lawyers who can make sure that you are fairly compensated by the companies
responsible for what you have endured and continue to endure from the gas leak.
Weitz & Luxenberg, an acclaimed legal powerhouse for almost 3 decades now, with offices in Los Angeles,
New York and New Jersey, has successfully represented victims of environmental harm all across the USA,
and is well prepared and capable to see this important litigation to its just conclusion.
To learn more and to start Weitz & Luxenberg working on your behalf, contact us in either of two ways:
By phone: Call 1-877-413-1955

By internet: Visit www.PorterRanchGasLeakCA.com (and complete the online form).
We are here to help you in this time of crisis.

WEITZ

LUXENBERG

1880 CENTURY PARK EAST | SUITE 700 | LOS ANGELES, CA 90067

877-413-1955

www.PorterRanchGasLeakCA.com
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no
recover y, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. is a registered Law Corporation with the California State Bar, cer t.#18529

January, 2016
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PRNC Tackles
Gas Leak
(Continued from page 4)

of unbiased information than SoCal Gas. The PRNC
asked Mr. Crowfoot to have the State’s Aliso Canyon
website updated daily.
The PRNC also asked the State Officials if they could
verify the flow of methane depicted in the infrared videos
that have been circulated, to see if the flow has accelerated or diminished.
The California Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is verifying the longterm effects of mercaptan exposure.
The effect El Niño and large storms is not clear.
Methane is lighter than air and not water-soluble. Rain’s
effects on mercaptan are not clear. The state will provide information on the impacts of the coming rain on
air quality on their web page: http://www.caloes.ca.gov/
alisocanyon
 	 Both Senator Pavley and PRNC President Paula
Cracium will ask the County Supervisors to press the SoCal Gas for more rapid placement of resident’s requiring
rehousing.

January, 2016

LA Can’t Afford
Its Workforce
(Continued from page 8)

in the hole because of larger than expected legal settlements and
judgements.
With these projected deficits, how will the City be able to afford
to hire 3,000 new employees? And this also raises the question
whether the City has the management resources and information
systems to effectively utilize its work force. This concern is justified
given Controller Ron Galperin’s damning audits of Street Services,
Transportation, and Recreation and Parks.
The City Council is expected to approve this new labor
agreement on January 12, 2016. In the meantime, the Herb
Wesson led City Council and Mayor Eric Garcetti need to address
the impact of this new agreement on the City’s budget and its
Structural Deficit.
The City should also consider implementing two recommendations of the LA 2020 Commission that was established
at the urging of Herb Wesson.
The first is to establish an Office of Transparency and
Accountability to oversee the City’s finances.
The second is to form a Commission for Retirement
Security to analyze the City’s pension plans and make “concrete
recommendations on how to achieve equilibrium on retirement
costs by 2020.” This would help justify the claims of $16 billion
in savings over the next thirty years from this new agreement (an
average of over $500 million a year!) as well as shed light on the
impact of reducing the investment rate assumption to 6.5% as
recommended by Warren Buffett.
Angelenos deserve to know what is going on with the City’s
budget and whether we can afford this new labor contract. And
without transparency, the City’s (and the County’s) efforts to
increase our taxes will be met with a resounding NO WAY.

For Advertising Rates, Visit

What’s Your Home Worth?
(Continued from page 1)

What do all these snapshots tell us? For now it
appears there is no alarming change, no drastic drop in
home values, and no flurry of panic sales. The subject
period, from the date of the Aliso Canyon gas leak
“discovery” to 01/01/2016, does reflect some attrition
but nothing more than expected considering Q4 is
historically a slower real estate season year after year.
When compared to the previous quarter, homes tended
to stay on the market longer, average ppsf was down
3%, and homes sold for an average 98% of the original
asking prices as opposed to 99%. Does this indicate a
continuous decline into the coming months? We will
have to see, but as of now these numbers point towards a
generally stable forecast.
Further, when we look at this same period in the
previous year homes stayed on the market for an average
10 days less, average price per square foot was 4% less
then, and homes sold for the same average 98% of
original asking prices.
And the current available inventory indicates overall
seller confidence. Average asking price per square foot
and median prices are up from Q4 2015 and the highest
asking price for a single property is $1,500,000. Thus far
the average days on market are at a normal pace and
there is also a healthy number of properties in escrow.
There have in fact been several canceled escrows
though, my own deals included, and it would be fair to
attribute many of them to the Aliso Canyon gas leak. But
that comes as no surprise considering the current climate
of uncertainty. And as buyer confidence increases after the
completion of anticipated resolutions, these cancellations
should naturally dissipate and activity should grow.
Will there be a considerable decline in property value?
Common sense would say it is highly likely. Some panic sales
will likely occur, and those sellers cannot be blamed. But my
guess would be the total number of these will be much less
than expected. The passion and resilience with which our
community is enduring and fighting this situation does not
indicate, to me, a coming mass exodus or immediate plans
to leave. Rather it indicates a resolve to stay, to protect, and
to rebuild and elevate our community. Further, the same
reasons why we all chose to call Porter Ranch home, to lay
down our roots and plan out our futures here are the same
considerations that will help in property value retention.
We have some of the best schools in the nation here.
We have some of the lowest crime rates in all of Los Angeles.
We have diversity, safety, and relative peace. We have
governmental leaders that care for our community and are
committed to ensuring our well-being. Not to mention the
continuous growth and expansion of this community: a world
class park being planned and developed by Toll Brothers
and our Councilmember Mitchell Englander’s office; the
continuous development of exquisite luxury homes also by
Toll Brothers; and the Shapell Company’s pending high-end
retail center called “The Village at Porter Ranch.” These are
still exciting, these are still happening.
Of course the ultimate assurance of a rebounding
market at this point, should there be a decline, will be the
complete and successful closure of the gas storage facility.
But an infrastructural change of that scale and magnitude
could take years if endeavored for at all. The obvious and
immediate resolutions to ensure future stability are the
overhaul of governmental regulation and strict enforcement
of safety measures to guarantee such a disaster does not ever
happen again.
But beyond that, and this has been said many times
before by those smarter and wiser than me, we as stakeholders and homeowners should exercise good judgment
and discretion should we decide to sell our homes or even
pursue legal measures for recompense. Exhaustively vet the
lawyers you may hire. And exhaustively vet the real estate
agent you may hire. To play off a popular bumper sticker,
“think global, hire local.”
Porter Ranch has some of the best Realtors in the
industry who conduct business with utmost integrity,
have extensive knowledge of the local market, and
uphold the community’s interest if not for anything than
the fact that they too are residents. Be wary of lawyers
and agents with potentially questionable interests and
intents, those who may proclaim certain conjectures as
fact in order to induce the panic sales we fear. These are
our homes, this is our community, and this calamity will
pass. We will endure, recover, and rebuild.
Nobody can say with absolute certainty if property
values will drop drastically, and if so for how long values
will remain low. I also won’t pretend to be blind or naïve
and ignore certain realities we are all facing. But what I
do know for sure is that the strength and value of Porter
Ranch is in its people, us, the stakeholders. We have
astoundingly vigilant parents and school staff who have
championed for our children’s well-being.
We have strong, passionate, and educated residents
fearlessly standing up to the gas company and the
appropriate governmental authorities responsible for
this disaster. We have community volunteers and leaders
committed to keeping our neighborhood whole. We
are the fabric of this community. Property values may
fluctuate temporarily, but the intrinsic value of Porter
Ranch as a whole will hold steady and continue to grow.
You don’t need a crystal ball to know that.
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FAMILIES NEED A HOME
NOT A HOTEL ROOM
Since the Southern California Gas Company well blowout occurred in October, 2015 in Aliso Canyon, Porter
Ranch residents have been experiencing adverse physical and emotional problems that are negatively
impacting their health and well-being.
THOUSANDS of families in the community have been displaced from their homes and forced into temporary
housing and hotels as a result of the blowout, with many more waiting on assistance.
SoCalGas has stated it may take months to fix the failed well. MEANWHILE, natural gas, including methane,
continues to spew uncontrolled into Porter Ranch and the environment.

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. talks to residents at town hall meeting in Porter Ranch, CA.

Sign the Petition
Even though Porter Ranch residents have had to flee their homes, relocate their children to different schools,
and take extra measures to keep their pets and family safe, Governor Jerry Brown has not declared a state of
emergency.
The declaration could provide residents with services they desperately need, such as relocation assistance,
property maintenance, and provisions for health related expenses.
Sign Christine Katz’s petition at www.porterranchlawsuit.com/petition to show Governor Brown that this
declaration is necessary and that his lack of response WILL NOT STAND.

Let Us Fight for Your Family
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., of Kennedy & Madonna LLP., has teamed up with Morgan & Morgan, Panish Shea & Boyle
LLP and R. Rex Parris Law Firm, to help residents demand the compensation they deserve. These four powerful
law firms can also provide relocation assistance and information about the health effects of the gas well blowout.
If you, or someone you love, has been affected by the blowout, you may be eligible to join our mass tort. To find
out more, contact (855) 300-4459 or visit www.porterranchlawsuit.com to complete our case review form.

(855) 300-4459
www.PorterRanchLawsuit.com
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no
recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.
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CityWatch LA

DWP – Too Many Cooks in Kitchen
By Jack Humphreville

I

n April of 2014, the Los Angeles 2020 Commission
recommended the establishment of the Los Angeles Utility
Rate Commission to oversee the operations and finances
of our Department of Water and Power, determine our
utility rates in an objective manner, and appoint the General
Manager.
But this attempt to eliminate or minimize the “political
interference” from City Hall, the Mayor, and their cronies
never saw the light of day as City Council President Herb
Wesson and Energy and Environment Chair Felipe Fuentes
buried this recommendation deep in the bowels of City Hall.
Two other excellent measures posed by Mickey Kantor’s
LA 2020 Commission were also deep sixed by Wesson. These
included the formation of an Office of Transparency and
Accountability to monitor the finances of our cash strapped
City and the establishment of the Commission for Retirement
Security to review the City’s seriously underfunded pension
plans and to make “concrete recommendations on how to
achieve equilibrium on retirement costs by 2020.”
However, last month, Controller Ron Galperin, in
collaboration with the Mayor and City Council, released

the charter mandated Industrial, Economic, and
Administrative Survey covering DWP that called for,
among other things, the reform of the Department’s
governance.According to this 581 page report, the current
system is plagued by too many cooks in the kitchen,
where no one entity is responsible for the Department’s
operations and where our all-knowing Elected Elite are
second guessing management, developing unrealistic
policies and goals, and have no respect for the wallets
of the Ratepayers. This is compounded by the overall
lack of transparency, flawed management information
systems, unclear lines of authority, and a general distrust
of the Department and the City’s meddling politicians.
Navigant Consulting, the well regarded firm that
prepared the IEA Survey, called for a hybrid committee
of City Hall insiders to develop a consensus on a solution
that would then be placed on the 2017 ballot.
		
		 *		
*		
*
But this recommendation is flawed because it
does not include input from the Ratepayers and the
Neighborhood Councils.
The Ratepayer Advocate and its consultant,
Navigant, are also calling for “Performance Reporting”
to be included in the ordinance authorizing the increase
in our utility rates. This would require management
to provide the Ratepayers Advocate and the Board
of Commissioners with periodic reports identifying
performance metrics and goals and comparing them
to actual results. This would result in increased
transparency, especially if this information was made
available to the Ratepayers.
The Ratepayers Advocate also indicated that the
Water System’s proposed five year rate increase of
25% to 30%, or about 5% a year, was “reasonable.”
Unfortunately, he found that the rate increase was less
than what is needed to repair its aging pipes, valves,
and water mains, but this was justifiable because DWP
does not currently have the capacity to meet the desired
long-run replacement cycle because of constraints on
outsourcing and anticipated retirements.
Navigant’s report indicated that the Department
does a good job of keeping the water flowing and
the lights on, but that to meet the future operational,
organizational, and financial challenges, it is necessary
to reform its current system of governance in order to
be a dependable and efficient provider of water and
power.
And while this reform has met some resistance
by Mayor Garcetti and certain members of the City
Council who want to treat Ratepayers as mushrooms
(in the dark) and as an ATM, now is the time to address
change and bring the Department into the 21st Century.
With, of course, input from the Ratepayers.

CityWatch LA

DWP’s Office of Public
Unaccountability

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

By Paul Hatfield
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he so-called Ratepayer Advocate, the one charged
with watching the backs of the LADWP’s captive
customers, announced that the utility’s proposed water
rate increases are “fair and reasonable.”  
No one doubts that billions of dollars in capital
improvements and for developing processes will be necessary
to maintain a reliable source of water and an efficient
distribution system. Taken out of context, we could nod our
heads in agreement with that prospect and move on.
If Doctor Pickel were a true ratepayer advocate, he would
have qualified his “just and reasonable” assessment.
Anyone can crunch numbers – and Pickel, if nothing
else, is a good number cruncher, not to mention a subject
matter expert in the field.
As an advocate, he had an obligation to emphasize
what the utility has failed to do, which contributed to where
we are today.
The Daily News reported that DWP’s average
monthly residential water bill was the fifth most expensive
out of 13 peer utilities in California and Arizona, and the
residential electric bill was the sixth most expensive out of
nine agencies.
That’s squarely in the top half.
What do we have to show for it but aging infrastructure,
Stone Age IT systems that create customer service havoc
and a work force that is the highest paid in the city and
25% higher than peers in both public and private utilities.
For Advertising Rates, Visit

Of course there is also the transfer of surplus electric
power revenue from the DWP to the city’s general fund –
running around $250 million per year. That’s money that
could defray the rate increase.
In response to the recently released study of the DWP
by Navigant Consulting, City Controller Ron Galperin
criticized the utility about its lack of transparency and
accountability, not to mention its politicization.
I would extend that criticism to Pickel. He did not
address the underlying reasons for why infrastructure
investment has languished. He is fully aware of the points
outlined earlier in this article. To bless the rate increase
while avoiding past and current practices that divert or
reduce sources of funds is negligent.
He is clearly a deer in the headlights when facing City
Hall.
No one ever said being a public advocate of any sort is
easy. Speaking frankly will subject you to the ire of officials.
It might even result in the loss of your appointment.
That’s the risk an advocate must take if the public’s
interest is to be served. If you are risk-averse, it is not the
right career choice.
Pickel does not get it. He should offer to take a cut in
pay and work for a real advocate, one who can energize the
public.
Without public pressure, the status quo at the DWP
will continue.
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Utility on Life Support

Leftism is Ruining the U.S.
By Dennis Prager

A

merican conservatives are rightfully annoyed with the Obama administration, and
Democrats generally, for refusing to name radical Islam or Islamism as the major
source of terror.
When Nidal Hasan murdered 13 fellow soldiers at Fort Hood ,the administration refused to
label the mass murder — committed by a Muslim in the name of Islam — an act of Islamist terror,
or even terror at all. Instead it was officially declared a “workplace shooting.”
And when President Obama convened an international conference on terror, he refused
to include the word “terror” or any form of the word “Islamist” in the title. Instead the
conference — which took place a month after the Islamists’ massacre of the Charlie Hebdo
writers and editors and Jews at a Paris shop — was ridiculously named “The White House
Summit on Countering Violent Extremism.”
But conservatives and Republicans do the same thing. They, too, almost never identify
what they are fighting — namely, leftism and the left. (Note to left-wing websites that monitor
conservative writings: This is not a comparison of the left with Islamic terrorists; it is about not
naming an ideological foe.)
Republicans — from the highest ranking politicians to rank and file members of the party
— fight Barack Obama, Nancy Pelosi, Harry Reid, Hillary Clinton and all other Democrats.
But they don’t fight the left and leftism.
The implication is that if only we could defeat this or that Democrat, we would be on our
way to a much better America.
But it’s not true. If extraterrestrials came to our planet and absconded with every
Democrat holding office from Barack Obama down to every Democratic city councilman in
America, nothing would change. Other Democrats with the same left-wing views would take
their place.
Leftism is ruining America. But almost no Republican ever — let alone repeatedly —
says this.
The universities of this country have become a laughingstock. They have degenerated
into anti-intellectual, anti-Western, anti-rational institutions with their ludicrous “safe spaces,”
trigger warnings that infantilize students, and all the lies about the racism and a rape culture
that allegedly pervade the campuses and American society.
What is responsible for that? Leftism.
According to Pew Research, 40 percent of millennials do not believe in the principal of
freedom of speech if the speech might hurt the feelings of a member of a minority group.
What is responsible for that? Leftism.
Why did Islamic State rise in Iraq after that country had been pacified by American
troops and the Sunni uprising? Because a leftist president, the left-wing Democratic Party, and
the left-wing media demanded a complete American withdrawal from Iraq.
Why are race relations worse than in living memory despite the election and re-election
of black president? Because of the left-wing lies about “systemic” racism. Because of the
left-wing “Ferguson” lie, repeated regularly by the president of the United States, as if an
innocent “unarmed black teenager” was killed by a white policeman because the teen was
black and not because he was threatening the life of the officer. Because of the absurdity of
“microaggressions,” those lists of often noble statements — such as “there is only one race, the
human race” — that the left characterizes as racist.
Why is it harder to open and sustain a small business than at any time in American
history? Because of the left and their endless regulations.
Why do we have the highest national debt in American history? Because the left keeps
expanding the size of the government.
				
*		
*		
*
Why are more Americans on public assistance than ever before? Because left-wing
policies are designed to get more and more Americans dependent on government.
Why are Americans increasingly separated into ethnic, racial and religious identities?
Because of the left-wing belief in multiculturalism and the left’s neo-fascist emphasis on the
importance of race.
Why are more Americans born to women without husbands than ever before? Because,
ideologically, the left has determined that children do not need fathers, and because, policywise, the left has enabled mothers to depend on the state rather than the man who fathered her
children.
Why is the American military weaker and less feared than at anytime in the last 50 years?
Because the left doesn’t want America to be the strongest country in the world.
In addition to criticizing Barack Obama or Hillary Clinton, Republicans need to tell the
American people over and over that the only thing that can stop the further degradation of the
United States of America is conservatism and the Republican Party. Because only conservatism
and the Republican Party can stop the left.
(JWR contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
- Creators.com

Westfield Village: Woodland
Hills is “Fielding” the Greed

By Dennis P. Zine
estfield Corporation spent $350 million on the development and construction of the Westfield
Village in Woodland Hills to benefit the people in the San Fernando Valley and, of course,
as an economic boost for their own company. With all the upscale dining establishments
and numerous stores, including a brand new Costco, the concept was intended to create jobs and
be a destination for shopping and relaxation for Valley residents and visitors. There are very few
cultural spots in the West Valley; the “Village” was designed to fill the gap.   
But there are problems. First of all, there is the paid parking situation. For the entire Village.
While you can receive one courtesy hour free, additional time (three hours) must be obtained
from either the Costco or another establishment. However, some shops don’t provide any
validation at all for their customers.
As you can imagine, most people who shop at Costco purchase large quantities of
merchandise and roll their shopping cart to the parking lot. Unfortunately, many Costco shoppers
must park on the upper level of the multi-story parking structure and then struggle to get to their
cars and load their items before driving away. This is inconvenient for most shoppers who, once
arriving at their vehicles, must follow long lines to exit the parking structure. If you forget to get
your parking ticket validated, you must pay to exit the lot. For this reason alone, many Costco
shoppers have informed me that they prefer other Costco locations in the Valley such as the one
on Tampa.
In addition to the tiered parking situation, Westfield operators want to charge for parking along
the surface lot adjacent to Topanga Canyon Blvd. This is taking advantage of the good people of the
San Fernando Valley; no other shopping center in the entire Valley charges for parking.

W

T

he Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, while ranking high in terms
of reliability and providing quality water and electricity to residents, has a
management structure that lacks accountability and transparency and is
plagued by politics.
A consulting firm that prepared the Industrial, Economic and Administrative
Survey found that the DWP had a series of organizational and management challenges,
noting there is “no single outside entity or coordinated group to set policy, provide
specific goals and metrics, monitor performance and hold LADWP accountable.”
The report also found that “political influences” have pushed the department to set
overly ambitious goals that outpaced the agency’s resources to meet them. The consultants
recommended an overhaul of the agency’s management structure, something that could
potentially require a ballot measure.
“Amidst the challenges presented by climate change, our aging infrastructure and
our need to deliver water and power in more sustainable ways,” City Controller Ron
Galperin said. “We must identify the alternative structure for the DWP that will both
increase accountability and allow the utility to operate more nimbly and effectively.”
In a joint statement, DWP General Manager Marcie Edwards and Water and
Power Commission President Mel Levine said the report acknowledges strengths of the
department and provides “informed recommendations about areas of improvements.”
				
*		
*		
*
They said the agency has begun steps to improve accountability and transparency
by reporting key data to the mayor’s office and controller’s office, and by including
performance targets in its proposed rate-increase ordinance that would be reported
to the DWP commission, the agency’s ratepayer advocate and, in some cases, the City
Council.
“To facilitate our work, we agree with the recommendation that, working
alongside the city, LADWP’s Corporate Performance Group will oversee our progress
in addressing the (report’s) recommendations over the next five years,” according to
Edwards and Levine. “Corporate Performance is the division in our department whose
primary objective is to improve LADWP’s overall performance as an organization
through enhanced accountability, transparency and reporting.”
Galperin noted that the report “shows us a department that delivers water and
power dependably to the people of Los Angeles.”
“However, insufficient accountability, lack of transparency and politicization
jeopardize the department’s ability to meet the challenges of the future,” he said.

Council Must Still Vote

DWP Board Approves Plan
to Raise
Customer Water Rates

T

he board that oversees the Department of Water and Power unanimously approved
a plan to raise customer water rates over the next five years to help pay for upgrades
on the city’s aging pipe system.
The Board of Water and Power Commissioners voted 4-0 in favor of the rate hikes,
with one member absent. The proposal now goes to the Los Angeles City Council for
consideration.
The typical single-family household could see bills go up by 4.76 percent each year, for
the next five years, under the rate hike plan.
Fred Pickel, the independent watchdog of the LADWP, signed off on the plan as being
“reasonable,” but expressed concern that the department may not have enough staffing to
actually make the pipeline improvements and other do projects at a fast enough pace.
A monthly bill of $57.79 for the typical residential water user would increase to an
average rate of $72.90 at the end of the five years, according to an example in a staff
report.
Residential water customers who use less water could see smaller hikes, while heavier
water users could see bigger increases. Residential water users could see annual monthly
rate hikes of between $1 and $11.
Commercial water users would see monthly bills go up between $3 and $60 annually.
The rate increases have been billed as a way to raise money to replace or fix LADWP’s
aging system of water pipes.
The average or low water user is likely to see bills grow 4 percent each year, while
heavy water users could see bills go up by 7 percent per year, with the biggest increase in
the first of the five-year plan, the report said.
Rates could be higher than anticipated if current drought conditions continues, the
report says. A typical single-family home could see a bill of $62.89 per month go up to
$68.73 in one year, then to $70 per month after three years. In the final year, the bill could
go to $74, according to the OPA’s report.

(Continued on page 15)
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Management and
Political Woes
Gushing at DWP
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COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE


Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded
Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
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LOCAL Events

Mason Park Spring

T-Ball (ages 5-6) and Coach Pitch (7-8)
registration Tuesday, Jan 26, at 4 p.m.
(boys and girls).
Little Kickers Instructional Soccer, boys and
girls, ages 3-4, registration begins Tuesday, Feb.
2 at 1 p.m.
Youth Volleyball for boys and girls
Thursday, Feb. 4 at 4 p.m. Girls’ Divisions,
ages 8 to 15. Co-Rec Minors, ages 9 to 15.
Questions on fees, age cut-offs, evaluations,
season starts, uniforms, CALL the park at 818998-6377. - Juan Soto, Park Director.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 9-week
Class begins Jan. 12, every Tuesday at 6:30
PM in Rooms 216-217 of Shepherd of the Hills
Church in Porter Ranch. In this class financial
expert, Dave Ramsey, will guide us through a
Bible-based curriculum that teaches people how
to handle money God’s way and provide you
with the information you need to achieve your
financial goals. For more information, contact
Rick Kasel at rkasel@theshepherd.org

Pechanga Resort and Casino Bus Trip

Help Northridge Academy High School
raise money for their Athletics Department by
joining the Pechanga Resort and Casino Bus
Trip on Saturday, January 16, 9:30 am. Tickets
are $40.00 per person and includes a continental
breakfast food box, a round trip ride, and $5.00
Easy Pay on Pechanga Club Card. For more
information and to RSVP, call Lisa Lewis at
(818) 268-6834 or Vicki Butch at (818) 5233144. Valid I.D. required at Casino - Must be 21.
Northridge Academy High School is located at
9601 Zelzah Avenue.

Used Book Sale

The Friends of the Granada Hills Library
will host a two-day used book sale on Friday,
January 22, from 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM; and
Saturday, January 23, from 9:30 AM to 4:00
PM. The sale will take place in the library’s
community room. Prices for most books will
range from 25 cents to one dollar. All proceeds
will benefit the library. The library is located
at 10640 Petit Avenue. The phone number is
818-368-5687.

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of LA

For 100 years, Jewish Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Los Angeles (JBBBSLA) has provided
mentoring for Jewish children ages 6 and older.
At present, JBBBSLA has an acute need for male
mentors, with 20 boys waiting to be matched with
a dependable adult. JBBBSLA volunteers must be
21 or older, Jewish, and willing to commit to seeing
their mentees twice a month for at least one year.
JBBBSLA provides comprehensive training and
ongoing professional support, as well as an active
peer network. If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer or in enrolling your child, please contact
Robin Segal at Rsegal@jbbbsla.org.

Neighborhood Council
Candidate Filing Opens

City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott announces the
commencement of the 2016 Neighborhood Council
Elections and the launch of the online candidate
filing portal - empowerla.org/nccr/
now thru April 19. To learn more about
neighborhood councils, regional maps, or the
definition of neighborhood council stakeholdership,
visit: EmpowerLA.org. More information can be
found on the City Clerk’s election website at: http://
clerk.lacity.org/elections/ or contact the Election
Division at (213) 978-0444.

El Centro de Amistad

El Centro de Amistad is seeking pro bono
attorneys practicing in family law and immigration
to assist its clients who live with mental health
challenges. Attorneys providing pro bono services
will serve at the office located in 7038 Owensmouth
Ave., in Canoga Park. The clinic will be held on
Thursdays from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Pro bono
attorneys would be encouraged to volunteer once
a month. Volunteer attorneys are asked to contact
Tamika Farr, El Centro de Amistad executive
director at 818-347-8565. Spanish-speaking
attorneys are encouraged to call. For more
information, visit www.elcentrodeamistad.org.

Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month.
Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@
hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Our Services Include
Skilled Nursing
Wound Care and Dressing Changes
Injections
Catheter Care
Ostomy Care
Intravenous Fluid/Medication
Management
Diabetes Management
Vital Signs Monitoring

Tel: (818) 900-0788

Fax: (888) 446-0880
remedyhomehealthcare@gmail.com
9836 White Oak Ave., Suite 209
Northridge, CA 91325
We accept:
•Medicare • Private Pay • Private Insurance
January, 2016

Deadline for Non-Profits

Javier Mendoza/SoCalGas in the Guardian.

Westfield Village: Woodland
Hills is “Fielding” the Greed
(Continued from page 13)

I suggest that Westfield re-examine its parking policies. They should provide
free parking for shoppers willing to visit their centers and spend money.
One of the first businesses to open at Westfield Village has already closed its
doors. I had the opportunity to meet the family that owned and ran the dessert
shop, “Confexion.” They invested a large sum of money and hoped to make it
work. Unfortunately, the store did not do well and closed shortly after opening, a
sad situation since they put their heart and soul into the venture, in addition to a
considerable amount of money.
Given the expensive rents and other costs associated with Westfield Village,
I project that more stores will close in the near future.
The Westfield Corporation purchased a large segment of property along
Topanga Canyon Blvd between Vanowen and Oxnard, buying all the existing
stores, investing considerable dollars to improve the neighborhood. Their next
phase of development is the Promenade site on the southern end of the property.
Currently, there are homeless people residing in this mostly abandoned shopping
center.
Rumors are circulating that Westfield intends to develop hundreds of
residential units, both apartments and condos, as well as some retail on the site.
The surrounding neighborhood has become more and more congested with
large condos and multi-story apartments. And as road become more crowded,
additional market rate residential units will only cause more gridlock and
frustration for the public. I am considering filing a court action if Westfield
proceeds with the housing development.
I welcome your thoughts and ideas on this controversial situation.
And I wish everyone a very Happy New Year.
(Dennis P. Zine is a 33 year member of the Los Angeles Police Department
and former Vice-Chairman of the Elected Los Angeles City Charter Reform
Commission, 12 year member of the Los Angeles City Council and current LAPD
Reserve Officer. He writes Just the Facts for CityWatch.)

What are the benefits of Home Health Care?
Care is provided in the privacy and comfort
of your home.
All services are coordinated with your
physician(s).
24 hour access to a skilled nurse.
Home care may prevent hospitalization/rehospitalization.
Short recovery time.
Who can refer you to Healthy Way HHC?
Your doctor, family and friends.
You can refer yourself.
Insurance companies, nursing homes,
hospitals and rehab units may also refer you.
What will Insurance cover?
Your insurance may provide complete or
partial payment.
The Home Care team will explain your
coverage and will bill your insurance directly.
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What types of conditions would Indicate a
need for Home Health Care?
New Surgical Procedure
New or change in your medical diagnosis
New or changed medication
New or changed caregiver
New medical equipment
Difficulty walking, transferring, or performing
regular daily activities.

Office Hours

Monday -Friday
9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Licensed by the State of California. Certified by the Center for
Medicare& Medicaid Services. Accredited by The Joint Commission
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NEW YEAR'S
CELEBRATION

#1 IN
CALIFORNIA,
#1 IN AMERICA,
40 LOCATIONS
TO SERVE
YOU!

YEARS
NO INTEREST * • NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

15 OFF

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 12/29/2015 to 1/18/2016. Equal
monthly payments required for 72 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment,
however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

%

plus

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740

NOW
HIRING!

Sales Associates

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829
LONG BEACH
West of the 605
in Long Beach
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420
OXNARD
Located in the Market
Place at Oxnard
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
714-558-5300

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across From Sam’s Club
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

‡

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™
Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The
equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to nonpromotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise
will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax,
furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers,
promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the
right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating
area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in
the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2015 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: December 29, 2015. Expires: January 18, 2016.
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