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“We Are America”
A

Interview with Mary Melvin

Staying True to the Roots,
Porter Ranch Community
School Has Grown
By Danielle Korzhenyak, Valley Voice Student Reporter

I

t should not be a sacrifice because there is no change,” was stated by Porter Ranch Community School’s very own
principal, Mary Melvin. While individuals of the Porter Ranch Community have been stressing over budget cuts
and extreme sacrifices the school would have to make, Mary Melvin is tackling this issue like any other problem:
with a lot of will power and willingness to do whatever she needs for the kids.
Upon entering my interview with the wonderful Mary Melvin, I predicted for her work and school environment
to be hectic involving phone call upon phone call, piles of unorganized papers, and a line of distractions within our
interview. Instead, I noticed her complete and undivided attention towards me and buckets full of enthusiasm as I
pressured her with my laundry list of questions, along with a faculty meeting wrapping up with positive reactions and
spotless floors that were just cleaned to a tee.
To start, I wanted to simply ask her how the budget cut planning all began and whether it truly was a shock to
her as thought. As stated by Ms. Melvin herself, “I was definitely surprised. We got the new budget in early March and
when I saw the number, I initially thought they made a mistake by forgetting one more zero.” Well, as Ms. Melvin and
the school found out, that was not the case.
The school knew the budgets were changing, yet they were not aware to the extent of how much. They had to set a
whole plan according to the new amount and also required the school to tighten down everywhere they could possibly
think of starting with the amount of copies produced to the coffee filters used in the teacher’s lounge.
				
*		
*		
*
Further leading into my questions, I was interested in the various opportunities Ms. Melvin planned to fundraise
for the school. “We are doing a lot of fundraising. Every year, we plan a golf tournament which raises a lot of money
and we also ask for direct donations from our families.” Once she mentioned the parents, their role in all of this sparked
a sudden interest. Upon asking how the parents are dealing with their frustration towards the budget cuts, Ms. Melvin
calmly answered, “We didn’t want them to worry that the kids wouldn’t get what they wanted. We also have the

n American is English, or French, or Italian, Irish, German,
Spanish, Polish, Russian, Israeli, Filipino, Mexican, African,
Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Australian, Canadian,
Armenian, Iranian, Asian, or Arab, Pakistani, Iraqi, or Afghan.
An American may also be a Comanche, Cherokee, Osage,
Blackfoot, Navajo, Apache, Seminole, or one of the many other
tribes known as Native Americans.
An American is Christian, or Jewish, or Buddhist, or Muslim.
In fact, there are more Muslims in America than in Afghanistan.
The only difference is that in America, they are free to worship as
each of them chooses.
An American is also free to believe in no religion. For that they
will answer only to G-d, not to the government, or to armed thugs
claiming to speak for the government and for G-d.
An American lives in the most prosperous land in history of
the world. They live in Porter Ranch, Northridge, Chatsworth,
Granada Hills, and thousands of other cities, states, towns and
communities.
The root of that prosperity can be found in the Declaration of
Independence, which recognizes the G-d given right of each person
to the pursuit of happiness.
An American is generous… Americans have helped out just
about every other nation in the world in their time of need, never
asking a thing in return. In economic slowdowns, in what our nation
faces today, Americans help Americans.
The national symbol of America, the statue of Liberty,
welcomes your tired and your poor, the wretched refuse of your
teeming shores, the homeless, tempest tossed. These in fact are the
people who built America.
Some of them were working in the Twin Towers the morning
of September 11, 2001, earning a better life for their families. It’s
been told that the World Trade Center victims were from at least
30 different countries, cultures, and first languages, including those
that aided and abetted the terrorists.
Americans are not a particular people from a particular place,
but are the embodiment of the human spirit of freedom. Everyone
who holds to that spirit, everywhere, is an American.

More Money for
Schools,

Little for Teachers

T

he Los Angeles Unified School District board unanimously
approved a $7.27 billion operating budget for the 2014-15
school year, with board members hailing a turn-around in
the district’s financial picture.
The board reviewed the budget at a meeting last month and
made no major changes, with the exception of Superintendent
John Deasy agreeing to find $500,000 to preserve the district’s
family literacy program, which offers English-language
training to students and parents.
Board members were equally agreeable, generally
(Continued on page 4) praising the budget, while recognizing that the issue of salaries
for teachers remains a topic of union negotiations.
At the onset of the meeting, Alex Caputo-Pearl, the
incoming president of United Teachers Los Angeles, which
represents LAUSD teachers, called on the district to do more
to address reduction in class sizes and restore salaries for
ASER BLAST - Just in time for family summer fun, the best place for birthdays, corporate parties, and
teachers and employees who took pay cuts during lean budget
more. SEE AD and special coupon, an amazing 2 games for only $12, Monday through Thursday. Whether
years.
you’re 8 or 78, you’ll love the Laser Tag Valencia Laser Blast, 23460 Cinema Drive, Valencia, 661-255-1600.
“Asking for salary restoration, just restoring the cuts
that we took to keep the district afloat ... asking for that isn’t
AFECO INSURANCE - Garrett Parkinson, 23241 Ventura Blvd., Suite 309, Woodland Hills, 91364, 800radical,” Caputo-Pearl said. “And asking for something
840-7919. Parkinson Insurance Agents & Brokers offers protection for auto, home, classic car, motorcycle,
on top of that that helps us cut against the 20 percent costRV, boat, condo, renters, landlord protection, umbrella. Call him for a quote!
of-living increase over the last five years is not radical or
crazy either, and that’s what we’re asking for.”
ADWP - STATEWIDE DROUGHT! Keep saving water, L.A. See the odd-even schedule in their ad inside.
According to the union, the district has offered a 2 percent
Water conservation in L.A. is mandatory. Limit your outdoor watering to 3 days a week, 8 minutes per
station, before 9 a.m. or after 4 p.m.
(Continued on page 7)
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Sepulveda Facility Cited

VA Hospital Woes
Revealed Here in L.A.
Valley Voice Special Report

M

Supporters of Initiative to Spilt
California to Gather Signatures

B

ackers of an initiative that would divide California into six states will gather signatures
at 143 locations throughout the state in an attempt to put the measure on the November
2016 ballot.
“California has grown ungovernable - be it Arnold Schwarzenegger or Jerry Brown as
governor - (and) the problems we face are too ingrained to be fixed in Sacramento,” Anna Morris
of Six Californias told City News Service.
“We need to reboot and the Six Californias initiative would bring government much closer
to the people.”
Venture capitalist Tim Draper said he wrote the initiative because he “wanted people to have a
choice, to be local to their state government and to be able to get a refresh so that schools, streets and
waterways could improve, poverty would decrease and businesses would want to keep jobs here.”
Joe Rodota, a co-founder of OneCalifornia, a committee opposing the initiative, said “it
has negative implications that could cost California’s businesses and taxpayers tens of billions
of dollars.”
Rodota estimated the cost of documenting and dividing the assets and liabilities of
California into six pieces would cost billions of dollars and take decades.
Rodota said effects of splitting the state would include forcing families with children attending
a University of California campus that is not in the new state which they would be assigned to
pay out-of-state tuition and businesses having to file multiple state income tax returns if they had
operations and employees in various states that were previously all part of California.
				
*		
*		
*
If voters approve the Six Californias initiative and Congress agrees to admit five new states, West
California would consist of Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties.
South California would consist of Orange, Riverside, San Diego, San Bernardino and
Imperial counties.
The eight coastal and adjacent counties from Monterey County to San Francisco would form
Silicon Valley.
The 14 inland counties from Kern to San Joaquin, Calaveras and Alpine would form
Central California.
The 13 counties from the Pacific Ocean to the Nevada border from Marin and Sonoma
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ayor Eric Garcetti said it is “unacceptable” that veterans wait up
to 56 days for their first appointment through the VA’s Greater Los
Angeles Healthcare System.
“It’s unacceptable to have those sorts of wait times,” Garcetti said.
The 56-day local wait time for new patients was revealed in an audit of
more than 731 VA hospitals by the Department of Veterans Affairs, which
showed more than 57,000 patients wait for their first appointment within the
VA’s healthcare system for 90 days or more. The VA had a 14-day goal for
those appointments.
Donna M. Beiter, director of the VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare
System, said in a previous statement that the health care system strives to
provide the best care possible to veterans, and “we welcome the opportunity
for an external set of eyes to look at our scheduling operation and offer
recommendations for improvement.”
The nationwide audit released found that the agency’s appointment
process caused confusion for schedulers, and that the 14-day goal was
unattainable because of growing demand for healthcare and due to planning
problems. The audit also found that VA schedulers across the country reported
by pressured to alter appointment information to downplay the patient
backlog.
In response to the audit’s findings, Acting U.S. Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Sloan Gibson eliminated the 14-day scheduling goal, implemented
a hiring freeze and ordered an independent, external audit of the agency’s
scheduling practices.
			
*		
*		
*
The Sepulveda Ambulatory Care Center, 16111 Plummer St. near North
Hills, was one of a series of VA health-care facilities across the country flagged
in the audit for “further review and investigation.” The report did not give
specific reasons for the follow-up probes at any of the flagged facilities.
Garcetti, who was asked about the audit results at a news conference
where he unveiled a program that seeks to employ veterans, said there is
already plenty of blame being thrown around.
“There’s been a failure of leadership and a failure of resources,” Garcetti
said. “Who gets punished when that happens? Veterans.”
The mayor, who is a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy Reserve, said it is time
for the Department of Veterans Affairs to come into the 21st century, like
other health-care providers.
“We need to make sure that they have the resources to hire, to have
enough people there and better systems for tracking,” Garcetti said.
The audit followed reports that veterans left off a waiting list died while
waiting for care in Phoenix.
counties to Sierra, Nevada, Placer and El Dorado counties would form North
California.
The state’s 14 northernmost counties would form the state of Jefferson,
taking the name from the proposed state under a short-lived 1941 effort that
would have combined California’s Del Norte, Siskiyou and Modoc counties
with four in Oregon.
(County voters could approve reassignment to a different new state if
the second state approves.)
The initiative’s backers need to submit valid signatures from 807,615
registered voters - 8 percent of the total votes cast for governor in the 2010
general election - by July 18 to qualify the measure for the November 2016
ballot, according to the Secretary of State’s Office.
“We are well on our way to getting there,” Morris said.
The locations of the signature-gathering sites can be found on the
initiative’s website, sixcalifornias.info.
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L.A. Council Members
Put Street Repair Plan,
Tax Hike On Hold

L

os Angeles’ backlog of broken streets will have to wait, with Los Angeles City
Council members saying that an effort to repair 8,200 miles of deteriorating city
streets has reached a roadblock.
City officials had proposed putting a half-cent sales tax hike onto the November
ballot to raise money for the repairs, but that plan has been dropped, City Councilman
Mitch Englander said.
Work on the Save Our Streets proposal has been “terminated,” Englander said
in a statement.
He and City Councilman Joe Buscaino first introduced the goal to fix all of the
city’s damaged streets in 2013.
Buscaino said it was “after thoughtful and careful consideration,” that they
“decided this November is not the best time to place the Save our Streets LA (SOSLA)
measure on the ballot.”
The city’s “infrastructure crisis” is more widespread than its streets, and extends
to sidewalks and its stormwater system, he said.
“Before asking voters to open their wallets, we owe it to them to thoroughly and
exhaustively explore all options, and to ensure that we are maximizing the use of
every tax dollar we receive by operating as efficiently as possible,” he said.
				
*		
*		
*
This also would give city officials an opportunity to incorporate upcoming
recommendations from City Controller Ron Galperin, who conducted an audit of the
city’s pavement preservation program, according to Buscaino.
Englander said after they “delved into the complexities of maintaining and updating
our infrastructure, it became obvious that the single biggest impediment” was the need
for a consistent source of funding to pay for the repairs.
“The (funding) sources that we have depended on have been reduced, are restrictive,
or have disappeared entirely, leaving a larger and larger gap for which the only eligible
backfill source was’’ the city’s operating fund, Englander said.
The announcement was greeted with approval from Mayor Eric Garcetti.
“Now is not the right time to ask voters to raise taxes,” he said.
“Right now, I am focused on reforming City Hall and making our departments more
efficient so we can provide better services to our residents including street repairs.”
“I want to thank councilmen Englander and Buscaino for their exhaustive review
of various options to fix our streets,” he said.

Social Security and You

Benefits for Children of Retirees

T

he minor children of retirees are potentially eligible for benefits on the retiree’s
Social Security account. I am constantly amazed how this little known and also
rarely paid benefit can ignite such passions on the part of so many people.
Tom wrote to say: “I will tell you one way we can put Social Security back in the
black. Stop sending checks to the children of retirees. A guy should be forced to support
his own children and not expect the government to bail him out each month.”
Dick wrote to say: “I know of two retired men in town who are millionaires. They
both have younger trophy wives, and they both have young children. I was shocked
to learn that their kids are getting Social Security checks each month. Why is the
government supporting the illicit lifestyle of these immoral hucksters?”
Harry wrote to say: “I recently applied for Social Security at age 66. The
questionnaire asked me if I had any children disabled before age 22. We have a 26-yearold daughter who was born with Down syndrome. I was surprised (and thrilled) to
learn that she will get a monthly check on my Social Security account. Frankly, paying
the high costs of her care for all these years has kept me and my wife from having some
of the better things in life that we see our neighbors and friends enjoying.”
Mary wrote to say: “I am a 48-year-old divorced woman with a 16-year-old
daughter. I made a big mistake 16 years ago and got pregnant and then married the
father of this child. He ran out on us several years later. He has never been a loving or
supportive father. He is now 62 years old, and I learned that he recently filed for Social
Security. The only reason I learned this is because the Social Security office contacted
me and told me our daughter was eligible for benefits on his record. They helped me file
a claim, and my daughter now gets a check for $780 every month.”
				
*		
*		
*
Ever since 1939, Social Security law has stipulated that the legal dependents of
anyone getting Social Security retirement benefits should be eligible for a share of those
benefits. Ninety-five percent of the time, that dependent is a spouse. People expect that
the wife or husband of a retiree should be entitled to a portion of the retiree’s benefits
— unless the spouse gets higher benefits on his or her own Social Security account or
from another non-Social Security-covered retirement plan (like a teacher’s retirement
benefit in some states). I’ve never heard anyone squabble about the payment of benefits
to a dependent spouse.
But in rare cases, a retiree still has a minor child at home. And a child is a legal
dependent just as much as a spouse is a legal dependent, maybe even more so. That’s
why the law has always said that children of retirees qualify for benefits. They get
benefits until age 18, or they can continue beyond that age if the child is disabled.
For obvious biological reasons, there are very few women of retirement age who
have small children at home. And even though older men can have children, it still
doesn’t happen all that often — even when considering men who have married “trophy
wives,” as Dick complained about. The latest numbers show that out of 56 million Social
Security beneficiaries, only about 550,000 of them are children of retirees — or a little
less than one percent.
So what do we do about benefits to children of retirees? Because of the thousands
of Harrys and Marys out there, I don’t think we can simply eliminate them. And do
we really want a government bureaucrat sitting in judgment of the men that Tom and
Dick complain about? I mean — how do we decide who is a philandering fool and who
is just a nice retired dad who happens to have a teenager still at home? And who is an
“immoral huckster” with a trophy wife, and who is a guy who just happened to meet
and fall in love with a younger woman?
If you have a Social Security question, Tom Margenau has the answer. Contact
him at thomas.margenau@comcast.net.
- COPYRIGHT 2014 CREATORS.COM
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New CicLAvias To

Hit The Road

has tasted CicLAvia, and it wants more events coming to the Valley.
L.A.
In early 2010, as preparations were being made for Los Angeles’ first carfree, open streets event, Santa Monica organizers were brainstorming doing the same

thing in their city. While CicLAviablasted off that October, quickly drawing crowds in
excess of 100,000, Santa Monica’s plans never got rolling.
Cynthia Rose, director of the bike advocacy group Santa Monica Spoke, said that
despite having an active cycling and walking community, her city simply didn’t have
enough resources.
“We were not as far along and just did not have the money that CicLAvia had,” says Rose.
Enter Metro.
A year ago, the transportation agency launched a grant program to fund open
streets events—closing streets so people can bike, walk and frolic freely—with the goal
of spreading the CicLAvia love to more places. Nearly two dozen applications were
received in April, and 12 were accepted in the first cycle of grants made public this
week. Pending approval by Metro’s Board of Directors, the agency will spend $4 million
during the next two years to bring 12 events to places like Santa Monica, Pasadena,
Long Beach and the San Fernando Valley.
Rose says she’s excited that her city will now get a chance to put its unique mark
on the rapidly-expanding open streets movement.
“This is something that the community is ripe for and really wants,” Rose says.
“Ours is going to be more like a big street festival. It’s for everyone to share the street.”
Still, a large chunk of the grant money is slated to go CicLAvia itself, with funding
recommended for six major events that the organization is producing or co-producing.
CicLAvia spokesman Robert Gard said the plan is to use the Metro money to reach new
locations, including the San Fernando Valley, where an event is planned for spring of 2015.
“We’ve done nine events on this side of the hill and by the time we get to the Valley
it will have been 11 events,” Gard said. “With all the people who come from the Valley
and beyond to our events, it just makes sense.”
The proposed Valley route still must be tested and finalized, but planners envision
it going through North Hollywood, Studio City and Sherman Oaks, along Ventura
and Lankershim boulevards. Those streets are home to scores of shops and eateries, a
thriving arts community, beautiful vistas of the Hollywood Hills and more. The route
also would connect with Metro’s Red and Orange lines and several bike paths, making
it easy to get there and back.
CicLAvia would like to make the San Fernando Valley a regular destination,
Gard says. Future events could target other locations further west, like Porter Ranch,
Northridge, Granada Hills, and Chatsworth.
Under direction from its board, Metro has sharpened its focus in recent years on
“active transportation,” including cycling and walking. The agency formed a Bicycle
Roundtable to collaborate with the cycling community and it has invested millions in
infrastructure, with more to come.
Diego Cardoso, Metro’s executive officer in charge of active transportation, says open
streets events benefit all types of transportation in the county. Not only do they get people
out of their cars, he says, they also get some folks to try public transit for the first time.
“They take transit because they are going to use a bike at CicLAvia, but then they
learn the places it can take them.” That, Cardoso says, makes them more likely to take
buses and trains in the future.

Interview with Mary Melvin

Staying True to the Roots...
(Continued from page 1)

support of Councilman Mitchell Englander who donated $50,000 this year.
Regarding the immense amount of support Porter Ranch Community is
accumulating, it is no wonder the school has over a 1,000 children attending. The school
is planning on tightening up and planning to build an entirely new plan centered not
around the budget, but on the children’s needs. “Instead of going to other sites for field
trips, they’ll come here”, said Mary Melvin in regards to the different measures the
school shall take with the new budget.
Before my intriguing interview with Ms. Melvin, I brushed up on the school itself
and noticed that the Korean program was an influential part of the education at Porter
Ranch Community School since one third of the population is Korean. Yet, why is it
such a vital part of the entire school system? “It is not a funded program, so there is no
reason to cut it. We have all the supplies and materials needed for it as well.
If this wasn’t a comforting conversation, I can’t imagine having one. Amidst a
frustrating and unpredictable time for Mary Melvin, she presented herself and the school
to be continuing on as if their budget had not been slashed. This was remarkable on its
own because she did not expect anything to this extent coming as principal to this job.
Despite, the numerous cutbacks and number crunching, Porter Ranch
Community School is continuing on with smooth sailing thanks to the remarkable
efforts of Mary Melvin.
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CityWatch LA

LAUSD’s New Parent Advisory
Committee Treated Like
Kindergarteners … Given Minutes
to Make Million $$ Decisions
By Rachel Greene and Andrew Thomas

W

e sat at assigned tables. They read us stories. We colored. They reviewed the rules. If
we behaved, we got to watch a video. Adults helped us find our words, and wrote them
on posters for us. Then we got stickers to tag our favorites on the posters.  Free lunch
was provided by Cafeteria Services. Most of us threw away our apples.
Kindergarten? No. We are the LAUSD’s inaugural 47-member Parent Advisory
Committee (PAC): business owners, IT guys, foster guardians, HVAC techs, community
organizers, a nursing mom who brought her baby and trenchant questions about our
District’s past spending patterns. Previously, we’d attended four days of training on
California’s replacement for the baroque “categorical” system of tying state funds to
specific educational uses.
This sweeping change to education budgets--the Local Control Funding Formula
(LCFF)--balances increased spending flexibility with accountability. The formula adds
dollars for high-needs students. It also incrementally restores funding to pre-2009 levels
over the next several years with “gap funding.”
School districts must show in their new Local Control and Accountability Plans
(LCAPs) how they spend to support student learning generally, and under-served
populations, specifically.
Proportionality is a guiding principle, calculated to ensure that services for highneeds students are “increased or improved” in proportion to the amount of additional
dollars they bring to the district.
The legislature only promulgated the template for this sea-change via emergency
regulations in January. So the timeframe for stakeholder engagement prior to School
Board approval in June is compressed. The PAC’s task--in a mere three hours--was to
submit comments on the draft LCAP. By law, Superintendent Deasy must respond to
our comments in writing.
Problems were apparent from the get-go. The document we received could only be
graded as incomplete, with missing pages, blank sections, and no contextual information
on other funding streams for the proposed line items (recommended in the legislation,
and helpfully provided in other Districts’ drafts).  
If we hoped for a 21st century vision for the best use of $4.5 billion in
educational opportunity for the largest concentration of under-served youth in the
State, our hopes remain unfulfilled. Instead, we got a grab bag of justifications for
existing programs and administration; disjointed at best, misleading at worst.
				
*		
*		
*
We asked for and eventually received the proportionality calculation missing from
the LCAP’s final section. However, it reiterated a misstatement from Superintendent
Deasy to the School Board that proportionality only applies to the “new” dollars each
year. Even as the funding formula increases distributions to Districts, the “new” gap
funding compared to the prior year’s increase actually shrinks over time. This seems
a tricky way to decrease the amount that must be spent on the neediest children -- and
contrary to the law.
(Continued on page 9)

DWP Union vs. L.A.

Ratepayers’ Soaking
Drips On

A

courtroom battle between city leaders and the union representing Department of
Water and Power employees spilled into the streets last month, with hundreds of
union activists protesting the city’s plan to withhold $4 million per year for two
DWP controlled trusts.
Employees represented by the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Local 18 said the city would be in violation of the union’s contract if it did not make the
annual payments to the DWP trusts after the start of the new fiscal year this month.
“This is a binding agreement and the more than 8,000 workers at the DWP demand that
the city honor all elements of this agreement,” IBEW Local 18 boss Brian D’Arcy said.
Members of the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor turned out in support of
the utility workers, with the group’s executive secretary-treasurer, Maria Elena Durazo,
saying “a deal is a deal.”
“We fully expect the city and the DWP to respect and honor an agreement they
signed with its 8,500 workers, who every day provide reliable power and clean water to
our communities,” she said.
DWP Board President Mel Levine and DWP General Manager Marcie Edwards
issued a joint statement, saying any claim that city leaders were trying to undermine
the union is “entirely false and merely an attempt to distract from the central issue at
hand - transparency.”
City officials have been questioning how the DWP trusts - the Joint Safety Institute
and the Joint Training Institute - spend their money. The union has refused to open its
books, despite City Controller Ron Galperin subpoenaing the records.
In June, IBEW Local 18 appealed a ruling in which a judge said the union was
obligated to provide financial information to the city.
The money, according to Levine and Edwards, comes from ratepayers, and the union
should be transparent about what it does with it. The amount is relatively small compared
to roughly $117 million the utility spends on training and safety programs each year.
“We remain committed to meeting the safety and training needs of our employees
and to the spirit and intent with which the Joint Training and Safety institutes were
established,” their joint statement said. “We encourage IBEW, Local 18, to release to
the city controller the financial records that were requested nearly a year ago so that we
can move forward together in the interest of our customers and our employees.”
July, 2014
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California Failing the
Corruption Conviction
Race … and We Have

Only Ourselves to Blame

Y
CityWatch LA

60,000 Unaccompanied Kids
Illegally Crossing into U.S. …
Could Derail Immigration Reform
By Grace Flores-Hughes

A

ll those supporters of immigration reform may be in for a rude awakening. The recent influx of
unaccompanied minors crossing the Mexican border into this country is creating major problems not
only for the Obama administration but also for many of the relatives of the youngsters … and for the
proponents of immigration reform.
There is already talk that this situation could cause Congress to reconsider passing any kind of
immigration reform this year or for years to come for
that matter. This isn’t the first time that unaccompanied
minors have travelled thousands of miles for a better life in
America but this time it’s different.
Their numbers are expected to reach 60,000 this year
and the age of the children ranges anywhere from as young
as two years old to 17 years of age.
The youngsters, many of whom come to this country to
join their parents who themselves came to the U.S. without
legal documentation are at the center of this upsurge. Why
are they coming and in such record high numbers?
There are fingers being pointed in every direction
but mostly directed at the Obama Administration for
supporting a policy that allows children who were brought
to this country by their parents without legal documents to
stay without fear of being deported.
To this end, its speculated that the unusually high
number of children entering illegally is because more and
more parents who came here illegally are themselves calling
for their children to join them.  
Certainly this could be one reason, but if you hear the
stories from the children, they will tell you that poverty is
their biggest motive.
They come to work. Add to that, their escape from the
increasingly and dangerous drug inspired violence along
with the aggressive recruitment by gangs of young boys and
girls throughout mostly South and Central America.
One can reason why the children are crossing the
Mexican borders in record numbers, but we don’t want to
miss the key point and that is the danger associated with
their travel to America.  
There are stories of young children being sexually and
physically abused by the coyotes who are paid thousands of
dollar to help get them across the American southwest border.
Some are unwittingly thrown into the slave trade while
others lose their lives along the way. In one instance, a 12 year
old girl who had been raised by her grandparents in Ecuador
was recently found hanged from ashower curtain rod at a
Mexican shelter for unaccompanied minors.
The United States government by law must respond
to the welfare and security needs of the unaccompanied
minors and the Departments of Health and Human
Services and Homeland Security are the two major
departments responsible for administering such policy.
When I served as Director of the Community Rations at
the Department of Justice during the 1980’s my agency was
responsible for providing shelter for unaccompanied minors.
Back then the number of unaccompanied minors wasn’t
anywhere close to the rising numbers of today but so many of
the issues were the same and the question for the government
was, as it is today, how do we protect these children?
The Obama Administration is working with various
organizations throughout the country to do just that. One
such organization is a non-profit out of Austin, Texas, named
the Southwest Key Program whose founder and president
Juan Sanchez has proven over 20 years to be a leader in
providing shelter for detained children.
There are many ways for government to engage in
solving this issue with other governments but for now, we
have a crisis on our hands and the only way to handle it is in
a humanitarian and dignified manner – after all that is what
America has done for so many others who came to America
to seek a better life.
For once, the political bureaucracy has the
opportunity to shine since it’s unlikely this issue will be
resolved politically or otherwise any time soon.
(Grace Flores-Hughes served as Director of Community
Relations at the Department of Justice.)
July, 2014

By Ron Kaye

ou got to hand it to California’s politicians – not only do we have the
region with the nation’s worst roads in Los Angeles, according to the
national transportation research group TRIP.
Maybe that’s why we’re in such a rush to build a bullet train and a
subway to the sea – the roads are too dangerous.
Schools are no better with California ranking 49th when it comes to
per pupil spending when adjusted for cost of living, a category that puts
the Golden State 45th.
And, of course, you can’t beat our air quality where we are totally
dominant, according to the American Lung Association. Los Angeles,
Bakersfield, Visalia, Fresno, Sacramento Hanford and San Diego hold
the top seven places for ozone and six of the top 10 spots for year-round
particle pollution.
The ocean breezes sparing San Diego this distinction.
Air, education, transportation – those are all important to the quality
of our lives and all have a lot to with the quality of the political leadership
in Sacramento which arguably has been pretty dismal since Reagan and
Brown, Pat Brown that is, held high office.
So when some researchers at Indiana University counted up 25,000
convictions of public officials in America over three decades, they found
Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, Illinois and Pennsylvania topped the list
while California ranked a middle of the road 20th.
The researchers put a price tag on corruption among the top ten as
well, finding that overall per capita spending in nine of them was higher
(Continued on page 10)
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When Did Mass Shootings
Become So Frighteningly
Mundane in America?
By Sue Miller

H

ere’s a recurring dream I used to have growing up on the South Side of Chicago.
I’m walking down a street by myself and a man is walking toward me. Just as
we’re about to pass each other, I see that he’s holding a razor, a razor that he lifts
quickly to try and slash across my face. I jerk my head back violently, which is the
moment that wakes me each time – breathless, my heart shaking my chest.
I had this dream in response to a series of real events. For a short while during the
1950s, a man was terrorizing women and girls in public places in Chicago, randomly
slashing at them. But I went on having the dream, in one variation or another, well
into my forties, I think because the crime seemed so terrifyingly random, a matter
of pure bad luck. Like going to the movies and having someone step out onto the
proscenium in battle dress and start shooting. Like sitting in a classroom learning to
read when the door opens and a madman enters, fully armed.
Now here comes the summer of 2014, and with it the statistically inevitable rise
in violent crime and murder. Caused at least in part, we’re told, by the temperature.
It gets hotter, irritability increases.
And already, the carnage has begun. A man in New York goes on a stabbing spree
that includes two little children. A man in California knifes three people, then shoots
and kills three others before killing himself. A man in Seattle walks into a college, a
man in Georgia walks into a courtroom, both of them equipped for and apparently
willing to kill as many people as they possibly can. A white supremacist couple in Las
Vegas, a lone shooter in a high school in Oregon.
Is it random? Is it the forecast? Or is this kind of violence now as inevitable as it
is unpredictable?
I thought of my violent dream again decades later, when I read about the murder
of a young foreign student at MIT. He was walking with a friend on a warm September
night when they passed some kids from the local high school. The kids were drunk,
high, and one of them, for no apparent reason, punched him so hard in the forehead
that he fell down. While he was trying to get up, a second kid stabbed him in the
heart, then wiped off the bloody knife on his shirt as he lay there dying.

Economic Forecast

he California and national economies are expected to rebound from a sluggish
first quarter and continue on an upward trend through 2016, thanks in part to a
housing market that continues to improve, according to a UCLA forecast.
In his outlook for California, UCLA Anderson Forecast senior economist Jerry
Nickelsburg wrote that the state will continue to benefit from improving conditions
across the globe.
“The factors which have driven California employment and income growth to
higher rates than the U.S. are still in play,” Nickelsburg wrote. “As the world economy
improves once again, and as investment by firms in the U.S. grows, California will once
again have a disproportionate share of that improvement.”
Nickelsburg predicted total statewide employment growth of 1.8 percent this year,
2.4 percent next year and 2.1 percent in 2016. Meanwhile, unemployment will continue
to fall, averaging about 7.7 percent for this year, then dropping to 6.8 percent and 5.9
percent over the next two years, he wrote.
He noted that the state’s housing markets are returning to normal, despite concerns
about rising home prices and flat to negative growth in new home sales.
“While construction is still not a barn burner, and is still not uniform across the
state, we continue with our view that there will be a recovery in home construction
before the end of the forecast horizon,” Nickelsburg wrote.
On the national front, UCLA Anderson Forecast director Edward Leamer wrote
that the U.S. economy will continue to face serious issues, “the most important of which
are a workforce ill-suited to the reality of a post-industrial 21st Century world, and too
many elderly and not enough working stiffs.”
“Despite the longer-term concerns, we see growth of real GDP bouncing back in
the second quarter ...,” he wrote.
Leamer said unemployment will continue to trend downward over the next two
years, reaching 5.4 percent in 2016.

More Money for Schools,
Little for Teachers
(Continued from page 1)

raise for all teachers for the current school year, with another 2 percent increase next year.
UTLA officials have been seeking a 17.6 percent salary increase over several years.
The LAUSD will receive an extra $334 million from the state in the coming year
under the Local Control Funding Formula, which Deasy said in his budget transmittal to
the board “is now the primary means of funding K-12 education across the state.”
Deasy told the board that while the financial situation has improved, there is always
room for more.
“The total agreement, I think, with the community and with the district is we can
always use more money. and I think that is actually spot on,” he said. “We are still woefully,
woefully, inadequately funded compared to the rest of the country for the students.”
But Deasy praised the work being done in the district to produce students prepared
for college and the workforce.

			
*		
*		
*
The Cambridge event itself was awful enough, but what struck me in its
aftermath were the comments made to reporters by friends of the killer. They were of
the opinion that entirely too much was being made of this murder. This kind of thing
happened all the time – what was the big deal? The quote in local paper from one of
them was, “People get killed every day”.
Technically, of course, this is true. And while the year Yngve Raustein was
punched and stabbed and died, 1992, was a bad year for homicide in the United
States, it wasn’t so bad in Cambridge. There were all of two murders in Cambridge.
It was worse in the bigger city across the river, but even in Boston, there were 73
murders. I hesitate to say “only” of either number – 2 or 73, both are too many – but
what I can say is that these kids had no direct experience of people getting killed
every day. Not even close.
Still, all around us that notion – that killing is everywhere, and so frequent as
to be ordinary – is nourished. By certain violent video games, by slasher and torture
movies, by graphic crime shows on television, by the internet with its celebration of
the grisly, the lurid.
What happens next in that kind of world? What other random horrors will a
long, hot summer bring?
These crimes are unpredictable, in some sense impersonal, apparently driven by
mental illness and sometimes made worse by the terrifyingly easy availability of guns.
No, it is only interpersonal crimes – crimes of passion, of aggression, that will
get worse over the next few months. The risk of being killed or injured by someone
you don’t know, someone with a semiautomatic, with a grenade, with a knife, with a
straight razor – this stays about the same year-round.
Lucky, aren’t we?
(Sue Miller writes for The Guardian … where this piece was first posted … and is
the best-selling author of 11 novels including, most recently, The Arsonist. Photo
credit: Paul Stein / Flickr via Creative Commons
July, 2014
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Scandal in
the church
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
- Shepherd of the Hills

c

orinth was a large city in ancient Greece that was much like any metropolitan
area you’d find in the world today. Though it was a prosperous city with
social and cultural diversity, it was also filled with extreme corruption and
immorality. The Temple of Aphrodite was located in Corinth and had more than a
thousand temple prostitutes. If you wanted to worship in that city, it was actually a
normal part of worship to visit one of the male or female prostitutes at the temple.
In the midst of this perverse Corinthian culture was a Christian church. The
Bible says it is Jesus’ desire for the church to be holy and different from the world
(Ephesians 5:27); however, the believers in Corinth had allowed worldly sins to
creep into the church. As the church’s spiritual father, the Apostle Paul had to
address this scandal, and he does so in 1 Corinthians 5 in the New Testament.
Sin is a difficult topic. You don’t hear people talking much about sin these days,
but Romans 3:23 says, “we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”
Sin is misleading and destructive, and many people choose to ignore sin rather than
confronting it head-on. The Apostle Paul loved the church in Corinth and he knew
God intended His people to live lives free from the entanglement of sin, so he wrote
to the church to talk about the scandalous activity that had been reported among
its members.
He writes in 1 Corinthians 5:1-2, “It is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is
sleeping with his father’s wife. And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone
into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing
this?” The man who was committing the sin was not contrite or remorseful. And
instead of correcting his sin, it seems that the church actually condoned his sin!
Paul goes on to encourage correction for the purpose of restoration. Like a
modern-day intervention, Matthew 18:15-17 calls believers to approach a person
who is engaged in sin to attempt to win them back over to Christ. If that person
won’t listen to his brothers and sisters in the church, God directs us to exercise
“tough love” by not associating with the person at all—in the hopes that this
physical consequence of separation will convince the individual of his or her sin.
But as we see from the the prideful response of the church in Corinth and

Obama Gets Warnings
from 88 Senators and
NY Times over Hamas He Proceeds Anyway

the individual caught in transgression, one
of the consequences of sin is that it blinds
us. How many times do we find ourselves
rationalizing the first time we commit an
offense? “It’s just this once.” “It’s not a big
deal.” Once the sin becomes a pattern or habit,
we may ignore the fault in our actions altogether. “It’s just a little
white lie.” “Everyone else is doing it.” “But it feels so right.” We make excuses for
ourselves and ignore the nagging in our conscience. Eventually, we become desensitized and
ultimately numb to the error in our ways, which enables us to continue sinning.
This continuation leads to the second consequence of sin, which is that it binds us. Most
sins, from lying to substance abuse, are addictive in nature. Oftentimes we may actually
want to stop, but find that we have continued in the habit for so long, we do not know how
to break free. What is the remedy to this bondage? Paul reminds the church at Corinth that
Jesus Christ died on the cross as a sacrifice to pay for the penalty of our sins—and to set us
free from the enslavement of sin if we believe and put our faith in Him!
Paul explains later in his letter: “No temptation has overtaken you except what is
common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you
can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure
it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). No matter what temptation we experience or what sin in which
may be entrapped, if we trust in Jesus and seek His help, He will provide a way out and the
supernatural strength and wisdom to endure and resist any temptation.
To learn more about Paul’s teaching to the church in Corinth and how it parallels God’s
plan for our lives today, please join us for weekend services at Shepherd Church as we
continue our sermon series called, “First Californians.”
Edited by Rhona Cox
Dudley Rutherford is the author of God Has an App for That and the senior pastor of the
10,000-member Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch (Los Angeles), California. You
can connect with Dudley online at www.Godhasanapp.com or on Twitter @pastordudley.

I

magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Dear Editor:

L

ast month, a super-majority of 88 Democrat and Republican Senators
reminded President Obama that supporting the proposed Palestinian
unity government comprised of “moderate” Fatah and the terrorist
Hamas movements was specifically against U.S. law.
They urged Mr. Obama to tell Palestinian President Abbas to “cease
any alliance with terrorist organizations such as Hamas and to return to the
negotiating table with Israel.”
Even as U.S. State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki was affirming
the Administration’s continued support of the Palestinian Authority despite
the merger, a New York Times editorial warned that the U.S. “has to be
careful to somehow distinguish between its support for the new government
and an endorsement of Hamas and its violent, hateful behavior.”
The weasel word in this warning is “somehow,” since Hamas still
asserts its unflinching determination to throw the Jews out of Palestine.
Any government that includes Hamas will be, by definition, genocidal.
In truth, Mr. Obama can’t have it both ways. If he’s truly against
terrorism---and if he believes in obeying U.S. law---he must condemn the
Fatah-Hamas marriage, withdraw support for the Palestinian Authority
and cut off further U.S. funding to the Palestinians.
What seems clear is that the winners---if U.S. and European aid to the
Palestinian Authority continues---will be the Palestinians.  The losers will be
the U.S. and Israel, since the new government is clearly less likely to make
peace and more likely to increase its attacks on Israel and U.S. interests.
Please pass this issue along to friends and colleagues and fellow
congregants. Above all, urge your congressional representatives to stand
firm: No Palestinian state without negotiations with Israel, and no U.S.
funding for a Palestinian government in which Hamas plays an influential
role.

Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School
818.363.8127
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School
818.347.8300
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

Best regards,
Jim Sinkinson
Vice President, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)

www.chaminade.org
July, 2014
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cannot be made in full.
DWP and its Ratepayers are the largest single source of cash for the City’s General
Fund. The City Utility Tax and the not so transparent 8% Power Transfer Fee are projected
to contribute $315 million (7.2%) and $257 million (5.9%) to the City’s General Fund, a
total of $573 million (13.1%) of the General Fund’s revenues.
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“Definitely. Here at Cleveland? Especially,” he said. “I have friends that drink. The
other day, this kid was [passed out] on the bench [after drinking Four Loko].”
“This year, we have had a few incidents where kids came to school intoxicated.
They did make us aware that they had drunk the Four Loko. However, they have also
been helpful in letting us know that there are a lot of stores out there that are just selling
it to minors, without carding them,” Sarris said.
The Land reflects what is going on across the country, the increasing consumption
of drinks containing both caffeine and alcohol.
The state of Michigan has completely banned the sale and consumption of Four
Loko in its state. Ramapo College in New Jersey, Central Washington University in
Ellensburg, Washington, and the University of Rhode Island have banned Four Loko
and other similar alcoholic beverages containing caffeine. Other colleges are quickly
following suit as they realize the disaster Four Loko is causing on campuses, including
students requiring hospitalization.

LAUSD Postpones
Early Start Calendar
(Continued from page 1)

Members questioned the District’s readiness for this change with supplies,
maintenance, etc. and were also concerned about the difficulty parents
would have making adjustments to childcare or changing vacation plans on
such short notice.
To get the word out to many parents who were not aware of the
calendar change, UTLA members handed out flyers to parents in January
urging them to call the School Board if they were opposed to the Early
Start calendar.
UTLA and LAUSD will now establish a working group to study the
Early Start Calendar and its impact on instruction, with an eye towards
- City Watch
implementation in 2012-13. A calendar committee will meet as soon as
toletter
determine
start
for 2011-12.
even organizations sent thepossible
following
to the the
Losschool
Angeles
Citydate
Council,
commending Council Member

Groups Applaud LA City Council
Resolution on UCLA Antisemitic Pledge

S
Harvey Dunn CPA

Blumenfield and six other Council members for introducing a resolution to address the anti-Israel,
antisemitic “pledge” and urging the Council to vote on it.
On behalf of the groups, Dumisani Washington of the Institute for Black Solidarity with Israel, Sam Levine
of Zionist Organization of America and Tammi Rossman-Benjamin of AMCHA Initiative, met with UCLA
Chancellor
Block andExperience
members of his administration to address the antisemitic harassment, intimidation and
40 Years
bullying of Jewish and pro-Israel students at UCLA by members of
SJP group.
A the
THEcampus’
CONVENIENCE
OF YOUR HOUSE

PIANO LESSONS

(818) 887-5137

ALL LEVELS, Relations
ALL AGESCommittee,
To: Herb J. Wesson, Jr., Chairman of the Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental
City of Los Angeles

ANDREW ZADOR

Office
Dear Chairman Wesson:
TRAINED IN EUROPE
We
represent
7
organizations
deeply
concerned
about
the
serious
and
growing
problem of antisemitism on college
20969
Ventura Blvd., Suite 203
OF EXPERIENCE
campuses across the country. A few weeks ago we urged UCLA Chancellor15+
Block,YEARS
UC President
Napolitano and the
UC
Regents to stop Hills,
the antisemitic
and intimidation of Jewish and pro-Israel students being perpetrated by
Woodland
CA bullying
91364
members of official registered student groups at UCLA, especially Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP).
We understand that a resolution entitled “Student Protection from Intimidation and Harassment,”
For Advertising
Rates,
Visit
www.evalleyvoice.com
9
presented by
Council
Member
3rd District Bob Blumenfield and seconded by six other CouncilPage
members,
was recently submitted to the Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations Committee and is awaiting
approval by the full City Council.
We strongly commend Council Member Blumenfield and the other signatories on the resolution for raising
many of our concerns about the highly problematic “ethics pledge” promoted by the SJP demanding that
candidates for all undergraduate student council offices at UCLA sign a pledge not to take trips to Israel that
are sponsored by three Jewish organizations.
As the resolution rightly points out:
- The pledge request was “part of a larger campaign which has used intimidation as a tactic,” it “did not
concern a policy issue relevant to the University, but rather the legitimacy of the State of Israel - a democratic
country that is a U.S. ally,” and it had a “singular and divisive anti-Israel focus.”
- Students who refused to sign the pledge “have been the subject of bullying tactics, including extreme
social media harassment, intimidation and the filing of specious charges” which “created a major distraction
for students during midterm week.”
- Although UCLA Chancellor Block and UC President Napolitano issued statements indicating
“appropriate concern” about the situation, “they do not address serious underlying concerns related to bullying
tactics intended to intimidate students with differing viewpoints and to protect students from harassment and
personal vengeful attacks”.
- “Additional action must be taken by the University of California Board of Regents and the President of
the University of California system to ensure that students are protected from bullying and harassment.”

(323) 547-6982

March, 2011

LAUSD’s New Parent Advisory Committee
Treated Like Kindergarteners
(Continued from page 5)
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But back to our day in Kindergarten working on issuing comments for Deasy’s written reply. Seated in
small groups, we were given eight minute periods to generate comments on broad swaths of the LCAP, some
worth nearly $1.9 billion of expenditures. And we had to relay our comments to our “Parent Coaches” -- District
employees with varying levels of comprehension and dedication to accurate transcription on the posters.
Thus comments like, “The Elementary School Focus line appears to reduce spending for Arts, Libraries,
and Assistant Principals by over $7 million for next year,” magically became: “This reduces funding for
schools.” Once posted on the wall, devoid of any context, that phrase appeared misinformed and untrue, rather
than factually reflecting the independent research District personnel suggested we conduct.  
Meanwhile, the “iPads for all students!!!” comment gathered stickers of approval. If our District had
provided the requested budgetary data, PAC parents would have known how many iPads are purchased with
bond money -- separate funding invisible in the draft LCAP. Did these parents mean to say they wanted to use
basic education dollars to buy more than one iPad per student? We’ll never know since we never convened as
a whole to form consensus and comment in our authentic voice.
The best part of Kindergarten was missing: Circle Time, when you take turns sharing, keeping ears open
and mouths closed while your friends speak.  
Ultimately, the District’s legal obligation of accountability to parents for improved services for our neediest
youth is not child’s play. Committee members should be treated like adults. Instead of elevating speed over
comprehension and forced choices over informed analysis, the District should let this deliberative body work
collectively to give meaningful and constructive feedback. We are parents, after all. That is what we do.   
(The authors are At Large Representatives on the LAUSD Parent Advisory Committee. Rachel Greene is
a prosecutor assigned to forensically complex cases and has a child in elementary school in LAUSD. Andrew
Thomas is father of two LAUSD high-school students and uses his PhD in Education to analyze educational
programs and advise school districts.)
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LOCAL Events
a Lifeguard. The Granada Hills pool is located at 16730
CERT Training
Chatsworth Street, phone 818-360-7107. Northridge pool
The West Hills Neighborhood Council is proud to offer
Shepherd Sports is offering the 4th Annual Jrue
is located at 10058 Reseda Blvd., phone (818) 709-7475.
a 7 week CERT training class starting Thursday, July 10,
Holiday Youth Basketball Camp on July 14-18 at Shep6:30 pm - 9:00 pm at Shomrei Torah Synagogue, 7353 Valherd of the Hills Gym. This week long camp offers kids
Rescue the Mission
a chance to learn the different tactics, training, and skills
The San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission still needs ley Circle Blvd. in West Hills . Class member receive 17.5
from one of the world’s best basketball players. Jrue is your help! Cash donations are the most vital right now hours of initial training. CERT is provided free of charge
currently playing professionally in the NBA with the New and may be made by visiting www.SanFernandoValley- within the City of Los Angeles to anyone 18 year of age or
Orleans Pelicans. Jrue has achieved many superlatives in RescueMission.org. You can also make a donation of vi- over. Course topics include: earthquake preparations, dihis young career including a 2013 NBA All-Star selection. tal goods. Items needed include: children's clothing, adult saster preparedness, team organization, medical triage, fire
Boys and Girls Ages 5-16. Times: Ages 5-8 - 9am-noon; clothing, new socks and underwear, gift cards to depart- chemistry and utility control. To reserve a seat please email
Ages 9-16 - Noon-3pm.
ment stores and grocery stores, new children's shoes, Bob Brostoff at Bob.Brostoff@westhillsnc.org.
The 4th Annual Annett Davis Youth Volleyball Camp shampoo and conditioner, soap, toothpaste and toothPALS Golf Tournament
will be on July 21-25 (Monday-Friday). Annett is current- brushes, feminine products, blankets, small household
Join the LAPD Devonshire Police Activity League
ly on the APV woman’s tour ranked 3rd in the world. This items and personal hygiene items. You can drop off dona- Supporters (PALS) for their 35th Grand Golf Invitational
weeklong camp offers kids a chance to learn the different tions at the CD 12 Community Service Center located at at Porter Valley Country Club, 19216 Singing Hills Dr.
tactics, training, and skills from one of the world great- 9207 Oakdale Ave. in Chatsworth from 8:30am - 4:00pm, in Porter Ranch   on Monday, July 21. Registration beest players. The camp atmosphere promises to make for Mondays through Fridays. For more information and how gins at 9:00 am Shotgun starts at 11:00 am Dinner begins
a great opportunity where young volleyball players get to to donate, please contact (888) 937-4448 or call our CD12 at 5:00 pm. All proceeds directly benefit the PALS Youth
play games, enjoy daily inspiration, and experience lots Community Service Center at (818) 882-1212.
program. For sponsorship, golfer, adopt-a-cop golfer,
of fun through the game of volleyball. This camp will be
scholarship or prize donations and dinner information,
Argentine
Tango
Lessons
broken down into 2 skill levels - not age (please register
please contact Hank Miller, our Golf Committee Chair, at
The
Argentine
Tango
Group
is
hosting
Tango
Lessons
accordingly)
golf@devonshire-pals.org or visit www.devonshire-pals.
Summer Surf Camps will be teaching surfing, body- and Open Dance at the Wilkinson Center, 8956 Vanalden org/news-events/.
boarding, body-surfing, lifeguard skills and will be par- Ave. in Northridge and at the Canoga Park Women’s
Don't Miss the Boat!
ticipating in different beach games. Surf Camp is open to Club, 7401 Jordan Ave., every Friday, 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm.
Classes
are
taught
by
professional
dancers
every
week.
For
Our
Redeemer
Lutheran Church at 8520 Winnetka
all ages and we encourage you to invite a friend. Dates:
August 5 - August 8 (Tuesday - Friday). Time: 9:00am to more information, please call the Argentine Tango Group Ave. in Winnetka will hold their Annual Vacation Bible
School during the week of July 28th through August 1st
4:00pm. Place: Hueneme Beach Oxnard (50 min drive). at (310) 266-9300.
from 9:00am to Noon. All children up to and including 6th
Travel: Van Pool from Shepherd of the Hills (ask about
Chatsworth Library
our special rate for parent carpool drivers).
Come join the Chatsworth Library Book Club every grade are invited to come and meet Noah and his friends on
For more information on these or other youth sports Wednesday, 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm in the Library Meeting the Ark where they will learn new songs, Bible lessons, play
programs, visit ShepherdSports@TheShepherd.org.
Room, 21052 Devonshire Street. For more information games, enjoy snacks, make crafts and meet guests. Around
225 children from the local community attend each year and
please call (818) 341-4276.
Local Public Pools Open
everything is FREE! The VBS Closing celebration will be on
CSUN Movie Festival
The summer swimming season is here and Los AngeFriday, August 1st from 11:30am to 12:30am. Check out our
CSUN Associated Students Annual Summer Movie website at http://www.our-redeemer.org/ or call (818) 341les' 48 public pools are open now through August 31. The
City’s Aquatics facilities include regular public swimming Festival offers weekly family-friendly movie screenings 3460 for more information or to register.
pools with a wide variety of amenities, programs, sports outdoors on the Oviatt Lawn in the center of campus. This
and classes for children, adults and people with disabilities free and open to all event will be held every Thursday now
and competitive athletes in training. The City also offers a through Thursday, August 28, 5:30 pm at 18111 Nordhoff Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by
Junior Lifeguard Training Program designed to prepare St in Northridge. On campus parking is $6. For more in- the 20th, for the following month. Send word document to
young people who are interested in pursuing a career as formation, please call (818) 677-2123.
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

SHEPHERD SPORTS

Deadline for Non-Profits

Good News for Bowl Bottoms

California Failing the
Corruption Conviction Race
(Continued from page 6)

Alaskan yellow cedar benches are going in at the Bowl, replacing
old ones that have seated millions.

Subway to Valley?

The 405 and Sepulveda Pass

I

By U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman

n June, LA County Metro and Caltrans announced the opening of the 10-mile, northbound
carpool lane on the 405 Freeway. After five years of construction, this milestone represents
a major achievement in the $1 billion-plus endeavor to improve the 405 through the
Sepulveda Pass. Los Angeles residents are long overdue for traffic improvements, and this
carpool lane will relieve some of the busiest traffic through the Sepulveda Pass that links the
San Fernando Valley to the Westside.
Not surprisingly, the Federal Highway Administration reports that the 405 is our
nation’s busiest highway, carrying about 300,000 cars a day, with that number expected to
grow past 430,000 by 2025.
The new lane connects the last remaining gap in the 405 carpool lane network which
includes over 70 miles from Orange County to the north end of the San Fernando Valley.
According to Metro, carpool lanes save each traveler about one minute per mile of
drive time. For Angelinos traveling over 10 miles a day to work, that could save ten minutes
per day, and 50 minutes per week depending on traffic. Even if you are not in a carpool lane,
the fact that other drivers are using it means there will be fewer cars in your lane.
In addition to building the new carpool lane, improvements were also made to the
supporting infrastructure along the freeway. Workers rebuilt three bridges, reconfigured
ramps and put up more than 20 miles of new sound walls and retaining walls.
In Congress, I began my efforts to secure funding for this project in 1998. While
standing at the top of what is now the Courtyard Marriott Hotel at the 101/405 interchange,
I was joined by the then-U.S. Secretary of Transportation to see firsthand America’s most
congested interchange. At that time, I was able to announce funding I helped secure to study
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than in the less corrupt states.
The bottom line was state level corruption cost $1,308 per year per capita in the
most corrupt states, 5.2 percent of average expenditures with the crooked politicians
spending more on “construction, salaries, correction, and police protection” at the
expense of “education, health and hospitals.”
So is it any wonder that California ranks 4th for highest taxes at 11.4 percent of
income behind New York, New Jersey and Connecticut and is far away No. 1 for what
the U.S. Census defines as the Supplemental Poverty Rate, which takes into account cost
of living, housing costs, taxes and government assistance programs.
By this measure, the average poverty rate in California for 2010-2014 is 23.8 percent
– 50 percent higher than the national average, twice the rate in Alabama, nearly three
times the rate in Mississippi. That means 8.95 million Californians live in poverty – nearly
20 percent of the national total and more than twice as many as any other state.
It’s a free country and you can believe anything you want but after decades of
Sacramento’s failure to solve the problems that matter – water, air, roads, housing, jobs,
schools and on and on – the only word that is appropriate is corruption, not just the venal
kind that occasionally lands guys like Ron Calderon (photo) and Leland Yee in trouble,
but institutionalized corruption that infects the entire political process.
Back in the 1980s, I asked then Attorney General John Van de Kamp how come so
few California politicians ever went to jail.
He laughed and said something like: “They wrote the public corruption laws so
narrowly they’d have to stand up in public and admit they took a bribe in order to
convict them.” Or get caught on tape or video in a federal sting cause the system is so
tightly closed, it’s almost unheard of for local law enforcement to go after elected officials
unless they do something really stupid it can’t be covered up.
God didn’t do this to California. We did it to ourselves. And we the people who get
so few of the benefits that trickle down after the gravy is shared among those who matter
are as complicit as the crooks we elect. We go along for the ride as if everything is going
to be alright. It’s not.
(Ron Kaye is a lifetime journalist, writer and political observer. He is the former
editor of the Daily News and the founder of the Saving LA Project.)
improvements to the busy interchange and the Sepulveda Pass. Since then it has been
a long fight to secure funds for the new lane on the 405.
I am also pleased to have secured federal funds for the Orange Line, which now
carries a daily average of 25,000 riders along a dedicated bus way from Warner Center
in Woodland Hills to the North Hollywood Red Line Station. In 2012, the Orange Line
was extended from the Warner Center area to the Chatsworth Metrolink Station.
However, adding dedicated bus lanes and carpool lanes are only part of the
solution to improve traffic and congestion. Our already strained highway system in
southern California has little room to grow. That is why our next priority should be
to intensify the effort to build a subway through the Sepulveda Pass Corridor, with a
tunnel under the 405. This would link residents in the Valley to LAX, with connections
in West Los Angeles to the Purple Line, now under construction.
No great city in the world is without an extensive subway system. The key axis for
a subway system in Los Angeles is an east-west line from downtown to Santa Monica
(purple line) and a north-south line from the Valley to LAX.
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CityWatch LA

Everyday Corruption
in LA Government and
How to Solve It

Dig this! La Brea fossils
are ready for their close-up.

By Bob Gelfand

C

all it an Ombudsman or an Inspector General, we need one in Los Angeles City
government. The purpose is to do something about the everyday corruption in a
system where management looks the other way, where workers are harassed or
abused, and where other workers cheat the taxpayers.
We’ve also seen late night television stories involving workers taking long lunch
breaks at bars in the middle of working hours, street workers holding shovels but not using
them, and the story of an alleged time card fraud that ran into the tens of thousands of
dollars. In each case, the city’s elected officials got to pretend outrage and disappointment,
even as they left the underlying system unchanged.
The idea of the ombudsman, as developed in Scandinavian countries, is a government
official who is independent of the chain of command. That way, a citizen who has a problem
can go to somebody who is not a slave to the bureaucratic process. The ombudsman is his
own boss, and has the latitude to bring problems to the attention of the elected leadership
and, when appropriate, to fix problems himself.
I’m proposing something a little different here, but with the common element of an
independent inspector who can look into problems that are otherwise swept under the rug.
The office I propose for Los Angeles would involve someone who can take complaints from
low level city employees -- the kind that are ignored or covered up by the intermediate
level supervisors who populate the city’s agencies -- and either fix them or report them
directly to the mayor.
One interesting suggestion was that an employee who has been suffering harassment
or abuse should be able to report it directly to his union and get support at that level.
I agree that having an organization that is on your side is potentially the most useful
approach, but in the case of part time employees -- who are a substantial fraction of city
workers -- there is little or no useful representation. And particularly in the case of a part
time employee who suffers termination at the hands of a venal boss, the unions seem to be
particularly impotent.
There is another point that this question raises. In some cases, including the scandals
that television stations love, the problem involves a workplace environment where goofing
off is the norm, where the supervisors, such as they are, are in on the game, and where
one honest worker feels soiled by the prevalent practice. In this kind of situation, it’s not
so much an abusive workplace as a corrupt workplace, one in which the supervisors and
many of the workers are in on the game.
We’ve seen examples of this on late night television a couple of times in recent years -situations where workers abandon their work, misuse city owned cars, or just do nothing
while on the job. What’s an honest worker to do when the prevalent practice is, in essence,
to cheat the taxpayers? The fact that even the troubled worker may eventually get caught
and fired adds to the stress.
The problem with this kind of ongoing problem is, of course, that we don’t know
whether it is confined to just a few instances that are uncovered by Channel 2. Perhaps
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G

enerations of Angelenos have visited the tar pits, have inhaled their signature
aroma and played on the squishy grass next to the Page fossil museum where,
if you’re not careful, the tar sticks to your shoe where it still bubbles up
through the otherwise pristine lawn.

there are lots of departments where the same kind of problems exist, situations that exist
hidden from public view.
The union argument is correct insofar as it applies to isolated supervisors engaging in
isolated acts of worker abuse, but when it is a worker who is witnessing improper conduct
by other workers in the absence of appropriate supervisorial action, there is currently no
recourse for the witness. There ought to be one.
The idea of creating the ombudsman is so that the harassed worker and the whistle
blower can have some recourse. After the whistle has been blown, it’s up to the city
administration to make things right. The point of having the ombudsman or the inspector
general is to create the pressure that will force lackadaisical administrators to take
action.
The last recommendation I received from my colleagues was that there should be not
just one, but a dozen such inspectors. That way, the vast area of the city would be covered,
and someone with a legitimate grievance would be able to be heard without traveling 30
miles each way. I couldn’t agree more.
(Bob Gelfand writes on culture and politics for City Watch.)
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On purchases with your Ashley Furniture
HomeStore credit card made between
06/24/2014 to 07/07/2014. Equal monthly
payments required for 60 months.

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture
HomeStore credit card made between
06/24/2014 to 07/07/2014. Equal monthly
payments required for 48 months.

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture
HomeStore credit card made between
06/24/2014 to 07/07/2014. Equal monthly
payments required for 36 months.

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture
HomeStore credit card made between
06/24/2014 to 07/07/2014. Interest will be
charged to your account from the purchase date
if the promotional purchase is not paid in full
within 24 months or if you make a late payment.
Minimum Monthly Payments Required and may
pay off purchase before end of promo period.
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For your shopping
convenience our
store will be open
Friday, July 4th
from 10am
to 9pm.
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Demarlos Queen
Upholstered Panel Bed

Limited $
Time 599
Offer!!
Final Price

6 Piece Bedroom

Includes queen upholstered
panel headboard, footboard,
rails, dresser, mirror and
night stand.

329999

$

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA, 18 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12703 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

SANTA CLARITA
In the previous
Wickes Furniture building
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
NORTHRIDGE
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Just East of the
Northridge, CA 91324
Northridge Mall
818-717-1740
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com
Northridge, CA 91324
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
818-717-1740
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91

Facebook.com/AshleyHomestoreDesigns
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
Instagram.com/AshleyHomestoreDesigns
714-363-9900
Pinterest.com/AshleyShowroom

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday
SundayEspañol”
10am - 9pm
“Se- Habla

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, Exit Convention
Center
1810 S Broadway
Los
Angeles,
CA 90015
LOS
ANGELES

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
FOUNTAIN
VALLEY

South of the 10, Exit Convention
Center
1810
S Broadway
BURBANK
LosEast
Angeles,
CA 90015
of the
5

Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
HAWTHORNE
Fountain
Valley, CA 92708
East
of 405,
714-549-3200
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne,
CA 90250
HAWTHORNE
310-349-2083
East
of 405,

NOW OPEN!

NOW OPEN!

Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank,
CA 91502
BURBANK
818-840-5620
East
of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
COLTON
Burbank,
CA 91502
Next818-840-5620
to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
LAGUNACA
HILLS
Hawthorne,
90250
Just
North of
310-349-2083
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna
Hills, CA
92653
LAGUNA
HILLS
949-461-0829
Just
North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long
Beach,
CA 90808
LONG
BEACH
562-766-2050
West of
the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410
Carson Blvd
MONTCLAIR
Long
Beach, CA
90808
Located
South
562-766-2050
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair,
CA 91763
MONTCLAIR
909-625-4420
Located
South

of Montclair Plaza
5055 S.OXNARD
Montclair Plaza Ln
CA 91763Place at
LocatedMontclair,
in the Market
Oxnard909-625-4420
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard,
CA 93036
OXNARD
805-981-0284
Located in
the Market Place at
Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALMDALE

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12703 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
VICTORVILLE

Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale,
CA 93551
PALM DESERT
661-225-9410
Desert
Gateway Plaza

North of Victor Valley Mall
12703 Amargosa Rd
Victorville,
CA 92392
WEST COVINA
760-261-5386
Located
in the

34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
PALM
DESERT

Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West
Covina,
CA 91791
WEST
COVINA
626-938-1480
Located
in the

Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
SANTA
CLARITA
Palm
Desert,
CA 92211
In760-202-3052
the previous
Wickes Furniture building
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa
Clarita,
CA 91350
SANTA
CLARITA
In661-284-7200
the previous
Wickes Furniture building
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

Eastland Shopping Center
2753 YORBA
E Eastland LINDA
Ctr Dr #2050
WestNorth
Covina,of
CAFwy
9179191
Just
626-938-1480
22705
Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
YORBA
LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

‡‡Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 18 or 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo
purchase from the purchase date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Ashley Furniture HomeStores require Sales Tax and Delivery charges to be paid at the time of purchase for finance terms greater
than 24 months, on purchase made with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card.
*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo
period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit
approval. Ashley Furniture HomeStores require Sales Tax and Delivery charges to be paid at the time of purchase for finance terms greater than 24 months, on purchase made with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card.
‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special
pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used
either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply.
Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery
features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. ††Sales tax and delivery charges (if applicable) are required to be paid at the time of purchase if financing term selected is greater than 24 months. Sales tax and delivery charges (if applicable) are NOT required to be paid at the time of
purchase if financing term selected is 24 months or less. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2014 Ashley HomeStores,Ltd. Promotional Start Date: June 24, 2014. Expires: July 07, 2014.
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