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(The following letter to our board member,
Tamar Galatzan, was sent on May 15)

Dear Mrs. Galatzan,

Y

our reputation as an advocate for fiscal responsibility,
working tirelessly to come up with creative solutions to
get more money back into classrooms is widely known. As
concerned parents, active community members, and voters, we
are hopeful that these words are indeed true.
I am sure that you are aware of the current budgetary shortfall
in our upcoming school year and how these cuts will strike Porter
Ranch Community School particularly hard. Without reversing
this bleak budget of $24,900, we could lose our high academic
achievement and lose enrollment to local private schools. Our
school would be devastated from the following cuts:

Parents, PRNC Unite

Porter Ranch Students
“Thrown Under the Bus?”

“

Valley Voice Special Report
Our school started out like a little seedling. When water, sunlight and just the right amount of wind made our
school the amazing school it is today. So many people helped build the school and help our students succeed…”
(The opening statements in the just released 2013-14 Porter Ranch Community School yearbook.)
But like a damaging, vicious tornado, the atmosphere, the air is being sucked out from what were
blossoming, blooming, young flowers, the students.

*               *                  *
N THE BEGINNING: In April of this year, Los Angeles Unified School Superintendent John Deasy made public
the first draft of a $6.8 billion budget for the 2014-15 school year. The district is required to have its adoption of the
Local Control Accountability Plan, and budget approved by June 24.
The proposed budget includes spending plans for an extra $332,000,000 in state funds, of which PRCS would
receive a draconian cut, “crumbs from a large crust,” thanks to intense lobbying from other interested groups.
The school has made its case, but the jury remains out. In its very first year, with an enrollment of 720, they shocked
academia with its surprising score of 924, putting it near the top in the statewide annual proficiency testing, (STAR).
The school was notified back in October 2013, that if it was a pilot school in its first year, its allocation would
have been $246,253, according to the LAUSD Budget Services and Financial Planning Division. Approved as such in
January, and its current enrollment now at 950, increasing to over 1,100 for the coming year, they were notified of a cut
down to $24,000, and only recently raised to $57,000. This begs the question, what entity can survive on 75% LESS?
Should the funds not be restored, the local school would have to cut the following: administrative coordinator, yard
supervision aides, parent center director, Korean dual language program support, school supplies, and materials
Pilot schools, as identified by LAUSD, are a network of public schools that have autonomy over budget, staffing,
governance curriculum and assessment, and the school calendar. These autonomies allow them to operate with greater
flexibility in order to meet the students’ needs.
PRCS chose the Pilot Program because it gave them more autonomy than being an affiliated charter school. Pilot
schools serve their local community whereas charters must offer any seats not occupied by local students to students
outside the attendance boundaries.
Is the school a victim of its own success? Why was it indiscriminately singled out of all its peers, other schools
within a five-mile radius? “Why are our students being disenfranchised?” asks PRCS Parent Call to Action member
Carrie Jones.
       *                    *                     *
 	
LAUSD is the second largest public school district in the U.S., behind New York City. Of nearly 675,000 students,
about 80% are Hispanic, 10% African-American and Asian, and less than 10% White-Americans. Overall, it is
estimated that over 80% of all LAUSD students are from low income families, and about 175,000 are English learners.
Almost every parent interviewed in Porter Ranch appreciates the funds and efforts going to these students, only asking
for a fair share for their new school. “Our students deserve a proper education, which can not be had on pennies a day.
(Continued on page 4)

I

• Coordinator
• Supervision Aides
• Parent Center Director
• Librarian
• Korean Dual Language Program support
• School supplies and materials
• Intervention for students at-risk of not
reaching their potential
Porter Ranch Community School runs a highly successful dual
language program, operates as one of the few K-8 community
schools in LAUSD, and next year will run as a Pilot School
allowing us to mold curriculum to enhance our programs for
our specific community needs. We are a rarity in this day and
age–a place where educators and community members come
together to work in idyllic harmony.
We became a Pilot School with the understanding that we
would receive a per pupil dollar allocation, estimated at
$249,500 based on enrollment in 2012-2013 of 720 students.
We were confident that the number would be greater
considering our enrollment is currently at 950 students.
Such a drastic decrease in the budget creates a deep concern
for us in regards to the safety and wellbeing of our students.
This dollar amount is subpar to what all the other schools
in the District are receiving; there is GROSS DISPARITY.
Next year’s enrollment is projected to be close to 1,100
students and based on this figure, we will be allocated only
one administrator. Our students are being short-changed and
penalized for absolutely no reason.
The promise of Porter Ranch Community School was a joint
venture between the community, the private sector, and your
office to offer a competitive educational program that would
prepare our children for college and their career paths. I am
asking that you make good on that promise and restore our
funding for the 2014-2015 school year to the original $249,500
which was agreed upon when we decided to become a Pilot
School and GRANT us an off norm administrator now.
Thank you for your consideration, the parents of Porter
Ranch Community School eagerly await your plan of action
on this matter.
Sincerely,
Concerned Parents of Porter Ranch Community School
(Letter drafted by Carrie Jones, Michelle Brekke, and Soo Ahn)
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Social Security and You

Social Security Pop Quiz
By Tom Margenau

O

Hollywood and Isla Vista
By Susan Estrich

O

f all the things that have been said in the nonstop chatter since an obviously deranged
young man killed six college students here in Southern California last month, by far
the dumbest comes from Washington, D.C., where The Washington Post’s film critic
actually said that these mass murders were tied to white men in Hollywood promoting “escapist
fantasies” that “revolve around vigilantism and sexual wish-fulfillment.”
Wrote Ann Hornaday, who hopefully knows more about film than about crime, “As Rodger
bemoaned his life of ‘loneliness, rejection and unfulfilled desire’ and arrogantly announced that
he would now prove his own status as ‘the true alpha male,’ he unwittingly expressed the toxic
double helix of insecurity and entitlement that comprises Hollywood’s DNA.”
There’s more: “For generations, mass entertainment has been overwhelmingly controlled
by white men, whose escapist fantasies so often revolve around vigilantism and sexual wishfulfillment (often, if not always, featuring a steady through-line of casual misogyny).”
And more: “How many students watch outsized frat-boy fantasies like ‘Neighbors’ and
feel, as Rodger did, unjustly shut out of college life that should be full of ‘sex and fun and
pleasure’? How many men, raised on a steady diet of Judd Apatow comedies in which the
shlubby arrested adolescent always gets the girl, find that those happy endings constantly elude
them and conclude, ‘It’s not fair’?”
				
*		
*		
*
So Apatow, a happily married man and the father of beautiful daughters, is responsible
for a seriously ill young man’s murdering six students because that young man — unlike Seth
Rogen or a character in an Apatow movie — didn’t get the girl?
This is nuts. Just nuts. How many of us didn’t get the girl or guy we wanted, didn’t get
the job we wanted, had our hearts broken any number of ways? We don’t kill. This is not what
people do after watching escapist movies and getting dumped by real people. If it were, our
college campuses would be wastelands.
Elliot Rodger was a dangerous and sick young man. He should not have been buying guns
and living on his own. His parents knew he was troubled, but clearly they didn’t know just how
seriously ill he was — or they didn’t know what to do about it. He had therapists who didn’t
know just how imminent a danger he posed. He was a college student, but they apparently
didn’t know or do anything. He had parents who thought they were doing enough and weren’t.
I have no doubt that they (not Seth or Judd) will blame themselves forever, Ms. Hornaday.
And now six kids — it could have been any of our kids — are dead.
Could we please focus on the killer and not the movies? Could we please try to figure out
how to keep sick and dangerous kids who have easy access to guns from killing our children?
I’m happy to rant and rave till the cows come home about discrimination against women in
almost every aspect of life — from Hollywood to the op-ed pages of even The Washington Post

June, 2014

K, class. You’ve been reading my column for a number of years now.
It’s time to see how much you’ve learned. So
Question 1: How many years of earnings are used to compute a Social
Security retirement benefit?
Question 2: What is the earliest age at which most people can collect
Social Security retirement benefits?
Question 3: What is the bonus that you get if you delay benefits beyond
age 66?
Question 4: You can take reduced benefits at age 62 on your own record
and later switch to full benefits on a spouse’s Social Security record. True or
False?
Question 5: Husband Hank’s full age-66 benefit is $2,000 per month. But
he delayed benefits until age 70 and is getting $2,640 per month. Wife Wilma
never worked, so she filed for spousal benefits on Hank’s record when she
turned 66. How much is she getting?
Question 6: Referring back to question 5, when Hank dies, how much
will Wilma get?
Question 7: Referring back to questions 5 and 6, if Wilma dies first, what
will Hank get (include any special burial benefits)?
Question 8: Tom is 62 and still working and he and his wife are covered
by his employer’s health insurance plan. His wife is 65 and retired from her
own job that did not offer health insurance. She is about to apply for Social
Security and Medicare. Should she take both Parts A and B of Medicare?
Answer to question 1: 35 years.
Answer to question 2: I bet most of my readers said the answer is 62.
That’s almost right. 62, plus one month.
Answer to question 3: Two-thirds of one percent for each month a benefit
is delayed beyond age 66.
Answer to question 4: False (with one exception).
Answer to question 5: Wife Wilma is getting $1,000 per month. A wife
who delays taking spousal benefits until age 66 is due one half of her husband’s
Social Security benefit. But, she does not share in the delayed retirement bonus
that her husband might be getting. So Wilma only gets one half of Hank’s age66 rate of $2,000 — or $1,000.
Answer to question 6: Wilma will get $2,640 per month in widow’s benefits.
Even though a wife does not share in her husband’s delayed retirement bonus,
the law says a widow can.
Answer to question 7: Hank won’t get a nickel — not even the measly
little $255 death benefit. In question 5, I pointed out that Wilma never worked.
The death benefit is paid only on the account of someone who worked and
paid Social Security taxes.
Answer to question 8: Tom’s wife should sign up for Part A Medicare
(hospital coverage) because it is free. But she doesn’t need to take Part B
(covers doctor visits, lab tests, etc.), which costs $104 per month, because her
husband is working and she is covered by his employer’s insurance.
COPYRIGHT 2014 CREATORS.COM

(which has improved somewhat, in gender terms, since I self-immolated
trying to make it an issue). I’m glad to see women with a voice in the oped pages. I realize that women, as Hornaday clearly proved, can be every
bit as uninformed and offensive as men, but equality doesn’t always mean
excellence.
But as a parent and a professor, I would like to believe that campuses
are safe places. We need to help the parents of deeply disturbed kids get
help for their children, we need to help campuses step up to mental health
issues, and we need to deal with the sale of guns to young people who
should not be allowed to buy them. That’s a big list. Judd Apatow and
Seth Rogen really don’t belong on it.
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cannot be made in full.
DWP and its Ratepayers are the largest single source of cash for the City’s General
Fund. The City Utility Tax and the not so transparent 8% Power Transfer Fee are projected
to contribute $315 million (7.2%) and $257 million (5.9%) to the City’s General Fund, a
total of $573 million (13.1%) of the General Fund’s revenues.

Mason Park
Update
*

*

*

However, there are two troubling issues with Measure J.

L

ast month, I was proud to join the Department

“Definitely. Here at Cleveland? Especially,” he said. “I have friends that drink. The
other day, this kid was [passed out] on the bench [after drinking Four Loko].”
“This year, we have had a few incidents where kids came to school intoxicated.
They did make us aware that they had drunk the Four Loko. However, they have also
been helpful in letting us know that there are a lot of stores out there that are just selling
it to minors, without carding them,” Sarris said.
The Land reflects what is going on across the country, the increasing consumption
of drinks containing both caffeine and alcohol.
The state of Michigan has completely banned the sale and consumption of Four
Loko in its state. Ramapo College in New Jersey, Central Washington University in
Ellensburg, Washington, and the University of Rhode Island have banned Four Loko
and other similar alcoholic beverages containing caffeine. Other colleges are quickly
following suit as they realize
disaster Four
Loko is causing on campuses, including
BytheMichelle
Malkin
students
requiring
hospitalization.
veterans are dead thanks to bureaucratic delays at Veterans Affairs clinics. But you

Jewish World Review
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Measure
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*
*
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implementation in 2012-13. A calendar committee will meet as soon as
Councilmember Twelfth District
Pressed on why he hadn’t reported illegal data falsification to the FBI, Shinseki demurred that it was the
inspector general’s call, not his. possible to determine the school start date for 2011-12.

A

LAUSD Postpones
Early Start Calendar

In other words: The buck stops somewhere else.
Taking care of the nation’s war veterans is an obligation that has existed since the days of the Continental
Congress. But for decades, under both GOP and Democratic administrations, the men and women who served our
country have been literally left to die by government caretakers.
We 40
“haveYears
created the
damnedest country club in America,” one VA watchdog activist I quoted said at the time.
Experience
A THE
CONVENIENCE
OF YOUR
HOUSE
“Whatever toys they want, they get. Nobody is watching what they spend
these
millions of dollars
on, and
obviously,
no one cares.”
ALL LEVELS, ALL AGES
Fifteen years later, it’s the same old, same old. More empty excuses, feckless denials and deadly red tape.
The names change, but the game’s the same: “Support the troops” platitudes and photo-ops at 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue. “Screw the troops”
in the bowels of the VA bureaucracy, where book-cookers were busy collecting bonuses
Office
TRAINED IN EUROPE
instead of saving lives. And everyone at the top refuses to resign.
20969
Ventura
Blvd.,
Suite
203
It’s self-serving government as usual. I’d ask how “hope and change”15+
is working
the affected veterans.
YEARSout
OFforEXPERIENCE
But they’re not around to answer. Their chilling silence speaks volumes.

Harvey Dunn CPA

PIANO LESSONS

(818) 887-5137

Woodland Hills, CA 91364
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(323) 547-6982
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Parents, PRNC Unite

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

Porter Ranch Students
“Thrown Under the Bus?”
(Continued from page 1)

The Valley Voice is published every
last Tuesday of the Month.

Deadline for submission
is the 15th of the month.
June, 2014

The disparity between what PRCS is being allocated versus other schools in the district are receiving is outrageous,”
states Jen Hollestelle, PTA treasurer.
Added Mrs. Jones: “The money is based on student need, and the state is claiming that homeless and low income
students need more support and therefore more money. I don’t argue that point, I am just emphasizing that the
projected enrollment of 1,040 students next year, $24,900 (the original number) equates to $23.94 per student. This
obscenely dismal amount is completely unacceptable and massively unjust.”
Unanimously, Parents Call to Action want the most vulnerable students to receive the resources and services, but
not to penalize the progressing, successful students at other schools.
LAUSD already loses about 60,000 students annually attending public schools, giving up millions of dollars each year.
Is LAUSD doing their math and logic, many would ask, believing unfair allocations and reducing teachers and staff will
result in more students transferring to private schools, of which there is no shortage of highly rated ones in our area.
The public will be able to comment Tuesday, June 3, Shepherd of the Hills, 19700 Rinaldi, at 6:45 p.m. Special
guests include Councilman Mitchell Englander, and representatives from the offices of superintendent Deasy, LAUSD
board member Tamar Galatzan, and assemblyman Scott Wilk.
(Contributing to this article Carrie Jones, Jen Hollestelle, Julie Kazahaya, Theresa Subburathinam, Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council).
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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3 ways to be
a peacemaker
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
- Shepherd of the Hills

I

f you were to look around the world today, you would be hard-pressed to find
a single individual who was not experiencing conflict in some area of his or
her life. Since the beginning of creation, man has been at odds with God and
with each other. As a result, we have strife within families, rifts in friendships,
war between countries, fighting between rival gangs and clans, and the list goes
on and on. Jesus Christ said in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that
in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I
have overcome the world.”
In Isaiah 9:6, Jesus is described as the “Prince of Peace,” and He said in
Matthew 5:9 that those who are peacemakers will not only be blessed, but they
will also be called children of God. So in this world filled with great trouble and
strife, how can we obtain peace and how can we become peacemakers? Here are
three important ways:
1.
Make peace with God. Throughout the Bible (see Romans 15:33, 2
Corinthians 13:11, and Philippians 4:9 for examples), God is called the “God
of peace.” But when Adam and Even disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden,
sin entered the world and put man in enmity with our Creator. Peace was replaced with war, life with murder and death. Despite these sad consequences
of sin, God had a plan. Through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus—who was an
atonement for our sins—the Lord provided a way for us to have peace with
Him once again (Colossians 1:19-20). The Bible says that all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God and that the penalty of sin is death (Romans 3:23
and 6:23). However, God has given us the gift of “eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord” to whoever believes in Him (Romans 6:23 and John 3:16). You can
make peace with God today by accepting the free gift of salvation when you
put your faith and trust in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
2.
Make peace with others. The Bible shares the important steps to reconciliation with one another. First we must forgive others as God has forgiven
us in Christ Jesus (Colossians 3:13). Christ, who was without sin and did no
wrong, was falsely accused, ridiculed, beaten, and crucified. As He hung a
Roman cross, He said, “Father forgive them.” I know that some wounds are
so deep that forgiveness can be very difficult. Preacher and author Thomas
Watson defined “forgiveness” as resisting revenge, not returning evil for evil,

wishing the other person well,
praying for their welfare, seeking reconciliation so far as it
depends on you, and coming
to their aid in distress. (See
Matthew 18:15-35 and Galatians
6:1 for further steps to restoration according to the
Lord.) It may not be easy, but it is far better than allowing the bitterness of unforgiveness to take root in your heart. Forgiveness sets you free,
and when you make peace with others, Jesus said you will be blessed and considered a child of God.
3.
Lead others to make peace with God. Once you have made peace with
God and with others through Christ Jesus, you will share the Gospel with others so that they, too, might find peace. In 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 we are told that
God has given believers “the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” Freely share the grace, joy, and
peace you have been given through your relationship with Jesus.

What an immense blessing it is that the Lord has provided a way for all people
to obtain peace with Him and with others! To learn more about the peace
that is available through Jesus Christ, please join us at Shepherd Church on
Saturdays at 5 pm or 6:30 pm or Sundays at 8:30 am, 10 am, or 11:30 am. Visit
www.theshepherd.org for directions to one of our many campuses.
Edited by Angie Merrill
Dudley Rutherford is the author of God Has an App for That and the senior
pastor of the 10,000-member Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch (Los
Angeles), California. You can connect with Dudley online at www.Godhasanapp.
com or on Twitter @pastordudley.
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LA Alert: Killer Tax California’s Business Exit –
Epidemic Imminent Autos, TV, Film Production
By Jack Humphreville

O

By Paul Hatfield

C

alifornia lost Toyota, Nissan and Honda….and it’s losing TV and film production despite efforts to compete with the incentives
offered by other states and foreign locations.
You could tell things were going downhill for Los Angeles and the state when we failed to entice the sequel for Sharknado to film here.
You could argue that the plot needed a change of scene, but there is no shortage of targets in Southern California upon which to drop sharks.  
California Assemblyman Mike Gatto wants to up the ante with a bill, AB 1839, that would enhance the state’s incentives.
However, the California Legislative Analyst described using credits to attract production as a “race to the bottom.”
I tend to agree.
In an article for the University of Pennsylvania Journal of Employment Labor Law (Fall of 2003) by Gail Frommer, the author
refers to film productions as “floating factories.”   
The jobs many film companies create are fleeting. We may as well be trying to attract bands of gypsies. Productions can easily pick
up stakes and move to Georgia, Louisiana and Canada, not to mention New York.
It’s not just about labor cost differentials. Work rules in other parts of the nation and the world could be more liberal and save on
overtime. And since many film projects are launched under newly formed companies, there are no existing collective bargaining
agreements to worry about.
This is not to say we should not offer credits. We just need to be more selective. We want TV shows with excellent long-term
prospects. Wouldn’t it be nice if California could snare the mega-hit AMC series The Walking Dead? Breaking Bad would have been
sweet. Hit programs generate lasting jobs.
Mayor Garcetti wants Letterman’s Late Night show to move to LA after the host retires. That would be good. Even if Stephen
Colbert cannot beat Fallon or Kimmel in the ratings, it is likely the show will hang around for a few years.
But what about real factories?
Why didn’t the state or city try to reel in Toyota’s light truck facility by making a Texas-size offer?
Instead, San Antonio was selected. Had Southern California been picked, perhaps Toyota would have kept its headquarters in
Torrance instead of moving it to Plano. What makes it particularly painful is that California was not even targeted by the automaker
giant as the home for the plant.
Manufacturing facilities have the greatest potential for providing long-lasting jobs. It is difficult for an employer to pull up stakes
when so much has been invested in real estate and equipment.
Texas Governor Rick Perry will get a lot of mileage with the $40 million he paid to Toyota.

ur City Council intends to place a half centincrease
in our sales tax on the November ballot to finance
the $4.5 billion repair of our lunar cratered streets
and broken sidewalks. This will raise our sales tax to 9
½ %, one of the highest rates in the country, once again
sending a message to the rest of the country that LA is
closed for business.
This new tax will raise an average of $300 million
a year for the next 15 years.  
The City estimates that the Street Tax will cost
$31.50 for each City resident, or less than a thin dime a
day. However, this assumes that we are only picking up
42% of the bill while our local businesses and tourists
absorb the other 58% of the burden.  
But is this a valid assumption? No, since we all
know that there is no such thing as a free lunch.
Put another way, $300 million a year equates to a
7.5% increase in our property tax.
But this is not the only hit to our wallets.
MOVE LA, a politically powerful transportation
advocate, is pushing the County to raise its sales tax by
a half cent so that it can fund additional transportation
related projects. This would increase our sales tax to a
job killing 10%, the highest in the nation.
Our sewer fees are scheduled to rise by $200
Maybe our elected officials are too blinded by the glitter of Hollywood and do not appreciate or understand the
million over the next five years.
economic
benefits of manufacturing everyday products.
Our beleaguered Department of Water and Power
(Paul Hatfield is a CPA and former NC Valley Village board member and treasurer.)
will need another $1 billion over the next five years to
finance the maintenance and repair of its infrastructure,
pay for numerous unfunded environmental mandates,
and fund its pension plan.    
We will also be tagged with an additional $160
million in DWP taxes through the City Utility Tax and
the not so transparent 8% Transfer Tax.  
In total, new taxes and fees will reach almost $2
billion, the equivalent of a mindboggling 50% increase
in our property taxes.
But wait, there’s
more.
The County’s Flood
Control
District
wants us to finance its
Stormwater
Master
Plan that is expected
to cost $40 billion over
the next twenty years.
Our 40% share of the
$2 billion a year is $800
million, equivalent to
a 20% increase in our
property taxes.
Overall, hardworking Angelenos will have to pick
up a $2.8 billion tab, the equivalent of a 70% increase
in our property taxes.  
But this does not include any new money for
LAUSD.  
Nor does it include the cost of water and solar
mandates that may be dumped on the DWP’s
Ratepayers.
Nor does it include $800 million over the next
twenty years that is needed to maintain our existing
streets.
Nor does it include any funds for Mayor Garcetti’s
Green Streets, Complete Streets, Cool Streets, and
presented by providence holy cross medical center
other similar transportation related programs.  
Nor does it include any Pension Tax to finance the
massive unfunded pension and other retirement
Learn more about the most common acute sports injuries such as ruptured tendons, broken bones
liabilities of the City and the County that are fast
approaching $10,000 for each City resident.   
and torn ligaments. Also hear about chronic conditions including tennis elbow or pain and stiffness
The Street Tax will require the approval of two
thirds of the voters, an unlikely event given that the
in joints from repetitive use. Because athletic injuries can adversely impact a patient’s health, our
voters do not trust City Hall. It was only 14 months
ago that 55% of the voters rejected Proposition A, the
orthopedic specialists provide multiple treatment options to help get you back in the game.
permanent half centincrease in our sales tax.
Before proceeding, the City needs to realize that
Angelenos are not an ATM. Rather, the City needs
to respect the wallets of hard working Angelenos
who, despite the benefits of Proposition 13, live in the
highest taxed state in country.
The City Council may have control of the City’s
budget. But with $2.8 billion in new taxes and fees,
the equivalent of a 70% increase in our property
taxes, the City Council needs to understand that we
Monday, June 30 | 6-7:30 p.m.
have the vote.
Providence Holy Cross Medical Center
It is time for City Hall to clean up its act.

Sports Medicine:
Common Injuries &
Treatment Options

JOIN US | FREE COMMUNITY LECTURE

Join Us

RSVP: 1-888-HEALING (432-5464)

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for
CityWatch. He is the President of the DWP Advocacy
Committee, The Ratepayer Advocate for the Greater
Wilshire Neighborhood Council, and a Neighborhood
Council Budget Advocate.)

June, 2014

Location: 15031 Rinaldi St., Mission Hills
(North Building Conference Rooms)
Speaker: Charles Young, MD

Parking will be validated & light refreshments will be served
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What’s Up 405?
A

A ghost bike in Northridge is illuminated in memory of a fallen cyclist. Photo/Ghost Bikes L.A.

Ghostly Roadside Remembrances
T

he roadside works of art are ethereal, almost glowing, alive with flowers or flickering candles. “Ghost bikes,” as
they’re called, gently command attention even on the fast-moving streets of Los Angeles.
But the white bikes’ presence goes beyond artistic provocation. They also speak to a life-and-death reality—
the fact that even as bicycling in L.A. grows in popularity, too many bicyclists are being hurt or killed on our streets.
Danny Gamboa keeps a running spreadsheet of every Southern California cycling fatality. So far in 2014, 37
names have joined his list, leading to installation of white “ghost bikes” from Alameda Street to Sunset Boulevard,
from Huntington Beach to Twentynine Palms.
“You strip a bike, you paint it, you go to the place where this tragedy happened and you’re basically trying to
make the world a better place,” says Gamboa, a 40-year-old Long Beach filmmaker and artist who chronicled the
Ghost Bike phenomenon in a documentary motion picture he made last year with his partner, Kat Jarvis. He is part
of the story himself, working with a loose coalition of about a dozen volunteers who mobilize after cycling fatalities to
paint and install bikes in honor of fallen friends, family members or even strangers.
“You’re trying to help the community heal and come together,” he says. “They write on the bike, ‘I don’t know
you but I’m sorry for your loss.’ People bring flowers and candles and pictures. It’s a really touching tribute, and stuff
like that is what keeps us going.”
This year, as Bike Week dawns in Los Angeles, Gamboa and his group are being recognized for what they do.
Gamboa’s fellow volunteers come from all over: the San Fernando Valley and other parts of L.A., Ventura
and Orange counties, the Inland Empire. “We like to do it as a group. It’s something we do for safety reasons and
also because it’s such a somber thing that we make it a point to afterwards go out to have a bite to eat and have a
discussion… on what happened, things that can be done so that it doesn’t happen again.”

fter five years of construction and epic freeway
closures that drew international attention, the 405
Project opened the 10-mile northbound carpool
lane that’s at the heart of the $1 billion-plus endeavor.
The lane opening doesn’t spell the end of the
project altogether; numerous smaller tasks, such as
landscaping, remain. But it marks a major moment of
relief for construction-weary residents and motorists
who have endured years of disruptions through the
Sepulveda Pass.
“People in this part of town have put up with
a lot, and it’s finally time for the public to begin
experiencing one of the major benefits of this project,”
said Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, who represents the
area and popularized a name, Carmageddon, for the
weekend-long closure heard ‘round the world—twice.
The 405 Freeway through the Sepulveda Pass,
linking the San Fernando Valley and the Westside, is one
of the nation’s busiest traffic hotspots, and the carpool
lane is the central element in the project to improve it.
The new northbound lane will close a gap in the
405’s high-occupancy vehicle network and create the
nation’s longest continuous carpool lane. For the first
time, it will be possible for a carpooler to drive seamlessly
from the Orange County border to the 101 Freeway. A
2.4-mile stretch of the new lane on the 405 was opened
with little fanfare late last month, and is serving as a
general purpose lane available to all motorists until the
full carpool lane is inaugurated.
The carpool lane is not the only benefit to come
out of the massive project, a joint undertaking
byMetro and Caltrans.
Workers also have rebuilt three major bridges
across the freeway and constructed safer, wider new
flyover ramps at Wilshire Boulevard, along with
soundwalls and other improvements.
Taken as a whole, the project is expected to improve
capacity and safety, and to help relieve worsening
congestion on the perennially challenging freeway in the
years ahead—although no one’s claiming it will actually
reduce the onslaught of traffic.
“Because of the project’s location and the
constraints associated with development in the area,
the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project will
not have a large influence on future traffic,” according
to a project fact sheet. However, improvements to
the roadway are expected to help mitigate congestion
as 405 traffic through the Sepulveda Pass increases
from an estimated 300,000 vehicles a day now to
430,000 in 2030.

CityWatch

Politicians Have to Beg for Campaign Dollars from
Wealthy Interests … There’s a Better Way
By Bob Gelfand

I

t’s a fact that politicians have to beg for campaign dollars from wealthy interests.
Probably the best example of a partial, inadequate approach to this most serious of
problems is the decades-long fight to demand that campaign contributions be revealed
to the public, typically in more and more magical ways.
Proponents of this approach ask for instantaneous reporting of donations that
goes online within a few days or even hours.
We have lots of real world experience to show that decades of campaign finance
reports haven’t solved anything. The best financed candidates still win most of the
time, pretty much without regard to who is paying their bills. There are several
explanations. First is that winning candidates are all a part of the system as it exists.
That means that they are effective fundraisers. Local political clubs hardly even
bother to consider the candidates who are not big-time fundraisers, because they
realize how futile this is. Second, the mass media don’t publicize who is getting
what. Again, that’s partially a realization that everybody is part of the system as
a whole, but the newspapers could at least point out some of the very worst of the
worst, and they don’t even seem to care enough to do that.
Finally, it would appear that big money swamps out the little bit of
campaign finance reporting that manages to get through, perhaps because the
candidates with the most money fill your mailbox with glossy postcards. During
intense campaigns, I have received as many as 3 postcards for the same candidate
in one day. Meanwhile, the underfunded straight shooter is lucky to be able to do 2
mailings over the course of a whole campaign.
So what is the counter to this limited and obviously inadequate approach to
entrenched and legalized corruption?
It turns out that there is an approach that works, and it has proved itself, with
a few warts, in other places.
It’s called full public financing. It has been proposed in California and has
failed to be enacted, sometimes by enormous margins when it hits the ballot. For a
system that would serve the voters well, it has not sold itself very well.
So how do you make such a system work, explained in as few words as
possible?
In any such system, you obviously want to filter out the total flakes so you don’t
give public money to every crackpot who is able to file a candidate statement. The
way that this is done is by requiring that in order to qualify for public financing,
June, 2014

candidates have to obtain some minimum number of signatures and some number of
small donations. For example, we might require that City Council candidates get 500
signatures and 500 separate donations of $5 or more from district residents. By the way,
getting those signatures is actually harder than it sounds, as anybody who has ever run
for office can attest. Getting total strangers to contribute a $5 check is even harder. The
filter does work.
There is one wart that has emerged, which involves attempts to equalize the
playing field when some election race includes a candidate who chooses to ignore public
financing and raise lots and lots of money the old fashioned way. I’ve always felt that
attempts to add on money to publicly financed campaigns to “level the playing field” is
not the way to go. It’s now illegal anyway. Here is the story.
We’ll start with the recent US Supreme Court decision that knocked out a part
of the Arizona and Maine public financing systems. I would like to suggest that the
Supreme Court decision didn’t do as much harm to the overall concept as some people
would like to think. In fact, it would make life easier for getting a system passed in Los
Angeles. First, the argument: Suppose that you or I decide to run for the City Council.
We get our required signatures and small donations and qualify for public financing.
Then, just as we think we are making some progress, a new candidate files for the
same seat and does not agree to public financing because he has pretty good prospects
of raising millions of dollars in the usual way, and therefore has the chance to snuff
your campaign. You are looking at your publicly financed $175,000 which will have to
compete with your opponent’s two million.
In 2011, the Supreme Court said that although public financing is itself OK, the
provision for competing with private funding is not.
One major improvement we could add to a system of public financing would be
to allow candidates the chance to add the words “a publicly financed candidate” alongside
their names on the ballot. This would give the voters a chance to sort out the clean candidates from the bought candidates. If the voters are given this kind of information and still go
with the guy who sent them 40 glossy postcards full of attacks, then that’s what democracy
decrees. The evidence from other states is that the voters themselves have joined the reform
movement by electing a strong majority of clean candidates. And by the way, the publicly
funded elected legislators have a chance to undercut the bought candidates when it comes to
legislation, and therefore teach the voters a lesson about the limits of falling for big money
campaigns.
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An Update on the
2014-2015
City Budget
By Mitchell Englander
Councilmember Twelfth District
Vice-Chair Budget and Finance Committee

L

ast month, the City Council approved the Fiscal
Year 2014-15 Budget. As Vice Chair of the
Council’s Budget and Finance committee, I see
the City’s budget process not only as a way to fund
critical city services, but also as a way to deliver on
the priorities that are so essential to Council District
12 communities.
While we will see some modest growth in revenues
in the coming year, it is critical to hold the line on
expenditures so that we can begin to rebuild our
service delivery functions, while maintaining fiscally
conservative and sound spending. I have long advocated
for using performance metrics as a tool to achieve the
greatest efficiencies in our city services, so that each
tax dollar goes further and provides more benefit for
our residents. I was very pleased to see that Mayor
Garcetti referenced my motion on Performance Based
Budgeting in his first Executive Directive – declaring
that his first budget would utilize performance metrics
to measure success toward his priority outcomes.
While this was not a perfect budget, it did set
some initial metrics for the city departments, which
will be honed in the coming months by the chairs of
the various policy committees. I anticipate that next
year’s will be an even more robust process and that
we will be able to make more informed decisions when
allocating the city’s financial resources to align with
our priorities.
I also wanted to take the opportunity to identify
the key budgetary successes for our council district:
- Secured full funding for the Chatsworth
Park South lead and PAH remediation to
reopen the park by Summer of 2015
- Restored $1 million in graffiti abatement
funding cut out of the Mayor’s Budget
- Provided $20 million for sidewalk repairs,
citywide
- Allocated $4 million for tree trimming,
citywide
- Funded 2,400 lane miles of street paving,
citywide
- Secured $150,000 to keep our Police
Activity League (PALS) Center open –
serving our at-risk youth with afterschool
programming
- Added vital resources to the Fire
Department to hire additional firefighters,
add back additional ambulance resources
and provide critical safety equipment for
our firefighters
- Brought a Neighborhood Prosecutor to
LAPD’s Devonshire Division to help fight
nuisance crimes that detract from our
quality of life
- Library hours will be extended in all
branch libraries, consistent with the final
year of Measure L implementation
- The Northridge Pool summer swim
season will be extended
- Restored median maintenance funding
– so critical for preserving the look of our
neighborhoods
- Increased funding for Senior Meals
- Acquired City Attorneys for our Area
Planning Commission meetings to reduce
risks associated with development decisions
- Fully funded the FireStat LA unit in
LAPD – a critical data monitoring tool to
help the department make critical life-safety
deployment decisions
- Funded supplemental maintenance to
keep our park bathrooms cleaned and to
remove trash on the weekends
- Embarked on the first of a three-year
plan to reduce the impact of the City’s gross
receipts business tax – making the City more
business friendly

Hit-and-Run Offenses
Requiring Harsher Penalties
- Mitchell Englander, Council District 12

L

ast month, the City Council unanimously approved a motion submitted by Council President Herb Wesson and
myself supporting California State Assembly Bill 2573 by Assemblymember Steve Bradford which would prohibit
the civil compromise of a misdemeanor when a driver fails to stop their vehicle at or near the scene of a collision.
Under existing law the civil compromise of a misdemeanor offense is allowed if the person injured by the commission of the misdemeanor appears before the court and acknowledges that they have received satisfaction for the
injury. Civil compromise is prohibited in certain types of crimes, including domestic violence, elder abuse and child
abuse, but is allowed for hit and run collisions. California law requires a driver of a vehicle involved in a collision resulting in the injury or death of another individual to stop.
The City of Los Angeles has a significant problem with hit and run drivers fleeing the scene of traffic collisions.
If later caught, hit and run offenders often use the misdemeanor civil compromise to avoid fines and penalties for their
actions. Because misdemeanor hit and run offenders are not penalized when they use the civil compromise, but would
be if they were tried in court, civil compromise can incentivize its abuse.
AB 2673 (Bradford) would prohibit the use of misdemeanor civil compromise in cases where a vehicle fled a
collision and would ensure that fines and penalties for hit and run collisions are unavoidable and discourage individuals
from fleeing the scene of a collision.

"
F

irst they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out because
I was not a socialist. Then they came for the trade unionists, and
I did not speak out because I was not a trade unionist. Then they
came for the Jews, and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew. Then
they came for me, and there was no one left to speak for me.
- Pastor Martin Niemoller

These are huge gains in a year of moderate
growth, and I am very pleased with the process this
year. My thanks go out to the Mayor and his Budget
Team, Budget and Finance Committee Chair Paul
Krekorian, my colleagues on the committee, and
everyone that communicated their priorities with me
and my staff over the course of the Budget hearings.
June, 2014
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UCLA Chancellor Block
and UC President
Napolitano
Condemn Harassment

S

tudents for Justice in Palestine (SJP) at UCLA recently launched a
campaign calling for the investigation of student council members
who have taken trips to Israel sponsored by Jewish organizations.
SJP also demanded that candidates for student government positions sign
a statement pledging that they will not go on any trip to Israel sponsored
by three Jewish organizations. According to campus sources, the SJP
campaign is a reaction to its failed attempt to get the student government
to endorse an anti-Israel divestment resolution last February.
Shocked at UCLA’s statement that the university did not plan
to intervene, AMCHA Initiative coordinated a letter signed by seven
organizations to the UC Regents, UCLA Chancellor Gene Block and UC
President Janet Napolitano and spoke at the Board of Regents meeting,
demanding the university officials stop SJP from targeting and harassing
Jewish students at UCLA. AMCHA members and supporters also emailed
and called UCLA administrators to demand action.
Chancellor Block responded to the emails and phone calls by stating:
“Just because speech is constitutionally protected doesn’t mean
that it is wise, fair or productive. I am troubled that the pledge sought
to delegitimize educational trips offered by some organizations but not
others. I am troubled that the pledge can reasonably be seen as trying to
eliminate selected viewpoints from the discussion… Political speech that
stigmatizes or casts aspersions on individuals or particular groups does not
promote healthy debate but debases it by trying to intimidate individuals
and groups…I am personally concerned any time people feel disrespected,
intimidated or unfairly singled out because of their beliefs.”
Chancellor Block called on the VP of Student Affairs to intervene and
increase respectful dialogue on campus.
President Napolitano issued her own strong statement of concern
about this matter:
“I share Chancellor Block’s concerns about students at UCLA who
target any student seeking to participate in student government who has a
relationship with, or wants to travel to, Israel on trips sponsored by certain
groups. At the University of California, freedom of speech is a highly valued
principle. Yet, other principles are also highly valued, including the principles
of civility, respect, and inclusion, and should also govern our campuses. The
actions of these students at UCLA violate these principles.”
The seven organizations that signed the letter to Chancellor Block,
President Napolitano and the UC Regents were AMCHA Initiative, the
Institute for Black Solidarity With Israel, the Lawfare Project, Scholars
for Peace in the Middle East, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, StandWithUs
and the Zionist Organization of America.

The Hamas Fatah Pact

D

ear Editor:

When the Palestinians aren’t missing opportunities for creating
their own state, they’re busy shooting themselves in the foot. Again.
In April, the FLAME Hotline pointed out the treachery of the
Palestinian Authority’s unilaterally signing of 15 U.N. and other
international agreements. Acting Palestinian President Mahomoud
Abbas made this move in defiance of commitments he had made to
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry when he entered peace negotiations
with Israel nine months ago.
That move, of course, effectively killed those negotiations, to
Kerry’s embarrassment.
Now, Abbas ruined Kerry’s day again with his announcement
that his Fatah faction would be merging with the terrorist group
Hamas to form a unity government. This caused the Israelis to
formally and finally abandon the peace talks (which the Palestinians
in any case hadn’t actively participated in since November).
Any bargain between Fatah and Hamas---should it actually stick--can only spell disaster for the Palestinian people, for Israel and for
the United States and the rest of the world.
First, U.S. law specifically prohibits the U.S. government, which
currently supplies the Palestinians with $440 million a year in direct
subsidies, from supporting any Palestinian government of which
Hamas is a part.
That means the Obama administration and Congress are required
to cut off the Palestinian Authority. That means the Palestinian
Authority, which is already effectively bankrupt, will sink further
into economic and social chaos.
Second, Hamas’ charter officially calls for the destruction of Israel
and the killing of Jews, which commitment Hamas officials cheerfully
reiterated following announcement of the pact with Fatah.
Third, given the chasm of political and social differences between
the militant, strict Islamic Hamas and the more moderate, secular
Fatah, this unholy union is likely to create a seething cauldron of
unrest among the Palestinian people. It can only result in internecine
violence between the Palestinian factions and an explosive eruption of
attacks against Israel and Israeli civilians.
Jim Sinkinson
Vice President, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)
June, 2014
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UCLA Rules Against
Anti-Israel Group
Judicial board votes 4-0 against motion that student officers who likely voted
against BDS had ‘conflict of interests’ by visiting Israel.
By Ari Yashar
he undergraduate judicial board of UCLA ruled last month against a complaint by
the university’s chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), which was made against
two student government officers who apparently opposed a Boycott Israel vote.
The 4-0 vote, with two judges abstaining, decided that the officers, Sunny Singh and Lauren
Rogers, did not commit a “conflict of interest” by taking sponsored trips to Israel.
The two had been accused by SJP in April, after a resolution by the anti-Israel group to divest
from companies doing business in Judea and Samaria failed 7-5. While it was a secret ballot, the two
officers were presumed to have voted against it.
Singh and Rogers had previously taken free trips to Israel with the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) and the American Jewish Committee (AJC) respectively. SJP apparently claimed the trips
had somehow corrupted the officers’ ability to decide for or against divestment on the Jewish state.
The decision followed a grueling four-and-a-half hour debate, during which the two officers
underwent cross-examination by SJP’s student counsel Dana Saifan.

T

				
*		
*		
*
One point of contention was a liability clause ADL had Singh sign before the trip. When asked
why his entire trip application wasn’t submitted as evidence in the judicial board case, Singh replied
that it was on an oldlaptop computer he no longer possessed.
The counsel of the two officers called as witnesses ADL regional director Amanda Susskind, as
well as Robert Peckar, ex-national board chair of the AJC-sponsored trip Rogers had participated
in. The two witnesses argued they had no intention to bring the two to Israel so as to receive benefits
from them, and that they never requested they vote against anti-Israel resolutions.
At the student government meeting which voted against the SJP BDS attempt, alumnus Ben
Shapiro, Editor-in-Chief of TruthRevolt.org and host of a radio show, spoke up eloquently against the
resolution.
“To pretend this is about occupation, to pretend this is about peace, to pretend that this anything
other than vile, spiteful Jew hatred is a lie!” Shapiro said at the meeting, which attracted more than
500 people, with the public comment section lasting nearly nine hours.

Iran Supreme Leader
Vows to Destroy America,
Says Promoting Negotiation
is Treason

I

n a speech to parliament, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei vowed to destroy the
U.S., which he held responsible for distorting the world’s values and starting indiscriminate wars.
According to semi-official news agency Fars, Khamenei said,“Battle and jihad are endless
because evil and its front continue to exist. … This battle will only end when the society can get rid
of the oppressors’ front with America at the head of it, which has expanded its claws on human mind,
body and thought. … This requires a difficult and lengthy struggle and need for great strides.”
He said, “Today’s world is full of thieves and plunderers of human honor, dignity and morality
who are equipped with knowledge, wealth and power, and under the pretense of humanity easily
commit crimes and betray human ideals and start wars in different parts of the world.”
On the question of Iran’s negotiations with world powers aimed at checking the development
of its nuclear program, the Ayatollah said, “Those [Iranians] who want to promote negotiation and
surrender to the oppressors and blame the Islamic Republic as a warmonger in reality commit
treason.”
“The reason for continuation of this battle is not the warmongering of the Islamic Republic.
Logic and reason command that for Iran, in order to pass through a region full of pirates, needs
to arm itself and must have the capability to defend itself,” he said. “The accelerated scientific
advancement of the last 12 years cannot stop under any circumstances.
The Ayatollah’s address to parliament was flagged by “Reza Kahlili,” the pseudonym of
a former CIA operative in Iran’s Revolutionary Guards who now serves on the U.S. Task Force
on National and Homeland Security and the advisory board of the Foundation for Democracy in
Iran,writing in The Daily Caller.
The Ayatollah’s speech came after the fourth round of talks in Geneva ended without an
agreement, and with Iran presenting its red lines, “including the expansion of research and
development for its nuclear program, the need of the country to continue enrichment, and the fact
that the country’s ballistic missile program — despite U.N. sanctions — is not up for negotiation,”
Kahlili wrote. - The Algemeiner
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LOCAL
Events
SHEPHERD SPORTS

Shepherd Sports is offering the 4th Annual Jrue
Holiday Youth Basketball Camp on July 14-18 at Shepherd of the Hills Gym. This week long camp offers kids a
chance to learn the different tactics, training, and skills
from one of the world best basketball players. Jrue is
currently playing professionally in the NBA with the
New Orleans Pelicans. Jrue has achieved many superlatives in his young career including a 2013 NBA All-Star
selection. Boys and Girls Ages 5-16 (all are welcome).
Times: Ages 5-8 9am-noon; Ages 9-16 Noon-3pm.
The 4th Annual Annett Davis Youth Volleyball
Camp will be on July 21-25 (Monday-Friday). Annett is
currently on the APV woman’s tour ranked 3rd in the
world. This weeklong camp offers kids a chance to learn
the different tactics, training, and skills from one of the
world greatest players. The camp atmosphere promises
to make for a great opportunity where young volleyball
players get to play games, enjoy daily inspiration, and
experience lots of fun through the game of volleyball.
This camp will be broken down into 2 skill levels - not
age (please register accordingly)
Summer Surf Camps will be teaching surfing,
body-boarding, body-surfing, lifeguard skills and will
be participating in different beach games. Surf Camp is
open to all ages and we encourage you to invite a friend.
Dates: August 5 - August 8 (Tuesday - Friday).Time:
9:00am to 4:00pm. Place: Hueneme Beach Oxnard (50
min drive). Travel: Van Pool from Shepherd of the Hills
(ask about our special rate for parent carpool drivers).
For more information on these or other youth
sports programs, visit ShepherdSports@TheShepherd.
org.

Rescue the Mission

The San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission still
needs your help! Cash donations are the most vital right
now and may be made by visiting www.SanFernandoValleyRescueMission.org. You can also make a donation of
vital goods. Items needed include: children's clothing,
adult clothing, new socks and underwear, gift cards to
department stores and grocery stores, new children's
shoes, shampoo and conditioner, soap, toothpaste and
toothbrushes, feminine products, blankets, small household items and personal hygiene items. You can drop off
donations at the CD 12 Community Service Center located at 9207 Oakdale Ave. in Chatsworth from 8:30am
- 4:00pm, Mondays through Fridays. For more information and how to donate, please contact (888) 937-4448
or call our CD12 Community Service Center at (818)
882-1212.

Chatsworth Art Show

The Chatsworth Fine Arts Council will be hosting
an outdoor Art Show at the Chatsworth Depot, 10040 Old
Depot Plaza Road, on Sunday, June 8, 10:00 am - 5:00
pm. Inside the Depot there will be a special themed art
exhibit competition, “Memories & Dreams.” The 2014
Show also features - Special Valley History Exhibit: The
story of Oakridge Estate. The event is free admission.
For more information: 818 772-1639 orwww.chatsworthfineartscouncil.com.

Valley Philharmonic Orchestra

Come and enjoy your Valley's young musicians in
a winter concert for the whole family, led by distinguished
Conductor, Dr. Henry Shin on Sunday, June 8th, 7:30
PM at In Christ Community Church (former World Vision Church), 19514 Rinaldi St. in Northridge. Program
includes Bernstein, Shostakovich, Marquez & Piazzolla.
Argentine Tango Lessons
For advance discount tickets contact Jackie at 213-458The Argentine Tango Group is hosting Tango 4618 or jackiek818@juno.com. http://valleyphil.org.
Lessons and Open Dance at the Wilkinson Center, 8956
Ride the COLT
Vanalden Ave. in Northridge and at the Canoga Park
Bring
your
bike and tour Chatsworth, Canoga
Women’s Club, 7401 Jordan Ave. in Canoga Park every
Friday, 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm. The classes will be taught Park, Reseda, Winnetka, Northridge, and Porter Ranch
by professional dancers every week. For more informa- on Sunday, June 8, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, Chatsworth Train
tion, please call the Argentine Tango Group at (310) 266- Depot Parking Lot A (Southern end of parking lot at Lassen St.), 10040 Old Depot Rd. in Chatsworth. “Ride the
9300.
COLT” (Chatsworth Orange Line Tour): Community
CSUN Movie Festival
Bike Rally is an easy family friendly bike ride of 2 to 19
CSUN Associated Students Annual Summer Movie miles to explore the Orange Line and surrounding neighFestival offers weekly family-friendly movie screenings borhoods. “Ride the COLT” also offers free snacks, route
outdoors on the Oviatt Lawn in the center of campus. sheet, parking, and raffle ticket. For more information,
This free and open to all event will be held every Thurs- visit www.ridethecolt.com.
day, June 5 – Thursday, August 28, 5:30 pm at 18111
Car Seat Education Class
Nordhoff St in Northridge. On campus parking is $6,
Councilmember
Mitchell Englander and the Los
and for more information please call (818)677-2123.
Angeles Police Department Valley Traffic Division invite
DWP Customer Service Day
you to attend a free Car Seat Education Class on MonConcerned about your Department of Water day, June 9, 9:00 am - 11:00 am at the Devonshire Poand Power (DWP) bill? Please join an exclusive DWP lice Activity League (PALS) Center, 18721 Wilbur Ave. in
Customer Service Day for CD12 constituents, where Northridge. Nationally Certified LAPD Officers will teach
you will have the opportunity to meet with a team of you how to select and install the right car seat to ensure
specialists including: 2 service center members to assist the safety of your child. The first 75 participants that comthe customers directly, 2 billers to analyze the bills, a plete the 2 hour course will receive a free car seat (one per
supervisor who can also assist with the analysis, and a family). For more information, please call Councilmemmanager. Sessions will one-on-one and from 20-30 min- ber Englander's Community Service Center at (818) 882utes in length, Friday, June 6 from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm at 1212.
CD 12 Community Service Center, 9207 Oakdale Ave. in
California Retired Teachers Association
Chatsworth. To secure an appointment, please contact
Are you a retired educator living in the San FerField Deputy Ron Rubine at ron.rubine@lacity.org or
nando Valley? Treat yourself and join the members of the
(818) 882-1212 as soon as possible.
California Retired Teachers Association (CalRTA) DiviValley Interfaith Fundraiser
sion 19 on Friday, June 13, at the Northridge Women’s
The Valley Interfaith Council is hosting a nutri- Club, 18401 Lassen Street. Enrich your retirement expetion fundraiser on Friday, June 6, 1:00 pm at Wilkinson rience, have coffee and cookies, meet new friends, browse
Senior Center, 8956 Vanalden Ave in Northridge. They our boutiques and book sales tables. Our featured guest
will be viewing the Hunger Games: Catching Fire and will be actress and singer Nancy Osborne. If you choose,
will be serving a pizza lunch and a raffle. Tickets must you may elect to call Diane Kleinfeld at 818-360-5014 for a
be purchased before June 3rd and for more information reservation for a delicious, catered lunch for $15.00.
please call (818)885-5144.
June, 2014

Chinese Summer Program

Tzu Chi Foundation, a non-profit foundation,
is hosting a Chinese summer program from 6/14 to 7/20
with 3 available sessions on Saturdays and Sundays. Program lasts for 6 weeks and is located at 8963 Reseda Blvd
in Northridge. Experienced instructors will be covering
introduction to Chinese culture, history, and arts through
fun and games for all ages. Learn to read and write in
traditional Chinese via small classes size setting. For
registration and questions, please call 818-726-2765 or emailjean_hsu@us.tzuchi.org asap for rsvp.

Texas Hold’em Tournament

Have fun playing patriotic poker on Flag Day,
Saturday, June 14, 5:00 pm – 10:00 pm at Church of St.
Andrews and St. Charles, 16651 Rinaldi St. in Granada
Hills while supporting the community and America’s
military. Visit kpoker.org to register. The deadline for the
early bird price of $50 per player is June 6. After June 6,
tickets will be $100 per player.

Avenue Act I

Avenue Act I and Patrick Hart’s Big Oak Theatre presents “Red Hot Diner,” a hot rockin’ musical now
through June 22. General Adm. $26 donation, Seniors/
groups (60+) $25 donation. (Sorry, no children under 12).
Big Oak Theatre is located at 22200 Chatsworth St. in
Chatsworth. Reservations: Avenueact1@att.net, (818)
998 0185, http://www.bigoaktheatre.com.

West End Art Walk

Shops at West End Chatsworth, in collaboration
with the Chatsworth Fine Arts Council, present the 3rd
Annual West End Art Walk, on Friday June 27th, July
25th, and Aug. 29th, 5:30 pm to 10pm at 21800 Devonshire. Art Walk will feature showcase of galleries, artists,
restaurants, small businesses, live music, children’s art
activities, food, & door prizes including tickets to Hollywood Bowl. info@we-shops.com or 818 772-1639.

Rose and Plant Auction

The San Fernando Valley Rose Society will be
holding a Rose and Plant auction and a potluck dinner
on Saturday, June 28, 2014 at 4:00 P.M at the Wilkinson
Senior Center, 8956 Vanalden Avenue in Northridge. All
visitors are welcome to join us by bringing a food dish for
the potluck. For more information contact Janet Sklar at
818-993-6622.

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by
the 20th, for the following month. Send word document to
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.

For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com

Rachel Reiter
Local Events Coordinator
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Toll Brothers
Named Builder
of the Year by
BUILDER Magazine
T

oll Brothers, the nation’s leading builder of luxury homes, has
been honored as Builder of the Year by BUILDERmagazine,
the leading media brand in residential construction. This
prestigious award was given in recognition of Toll Brothers’
excellence in successful business strategy, its achievements,
and its corporate leadership. Douglas C. Yearley, Toll Brothers’
chief executive officer, proudly accepted the award on May 12
during the BUILDER 100 Awards Ceremony held at the 2014
Housing Leadership Summit in Dana Point.
Mr. Yearley stated: “We are thrilled and honored to be
chosen for this esteemed award. Since 1967 Toll Brothers has
balanced prudent financial management with extraordinary
customer service and a dedication to building homes of quality
and value, and communities that will always sustain our legacy.
Most importantly, this is a reflection of the ingenuity, hard
work, and dedication of each and every one of our colleagues
and associates at Toll Brothers.”
“The
company’s
up-market
price-point,
lifestyle
segmentation positions, and its best-of-breed execution set it
apart from competitors as one of housing’s most powerful and
promising brands,” said BUILDER editorial director John
McManus in presenting the award. “Toll Brothers one day
will be a globally recognizable luxury housing and hospitality
trademark along the lines of Four Seasons or Ritz-Carlton.”
This award follows Toll Brothers’ recent award for Builder
of the Year by PROFESSIONAL BUILDER magazine - the other
major publishing resource in the home building industry.

I

magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School
818.363.8127
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School
818.347.8300
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

www.chaminade.org

Ad Courtesy of The Valley Voice
June, 2014
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On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit
card made between 06/03/2014 to 06/23/2014. Interest
will be charged to your account from the purchase date
if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 24
months or if you make a late payment. Minimum Monthly
Payments Required and may pay off purchase before end
of promo period.

‡

PLUS!

NO INTEREST*, NO DOWN PAYMENT & NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card made between
06/03/2014 to 06/23/2014.. Interest will be charged to your account from the
purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 14 months or
if you make a late payment. Minimum Monthly Payments Required and may pay
off purchase before end of promo period. NOT VALID WITH PURCHASE OF A 14
PIECE ROOM.

NOW OPEN - LOS ANGELES

Located South of the 10, Exit Convention Center

Br

W

NO INTEREST*, NO DOWN PAYMENT
& NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

1810 S Broadway • Los Angeles, CA 90015 • 213-745-2980

14
PIECE
LIVING
ROOM
PACKAGE
Choose from 71 different styles and color combinations at ONE INCREDIBLY LOW PRICE!

14 Piece Living Room Package includes stationary sofa and loveseat or 2 piece sectional, cocktail table,
2 end tables, area rug, throw blanket, 5 piece accessory set and a pair of lamps.

YOU CHOOSE

1099

99

$

one stationary sofa and loveseat or 2 piece sectional,
then choose one item from each category.

71

FINAL PRICE

10

MONTHS

MONTHS

OFF

W

PLUS!
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RR MO 3RD
HU DS E 2 !
EN JUN 9PM
AT

14PIECE

INCREDIBLE ROOM
PACKAGE
EVENT!

#1 in California,
#1 in America,
18 Locations to
Serve You!

Stationary Sofas/Sectionals
to choose from!

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA, 18 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

NOW OPEN!
LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, Exit
Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12703 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

SANTA CLARITA
In the previous
Wickes Furniture building
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

“Se Habla Español”

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 14 or 24 months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase date.
Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable
terms. Subject to credit approval. Ashley Furniture HomeStores require Sales Tax and Delivery charges to be paid at the time of purchase for finance terms greater than 24 months, on purchase made with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card.
‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s
Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed
to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some
restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere
else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. ††Sales tax and delivery charges (if applicable) are required to be paid at the time of purchase if financing term selected is greater than 24 months. Sales tax and delivery charges (if applicable)
are NOT required to be paid at the time of purchase if financing term selected is 24 months or less. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2014 Ashley HomeStore, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: June 03, 2014. Expires: June 23, 2014.
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