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Slow Pay Hurting Families

County to Seek CourtOrdered Referee in
SoCalGas Clash

a drone
got him...

T

he blow up between residents and the SoCalGas “Blowout” has
entered a new phase, with the deadline having passed for requesting
free County Health Department-ordered house cleaning by the
utility.
As the Valley Voice went to press, prior to the 3-day Holiday
weekend, the county planned to request a court-ordered referee to
help manage its contentious relationship with Southern California
Gas Co. as both sides work to get Porter Ranch residents back into
their homes, according to the county’s lead lawyer.
Supervisor Michael Antonovich expressed frustration on behalf
of residents who say they aren’t being reimbursed on a timely basis for
hotel stays, meals and mileage incurred as a result of the Aliso Canyon
gas leak.
Antonovich read a letter from a resident who said her family of
five was owed more than $23,000 by the utility.
“Twice when I tried to buy food for our family, my credit card
was declined. Can I tell you how embarrassing that was and the
anxiety as a mother not knowing how I’m going to feed my family?”
the woman wrote. “Our credit cards are maxed out due to the costs
of relocation we have had to incur with no reimbursement from the
Southern California Gas Co. in two months.”
A SoCalGas Co. representative said the company - which has
provided temporary housing to an estimated 8,000 residents as a result
of the natural gas leak - was looking into the family’s plight. However,
some families claim they are owed for three months, and more. Some
have not received any reimbursement for mileage – since January!
“Over the past several months, our dedicated employees, many
of whom live in Porter Ranch, have processed more than 43,330

I warned him not
to sell defective
safety valves to
SoCalGas.

Filters: False Security?

Heavy-Metals.... And I’m
Not Referring to a Rock Band

H

By Jeffrey Nordella, M.D., Medical Director, Porter Ranch Quality Care

ave you ever seen the original movie “Jaws”? If so, you remember shark attacks drove the summer visitors from
the beaches, crippling the area’s economy. So the Mayor, being a good politician, despite the warnings from law
enforcement inappropriately stated that the waters were safe for swimming. And we all know what happened in
(Continued on page 3) that scenario. Sound familiar?
So now we have heavy metals, better known as particulates. Information newly released from the researchers cites
lead, strontium, manganese, and aluminum just to mention a few. This has created a fingerprint which shows in essence
where the origin of these chemicals have come from, such as the containers involved in the gas blowout.
These particles can aerosolize, which is the process or act of converting some physical substance into the form of
particles small and light enough to be carried in the air (dust). They then become available to inhale passing into the
bloodstream through lung cells. They can then circulate to the different body tissues via the circulation and potentially
exert their toxic effect on specific organ systems.
So what do they do to the human body? Let’s start with lead, a known element (just ask the citizens of Flint,
Michigan). Lead has numerous effects on the human body potentially causing anemia, and infertility. It can also affect
the peripheral nervous system and central nervous system leading to symptoms such as neuropathies and potentially
causing learning disabilities.
Manganese toxicity, again affecting the nervous system and can cause a syndrome known as Manganism, a
neurological syndrome presenting like Parkinson’s disease.
Strontium competes with Calcium and potentially causes bone abnormalities, especially if this element is in a
radioactive isotope form.
Aluminum can cause anything from contact dermatitis to acceleration of estrogen related diseases, like Breast Cancer.
Or it can potentially affect women being treated for Breast Cancer with much-needed anti-estrogen medications.
Of course I’m not sure if any of the above matters, because as stated by the “parties that be” all these levels are
too low to be of concern. In reviewing the literature one finds that these heavy metals are always looked at on their own
accord. That is, exposure to a single agent, one at a time. Mistakenly, in my opinion, none of the authorities has either
verbally and or documented in writing the effects of these chemicals when the human is exposed to all at one time.
Another fallacy, in my opinion, is as stated in prior articles that being the time of exposure. There is no study that I
have reviewed in the literature that has exposed patients to the same timeframe as those exposed in the Porter Ranch gas
incident. As well the cleanup process in my opinion is subpar. The gel or oil that is present on furniture both indoors and
outdoors also potentially could be in your ventilation system? Is it appropriate just to change the filters or has anyone
really investigated to see if this is present throughout your home in the ducting system? If present, you are given new
By Larry Elder
doses of the particulates every time you turn on and activate your HVAC system.
or the umpteenth time, Donald Trump is no conservative. He is an
So is it safe to go back into the waters?
economic populist. When asked to name the top three functions of
government, he said national security, health care and education.
Two of the three named “duties” one does not find in Article I, Section
8 of the United States Constitution.
This puts him exactly where the country is politically —
center-left. Americans talk the talk as to their alleged concern for everincreasing debt. But when asked, “Which programs to cut?” the same
complainers look as blank as Homer Simpson when asked to help Bart
with his algebra.
os Angeles County health officials have called for a thorough cleaning of household surfaces in Porter
Trump says he wants to “fix” Social Security. For a time,
Ranch-area homes to rid them of metal contaminants that came from the Aliso Canyon gas leak and could
President George W. Bush wanted to allow those under 55 to “invest”
cause minor health issues.
part of their payroll taxes into personal retirement accounts. ThenAccording to the county Department of Public Health, environmental testing conducted in and around Porter
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., could not have been happier,
knowing that such a plan scared much of America, no matter how Ranch homes determined that surface dust contained “levels of metal contaminants” that are consistent with those
many times Bush tried to assure those over the age of 55 that their Social found in “well-drilling fluid,” suggesting they came from the Aliso Canyon leak.
“These metals can cause respiratory and skin irritation and could be contributing to symptoms reported by
Security “would not be touched.” Bush’s poll numbers dropped and he
residents,” according to health officials.
Over 100 homes were tested for 250 different chemicals, with 20% revealing metals in dust particles. The highest
(Continued on page 9)
(Continued on page 11)
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Real Estate Update

May’s Porter Ranch
Resales Bounce Back

I

By Eric Nam • Berkshire Hathaway Home Services • For the Valley Voice

’m very late in submitting this report to the publisher. Why? I’m pleased to say because
I have been swamped with work for my real estate clients in Porter Ranch. For one of my
buyers we submitted an offer on a property that was priced above market value in terms of
price per square foot. I most recently closed a sale that was generated through multiple offers.
And I have a couple of other listings coming up all at fair market value, sellers looking to sell
not in a panic, but rather due to circumstantial reasons other than the Aliso Canyon gas leak
such as changes in work and family situations.
• As expected we are seeing and hearing about offers coming in 15%-20% below the asking
price. We kindly thank them for their time and move right along to the real buyers.
• I’m happy to say, although the first quarter of the year (“Q1 2016”) experienced a sag in
activity and number of units sold, I’m sensing a pulsing confidence among homeowners
and potential buyers and I think the numbers speak for themselves:
• As of this writing there are 79 Active listings at an average asking price per square foot
(“ppsf”) of $327, with a median asking price of $829,000, and an average 63 days on
market (“DOM”)
• As of this writing there are 31 listings in escrow at an average asking ppsf of $309, with a
median asking price of $699,000.
• As of this writing, in the month of May 2016, there were 24 closed sales at an average ppsf
of $323, with a median sold price of $707,000, and an average 59 DOM.

For perspective…
•
•

In the month of May 2015, last year, there were 28 closed sales at an average ppsf of $293,
with a median sold price of $715,000, and an average 43 DOM.
In the first quarter of 2016 there were 57 closed sales at an average ppsf of $309, with a
median sold price of $679,000.

So in a year-over-year comparison for the month of May we see the following statistics:
•
•
•
•

An 10% increase in average sold price per square foot.
A 14% decrease in the total number of homes sold (really just four sales).
A 1% decrease in median sold price.
16 days or 37% increase in average days on market.

And also in comparing this month to Q1 2016 we see…
•
•
•

A 4.5% increase in the average ppsf.
A 1% decrease in median sold price.
5 days or 8% decrease in average days on market.
May was a healthy month both in comparing to the same time last year and to Q1 2016.
Average price per square foot shot up from last year while the total number of homes sold
decreased slightly, which is a marked improvement in a year-over-year comparison. Further,
Q1 2016 was markedly slow in terms of activity, which is not terribly surprising as the winter
coming out of the holiday season is usually not a very active period for real estate. Average
PPSF has gone back up since then and DOM has come down, indicating faster absorption at
higher prices.
There have been a few notably low-priced sales but an overall snapshot is showing a
discernably healthy and improving market.
I’ll repeat what I said before:
Let’s aim to continue maintaining perspective. Let’s aim to continue staying informed
and armed with knowledge when seeking consultation. Let’s aim to keep using wisdom
and discretion when vetting legal representation. And let’s aim to seek out local real estate
professionals with untarnished interest in the betterment of Porter Ranch when real estate
information is needed. This is our community, these are our homes, and it will be our future
to make and protect. If you would like any further information or analyses please feel free to
reach me at eric.bong.nam@gmail.com.

Slow Pay Hurting Families
(Continued from page 1)
reimbursements totaling $78.6 (million). SoCalGas will continue to work quickly to process
reimbursements,” the utility said in a statement.
The Gas Co. rep said the county Health Dept. asked a judge to appoint a mediator and
the request was not granted.
But County Counsel Mary Wickham said she would ask again.
“Our plan again is to go into court this week and ask the judge to appoint a referee or a
mediator so that there’s a mechanism in place that the residents of Porter Ranch can reach
out to and follow to ensure that they are reimbursed for the out-of-pocket expenses they’ve
incurred,’’ Wickham said.
The county called a halt last month to the Gas Co.’s cleanup of residents’ homes because
Department of Public Health representatives said the cleaning wasn’t being done properly.
Antonovich said the process followed by the contractor hired by SoCalGas was actually
spreading contaminants in some cases.
“It was stupid and I am so frustrated that we can’t just go back into court now and have
a mediator come in and oversee the cleaning,” Antonovich said, “or give that responsibility
to the Department of Public Health and we will bill Southern California Gas Company.”
County Counsel Wickham said county representatives had been talking with Gas Co.
representatives and the utility had agreed to follow the court order for cleanup issued by Los
Angeles Superior Court Judge John Wiley.
Public Health assigned environmental health specialists to observe the cleaning
performed by SoCalGas contractors and “found that the contractor was neither equipped
nor trained for proper cleaning as required by Public Health,” according to a statement
issued by the agency.
The Gas Co. said in response that it was committed to following the DPH protocol for
cleaning and was “working to address any issues immediately,” A DPH representative, asked
whether the two sides had reached an agreement and if any cleaning was underway, said the
county’s stop-work order remained in effect.
Wiley ruled that the housing relocation program can end but required SoCalGas to offer
cleaning services to owners of as many as 2,500 homes. Residents in hotels had until May 25 to
request cleaning, and residents in housing other than hotels until 5 p.m. May 27 to request it.
Once homes are cleaned, the residents will have 48 hours to return under the ruling.
Residents who do not request cleaning had 48 hours after those deadlines to return home.
Public Health announced last month that its environmental testing found no airborne
contaminants, but surface dust contained “low levels of metal contaminants” consistent with
those found in “well-drilling fluid,” indicating they came from the Aliso Canyon gas leak that
was discovered in October and capped Feb. 18. That finding prompted the cleanup operation.
June, 2016
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TSA's Union Power Grab:
Thousands Slowing
Down Airports
By Michelle Malkin

W

hen it comes to public employee unions, there’s no such thing as a coincidence.
All you travelers stuck in mile-long TSA security lines are pawns. Convenient political
pawns. Big Labor bosses want more power and more money. Stranded travelers are just
the latest victims in this age-old game of D.C. extortion.
Union leaders want you to think the fault lies with a stingy Congress unwilling to fork over
enough money to fill screener shortages. White House spokesman Josh Earnest poured more
partisan fuel on the fire last month by blaming the nationwide slowdowns on “the inability of
Republicans in Congress to govern the country.”
What a load of flying horse hockey.
The 15-year-old Transportation Security Administration now has a massive annual budget
of nearly $7.6 billion and a workforce of nearly 60,000. They had enough tax dollars to waste on
an idiotic $1.4 million iPad app that randomly points left or right; $3 million on more than 200
useless explosive detection “puffer” machines that didn’t detect explosives reliably; and unknown
gobs in awards and automatic bonuses to senior TSA managers at a time when the agency was
repeatedly failing internal tests of its ability to stop weapons, bombs and terror threats.
Yet, with airlines, airports and customers all raising holy hell, Congress scraped together
$34 million more to pay TSA screeners overtime and fund nearly 800 more screeners to address
the summer travel crush.
It’s still not enough of course. It’s never enough. Since last fall, the TSA workforce (unionized
under the Obama administration) has staged protests at major airports (including Dallas-Fort
Worth, JFK, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, St. Paul and Atlanta) organized by the American
Federation of Government Employees, which is demanding full collective bargaining rights
under federal labor law, along with hefty pay increases.
Obstruction is priority number one.
The agitators whine that TSA workers are not “respected” enough as a profession.
“Morale for TSA Officers is at an all-time low,” AFGE TSA Council President Hydrick Thomas
complained in a recent statement. “We work very hard under some of the most stressful and
dangerous conditions, but are treated like second-class employees as compared to the rest of the

COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE


Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded
Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.

1-702-461-1333 / 1-818-366-9880

federal workforce. We just want equal treatment.”
Perhaps if TSA officials weren’t letting 95 percent of mock explosives and firearms through
during audits and inspections, or if they weren’t gratuitously groping grandmas and breast-feeding
moms and wounded veterans, or recklessly handing out TSA Precheck status “like candy” as one
whistleblower put it last year, or dumping 3,000 pieces of luggage in parking lots as a result of software
“glitches,” as happened last month at Phoenix’s Sky HarborAirport, or employing unknown numbers
of criminals, or rewarding serial failures, we wouldn’t all be snickering at their Rodney “I don’t get
no respect!” Dangerfield comedy routine.
Expanding TSA workers’collective bargaining rights is about expanding union bosses’authority
to dictate every last detail of employment — from pay and officer assignments to schedules and
uniforms. The reason full bargaining rights under Title V of U.S. labor law have not been extended to
TSA agents is to protect the agency’s flexibility and discretion in the interest of national security. Yep,
remember that? You know, the very reason the TSA was created in the first place?
If you think the current lapses in TSA hiring practices are bad, just wait until you have a system
dominated by union negotiators who are allergic to merit pay and committed to protecting every last
incompetent member to the death.
TSA union leaders hungry for new members and fattened coffers don’t care about your security.
This is all about control and money. Multiply 55,000 by $50/month in mandatory union dues and —
voila! — they’ll have $33 million a year to shower on politicians who’ll do their bidding.
Is there anything the flying public can do to put a stop to this cynical exercise of Big Labor
muscle?
Let me remind you of Government Shutdown Theater in 2013, when Washington held America’s
monuments and national parks hostage. Remember? Fed-up taxpayers finally revolted and broke
down the Barry-cades blocking them from access to the public spaces they subsidize.
I’m not advocating breaking through those long lines in grand acts of civil disobedience (not
just yet, anyway). But it is long past time for sick and tired, beleaguered and molested, robbed and
overtaxed travelers to demand respect of their own and call out this selfish, security-undermining
Big Labor power grab.
(Michelle Malkin is a senior editor at Conservative Review.)
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Our political system has become corrupt and is failing the people of California. As our next state
senator Janice Kamenir-Reznik will fight to clean up and reform our political system and bring honesty
and integrity back to our state government.

JANICE KAMENIR-REZNIK’S PLAN TO REFORM OUR STATE GOVERNMENT
Fight for partial public financing of political campaigns, that will encourage small personal donations
and empower ordinary citizens to take back our political system from the special interests.
Fight against corruption by working for tough, new laws that will ban campaign contributions
during the legislative session.
Shine a spotlight on political fundraising by requiring 24-hour disclosure of all political contributions
enabling citizens to see in real time which donors are funding which campaigns.
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Councilmember Ryu
Infects the Valley with
“Spot Zoning”

EGGING FOR RECALL-We’ve all heard about the ruckus in Hollywood about spot
zoning. That is the practice of councilmembers’ taking R-1 lots with single family homes
and re-zoning them for large apartment complexes, often to be built with tax dollars as
Affordable Housing.
Hollywood got so fed up that it spawned the Neighborhood Integrity Initiative. Well,
Councilmember David Ryu isn’t going to ignore poor old Sherman Oaks. Councilman Ryu
has brought Spot Zoning to the Valley.
Claiming to be the homeowner’s friend and to protect his constituency from the
developers, Councilmember Ryu has not voted NO on a large development project since he
was elected.
Councilmember Ryu did vote YES on the gigantic Palladium Towers in Hollywood, and
now he has moved on to destroying single family homes in Sherman Oaks. Approving Spot
Zoning is a strange way to protect his district from Spot Zoning.
When the neighbors told the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council that they wanted
to retain the R-1 zoning for their homes along Magnolia Boulevard and in the nearby
neighborhood, Ryu’s response was that the community should be glad that he let them know
what was happening.
It may sound strange for a councilmember wanting praise for not concealing when a
developer seeks Spot Zoning. In the culture that permeates Los Angeles City Council, however,
(Continued on page 7)
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DWPCityWatch
Reform:
DWP Reform:
Ratepayers
Beware

T
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Ratepayers Beware
By Jack Humphreville
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The NEW Siemens primax hearing aids are

Councilmember Ryu
(Continued from page 6)

being deceptive and closing the community completely out of
any and all input to major decisions like Spot Zoning is Standard
Operating Procedure. So, councilmember Ryu does seem to be
a little more open than the other councilmembers. Some think
that it’s the same as the difference between a polite mugger who
does pistol whip you and one who needlessly whacks you on the
head after stealing your wallet.
Spot Zoning can destroy the value of a family’s major
asset, the home.
But these enterprising families are fighting back. They got
the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council to reject the project
despite the developer’s renting a large bus to bring his friends
and employees to stack the Neighborhood Council’s audience
in favor of demolishing the homes. Perhaps, the SHNC Board
member resented such crass manipulation.
And now, these neighbors may sign on to the Recall Ryu
campaign which grew out of his support for the Palladium
Towers and his deception over putting a professional basketball
court in the wilderness of Runyon Canyon.
We can expect Ryu’s crocodile tears any time now. Nothing
makes a Councilmember tear up faster than a Recall.
But don’t be naive, that will not stop Ryu’s Spot Zoning of
R-1 homes to Multifamily Affordable Housing. Ryu has
promised this R-1 neighborhood to the developer, and Ryu
knows on which side his bread is ultimately buttered.
(Richard Lee Abrams is a Los Angeles attorney. Abrams
views are his own and do not necessarily reflect the views of
CityWatch.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
June, 2016
June, 2016
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level 3 primax digital hearing aids.

OFF

Everyday retail price for Siemens level 3 primax is $2,895
each. Sale Price $2,395 each. Offers cannot be combined.
Excludes previous purchases. Offer expires 6/30/16.

purchase of a pair of Siemens
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Everyday retail price for Siemens level 3 primax is $2,895
each. Sale Price $2,395 each. Offers cannot be combined.
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with FREE Hearing Screening.

Must have hearing loss. Call for details. Offers
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16914 San Fernando Mission Blvd., Granada
Hills
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* An independent clinical study in the US has shown that primax provided a significant improvement in ease of listening in demanding listening environments. A newly developed
methodology using objective brain behavior measures (Electroencephalographic data), showed a significant reduction in listening effort for mild to moderate hearing impaired
subjects using primax hearing aids in speech-in-noise situations applying advanced features such as Narrow Focus and EchoShield.

Call Toll Free: 855.802.5531
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Does Your Schedule Honor God?
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

T

hree words summarize the lives of Americans: overwhelmed, overscheduled, and
exhausted. Many people have a passion to work and be productive. In fact, God instilled
that desire in us. There are many Bible verses, especially in the book of Proverbs,
that talk about how hard work—as opposed to laziness—is beneficial to us and pleases the
Lord. Work enables you to achieve, provide for your family, and support your church and
charities through financial giving.
Work in and of itself is not bad. The problem lies in our tendency as human beings
to mistake busyness for work—and to so overfill every moment of every day that we
ultimately squeeze God out of our lives. In doing so, we neglect the fourth command in the
Ten Commandments that the Lord gave to Moses. God must have known our propensity to
put work in front of Him when He said in Exodus 20:8-11:
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all
your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do
any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor
your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
The word “Sabbath” is rooted in the Hebrew language and literally means “rest.” As
much as we try to fight it, like a two-year-old fighting a nap, we need to rest. It’s the way
God designed us. So He blessed the seventh day of the week and made it holy—set apart—
for Himself. God generously gave us six days, and the seventh day is His.
Our great-grandfathers called this day “the Holy Sabbath.” Our grandfathers called

it “the Sabbath.” Our fathers called it “Sunday.” And we
call it “the weekend.” But the Sabbath does not mean it’s a day
for us to sit on the couch, watch sporting events, and eat takeout food. It’s not a day to go
shopping or to the beach because that’s what we may find restful. It’s a holy day, and it’s a
continual call to worship.
			

*		

FEAT. THE PROFESSOR

Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.
WallsFallDown.com) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church
in Porter Ranch, CA. You can connect with Dudley at www.
LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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Leviticus 23:3 shows us that the Sabbath is a day of sacred assembly: “‘There are
six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a day of sabbath rest, a day of sacred
assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a sabbath to the Lord.’ It’s a
covenant of rest to commemorate the finished work of creation.”
Equally important, the Sabbath is a day to commemorate the fished work of redemption.
Just as God rested from His work at the beginning of the Old Testament, His Son Jesus
rested from His work at the beginning of the New Testament. Jesus’ work was bringing the
message of salvation—by preaching the truth and healing the sick—and ultimately offering
His life on the cross for the sins of the world. Hebrews 10:11-14 explains:
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again
he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this priest [Jesus
Christ] had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
God, and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. For by one
sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
By honoring the Sabbath Day and keeping it holy, we honor not only God’s
command, but also His rest from His magnificent work in creation and Jesus’ rest from
His redemptive work on the cross. If you would like to worship with us at Shepherd
Church, our service times are Saturdays at 5:00 and 6:30
pm and Sundays at 8:30, 10:00, and 11:30 am at our Porter
Ranch campus. We also have campuses in Agua Dulce, West
L.A., and Woodland Hills.

BASKETBALL SKILLS CAMP

C
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ormerly known as Hyatt Regency Suites, the rebranded
Hyatt Palm Springs is the only all-suite hotel in the
area, and is located in downtown.
More than two years ago it completed a series of
improvements, making it a great year-around urban spot,
located within walking distance of more than 500 businesses,
restaurants, and entertainment destinations. It sits at the
center of one of the most memorable vacation destinations
in Southern California, surrounded by the natural beauty
of the San Jacinto Mountains and only footsteps to hiking
trails and unique outdoor recreational activities. The hotel
provides perfect accommodations for leisure travelers, and
families alike.
Want to see snow? Much of the year it covers the
breathtaking mountain reached by the Palm Springs
Aerial Tramway. Hyatt Palm Springs features newly 197
renovated, spacious standard and deluxe suites. Nightly
room rates begin at only $129. In addition, it boasts 10
meeting rooms consisting of more than 12,000 square feet
of indoor, outdoor meeting and conference space.
Well known Hyatt programs, including in-suite
YogaAway, 24 hour StayFit and pet program are offered, in
addition to the complimentary shuttle to/from the airport
and throughout downtown, including the Convention
Center. Do it all or do nothing at all - through Hyatt Palm
Springs’ exclusive relationships with area attractions,
gold courses, spas, guests can create handcrafted vacation
experiences and itineraries with the click of a mouse, or
swipe of a screen. Hoodoo Cocktail Garden is the only
outdoor cafe with live entertainment in downtown Palm
Springs.
Guests get more out of their stay, including the outdoor
pool area, a daily newspaper, complimentary Wi-Fi, and a
voucher for a complimentary cocktail at one of their on-site
restaurants, and can enjoy a free rental of a beach cruiser
for two hours. Summer was never so much fun!
For more information, visit www.hyattpalmsprings.com,
or call 760-322-9000. Tell them the Valley Voice sent you!
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Trump Can Win
---Because He’s No
Conservative
(Continued from page 1)
abandoned his plan.
Trump flat-out proposes protectionism to stop jobs
from being “shipped out” and to impose tariffs on our
trading rivals to stop them from “cheating.” The problem
is most Americans believe that other countries exploit
by protecting their markets and “manipulating” their
currency.
Assuming this is true, economist Milton Friedman, a
Ronald Reagan advisor, said protectionism simply protects
against cheap prices for the American consumers. So on
trade, Trump is wrongheaded, but no more wrongheaded
than Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton.
Donald Trump recently pulled a 180 on the jobdestroying minimum wage, first saying he opposed an
increase, now saying he might support one. But this
puts him on the same side as not only Democrats, but
with Republicans like Dr. Ben Carson, former Sen. Rick
Santorum and Ohio Gov. John Kasich.
As with socialist Bernie Sanders, economic
anxiety fuels Trump’s candidacy. After eight years of
Obamanomics — raising taxes, increasing regulations,
“stimulus” and “investing” taxes on failed “green
initiatives,” most of the country says that economically
we are on the wrong track.
Their near stagnant paychecks, unemployment and
under-employment tell many Americans that this recovery
is the worst in their lifetime. Given the shared grievances
of Sanders supporters and Trump supporters, Sanders
voters may, in some number, turn to Trump over Clinton.
*
*
*
Unfortunately, the correct prescription to deal with
this — lowering taxes, reducing the size of government
and reducing regulations — is not what voters want.
They want the social safety net preserved, not reformed.
This is what Trump is offering.
Trump, unlike Clinton, is not a global-warming
alarmist. Asked about climate change, he called it an
exaggeration argued that policies to stop it endanger
job creation. This, too, puts Trump on the side of most
Americans. Polls of likely voters show that of their top 23
concerns, climate change ranks at or near the bottom. A
recent poll found even most millennials do not consider
climate change much of a threat.
To the many conservatives who are unhappy with
Trump vs. Clinton, consider this. Trump claims he would
appoint Supreme Court justices like Antonin Scalia
and Clarence Thomas, a dramatic difference from the
kind Clinton would nominate. Yes, Trump suggested
appointing his pro-Roe v. Wade sister, but there’s no
doubt that she is exactly the kind of justice that Clinton
would appoint. As to the Second Amendment, Clinton
wants to hold gun manufacturers liable for crimes
committed by criminals who use guns.
Depending upon how the question is asked, most
Americans want the borders secured before beginning
any discussion on what to do about the immigration
status of the millions here illegally —Trump’s position.
Whether Trump can build a wall, let alone get
Mexico to pay is, at best, uncertain. But his views at least
suggest that finally we may secure the borders, whether
with additional manpower, fencing or other technology
or a combination of both. Trump threatens to withhold
money from “sanctuary” cities, which refuse to turn
over arrested illegal aliens to federal immigration
officials. He promises to end “catch and release,” and
to require employers to check the immigration status of
new hires.
Trump not only claims he opposed the Iraq War, but
accuses George W. Bush of lying us into it. This is both
wrong and shameful, but many Americans — certainly
those on the hard left — oppose the war and feel deceived
about it. Trump, at least, criticized Obama’s decision to
completely pull the troops out, and feels this aided the
rise of ISIS.
So Donald Trump’s populism on the economy — a
promise of massive tax cuts for the middle class while
saying “the rich will pay more” — and his “I’m not
Bush” position on the Iraq War, put him right smack-dab
in the middle of the center-left American mainstream.
So, yes, Trump can win.

The Finest Baseball
Announcer that
Ever Lived

By Kevin Roderick
									
LA Observed

T

hrough the years, Sports Illustrated has gotten it about Vin Scully. Joe Posnasnki did a nice piece in 2010 that understood the
place he holds in the fabric of Los Angeles, and the same year posted perhaps the best gallery of elapsed time.
Richard Hoffer was there in 2008, and now, Tom Verducci takes his turn. His role is to wrap things up, to begin saying
goodbye and thanks, and to explain to the rest of country what’s going on here. He mentions that Scully has broadcast nearly half
of the Dodgers games ever played, “this for a franchise that was established in 1890.” He explains why it was that Los Angeles
listened to Scully’s first years in Los Angeles on transistor radios, even sitting in the seats at the games. And so much more.
Sample:
Vin Scully is only the finest, most-listened-to baseball broadcaster that ever lived, and even that honorific does not
approach proper justice to the man. He ranks with Walter Cronkite among America’s most-trusted media personalities,
with Frank Sinatra and James Earl Jones among its most-iconic voices, and with Mark Twain, Garrison Keillor and
Ken Burns among its preeminent storytellers.
His 67-year run as the voice of the Dodgers—no, wait: the voice of baseball, the voice of our grandparents, our parents,
our kids, our summers and our hopes—ends this year. Scully is retiring come October, one month before he turns 89....
It is as difficult to imagine baseball without Scully as it is without 90 feet between bases. To expand upon Red Smith’s
observation, both are as close as man has ever come to perfection.
I see it in his eyes. Vin is about to go on a trip. It’s the kind of trip that is heaven for a baseball fan: Vin is about to tell a story.
For a listener, it’s like Vin inviting you to ride with him in a mid-century convertible, sun on your arms, breeze on your face,
worries left at the curb. Destination? We’re good with wherever Vin wants to take us....
Here is more of what sets Scully apart: his literate, cultured mind. Scully is a voracious reader with a fondness
for Broadway musicals. He doesn’t watch baseball games when he’s not broadcasting them. “No, not at all,” he says.
He has too many other interests.

Where effortless

Luxury
Way
Life
is a

of

T

he spectacular estates of Porter Ranch overlook sweeping mountain vistas and breathtaking city lights,
creating an awe-inspiring backdrop for modern life. All this, yet you’re just minutes from the studios, and a short
drive to Beverly Hills and Downtown LA. Porter Ranch is where Los Angeles living reaches new heights.

GRAND OPENING
Westcliffe at Porter Ranch, Palisades Collection Grand Opening 6/11
with extended hours from 11am–8 pm on Saturday!
Come Tour Our New Model Homes! | From the $1.3 millions
Now selling 4 neighborhoods!

Townhomes from the mid-$500s and single-family homes from the $900,000s.

Call 844-790-5263 or visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com

(Larry Elder is a best-selling author and radio talkshow host.)
Open daily from 11 am–6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers welcome. Photos are images only and
should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770
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VOTE

United Airport opens in agricultural Burbank in 1930.

Still Just Burbank
Airport to Many of Us

FOR THE PRNC

By Kevin Roderick, LA Observed

T

Elections are June 11, 9am-1pm
Register online to vote by June 6
Run, Register, Vote: prnc.org/elections2016

ravelers into Southern California who are LAX-averse no longer have a choice
between alternative airports named after long-time and long-dead San Fernando
Valley residents. John Wayne (famously of Glendale and Encino far longer than
he was of Orange County) remains, but Bob Hope will soon vanish from airline
schedules.
The main problem with calling Burbank’s cozy little airport Bob Hope Airport these
last 12 years or so wasn’t that the late actor had little connection to Burbank (he lived
in Toluca Lake and worked all over the place), or that as time passed Hope’s name
wasn’t necessarily all that familiar or beloved. It’s that more and more, travelers had
no idea where the heck “Bob Hope” was or why they would ever want to fly there.
So once again, the closest alternative airport to Los Angeles will be called Hollywood
Burbank Airport.
Which was fine the last time it was used, from 1967-78, but politicians like to politic
and airport commissioners like to commission, so the name was changed. A couple of
times.
At least Hollywood Burbank actually is located close to studios, both the TV and the
film kind. So the name is not bogus. And it’s a better name than the 1930 original —
United Airport — or the previous long-time handle as Lockheed Air Terminal. But for
most people I know, it has always just been Burbank Airport, and still will be when the
next batch of commissioners pays for the next re-branding.

Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council Election
” THe Change We Need, The Leadership Porter Ranch Deserves ”

Susan Gorman Chang
Member At Large

Andrew Krowne
Member At Large

Gabriel Khanlian
Member At Large

Jon Markarian
Member At Large

Jennifer Milbauer
Open At Large

Vote for the candidates who support a safer, more sustainable future for Porter Ranch

ONLINE VOTING

IN PERSON VOTING

WHEN:
Starts on 05/21/16 and
Ends on 06/11/16 at 1PM

WHEN:
Saturday 06/11/16 from 9AM to 1PM

WHERE:
Please REGISTER at

https://register.empowerla.org/council/37/

WHERE:
Porter Ranch Community School
12450 Mason Avenue, Porter Ranch CA 91326

REGISTRATION CLOSES on 06/06/16

If you have any questions or need help with registration, email Elections@empowerla.org or call (818) 293-VOTE
June, 2016
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CityWatch

Whoa! Enough with the Tax
Increases, Fees and Bonds What are Our Politicos
Smokin’?

L

By Tony Butka

Health Dept. Warning

Metal Contaminants
Found in Local Homes
(Continued from page 1)
concentration of metals found were Barium Sulfate, Vanadium, Manganese, Lead, Strontium and
Aluminum.
Health officials revealed the testing results to residents at a community meeting.
In response to the results, the agency recommended a “comprehensive cleaning” of household
surfaces, thorough ventilation of homes to flush out contaminants, regular replacement of heating
and air-conditioning filters and proper maintenance of air purifiers.
Health officials posted cleaning guidelines of the department’s website at www.publichealth.
lacounty.gov/media/gasleak.
The health department also issued a directive calling on Southern California Gas Co. to pay
for the cleaning of residents’ homes.
“This would include not only persons who live in the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council
area, but any person who received relocation services as a result of this event,” said Dr. Jeffrey
Gunzenhauser, the county’s interim health officer.
Health concerns stemming from the Porter Ranch gas leak, which began Oct. 23 and was
capped Feb. 18, prompted thousands of residents to move into temporary housing out of the area
at the expense of Southern California Gas Co.
A Los Angeles Superior Court judge ordered the Gas Co. to continue funding the temporary
housing program until at least June 7. The Gas Co. has been pushing to end the program, for the
estimated 2,800 relocated residents.
Attorneys for Los Angeles County and the city argued that more thorough testing was needed
to ensure residents will be safe when they return home.
County health officials said earlier they had received about 300 complaints from Porter Ranch
residents who returned to their homes and claimed to have developed more health problems.
The complaints included nausea, stomach aches and respiratory irritation.
Gunzenhauser said that based on the testing results, residents should be able to safely return
to their homes without fear of health problems.

ooks like the LA City Council has started smokin’ some weed on the assumption
that the Marijuana initiative will pass in November. Of course, math was never
their forte even without mind altering substances. And as we know, the actual
budget process is a closely held secret.  
Here’s the Problem:
For context, we are living in the best of times if you’re an LA City politician. The
developers are buying off elected officials at a record rate, housing and hi-rises are popping
up all over like the giant popcorn bags at the movie theater (one refill for free), and as
housing prices take off like the booster unit on a space shuttle, the city coffers haven’t seen
life this good in years and years.
So what are these math majors going to do when the economy tanks again? We all know
deep in our hearts that the frothy bubble of LA’s housing market is simply unsustainable.
If history is a guide, the Council will stick their collective heads in the sand like ostriches,
wringing their hands in helpless angst.
We’ve been here before in Los Angeles with the “great recession” of 2007-08 and it
wasn’t pretty. The City Council was impotent and useless in their vain attempts to shift the
blame and take fake actions. I see no reason it will be different this time.
And yet the Council can’t even balance this year’s budget! As noted regarding
the Mayor’s budget message, “Mayor Eric Garcetti characterized his $5.6 billion
budget for the upcoming fiscal year as a ‘strong spending plan that is balanced
and responsible, with a record investment of $138 million to tackle the City’s
homelessness crisis.’”  
But “spending” is the operative word since the cumulative deficit over the
next four years is expected to exceed $300 million as the growth in expenditures
exceeds that of revenues. This compares to last year’s projection of a four year
cumulative deficit of “only” $37 million.  
When you discount the typical press conference horse puckey, the City budget
doesn’t even balance in these best of times. Remember, to make this turkey fly, the
r
rabe
eing
City is proposing significant DWP Rate Increases, a tax to pay for the homeless
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tor,
that they have generated by dumping folks out of their homes to pave the way for
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new developments, and a tax to fix the City’s sidewalks.
Ex
And this litany doesn’t even count the proposed 1/2 cent additional Metro
Series Subscriptions on Sale Now!
tax for the next 30 years, an LA County storm water tax, and a County parcel
tax to fund Parks. All of this is on the November ballot, along with god knows
what from the State.
While a lot of the ballot measures aren’t limited to the City of LA per se, if you add
all of the City, County and Special District proposals, we are in for a lot of liability.
Soaring
So, here’s a sample of what’s in store for us:
Rate Increases at LADWP
Philharmonia Orchestra, London
LADWP Increases of about 5% a year for five years (not including MWD
Esa-Pekka Salonen, Conductor
10.5.16
‘pass throughs.’)
While certain core rate increases are really needed to fix infrastructure
problems like broken water mains and power outages, there are add-ons built
into the transfer money to City Hall that pay for their pet projects. And the
Council knows it.
The problem with the LADWP is that we don’t actually get to vote on any
of this stuff -- the Council does all the voting.
LA City Sidewalk Fix
We don’t know exactly how much this will cost, but the City has already
entered into a billion dollar plus legal settlement on the issue, while they have
only set aside a token of what is needed in this year’s budget. We know they
will be back for more money, be it this November or by some sleight of hand.
We’ll see if they are bold enough to actually do a tax increase.
Swinging
A Billion Dollars in Bonds for the LA River
 	
This was the much-hailed plan where the Mayor went to Washington and
Jazz at Lincoln Center
allegedly got a whopping $1 billion to fund the project. But most of the money
Orchestra with
Wynton Marsalis
has disappeared, leaving the City holding the bag.
10.8.16
So it looks like a Community Redevelopment Agency style bond money
Shape &
coming down the road. Not a direct tax increase, but guess who’s on the hook if
Motion
Scenes
the math doesn’t work out? Taxpayers. Remember that LAUSD bond measure
& Songs
we got hit with?
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
And by the way, the reality is that this project is only going to benefit the
New Work by
rich anyhow.
Cherice Barton, 3.3.17
Tyne Daly in
Jerry Herman’s
Attacking Homelessness
Dear World,
 	
A Homeless Plan includes $100 million just for the City -- with no idea
9.30.16
where the money will come from.
While the City has set aside $30 million this year, although costs will
actually be around $100 million just for the City, both the City and County are
looking for funding.
Maybe a new tax, or a fee, but the bill is going to have to be paid.
 	
Metro Tax Increase
Hecho
 	
A Metro 1/2 cent sales tax increase
I particularly like this one, since they are essentially doubling down on
en las
the existing $9 billion 1/2 cent sales tax that produced a ten percent drop in
Américas
usage.
 	
How About a County Storm Water Tax
Lila Downs with
For those who track political goings on, this is the one that was laughed off
Monsieur Periné,
Silence
4.22.17
the ballot in 2013 when it got tagged with a line to the effect that, “God made
Amplified
the rain, and it took LA County to figure out how to tax it.” Smart money says
they will avoid the November ballot and go for it later.
818.677.3000
The Takeaway
Buster Keaton’s
The General,
What I find galling is that all of these increases will definitely not benefit us
VPACatCSUN
New West Symphony
middle and lower income folks.
3.25.17
Balanced budget? I don’t think so.
Here’s a thought -- hold on tight to your money, read the fine print, and
don’t believe a word of the massively funded lobbyist campaigns that are going
to be launched for the November ballot. AND VOTE!
June, 2016
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It’s Time to
Get Serious
About a Series

Aliso Canyon

What Gas Leak? It’s a “Blowout!”
By Andrew P. Krowne,
“Blowout” Victim and Relocated Family

I

cannot sit idly by as thousands of Angelinos, my neighbors, my friends and my
family get subjected to the continued problems at the hands of Southern California
Gas. Iis in this vein that I respond in part to the letter from Mr. Dennis Arriola,
CEO of So Cal Gas. Excerpts will be in italics with my comments below:
Dear Neighbor,
It has been over two months since SoCalGas® successfully sealed the leaking natural
gas well at our Aliso Canyon Storage facility. The hard working women and men at our
company – about 300 of whom live in communities near the facility – continue to deliver
on our commitments to help relocated residents return to their normal lives, expand
resources available to the community, understand what caused the leak, confirm the
integrity of all wells, and address greenhouse gas emissions.  
Mr. Arriola, as you always do, you began this letter with “Dear Neighbor”. It is
unfortunate that I have to point out to you that this greeting has the societal connotation
of “connection, kindness or helpfulness”. Is this how you feel you’ve acted during the
disaster you’ve created? I have to point out that your actions have been deceitful, dishonest
and have done nothing to “regain the trust of our customers and the community”.
RETURNING RELOCATED RESIDENTS TO THEIR NORMAL LIVES
• We recently began offering complimentary interior home cleaning services for
relocated residents who choose to end their participation in the temporary relocation
program.
• Since the leaking well was sealed, expert, third-party indoor air testing for
methane and mercaptans showed no levels of concern, and thousands of outdoor air
samples collected by health and environmental agencies show the air quality in the

community is similar to the rest of the LA basin.
Mr. Arriola, what some of these statistics fail to convey is the percentage of residents
that have been forced to move home due to your negligence and incompetence in
accurately and promptly reimbursing us, the victims. Should we really be expected to
loan SoCalGas money for our own relocation? You also reference the cleaning program.
First, how can you accurately vet companies as to their qualification to decontaminate
our homes when, to date, you have not disclosed the list of chemicals released from SS25? Isn’t the “neighborly” action to go above and beyond; having our homes completely
cleaned by a qualified environmental recovery company without us having to ask or
beg? The public is already been made aware that we should expect particles as small as
1 micron to be present.  
Mr. Arriola when will you realize that it is common and verified knowledge that
SS-25 (and all the other wells) is currently releasing gas at “leak” levels, but that it’s
the other petro-chemicals that we demand be removed from our environment?   When
will you realize that THE PEOPLE OF LOS ANGELES do not accept the label
“leak”. According to Schlumberger Limited, “the world’s leading provider of technology
for drilling, production, and processing to the oil and gas industry”, an uncontrollable
flow, consisting of oil, gas or a mixture of these is a blowout. BLOWOUT. Would you
call the 1994 Northridge earthquake a “minor quake or tremor”?  
PROVIDING DEDICATED CUSTOMER SERVICE TO THE IMPACTED
RESIDENTS OF THE COMMUNITIES SURROUNDING ALISO CANYON
• Our Community Resource Center and reimbursement processors and
community liaisons continue working diligently to respond to inquiries from
residents and to process reimbursement requests. Our process and pace for issuing
reimbursements continue to improve as we receive
feedback from the public.
The CRC is a joke. No one there has “decision making
authority” and if they don’t like what you say you are
thrown out. Mr. Arriola, is that very “neighborly”?
COOPERATING
WITH
REGULATORY
AGENCIES ON THEIR INVESTIGATION INTO
THE CAUSE OF THE LEAK
• Currently, the California Public Utilities
Commission Safety Enforcement Division (SED)
and the Department of Oil, Gas and Geothermal
Resources (DOGGR) are onsite at Aliso Canyon
investigating the cause of the leak. SED and DOGGR
have selected an independent third-party contractor
to conduct a root cause analysis.
Mr. Arriola I don’t understand the confusion as to
why this blowout occurred. You operated your facility
recklessly on equipment manufactured during World
War II. Do you think well casings (metal) last forever,
even under the best of circumstances? Are you unaware
that petro-chemicals are corrosive? Are you unaware
that corrosion could lead to cracks or holes forming in
the metal casings?  
DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A PLAN TO
MITIGATE THE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
OF THE LEAK, AT OUR EXPENSE – NOT AT THE
EXPENSE OF OUR CUSTOMERS.
• We are in the process of determining the actual
amount of gas released.
• We will honor our commitment to mitigate the
greenhouse gas emissions associated with the leak.
Mr. Arriola, it is common knowledge that there is no
such thing as a clean well. All wells leak. So how do
you plan to mitigate the continued poisoning of Porter
Ranch and surrounding communities?   The only way
is to shut the facility down permanently.
We believe strongly that actions speak louder
than words. To that end, we will continue to report
our progress on all these commitments. For nearly
150 years, SoCalGas has had a strong reputation for
service, safety and environmental leadership, and we
aim to maintain that track record. We will continue
to do everything possible to restore the public’s trust
in our company, and we are proud of the progress we
have made thus far – with more to come. That is our
commitment.

Sincerely, Dennis Arriola
“Actions speak louder than words”. We’re waiting
for our “neighbor” to stand up and do the right thing.
(Comments by both edited for brevity)
(Krowne and his family were relocated to
Thousand Oaks.)
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College Students Do Not
Get Their Money's Worth

W

By Phyllis Schlafly

hen I worked my way through college in the 1940s, tuition was $200 to
$250 a year. My children’s tuition was $2,000 to $2,500 a year, and my
grandchildren’s college education each cost $20,000 to $40,000 a year
for tuition alone.
College is so expensive that only about half of today’s college graduates think their
degree was worth the cost, according to a survey by Gallup-Purdue. The more debt
the student incurs, the more likely he is to doubt that he received his money’s worth.
The total amount of student debt in the United States is a staggering $1.2 trillion,
which exceeds even the annual discretionary spending of the entire United States
government, including military spending. College debt burdens more than 40 million
Americans, of whom more than 4 million are in default on their student loans.
Student loan debt is now more than 50 percent higher than total credit card debt
held by American consumers. Many students are saddled with more than $50,000 in
obligations upon graduation, without any good job prospects that would enable them
to pay down that debt.
While college costs have skyrocketed, the value of the experience has declined.
For example, free speech has become an endangered species at most colleges, and
conservative commencement speakers are almost unheard of at public universities.
				
*		
*		
*
New terminology is needed to justify the rampant censorship that is imposed
by liberals on college campuses today. A “safe space” is an area on campus
where conservatives are not allowed to speak freely, and a “trigger warning” is
an alert that something politically incorrect is about to follow.
Choice of a major can make a big difference as to whether the college
experience is a waste of time, or something that might lead to a good job.
Anthropology, Film, and Fine Arts are rated by Forbes magazine as three of the
worst college majors, and to those I would add Women’s and Gender Studies,
which not only fail to teach an employable skill but also mislead students into
disastrous ideologies.
Good majors can be pursued in Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM), but even there the future is not as rosy as it should be.
Employers tap into foreign labor in those fields, exploiting the H-1B visa and
other programs to hire workers who are bound to employers like indentured
servants, and more profitable than American college graduates.
There’s a shortage of good residency programs for Americans who graduate
from medical school, who are then unable to obtain the training necessary to
start their careers. Yet employers are bringing in foreigners to fill some of
those residency positions, which is bad policy for American physicians and
patients alike.
The big majority of students in college today are women rather than men, in
contrast with a generation ago. But many of those women will want to choose
careers of homemaking rather than 9-to-5 jobs in the workforce, raising
the question of whether it was worth it for them to incur debt of $50,000 or
more in going to college, debt that they cannot get rid of even by declaring
bankruptcy.
(Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst and author.)- Creators.com

Care to Share

Wealth is Created by G-d!

W

By Rabbi Yossi & Necha Spritzer, Chabad of Chatsworth

e generally don’t really appreciate that which we have until it looks like there’s a risk
of losing it. When you’re going through financial difficulties, that’s when you learn the
value of wealth. When sick or injured, that’s when you learn to value your health; and
you really appreciate the gift of family only after they’ve gone.
There is a special blessing to be said after surviving danger. One who has been sick, or
in another perilous situation, will come to the synagogue and say a blessing of gratitude at
the Torah. In Temple times they’d also bring a korban todah (thanksgiving offering), to show
their appreciation to Gd for saving them from danger. We make this public affirmation of thanks
because when you’ve nearly lost everything, you know how much you have to be grateful for,
and you wish to openly show your appreciation to Gd for His gifts and miracles.
The person offering a korban todah would also bring 40 large loaves of bread to the Temple,
following which the meat and bread would be taken home and eaten. The Torah warns that “it
shall be eaten on that day; leave none of it over to the next morning.”
There was no way that a single person, or even his extended family, could possibly consume
such a large amount of food in such a short amount of time; so, obviously they’d have to invite
their friends and neighbors over to join the meal. It is almost as if the Torah is forcing you to share
your simchahs with the community. You’d sit together in company, rejoicing in Gd’s blessings and
recounting over and over the story of your escape from danger.
However, more than just a way of publicizing your personal miracle, the act of inviting others
over to share in your bounty demonstrates the Jewish attitude to gratitude. When you have been
personally blessed, seek to share your blessings with others.
Your wealth is a gift from Gd—the jackpot won in the great lottery of life—and it
is your responsibility to make sure that everyone else is looked after. If you enjoy good
health, be thankful, and then actively seek to bring that comfort to other people who are
waiting for their own blessing.

UC Irvine Student Group
Mulls Legal Action
Against Violent
Anti-Israel Protesters
By Lea Speyer

I

f an internal investigation into last month’s violent, anti-Israel protest
at the University of California, Irvine (UCI) “sweeps the behavior of the
demonstrators under the table,” legal action will be pursued, the founder of
a grassroots, pro-Israel organization told The Algemeiner.
Ilan Sinelnikov, founder and president of Students Supporting Israel (SSI),
was referring to an aggressive protest, held by members of the local chapter of
Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and the Muslim Student Union (MSU),
against the screening of “Beneath the Helmet,” a documentary film that follows
the lives of IDF soldiers.
As reported by The Algemeiner, during their demonstration, the students
shouted “long live the intifada,” “f*** the police,” and “all white people need to
die.” Pro-Israel students in attendance at the screening, along with IDF veterans,
were barricaded inside the building, and though police were called, the protest
was allowed to continue.
Following the protest, UCI’s SJP issued a statement on Facebook, gloating
about how they had “successfully demonstrated against the presence of IDF
soldiers on campus.” The group accused Israel of enforcing policies of “Zionist
settler colonialism and military occupation of Palestinian land.”
According to Sinelnikov, police and campus officials are working to identify
the perpetrators. “The university is taking this very seriously, and may take
action against the student protesters, either suspending individuals or even
suspending SJP as a whole from campus. However, if that doesn’t happen and
the students are cleared, then we will be looking into filing police complaints
and/or lawsuits against the students,” he warned.
SJP, Sinelnikov said, “could do whatever they wanted without any
consequences for years. Now we are going after the students and those involved, so
they cannot continue disrupting and shutting down pro-Israel events.”
June, 2016
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LOCAL Events

Senior Dance

Councilmember
Mitchell
Englander,
L.A.
Department of Recreation and Parks, and the Kiwanis
Club of Northridge are proud to present the Aloha
Festival Senior Dance on Friday, June 3, 5:00 pm to 9:00
pm at Northridge Park Gymnasium, 18300 Lemarsh
St. Enjoy a night of dinner and dancing with the senior
members of our community. The weekend of the Senior
Dance, June 3, 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm and June 4 and
June 5, 10:00 am to 10:00 pm, community members are
also invited to sample delicious foods of the islands and
shop at traditional boutiques while enjoying the dances
and music from the islands of Hawaii, Tahiti, and
Samoa at the Aloha Festival and Family Festival of the
Arts at Northridge Park, 10058 Reseda Blvd. The event
will feature free children’s entertainment, activities
and crafts throughout the day. For more information,
call (818) 882-1212 or visit www.CD12.org

[RE]visit [RE]seda Blvd Art Series

Don’t miss out on the next installment of the
Reseda Blvd Summer Arts Series brought to you
courtesy of CJ Berina of Collective Lifestyle on
Saturday, June 4 and June 18, 5:00 pm to 8:30
pm. There will be an art walk featuring live painting,
crafts and art available for purchase, food trucks, and
live performances. Artists interested in participating
should contact Shane Ferguson at (818) 378-6810 or
email resedablvdsummerseries@gmail.com.

LAPD Car Show

The Los Angeles Police Department, Valley Traffic
Division and Valley Traffic Advisory Council is hosting
their 13thAnnual Car Show and Safety Fair on Saturday,
June 4, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at Warner Center Park, 5800
Topanga Canyon Blvd. in Woodland Hills. Free admission.
For more information, go to www.vtac-vtd.org.
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hall meeting will be held on Thursday, June 9, 6:30 pm at
Van Gogh Elementary School – Auditorium, 17160 Van
Gogh St. in Granada Hills. For more information, call
(909) 396-2432 or email publicadvisor@aqmd.gov.

Military Letter

The Daughters of the American Revolution is asking
for community help as they honor our military and
set a Guinness Book World Record at the same time.
Individuals may submit one letter each, envelopes must
not be sealed, and must include a greeting, message of
support/appreciation, and a signature. Letters should be
handwritten, include a return name and address, and
include first class U.S. postage. Community members can
drop off letters no later than Thursday, June 9. Drop
Off Locations: Councilmember Mitchell Englander’s,
Community Service Center, 9207 Oakdale Ave. Ste.
200 in Chatsworth OR at Vons, 9199 Reseda Blvd. in
Northridge. For more information, go to www.DAR.org/
WorldRecord or contact Beth at (818) 701-6889.

CD 12 Family Festival

Join Councilmember Mitchell Englander and our
generous sponsors, Toll Brothers, Coldwell Banker,
Farmers Insurance, Shapell Properties, and Northridge
Toyota, in celebrating our Council District 12 Family
Festival on Saturday, June 11, 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm at
Holleigh Bernson Memorial Park, 20500 Sesnon Blvd. in
Northridge. The event will feature two iconic LA bands,
a children and family stage, petting zoo, rock climbing
wall, zip line, KidSpace Museum, face painting and is free
to the public. Shuttle services are available throughout
the day from the dirt lot on the corner of Corbin and
Rinaldi. For more information, call our office (818) 8821212 or emailRon.Rubine@lacity.org.

HeArts and Crafts Faire

The Granada Hills Baptist Church is hosting a Hearts
and Crafts Faire on Saturday, June 11, 10:00 am to 4:00
Porter Ranch Library
The Porter Ranch Library book discussion pm at 10949 Zelzah Ave. The event is free and open to the
group invites you to share in a literary enjoyment on public. For more information and to become a vendor, all
Saturday, June 4, 10:00 am at 11371 Tampa Ave. The (818) 360-2104 or emailinfo@granadahillsbaptist.org.
June book is The Burgess boys, a fiction novel written
Museum of the San Fernando Valley
by Pulitzer Prize winning author Elizabeth Strout. For
The Museum of the San Fernando Valley is hosting an
more information, call (818) 360-5706.
exciting opportunity for the public to explore rare midcentury modern architecture designed by icons Donald
Ride On Therapeutic Horsemanship
The grand opening of Ride On’s Education and Palmer and William Krisel. There will be a walking tour
Therapy Building will include very special guests, of the historic Woodland Hills housing tract followed
Harrison Ford and Councilmember Mitchell Englander, by an on-site VIP cocktail reception, exclusive tour and
as they officially open and dedicate the beautiful new presentation at Richard Neutra’s historic Baldwin House
building on Saturday, June 4, 5:00 pm at 10860 Topanga on Saturday, June 11, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm (Reception
Canyon Blvd. in Chatsworth. Join Ride On for fun equine -4:30 pm to 7:00 pm). Address and parking locations will
demos including their wonderful riders, a silent and be available with ticket purchase. For more information
live auction, live music from Luis Villegas and dinner, and to purchase tickets, click here or call (818) 347-9665.
drinks and desserts. For more information contact
4th Annual Ride the “COLT”
Sara@RideOn.org or call 818.512.8481. Exciting event
Join the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council during
sponsorship opportunities are available and tickets can the 4th Annual Chatsworth Orange Line Tour, Ride the
be purchased from their website www.RideOn.org.
COLT, bike rally and health walk on Sunday, June 12,
9:00 am, starting at Chatsworth Train Depot – Parking
Coffee with the Captain
Join the Los Angeles Police Department for a cup of Lot A, 10040 Old Depot Plaza Rd. This family friendly
coffee and a chance to meet your Senior Lead Officers event allows participants to walk up to 8 miles and cycle
and Devonshire Division’s Patrol Captain Bryan Lium up to 19 miles while exploring local bike infrastructure,
on Thursday, June 9, 9:00 am at Devonshire Park, 10250 businesses, and neighborhoods. For more information,
Etiwanda Ave. in Northridge. For more information, go to www.RideTheColt.com. West End Art Walk
The West End Art District, in collaboration with the
call (818) 832-0633.
Chatsworth Fine Arts Council, presents the 5th Annual
SCAQMD Town Hall
West End Art Walk, on Sunday, June 12th, from 11am –
SCAQMD will host a follow-up meeting regarding 6 pm at 21800 Devonshire. Art Walk will feature: Inside
concerns expressed by community members at the town galleries, Arts & Crafts booths, live music, children’s art
hall meeting held on April 21 on air quality and odor activities. Free admission, www.westendartdistrict.com
issues related to Sunshine Canyon Landfill.The town or 818 772-1639.
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LOCAL Events Continued

9420 De Soto Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311

Valley Philharmonic Spring Concert

Reserve/Pay Online
@
EZStorageonline.com

Come and enjoy your Valley’s young musicians in a Spring Concert for the
whole family, led by distinguished Conductor, Dr. Henry Shin on Sunday, June
12th, 7:00 PM at In-Christ Community Church, 19514 Rinaldi St. in Northridge.
$10 Ticket Donation. For advance discount tickets contact Jackie at 213-4584618 or jackiek818@juno.com, http://valleyphil.org

YMCA Kids to Camp

Join the North Valley Family YMCA during the 27th Annual Kids to Camp
Golf Tournament on Monday, June 13, 9:00 am at Porter Valley Country Club,
19216 Singing Hills Dr. in Northridge. Proceeds from the golf tournament will
provide scholarships to our young and at-risk campers and will support the yearround camping program for more than 1,200 campers. For more information,
call (818) 368-3231 or go to www.ymcala.org/nv.

LAPL Summer Reading

For the first time, the Los Angeles Public Library (LAPL) is offering a
Summer Reading Program tailored for adults, ages 18 and older. This program is
in addition to the Summer Reading programs available for children and teens.  To
participate, sign up on-line or at your local LAPL branch library by June 13th.
You can also win a free book bag (while supplies last) by completing eight easy
steps on a game card and returning it to the library by August 13.     

Free Movie Matinee

On Thursday, June 23, at 1:30 PM a free showing of “The Danish Girl” will
be held in the Chatsworth Library Community Room. Parents should be advised
that this movie is rated R. The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street.
Light refreshments will be available. Go to chatsworthfriends.org or call (818)
341-4276 for more information.

SFV Rose Society








The San Fernando Valley Rose Society welcomes visitors and members to
their Annual Auction of roses and plants and a potluck luncheon on Saturday,
June 25, 2016. This event will be held at the Wilkinson Senior Center at 8956
Vanalden Ave. in Northridge from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  This event is free, but
please bring a potluck dish to share for lunch. Call Janet Sklar at 818-337-9970
for more information.

Seated Yoga

The Chatsworth Library holds a free seated yoga class every Wednesday at
10:30 AM. The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street. Call (818) 3414276 for more information.

Landscaping Classes

The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power is offering a series of classes
for customers and professionals alike to learn techniques for creating droughttolerant landscaping. Information about the academy classes can be found at
www.ladwp.com/LAOLA .

Square Dance

The Farmers and Charmers Square Dance club is having their annual open
enrollment for Beginning Square Dance: Sundays, Sep 11, Sep 18 and Sep 25. Dale
Hoppers, our Caller, teaches “Line Dance” from 6:30 till 7 and “Square Dance”
from 7 to 9 pm at the Wilkinson Center 8956 Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. Come
to one of our three open enrollment classes for FREE, after that it is $6 donation
at the door to pay for the caller, rent and insurance. No experience needed. Check
out our website at www.farmersandcharmers.com or http://www.meetup.com/
Learn-to-SquareDance-in-Nothridge/ or call Terry Parks at 818-996-0974 for
further information.

Deadline for Non-Profits

Open 7 days a week
Low Pricing!
Locker to Garage Sizes
Moving Supplies Available
Several Payment Options
Insurance available

Call Now !
(800) 657-0513

SUMMER

Dynamic and engaging
summer learning
experiences for
grades 1-12

Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month.
Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@
hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

2016

Online Registration Now Open
www.chaminade.org/centerforexcellence

P

lummer Park Apartments is opening the waiting list and
accepting applications for 1 bdrm elderly/disabled
subsidized apartments.

A

pplications can be obtained as follows: In person Mon
- Fir 9am - 1pm at 17051 Plummer Street Northridge
Ca. 91325 or by calling (818) 701-9554

E

ligibility Requirements: Applicants must be age 62 years

or older or disabled. All applicants must meet applicable HUD
eligibility requirements, including, but not limited to, the following
low income limits for 2016 (including income from all assets.

Low income 80% Very low 50%
1 person 48,650 1 person 30,400
2 person 55,600 2 person 34,750
ll completed applications must be returned to the address
above and placement on the waiting list will be determined
by eligibility and the date and time the application was
received.

A
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#1 IN
CALIFORNIA,
#1 IN AMERICA,
45 LOCATIONS
TO SERVE
YOU!

ROOM
PACKAGE EVENT!

NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER!!

TAKE AN EXTRA $100 OFF ALL 14 PIECE AND 24 PIECE PACKAGES!!
TAKE AN EXTRA $50 OFF ALL 14 PIECE CASUAL DINING AND
4 PIECE HOME OFFICE COLLECTIONS!!

1
4
20
PIECE

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 20 MONTHS*

24
20

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 24 MONTHS*

plus

OFF

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740

NOW
HIRING!
Sales
Associates

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 6/7/2016 to 6/20/2016.
Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 20 months. Minimum monthly payments required.
See below for details.

ROOM PACKAGE

%

MONTHS

NO DOWN PAYMENT

OR

plus

‡‡

MONTHS

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 6/7/2016 to 6/20/2016.
Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 24 months. Minimum monthly payments required.
See below for details.

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605
in Long Beach
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA 92562
951-894-7988

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

NO DOWN PAYMENT

OXNARD
Located in the Market
Place at Oxnard Shopping
Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
OXNARD
Located in the Market Place
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

SANTA ANA
Located in the
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
714-558-5300
SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across From Sam’s Club
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

*Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt
qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 20 or 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase
date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period,
rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase
within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to
those balances.
§See store for details. ‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy
Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages
and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many
times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every
precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on
display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or
PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather
in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2016 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: June 7, 2016. Expires:
June 20, 2016.
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