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CityWatch LA

“
Eden Memorial Cemetery
To Settle Lawsuit
A

judge gave preliminary approval to an eight-figure settlement of a lawsuit brought by
nine people who alleged mass disturbances of graves at a Jewish cemetery in Mission
Hills.
Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Daniel Buckley’s action puts an end to a trial
involving Eden Memorial Park Cemetery.
The 67-acre cemetery opened in 1954 and its assets were acquired in 1995 by SCI
California Funeral Services Inc., co-defendants in the lawsuit with Service International
Corp. Comedians Groucho Marx and Lenny Bruce are among those buried there.
Defense attorney Steven Gurnee said the accord calls for his clients to pay $35.2 million
with no admission of liability. He said the resolution of the case came because the plaintiffs’
lawyers reached “a range that made economic sense.”
However, lawyer Michael Avenatti, who represents the nine named plaintiffs, said the
settlement involves about $80 million. He said he expects Buckley to give final approval of the
accord on May 15.
The settlement will provide for a fund that allows class members to exhume and
remove  loved ones from Eden Memorial Park for free and receive a full refund of all amounts
paid to Eden for plots, goods and services, Avenatti said.
The fund will also provide the class members, who have pre-purchased unused graves,
to receive a full refund of all monies paid to Eden, according to Avenatti.
The remainder of the settlement fund will be divided on a per-grave basis among the
class members who submit claims during the claims period, Avenatti said.

				
*		
*		
*
In addition, the settlement will require the defendants to institute substantial corrective
measures to prevent the alleged wrongful conduct from occurring in the future, Avenatti
said.
In his opening statement, Avenatti said that for 25 years Eden Memorial Park
management “repeatedly desecrated graves, broke outer burial containers, damaged coffins
and mishandled human remains.”
The nine plaintiffs represent a class of an estimated 25,000 Eden clients and family
members who collectively spent almost $100 million for services over a quarter of a century,
Avenatti said.
Many of the remains were placed in a section of the cemetery known as “the dump,”
Avenatti alleged.
Avenatti said the class period extends from February 1985, when SCI acquired the
cemetery, until the filing of the lawsuit in September 2009. The class members were induced
to choose Eden Memorial Park instead of other burial grounds they would have selected had
they known about the alleged misconduct there, according to the plaintiffs’ attorneys.
The lawsuit alleges that SCI and its employees purposely desecrated hundreds of Jewish
graves and improperly disposed of human remains and bones.
Attorneys for the plaintiffs have estimated damages at more than $500 million.
The lawsuit alleges that groundskeepers were repeatedly instructed by cemetery
management to secretly break outer burial containers with a backhoe and remove, dump
and/or discard the human remains - including human skulls - in so-called “spoils piles” in
order to make room for new burials.
New graves were then placed over the areas where the discarded remains were placed,
Avenatti alleged.

Will We Have a
Pension Tax?
By Jack Humphreville

A Time for Truth,” the January report issued by Mickey Kantor’s LA 2020
Commission, indicated the City was shortchanging its two underfunded
pension plans by at least $400 million a year because of its reliance on the
overly optimistic investment rate assumption of 7.75%.  
According to the City, its two pension plans are underfunded by $10 billion,
meaning they are only 74% funded.
If a more realistic investment rate assumption of 6% is used, the unfunded liability
soars to at least $17.5 billion, representing a funded ratio of only 60%. This raises
questions as to the plans’ long term sustainability and their ability to honor their
pension obligations to our City’s employees.  
If the City were to amortize this debt-like liability of $17.5 billion over the next
15 years, the annual payment would be about $1.6 billion, $1 billion more than the
current amount allocated for amortizing the $10 billion unfunded liability. This
massive differential implies that the City is once again “cooking the books” by
relying on an unreasonably long 30 year amortization for a considerable portion
of this liability.
Lowering the investment rate assumption to a Warren Buffett recommended
6% will also increase the “normal cost” or annual payment by a guesstimated
$100 million.
Overall, this implies an underfunding of over $1 billion a year, or 20% of the
General Fund budget.
				

*		

*		

*

As one of its recommendations, the LA 2020 Commission should endorse the
Pension Stabilization Plan contained in San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed’s proposed
ballot measure, the Pension Reform Act of 2014. This would require all California
“government agencies with pension plans whose funding levels fall below 80% to
publish a report each year detailing the funding status of the plan and outlining
specific actions that would allow the plan to achieve 100% funding” in 15 years.
Unfortunately, pension reform has not been a topic of discussion for the
Budget and Finance Committee chaired by Paul Krekorian since it might upset
the campaign funding leadership of the City’s unions.
Rather, it appears that City Hall is relying on the not so deep and already
strained pockets of the DWP Ratepayers, businesses, homeowners, and the voters
to fund this gap.  
The DWP will be proposing a $1 billion increase in our water and power rates
over the next four years. By 2018, this will result in a $160 million annual transfer
of the Ratepayers’ hard earned money to City Hall through the payment of the
opaque (and questionably legal) 8% Transfer Tax and the 10% City Utility Tax.
In November, the City is planning to hold our streets and sidewalks hostage
to a $7 billion ransom/tax to fund the repair of our streets and sidewalks that
have been shortchanged to fund the $1.5 billion increase in salaries, benefits, and
pension contributions for our City employees.
And finally, several members of the City Council and their staff have seriously
discussed – naturally behind closed doors and definitely not for attribution - a
$400 million a year Pension Tax for the 2016 ballot that would increase our real
estate taxes by yet another 10%.
Before the City even considers any tax increases, whether it is to ransom our
streets and sidewalks or to fund its pension plans, the City Council and the Mayor
must earn our trust and confidence.
Until then, forget about it.

PRNC Election Result
T

he unofficial vote tabulation of the March 1 Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council election for five board seats:

* 1. Eric Nam 374
* 2. Alex Kim 340
* 3. Ashiley Lee 315
* 4. Anthony Park 309
* 5. Cindy Lee 282

6. Al Cohen 159
7. Mel Mitchell 153
8. Cheri Derohanian 131
9. Dick Rippey 104
10. Matt Wildstein 87
11. Armando Nunez II 80
12. David Duran 75

13. Maha Batta 64
14. Bright Aregs 51
15. Ed Parada 44
16. Irwin Cohen 43
17. Cindy Wu Freedman 38
18. Francisca Barros 36
19. Dave Anton 35
20. Jesse Garcia 26
21. JFrancisco Ayala 19
22. Sanaz Aminian 15
23. Jason Hector 13

* Elected

From the Right

LA Observed

Red Tells the Story:
California Drought
Still Big and Bad
By Kevin Roderick

Five Years Later:
How’s that
Wreckovery Working Out?

F

By Michelle Malkin

ive years ago, President Obama promised the sun and the moon and the stars. That
was when he signed the $800 billion “American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.” The
President called it “the most sweeping economic recovery package in our history.” He
promised “unprecedented transparency and accountability.” He claimed the spending would
lift “two million Americans from poverty.” Ready for the reality smackdown?
The actual cost of the $800 billion pork-laden stimulus has ballooned to nearly $2 trillion.
At the time of the law’s signing, the unemployment rate hovered near 8 percent. Obama’s
egghead economists projected that the jobless rate would never rise above 8 percent and
would plunge to 5 percent by December 2013. The actual jobless rate in January was 6.6
percent, with an abysmal labor force participation rate of 63 percent (a teeny uptick from
December, but still at a four-decade low).

*

O

n this map above of precipitation so far during the water year that
began Oct. 1, red is bad — under 25 percent of normal. Those splotches
of darkest, scary red you see out in the lower desert and a few other
places — that means under five percent of normal. This is after the heavy
rainfall last month in Northern California. Orange areas are creeping up
toward 50 percent of normal. Better, but still not green or blue.
Another way to view the situation is on this drought monitor map from
NOAA. The blanket of red across much of Califronia marks the area of
extreme drought. The brown swath is classified as “exceptional drought.”
You can check out both maps larger and with their explanatory legends at the
California Weather Blog, which notes the likely return of the Ridiculously
Resilient Ridgeof high pressure that the blogger named earlier in the state’s
current epic dry cycle.

(This story written prior to the recent storms)

O

*

*

Five years after the Recovery Act, 10.2 million people are out of work. The number of
able-bodied Americans who have simply given up looking for work or are “not in the labor
force (but) who currently want a job” has exploded. By some estimates, a record 90 millionplus people are hopelessly sitting on the sidelines.
The unemployment rate for black Americans is 12.1 percent: nearly double the national
rate. The Obama campaign excoriated President George W. Bush when it exceeded 10
percent under his watch. The black teen jobless rate is now a whopping record 38 percent.
Some 50 million Americans remain below the poverty level. And 47 million are now on food
stamps, a third more than when Obama first took office in the halcyon days of Hope and
Change.
After $150 billion in stimulus and other spending on green energy boondoggles, what
does the White House have to show for it? According to The Green Corruption Files blog, 32
Obama-backed environmental firms have gone bankrupt as of February 2014. These include
crony-clogged Solyndra at a cost to taxpayers of $535 million; Beacon Power, $240 million;
Abound Solar, $400 million-plus; Fisker Auto, $529 million; A123, $250 million; ECOtality,
$100 million; and Ener1, $118.5 million. In addition, 22 other Obama green energy projects
are now in dire financial trouble.
Unprecedented transparency? Section 1513 of the Recovery Act required the White
House to submit a progress report every three months. Last year, blogger Doug Powers
noted: “Under their own guidelines, the administration should have released 14 of these
reports by now, but they’ve only submitted eight of them for public review.”

TAKING UP THE TORCH

n February 4, 2014, Toll Brothers, Inc. closed escrow on the residential portion of Shapell Homes, obtaining
approximately 5,200 home sites in established California communities, including Porter Ranch. In addition to the real property,
Toll Brothers absorbed about 100 Shapell employees, many of whom have spent the majority of their careers building this
community. Shapell Properties retains the commercial assets including Porter Ranch Town Center, the two medical office buildings,
the Porter Ranch Development Company/Coldwell Bank building and several parcels slated for future commercial use.
Holocaust survivors Nathan Shapell and Max Webb and Nathan’s brother David started S&S Construction in 1955 which, over time,
became Shapell Homes. In 2013, when it came time for the family to handpick a successor, who better than another family business with a
sterling reputation like Toll Brothers?
Toll Brothers was started in 1967 by brothers Robert and Bruce in
“With this acquisition, we look forward to many more years
Chester County, Pennsylvania. The brothers focused on building
of success as we enter our third decade serving the residents
luxury homes with Bruce doing the bookkeeping and Robert taking
of coastal Northern and Southern California.”
care of the legal side of the business. Starting with a plot of land
Robert I. Toll
given to them by their father, the Toll brothers slowly expanded out
of the Northeast to Washington, D.C. and, in the mid-1990s, into
California. Now Toll Brothers is the nation’s premiere luxury home builder and recipients of the building industries most prestigious awards:
America’s Best Builder from the National Association of Home Builders, the National Housing Quality Award and Professional Builder
magazine’s Builder of the Year Award—twice.
The Porter Ranch team, comprised of new and familiar faces, is honored and excited to take up the Shapell torch. For more information about
Toll Brothers, please visit our website at www.TollBrothers.com.
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Palestinians: We

Don’t Want Peace
With Israel!

A

Special to the Valley Voice

ccording to Bob Dylan, “You don’t need a weatherman to know which way the
wind blows.” But despite all the huff and bluster from Palestinian “president”
Mahmoud Abbas and his Palestinian Authority cronies confirming that they
don’t want peace with Israel, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry has ignored
them.
Indeed, undeterred by the Arabs’ foot-dragging, obstinacy and outright
hostility, Kerry has obsessively shoved the latest peace negotiations down the
throats of both Israel and the Palestinians.
Now, just before Mr. Kerry could unveil his shiny new “framework” for an
Israeli-Palestinian peace, the Palestinians have made it perfectly clear---even
clearer, if that’s possible---that they have no interest in Mr. Kerry’s plan or, for
that matter, in peace.
Abbas recently issued a set of red lines for peace that negate every stipulation
the U.S. and Israel have requested in a peace deal, thus killing it before Kerry
could even issue his precious framework document. These include:
—Total Israeli withdrawal from all territories captured by Israel in 1967 (and
that Israel do so within 3-4 years)
—The Palestinians will not be required to recognize the Jewish state
—East Jerusalem (presumably including the Western Wall and the Jewish
quarter) will be designated as the capital of a Palestinian state
—The release of all Palestinian prisoners held by Israel irrespective of their
crimes
—Resolution of the refugee issue following the U.N. General Assembly
Resolution 194 (which in 1949 the Arab states rejected, which Israel couldn’t
accept because it wasn’t yet a state, and which in any case, like all GA resolutions,
has no binding effect)
It is this last point - the so-called “right of return” - upon which the Palestinians
have been unyielding for decades. They want a Palestinian state and they want
millions of their people to be able to “return” to Israel, which would swamp Israel
demographically and put an immediate end to the Jewish state. In other words,
what’s mine is mine, and what’s yours is mine.
Let’s not forget that when Resolution 194 was adopted, the refugees were real,
living refugees by the standard definition. Today, those Arab refugees still alive
number perhaps 35,000-50,000. Let’s not forget either that this definition has been
perverted so that the Palestinians now claim a refugee is any descendant - including
grandchildren and great-grandchildren without end- of the original Arabs who fled
in 1949 from the land that is now Israel.
Suffice it to say, the overwhelming majority of these descendants have never set
foot in Israel, so they cannot possibly “return” to it.
A recent article by the courageous Israeli-Arab journalist Khalid Abu Toameh,
slaps us awake to the utter futility of John Kerry trying to negotiate peace with
the Palestinians. Toameh reports on the latest over-the-top outrage put out by
representatives of the Palestinian refugees, who now claim rights for up to eight
million Palestinians to settle in Israel. They condemn Mahmoud Abbas for even
suggesting that he has the authority to negotiate their future.
- Jim Sinkinson,
Vice President, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)

What can Scarlett Johansson
teach John Kerry and
the Palestinians?

D

ear Editor:
Zionists the world over cheered Scarlett Johansson’s rejection of charity
Oxfam’s demand that the actress dissociate from Israeli-owned SodaStream,
whose main factory is in the West Bank, just east of Jerusalem.
Ms. Johansson did what Secretary of State John Kerry hasn’t had the guts to do:
In resigning from Oxfam, she forcefully rebuked the boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) movement against Israel. Her commercial for SodaStream aired as planned
during the Super Bowl.
Mr. Kerry, rather than condemning the BDS movement, has recently been using it
as a club, predicting more boycott campaigns against Israel if the Jewish state doesn’t
knuckle under to U.S. demands.
Kerry in effect wants Israel to compromise her security in the interests of a peace
deal with the Palestinian Authority, which would give the Secretary a feather in his
cap (and perhaps a Nobel Peace Prize).
The only problem with Mr. Kerry’s calculus is . . . the Palestinians.
Rather than accept the reality of Israel---and the powerful potential of the
Jewish state to help the Palestinian people thrive, as SodaStream does its hundreds of
Palestinian employees---the Palestinian Authority continues to demand conditions for
peace that would destroy Israel.
This illustrates the crux of Israel’s problem in reaching a peace deal with the
Palestinian Authority in general---the PA’s steadfast refusal to accept the existence of
the Jewish state.
Recent reports assert that Israeli and Palestinian negotiators have reached
preliminary understandings on dozens of conflict issues, but if the Palestinians are not
willing once and finally to withdraw their claims to “all of Palestine, from the river to
the sea,” there’s little point in continuing John Kerry’s peace-talks charade.
Best Regards
- Jim Sinkinson,
Vice President, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)
March, 2014

ADL To Kerry: “Your
Threats Destroy
Peace Talks”

T

By Tova Dvorin

he Anti-Defamation League (ADL) issued a strongly-worded letter protesting the
boycott threats against Israel from US Secretary of State John Kerry.
Kerry’s comments at the Munich Security Conference last month have sparked
an immense backlash from the Israeli government. He said then, “today’s status quo
absolutely, to a certainty, I promise you 100 percent, cannot be maintained. It’s not
sustainable. It’s illusionary,” Kerry stated. “There are talk of boycotts and other
kinds of things. Are we all going to be better with all of that?”
The full text reads:
Dear Mr. Secretary:
We are writing to you at this moment with great respect for the exemplary and
devoted efforts you are putting in to try to move peace forward between the Israelis
and the Palestinians.
We regretfully read of your comments in Munich. In speaking about the price
Israel will pay if the peace talks break down and Israel is blamed, you may have
thought you were merely describing reality. But as the key player in the process, the
impact of your comments was to create a reality of its own.
Describing the potential for expanded boycotts of Israel makes it more, not less,
likely that the talks will not succeed; makes it more, not less, likely that Israel will
be blamed if the talks fail; and more, not less, likely that boycotts will ensue. Your
comments, irrespective of your intentions, will inevitably be seen by Palestinians and
anti-Israel activists as an incentive not to reach an agreement; as an indicator that if
things fall apart, Israel will be blamed; and as legitimizing boycott activity.
What is particularly troubling about your comments is the absence of similar
tough talk about the consequences for Palestinians should the talks fail. We make
this comment not in search of some theoretical balance. Rather, its absence suggests
a historical amnesia about why there has been no peace and no solution all these
years. Israel always must be willing to compromise for peace and at different times
it is not unreasonable to ask Israel to do more.
				
*		
*		
*
But the core of the conflict was and remains Palestinian unwillingness to accept
Israel’s legitimacy and permanence as a Jewish state. That is why the Palestinians
rejected the 1947 partition, that is why they rejected recognizing Israel after the 1967
war, and that is why Israeli offers at Camp David in 2000 and Annapolis in 2008 were
rejected or allowed to go unanswered. It is Palestinians who must hear the message
that not only has their rejectionism been the major obstacle to peace, but it has also
been the main source of their suffering and misery over the years. It is time for them
to make the qualitative leap toward peace and acceptance of the legitimacy of the
Jewish state.
It is encouraging that reportedly in the talks you are raising these matters with
the Palestinians. Your comments in Munich, however, threaten to undo all this by
ignoring the historic compulsion of the Palestinians to look for ever new reasons and
incentives to reject the Jewish state. Concerns of the kind you expressed therefore
would have been better left unsaid or at most discussed in private conversations with
Israeli representatives.
We wish you continued success in moving this process forward. We urge you to
understand, however, that those who are most against peace are the ones who will
benefit the most from the unintended encouragement in the comments you expressed
in Munich.
- Abraham D. Foxman, ADL National Director

No to Iran Contracts

T

he Los Angeles City Council took steps to bar companies that do business in
Iran’s energy industry from bidding on city contracts.
The council voted 13-0 to require companies seeking a contract with the city
to fill out an affidavit assuring that they comply with the Iran Contracting Act of
2010, which prohibits companies that have done at least $20 million worth of business
with Iran’s nuclear, petroleum and natural gas industries from bidding on state and
local contracts of $1 million or more.
The statewide ban is aimed at placing pressure on Iran to halt efforts to arm itself
with nuclear weapons. It was put in place by legislation authored by Councilman Bob
Blumenfield and City Attorney Mike Feuer, who both previously served in the state
Assembly.
City officials said the city does not appear to be engaged in contracts with any of
the banned companies identified by the state.
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Another $40 Million
DWP Ratepayer
Rip Off

O
CityWatch LA

Attack of the Public
Self-Servants
By Odysseus Bostick

F

irst Senator Rod Wright finally gets convicted of voter fraud after five years of trial delays.
Then this massive corruption case surrounding State Senator Ron Calderon and family is
beginning to unfold before us. This is nothing new.
As the details of the Calderon scandal are elucidated, we will say and hear, over and over
again, that this stuff has happened before and it’s just part of the culture. Or we will talk about
the need to enact some law or require something that will act as a deterrent. Worse than that, you
might hear people defend corruption, confusing personality with public good. Trading the good
for the bad, so to speak, and this one didn’t do anything that these others blatantly got away with,
or … so on.
But those are just the things we say to rationalize our refusal to demand more; more action
from ourselves, from our neighbors, from our family, and from our government. These scandals
should be enraging and we should judge our own inactions harshly.
But what is most likely, sadly, is that we will sink further into our jaded, cynical funk. And this
negative outlook – albeit completely warranted – only functions as a lubricant for the corruption
to perpetuate the system. And none of this will change until we stop letting them do it. Until then,
our public self-servants will continue to exploit the system we have created.
Who is the public self-servant?
He is the political ambulance chasers who can seemlessly pivot from one adamant stance to
the next as long as there is a crowd. She is the candidate who stumps for rigid and nonspecific
ideology when the community needs specific solutions for real world problems. It’s not just the
elected official lining his pockets with bribes in pay to play systems, but it’s also the one who
capriciously jumps from one office to the next better thing before completing a term because it
benefits his career.
We created the public self-servant, though. We did it through our complacency when we
didn’t vote. Or when we didn’t research the candidate. Or when we relied on one news source,
Fox News or MSNBC, to do our thinking for us. Or when we slid into rigid ideology and refused to
challenge people from our own parties. We did it when we supported a candidate’s personality and
refused to challenge that candidate to state, publicly, what her solutions are to our most profound
problems. We did it when we succumbed to the theatrics of her ideological stance instead of
demanding to hear specifics on how she will fix our economy.
Nothing will ever change until we stop looking the other way, until we become diligent
participants in the election process, until we remain involved in the government that we elect,
or until we start puncturing through the glib answers we know in our gut is political bs. These
(Continued on page 6)
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By Jack Humphreville

ver the last ten years, the Ratepayers of our Department of Water
and Power have been hit up for over $40 million to fund the Joint
Safety and Training Institutes, IBEW Union Bo$$ d’Arcy’s less
than transparent slush funds designed to pay for his local’s pet projects,
organizing activities, travel expenses, and salaries of his henchmen.  
Now it is the solar lobby’s turn to tap the Ratepayers’ wallets.  
Last month, the politically appointed DWP Board of Commissioners
unanimously approved the third round of Feed-in-Tariffs where DWP will
be obligated to purchase the output from 20 megawatts of solar power
for the next 20 years at the fixed rate of 15 cents per kilowatt hour. This
commitment will cost DWP an estimated $109 million.
However, according to the Ratepayers Advocate, this fixed rate
of 15 cents is 75% over the market price of 8.5 cents. This means that
Ratepayers are going to be stuck footing the bill for an extra $45 to $50
million, all for the benefit of the politically wired solar lobby and its tax
oriented investors.  
Overall, the fixed price Feed-in-Tariff program for 100 megawatts of
local solar power, the brain child of Mayor Villaraigosa, will end up costing
the Ratepayers about $250 million more than if power were purchased
at the market value of 8.5 cents, a rate that has been approved by the
California Public Utilities Commission.
				

*		

*		

*

As an alternative, the Ratepayers Advocate recommended that DWP
match the CPUC price of 8.5 cents and increase the capacity from 20 to 35
megawatts of stated capacity. So for the same amount of money, we would
have 75% more solar energy and 75% more jobs would be created, facts
that seemed to be lost on the Sierra Club and the other environmental
advocates.
DWP does not need any more controversy. It has been on the front
page too many times this year, especially given that it will be requesting an
over the top 25%, $1 billion increase in our water and power rates over the
next four years.
We have the on-going saga of the IBEW Union Bo$$ d’Arcy thumbing
his nose at Controller Ron Galperin as Ron attempts to get greater
transparency on the use of $40 million of Ratepayer money at the Joint
Safety and Training Institutes.
DWP is also having major league problems with its new Customer
Information System as it is churning out bills that bear no resemblance to
reality, resulting in a revenue shortfall of more than $300 million.
This mess has also highlighted DWP’s abysmal customer service.  
Ratepayers have also seen their water rates skyrocket by almost
30% due to a more than $200 million increase in purchased water from
Northern California as supplies from Owens Valley have been diverted by
an over-zealous regulator who has cost DWP almost $2 billion.    
With increases in our water and power rates that will be double or
triple the rate of inflation, with the City continuing to hit up Ratepayers for
over $1 billion a year, with the proposed $7 billion tax increase to fund the
repair of our third world streets and sidewalks, with a $250 million budget
deficit, and with the upcoming recommendations of Mickey Kantor’s LA
2020 Commission, Eric Garcetti and the Herb Wesson led City Council
will need the trust and confidence of the Ratepayers and voters.  
As for now, who trusts City Hall?
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You don’t need luck to find a great doctor.
You just need our address.

PORTER RANCH PLAZA

19950 Rinaldi St • Porter Ranch, CA 91326 • (818) 403-2400

David Chien, M.D.
Pediatrics

Elise Kwon, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Ali Goharbin, M.D.
Family Medicine

Susan Kranzpiller, M.D.
Family Medicine

Michael Nelson, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Alaleh Sareh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Tanya Falkowski, M.D.
Pediatrics

Richard Landers, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

open to existing patients only

JOINING US THIS SUMMER:
Bhavana Arora, MD - Pediatrics

Join Facey Medical Group at any time.
Swtiching to a Facey doctor is easy and usually only requires a call to your health
insurance company if you have an HMO or EPO insurance plan. Ask your insurance
company how you can switch today. Visit our website at facey.com/insurance for a
list of the health plans that we currently contract with or call us at (818) 837-5755.

Facey patients are well-connected.
You can use FaceyConnect online services to schedule appointments, view lab
results, request medication refills and more whenever or wherever you happen to be.
All you need is internet access. You can sign up for FaceyConnect by speaking with a
receptionist at any Facey office. You can learn more online at www.faceyconnect.com
or by asking us the next time you visit.

Porter Ranch Plaza
19950 Rinaldi St
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
(818) 403-2400

Mission Hills

11333 N Sepulveda Blvd
Mission Hills, CA 91345
(818) 365-9531
Urgent Care Available Here

Northridge

18460 Roscoe Blvd
Northridge, CA 91325
(818) 734-3600

NOW OPEN!
Tarzana Ob-Gyn
18460 Clark St
Tarzana, CA 91325

www.facey.com/more • twitter.com/faceymedical
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An Unnecessary
$7 Billion Tax to
Repair LA’s Streets
and Sidewalks
By Jack Humphreville

O

ver the last decade, one of the ways our fiscally foolish City Council financed the $1.5
billion increase in salaries, benefits, and pension contributions was by shortchanging
our streets and sidewalks. So today, our streets are the worst in the nation and over
40% of our sidewalks are in a dangerous state of disrepair.
To remedy this problem, the City Council is considering issuing $4.5 billion in bonds,
of which $3 billion will be used to repair the one-third of our streets that are in a failed or
near failed condition. The remaining $1.5 billion will be allocated to restore 4,600 miles of
busted sidewalks.
To service these bonds, the City is considering a 30 year, $7 billion tax. This “revenue
enhancement” will increase our property taxes by up to $400 million, a 10% bump, and will
average $230 million over the next 30 years.
But a new tax is not necessary.
In conjunction with our Department of Water and Power’s anticipated $1 billion, four
year rate hike, the City expects to extract an extra $200 million a year from Ratepayers by
2018 through increases in the 8% Transfer Fee/Tax and the 10% City Utility Tax.  
This is more than enough to service the interest and principal repayments on the $4.5
billion of bonds.
				
*		
*		
*
The City is also projecting an additional $500 to $600 million in budget revenues
over the next five years, excluding any increases in DWP related taxes. These conservative
revenue projections are also more than enough to service the $4.5 billion bond offering.
However, as was the case with Proposition A, the permanent half cent increase in our
sales tax that was rejected by the voters in March of 2013, the Herb Wesson led City Council,
the campaign funding unions, real estate developers, construction magnates, self serving
lobbyists, and the rest of the Downtown LA establishment will be in our faces, supporting
this massive tax increase, holding our streets and sidewalks hostage to their exorbitant
ransom demands.
In reality, since all the money goes into the same pot, this ill conceived tax increase
will be used to finance union demands for higher salaries and more restrictive work
rules; sweetheart real estate deals for the likes of AEG, the $64 billion Westfield Group,
and Millennium Hollywood; numerous $1 a year leases for campaign contributors; the
unilateral phase out of the Gross Receipts Business Tax; and other below the radar screen

March, 2014

pet projects.
Before proceeding with any bond offering, the City must also develop a comprehensive
plan that addresses the management and independent oversight of all of our 6,500 miles of
centerline streets, 800 miles of alleys, and 10,750 miles of sidewalks with the goal that they will
be in good to excellent condition not only within 10 years, but for succeeding generations of
Angelenos.
The voters of Los Angeles will more than likely approve a $4.5 billion bond measure to
fund the comprehensive repair of our streets, alleys, and sidewalks.  
But if this bond measure is accompanied by a $7 billion tax increase that requires a twothirds approval, these same voters who will reject this ill conceived tax.   
The reason is very simple. The voters do not trust City Hall.  

Attack of the Public Self-Servants
(Continued from page 4)

are the actions we must start taking, for the shadows forming at the edge of our passivity
are the breeding grounds for corruption.
I hold out hope for a government that serves its people. I refuse to accept that
corruption is inevitable and you should do the same.
Only when we return to an era in which we demand that our public officials actually
are steadfast community servants; only when real people demand to be taken seriously,
and only when we as a community set aside our star-struck approach to our mayors and
governors and Senators, only when we have the confidence to demand purity of character
in our government, only then will we stop fostering the kind of corrupt environment
public self-servants thrive within.
Until then, we should start setting up a corruption trial season at the end of every
legislative session. That way we can streamline judicial resources and save the taxpayer
a little money.
(Odysseus Bostick is a Los Angeles teacher and former candidate for the Los Angeles
City Council.)
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Southern California
Has Aging Issues
By Joel Kotkin

B

ack in the 1960s, and for well into the 1980s, California stood at the cutting edge of
youth culture, the place where trends started and young people clustered. “The
California teen, a white, middle-class version of the American dream” raised in a
world of “suburbs, cars, and beaches,” notes historian Kirse Granat May, literally shaped
the national image of youth, from the Beach Boys and Barbie to Gidget.
In those times, California, particularly the Southland, was literally becoming ever
younger, as more families and migrating 20-somethings moved in. The beaches of Southern
California, so attractive to youth, evoked a care-free, athletic, somewhat hedonistic culture;
California also was the place where young people, free from the traditional constraints of
places East, felt free to innovate, in everything from music and board shorts to the earliest
PCs.
Yet today, you increasingly have to color California, particularly Orange and
Los Angeles counties, a pale grey. Once evocative of youth, almost mythically so,
these counties are aging far faster than the national average. From 2000-12, notes
demographer Wendell Cox, the average median age of Los Angeles and Orange County
residents rose by 10 percent, almost twice the national rate and well above the 6.6
percent rise for the state overall.
This aging trend will continue, if current conditions remain in place. One recent USC
study predicts that the Los Angeles area, due in large part to declining immigration, will
continue aging rapidly. In the next two decades, the study projects, Los Angeles County will
gain 867,000 senior citizens and have 630,000 fewer residents younger than 25.
Southern California right now is not experiencing much youth migration.
Hollywood, great weather and the beaches are still all here – in a climate enhanced by a
greater cultural diversity – but young people still are not moving here in droves. From
2007-12, this region ranked a mediocre 31st in migration by 20-somethings. Overall, we
are losing millennials, while other regions, such as Washington, D.C., Houston, Denver
and Austin, Texas, are luring them.
				
*		
*		
*
Perhaps even more troubling, the region also ranks 47th for migrants in their prime
child-bearing years and 32nd in terms of newborns. If not for the Inland Empire, which
does markedly better with the 30- and 40-something groups, Southern California would be
starting to look like a multicultural version of supergrey Japan. A recent report for theU.S.
Conference of Mayors projected that, by 2042, Los Angeles will rank 58th of 70 U.S. regions
for population growth, with the slowest growth of any major city in the South or West.
This low youth migration combined with a steady erosion of the key parental cohorts,
suggests that rapid aging could soon replace rambunctious youth as the region’s greatest
demographic challenge.
An ever-shrinking percentage of families and young workers is not good for the local
economy. It deprives local companies of both new employees and an expanding customer
base. Older people may be great for lower crime rates and filling hospitals, but not so much
for the overall economy, as they often do not work and tend to consume less than younger
people.
Why is this occurring, and can anything be done to address this descent into regional
senility? One answer lies in the region’s high housing prices. The L.A. area’s median multiple
– the ratio of home price to a homeowner’s annual income – is now more than twice that of
more economically dynamic regions like Houston, Austin, Dallas, Atlanta, Nashville, Tenn.,
and Phoenix.
This price pressure has sharply reduced opportunities for young couples to buy
houses, while older residents, often working into their sixties, seventies or even eighties,
stay in their homes, further reducing opportunities for the next generation. Mortgage
applications have fallen dramatically in recent months, after some signs of resurgence. It’s
now largely investors who are holding the market up.
In Southern California, the combination of inflated house prices and weak job growth
means not only that fewer young people are coming but, once here, they are having fewer
babies, or will move once they take that plunge.
The premature aging of this region represents an existential challenge, a harbinger of
further, long-term decline. Unless addressed by policies that reignite economic growth and
expand opportunities, the youthfulness of this region will exist merely a cherished myth,
seen in old sitcoms on Nickelodeon but increasingly not in our neighborhoods.

Regulations Sought
on E-Cigarettes

T

he use of e-cigarettes - often called “vaping” - would be banned at
bars, nightclubs, restaurants and some other public areas under an
ordinance approved by a Los Angeles City Council committee.
The Arts, Parks, Health, Aging and River Committee unanimously
advanced an ordinance that prohibits e-cigarette smoking at farmers
markets, parks, recreational areas, beaches, indoor workplaces such
as bars and nightclubs, outdoor dining areas and other places where
tobacco smoking is restricted.
E-cigarettes, battery-powered devices that enable users to inhale
a nicotine-laced vapor, have been marketed as smoking-cessation
aids, but some city and public health officials say not enough is known
about the effects of chemicals contained in the liquids.
The regulation, which now goes to a vote by the full 15-member
City Council, was approved despite protests from more than a dozen
e-cigarette users, e-cigarette retailers and vapor bar owners.

Expert advice

from your local community insurance agent.

(Joel Kotkin is executive editor of NewGeography.com and Distinguished Presidential Fellow
in Urban Futures at Chapman University.)

Homeless Families’ Plan

AUTO
HOME

T

he Board of Supervisors voted to expand a program providing a combination of
crisis intervention, emergency shelter, mental health care and housing services
to homeless families.
The program - which combines three previously independent efforts – is
designed to specifically address the problems of homeless children.
“This is a program that I’ve been involved in for more than 10 years and it
was really tough to get through the board the first time,” Supervisor Gloria Molina
said. “Many people were critical and claimed that I was criminalizing poverty.”
The program, dubbed the Homeless Family Solution, was first piloted on Skid
Row and will now be expanded across the county. It is a collaborative approach
that reaches across various county departments to offer supportive services, like
mental health and substance abuse treatment, alongside housing alternatives.
“We tend to work in silos,” Molina said.
Advocates told stories of families pulled off the streets and successfully
integrated in the community.
“Something really awesome is going on ... we’re moving from trying to address
programs and deciding to begin to address these issues as a system,” creating
better solutions, said Kirkpatrick Tyler, program director for the Weingart Family
Solutions Center.
According to a 2013 homeless count cited by the county, there were 7,391
homeless family members that year.
Funding will be allocated geographically based on the number of homeless in
any given area.
March, 2014
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From the Right

Obama’s War on the
First Amendment
By Phyllis Schlafly

W

hen President Barack Obama said he planned to “fundamentally transform” the
United States, he wasn’t referring only to spreading the wealth around or even to
conforming our foreign-trade regulations to the dictates of globalist busybodies. He
is also working openly and covertly, through administrative regulations and supremacist
judges’ decisions, to transform us into a sanitized secular nation.
The cutting edge of Obama’s war on religion will come into public view on March 25,
when the U.S. Supreme Court will hear oral arguments about the Obama administration’s
attempt to force private companies, such as Hobby Lobby, to cover abortion-inducing
drugs for their employees, even though the company’s owners are morally opposed to
them. Hobby Lobby has courageously stood up for its religious principles against this
requirement despite the threat of fines of $1.3 million daily for not complying with this
Obamacare mandate.
Another company, Conestoga Wood, has also stood up against this suffocating
infringement on freedom of religion by Obamacare. The Supreme Court will hear both
cases on the same day.
Hobby Lobby is a prime example of America as a land of opportunity. The familyowned company was started in 1970 with a $600 loan and garage workshop. Today, it
boasts 588 stores in 47 states and 13,000 full-time employees.
The owners are devout Christians who treat their employees extra well, donate a big
hunk of their profits to charity, and are closed on Sundays. The issue being addressed in
the Supreme Court case is the Obama administration’s attempt to force Hobby Lobby’s
owners to provide abortion-inducing products that violate their religious beliefs.
				
*		
*		
*
Hobby Lobby’s owners are not demanding for these products to be banned or that
anyone (including employees or customers) be prohibited from buying or using them. Hobby
Lobby’s owners just do not want to insure items that violate their moral principles.
This same Obama argument is already being used against adoption service providers
and against Catholic hospitals. But all that is only the beginning of Obama’s direct attack
on religion.
Will all denominations be ordered by some judge to recognize same-sex marriages?
Will churches that refuse an order to conform be hit with steep and ongoing fines, like the
fines that threaten Hobby Lobby, or be denied tax exemption? Make no mistake; we are in
a war for religious liberty.
One of Obama’s famous lies is: “If you like your health insurance, you can keep it.”
We can now almost hear him saying, “If you like your religion, you can keep it.” But just
as Obamacare lets you keep your insurance only if it complies with obnoxious federal
regulations, Obama wants you to be able to keep your religion only if you speak your words
of faith behind closed doors, and only if you pay tremendous fines to the government. That
doesn’t meet any recognized definition of our First Amendment’s “free exercise” of religion.
Since Obama became president, two other groups have joined his anti-religion
campaign, the military and the public school system.
Obama has made it clear that he doesn’t want any expression of religious faith in any
public place, including buildings or schools or events.
When the Founding Fathers wrote “free exercise” of religion into the Constitution,
they meant public as well as private exercise. Most of the famous people in American
history talked openly about their faith and religion, and public expression of faith in God
and religious principles by America’s leaders has been part of our history and culture since
the beginning.
(Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst and author of 20 books.)
					
- Creators.com

I

Jury “Nails” Staples

n what an attorney says is the largest award of its kind in Los Angeles legal history, a
66-year-old man was awarded $26 million by a jury that found he was discriminated
against and harassed based upon his age by his supervising managers at Staples.
A Los Angeles Superior Court jury found in favor of Bobby Nickel. The panel
awarded him $3.2 million in compensatory damages and more than $22.8 million in
punitive damages.
Bobby Dean Nickel, 64 when he lost his job, was hired by Corporate Express
in August of 2002 as a facilities manager. Staples Contract and Staples Inc. acquired
Corporate Express in 2008.
For nine years, Nickel received positive job reviews, according to his Los Angeles
Superior Court lawsuit, filed in March 2012.
Because Corporate Express’ pay scale was higher than that of employees hired
by Staples, Nickel alleged in his complaint that his mangers wanted to discharge older,
higher paid employees.
Nickel’s complaint also stated that he was a regular butt of jokes at staff meetings
and was referred to as “old coot” and “old goat.”
After he refused to resign when prompted to by a manager, he underwent a
series of false accusations and increasing levels of harassment from co-workers and a
manager, including being suspended for taking a bell pepper worth 68 cents from the
company cafeteria, according to the lawsuit.
A receptionist told Nickel she was ordered by management to provide a false
statement about Nickel’s conduct but she refused to do so, according to the lawsuit.

Chatsworth Hills
Academy

   Judge Refuses
Pre-Trial Release
for Man Who Beat Stow
at Dodger Stadium

O

ne of two Rialto men who pleaded guilty to the 2011 beating of San Francisco
Giants fan Bryan Stow outside Dodger Stadium was ordered held in federal
custody pending trial on firearms charges, with a judge calling him a flight risk
and danger to the community.
Marvin Norwood is facing federal charges of being a felon in possession of firearms.
Investigators serving a search warrant at Norwood’s home before he was arrested in
July 2011 for the Stow assault allegedly located firearms and live ammunition hidden in
an attic.
Despite a recommendation from pre-trial services staff for a bail release, U.S.
Magistrate Judge Frederick F. Mumm determined that “no condition or combination
of conditions” could ensure Norwood’s appearance at future court dates.
A post-indictment arraignment was scheduled for March 13.
Norwood, the judge said, had failed to appear in court in a state case about five
years ago and has a history of violent offenses dating back to 2006, including convictions
for the Stow beating, felony spousal abuse and disturbing the peace.
Norwood, shackled at the wrists, ankles and waist and wearing white jail clothing,
did not speak at the hearing. An imposing man, his neck and arms covered in tattoos,
Norwood towered above three other defendants who were also brought to the ninth
floor courtroom for detention hearings.
“His lengthy history shows his danger to the community,” Assistant U.S. Attorney
Max Shiner told the court.
To illustrate the “senseless nature” of the Stow assault, Shiner called to the stand
the Los Angeles Police Department detective who investigated the case.
“It was a two-part assault,” Detective Barry Telis said, describing Norwood
and beating co-defendant Louie Sanchez raining kicks and blows on Stow as he lay
unconscious in the stadium parking lot after the Dodgers’ opening-day win over the
Giants three years ago.
March, 2014

Helping Children Learn,
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to contribute $315 million (7.2%) and $257 million (5.9%) to the Cit
total of $573 million (13.1%) of the General Fund’s revenues.

L

Los Angeles County Announces
“Sweeping Reforms” to
Retiree Healthcare

os Angeles County could save up to $840 million on retiree healthcare over the next 30 years, based on a deal
reached with labor groups.
Supervisor Don Knabe said the county currently pays about $488 million every year to cover healthcare
costs for retired employees. Reforms - to which the last in a series of county unions agreed last month - represent
the most significant reductions to retirement obligations in more than 35 years, Knabe said.
“We had a responsibility to mitigate spiraling retiree healthcare obligations for future employees, while
still providing a level of retiree healthcare that is both sustainable and fiscally responsible,” Knabe said.
Currently, the county covers 40 percent of healthcare costs for any employee with 10 years of service, with
that percentage ramping up at the rate of 4 percent a year, until costs are 100 percent covered after 25 years of
service. Upon a retiree’s death, benefits are extended to spouses, domestic partners and children.
“The county was on the hook paying for healthcare for people who had never even worked for the
organization,” Knabe said.
The new labor agreement provides medical coverage for retirees only and Medicare-eligible retirees will
be required to enroll in Medicare. The same vesting and years of service formulas will apply. The reforms will
affect only new employees hired on or after July 1.
“Over the last several years, our labor partners were essential to helping the county weather the recession
by sacrificing raises and cost of living increases. I’m grateful that labor has stepped up once again,” Knabe
said.
In exchange, the county agreed to cover increasing healthcare premiums for existing employees.
The LACERA Board of Retirements still needs to approve the reform proposals.

*

*

*

However, there are two troubling issues with Measure

The first is that the ballot measure is not written in “Plain English
by the Securities & Exchange Commission, Arthur Levitt, and Warr
the Ratepayers and voters are buried in legalistic, bureaucratic and cha
which requires a special decoder ring. It also allows our political elites
when they want to change the rules.
The second issue is that Measure J does not reform DWP’s lax
that rely on the controversial standards developed by the Gover
Standards Board rather than the more rigorous standards that are ap
held companies like Southern California Edison and Pacific Gas & Elec
One major difference is that DWP would be required to carry it
liability on its balance sheet. This liability would also be determined b
values of the pension plan’s assets (not the actuarial value that allow
“market value corridors”) and an Investment Rate Assumption that is m
reality.
In DWP’s case, the advertised liability of $1.6 billion would incr
based on market values, and that liability would increase to over $3.5
lower Investment Rate Assumption. This would imply a funded ratio of
liability would also include the liabilities associated with post retiremen
Of course, Measure J may be an academic exercise if the 8% Po
determined to be subject to a popular vote pursuant to Proposition 26 t
November 2 by the California voters. According to the Los Angeles T
being studied by the City’s lawyers.

In the meantime, Vote Yes on Measure J.

Three Linked to Glendale Clinic
Convicted in $20 Million
Health Care Fraud Scheme

T

hree people linked to a Glendale medical clinic - including a doctor who was bribed to let his name be
used thousands times on bogus prescriptions - were found guilty of federal charges related to a $20 million
scheme to defraud Medicare and Medi-Cal.
The convictions stem from the first case in the nation alleging an organized scheme to defraud government
health care programs through fraudulent claims for anti-psychotic medications, according to the U.S. Attorney’s
Office.
Dr. Kenneth Johnson, 47, Nuritsa Grigoryan, 49, and 32-year-old Artak Ovsepian were found guilty of
health care fraud conspiracy, aggravated identity theft, conspiracy to misbrand pharmaceutical drugs, making
false statements to the federal government and conspiracy to use other persons’ identification documents to
further the scheme.
A fourth defendant, Artyom Yeghiazaryan, was acquitted by the federal jury in downtown Los Angeles.
“The scope of the fraud was breathtaking,” U.S. District Judge S. James Otero said, adding that the
defendants “preyed upon the poor (and) used them as pawns.”
Evidence showed how the operators of Manor Medical Imaging in Glendale operated a clinic authorized
to make claims to Medicare and Medi-Cal, employed an unlicensed medical practitioner to write bogus
prescriptions using an American doctor’s name and license number, and had close relationships with pharmacies
and a fraudulent drug wholesale company that were used to funnel prescription drugs back to the pharmacies
participating in the scheme.
The scheme generated fraudulent billings of more than $20 million, of which Medi-Cal and Medicare paid
more than $8 million, prosecutors said.
Otero is scheduled to sentence Grigoryan and Ovsepian on June 9, and Johnson on June 30.
All three defendants face a mandatory sentence of two years in federal prison. Johnson and Grigoryan face
up to 30 additional years in federal prison, while Ovsepian could be sentenced to 35 years more.

H
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L.A. Council Members Want $15.37
Minimum Wage for Hotel Workers

T

hree Los Angeles City Council members have called for raising the minimum wage to $15.37 an hour
for about 11,000 hotel workers in the city.
The California minimum wage is $8 an hour and is set to go to $9 in July and $10 by 2016. Voters in
cities such as Long Beach and San Jose have opted in recent years to raise the local minimum wage above
the state’s for all or some workers. San Francisco, which in 2003 pegged its minimum wage to inflation,
requires employers to pay workers at least $10.74 an hour.
City Council members Mike Bonin, Nury Martinez and Curren Price Jr. asked for a study of the effects
of increasing the hourly wage for some of the lowest paid hotel workers in the city, including housekeepers,
dishwashers, clerks and bellhops.
The raise would affect employees at 87 hotels with more than 100 rooms.
If the economic study supports the hike, an ordinance would be drafted, according to a proposal to be
discussed by the City Council’s Economic Development Committee.
Los Angeles city leaders are allowed to adopt local minimum wage increases as long as an economic
study is done, and it shows the city would benefit from the change, Bonin spokesman David Graham-Caso
said.
A higher minimum wage in Los Angeles can also be adopted without a study if it is approved by voters,
he said.
Council members point to existing research by the Economic Policy Institute that says raising
hotel  wages would result in more than $70 million for Los Angeles’s economy.
“We’re doing this because it’s the right thing to do for people who work two and three jobs and still
struggle to make ends meet,” and “because it’s the right way to grow the economy in Los Angeles,” Bonin
said.
A person paid $15 an hour makes about $30,000 annually, which “doesn’t get you very far if you’re
trying to exist in Los Angeles,” Bonin said.
March, 2014
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LOCAL Events
world. March 6-May 4; The Antaeus Company, 5112
Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood CA 91601; $15-$34;
Shepherd Sports presents a free Basketball Clinic (818) 506-1983; www.Antaeus.org. Join us on Facebook
with current UCLA Head Woman’s Basketball Coach, at www.facebook.com/AntaeusTheater or follow us on
Cori Close. Cori and her team will be running a free Twitter @AntaeusTheater.
basketball clinic for girls only ages 6-14 in the Shepherd
Dancing into the Future
Gym Saturday, March 15th at 10am. Come work on your
basketball skills with one of the nation’s leading woman’s
Our Community School presents “Dancing into the
basketball coaches. This once in a lifetime opportunity Future,” a fun-filled evening that includes dinner, dancing,
is brought to you by UCLA Basketball and Shepherd and a live & silent auction on Saturday, March 8, 6:00 pm at
Sports. For more information, visit shepherdsports.org. Knollwood Country Club, 12024 Balboa Blvd. in Granada
Shepherd Sports Basketball Club will be staging their Hills. To purchase your tickets or to find out more information
spring season tryouts. We are opening the invitation to all please visit us atwww.ourcommunityschool.org or contact
basketball players ages 9 - 14 to come and try-out for one Ilia Jauregui, Development Director at community@
of our teams the week of March 3rd. Shepherd Basketball ourcommunityschool.org or (818)350-5000 ext. 218.
Club is currently made up of teams that train and compete
Topanga Police Station
at the highest AAU competitive level. Shepherd Basketball
supports girls and boys teams in each age group 9U, 10U,
Bring the family out and take a tour of the Topanga
11U, 12U, 13U and 14U. For more information on dates Police Station at their Annual Open House and Child
and times you can visit our website at ShepherdSports. Stranger Safety Seminar on Saturday, March 8 from
org or contact the sports office at 818-831-9333 x128.
10:00 am to 1:00 pm. If you have young children, or are

Shepherd Sports in Full Gear

Shepherd Sports Youth Basketball Academy starts
March, 4th and runs for 12 weeks. Our Basketball training
Academy is designed for players ready for the next level.
All coed players ages 5-16 are invited to join us in the
Shepherd Gym for an intense basketball training session.
Our Basketball Academy runs in conjunction with our
Basketball Club Team System. Please visit our web-site
for details on times, dates and weekly training regiments.
Come Train With Us! www.ShepherdSports.org
Shepherd Sports Youth Soccer Clinic begins on
Saturday, March 22, 2014, for five Saturdays in a row.
This Clinic is set to teach the fundamentals of soccer and
build on player skills in shooting techniques, passing,
foot control, game tactics, rules and conditioning. This is
for coed players, ages 5- 13. To sign up, please visit our
website at www.ShepherdSports.org

CERT Training
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Training will be held every Monday from March 3rd to
April 15th, 6:45 pm – 9:00 pm at Rockpointe Clubhouse,
22350 Devonshire St. in Chatsworth. This Program
educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards
that may impact their area and trains them in basic
disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search
and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical
operations. There are limited spaces. To sign up, please
email okhelp@icloud.com.

Northridge Park Spring Camp
Northridge Park is offering a Spring Camp for
those needing care for their children during the 1
week spring break vacation from school. Camp dates
are April 14-18.
Camp hours are from 7:30am6:00pm. Registration begins Monday, March 3rd. For
more information please feel free to call the Camp’s Main
Office at (818) 349-0535. Northridge Recreation Center is
located at 18300 Lemarsh St.

an involved family member, bring them along to learn
about what you can do to help them learn about safety
around strangers. Topanga Community Police Station
is located at 21501 Schoenborn St. in Canoga Park. For
more information about the open house and the seminar
please call (818)756-4800.

Unity Church of Chatsworth
Unity Church of Chatsworth is looking forward
to seeing you at the next Quarterly Interfaith Prayer
Brunch on Sunday, March 9th from 12:15 to 3:00 p.m.
at Porter Valley Country Club, 19216 Singing Hills
Drive in Northridge. Keynote Speaker will be, Michaelle
Washington, RN, MSN on “Is Happiness Found in a Pill?”
Sunday Service is at 10:30 a.m. prior to the Brunch.  As
in the past there is no charge for the Brunch. RSVP by
March 5th either by email (unitychurchofchatsworth@
yahoo.com) or telephone (818-914-1955).

challenging curriculum, military frame work, and
emphasis on physical fitness provide students with the
academic and leadership skills necessary for college and
career success and a foundation for lifelong health and
well-being. 818-368-1557.

Earth Day Celebration
A free family event, celebrating Earth Day will be
held at the Chatsworth Nature Preserve on Sunday, April
6, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. For more information please visit,
www.SaveChatsworthNaturePreserve.com.

PRCS Golf Tournament
PRCS (Porter Ranch Community School) is hosting
their Second Annual Golf Tournament on Friday, May,
2, at Porter Valley Country Club in Northridge to raise
money for their technology program. Galpin Ford is one
of the sponsors and they are giving away a car. There
will be other giveaways (like weekend getaways) and
several ways to win smaller items. We are also still
looking for sponsors, vendors and donations. If golfing is
not your sport, you can join the dinner, dance and silent
auction starting with the social hour at 5:00 pm at $50
per guest. To register, please visit the school website at
PorterRanchCommunitySchool.org.

Classic Chevy Car Show
A Southern California tradition continues with
the Classic Chevys of Southern California Club’s
announcement that their 32nd annual Classic Car
Show will take place Sunday May 4, 2014 from 7:30am3:00pm. Held at the Rancho San Antonio Boys Town in
Chatsworth, California as part of a Boys Town community
open house event, proceeds from the car show and its
various raffles benefit the Boys Town organization.
For more information and/or for those wanting to preregister their classic cars and participate in the upcoming
car show, an official registration form can be obtained at
www.YesterdaysChevrolet.com.

Ride On Open House
Ride On Therapeutic Horsemanship will be holding
an Open House and Pancake Breakfast to give the
community an opportunity to learn more about the services
that it offers to children and adults with special needs on
Saturday, March 15, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at 10860 Topanga
Canyon Blvd. in Chatsworth. The event and the pancake
breakfast is free and public are encouraged to attend. For
more information on the Open House or the programs that
Ride On offers please visit www.rideon.org.

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by
the 20th, for the following month. Send word document to
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. No phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter
Local Events Coordinator

Academy of Arts & Sciences

Website Launch

Come support the Valley Academy of Arts & Sciences
Imagine IT Web Design & SEO launches www.
PTSA annual Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, March 15
SecurityGuyRadio.com.
Chuck Harold, a client for 10
from 7:00 am – 11:00 am at 10445 Balboa Blvd. in Granada
years
and
liaison
for
many
web development projects,
Hills. For tickets or donations please contact Jennifer
Toney atzumabeach9@yahoo.com or call (818)262-1158. contacted Imagine It to build a professional website
presence that is clean & simple to navigate to effectively
promote his new Security Radio Show and Consulting
New Horizons Seminar
REACH sponsored by New Horizons will be holding Services. What better way to promote a radio show than
See “Gravity” Free
a discussion about Depression and Healthy living on to feature a promotional video as center-stage on the
See Gravity for free on Tuesday, March 4, 1:30pm - Wednesday, March 19, 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm at Sam’s Café, homepage? It looks & works great. It also demonstrates
3:00pm at Granada Hills Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. The 15725 Parthenia St. in North Hills. For more information the hosts’ security consulting background, knowledge &
experience.  
movie was recently nominated for an Academy award for please contact New Horizons at (818)894-9301.
best picture and is starring Sandra Bullock and George
Here are a few highlights...
Republican Women’s Club Meeting
Clooney, both as astronauts involved in the mid-orbit
Interactivity - A simple lead capture with dual purpose
destruction of a space shuttle and their attempt to return
Teresa Trujillo will discuss the Commom Core to encourage comments from visitors and allow them to
to Earth. For more information please call 818-368-5687. public schools project during the afternoon session of the join the mailing list is co-featured with the YouTube video.
meeting of Canoga Park-West Hills Republican Women Also, simple forms are strategically placed to stimulate the
Chatsworth Library Book Club
on Wednesday, March 19 at Porter Valley Country Club desired interaction with visitors, such as Be Our Guest,
The Chatsworth Library Book Club will in Northridge,. John Morris, candidate for Assessor, will Cold Cases & Record Your Own Show.
meet Wednesday, March 5 from 1:00pm - 2:30pm be the afternoon speaker. The meeting will be held from
Quality Content - Thanks to the Blog Page, Consulting
and every first Wednesday of the month in the Meeting 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The public is invited to attend and a
Room of Chatsworth Library located at 21052 Devonshire reservation is needed. Luncheon cost is $26.50. To make a Services Pages, Radio Show Archive & Video Blog, lots
of quaity content is readily available to keep visitors
St. Their discussions are fun and insightful. The books can reservation, call 818-884-5261.
interested & engaged. The slideshow chronicling Chuck
be ordered from the library. This month’s book is “And
Friends of the Northridge Library
& Paul’s back-story is a bonus on that page and adds a
the Mountains Echoed” by Khaled Hosseini. For more
information please call 818-341-4276.
The Friends of the Northridge Library needs help personal touch.
moving boxes of books to be sorted, displayed for sale,
eCommerce - The Store page allows visitors to
Meditation for Beginners
and stored now through Monday, March 31. If you have purchase products featured on the Radio Shows.
A free weekly class for those interested in meditation time, are willing to help, and are strong with a good back,
Social Media Integration - The Video Blog with links
will be held on Wednesday, March 5, 5:00pm - 6:00pm please contact us at friends.nrlibrary@gmail.com or 818
to YouTube and easy to find links to Facebook, Google+,
at Mid-Valley Regional Library, 16244 Nordhoff Street in 886-3640. The library is located 9051 Darby Ave.
Twitter, LinkedIn & YouTube accounts help people keep
North Hills. You will learn basic principles and techniques
connected with their favorite Social Media site.
Tulsa Elementary Book Drive
of seated meditation, walking meditation, and chanting
Website Management - Chuck has signed up for
meditation. The practice of these meditations will help
Come support Tulsa Elementary Library by donating
you stay balanced and focused throughout your daily your books. You may drop off the books at Councilman the Website Management program to help him add new
life. For registration, call 818-893-8894 or email sfv@ Mitch Englander’s District Office in Chatsworth or at features, keep the website content current & fresh.
wonbuddhism.org.
Tulsa Elementary now through Monday, March 31. Tulsa
Jared Gerber will be the featured speaker on
Elementary is at 10900 Hayvenhurst Ave. in Granada The Security Guy Radio on March 10th at 7pm -- the
The Antaeus Company
Hills. For more information please contact Julie Castillo show will cover general Internet Security topics such
Antaeus. L.A.’s classical theater ensemble kicks off at 818-422-0279.
as creating safe passwords, privacy while browsing,
its 2014 season with a fully partner-cast production of
preventing identity theft, safe online shopping tips &
North Valley Military Institute
the Obie Award-winning comedy by Caryl Churchill. An
protecting customer information for website owners. Feel
insightful commentary on bourgeois feminism, this bold
Come visit the North Valley Military Institute during free to contact Jared at 800-569-2260 or email us with
and ingenious work offers one of theater’s most honest their open house on Saturday, March 29, 1:00 pm – 4:00 any questions at press@imagineit.com.
portraits of what it means to be a woman in the modern pm at 18851-A Rinaldi St. in Granada Hills. The NVMI’s
March, 2014
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L.A. Minimum Wage
Studied

A

Los Angeles City Council committee ordered a study of the economic effects of raising the
minimum wage to $15.37 for hotel workers in Los Angeles.
The Economic Development Committee directed city staff to report back to the panel,
which was proposed by City Council members Mike Bonin, Nury Martinez and Curren Price Jr.
The raise would affect about 11,000 employees - such as housekeepers, dishwashers, janitors
and bellhops - at hotels with more than 100 rooms not covered by union contracts.
A study of the economic effects is required before an ordinance can be drafted to increase the
hourly wage.
Representatives of the hospitality industry and business community raised concerns that the
proposed wage increase would cost jobs.
Mark Davis, general manager of the Hilton Los Angeles/Universal City, pointed to a report he
read that indicated a similar minimum wage increase at hotels near the Los Angeles International
Airport led to the loss of 67 jobs.
“Make sure the study that you do is thorough,” Davis told the committee.
Representatives from the Hotel Association of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Area Chamber of
Commerce, Central City Association and the Valley Industry and Commerce Association, also
expressed concerns that jobs would be slashed.
Supporters of the wage increase argue that people who are paid higher wages will have more
to spend in their local community.
Council members point to research by the Economic Policy Institute indicating that raising
hotel wages would result in more than $70 million for Los Angeles’s economy.
Bonin told the panel that Westfield, which runs shopping centers, is in support of the $15.37
minimum wage.
Price said after the meeting that the $15.37 minimum wage would “not only help us lift
thousands of hard working families out of poverty,” but also benefit “scores of local business
owners and entrepreneurs.”
The California minimum wage is $8 an hour and is set to go to $9 in July and $10 by 2016.
Voters in cities such as Long Beach and San Jose have opted in recent years to raise the local
minimum wage above the state’s for all or some workers.
San Francisco, which in 2003 pegged its minimum wage to inflation, requires employers to
pay workers at least $10.74 an hour.

City Overtime Pay Rises
by $70 Million in 2013

C

ity employees were collectively paid $377.59 million in overtime in 2013, a $70 million
increase from the previous year.
Controller Ron Galperin updated his ControlPanelLA website with breakdowns
that show overtime pay, bonuses, health care and other extra compensation paid to or on
behalf the city’s 57,379 employees.
Firefighters collected the most overtime, about 38 percent of the total, or $141.92
million, in 2013. That averages out to $42,865 for every sworn employee.
The Los Angeles Fire Department issued a response to the audit’s finding, noting that the
department’s ``constant staffing’’model requires emergency response job vacancies be filled in
the event of an individual calling in sick orbeing on a scheduled vacation.The department is often
required to pay overtime to an individual to fill the position.
The department has had 726 sworn members leave since July 1, 2008. The department’s
first class of firefighter recruits in five years enrolled on Jan. 27. The ongoing hiring of new
firefighters will reduce the significant reliance on overtime staffing, according to Battalion
Chief Stephen Ruda.
Department of Water and Power collected the second-most overtime, totaling $129.02
million. That averages $12,544 for every DWP employee.
The airport, police and transportation department employees were the other top
groups in terms of overtime pay.
City wages, including overtime, were $4.5 billion in 2013.
Galperin said city officials should look into how “hiring freezes” have affected
overtime pay.

LA Observed

Rich of the World Once Again
Investing in LA Homes
I

By Kevin Roderick
’m not sure that Los Angeles’ hillside and beachfront homes ever stopped being safe and desirable
places for the world’s richest 1% to park their wealth, but Bloomberg News says the trend is alive and
well. “California mansions are being bought by Chinese families, foreign tycoons and U.S. celebrities
as a hedge against currency and stock market disasters or the vicissitudes of politics,” says a story
tagged Bloomberg Luxury. “Many investors pay in cash and don’t live in the homes themselves.”
Blue Jay Way, a street that inspired a Beatles song, snakes above Los Angeles, lined with
glassy mansions that jut like diving boards from earthquake-prone cliffs. One of the houses, a midcentury bungalow with an oval pool and a panoramic vista of the Los Angeles basin, rents for $27,000
a month. The owner, who lives in London, paid $2.25 million, or $835 a square foot, two years ago for
the three-bedroom, three-bath home.
“This is a very safe investment,” Tyrone McKillen, an agent with Beverly Hills based brokerage Hilton & Hyland Real Estate Inc., said as he walked through 1505 Blue Jay Way. “It’s all about the
view.”
While the cliffside properties seem perfectly perched for a Hollywood disaster movie, they’re
the equivalent of “safety deposit boxes” for wealthy global investors, according to Jonathan Miller,
president of appraiser Miller Samuel Inc....
The money is flowing here,” Jeff Hyland, president of Hilton & Hyland, an affiliate of Christie’s International Real Estate that completed sales on $1.9 billion in homes last year, said in a telephone
interview. “London’s a place to park your money and grow your business. L.A. they look at as a yearround playground because of the weather and the beach and Hollywood.”
Also this: A record number of California homes sold for $2 million or more last year, up 33
percent from 2012 to at least 7,383 deals. That’s per DataQuick, Bloomberg says.
March, 2014
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Be In The Know With
The Porter Ranch
Online Community

re you part of the Porter Ranch community? About a thousand people
have liked the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council on Facebook and are
part of our online community and you can too. This is an easy way to stay
abreast of hyper local news and weigh in on current issues.
The PRNC has expanded its outreach beyond its fact filled website prnc.
org, email blasts, and phone calls in recent months to include Facebook and
Twitter. This extraordinary outreach coupled with the increasingly significant
impact the Council has had in the community on land use issues, bike lanes
and traffic, resulted in the Council having 22 people run for 5 seats in the
recent elections. Working with Porter Ranch school principals helped reach a
passionate audience of parents who also signed up to run.
The election was held on Saturday, March 1. The results are expected
to be certified and new board members sworn in at the April 1 meeting. The
meeting will also have as guest speaker, Ralph Combs, Manager, Corporate
Development, The Termo Company. Termo is proposing to drill up to twelve
new oil and gas wells as an extension of their existing operations in the Aliso
Canyon Field north of Porter Ranch. He will outline their project and answer
your questions. The meeting will be held on April 1, 6pm at Shepherd of the
Hills Church, 19700 Rinaldi. Find out who won and more at www.prnc.org and
like us at www.facebook.com/PorterRanchNC.

A

USC Sued

man who at 73 was once the oldest officer in the USC Department of
Public Safety was awarded $1.87 million in his age discrimination lawsuit
against the university.
A Los Angeles Superior Court jury ruled in favor of Michael Leach. The
panel also found that the university acted with malice, triggering a second
phase of trial to begin Monday to determine whether he should be awarded
punitive damages.
Leach worked for USC for 16 years. According to court papers filed by his
attorneys, he was fired in February 2012, ostensibly for abandoning his post a
month earlier by falling asleep while on duty. His attorneys maintained he was
on a break.
According to the plaintiff, USC’s own records showed that other officers
substantially younger than Leach who were alleged to have been involved in
the same misconduct were given warnings instead of losing their jobs.

I

magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School
818.363.8127
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School
818.347.8300
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

www.chaminade.org
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