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Time to Break Up
the California PUC…
the Foxes are in the 

Hen House
By Beth Cone Kramer

T he California Public Utilities Commission has seen better 
days. Between San Onofre, the San Bruno pipeline ex-
plosion and the Aliso Canyon Leak, the commission’s re-

sponses are being scrutinized and with good reason. State and 
federal authorities have been investigating the agency for its al-
leged friendly relationship with the very same private utilities 
the agency is charged with overseeing.
 The November ballot may include an initiative proposed by 
Assemblyman Mike Gatto, D-Glendale, that would remove the 
CPUC’s regulatory authority from the California Constitution, 
effective July 1, 2018. Under the initiative, the duties of a broken-
apart CPUC would be transferred at the Legislature’s discretion to 
other departments or to a different agency.
 The CPUC regulates privately owned electric, natural gas, 
telecommunications, water, railroad, rail transit, and passenger 
transportation companies. The agency website is peppered with 
terms like “protecting consumers,” “safe and reliable,” “reasonable 
rates,” and “commitment to environmental enhancement,” but it 
seems the CPUC is falling short on many of those counts.
 Gatto, the new chair of the State Assembly Committee of 
Utilities and Commerce, cites the agency’s mishandling of the 2012 
San Onofre nuclear plant closure, the 2010 pipeline explosion in San 
Bruno, and the ongoing Aliso Canyon gas leak as reasons to support 
breaking up the CPUC, which he says is too unwieldly to succeed.
 The assemblyman’s proposal would repeal Article 12 of the CA 
State Constitution, which dates back to 1911 when the commission was 
established as the “railroad board” to weaken the political influence 
railroad owners had over office holders. The railroad board grew 
into the PUC the following year, becoming an independent quasi-
judicial agency charged with overseeing water, electricity, telephone, 
and transportation service.
  *  *  *
 Like many regulatory agencies, however, the commission has 
become increasingly powerful, setting policy and rates that impact 
every California business and resident. The agency’s five members 
are appointed by the Governor for six-year terms. This past October, 
Governor Brown vetoed a package of six bills that would have 
reformed the commission.
 As many Porter Ranch residents moved back into their homes, 
state and federal prosecutors are pursuing criminal investigations 
of the commission’s role in the closure of the San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station.
 Utility officials and regulators approved an agreement assigning 
seventy percent of the $4.7 billion cost of the San Onofre closure not to 
shareholders but to utility customers. The plant closure was caused by 
a radiation leak due to a faulty steam generator replacement project, 
much like the situation in Aliso Canyon where SoCal Gas failed to 
replace valves that might have prevented the leak -- despite receiving 
the go-ahead for a rate increase to cover the valve replacements.
 We certainly need an independent constitutional body to protect 
consumer interests. San Diego attorney Michael Aguirre, who is 
suing the commission to overturn the San Onofre settlement, shares 
how Assemblyman Gatto’s plan just might change how electricity 
is delivered in California. He favors a move toward public power 
which is less costly and could be free of the influence of campaign 
contributions used to curry favor with elected officials.
 The fallout from the San Bruno pipeline explosion, like San 
Onofre, exposed a rather cozy relationship between utility executives 
and regulators. In fact, it was during a 2013 ex parte meeting in 
Warsaw, Poland, that Southern California Edison and former 
commission President Michael Peevey laid out the secret foundation 
for the 2014 agreement passing on $3.3 billion in costs to utility 
customers.
 It’s time to divest the CPUC of its power and look for new 
solutions. Consumers must not be forced to absorb the costs 
of the Aliso Canyon leak as we have had to do for both San 
Onofre and San Bruno.
 Timing is crucial.
 (Beth Cone Kramer is a Los Angeles-based writer and writes for 
CityWatch.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

What will it Cost SoCalGas?

BP’s Oil Spill Claims
Exceed $68,000,000,000

Valley Voice Report

T he above is not a typo, so take notice SoCalGas - The 
agreement of the U.S. Government and five southern 
states reached last year with the United Kingdom oil 

giant was the largest cash settlement in corporate history, 
approximately $68 billion. SoCalGas’s estimated costs to date 
of approximately $350 million, and their public statements of 
having about $1 billion of insurance, may prove to be just a 
drop in the ocean.
 It wasn’t long after the Aliso Canyon leak was reported, 
that Erin Brokovich called it the “BP spill on land.” While 
the Valley Voice doubts the utility’s damages would approach 
that amount (BP’s liability is three times the net worth of all 
of Sempra), SoCalGas, their parent Sempra, and stockholders 
will likely have to dig into their pockets above the insurance 
they carry.
 While most experts call the two incidents vastly different, 
we find some more serious consequences to residents of Porter 
Ranch and surrounding areas.

While the BP disaster affected more residents throughout 
five states, the potential health danger here is much more 
serious, problems that can continue for decades.

While billions watched the BP events unfold on television, 
of dead sea animals, and filthy oil ruining beachfronts, Porter 
Ranch was inhaling much more toxic materials.

It took longer to plug the gas leak here, than the oil spill.
BP faced the “foreigner” attack, while SoCalGas and 

Sempra have much more friendly regulators to deal with. 
Shake-ups to streamline, and even eliminate some of these 
agencies have been talked about for years, and unlikely to 
change under gas and oil favorite Gov. Jerry Brown, who 
wields the veto power,

Homes affected here command higher prices than the 
average in the oil spill’s area, and will take much longer to 
recover. The Valley Voice for three months has called realtors 
with listings in the Porter Ranch area, only to find asking prices 
about 15% lower than one year ago - and not selling!

 BP wrecked the tourism, fishing, restaurant business, but 
was forced early to make payments to keep those affected 
businesses afloat. SoCalGas has not shown any interest to 
assist local businesses - large and small - in the Porter Ranch 
area. Lawsuits can be dragged out for years. 

It’s impossible to compare the total devastation of both 
disasters. The Gulf of Mexico fiasco, which lasted 87 days, began 
April 20, 2010, and pay-outs to victims and potential fines still 

continue, six years later. We’ve all seen images of the fouled 
beaches and dead wildlife, while it also devastated the fishing 
and travel businesses. And while 11 died at the rig, most 
private-practice doctors in Los Angeles fear for the future 
health of Porter Ranch, and surrounding area residents.
 Another major expense for BP was the 70 million hours 
performed by 48,000 people needed to clean up the damage 
($14 billion).
 Researching man-made disasters of past years, we have 
discovered that it often takes from two to three years to settle 
contested cases, with larger payouts and fines taking more 
than five, considering appeals. Future health settlements 
here could take much longer. 
 Environmental fines and final settlements are usually 
the last of the payouts.
 What these companies have in common is both oil and 
gas are wading through industry downturns, especially for 
the oil industry. 
 A major benefit to SoCalGas is simply to raise prices to 
cover their losses. A small increase of less than five dollars a 
month to ratepayers could raise over $1 billion a year - and 
who would prevent the boost? Certainly not the PUC, other 
regulators, or Gov. Jerry Brown.
 BP’s payments for business economic loss claims have 
averaged $160,000 in the last few years, which could end 
up costing them almost $15 billion. Major Porter Ranch 
companies, such as Toll Brothers, Shapell, Ralphs, Whole 
Foods, WalMart, Toys ‘R Us, major real estate firms, and 
many others, will seek considerably more. Much more!
 No one can predict the final number for SoCalGas/
Sempra, but after absorbing thousands of pages of 
documents since October, we can at least reach “a reasonable, 
educated” guess, which even tops many attorney estimates: 
$5,000,000,000, or “only” 20% of Sempra’s current market 
value, about the same percentage BP will have paid out. 
While BP cannot get more than the worldwide market price 
for oil, our utility, with the help of friendly state regulators 
can, following a few public hearings to bump rates. The 
estimated $5 billion would be paid out over many years.
 Their stockholders would obviously not be pleased 
facing lower earnings, and possible dividend cuts. 
 County Supervisor Mike Antonovich made this 
statement recently: "The gas company needs to wake up 
and begin serving the people, and not themselves!"
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Keeping your child happy and healthy can be challenging when cold and 
flu season comes around. It’s hard to see your child not feeling well. So 
when home remedies or over-the-counter medications aren’t enough, 
look to Facey Medical Group. Our pediatricians have been helping kids 
and their families bounce back from seasonal bugs for over 90 years.

We’re here when your child needs personal attention to help them
feel better. It’s how we care.

Learn more about choosing 
a Facey Medical Group doctor 
by calling us toll-free at:

1-844-MY-FACEY

Flu season is here.
Choose Facey when 
your family needs care.

Facey Medical Group doesn’t sell health insurance but choosing a Facey doctor for your care is easy. We accept most HMO, PPO, Medicare and Medicare Advantage health plans. 
Ask your insurance company how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently contract with, visit our website at facey.com/insurance or call 1-844-MY-FACEY.
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Pediatrics

Meet the newest member
of our care team!
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THE GAS MAY BE GONE
BUT WE’RE STILL HERE 

Not long after the gas began to spew from the failed well in Aliso Canyon, four of the country’s most powerful, 
experienced, and qualified law firms began to combine resources to help aid Porter Ranch residents adversely 
affected by the negligence of the Southern California Gas Company. Lead by environmental attorney Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., our consortium of lawyers and passionate environmental activists became known as 
porterranchlawsuit.com and their sole purpose was, and still is, to fight for the residents and businesses 
adversely affected by this unprecedented disaster. 

Since joining the fight, 
porterranchlawsuit.com has 
brought national attention to 
the plight of the Porter Ranch 
community by capturing the 
massive gas plume through the 
use of infrared cameras. With 
this new and disturbing visual 
evidence, the gas company and 
the agencies that regulate them 
were no longer able to deny 
the realities of the situation 
and were forced to take action. 

Recognizing the community had hundreds of unanswered questions, our attorneys 
began to assemble teams of experts to provide much needed information regarding the 
health and safety of the community and shared it in a series of town hall meetings. 

Now, as Porter Ranch residents begin to return to their homes, they can feel confident 
that our team will continue to fight for their legal rights and hold SoCalGas accountable 
for their actions.  

If you, or someone you love has been affected by the blowout, you may be eligible to join our mass tort. To find 
out more, contact (855) 300-4459 or visit www.porterranchlawsuit.com to complete our case review form. 

“We	will	
continue	to	
hold	them	
accountable	
for	their	
actions!”	

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states 
wherein we do not maintain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. 
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Protecting Your Precious Assets

Children in the Gas Leak 
Litigation

Valley Voice Special Report

Now that the leak has been plugged, many people are preparing to act to protect their legal 
rights, both as to their homes and as to their health. Many families have suffered acute 
symptoms as a result of exposure to the chemicals in the gas. This includes many children. 

While it appears that the leak was stopped before permanent injuries to otherwise healthy 
individuals is likely to have occurred, many people are concerned about their young children. 
Because the civil justice system is the way for affected victims to obtain just compensation for 
what we all hope are and were severe but temporary health problems and related pain and 
suffering by children, we again turned to experienced litigator Daniel G Whalen, of Engstrom, 
Lipscomb and Lack for some comments regarding children involved in tort litigation. 
 Daniel Whalen began by assuring us that the law provides special protections and 
safeguards for children who are claiming personal injuries, including pain and suffering, in 
a lawsuit. He explained that in such circircumstances, three people play key roles. They are: 
1) the adult  appointed by the Court to safeguard the minor’s interests (typically either of the 
child’s parents or legal guardian); 2) a doctor knowledgable about the child’s health, medical 
history, symptoms, and prognosis; and 3) a Superior Court Judge. “Only when all three of 
these important people agree that it is in the child’s best interests to settle a child’s lawsuit will 
the Court approve and authorize the case to be resolved”, according to Whalen. 
 He went to explain that in order for a child under age 18 to be a plaintiff in this 
type of case, the law first requires that a responsible adult apply to the Court to act on 
the child’s behalf. He also noted that if the child is age 14 or older, the choice of the adult 
representative requires written consent by the child; for younger children, the chosen adult 
(who is usually a parent or guardian) applies on their own behalf. Upon appointment by 
the Court, that person acts on behalf of the child. 
 In the event that a settlement or other favorable resolution is offered and found to be 
acceptable to the parent or guardian, it must then  be approved by the Court. In considering 
what is in the best interests of the child in this type of case, the Court will usually require 
submission of a medical report and/or records establishing the child’s condition and 
prognosis. If not satisfied that it would be in the child’s best interest to settle at that time, the 
Court can continue the process until there has been a complete recovery.
 Finally, the Court maintains control over any settlement funds until the child 
reaches their eighteenth birthday. 
 With these safeguards in place, the interests of children in the Gas Leak litigation 
should be well protected. 

Porter Ranch
Gas Leak

Offices Throughout CaliforniaBURDMAN&WARD ADVERTISEMENT

• Personalized service / 
responsiveness to clients

• Competitive attorney fees –
You don’t pay unless we recover!

• We advance all expert litigation 
costs until a recovery is obtained.

BURDMAN&WARD

www.burdmanlaw.com 888-350-9080

Legal Advantages of 
Individual Claims 

Versus Class Action

You May be 
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Damages

All Expert Fees and 
Costs Advanced

Local Southern 
California Law 

Firm

Worry About Kids

Treating Physicians
Much More Cautious

T he gas leak has been stopped or so we have been told.   Unfortunately, I haven’t seen 
any independent documentation that has confirmed this. Are there still chemicals being 
released into our environment, to which we are being exposed?  

 Let’s assume though that this is indeed the case, the exposure has stopped. In the first 
article I alluded to a simple equation for determining health risk. This is equal to the amount 
of toxic chemicals plus the length of time of exposure.  If we assumed that it has stopped 
then at least we now know one of the unknown in the equation of health risk, the time of the 
chronic exposure. 
 According to WHO, the World Health Organization, no safe level of benzene exposure 
can be recommended. I am still unclear in regards to the “amount” of exposure because the 
different reporting agencies, including the gas company, present these numbers in different 
amounts, forms, and times. For example the Department of Public Health recently put out 
literature to the community that talked about the average daily level of benzene.  This in my 
opinion is incredibly misleading. 
 They then goes on to state that there is no short or long term health risk. As a treating 
physician I do not want to know the daily average that a patient has been exposed to, but 
rather its peak, or rather the maximum amount of the dose and for how long. It is this number 
that is related to the causation of potential harmful effects of the toxin.  And again, as alluded 
to in earlier articles, our children are exposed to a multiple of the toxic dose because of their 
smaller body mass.
 A very important question I cannot find in the literature addressing is that of time.  
What is the average amount of time these potential toxic effects will become clinically evident 
after exposure? Will we see the toxic effects in six months, one year, five years or hopefully 
never…?  This unknown will remain just that…unknown!  
 All of these issues keep bringing me back to the importance of medical screening and 
regular follow up!
 So many unanswered questions. Who do we believe? Who do we trust?

     - Jeffrey Nordella, M.D.
       Medical Director, Porter Ranch Quality Care

17 Members Cosponsor 
Sherman’s Gas Storage 

Safety Act
 

C ongressman Sherman (D-CA), who lives in Porter Ranch, announced that 17 
members of Congress now support his Gas Storage Safety Act.  Sherman’s 
home is about as close as any residence to the leak, which has displaced over 

6,400 families.
 “I am glad that 17 of my colleagues have joined me in introducing legislation 
to improve gas storage safety,” said Congressman Sherman.  “My legislation is a 
backstop – if the relevant federal agency does not adopt regulations using its current 
authority, this bill will force them to act.”
 The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) has established federal safety regulations for natural 
gas transportation.  However, PHMSA has yet to use its existing regulatory authority 
regarding natural gas storage.  The Gas Storage Safety Act would direct PHMSA to 
implement tough safety standards for natural gas storage facilities.
 Among the 17 new sponsors of Sherman’s legislation are 15 members of 
Congress from California.

Polluted  Homes
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You Are Not Defined
By Your Mistakes 
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M aking mistakes is an unavoidable hazard in life.  As humans, whether by ignorance 
or insolence, we make decisions or statements we later regret.  However, what is most 
important in these situations is how we respond to our sins or mistakes.  In addition 

to making efforts to rectify our error, we should also introspectively reflect on the causes of 
our error in the first place.  In those times we may hear two voices—one of condemnation 
and another of conviction—and the voice we listen to will determine our self-perception and 
subsequent actions.

Too often, the voice that penetrates our hearts and minds is one of condemnation. 
“Condemnation frames one instance, one momentary lapse of judgment, and turns it into 
the defining moment of our life,” said Tim Winters, our executive pastor here at Shepherd 
Church.  Condemnation is the counterfeit version of conviction; it tells us that we need 
to change, but at the same time taunts us that we cannot change.  The truth is, God put 
condemnation on the shoulders of His Son, Jesus Christ, when He died for our sins, so that 
we do not have to experience it ourselves.  

God’s word promises in Romans 8:1, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus.”  One word that is often overlooked in this Scripture is the word 
“now.”  When Jesus died on the cross and paid the penalty for our sins, He did so for all of our 
past, present, and future transgressions, declaring in John 19:20, “It is finished.”  The price has 
already been paid; all we need to do is accept His ransom on our behalf.  

While God’s word is clear that there is no condemnation for our sins, there are always 
consequences of our sins.  We must remember that sin is a choice, and it is oftentimes ugly, 
disturbing, hurtful, and frustrating.  We may have a choice in our sin, but we do not have a 
choice in the consequences.  Too often, our sins impact people who we never intended to affect.  
As we respond to our sin and their inevitable consequences, believers who have been set free 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
By

from ultimate condemnation must choose to listen to the 
voice of conviction in order to truly be healed and restored from iniquity. 

   *  *  *
God’s Holy Spirit, the voice of conviction, begins by reminding us who we are: God’s 

masterpiece, created in His image and loved by Him (Genesis 1:26-27; John 3:16).  Once God 
reminds us of who we are, He begins to deal with our sin.  Similar to effective parenting, a parent 
reminds his or her child who he or she is in relation to the parent, before taking disciplinary 
action.  In contrast, condemnation always starts with what we’ve done, and then accuses us of 
who are.  The enemy condemns us so he can destroy us.  God convicts us so He can correct us 
and make us more like Him.  Through the power of His Holy Spirit, He gives us the strength 
to overcome pride, addictions, greed and other roots of sin, and humbles us to seek forgiveness. 

To which voice will you listen?  In the face of mistakes and their respective consequences, how 
will you respond?  Romans 6:23 states, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  For those who would accept Jesus’ invitation of salvation from our 
sins, He gives us His Holy Spirit, who works in us to remind us what we should and should not do 
(John 16:7-11).  Furthermore, God works in us “to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose” 
(Philippians 2:13).  If you want to learn more about who you are in Christ and what His amazing 
purpose is for your life, please join us for weekend services at Shepherd Church.

Edited by Rhona Cue
(Dudley Rutherford is the author of the book, Walls Fall Down, and the senior pastor 

of the 10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch (Los Angeles), California. You 
can connect with Dudley online at www.LiftUpJesus.com or on Twitter @pastordudley, 
Facebook, or Instagram.)

A Short Sermon....
“Been out of my house for over 2 months because of 

SoCal Gas leak. And just received the highest gas 
bill for the entire year. So I called the company and 
they acted like I was from another planet. They are 

charging me for their company who is poisoning me. Only 
in California where insanity is redefined as logical.” 

-  Pastor Dudley Rutherford
A Facebook posting 

SoCalGas 
“Digs In,”
Pleads Not 

Guilty
D ays after Southern California Gas Co. declared that 

it had temporarily capped a months-old leak of 
natural gas in Porter Ranch, the company pleaded 

not guilty to misdemeanor charges for allegedly failing to 
immediately report the leak to state authorities.
 Attorneys for the Gas Co. entered the not guilty plea 
in a Santa Clarita courtroom, and another hearing was 
set for April 19. Outside the court, a spokesman for the 
company said the utility does not feel any laws were broken 
in its handling of the leak.
 “We do not believe a criminal prosecution is warranted 
here,” Mike Mizrahi said. “We will look forward to 
presenting our evidence to the district attorney through 
the legal proceedings.”
 The charges were filed by the District Attorney’s 
Office on Feb. 2.
 “While we recognize that neither the criminal charges 
nor the civil lawsuits will offer the residents of Los Angeles 
County a complete solution, it is important that Southern 
California Gas Co. be held responsible for its criminal 
actions,” District Attorney Jackie Lacey said at the time.
 “We will do everything we can as prosecutors to 
help ensure that the Aliso Canyon facility is brought 
into compliance,” she said. “I believe we can best serve 
our community using the sanctions available through 
a criminal conviction to prevent similar public health 
threads in the future.”
 The company is charged with three counts of failing 
to report the release of hazardous materials from Oct. 23 
to Oct. 26, and one count of discharging air contaminants, 
beginning Oct. 23 and continuing for the duration of the 
leak. The charges are all misdemeanors.
 Officials with the Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health, contrary to almost all local doctors, 
said they do not believe the gas leak poses any long-term 
risk, but it plans to continue monitoring air quality in 
the area.  
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Engstrom, Lipscomb & Lack 
Experienced Trial Attorneys 

Homeowners Need Individual Representation:

Advertisement Advertisement Advertisement

Office: 310-552-3800 • Toll-Free: 855-ELL-WINS • www.ELLLAW.com 
10100 Santa Monica Blvd. • 12th Floor • Los Angeles, CA • 90067

Gary A. Praglin, Esq Daniel G. Whalen, Esq Paul A. Traina Esq

Call Us Today

310-552-3800

For More Information
Email Us At

Info@PRLawsuit.com
Personalized attorney services for families and businesses

The Time To Act Is Now
"These homeowners will get better justice from the courts

 than this [Public Utilities Commission]"
 - Loretta Lynch, former president of  the California Public Utilities Commission

as quoted in the Los Angeles Times, January 7, 2016

Currently, The California Department of Real Estate
Requires A Porter Ranch Property Owner To Make

The Following Disclosure Upon Sale:



We offer a unique, seven-year learning 
experience through a rigorous academic 
curriculum and diverse offerings of extra-and 
co-curricular activities. We prepare students for 
success in college and beyond while fostering in 
them deep moral values and a commitment to 
service that is grounded in the Catholic faith.

Middle School

19800 Devonshire St. 
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818.363.8127

High School

7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304
818.347.8300

 

Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR

chaminade.org  
A WCEA/WASC accredited school.
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At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength

City Watch

The Utilities
“Giveth,”

The Governor 
“Taketh”

By Susan Shelley

Here’s a question for you: Does campaign money affect the actions of government 
officials? You may be laughing, but it’s a deadly serious question. About 4,000 families 
have been relocated from their homes in Porter Ranch. They have been sickened by 

the catastrophic natural gas leak from a well about a mile from their front doors. 
 The story of how those front doors ended up so close to a working natural gas storage 
facility begins with the city officials who forgot to tell the public that just north of the 
proposed residential and commercial development, there was a massive underground 
natural gas storage facility, and right next to that, a working oil field. 
 It’s instructive to view the timeline for the Aliso Canyon oil and gas facilities above 
Porter Ranch: 
 * 1938 – Oil is discovered in Aliso Canyon
 * 1972 – Sempra Energy (parent of SoCalGas) turns a depleted oil field into an 
underground storage facility for natural gas. The company buys gas in the summer and 
stores it at Aliso Canyon so it can be delivered through pipelines to local customers in the 
winter.
 * 1989 – The Termo Co. of Long Beach buys the North Aliso Canyon oil field and develops 
it into an active drilling site, which it remains today.
 * 1990 – The City Council votes 14-0 to approve the development after listening to three 
hours of comments from local residents about trash, traffic and sewage.
 * Oct. 23, 2015 -  SoCalGas discovers a leak at one of its injection and withdrawal wells, 
SS-25, at the Aliso Canyon facility above Porter Ranch. The company is unable to stop the 
leak despite seven attempts to plug the well by pumping fluids down the well shaft.
 * Jan. 6, 2016 -  Gov. Jerry Brown declares an emergency and directs state agencies 
to implement tough new regulations to verify the safety and condition of all gas storage 
facilities. He asks for daily inspections of well heads, pressure measurements, and regular 
testing of safety valves. Meanwhile, a quartet of bills is introduced in the state legislature to 
toughen oversight. 
 The crisis might have been prevented if the same safety regulations now being rushed 
into effect had been thoughtfully implemented in 1990, before thousands of Porter Ranch 
homebuyers closed escrow. 
 It’s fair to ask: Why didn’t that happen? 

 Would you like to guess how much money Sempra Energy has donated to state 
candidates and campaign committees in California just since 2001? 
 More than $12 million. And that doesn’t count local candidates, like city 
councilmembers and county supervisors. 
 Governor Brown was one of the candidates who accepted generous donations 
- $79,200 between 2010 and 2014 - from Sempra. Were his decisions ever influenced 
by that financial support? Maybe not, but last year Governor Brown vetoed six bills 
- passed unanimously by the Legislature -- that would have reformed the California 
Public Utilities Commission by making it harder for the commissioners to be cozy with 
the utilities they regulate. 
 One of the utilities regulated by the sometimes-cozy commissioners is Sempra’s 
SoCalGas.
 Public trust is a fragile thing. As the emergency in Porter Ranch continues, 
investigations are underway into what happened, who is at fault, and how similar 
incidents can be prevented in the future. 
 A lot is riding on every decision. 
 When a catastrophic event puts public health at risk, no one should have to wonder 
whether government officials are acting in the best interest of the public, or whether 
they’re molding their decisions to help a campaign donor. 
 There’s only one way to be sure. 
 Everyone in California who holds a public office or is currently running for one, 
or both, should immediately stop accepting campaign contributions from Sempra 
Energy. 
 The clean-up in Porter Ranch starts now.

 (Susan Shelley is an author, former television associate producer and twice a Republican 
candidate for the California Assembly. This piece originally appeared in Fox and Hounds.)  
Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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You have welcomed us into your community, and you have responded so warmly to our outreach efforts.  
You have shared ongoing information with us, and helped your neighbors through your many contributions.
Your concerns are our concerns.  Whether during one on one calls or at our client meetings, we learn on an
ongoing basis the countless health impacts and difficulties you have endured and continue to endure today.  

We are also privileged – with the passionate assistance of the renowned environmental activist 
Erin Brockovich – to have helped bring national media attention to the SoCalGas leak travesty. And Erin 
continues to speak with the media and others about the impact this gas leak has had on your life.

We are hopeful that you will be able to return to your homes swiftly and to safe living conditions.

We continue to work towards seeking justice for all residents, workers, businesses
and others impacted by the gas leak.

It is in your best interests to speak with us as soon as possible, so we may advocate on your behalf to ensure
you receive maximum compensation for the harm you have experienced from the gas leak.  

Our firm has represented thousands of victims of environmental and toxic torts for nearly three decades –
with aggregate verdicts and settlements exceeding $17 billion – and is prepared and committed to see this
important litigation to its rightful conclusion.

For a free consultation, please contact us:

Call: 1-877-413-1955
or visit: www.PorterRanchGas.com (and complete the short form).

1880 CENTURY PARK EAST  |  SUITE 700  |  LOS ANGELES, CA 90067

877-413-1955
www.PorterRanchGas.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no 
recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.  Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. is a registered Law Corporation with the California State Bar, cert.#18529

WEITZ      LUXENBERG

It Is A Privilege To Be Representing
Many Of The Residents Of Porter Ranch
And Surrounding Communities Of The
ALISO CANYON GAS LEAK

A special message from the law firm of Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C.

SoCalGas Leak Litigation.

PorterRanch3_color_ValleyVoice.qxp_W&L  2/19/16  3:16 PM  Page 1
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9420 De Soto Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Reserve/Pay Online

@
EZStorageonline.com

 Open 7 days a week
 Low Pricing!
 Locker to Garage Sizes
 Moving Supplies Available
 Several Payment Options
 Insurance available

Call Now !
(800) 657-0513
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Until March 18

Judge Extends Housing

Siding with Los Angeles County government officials who said more 
environmental testing is needed in neighborhoods affected by the Aliso Canyon 
gas leak, a judge ordered Southern California Gas Co. to continue funding 

temporary housing for displaced Porter Ranch residents until March 18.
 The Gas Co. had been planning to cut off funding after Feb. 25, meaning 
residents displaced by the Aliso Canyon gas leak would have needed to return to 
their homes by the end of the day.
 Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Elihu M. Berle issued a temporary restraining 
order preventing the Gas Co. from cutting off funding. The utility’s attorneys argued 
that the county’s own health experts said there was no threat of long-term health 
effects from the leak and that any short-term health effects will dissipate now that 
the leak has been capped.
 The Gas Co. also noted that it is costing the company as much as $2 million a 
day to house roughly 3,400 displaced residents.
 Attorneys for the county, however, argued that some residents who have 
already returned home after the capping of the leak are still reporting health issues, 
and more time should be allowed so additional air monitoring can be completed to 
ensure there is no lingering risk.
 The Gas Co. had reached an agreement earlier with the Los Angeles City 
Attorney’s Office that gave most displaced residents eight days to return to their 
homes once the leak was officially declared capped by the state. The company had 
initially planned to give residents just 48 hours.

    *  *  *
 Gas Co. spokesman Mike Mizrahi said utility officials will examine their legal 
options.
 “We put together a plan for coming home. We entered into an agreement to 
extend that plan for coming home and now on the day that people are actually 
checking out, we have this conundrum,” Mizrahi said.  “So we’re perplexed. We 
need to (look) further into what’s transpired here and move ahead accordingly.”
 Gas Co. officials said residents who were still in hotels Feb. 25 could stay.
 Company officials also said the judge’s ruling disregarded the findings of all 
the regulatory agencies that have determined “there is no environmental or health 
reason for any further delay in enabling residents to return home.”
 The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors - at the urging of Supervisor 
Mike Antonovich - sent a letter to the Gas Co. Feb. 10 requesting a 30-day time 
period for residents to return home. The board authorized its attorneys to go to 
court and seek a temporary restraining order if the Gas Co. refuses the request, 
which the company did.
 “The county Department of Public Health has determined that now that the 
well is sealed and the emissions have ceased, the time needed for a comprehensive 
evaluation of the air monitoring results and home testing is at least 30 days,” 
Antonovich said. “An eight-day limit established by the city of Los Angeles and the 
Gas Company victimizes the victims once again.”
 Tony Bell, spokesman for Antonovich, said the supervisor is “very happy about 
the judge’s ruling. It’s a victory for the residents of Porter Ranch and for fairness, 
really.”
 City Councilman Mitch Englander also hailed the ruling.
 “Before this community can begin to heal, every resident must be confident that 
this tragedy is behind them and their family is safe,” he said.

No, Not 
Our Water!

T he regional water board is suing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers over 
dredge and fill operations along the Los Angeles River in Glendale and the 
Sepulveda Basin that allegedly violated the Clean Water Act.

 The lawsuit, lodged in Los Angeles federal court by the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, alleges the corps neglected to obtain required water quality certifications 
in advance of two projects in 2011 and 2012 in the river and its tributaries in Glendale 
and the Sepulveda Basin.
 A corps spokesman did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
 Charles Stringer, chair of the regional water board, said that in both instances, 
the corps used heavy equipment to remove vegetation and did little to stop discharges 
of oil, grease and other pollutants into the river.
 “The Los Angeles Regional Water Board has made every effort to work with the 
Army Corps of Engineers in seeking compliance with the Section 401 requirements of 
the Clean Water Act and federal regulations,” Stringer said.
 “Unfortunately, the Army Corps has consistently demonstrated a failure to 
comply. Their actions have forced the regional board to file suit in federal court to 
ensure compliance with laws that protect the water quality and environment of the 
Los Angeles River and its tributaries.”
 The complaint does not seek to delay any emergency flood control projects 
designed to ensure public safety in this El Nino year.

    *  *  *
 “Instead, the state’s water boards have worked with the Army Corps to use 
existing state water quality certifications to ensure that emergency work can go 
forward before anticipated heavy rains,” Stringer said.
 The first alleged violation took place at the Verdugo Wash, a tributary of the 
river in Glendale, just north of downtown Los Angeles. The area is known as the 
Glendale Narrows.
 The second took place along Haskell Creek, a tributary to the river located in the 
Sepulveda Basin, a 2,000-acre flood management basin and wildlife reserve located on 
the upper portion of the river in the San Fernando Valley.
 The two projects are alleged to have discharged sediment into the river that could 
affect water quality and aquatic life and wildlife habitat.
 Excessive discharges of sediment can limit sunlight from entering the water and 
in turn inhibit the growth of aquatic plants and destroy spawning habitats for bottom-
dwelling organisms and larval fish, according to the water board.
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A Porter Ranch Attorney Is Here To Help!

T
he Southern California Gas Company well blowout has affected us all. 
Nosebleeds, headaches, and living out of your suitcase in a hotel have been 
the normal routine for Porter Ranch because of this blowout.  Our children 
have been spread out into different schools, our businesses have been hurt, 

and our homes might not be worth as much as they were just a few months ago.  
Our community deserves answers.  Our community deserves compensation. Our 
community deserves someone to fi ght for them! 

I 
am an experienced trial attorney from Porter Ranch. My family and friends have 
been forced to relocate and I am passionate about fi ghting for our community.  
I will not just simply refer your case and collect a referral fee.  You can trust me 
and my legal team to fi ght for you.  We have already fi led lawsuits on behalf of 

the residents and businesses of the community and if you would like to be part of our 
fi ght for Porter Ranch please call us for a free consultation at (213) 623-2544.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT

Eileen Mungcal, Esquire
Managing Attorney from

Porter Ranch

The KIllino Firm, P.C.
515 S. Flower St. #3600
Los Angeles, CA 90071

Korean Interpreter Available.

CityWatch

Find Your Neighborhood 
Council, Find Your Voice 

at City Hall
By Bob Gelfand

This is a message to all residents of the City of Los Angeles, urging you to participate 
in your local neighborhood council. It is a chance for you to have an influence on the 
choices that your city government makes, such as the way that spending is divided 

among things like road repairs, parks, or public safety. 
 The following will explain what the neighborhood councils are, what they have 
accomplished so far, and how you, as a resident of the city, can participate. Your participation 
provides a chance for you to have a say in everything from excess commercial development 
to emergency preparedness. It’s an opportunity to communicate your concerns directly to 
City Hall. 
 This message is particularly timely because neighborhood councils will be electing 
board members over the next few months. If you act now, you may be able to run for a seat 
on the governing board of your own neighborhood council. Even if you don’t choose to run 
for a board seat, you have the right to vote for candidates who you think can best represent 
the interests of your district. 
 Local neighborhood councils were created as the response to a crisis 
 As the 1990s drew to a close, city residents felt distanced from their own government 
and neglected by City Hall. It shouldn’t have been surprising. This is a city of 4 million 
people divided into the relatively small number of 15 City Council districts. That means 
that each City Council district has more than a quarter of a million residents. It’s hard 
for the elected City Council representatives to keep in touch with even a fraction of their 
constituents. 
 Political tensions increased due to the existence of well organized secession movements. 
The city of Los Angeles could have been dismantled. Our elected officials agreed that 
something had to be done. In 1999, amendments to the City Charter were put on the ballot 
and passed by vote of the people of Los Angeles. 
 The amended Charter established the right of the people to create and run their own 
local neighborhood councils. 
 Beginning in 2001, the city has established 96 local neighborhood councils. They are 
places where you and your neighbors can meet in order to discuss your mutual concerns. 
 What do neighborhood councils do? 
 Neighborhood councils were created to hear from the public and to advise our elected 
officials as to what you, the people, think about important issues. You might think of them 
as the peoples’ lobby. 
 Neighborhood councils are also empowered to evaluate the functioning of city 
departments and agencies. For example, how is the Department of Recreation and Parks 
doing in managing and maintaining the parks within your district? How well does city 
government respond to complaints about potholes?  
 Neighborhood councils function through elected boards 
 Each neighborhood council elects a governing board that oversees the actions of 
the council. It collects public opinion and transmits the findings to the local City Council 
representative. In this way, the elected officials get a better idea of what their constituents 

are concerned about.
 Governing boards also decide how to spend the money provided by the city. This year, 
each neighborhood council will have $42,000 to spend. It can be used for routine expenses 
including advertising its existence to the public, or to support local events such as a community 
fair, or to support good causes such as the local shelter for battered women. Most neighborhood 
council governing boards divide their expenditures among all these categories.
 You have a part in electing the local neighborhood council board 
 This is important. Your local neighborhood council will probably be holding an election 
fairly soon to choose the members of its governing board. You will have the chance to vote for 
candidates of your choice or even to be a candidate for a board seat. 
 Eligibility to vote and be a candidate 
 The City Charter amendment that established the neighborhood council system established 
that anyone who lives, works, or owns property in a neighborhood council district should be 
eligible to participate. The Los Angeles City Council has extended that definition to include 
people who have some other stake in the community, such as being a member of an organization 
that has a presence there. 
 Accomplishments of the neighborhood council system 
 Neighborhood councils are involved in land use decisions all over the city. Applications 
for zoning variances, liquor licenses, and all manner of road repair problems are brought before 
neighborhood council boards. In the harbor area, land adjacent to the docks and channels has 
been turned into parks and recreational areas, something that would have cost tens of millions 
of dollars had they been attempted by private parties. 
 One of the important successes of the neighborhood council system is its creation of a 
link between the LAPD and city residents. The LAPD’s Senior Lead Officers routinely attend 
neighborhood council meetings all over the city. This has provided better communication and 
mutual understanding between the people of the city and its police department. 
 The neighborhood council system is currently working to bring the public into emergency 
preparedness as a critical element of disaster response. You can read about it in City Watch. 
 Neighborhood councils have also been able to provide seed money for local cultural 
organizations and for organizations that help people to find jobs or simply to come in out of 
the cold. 
 These are just a few of the accomplishments. You can hear more about what neighborhood 
councils have done and have yet to do by attending your local meeting.
  
(Bob Gelfand writes on culture and politics for CityWatch. He can be reached at amrep535@
sbcglobal.net) 

Porter
Ranch
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Forced to Move  
Because of the  

Gas Leak? 

Learn More About Our  
Short-Term Stay Program 

Lic #565801533

www.VintageSimiHills.com 
(805) 283-9507 

5300 East Los Angeles Avenue, Simi Valley, CA

New Film Calls Out
Gov. Brown's Oil Ties

By Alexandra Nagy

R esidents of the San Fernando Valley affected by the Porter Ranch gas blowout watched recently a free 
screening of ‘Dear Governor Brown,’ a new 24-minute documentary film by Jon Bowermaster that 
highlights California communities most affected by Governor Jerry Brown’s oil-friendly administration. 

A short video produced by Food & Water Watch about the Porter Ranch gas disaster accompanied the film 
screening. Speakers from Save Porter Ranch and Food & Water Watch provided updates and guide residents 
on next steps in the campaign to shut down the leaking Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.
 Save Porter Ranch, Food & Water Watch, and Californians Against Fracking hosted the screening of 
the documentary film ‘Dear Governor Brown,’ which examines Governor Brown’s role in the deregulation 
of oil and gas production in California, and the industry’s impacts on communities around the state.
 California is the third largest oil-producing state in the United States. During his third and fourth 
terms, Governor Jerry Brown ushered in a new era of fracking and oil extreme extraction, all while touting 
credentials as a climate leader. Despite the clear evidence of the dangers of extreme extraction techniques, 
Governor Brown continues to green light the oil industry’s reckless expansion. Each month 300 new wells 
are drilled in the state, many in urban areas where people live, work and go to school, posing serious threats 
to the health of those communities. Governor Brown’s oil-friendly politics are at odds with California’s 
longstanding reputation as a health-conscious, forward-thinking state.
 Jon Bowermaster’s new film, “Dear Governor Brown,” examines the impacts of oil expansion on 
urban communities, farming and our state’s water supply. “Dear Governor Brown” exposes the Governor’s 
record and lifts up the voices of those most affected by his decisions. 
 It took 75 days for Governor Brown to declare a state of emergency over the Porter Ranch gas 
blowout. That disaster at Porter Ranch, along with others, like the 2015 Refugio oil spill, highlight the need 
for Governor Brown to step up and show real climate leadership. 

“Stigma” Damages?

Diminished Home Values 
After The Gas Leak?

Special to the Valley Voice

A fter nearly four months, officials announced the natural gas leak at the 
Aliso Canyon Storage Facility was over and the well was permanently 
sealed.   As the gas abates, residents concerned about the lingering effects 

of the leak and the presence of one of the nation’s largest natural gas storage 
facilities in their backyard is a major concern when it comes to property values 
and buying / selling a home. 
 What happens next in the local real estate market is a matter of debate.  
Some argue that with the gas well sealed and promises to not only check existing 
wells, but also to conduct air testing; the impact will be negligible and short-
term.   After all, Porter Ranch is one of Los Angeles’ most desirable areas to live.  
Others argue, however, the impact will be more negative and long-term due to 
the presence of the large storage facility so close to the community, the age and 
condition of some wells, and the potential for future leaks or contamination.  
Future purchasers may be weary of purchasing a home so close to a potential 
disaster area or simply use the gas leak as a way to negotiate a price reduction.  
 Real estate is an asset that rises and falls with demand.  Over the next 
several months, as homes are bought and sold, the real estate market will track 
whether prices are going up or down in the 91326 zip code.  This information 
will be compared with the months and years prior to the gas leak in order to 
track the impact of the leak on real estate values.  
 
    *  *  *
 If your home was listed for sale prior to the discovery of the leak on 
October 23, 2016 and you sold the home at a less than the asking price prior to 
sealing the well on February 18, 2016, you may have a legal claim depending 
on the facts.  In a situation like this, real estate experts are needed to opine 
on the claim and analyze factors such as real estate values in surrounding 
communities as well as the historical record in your specific area.  
 If, concerned for your future health and safety, you now want to list 
your home for sale; does your property suffer from a “stigma” which may 
reduce the value?   Stigma damages in a lawsuit are essentially intended 
to help recover for a property’s damaged reputation.  Stigma damages are 
typically based on a cause of action for nuisance and seek to recover the 
difference between the fair market value of the property had it not been 
damaged and the current (damaged) value.  In California, courts typically 
will not find stigma damages absent some kind of contamination of the 
property.  Obviously, the parties in litigation will rely heavily upon the use 
of experts to help determine whether the property was contaminated and, 
assuming so, its value.  
 If you believe your property has lost value or you were forced to sell your 
home at a loss, you should gather all of your supporting documents and speak 
with an attorney.  
 
 (Pieter M. O’Leary is a partner with Burdman & Ward.  Call: (888) 350-9080 
/ Web:  www.burdmanlaw.com.  This article is not intended as legal advice.)  

It’s OffIcIal: Gas leak
WOrst In U.s. HIstOry

the gas leak from the Aliso Canyon storage facility in Porter Ranch spewed more than 100,000 
tons of methane into the air, making it the largest methane leak in U.S. history.
 The study by UC Davis, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and others - 

and published in the journal Science - found that the daily amount of methane leaked between Oct. 
23 and Feb. 11 was enough to fill a balloon the size of the Rose Bowl.
 Stephen Conley, a pilot and UC Davis researcher, said when he began taking readings of the 
methane in November, the readings were so high he thought his equipment was faulty.
 “It became obvious that there wasn’t anything wrong with the instruments. This was just a 
huge event,” Conley said.
 According to the study, at the peak of the leak, the amount of methane pouring into the air from 
the damaged pipe was double the rate of methane emissions from the entire Los Angeles basin, and it 
was the largest “human-caused point source of methane in the United States,” doubling the methane 
released by an Alabama coal mine.
 The methane released is roughly the equivalent to the annual greenhouse gas emissions from 
more than 500,000 passenger cars, the study found, dramatically impacting the state’s ability to meet 
its emission targets for the year.
 Study co-author Donald Blake of UC Irvine said air samples at the Aliso Canyon site also found 
compounds such as benzene, butane and pentanes.
 “The methane concentrations were extraordinarily high, the highest we’ve seen in ambient 
samples,” Blake said.
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COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE
       

Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
1-702-461-1333  /  1-818-366-9880
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CityWatch

Dogs and Cats Are 
Popular Diet for Cal 

Mountain Lions!
By Phyllis M. Daugherty

“
Los Angeles is the only megacity in the world where mountain lions, also known as 
cougars and pumas, live side-by-side with humans,” CBS correspondent Bill Whitaker 
stated during a 60-Minutes broadcast on “Mountain-Lions-of-L.A.” 
 But new information indicates this relaxed living arrangement in California may 

also be making mountain lions lazier and changing their dietary preferences. 
 A recent California Department of Fish and Wildlife study, announced by SFGate on 
February 14, examined the stomach contents  of 83 mountain lions out of the 107 legally 
killed in the state last year under special depredation permits. The results showed that 52% 
had recently consumed cats, dogs and other domestic animals.  
 Traditionally, mountain lions favor deer meat, experts say, but only 5 percent had deer 
meat in their digestive systems, according to the report, which opined that pet dogs and cats 
require far less effort to catch.   
 The stomach contents of 18 percent of the remainder of the big cats were too digested to 
be identified. But, had that been possible, it could have shown that over 60 percent ate cats, 
dogs and other domestic animals, the report states. 
 The offsetting news shared by the California DFW representative is that, although 
the study verified the high incidence of lions eating pets, coyotes and other predators 
attack and eat pets at high levels, too. “A coyote can jump over an 8-foot fence, grab 
a small dog or cat and be gone before you even know it’s there,” Information Officer 
Andrew Hughan added. 
 Local coyotes have been reported entering homes through doggie doors in pursuit 
of a fleeing pet, and an attack on a 3-year-old girl in Elysian Park was reported in 
September 2015. 
 LA Animal Services’ representatives have basically taken the position been that the loss 
of a pet or injury from these attacks is the humans’ fault because coyotes were here first. 
 Alarmed residents - who also fear for their children’s safety - are instructed by 
LAAS to pick up fallen fruit, secure garbage can lids, not feed wildlife, and feed dogs 
and cats inside. 
(Other wildlife sites also include not feeding of feral cats or colonies -- which have 
been termed “smorgasbords for coyotes.”) 
 Mountain lions don’t scare easily and generally avoid humans, so - just like P22, who 
made a “daybed” in a crawl space under a Los Feliz-area home in April 2015 unbeknownst 
to the owners - they may be closer at any time than we think. 
 Correspondent Bill Whitaker, in the CBS 60 Minutes broadcast, asked homeowner Paula 
Archinaco about P22, “When you moved here, did you know that there was a mountain 
lion in the vicinity?” 
 “No. No. Not at all. Not at all, “she replied, 
“There’s signs for rattlesnakes. There’s not signs 
for mountain lions.” 
 After the 11 o’clock news broadcast, wildlife 
experts asked that all reporters and visitors leave 
and give P22 a chance to just head for the nearby 
hills - which he did. 
 Seth Riley of the National Park Service told 
Whitaker that P22 wanders the hills of Griffith 
Park, “We haven’t, knock on wood, had any 
major conflicts with him and people. And it shows 
that even a large carnivore like a mountain lion 
can live right among people for many years.” 
 The CBS report also discusses how local 
mountain lions are penned in by freeways and 
development. Usually one male stakes out a 
roaming area of about 200 miles square, but in the 
Santa Monica Mountains that range may contain 
over a dozen males and females. 
 Mountain lions are considered at the top of 
the food chain, with no real natural predators. 
They are resourceful and stealth hunters but 
will eat rodents and small animals and even 
insects to survive. 
 It reminds us, “Our increasing human 
populations and decreasing cougar habitat may 
create more opportunities for such encounters.”

 (Animal activist Phyllis M. Daugherty writes 
for CityWatch and is a contributing writer 
to opposingviews.com. She lives in Los Angeles.) 
Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams. 

CityWatch

Shocking GOP Poll?:
Most Democrats Prefer 
Socialism to Capitalism

By Nika Knight

Lending credence to the momentum behind Bernie Sanders’ grassroots campaign, a poll finds 
that Democratic primary voters prefer socialism to capitalism by a wide margin. Nearly 
two-thirds of those polled also believed that socialism has a beneficial impact on society.

 The right-wing group American Action Network, funded by a Super PAC that supports 
House Republicans, conducted the poll. 
 One might argue that the poll was intended to underscore how, as one conservative Super 
PAC official noted, far left Democratic voters have moved.
 The poll was careful to avoid mention of the current election—and the candidate who is 
running as a “democratic socialist”—focusing instead on the differences between ideologies. 
“Which of the following statements do you agree with most?” the poll question was phrased, 
and went on to define the two systems. 
 People who support free market capitalism, the poll told respondents, “say it’s not the 
government’s job to pick winners and losers and that government intervention only leads to 
inefficiency. They say that capitalism produces the greatest amount of personal and economic 
freedom” and the best outcome for society, “even if some people are left behind because they 
can’t compete.”
 The poll stated that people who support socialism, on the other hand, believe that 
“corporations have too much control and that the capitalist system is set to favor the rich and 
powerful,” and the government should “take a larger role in managing the economy to make 
sure that every individual has equal access to basic necessities and public goods, even if that 
means that some people have to transfer their wealth to others.”
 In response, 40 percent of those polled said they preferred socialism while only 25 percent 
chose capitalism. The preference for socialism held true for all demographic groups.
 A new poll finds that most Democratic voters prefer socialism over capitalism. (Image: 
AAN/OnMessage Inc.)
 By significant margins, a majority of poll respondents also supported a public, government-
run healthcare system, free tuition at public colleges and universities, and more government 
regulation of private corporations.
 While Bernie Sanders was not specifically mentioned, his running for president on a 
platform of democratic socialism prompted the poll, Politico reported. 
 “Now you finally have someone who’s running for president — not just running, but doing 
very well, is very competitive, may very well be the nominee — who calls himself a socialist,” 
said Mike Shields, a veteran GOP operative and former Republican National Committee chief 
of staff. “So we thought it would be worth going past the leadership of the party to see what the 
primary electorate itself thinks.”
 The overarching concept of democratic socialism and such issues as free tuition for public 
universities and a single-payer healthcare system have defined Sanders’ campaign. The 
senator’s swift ascent among Democratic voters further supports the poll’s findings, and such 
results also point to the potential for Sanders’ momentum to build ahead of Super Tuesday.

 (Nika Knight writes for Common Dreams where this report was first posted.)
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Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator
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Shepherd Sports
 Shepherd Sports offers TWO Coed Adult 
Volleyball Leagues, a Recreational and a Competitive 
League, both starting the first week of March. 
Registration is available online, so don’t miss out on 
exciting and fun competition! For more information 
please visit our website at ShepherdSports.org. 
 Shepherd Sports Basketball Club will be staging 
their spring season tryouts. We are opening 
the invitation to all basketball players ages 8 
- 14 to come and try-out for one of our teams 
the 1st week of March. Shepherd Basketball 
supports AAU teams from 8U to 14U. For more 
information on dates and specific try out times 
you can visit our website at ShepherdSports.org  
 Shepherd Sports Youth Basketball Academy 
starts March 1st and runs for 12 weeks. This 
Basketball training Academy is designed for 
players getting ready for the next level. All 
coed players, ages 5-16, are invited to join us 
in the Shepherd Gym for an intense basketball 
training. Please visit our web-site for details 
on times, dates and weekly training regiments. 
Come Train With Us! www.ShepherdSports.org 
 Shepherd Sports Youth Soccer Clinic begins on 
Saturday, March 5, for 5 consecutive Saturdays. 
This Clinic is set to teach the fundamentals of 
soccer and build on player skills in shooting 
techniques, passing, foot control, game tactics, 
rules and conditioning. Our Clinic’s are coed, 
ages 5-14. For online registration, please visit our 
website at www.ShepherdSports.org

Book Sale
 Friends of the Porter Ranch Library, 11371 
Tampa Ave., Northridge, will be hosting
a book sale Friday and Saturday, March 11 & 12 
from 9:30am-3:00pm. Most books will be 10 ¢ to 50 
¢, DVDs $1, VHS 10¢.  Special items will be priced 
higher. Sale will be in the book store and community 
room.

Hope of the Valley Clothing Drive
 Hope Of The Valley is hosting a sock, 
undergarments & lightly used clean blankets 
donation drive now through March 14. A donation 
bin will be available in our Community Resource 
Center, or you can bring donations directly to Hope 
Of The Valley, 18167 Chatsworth St. in Granada 
Hills. For more information, call (818) 363-2050.

Chatsworth Carnival of Knowledge
 Join the Chatsworth Charter High School during 
their Carnival of Knowledge and enjoy a family night 
with food, fun, and festivities on Thursday, March 
17, 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Learn about educational 
programs, like AP & SAS Programs, small learning 
communities, clubs, extracurricular activities, and 
athletic organizations. There will also be a PTSA 
bake sale, auctions, games, and live entertainment. 
The school is located at 10027 Lurline Ave. For more 
information, call (818) 678-3400.

The Passion Play Starts March 17
 Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi Street in 
Porter Ranch, is proud to present the 2016 season 
of “The Passion Play,” celebrating the musical 
production’s 25th anniversary. “The Passion 
Play’s” dramatic stage and musical production 
examines the timeless events surrounding the 

life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This 
annual event has become a local tradition for thousands 
of Angelenos as they prepare for the Easter holiday.  For 
show times and ticket information, please call 818.831.7880 
or visit passionplaylive.com. Tickets are now on sale at: 
ShepTix.com.

GH  Book Sale
 The Friends of the Granada Hills Library will host a 
two-day used book sale on Friday, March 18, from 9:30 AM 
to 5:00 PM; and Saturday, March 19, from 9:30 AM to 4:00 
PM. The sale will take place in the library’s community 
room. A great selection of hardcovers and paperbacks will 
be available for all ages and interests!  Prices for most books 
will range from 25 cents to one dollar.  All proceeds will 
benefit the library. The Granada Hills Library is located at 
10640 Petit Ave. in Granada Hills.  The phone number is 
818-368-5687.

Easter Egg Hunt
 Our Redeemer Lutheran Church at 8520 Winnetka Ave. 
in Winnetka will hold their Annual Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, March 26th beginning at 10:30am.  All children 
from preschool through 5th grade are welcome to “hunt” in 
age appropriate areas for the 2,000+ hidden filled eggs.  The 
Children’s Ministry will also have gift basket drawings, a 
live band performing plus decorated areas for photo 
opportunities and lunch! Everything is free!  Please bring 
a basket or bag for your child to hold their goodies and 
come early so they don’t miss the fun of finding the hidden 
eggs!  Over 300 children attend each year. Call 818/341-3460 
or check our website at http://www.our-redeemer.org/ for 
more information.  

 Easter Sunday
 Shepherd of the Hills Church, 19700 Rinaldi Street, is 
inviting you, your family and friends, to join them as they 
celebrate Easter at Porter Ranch. They offer two Easter 
services on March 27 held at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Located at the corner of Rinaldi Street and Porter Ranch 
Drive, you’ll join 20,000 people under a massive white tent 
located on the Southwest corner of Porter Ranch Drive 
and Rinaldi Street. At the start of our services, you’ll hear 
contemporary music, engage in worship, take communion, 
and hear an inspiring message from Senior Pastor, Dudley 
Rutherford. Everyone is welcome! For any general question 
or inquiries, please call 818.831.9333, visit shepherdchurch.
com/easter or email mail@shepherdchurch.com.
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While Obama 
Fiddles ...

By Charles Krauthammer

State of the world, Year Eight of Barack Obama:
 1. In the South China Sea, on a speck of land 
of disputed sovereignty far from its borders, 

China has just installed antiaircraft batteries and 
stationed fighter jets. This after China landed planes 
on an artificial island it created on another disputed 
island chain (the Spratlys, claimed by the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam). These facilities now 
function as forward bases for Beijing to challenge 
seven decades of American naval dominance of the 
Pacific Rim.
 “China is clearly militarizing the South China 
Sea,” the commander of the U.S. Pacific Command 
told Congress on Tuesday. Its goal? “Hegemony in 
East Asia.”
 2. Syria. Russian intervention has turned the 
tide of war. Having rescued the Bashar al-Assad 
regime from collapse, relentless Russian bombing 
is destroying the rebel stronghold of Aleppo, Syria’s 
largest city, creating a massive new wave of refugees 
and demonstrating to the entire Middle East what a 
Great Power can achieve when it acts seriously.
 The U.S. response? Repeated pathetic attempts 
by Secretary of State John Kerry to propitiate Russia 
(and its ally, Iran) in one collapsed peace conference 
after another. On Sunday, he stepped out to announce 
yet another “provisional agreement in principle” on 
“a cessation of hostilities” that the CIA director, the 
defense secretary and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff deem little more than a ruse.
 3. Ukraine. Having swallowed Crimea so 
thoroughly that no one even talks about it anymore, 
Russia continues to trample with impunity on the 
Minsk cease-fire agreements. Vladimir Putin is 
now again stirring the pot, intensifying the fighting, 
advancing his remorseless campaign to fracture and 
subordinate the Ukrainian state. Meanwhile, Obama 
still refuses to send the Ukrainians even defensive 
weapons.
 4. Iran. Last month, Iran received its first shipment 
of S-300 antiaircraft batteries from Russia, a major 
advance in developing immunity to any attack on its 
nuclear facilities. And it is negotiating an $8 billion 
arms deal with Russia that includes sophisticated 
combat aircraft. Like its ballistic missile tests, this 
conventional weapons shopping spree is a blatant 
violation of U.N. Security Council prohibitions. It was 
also a predictable — and predicted — consequence of 
the Iran nuclear deal that granted Iran $100 billion 
and normalized its relations with the world.
 The U.S. response? Words.
 Unlike gravitational waves, today’s strategic 
situation is not hard to discern. Three major have-
not powers are seeking to overturn the post-Cold War 
status quo: Russia in Eastern Europe, China in East 
Asia, Iran in the Middle East. All are on the march.

  *  *  *

 To say nothing of the Islamic State, now extending 
its reach from Afghanistan to West Africa. The 
international order built over decades by the United 
States is crumbling.
In the face of which, what does Obama do? Go to 
Cuba.
 Yes, Cuba. A supreme strategic irrelevance so 
dear to Obama’s anti-anti-communist heart.
 No matter. Amid global disarray and American 
decline, Obama sticks to his cherished concerns: Cuba, 
Guantanamo and, of course, climate change.
 Obama could not bestir himself to go to Paris in 
response to the various jihadi atrocities — sending 
Kerry instead “to share a big hug with Paris” (as 
Kerry explained) with James Taylor singing “You’ve 
Got a Friend” — but he did make an ostentatious 
three-day visit there for climate change.
 Of course, it mattered greatly to the quarter-
million slaughtered in Syria and the millions more 
exiled. It feels all quite real to a dissolving Europe, 
an expanding China, a rising Iran, a metastasizing 
jihadism.
 Not to the visionary Obama, however. He sees far 
beyond such ephemera. He knows what really matters: 
climate change, Gitmo and Cuba.
 With time running out, he wants these to be his 
legacy. Indeed, they will be.

 (Charles Krauthammer is an American Pulitzer 
Prize-winning syndicated columnist, author, political 
commentator, and physician. His weekly column appears 
in more than 400 newspapers worldwide.)
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Much Work Ahead
For Residents’ 

Safety
Councilmember Mitchell Englander released the 

following statement regarding the certification by the 
Department of Oil Gas and Geothermal Resources 

(DOGGR) of the closure of the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
which had persisted for 119 days.
 “This is not the end of this catastrophic disaster, this is 
the beginning of the next chapter,” said Councilmember 
Mitchell Englander. “The next chapter is yet to be writ-
ten but it must include the safe return home for the thou-
sands of affected families, a thorough investigation of the 
leak, an overhaul of regulatory responsibilities in the oil 
and gas industry, and a comprehensive study of potential 
health impacts to this community, families and our envi-
ronment.”
 Councilmember Englander has called for the following 
from SoCal Gas, and both state and local agencies follow-
ing the closure of the leak:
 ·   Ensure that this community is safe
 ·   Ensure the entire SoCal Gas storage facility is safe
 ·   Make sure that people return safely to their homes
 ·  Complete a full investigation of the causes of the 
leak
 ·   Strengthen the rules, regulations, communications, 
responsibilities, and regulatory roles
 ·   Hold accountable those responsible
 ·   Mitigate the damage and injury to this community, 
families, businesses, and environment.
 ·   Complete a thorough and independent comprehen-
sive health study
 

Sempra Sued
By Shareholders
A Southern California Gas Co. shareholder sued the 

board of directors of its parent company alleging it 
failed to take steps to avoid the natural gas leak in 

Aliso Canyon.
 The lawsuit was filed in Los Angeles Superior Court 
by Rhoda Kanter against Sempra Energy directors Debra 
Reed, Alan Boeckmann, James Brocksmith, Kathleen 
Brown, Pablo Ferrero, William Jones, William Ouchi, 
William Rusnack, William Rutledge, Lynn Schenk, Jack 
Taylor and James Yardley.
 The suit alleges the directors put their interests ahead of 
those of the shareholders and seeks unspecified damages.
 “As directors of the company, each of the director 
defendants was well aware of their ... duties to ensure Sempra’s 
SoCalGas operated in a safe manner,” the suit states.
 “Nevertheless, they failed to ensure that Aliso Canyon 
was operated and maintained properly to prevent leaks 
of noxious odors, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants 
and contaminants into the air causing health and safety 
problems.”
 A Sempra Energy representative said he had not seen 
the lawsuit and could not comment.
 Environmental activist Erin Brockovich has compared 
the gas leak to the BP oil spill that occurred that occurred 
in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010, according to the suit.
 In addition to numerous civil suits filed by residents of 
Porter Ranch and other areas near the gas leak, District 
Attorney Jackie Lacey filed four misdemeanor criminal 
charges against the Gas Co., accusing it of releasing air 
contaminants and neglecting to report the release of hazardous 
materials until three days after the leak began Oct. 23. 
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www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980     

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales Associates

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

February 29th

LEAP YEAR EVENT!

29 months 
NO INTEREST* 
NO DOWN PAYMENT 
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE
On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 
between 2/23/2016 to 2/29/2016. Equal monthly payments 
required for 29 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a 
down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are 
due at time of purchase. See below for details.

HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 29TH

AT 9PM!

#1 IN 
CALIFORNIA, 

#1 IN AMERICA, 
40 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE 
YOU!

29 
plus

off‡

%

Don’t miss out...this event won’t last long!

Ends this Monday, Feb. 29th on Leap Day!

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ 
mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined 
with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, 
promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price 
and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions 
may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather 
Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched 
vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2016 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: February 23, 2016. Expires: February 29, 2016.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the 
purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase 
amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be 
higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: 
Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise 
will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.


