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Water Supply
Down by Half

City Opening
Its Books

T

aking shorter showers won’t
be enough to forestall a water
shortage, as the state faces
uncertainties related to declining
fish habitats and a third year of dry
weather in the Sierra Nevada.
To ensure there is enough water
to go around, Southern Californians
must make a concerted effort to cut
back on water used in their yards,
including growing drought resistant
plants, reducing the frequency of
lawn watering and keeping barrels
to catch rain water, state and
Metropolitan Water District officials
said at an update on California’s
water supply.
Lake Powell and Lake Mead,
the two reservoirs that capture water
from the drought-stricken Colorado
River are less than half full, and
water officials project a third year of
dry conditions in the Sierra Nevada.
Water imported from the
Colorado River and the Sierra Nevada
– which together make up more
than half of the Metropolitan Water
District’s water supplies - has been
threatened for years by drought and
dry conditions, but officials said they
are starting to see state reserves dip.
The reliability of the State
Water Project, California’s water
reserves, is being threatened by
declining environmental conditions
in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta, officials said. Even though
the previous water year, which
began Oct. 1, 2012, started wet, state
regulation to protect the delta smelt
- the little fish are protected by the
Endangered Species Act - prevented
the SWP from taking its share of
water during that period.
* *
*
After the wet season, the rain
and snow stopped, leading to the
driest January through June stretch
on record and prompting state
officials reduce SWP allocation to
MWD by 35 percent.
The SWP’s low reserves in
Lake Oroville - 350,000 acre feet less
than last year - will likely lead to low
allocations for MWD again in 2014,
officials said.
“A wet winter could increase
those projections, but we need to be
cautious, given last year’s early rains
gave way to record-dry conditions,”
said state Department of Water
Resources Director Mark Cowin.
Jeff Kightlinger, the MWD’s
general manager, said they have no
plans to impose mandatory water
conservation restrictions on water
users in the next year or two, but
hopes that conservation measures
will be taken up voluntarily so that
water use stays the same even as the
population grows.
“Southern
California’s
immediate supply outlook is stable,
but the long-term picture is less
certain, particularly in Northern
California because of the Delta’s
decline,” Kightlinger said.
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Taxpayers Foot Blunders?

A

405: Delays, Higher Costs,
And Collapsing Concrete Walls

os Angeles City Controller Ron
Galperin, declaring that he is
“throwing the doors open”’
on the city’s finances, released
millions of lines of data on city
payroll, revenue and spending to
the public on a new website dubbed
“ControlPanelLA.”
“The public will have, for the first
time, direct and centralized access
to a wealth of this data,”   Galperin
said. “And you can review it, search
it, analyze it, download it, share it
online anytime.”
Most of the data was previously
only accessible to a limited group of
city officials and includes detailed
payroll information for nearly
50,000 city employees, payments to
hundreds of outside vendors. and
city revenue from various sources
such as parking tickets and dog
license fees.
The website, which can be
accessed at https://controllerdata.
lacity.org/, was developed by
Socrata,
a
government
data
software company based in Seattle,
under a one-year, $84,000 contract,
according to Chief Deputy City
Controller spokeswoman Claire
Bartels.
ControlPanelLA
gives
Angelenos the ability to delve into
financial information in minute
detail, including looking up city
employees’ actual pay by quarter,
and a “checkbook” section showing
individual payments made out to
contractors and vendors.
The information can be organized
as pie charts or line graphs that allow
site users to rank and compare data.
According to the website, the city’s
number one expenditure for outside
vendors in 2013 was on lawsuits
and legal settlements, which came to
$108.7 million.
Galperin said he hopes to
continue adding to the website and
is working with City Attorney Mike
Feuer to obtain  the “legal go-ahead”
to release specific information about
lawsuits and settlements.

federal investigation blames collapsed concrete retaining laws for the 15 month delay in the
completion of the San Diego (405) Freeway widening project over the Sepulveda Pass.
The Los Angeles Daily News obtained reports outlining why the project, budgeted at $1 billion
and supposed to be finished now, has significantly overshot both goals.
The newspaper pointed to a vertical retaining wall technology devised by contractors and approved
by Metro, the lead agency in charge of the project.
In December 2011, several brand-new vertical retaining walls crumpled, creating a bizarre and
not-very-reassuring sight to hundreds of thousands of persons driving between the Westside and the
San Fernando Valley daily. Fifteen walls that held back soil from landing on the freeway were ripped
out and replaced.
The Daily News reported that the faulty wall designs have triggered a round of finger-pointing
and lawsuits. The project is built under a “design-build” contract that supposedly saves money and
time by allowing a contractor to literally draw up plans as construction moves along.
Kiewit, a large contracting firm based in Omaha, Neb., is responsible for the design and
construction of the project, which received $189 million and federal money. The remainder came from
L.A. County sales tax revenue raised under Measure R and administered by Metro, which is building
the freeway for Caltrans.
The Daily News reported that Caltrans has concluded that the walls failed because metal straps
that connected panels broke, and the various engineering firms and subcontractors who came up with
the plan are all suing each other.
Although the contractor is supposedly responsible for cost overruns, Metro has been named in the
lawsuits and it is not clear if taxpayers will be left holding the bag, the newspaper reported.
Other unexpected costs included relocating underground crude oil transmission lines and dealing
with a huge, previously-unknown
storm drain underneath Sepulveda
Boulevard. Residents near the
Mulholland Drive bridge - replaced
during the infamous Carmaggedon
closure - also insisted on changes that
cost time and money, the Daily News
reported.
Those have added about $100
new terminal that could be 68 percent larger than the one that now exists is being planned
million to the $1 billion project.
for Bob Hope Airport, according to officials.
Eighty-five percent of the
The replacement terminal would be 355,102 square feet, compared with 210,599 square
construction is done, Metro officials
feet in the existing terminal, according to information presented to the Burbank-Glendalesaid, and all work is scheduled to be
Pasadena Airport Authority, the Los Angeles Times reported. The new terminal would have 14
finished next fall, 15 months behind
gates - same as now.
schedule. Although only one through
Dan Feger, the airport’s executive director, said in remarks reported by The Times that the
carpool lane in one direction was
size of the new terminal might eventually be reduced, but the current square footage will be used
added across the pass, the entire
in the project’s environmental impact study, which is slated to begin before the end of the year.
10-mile freeway was reconstructed
The existing terminal is 80 years old and would be demolished after the completion of a
between the Ventura (101) and Santa
new terminal to create more space between it and the taxiways, according to The Times. Airport
Monica (10) freeways.
officials say a new terminal is needed because the existing building is too close to the runways Obsolete and unsafe 60-year-old
250 feet instead of the 750 feet required by Federal Aviation Administration safety standards.
overpasses and interchanges are being
The proposed terminal would include more publicly usable space because some of the
replaced on the Westside, and exit
airport authority’s functions, which take up 13,000 square feet, would be moved to another
lanes are also being added to the 405.
building on the airport property, The Times reported.
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New Terminal Set
For Burbank Airport

More specialists at our locations =
More time to spend together.
San Fernando Valley
Physician Specialties
Behavioral Health
Dermatology
Ear, Nose & Throat
Endocrinology
Gastroenterology
Family Medicine
Internal Medicine
Nephrology
Neurology
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Oncology & Hematology
Ophthalmology
Optometry
Orthopedic Surgery
Pediatric Medicine
Physical Therapy
Podiatry
Pulmonology
Rheumatology
Surgery
Urology

Make the smart choice and select a plan that works
with Facey during Medicare Open Enrollment!

Open enrollment is coming.
Choose wisely.

PORTER RANCH

If you’re choosing a new health insurance plan right now,
make sure to visit facey.com/insurance to see if it’s one
that we accept. And remember, most insurance companies
let you change doctors every month. So if you’re looking to
see a Facey doctor for the very first time, there’s no need
to wait until January!

19950 Rinaldi St
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
(818) 403-2400

Facey patients are well-connected.
You can use FaceyConnect online services to schedule
appointments, view lab results, request medication refills and more
whenever or wherever you happen to be. All you need is a computer
and internet access. You can sign up for FaceyConnect by speaking
with a receptionist at any Facey office. You can learn more online at
www.faceyconnect.com or by asking us the next time you visit.

You can join Facey Medical Group at any time.
Facey isn’t an insurance company. We’re the doctors who accept most of the HMO or PPO insurance
plans that you may have to help cover the cost of your care. Visit our website at facey.com/insurance
for a list of the companies we currently contract with or call us at (818) 837-5755.

www.facey.com
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CityWatch

The Government Shutdown
in Perspective: What Was
“Essential” and What Wasn’t
By Mattea Kramer

P

OST SHUTDOWN ANALYSIS-On a damp Friday morning 11 days into
the government shutdown, a “few dozen” truckers took to the Capital
Beltway in a demonstration with the Twitter hashtag #T2SDA (Truckers to
Shut Down America). They wanted to tell lawmakers they were angry, launch
an impeachment campaign against the president, and pressure Congress to
end itself.
They were on a “ride for the Constitution,” protesting big government
and yet the opinion polls were clear. In fact, the numbers were stunning.
One after another, they showed that Americans opposed the shutdown and
were hurting because of it. At that moment, according to those polls, nearly
one in three Americans said they felt personally affected not by too much
government, but by too little, by the sudden freeze in critical services.
In reality, that government shutdown was partial and selective.
Paychecks, for example, kept flowing to the very lawmakers who most
fervently supported it, while the plush congressional gym with its heated
pool, paddleball courts, and flat-screen televisions remained open. That’s
because “essential” services continued, even as “nonessential” ones ceased.
And it turned out that whether the services you cared about were essential
or not was a matter of just who got to do the defining. In that distinction
between what was necessary and what wasn’t, it was easy enough to spot the
values of the people’s representatives. And what we saw was gut-wrenching.
Stomach-churning.
Prioritized above all else were, of course, “national security”
activities, deemed beyond essential under the banner of “protecting life and
property.”
Indeed, only for a brief moment did the shutdown reduce the gusher of
taxpayer dollars, billions and billions of them, into the Pentagon’s coffers.
After a couple days in which civilian Defense Department employees were
furloughed, Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel announced that 90% of
them could resume work because they “contribute to morale, well-being,
capabilities, and readiness of service members.”
Furloughing Children
Then there were the nonessential activities.
In Arkansas, for instance, federal funds for infant formula to feed
2,000 at-risk newborn babies were in jeopardy, as were 85,000 meals for
needy children in that state. Nutrition for low-income kids was considered
nonessential even though one in four children in this country doesn’t have
consistent access to nutritious food, and medical research makes it clear that
improper nutrition stunts brain architecture in the young, forever affecting
their ability to learn and interact socially. Things got so bad that a Texas
couple dug into their own reserves to keep the program running in six
states.
If children in need were “furloughed,” so were abused women. Across
the country, domestic violence shelters struggled to provide services as
federal funds were cut off. Some shelters raised spare change from their
communities to keep the doors open. According to estimates, as many as six
million women each year are victims of domestic violence. On average in this
country, three women are murdered by an intimate partner every day.
But funding for domestic violence protection: nonessential.
Let this be the last time that a couple dozen Tea Party truckers are the
only ones angry enough to take to the streets. The vast majority of Americans,
whatever their anger when faced with pollsters or TV news interviewers,
took this shutdown lying down, perhaps imagining -- incorrectly -- that they
were powerless.
Let this be the last time we allow ourselves such lethargy. After all, there
are 243 million Americans old enough to vote, which means 243 million ways
to demand a government that serves the people instead of shutting them
out. Keep in mind that in the office of every member of Congress is a staffer
tracking constituent calls. And what those constituents say actually matters
in how legislators vote.
They know that a flood of angry telephone calls from their home districts
means legions of angry constituents ready to turn out in the next election and
possibly turn them out of office.
Shutting Down Taxes
Americans, however, didn’t get angry enough to demand an end to the
shutdown, perhaps at least in part because poisonous rhetoric had convinced
many that the government was nothing more than a big, wasteful behemoth
-- until, at least, it shut down on them. Think of these last weeks as a vivid
lesson in reality, in the ways that every American is intimately connected
to government services, whether by enjoying a safe food and water supply
and Interstate highways, or through Meals on Wheels, cancer treatment, or
tuition assistance for higher education, not to speak of Social Security checks
and Medicare.
So let this be the last time we as a nation let our elected officials cut
nutrition assistance for vulnerable children at the same moment that they
protect deep tax loopholes for the wealthy and corporations. And let’s call
recent events in Washington just what they are: breathtaking greed paired
with a callous lack of concern for the most vulnerable among us.
Gerrymandered district lines must be redrawn fairly, which means that
citizens in each state will have to wrest control over redistricting from biased
political bodies. California has set the example. Then the big money must
be pulled out of political campaigns, so that our politicians learn how to be
something other than talented (and beholden) fundraisers.
Finally, we must build, person by person, an electorate that’s informed
enough about how our government is supposed to work to fulfill its
responsibility in this democracy: to ensure, that is, that it operates in the
best interests of the broadest diversity of Americans.
(Mattea Kramer is research director at National Priorities
Project, where Jo Comerford is executive director.)
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CityWatch

The Man Who Said
Obamacare is Worse
Than Slavery
By Earl Ofari Hutchinson

D

r. Ben Carson’s shoot from the lip, crackpot quips, digs, and insults at women, blacks,
Democrats, and especially President Obama are fast becoming the stuff of legend. This time
he almost outdid his past inane cracks with the zinger that the Affordable Care Act is worse
than slavery. Carson has parlayed his zany potshots into a plum spot as a Fox News Network
commentator.
This is the sorry case of a man who at one time had the respect of many for his moving, inspiring story of overcoming hardships to become a highly respected medical professional and who now
has prostituted himself to grab a quick headline from a sound bite driven, titillation media that
hungrily eats up anything that someone like a Carson dishes out.
But it’s also the case of a man such as Carson and his ilk that serve a calculating purpose. They
get attention for the GOP. While they are zany, they also touch a deep, dark, and throbbing pulse
among legions of ultra-conservatives who think that Obama and many Democrats are communists,
gays are immoral, and that the health care reform law is exactly what Carson called it “slavery,”
meaning the tyrannical intrusion by big government into their lives. Carson actually went even
further than the slavery dig and likened the health care law to the old communist dictatorship in
the Soviet Union run by Lenin.
				
*		
*		
*
Mainstream GOP leaders can’t utter these inanities. They must always give appearance that
they are above the dirt, mud, and hate slinging fray. So they leave it to a well-paid stalking horse
like Carson to do their dirty work for them. But that’s only part of Carson’s worth to conservatives.
He gives the illusion that the GOP is a race neutral party that has a plethora of big name,
African-Americans as their visible point men and women, and who speak with authority. The cast
of shameless black panderers and hucksters that the GOP has trotted out and plopped in front of
the TV cameras during the past few years has been both endless and embarrassing. But they still
keep them coming.
The idiotic comparison of the Affordable Care Act to slavery was a perfect example of how the
GOP craftily manages to weld race and its current signature hit issue of Obama, the health care
law, into one package to play on rightwing hysteria over the law. The GOP understands the fundamental political axiom that self-interest rules politics as well, if not better, than the Democrats.
Party leaders have long known that blue collar white voters, especially male voters, can be easily
aroused to vote and shout loudly on the emotional wedge issues; abortion, family values, anti-gay
marriage and tax cuts.
For months before passage, they whipped up mania and borderline racism against the health
care law. This was glaringly apparent in ferocity and bile spouted by the shock troops that the GOP
leaders in conjunction with the tea party brought out to harangue, harass and bully Democratic
legislators on the eve of the health care vote.
For the months after passage of the act and its upholding by the Supreme Court the GOP has
never relented in the drumbeat attack up on it. That includes the dozens of House votes to defund
or outright kill it. And then everything it making it the prime bargaining chip in its fresh assault on
government with the partial shutdown.
Carson fits neatly into this script. He’s an African-American with name identification and
some admiration among blacks, though that’s dwindling fast. We can be sure then that this won’t
be the last crackpot quip that we’ll hear from Carson. Sadly, he’ll continue to be the worst thing
that happened to us since he opened his mouth.
(Earl Ofari Hutchinson is an author and political analyst. He is a frequent political commentator
on MSNBC and a weekly co-host of the Al Sharpton Show on American Urban Radio Network.)

Road Conditions in L.A. Region
Judged Worst in Country

A

ccording to the Los Angeles Times, the City of Los Angeles ranks number one in poor road condition and annual cost to drivers. This is based on a study done by TRIP, a Washington, D.C.based nonprofit that studies transportation data and issues.
Los Angeles’ streets are in the worst condition of any major US city, costing vehicle owners over
$800 in additional per-vehicle operating costs every year. Chronic underfunding of street maintenance
from the 1950’s - 1990’s led to the deterioration of 8,700 miles of city streets that now must be completely
reconstructed. At the current rate of repair, it would take 60 years to reconstruct all 8,700 miles.
Our streets are the foundation of our city. Poor pavement conditions affect every Angelino, every
day, whether by increased traffic, slower public safety response or decreased property values. It is vital
that we invest in our infrastructure to improve our quality of life and our City.
-Councilman Mitch Englander
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Assemblyman Speaks
To Porter Ranch,
Tackles Trees
By Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

O

ur California Assemblymember Scott Wilk was the guest speaker
at the October 1 PRNC Board Meeting. Wilk was elected to the
38th Assembly District in the June 2012 elections. His district spans
from Simi Valley to Santa Clarita.
His remarks began with comments about the budget and bill
approval process. He explained that bills are often brought to a vote when
they have been available for consideration for such a short time that no
analysis has been provided on the bill; therefore, votes are being cast
without sufficient information. He is requesting that bills be available
for three days before they come for a vote to allow Assemblymembers to
consider their vote.
Wilk further explained the “gut and amend” process, “this
controversial legislative maneuver is when a lawmaker takes an existing
bill that has already been approved by several committees or even
one house of the Legislature, then strips the contents and adds in new
unrelated bill language.”
This is done in the hopes that the items will get approved along
with the main bill item or under the name of the old bill item, even
if the original key elements of the bill have been gutted. With things
moving quickly at the end of the legislative calendar, it can be difficult
to track what has been added to or struck from a bill. “If policy ideas
are controversial and would normally struggle their way through the
legislative process, a ‘gut and amend’ is the perfect tool to evade public
scrutiny… the Legislature should focus on supporting more transparent
and accountable practices,” asserts Wilk.
				
*		
*		
*
Among the projects that Wilk has been working on are the Local
Control Formula Act which would eliminate categorical grants for schools,
allowing them more control over how that money is spent and AB806
which would have given the community colleges the discretion to hire more
counselors. Community colleges have been called on to graduate a larger
percentage of their students. Counselors are integral to the success of
increasing the graduation rates, but with the current number of students
per counselor, not all students can get help from a counselor. This bill
was wending its way through the approval process when the California
Teacher’s Association expressed its disapproval to Assemblymembers
who supported it, intimidating them into removing their support.
PRNC Board Member Sean O’Rourke asked what California is
doing to keep filming in California and suggested specific language to
incent shows to move back. Other stakeholders inquired about making
California friendly to businesses and reducing the $800 annual Limited
Liability Corporation cost. Wilk emphatically replied, “We did nothing
this year to encourage business.”
On a more positive note, meeting attendees expressed concern about
dead and dying pine trees near Rinaldi and the 118 and Scott Wilk took
action. The day after our meeting he requested that Cal-Trans remove
the dead trees on the north side of the 118 near Reseda and Tampa. As of
mid-October dead trees within Cal-Trans jurisdiction are being removed.
The PRNC will be asking the City for help in removing dead trees on the
parkways of Rinaldi and surrounding areas. Homeowners who have beetle
infested dying trees should quickly remove them to prevent more trees
from being infected. The PRNC appreciates Scott Wilk’s quick action to
save the beautiful trees in our community.
Captain Maureen Ryan of Valley Traffic will be the guest speaker at
the PRNC meeting on November 5, 6pm at Shepherd of the Hills Church.
She will speak at 7pm on pedestrian, bicycle and motorcycle safety, cell
phone usage and fatalities and the refurbishing of the LAPD Devonshire
roll call room. Find out more: www.PRNC.org. Please join us.

DWP Union Bo$$
d’Arcy’s Long Tentacles
By Jack Humphreville

T

he long tentacles of campaign funding IBEW Union Bo$$ d’Arcy were evident as the management
of our Department of Water and Power was unable to provide its Board of Commissioners with
the requested forensic audit of the Joint Safety Institute and the Joint Training Institute because
of the IBEW’s stonewalling tactics in providing DWP with the necessary financial and operational
information.
However, DWP’s management was stymied by a cumbersome bureaucracy as a committee
consisting of DWP, the City Administrative Officer (the “CAO”), the City Council’s Chief Legislative
Analyst, and the Ratepayers Advocate was formed “to get a handle on” at least 75 work rules and
practices that had been summarized by the Department.
Interestingly, there was no mention by the CAO of DWP’s Cadillac health care plan that costs
the Department almost $150 million a year, or more than $17,000 a year for each employee, a 50% to
70% premium to other City workers.
Unfortunately, DWP management is in a very difficult position because the City Council is
beholden to Bo$$ d’Arcy because of his $6 million in campaign contributions over the past decade.
He also has a multimillion dollar war chest that is fueled by over $10 million a year in IBEW dues and
other fees.  
				

*		

*		

*

The imperial Bo$$ d’Arcy has also threatened to strike the DWP, holding the City hostage to his
unreasonable demands, a prospect that scares the daylights out of our spineless Elected Elite.
Nevertheless, contrary to the wishes of the Bo$$ and the recommendations of the CAO,
the Ratepayers (and the Ratepayers Advocate and the Controller) have a right to complete
transparency.
We also have the right to demand that DWP conduct a thorough benchmarking of its operations
so that it can improve the efficiency of its water, power, and joint systems operations.
ather than waiting for IBEW to hand over the
information on the Joint Safety and Training Institutes,
DWP’s management and the Ratepayers Advocate should
push ahead and do its own analysis of these two Institutes that
have been the beneficiary of over $40 million of Ratepayer
money since 2000. This would involve analyzing the tax
returns since their inception and interviewing its employees
that have participated in the safety and training sessions.   
DWP should develop its own full and complete analysis
of its restrictive work rules and practices, its health care
plans, and its labor premiums so that they can be disclosed
to the Ratepayers, the Ratepayers Advocate, its Board of
Commissioners, the Controller, and the rest of the City
By Richard Reeves
bureaucracy.  
ver the next year, we are going to hit with significant
everal years ago, Mike Pence, then a Republican congressman from Indiana, told Andrea Mitchell
increases in our water and power rates. And contrary
that Medicare was a failure because its costs had exceeded 1965 actuarial estimates. So they have,
to
the
wishes of campaign funding IBEW Union Bo$$ d’Arcy
because Americans are living longer, largely because of Medicare and Medicaid.
and the recommendations of the CAO, we have an absolute
Miss Mitchell responded: “I don’t know if you want to go back to Indiana and campaign against
right to know that our hard earned money is being used
Medicare.”
efficiently.
So it goes, back almost a century. Just as the Republicans in Congress are desperate to destroy the
Affordable Care Act, their predecessors tried to kill Medicare in the 1960s and Social Security in the
1930s. Here is what two Republicans who became president and two who ran for the highest office had
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.
to say about Medicare:
He
is the President of the DWP Advocacy Committee, The
In 1961, Ronald Reagan, just an actor then, appeared in an anti-Medicare television commercial,
Ratepayer
Advocate for the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
urging people to write to their representatives in Washington. “Write those letters now; call your friends
Council, and a Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate.)
and then tell them to write them,” Reagan said. “If you don’t, this program, I promise you, will pass
just as surely as the sun will come up tomorrow, and behind it will come other federal programs that
will invade every area of freedom as we have known it in this country. ... And if you don’t do this and
if I don’t do it, one of these days we are going to spend our sunset years telling our children and our
children’s children, what it once was like in America when men were free.”

R

CityWatch

Healthcare: Deja Vu
All Over Again

O

S

(Continued from page 6)
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The longest
night
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

W

hat is the longest night you have ever had to endure? Perhaps it was
spent in a hospital, sitting at the bedside of a loved one who was
fighting for his or her life. Maybe it involved waiting for your teenage
son or daughter to come home after they missed curfew. Or perhaps it was
spent lying awake in bed, worrying about how you were going to pay a stack
of overdue bills and continue to provide for your family. Do you know that
in the midst of your anguish and suffering, God is able to empathize with
you and comfort you? That’s because His one and only Son, Jesus Christ,
braved the longest night in the history of the world. By studying Jesus’
actions during these painful and protracted hours, we will gain the tools
we’ll need to face any hard times we might encounter in the future.
In Matthew 26, we find the compelling account of the night before
Jesus Christ was crucified. Knowing He was about to be betrayed by His

friends and put to death by His
enemies (see Matthew 26 verses
two, 21, and 31-35), Jesus was
overwhelmed by great sorrow.
And yet, despite His distress, we’ll notice
three extraordinary ways He responded to this terrible trial:
1. Jesus comforts His disciples – As Jesus shared the Passover meal with His disciples, He warned that they all would desert Him
that very night, and that one of them—Judas Iscariot—would betray Him.
Have you ever been abandoned or betrayed by a loved one? If so, you know
firsthand how difficult it is to respond with forgiveness and grace. Jesus
served as an amazing example to us when He chose to comfort His disciples
anyway by telling them He would rise again after His death and meet them
in Galilee (verse 32). He also promised that when He
departed to Heaven, He would send them a Helper,
the Holy Spirit (John 14:1- 4; 16-17).
2. Jesus prays and submits to God’s will
– After the Last Supper, Jesus went up to the Garden
of Gethsemane to pray with His disciples. “Then he
said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow
to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with
me.’ Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the
ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as
you will’” (Matthew 26:38-39). Whenever you are
troubled, follow Christ’s example and pray to the
Father and be willing to submit to whatever His will
is for your life. There is great comfort and peace in
earnest and heartfelt prayer.
3. Jesus is silent before accusers and
abusers – Next, Jesus was arrested and His disciples fled out of fear. He stood before the council of
religious leaders as many false witnesses came forward to accuse Him. “But Jesus remained silent” (v.
63). If another person lies about you or accuses you
of wrongdoing, what would you do? Sometimes the
best policy to remain silent as Christ did, trusting
God to defend you—and your reputation to speak for
itself. Even when Jesus’ accusers spat on Him and
struck Him with their fists, He did not fight back (v.
67-68).
In His darkest hour, Jesus’ heart was set upon comforting others, praying and submitting to God, and
remaining silent before those who accused Him
falsely and abused Him. If ever you are facing difficult times, remember how Christ showed the way
to endure with great faith and courage. Because God
loved the world so much, He laid down His life willingly for his friends and for His enemies (John 3:16,
Luke 6:27, Romans 5:10). To learn more about God’s
great love for you, please join us for weekend services
at Shepherd of the Hills Church. Visit www.theshepherd.org for more information.
Edited by Angie Merrill
Dudley Rutherford is the author of God Has an App for
That (www.Godhasanapp.com) and the senior pastor
of the 10,000-member Shepherd of the Hills Church in
Porter Ranch (Los Angeles), California. Service times
at Shepherd are Saturdays at 5:00 and 6:30 pm and
Sundays at 8:30, 10:00, and 11:30 am. You can find
Dudley online at www.DudleyRutherford.com or on
Twitter @pastordudley.
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Home Flipping By and
For the Favored Few
By Mark Lacter

I

nvestors buy a home in Venice for $900,000. Nearly $600,000 is spent
on renovations. The finished product gets sold for $2.065 million.
That’s a much higher profit than what standard mom and pop
flippers would be looking for - and no wonder, considering that this
property was the work of high-end flippers specializing in $1-millionplus real estate. Going after luxury properties has gotten so lucrative
that powerhouse investors, including Colony Capital and the Pritzker/
Vlock Family Office, are helping bankroll Nick Sinatra’s American
Coastal Properties, which is based in Irvine. From the WSJ:
Initially after the housing crash in 2009, investors focused on
fishing out foreclosed and other distressed properties on the cheap,
with an eye toward renting out those homes or flipping them for a
quick profit. But that trade has come under pressure as foreclosures
have fallen and as competition has picked up. Now some companies
are focusing on flipping expensive properties amid a housing-market
rebound that has been driven, in part, by limited listings of homes for
sale, particularly in California.
				

*		

*		

Healthcare: Deja Vu
All Over Again

*

Unlike the “flippers” of the housing bubble, who bought homes with little or no
money down, those investors today often have to make all-cash purchases, which has
reduced the pool of potential buyers. ACP focuses on buying homes with “lot value” that is, properties that currently have little curb appeal but that are located in exclusive
neighborhoods such as Los Angeles’s Venice Beach or La Jolla. They spend between
50% to 100% of the purchase price--hundreds of thousands of dollars--to gut, redesign
and rebuild the home.
High-end home sales, which had been lagging in the early days of the housing
recovery, are making up for lost time, with sales of Southern California properties over
$800,000 up 48 percent in August compared with a year earlier, according to Dataquick.
Flipping at this level remains unusual - and risky - though ACP is obviously making a
business of it. So is Bruce Bartlett, managing partner at Sequoia Real Estate Partners,
a private-equity firm in Los Angeles. From the Journal:
Mr. Bartlett’s company has raised a $4.5 million fund that allows him to work
on about seven homes at a time. Most of his investment money is “very old school-doctors, lawyers, family trusts,” and he says he has outperformed his promised 12%
returns. His firm has just finished renovating a Rancho Palos Verdes, home that he
hopes to sell for about $1.43 million. He paid $850,000 for it earlier this year after the
longtime owner died and his wife moved. Mr. Bartlett heard about the home from a
friend and convinced the owner’s children to sell.

(Continued from page 4)
In 1964, Sen. Barry Goldwater, a candidate for president, said: “Having given our
pensioners their medical care in kind, why not food baskets, why not public housing
accommodations, why not vacation resorts, why not a ration of cigarettes for those who
smoke and of beer for those who drink.”
That same year, George H.W. Bush, who would succeed Reagan as president, called
Medicare “socialized medicine.”
In 1996, Sen. Bob Dole, then the Republican candidate for president, boasted that
he had voted against the Medicare bill, saying, “I was there, fighting the fight, voting
against Medicare ... because we knew it wouldn’t work in 1965.”
“Over the years,” wrote Igor Volsky, a liberal blogger on ThinkProgess.com,
“Republicans proposed numerous schemes to slash funding or privatize Medicare.
Most notably, in 1995, under the leadership of then-House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
R-Ga., Republicans proposed cutting 14 percent from projected Medicare spending

I

(Continued on page 11)

magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and
respect for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, November 17, 2013
Middle School
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818.363.8127

High School
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304
818.347.8300

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

LA Biz Observed

Why It’s Hard to
Gauge Progress of
Health Care Programs

T

www.chaminade.org
November, 2013

By Mark Lacter

he state’s health care insurance exchange, Covered California, processed 94,500
applications as of Oct. 16, roughly half of all filings reported from the 16 states
(and the District of Columbia) that have their own insurance markets. The staterun systems are separate from the HealthCare.gov federal website that’s been plagued
with technical problems (though I understand more folks are finally getting through).
The problem with the early numbers is that they lack context; a single application
can represent more than one person, for example, so it’s safe to assume that the 94,500
figure involves many more people. Not helping are state and federal officials who have
been highly selective in what they release - no doubt because some of the metrics don’t
look good.
As expected, clueless pundits and commentators are providing the most sensational (and
often inaccurate) spins. The Washington Post’s Sarah Kliff brings up another key point:
Applying for insurance and buying insurance are not the same thing. An individual
could have completed an application but not yet paid a first month’s premium to his or
her health plan -- or that payment could still be being processed. That means we could
see these numbers drop when we start talking about enrollments, if people don’t actually
follow through with payment.
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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Quick and Dirty Social Security
By Tom Margenau

A

s many of you might guess, there are some questions that I am
asked over and over again. And every once in a while, I like to write
a column in which I cover as many of these common questions as
possible. Today, I will give quick and dirty answers to ten of them. In
many respects, I don’t like doing this because there are so many variables
and exceptions associated with almost all Social Security rules. So when I
give short and concise answers, I will inevitably have to leave out the ifs,
ands or buts that are often needed to clarify the answer. But today, I’m
going to sacrifice quality for quantity.
Q: Is my Social Security benefit based on my highest 10 years of
earnings, or my last three?
A: A Social Security retirement benefit is based on your average
inflation-adjusted monthly income using a 35-year base of earnings.
Q: If I start to work part time a few years shy of age 62, will my benefits
be severely cut because I have reduced earnings just before retirement?
A: Because your benefit is based on a 35-year base of earnings, the
impact of some years of reduced or even no earnings is greatly lessened.
Your eventual Social Security benefit won’t be as high as it would have been
had you kept working full time right up to your retirement date. But you
should not lose too much sleep over the relatively minor impact of early
retirement on your Social Security checks.
Q: If I work after I start getting Social Security, I’m forced to
pay Social Security taxes. Will those the extra taxes increase my Social
Security check?
A: You would get an automatic increase in your monthly retirement
benefit only if your current income exceeds the lowest (inflationadjusted) year of earnings used in your original Social Security benefit
computation.
Q: I heard that because I served in the military, I will get a bonus
added to my Social Security check. Do I have to specifically request this
bonus?
A: If you served in the military anytime from World War II through
2001, special wage credits are automatically added to your Social Security
record. How much is added depends on the period of time you were in the
military. You do not have to ask for these credits. But frankly, they are so
minimal that they rarely have much, if any, impact on a veteran’s Social
Security benefit.
Q: As a wife, I should be getting half of my husband’s Social
Security, right?
A: You get half if you wait until age 66 to claim those benefits. But
spousal benefits are reduced about one-half of one percent for each month
they are taken prior to that age.
Q: Can I take benefits on my spouse’s record at 62 and switch to full
benefits on my own at 66?
A: No. If you take any kind of reduced, i.e., pre-age 66, Social Security
benefit, that reduction carries over to any other benefits you might be
due. (This rule does not apply to widows.) But if you wait until age 66,
you can take benefits from your spouse and switch to your own at age 70,
which would come with a 32 percent bonus.

Q: Is it true I must be married for 10 years before I qualify for benefits on my husband’s Social
Security record?
A: The 10-year duration of marriage rule applies only to divorced women. If you are still married
to your husband, that marriage needs to have lasted only one year in order for you to claim benefits
on his record.
Q: I was married to my first wife for 20 years and my second wife for 25 years and counting. My first
wife never remarried. If my ex gets benefits on my record, will that reduce what my current wife can get?
A: No. All Social Security monies from your account paid to a divorced spouse are “add on”
benefits. They do not take a nickel away from what your current wife may be due on your record.
Q: I am about to retire and I have a 15-year-old daughter. She will only get benefits on my record
if I die, right?
A: Wrong. Minor children of retirees are eligible for monthly dependent’s benefits, generally
until age 18.
Q: I am disabled and considering filing for Social Security. I was told I must hire a lawyer because
all first-time disability claims are automatically rejected. True?
A: False. About 30 percent of all initial claims for disability benefits are approved. You should
consider getting a lawyer only if your claim is denied, you appeal and are scheduled for a hearing
before a Social Security judge.
If you have a Social Security Q: uestion, Tom Margenau has the answer. Contact him at thomas.
margenau@comcast.net.
- Creators.com

Demystifying Auto
Insurance Terms

M

By Ron Rauschenberger, State Farm Agent

ost states require drivers to have auto insurance—but how do
you know if you’re getting the right type of coverage for your
needs?
Your first step is to fulfill your state’s and lender’s minimum
requirements. A call to your state’s insurance commissioner’s office
can get you started. Then, familiarize yourself with the different types
of insurance and what each covers. These typically include:
Bodily Injury Liability covers injuries, lost wages, pain and suffering
and other damage you might cause to other drivers, passengers and/
Best wishes for a joyous holiday season
or pedestrians. It also covers court and legal fees.
Rental Reimbursement will pay for a rental vehicle if your car is
from Porter Ranch Development Company.
not drivable after an accident.
Collision provides coverage for damage inflicted to your vehicle
after a rollover or accident with another car or object. Coverage kicks
in after a policyholder meets his or her deductible.
Comprehensive provides coverage for damage to your vehicle
after a non-vehicle or non-rollover incident, such as theft or weather
damage. This coverage typically requires a deductible.
Emergency Road Service can cover expenses related to a
breakdown, including towing.
Medical Payments and Personal Injury Protection offers
compensation for medical expenses, lost wages and even funerals
if you or other covered persons* are injured in a vehicle-related
accident.
Property Damage Liability covers damage you cause to another
individual’s property while driving. This also covers court costs and
legal expenses.
Uninsured or Underinsured Motorist Coverage can provide
reimbursement if you’re involved in an accident with a driver who
doesn’t have sufficient liability insurance—or any at all.
Terms to Know:
Premium: Payment you make to your insurance company for
coverage.
Deductible: The amount you pay before your insurance company
ShapellHomes.com
pays the rest. Higher deductibles equal lower premiums; conversely,
lower deductibles equal higher premiums.
PORTER RANCH DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, A JOINT VENTURE OF SHAPELL HOMES, INC. AND LIBERTY BUILDING COMPANY.
Covered Persons: Policies generally cover the policyholder, their
©2013 Shapell Homes. California DRE Broker, License No. 527718.
spouse, other relatives living in the home, and individuals driving the
policyholder’s vehicle with their permission.
November, 2013
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LAUSD Sexual Misconduct

Let the Professionals
Handle This...

B

y the end of the year, the Los Angeles Unified School District will have
a team of professionals who will take the lead in investigating reports of
sexual misconduct in our schools.
This team will consist of full-time investigators who have law enforcement,
social services or Child Protective Services background and experience. Some
will be trained in electronic data analysis.
The District will also develop a Human Capital Data warehouse where all
employees’ records can be seen centrally.
As a Board member and parent, I am thrilled that the District has moved
so quickly to implement my resolution “Protect Children and Safeguard Due
Process,” which the LAUSD School Board passed unanimously in April.
My resolution was the result of months of meetings with district staff,
teachers, union members, parents and community members, ferreting out
bottlenecks in the current system and trying to streamline it.
This is what we found: When it comes to keeping children safe in the
classroom and dismissing teachers accused of abuse and sexual misconduct,
what’s needed is an independent look by a team of professional investigators.
				
*		
*		
*
All too often poorly conducted investigations can keep innocent teachers
out of jail for far too long. The cases that come before an internal review board
must sometimes be sent back because the investigations are incomplete. District
staff say they have witnessed cases where they get in front of a judge and the
investigation was either incomplete or so poorly conducted they lose, costing
the District huge amounts of money, and sending the alleged perpetrator back
into the classroom.
This is because if a case does not result in a criminal conviction, most
teachers accused of abuse or sexual misconduct are investigated by principals.
Principals are often uncomfortable investigating their own employees. They are
tasked with hundreds of tasks and do not have the time. The team of professional
investigators will not only lighten the principals’ load, but also provide training
to school site administrators on how to conduct their own investigations.
The current investigation process is also often unfair to teachers, who in
many cases have not even been informed of what they are being investigated
for. My resolution called on the District to let teachers know—at least in general
terms—what they have been accused of, with uniform procedures across the
District.
By the end of September a new template will be used by the District to let
employees know what they are accused of, and to outline the processes for the
reassigned employee’s work assignment, hours, duties, and a point of contact
for questions and concerns. The template has been approved by the unions and
should be in use by mid-fall.
The team of professional investigators is estimated to cost about $1.5
million.
To put that in perspective, between July 1, 2012 and today, there were 13
sexual and non-sexual cases where a poor investigation hampered the District’s
ability to successfully prosecute an employee. The result of those settlements
and decisions cost the District $1.8 million. The Office of Risk Management
said that between July 1, 2007 and today, the loss of payments for sexual assault
claims was about $31 million. That does not include Miramonte.
Superintendent John Deasy says that with fewer school purchases, and
more retirements and vacancies than anticipated, the Superintendent has
redirected funds to begin implementing this resolution.
We need our investigations to be fair and speedy, to do justice to our teachers.
And we need our investigations to be effective, thorough and professional—and
conducted by those with expertise in the field—to protect our children.
The creation of a team of professional investigators for sexual misconduct
cases is a critical step forward for the Los Angeles Unified School District.
			
-Tamar Galatzan
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From the Right

Where Do Public School
Teachers Send Own Kids?

G

By Larry Elder

uy walks into a restaurant. Says to the waitress, “I’d like some scrambled eggs and some kind
words.” She brings the eggs. The guy smiles, “Now how about the kind words?” Waitress whispers,
“Don’t eat the eggs.”
This brings us to the fact that urban public school teachers are about two times more likely than
non-teachers to send their own children to private schools. In other words, many public school teachers
whisper to parents, “Don’t eat the eggs.”
About 11 percent of all parents — nationwide, rural and urban — send their children to private
schools. The numbers are much higher in urban areas. One study found that in Philadelphia a staggering
44 percent of public school teachers send their own kids to private schools. In Cincinnati and Chicago,
41 and 39 percent of public school teachers, respectively, pay for a private school education for their
children. In Rochester, New York, it’s 38 percent. In Baltimore it’s 35 percent, San Francisco is 34 percent
and New York-Northeastern New Jersey is 33 percent. In Los Angeles nearly 25 percent of public school
teachers send their kids to private school versus 16 percent of Angelenos who do so.
The study, conducted in 2004 by the Fordham Institute, said: “These findings ... are apt to be
embarrassing for teacher unions, considering those organizations’ political animus toward assisting
families to select among schools. But these results do not surprise most practicing teachers to whom we
speak. ... The data have shown the same basic pattern since we first happened upon them two decades
ago: Urban public school teachers are more apt to send their own children to private schools than is
the general public. One might say this shows how conservative teachers are. They continue doing what
they’ve always done. Or it might indicate that they have long been discerning connoisseurs of education.
...
				
*		
*		
*

“The middle class will tolerate a lot — disorder, decay, and dismay, an unwholesome environment,
petty crime, potholes, chicanery and rudeness. One thing, however, that middle class parents will not
tolerate is bad schools for their children. To escape them, they will pay out-of-pocket or vote with their
feet. That is what discerning teachers do.”
What about members of Congress? Where do they send their own children?
A 2007 Heritage Foundation study found that 37 percent of representatives and 45 percent of senators
with school-age children sent their own kids to private school. Of the members of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus with school-age children, 38 percent sent them to private school. Of the members of the
Congressional Black Caucus with school-age children, 52 percent sent them to private school.
The ex-mayor of Los Angeles, Antonio Villaraigosa, was asked why he did not have his own kids
in public school despite his strong advocacy of public education. Villaraigosa, whose wife was a public
school teacher, said, “I’m doing like every parent does. I’m going to put my kids in the best school I can.
My kids were in a neighborhood public school until just this year. We’ve decided to put them in a Catholic
school. We’ve done that because we want our kids to have the best education they can. If I can get that
education in a public school, I’ll do
it, but I won’t sacrifice (emphasis
added) my children any more than
I could ask you to do the same.”
When he got elected president,
Barack Obama and his wife
made a big display of looking
into D.C. public schools for his
two daughters to attend. But the
Obamas chose Sidwell Friends, the
Open House November 7, 2013 7:00-8:30 PM
elite private school whose alums
dates as follows: January 30, 2013 7:00-8:30 PM
include Chelsea Clinton. Obama’s
May 15, 2014 7:00-8:30 PM
own mother sent the then-10-yearold to live with her parents — so he
could attend Punahou Academy,
the most exclusive prep school on
the island. In fact, from Punahou
to Occidental (a private college in
Los Angeles) to Columbia (where
he completed college) to Harvard
Law, Obama is a product of private
education.
So how does this square with
Obama’s opposition to the D.C.
Opportunity Scholarship Program
that offered a voucher for the
children of participating parents?
It doesn’t.
President Barack Obama calls
education “the civil rights issue of
our time.” Yet, his opposition to K-12
education vouchers guarantees that
many of America’s kids will sit in
back of the bus.
(Larry Elder is a best-selling
author and radio talk-show host.)
- Creators.com
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Keep LA an
NFL-Free Zone
By Bob Gelfand

L

os Angeles is not an aging rust belt city in search of an identity. We don’t need
professional football in order to stoke our collective ego. We surely don’t need
the NFL to provide us a sense of self worth.
LA already has a sense of self importance. If nothing else, we have the undying
envy of easterners, who write endlessly about why they miss New York City. It
ought to make us feel proud. The idea that we need to solve some kind of group
identity crisis by bringing in another professional sports team seems kind of odd
when you think about it.
But take a look at the latest articles in CityWatch or the Times, and you will
find that the city government is raring to bring NFL football to Los Angeles. The
problem is that the preferred location is right smack dab at the intersection of the
10 and the 110, and coincidentally is also in an area of downtown that doesn’t have
an extra twenty or thirty thousand parking spaces handy.
But there is money involved -- big money -- and the L.A. City Council members
don’t seem to have what it takes to stand up for the public good when it comes to
AEG.
The NFL, having the monopoly on who can be a team (and where it can play)
have extracted money from cities and states for the construction of stadiums, and
that money has run into the billions. As a recent CNN story shows, the teams then
take a huge bite out of the fans by charging, on the average, something over $200
per game for the price of a couple of tickets, a couple of beers, and parking.
But even that doesn’t get you into the stadium. The more recent gimmick is
to charge you a license fee just to be allowed to buy a season ticket, and for a new
stadium like the one being built for the Minnesota Vikings, that seat license will
average about $2500.
It’s a rich man’s entertainment. The vast majority of Angelenos won’t be
buying seat licenses and season tickets. A lot of us would suffer from increased
traffic congestion though.
				
*		
*		
*
There’s actually something even uglier about all the begging and pleading
going on in the L.A. City Council. NFL owners have used the availability of Los
Angeles as an excuse to extort concessions from local governments. It’s been
happening in San Diego, where the stadium was upgraded as recently as 1997. The
owners want a brand new one.
Minnesota taxpayers will pay close to half a billion dollars for the construction
of the new Vikings Stadium. The Raiders have been the Oakland Raiders, the
Los Angeles Raiders, and then the Oakland Raiders again, and will presumably
demand concessions from their (current) city lest they go back to being the Los
Angeles Raiders one more time.
By the way, the LA City Council isn’t satisfied with trying to get one NFL
team to move. They have figured out that the only way to get their numbers to
work out is to get two teams. That might allow for the proposed Gridlock Field to
break even, but -- think about this -- it would make for even more days and nights
of traffic jams on the 110 and the 10. It also makes it that much harder to win the
battle, since it is even more unlikely that two teams would move here than for even
one team to come.
So here’s my alternative proposal, which gains us even more self worth. Let’s
be proud of the fact that we are an NFL-Free Zone. We will remain alone among
major U.S. cities in rejecting the extortionate demands of the billionaires who
control the NFL. We don’t mind if they build their own stadium somewhere that
doesn’t provoke huge new traffic jams on our most critical roads, and if they do it
on their own dime. They can build in the City of Industry if they like, or they can
go down the road towards Temecula. We just won’t foot the bills, and we won’t
agree to make life more difficult for the hundreds of thousands of motorists who
depend on the 10 and the 110 to make a living.
(Bob Gelfand writes on culture and politics for CityWatch.)
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Garcetti Appointments
Not So Special Thus Far

T

By Kevin Roderick

he LA Times analyzed the appointments made so far by Mayor Eric Garcetti, in the
context of his promise that “we are looking for people with new ideas, practical experience,
policy expertise and, most of all, a true commitment to public service.” What has actually
happened, the Times’ David Zahniser found, is this:
Of the 84 people chosen by Garcetti to serve on city and county boards and commissions,
at least three-fourths are friends, former staffers, campaign backers or relatives of campaign
backers.
More than two-thirds helped with Garcetti’s mayoral bid, providing campaign donations,
co-hosting fundraisers, giving high-profile endorsements or lending other forms of support.
Half donated money directly to his campaign.
Garcetti’s appointments follow a well-worn practice of Los Angeles mayors, including
the man he replaced, Antonio Villaraigosa.
Garcetti said in an interview that he is “unquestionably” seeking the best people
for commission seats, most of which are volunteer positions. The mayor said he wants
commissioners who support his agenda, so it shouldn’t be a surprise to find that many favored
him as a candidate.
“Are there plenty of people who supported me, who are going to be in important positions
on my staff and on commissions? Absolutely, because they’re attracted to the leadership and
the values and the goals I’ve put out there,” he said. “That’s the natural progression of how
politics works.”
More than 200 commission slots remain to be filled, the story says.
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Students Fight
“Blackout in a Can”
LOCAL Events
By Haeeun Blessing Jee, Valley Voice Reporter

Mitzvah Day

Temple Ramat Zion, the only conservative temple
in the North San Fernando Valley, will join with other
congregations in the Valley as part of the United Federation’s
‘Mitzvah Day’ on November 3rd. All day Sunday,
November 3rd, special projects to benefit the community
will be conducted by over 40 Jewish organizations in
the five-valley area (San Fernando, Conejo, Simi, Santa
Clarita, and Antelope), including Temple Ramat Zion. For
more information see www.trz.org.

Memorabilia Show
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In the
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Early Start Calendar

B

F

Medical Initiative
Villaraigosa USC

ormer Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa has joined the faculty of USC’s Price School of Public
Policy.
Price School Dean Jack H. Knott said Villaraigosa’s task as professor of the practice of policy will be
to work
innovative
and large scale approaches to important policy issues facing California.
40onYears
Experience
A Antonio
THE CONVENIENCE
YOUR
HOUSE
“Throughout his tenure as mayor of the city of Los Angeles,
Villaraigosa OF
made
significant
progress in policy areas that are critically important to the USC Price School,
including
ALL LEVELS,
ALLtransportation
AGES
and infrastructure development, public safety, port security and the environment,” Knott said.
Villaraigosa, Los Angeles’ 41st mayor, left office June 30 following two mayoral terms.
Office
“The Price School
is one of the nation’s leading policy schools, with particular strengths in my own
INsaid.
EUROPE
policy interests, such as transportation and infrastructure development,”TRAINED
Villaraigosa
“I am excited
20969
Ventura
Blvd.,
Suite
203
OF EXPERIENCE
about working with the school to propose solutions to some of the 15+
state’sYEARS
and nation’s
critical policy
challenges.”
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LA Observed

L.A. Economy Getting
Better, Warts and All
By Mark Lacter

I

t might not seem that way in many parts of town, but payroll jobs grew 3.8 percent in 2012,
which is the sharpest increase since 2005 and nearly double the national rate, according
to Beacon Economics. But the gains were concentrated in only four of the city’s 15 council
districts, and that, along with a 2.3 percent drop in wages, would suggest an economy that’s
badly splintered - even more than usual for L.A. From the Business Journal:
“This is very much a good news/bad news report,” Beacon economist Christopher
Thornberg told city councilmembers. “Overall, the city economy is improving, but the growth
is very uneven and has not spread to all parts of the city.” Thornberg said construction activity
is one of the bright spots, with permits for multifamily units jumping 28 percent last year to
6,766 units and the total value of all building permits rising more than 20 percent to $2.9
billion. Consumer spending in the city was strong last year as sales tax receipts rose 5 percent
to $452 million.
In a Business Update on KPCC, and also in Los Angeles magazine, I point out that the
improving numbers belie the long-running myth that L.A. is a bad place to do business. Far
from it. From KPCC:
Mark Lacter: If anything, city officials have been too accommodating. Frankly, the
anti-business rap never made much sense when you consider the thousands of companies
that start up here each year. A study by the accounting firm PricewaterhouseCoopers ranks
L.A. particularly high when it comes to ease of doing business, which runs counter to the
conventional wisdom.
Steve Julian: You’re not saying it’s truly easy, are you?
Lacter: Easy, no. There certainly are plenty of reasons for business owners to pull out
their hair. And those hassles, along with an unemployment rate that remains quite high, has
given developers and other businesses the leverage to ask for various giveaways. All they
have to do is say that their projects will generate more jobs, and city officials tend to respond
favorably. And, by the way, job creation doesn’t always determine economic growth, certainly
not in the short term.
Julian: We all remember during the mayoral campaign, candidates were talking about
how their policies would lead to lower unemployment...
Lacter: ...right, almost like they could pick up jobs in the produce section at Ralphs. Well,
it doesn’t quite work that way. Thing is, the city of L.A. doesn’t need to cut so many deals - the
local economy is rich enough and broad enough to keep prospering. Which is why city officials
might want to lay off the incentives, and focus on the basics - public safety, transportation,
parks, libraries. Do that right, and the business climate will take care of itself.

www.PorterRanchTeam.com
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Healthcare: Deja Vu
All Over Again
(Continued from page 6)
over seven years and forcing millions of elderly recipients into managed health care
programs. ... The cuts were to ensure that Medicare is ‘going to wither on the vine,’
Gingrich explained. Similarly, during the 2008 presidential campaign, Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., proposed cutting $1.3 trillion from Medicare and Medicaid.”
Perhaps McCain should try to go back to Arizona and campaign against Medicare.
Who knows? That might go over big in the leisure villages and assisted-living nursing
homes out there in the desert.
As for Social Security, Nick Kristof of The New York Times has reported that
when it was proposed by President Franklin Roosevelt in 1935, John Taber, a
Republican representative from New York, said: “Never in the history of the world
has any measure been brought here so insidiously designed as to prevent business
recovery, to enslave workers.”
So, back to you, Andrea.
(Richard Reeves, senior lecturer at the Annenberg School for Communication
at the University of Southern California, is an author and syndicated columnist.)
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GREATEST

SALE

†

IN HISTORY

FREE $50 ASHLEY FURNITURE HOMESTORE GIFT CARD! ‡
to the first 25 customers Friday, November 29th, Saturday, November 30th,
Sunday, December 1st & Monday, December 2nd.
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No exclusions on gift card, limit 1 per household, offer only redeemable with purchase, offer valid from 11/29/2013-12/02/2013.‡ Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy
Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers,
promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not
represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2013 Ashley HomeStores,Ltd. Promotional Start Date November 12, 2013. Expires December 02, 2013.
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