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Welcome 
New Advertisers

LOGIX ("SMARTER BAN KI NG") - Now open offering a 
4.04% 30-year fixed mortgage. Home shoppers can take one-
eighth off, and ONLY 3% down option! LOGIX - 77 years strong!
Apply today! Chatsworth Branch, 10324 Mason Ave., near 
Trader Joe's. (866) 740.5328.

FORD COLE CHEVRON - It's a bit dusty now, but a brand 
new facility should be ready by the end of November. Open 
24/7, a fabulous BEER CAVE, quality wines (gift wrapping 
available), an exciting EURO coffee bar. Same location (Rinaldi 
and Tampa), much larger, right in the center of Porter Ranch. 

BISHOP ALEMANY HIGH SCHOOL - Call today to schedule 
a campus tour, 818-837-5222. Is your child inspired by 
excellence? 11111 N. Alemany Drive, Mission Hills.

Public Warned of Posting Web Ads 
Following CSUN’s Student Murder
A Long Beach man was charged with capital murder in connection with the death of a Cal State Northridge 

student whose body was found in the Coachella Valley.
 Agustin Rosendo Fernandez, 28, is accused in the death of Abdullah Abdullatif Alkadi, who disappeared 

Sept. 17 from his home near the CSUN campus. Alkadi’s body was found along Interstate 10 east of Cook 
Street in Palm Desert, according to the Riverside County coroner’s office.
 Fernandez appeared in court in San Fernando, but his arraignment was postponed until Nov. 17. The 
murder charge includes the special circumstance 
allegations of murder during a robbery and 
murder during a carjacking. Prosecutors will 
decide later whether to seek the death penalty 
against Fernandez.
 Authorities had not released any details 
about how Alkadi died, but prosecutors contend 
Fernandez used a knife to carry out the crime.
 Los Angeles Police Department Chief 
Charlie Beck said that in mid-September, Alkadi 
listed an Audi for sale on craigslist and he 
disappeared Sept. 17 while “showing that vehicle 
to a prospective buyer.”
 “The investigation determined that Agustin 
Fernandez killed Mr. Alkadi in an attempt to keep 
both the Audi and the purchase price,” Beck said.
 The chief said the case points to a 
common danger facing people who sell 
merchandise online.
 “It’s a case that is all too common in the 
county and city of Los Angeles,” he said. “I think 
that the message for the public here is that you 
have to beware when using online Internet sites 
to sell anything. Craigslist, eBay, all the other 
opportunities for sales are also opportunities to let 
unwanted people into your lives. This happened, 
not the victim’s fault, but with (an) absolutely 
tragic, tragic outcome.”
 Beck said there are steps people can take 
to avoid becoming a victim, most notably taking 
someone along when meeting a prospective buyer, 
and holding those meetings in public places.
 “As a matter of fact, if you want to meet 
in front of one of our police stations, they’re 
available for that purpose,” Beck said.
 City Councilman Mitch Englander said 
that when posting ads online, “don’t use your 
full name and don’t list your address or phone 
number on any of the sites.”
 He also said photos on the site should not 
show any family members or any identifiable 
information. Photos of vehicles should not show 
the license plate, he said.
 “Anybody at anytime can, in fact, be a 
victim,” Englander said.

CityWatch

Memo to NFL: Keep 
Your Greed and Team

By Jack Humphreville

Last month, the Los Angeles City Council approved a six month 
extension of its September 2012 Implementation Agreement with the 
Anschutz Entertainment Group (“AEG”) involving relocating an 

existing National Football League franchise to a new, privately financed 
state of the art stadium in Downtown Los Angeles.  It also includes plans 
for the modernization of our outdated Convention Center by replacing the 
43 year old West Hall with a new $250-$300 million facility, all at no out of 
pocket cost to the City. 
 Over the last two years, AEG has been unable to obtain a commitment 
from an NFL team to relocate to Los Angeles, the second largest media 
market in the country.  But that is not unsurprising given the greed of the 
billionaire oinksters that control professional football. 
 While the NFL is right to be concerned about cost overruns for the 
proposed $1.2 billion stadium, the owners want to commandeer all of the 
$700 million in naming rights revenue from Farmers Field, but assume 
none of AEG’s liability associated with the cost of the stadium.  They are 
also demanding a hefty relocation fee, rumored to be in the range of $500 
million.  At the same time, the owners are demanding that AEG pay a full 
price even though it is buying a minority, non-controlling interest in the 
relocating team. 
 Over the next six months, AEG will continue its efforts to secure a 
team on acceptable terms, and if successful, will granted another six months 
to close the deal.  
 Importantly, the extension to the Implementation Agreement calls for the 
City and AEG to develop “Plan B” alternatives to expand and modernize the 
Convention Center if AEG is unsuccessful in securing a pro football team. 

   *  *  *
 To facilitate the “Plan B Design Process,” AEG will contribute 
$750,000 to the City, $600,000 of which will be used to pay three 
architectural and design firms that have been selected by the City 
to develop alternative designs for the Convention Center, including 
analyzing the “connectivity” between the Convention Center, the Sports 
and Entertainment District (Staples and LA Live), the South Park 
community, and greater DTLA.  The remaining $150,000 will be used 
to pay for the City’s retention of financial analysts, design professionals, 
and other experts to evaluate the alternative development plans. 
 While AEG has bought itself another six months to a year, the 
odds of an NFL team playing in a new stadium in DTLA are slim given 
the financial resources (and risks of cost overruns) imposed by the 
urban location compared to the availability of low risk alternatives in 
Inglewood and City of Industry.  
 But the City has the opportunity to create a world class Convention 
Center by working with AEG, a well-capitalized company which has 
invested billions in DTLA.  It owns LA Live, Staples, and the Stanly Cup 
Champions, the Los Angeles Kings, and a minority interest in the Lakers.  

ZZZZ…NFL to LA:
“We’ll Call You!”
The City Council extended for six months a 2012 deal 

with AEG in which the developer agreed to secure an 
NFL team for Los Angeles, build a football stadium 

and help expand the Los Angeles Convention Center.
 With the original pact expiring, the company has 
yet to get a National Football League franchise to agree 
to move to the city.
 The council approved a six-month extension 
without discussion.
 AEG executive Ted Fikre told Economic 
Development Committee members the company is 
“obviously disappointed that we have been unable 
to secure an NFL commitment,” but they are still 
“committed to the vision” of the 2012 agreement.
 He said he could not guarantee the city a team, but 
said there were “a lot of variables at play,” involving 
the league and “one or more teams.”
 “What we can say is, we’ve made progress in recent 
months, with the renewed dialogue with the NFL, that it 
was encouraging enough to us that we felt it was worth 
taking some more time to continue the effort,” Fikre said.
 Fikre said the NFL appears to be more 
interested in relocating a team than creating a new 
one to play in Los Angeles.
 As part of its extension request, AEG also agreed 
to foot the $750,000 bill for “Plan B,” in case they fail to 
secure a football team. The money would fund a design 
competition that would result in six concepts for expanding 
the Los Angeles Convention Center and to pay the costs of 
conducting environmental studies of the designs.
 Fikre said that while they are working with the 
city on the back-up plan, their “first choice” was to 
build the football stadium.
 City Administrative Officer Miguel Santana also 
said “the preferred choice” is still to continue with the 
original 2012 agreement to create a home for a Los 
Angeles football team, and using the revenue generated 
from the stadium to pay for two-thirds of the cost of 
improving the Convention Center.
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PORTER RANCH
19950 Rinaldi St • Porter Ranch, CA 91326 • (818) 403-2400

More specialists in one place =
More time to go exploring. 

Facey doctors are 
now participating 
in Blue Shield PPO 
network plans on 
Covered California!

We put the special in multispecialty.
We know your time is valuable. That’s why Facey offices 
offer primary & specialist care at a single location so that 
you don’t have to run all around town for your care. And our 
affiliation with Providence Health & Services connects you to 
award-winning hospital care in your own community.

Autumn is open enrollment time.
If you’re choosing a new health insurance plan right now,
make sure to visit facey.com/insurance to see if it’s one
that we accept. Remember, most insurance companies
let you change doctors every month. So if you’re looking
 to see a Facey doctor for the very first time, there’s no 
need to wait until January!

W W W. FACE Y.CO M/MORE                       @FACEYMEDICAL

BURBANK • CANYON COUNTRY • COPPER HILL • MISSION HILLS • NORTHRIDGE 
PORTER RANCH • SAN GABRIEL • SIMI VALLEY • TARZANA • VALENCIA

Ali Goharbin, M.D.
Family Medicine

Alaleh Sareh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Richard Landers, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Elise Kwon, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

Tanya Falkowski, M.D.
Pediatrics

David Chien, M.D.
Pediatrics

Bhavana Arora, M.D.
Pediatrics

Susan Kranzpiller, M.D.
Family Medicine

Michael Nelson, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

TOLL BROTHERS ANNOUNCES  
FALL PRE-SALES AT PORTER RANCH

Joining a popular duo of luxury 
communities in the hills of Los Angeles 
are The Bluffs and The Glen at Porter 
Ranch. Toll Brothers, America’s Luxury 
Home Builder®, announces the much 
anticipated pre-sales of both single-
family new home collections beginning 
October 25. Selective buyers now 
have the advantage of choosing from 
a broader selection of a combined six 
elite home designs in the exclusive 
master planned community of Porter 
Ranch. Residents of each collection 
can further benefit from the absence 
of Mello Roos and low tax rates.

Featuring three innovative two-story 
floor plans reaching an estimated 
3,684 sq. ft. to 3,934 sq. ft., each 
indoor/outdoor living design offers five 
spacious bedrooms and five- and one-
half baths at The Bluffs. Luxury outdoor 
living space and a side courtyard in 
a select plan invite the beauty of the 
outdoors inside for ultimate Southern 
California living. Defining the newest 
phase of homes at Bella Vista, The 
Bluffs is priced from the low $1 millions 
and blends a favorable combination of 
a first-floor bedroom, an expansive 
master suite with private retreat, 
an intimate courtyard and more for 
enhanced versatility. 

Residents and guests alike can 
also relax and entertain at the 
neighborhood’s central recreation 
center with refreshing pool and spa. 

Similarly, the private collection of 
The Glen offers three distinctive 
two-story plans nestled in the Los 
Angeles foothills with dramatic vistas. 
Each striking home design ranges 
from approximately 3,032 sq. ft. 
to 3,134 sq. ft. of family living area 
and is conveniently adjacent to the 
Porter Ranch Community School K-8 
with its outstanding 924 API. The 
Glen’s sought-after indoor/outdoor 
living designs are priced from the  

upper $800,000s. Residences not only 
reflect Toll Brothers’ acclaimed quality 
and styling, but additionally feature 
a first-floor bedroom with full bath, 
a large second floor bonus room, an 
inviting covered patio and more for 
maximum flexibility. 

Homeowners at The Glen can also 
look forward to time spent at their 
future recreation center and a state-
of-the-art clubhouse with private pool 
and spa.

Such memorable home designs 
additionally offer Toll Brothers’ 
Signature Estate features, which 
include dramatic 9- and 10-foot ceiling 
heights, Kohler fixtures, Toll Brothers’ 
signature millwork and being solar 
ready to provide valuable energy 
savings. 

The Bluffs and The Glen sales offices 
are located in Porter Ranch, and are 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.  For 
pre-sales information, call The Bluffs 
sales office at (818) 701-0621, The 
Glen sales office at (818) 727-0077, or 
visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com

About Toll Brothers
Toll Brothers, an award-winning 
Fortune 1000 company founded 
in 1967, embraces an unwavering 
commitment to quality and customer 
service. Toll Brothers is currently 
building nationwide and is a publicly 
owned company whose stock is listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange 
(NYSE: TOL). The Company was 

recently named Builder of the Year 
by BUILDER magazine, and was 
twice named Builder of the Year by 
Professional Builder magazine. 

Toll Brothers proudly supports the 
communities in which it builds; 
among other philanthropic pursuits, 
the Company now sponsors the 
Toll Brothers - Metropolitan Opera 
International Radio Network, bringing 
opera to neighborhoods throughout 
the world.

Toll Brothers builds luxury single-
family detached and attached 
home communities; master planned 
luxury residential, resort-style golf 
communities; and urban low-, mid-, 
and high-rise communities, principally 
on land it develops and improves. 
The Company operates its own 
architectural, engineering, mortgage, 
title, land development and land 
sale, golf course development and 
management, home security, and 
landscape subsidiaries. The Company 
also operates its own lumber 
distribution, and house component 
assembly and manufacturing 
operations. The Company acquires 
and develops commercial properties 
through Toll Commercial and its 
affiliate, Toll Brothers Realty Trust, 
and purchases distressed loan and 
real estate asset portfolios through 
its wholly owned subsidiary, Gibraltar 
Capital and Asset Management.

This is not an offering where prohibited by law. 

The Bluffs and The Glen Open October 25th

L.A. Orders 
Independent 

Study of 
Minimum Wage 

Hike Plan

A City Council committee has asked for a detailed 
study on the economic impacts of raising the 
minimum wage in Los Angeles to $13.25 an hour 

by 2017, and potentially to $15.25 an hour by 2019.
 The Economic Development Committee asked that 
an economist be hired to conduct the study, which should 
be completed by Feb. 1.
 The study is expected to further scrutinize Mayor 
Eric Garcetti’s proposal for raising the minimum hourly 
wage in the city to $13.25 over the next three years, and 
to peg the wage to the consumer price index thereafter.
 The economist will also look at an additional increase 
to $15.25 that is being pushed by labor-affiliated groups 
like Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy and the Los 
Angeles County Federation of Labor.
 A council motion authored by Mike Bonin, Gil 
Cedillo, Nury Martinez and Curren Price Jr. in support 
of the wage cited an existing study done by economists at 
UC Berkeley to support its proposal to raise the minimum 
wage to $13.25 an hour.
 That study was produced after the mayor’s office 
asked the university’s “leading labor economists and 
researchers” to evaluate Garcetti’s proposal, and it was 
done at no cost to the city, said mayoral spokesman Jeff 
Millman.
 But the wage hike proposal has drawn skepticism 
from some council members, including five who 
introduced a motion calling for additional study of the 
economic impacts.
 Supporters of the wage hike say it would help 
those living in poverty, while those pushing for a further 
increase to $15 an hour say the 46 percent of workers 
in Los Angeles, or about 810,000 people, who make less 
than that do not earn enough to cover basic necessities.
 But business groups, led by the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce, oppose the mayor’s minimum-
wage boost and say it would result in job losses.
 The state minimum wage of $9 an hour is set to rise 
to $10 in January 2016. But for thousands of workers at 
non-union Los Angeles hotels with 300 or more rooms, 
the minimum wage is scheduled to jump to $15.37 an 
hour on July 1 under an ordinance recently approved by 
the City Council. Hotels with at least 150 rooms will be 
required to match that raise, starting July 1, 2016.

Local Tech
Economy
Booming

Los Angeles County was home to 368,580 high-
tech jobs in 2013, more than other regions that 
boast strong high-tech sectors, according to 

figures released by Mayor Eric Garcetti and local 
economists.
 The Los Angeles area had more high-tech 
jobs than Boston-Cambridge, New York City 
and Santa Clara County, according to the Los 
Angeles Economic Development Center’s “High 
Tech in L.A.” report funded by JPMorgan Chase 
& Co.
 The distribution of jobs across industries 
has shifted over the years, with 40 percent 
of high-tech jobs in 2003 concentrated in the 
manufacturing industry, an area that a decade 
later accounted for under one-third of tech jobs, 
according to the report.
 The high-tech sector represents 9 percent 
of all employment in Los Angeles County, 
generating $32 billion in wages that amount to 
nearly 16.8 percent of payroll wages, according to 
the report. The sector on average pays 70 percent 
higher wages than in other sectors.
 The report also concluded that the local 
high tech sector contributed $21.8 billion in tax 
revenues for federal, state and local governments 
and $58.7 billion to employee incomes, generating 
$108.3 billion in GDP to the region.

Serving size? Portion size?
What does it mean?

Bhavana Arora, M.D.

Food Item Serving Size Looks As 
Big As

Dry cereal 1 ounce or 1 cup Baseball
Cooked cereal, 
rice or pasta

1 ounce or ½ cup ½ base-
ball

Orange, apple, 
pear

1 small (2½ inch-
es in diameter)

Tennis 
ball

Raisins ¼ cup Golf ball
Ice cream ½ cup ½ base-

ball
Lean beef or 
poultry

3 ounces Deck of 
cards

Figuring out serving sizes can be confusing, especially 
when we eat out. As you may have noticed, portions 
of food and drink at restaurants have increased. I can 

rarely finish some of those large entrees at restaurants. 
Combine the large portion sizes with a sedentary lifestyle 
and we can see why our obesity rates are increasing.  
 Children are growing up without a proper reference 
point for healthy food portion sizes because most of what 
is served to them is more than they really need. While 
most of us might think that a portion is the same thing 
as a serving, the two are actually completely different 
measurements. 
 A serving is a specific amount of food or drink 
that is defined by common measurements, such as cups, 
ounces, or tablespoons. Examples include recommended 
servings from MyPlate (the amount kids should eat) and 
the serving size on a Nutrition Facts label, which is the 
basis for all the other nutrition information printed on 
the label. 
 In many cases, the serving size listed on the Nutrition 
Facts label is different from the MyPlate recommended 
serving size. In fact, many of the MyPlate serving sizes are 
smaller than those listed on the Nutrition Facts label!
 A portion is basically the amount of food that 
happens to end up on the plate. Think of portion size as 
the actual amount of food kids choose to eat at breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, or a snack. Portions can be bigger or 
smaller than the recommended serving size.
 Below is a helpful way to look at serving sizes:

 Want to learn more? Go to my blog at facey.com/
healthykids for a longer version of this story, including 
portion guidelines for kids of all ages.  You can also visit:
http://www.buildhealthykids.com/servingsizes.html
http://www.eatright.org/kids/article.aspx?id=6442468830
http://healthyeatingforfamilies.com/category/recipes/kid-
friendly/
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Imagine a school where the student experience goes beyond 
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics 
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that 
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a 

challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious 
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect 
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Call today to schedule a 
CAMPUS TOUR

Middle School  
818.363.8127

19800 Devonshire St. 
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School  
818.347.8300

7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

www.chaminade.org

 

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.  
Setting the standard  for Catholic education.

Mayor Moves on Drought
Mayor Eric Garcetti signed an executive directive calling for a 20 percent reduction in the 

city’s fresh water use by 2017, and a 50 percent cut in the amount of imported water 
purchased by the Department of Water and Power by 2024.

 To reach the reduction goals, Garcetti called for a combination of steps to build the city’s 
local water supply, including treating groundwater, capturing and storing stormwater, using 
recycled water, employing conservation strategies and creating “green” infrastructure.
 He also ordered city departments to limit lawn-watering to two days a week and asked 
residents to do the same. He also called for more incentives and rebates for DWP customers 
who install rain-capture water systems and get rid of their grass lawns.
 The directive also includes a re-evaluation of the DWP’s tiered water rate system to 
encourage conservation by customers and the use of local water sources.
 Garcetti’s directive comes as the state faces a record-setting drought.

Can We Afford the Mayor’s 
Water Conservation Mandate?

By Jack Humphreville

Last month at an orchestrated press conference with the reflecting pool at our Department of Water and Power 
as a backdrop, Mayor Eric Garcetti, flanked by members of environmental community and City department 
heads, called on Angelenos to voluntarily reduce our use of drinking water by 20% by January 1, 2017.  This would 

involve watering our lawns only two days a week; replacing our lawns with native landscaping; installing low flow 
toilets, showerheads, and appliances; and covering our pools. 
 In addition to these conservation efforts, Garcetti also directed all City departments to be “water wise” by 
reducing their use of fresh drinking water, including Recreation and Parks, General Services, Public Works, Building 
and Safety, and the Bureau of Sanitation.  For example, within 90 days, Recreation and Parks, DWP, and Sanitation 
have been ordered to present a plan where 85% of the water used to irrigate public golf courses will be recycled. 
 The Mayor also wants to reduce the amount of drinking water that DWP purchases from the Metropolitan Water 
District by 50% by 2024, a very ambitious goal as we are now purchasing 80% of our fresh water from MWD because 
of the low snow pack in the Eastern Sierras and the over the top dust mitigation regulations for Owens Lake.  
 Garcetti is also calling for the creation of an integrated water strategy that increases our local supply of water.  This 
will involve increased conservation, green infrastructure, remediation of our contaminated aquifers, the replenishment 
of our groundwater supplies with recycled water, the direct use of recycled water (“toilet to tap”), and enhanced 
stormwater capture and reuse. 
        *  *  *
 Unfortunately, the Mayor has not disclosed the cost and impact of these very ambitions and expensive 
programs.  Nor has he asked for any input from the Neighborhood Councils, homeowner associations, Ratepayers, 
the Ratepayers Advocate, or the taxpayers. 
 Rather, Garcetti is forming a Mayoral Water Cabinet consisting of nine insiders, all of whom are beholden 
in one way or another to the Mayor and his policies.  This cabinet will oversee the City’s water policies, including 
conservation, DWP water rates, the integrated water strategy, and stormwater capture and reuse. 
 But who is going to pay for this “water diet” and the related “water wise” programs that are being dictated by 
Garcetti with the enthusiastic support of the City Council? 
 There is little doubt that the cost of the conservation plan to use recycled water 
(transported via “purple pipe”) to irrigate the City’s golf courses will be dumped on DWP 
and its Ratepayers, not Recreation and Parks, the operator of the courses.  Interestingly, 
there is no way that a similar deal would be available to any private country club.  

    *  *  *
 The DWP will also be asking for a significant, multiyear rate increase in our water 
rates.  This will include a new rate restructuring plan which will disproportionately increase 
the burden on homeowners, especially those in the Valley, all in the name of conservation.  
 It also appears that DWP Ratepayers will have to foot the multibillion dollar bill for 
the remediation of the San Gabriel Valley aquifers, the replenishment of our groundwater 
supplies with recycled water, and the toilet to tap program, even though other City 
departments will benefit. 
 Over the next twenty years, the City is also looking to dump the $10 billion cost of 
recycling stormwater onto the Ratepayers by requiring DWP to purchase water derived 
from this program at prices that may approach or even exceed the prohibitive cost of 
desalinated water.  This will increase rates to astronomical levels. 
 Before Big Brother proceeds with the plan to create a Water Wise City, Mayor 
Garcetti, the City Council, and the Department of Water and Power need to have an open 
and transparent discussion with the Ratepayers and the voters about the financial impact 
of this phenomenally expensive integrated water program on our rates and taxes. 
 Otherwise, the voters’ lack of trust, confidence, and respect for City Hall will dip to 
new lows, jeopardizing any new taxes and related programs that require the approval of 
the voters.  (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

IN A TWINkLINg oF A sECoNd
MY hEAd bECoMEs ACTIvE
RoARINg, ExpLodINg 

MANY ThoughTs
MANY IdEAs
MANY FEELINgs

ThEY CoME
ThEY’RE quICk
ThEY’RE so FAsT

ThoughTs FLoW
IdEAs RuN
EMoTIoNs RACE oN

I’M A TIME TRAvELER
I’M spEEdINg AhEAd
No oNE kEEps up WITh ME

I CAN’T WAIT
CAN’T sTop

CAN’T sLoW doWN FoR You

NEEd To bE ACTIvE NoW
EFFECTvE NoW
so MuCh YET To bE doNE

bEINg IMpATIENT 
bECoMINg hYpER-ACTIvE
FIghTINg AgAINsT TIME
doN’T hAvE MuCh TIME
so MuCh YET To bE doNE

NoW ANd ThEN
TWANgs IN MY ChEsT
TWITChNg IN MY ARMs
Is IT A sIgN oF A hEART ATTACk AgAIN
so MuCh YET To bE doNE

hAvE vIsIoNs oF bEINg MovEd AWAY
oN MY bACk oN A guRNEY
bEINg RoLLEd ouT To soMEWhERE
so MuCh YET To bE doNE

so MuCh YET To bE doNE

© NoRMAN MoLEsko, 2014
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30-Year Fixed Mortgage

Attention home loan shoppers. The buyer’s market just got sweeter thanks to 
Logix and its .125% rate reduction on 30-yr fixed mortgage rates. If you’re in the 
market to buy a home, this could be your best financial move in years.

n Quick approvals  n 3% down option
n 25-day funding guarantee on purchases

Take One-Eighth Off.

Apply Today!
Chatsworth Branch

10324 Mason Avenue
(In the Trader Joe’s Parking Lot)

(866) 740.5328

Oh, one other incentive worth mentioning. Logix is 77 years strong and one of the 
safest financial institutions in the country. So you know your loan’s in good hands.

4.04% 
APR

CONFORMING (30-YR FIXED)
LENDER RATE POINTS APR* PAYMENT** 

Principal & Interest

Logix 3.865% 0.00% 4.04% $969
The .125% Fixed rate Discount applies only to conforming 30-year fixed rate mortgage loans up to $417,000 and high-cost conforming up to $625,500 owner occupied and second-home 
purchase transactions. The .125% Fixed Rate Discount offer cannot be combined with our “$500 off Closing Costs” offer. *APR (Annual Percentage Rate) assumes a loan-to-value ratio of 
75%, conforming loan. Monthly payment estimate does not include taxes and insurance, actual payment obligation will be greater. Rates accurate as of 10/27/14 and may have changed 
after that date. Closing costs and other fees apply. **Payment amount based upon $200,000 loan.

Logix guarantees to close your loan by the date specified in the purchase contract, provided this date is 25 days from contract date and we have received a complete loan application and all requested documents. If the loan fails to close on time due to a delay by Logix we will credit up to $2,000 
of the buyer’s closing costs at time of funding. (Guarantee applies to 1st trust deed mortgage loans and must be requested prior to signing loan closing documents.) This offer applies to purchase transactions only that meet Logix’s lending guidelines, and may not be combined 
with other satisfaction guarantee offers. Federal law requires certain disclosures be delivered to the borrower at least 3 business days before consummation. The Guarantee to close does not apply if your closing is delayed due to the 3-business day waiting period. To qualify for  
“3% Down” (97% loan-to-value) financing, you must have excellent credit and provide down payment from your own funds. PMI required for LTVs in excess of 80%, resulting in a higher monthly payment.

Logix Federal Credit Union, proudly serving members since 1937.

CHATSWORTH  

BRANCH 

NOW OPEN!
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© 2014 Southern California Edison. All rights reserved. 

To Learn More About TOU, Call Your 
Account Manager, Visit on.sce.com/touag, 
Or Call Us At 1-866-743-1645

Agricultural and Pumping Accounts Not Already 
On a Time-Of-Use Rate Will Begin Transitioning 
to One In February 2015
These rates vary by the time of day, day of week, and season 
the energy is used. So with Time-Of-Use (TOU), when you use 
electricity is just as important as how much you use. Explore 
ways to manage your transition to TOU, including Optional 
TOU rates that may better match your business’s needs.

FOR OVER 100 YEARS...LIFE. POWERED BY EDISON.

At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength

It’s natural to want to breeze through life without encountering any difficulty or 
opposition. As humans, we tend to resist or run from obstacles that come our way. 
But the reality is that most things worth achieving or overcoming will require hard 

work, commitment, sacrifice, resolve, faith, and perseverance. After all, if becoming 
an Olympic athlete or building a successful company were easy, we’d have a lot more 
Olympians and CEO’s in the world. 

No one is exempt from the inevitable problems of life. Not even followers of Jesus. 
Christ Himself said unequivocally in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that 
in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” 

Unless we had trials and obstacles to defeat, what other opportunity would we 
have to cultivate our character and to increase our faith? If there wasn’t a wall 
standing in your way today, how would you be able to give glory to God for the 
victory He wants to give you in the future? How would you be able to praise God in 
the sight of your friends and neighbors for providing for you, healing you, forgiving 
you, giving you grace, or coming through for you in the nick of time? And what other 
opportunity would the Lord have to demonstrate His omniscience and omnipotence 
personally in our lives?

Whatever difficulty you may be facing, let 2 Chronicles 16:9 encourage and 
embolden you: “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen 
those whose hearts are fully committed to him” (emphasis mine). Enduring hardship 
gives us an occasion to show ourselves loyal to God, and it gives God an occasion to 
show Himself strong on our behalf.

The number one prayer request I hear from expectant parents is for their baby 
to be healthy and strong. Strength is a virtue. It is of great worth. We all want to be 
strong and for our children to be strong, but how many of us realize that trials are a 
necessary precursor to gaining strength?

Thirty-three times in the Bible we find the charge, “Be strong.” In Joshua 1:2-9, 
God told the new leader of the nation of Israel to be strong and courageous three times, 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

Obstacles are
Opportunities

BY

which echoed Moses’ final words to Joshua back in Deuteronomy 31:6. 
God also gave Joshua the assurance that no one would be able to stand against 
him all the days of his life, and that He would never leave him or forsake him 
(Joshua 1:15). You and I can take this assurance to heart because it’s repeated 
twice in the New Testament—once as Jesus’ departing words in Matthew 28:20 
and again in Hebrews 13:5. God will never abandon you in the midst of your 
troubles, and He wants you to rely upon His greatness.

James Hudson Taylor, a 19th century British Christian missionary to China, 
put it this way, “How many estimate difficulties in the light of their own resources, 
and thus attempt little and often fail in the little they attempt! All God’s giants 
have been weak men, who did great things for God because they reckoned on His 
being with them.” 

What if, instead of allowing ourselves to become discouraged by every 
obstacle we encountered, we simply viewed each one as an opportunity for us 
and for others to see God’s greatness in action? “Whom else do you know,” 
writes Sam Storms, “that is high, yet humble; strong, yet sensitive; righteous, yet 
gracious; powerful, yet merciful; authoritative, yet tender; holy, yet forgiving; 
just, yet compassionate; angry, yet gentle; [and] firm, yet friendly?” So in the 
face of adversity, let us throw our every hope into the arms of this capable and 
magnificent God!

 Adapted from the book, Walls Fall Down, by Dudley Rutherford and published 
by Thomas Nelson. Copyright 2014. Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall 
Down and the senior pastor of the 10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter 
Ranch (Los Angeles), California. You can connect with Dudley online at www.
WallsFallDownBook.com or on Twitter @pastordudley
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CityWatch

LA Ratepayers 
Deserve a Vote on 

Rate Increases!
By Jack Humphreville

The bad news surrounding the drought and the  water main 
breaks at UCLA and Hollywood is welcome news to the City 
Council.  Under the guise of increasing our water rates to fund 

water quality mandates and the repair of DWP’s ancient water 
mains and pipelines, City Hall will try to hit up Ratepayers for 
billions to finance new programs and projects that have not been the 
responsibility of our Department of Water and Power. 
 Over the past two years, our water rates have exploded by over 
40% as DWP has been forced to purchase more expensive water from 
Northern California and the Metropolitan Water District because of 
the lower snowfall in the Eastern Sierras and the expropriation of our 
Owens Valley water by overzealous environmental regulators. 
 Now DWP is considering a multiyear increase which will 
increase our water rates by 5% a year.  However, this assumes 
that we will experience average levels of precipitation in the 
Eastern Sierras and Northern California as opposed to the 
record low over the last two years. 
 But not all is of this $250 to $300 million increase in our water 
bills over the next five years will be used to repair the Water System’s 
infrastructure or fund its water quality mandates.  Rather, money 
will be used to pay for the Department’s inefficient customer service 
operations, the IBEW Labor Premium, and the Department’s 
contribution to the less than transparent Joint Safety 
and Training Institutes that is controlled by Union 
Bo$$ d’Arcy. 

   *  *  *
 At the same time, DWP is planning to implement 
a new, four tier Rate Restructuring plan that will result 
in even higher water rates for homeowners who have 
not replaced their traditional lawns with a “California 
Friendly Landscape.” 
 The City is eyeing the Ratepayers’ wallets (and 
even our savings accounts and retirement plans!) to 
help financeits Stormwater Master Plan that is expected 
to cost around $10 billion over the next twenty years.  
This plan is designed not only to clean up our rivers, 
streams, creeks, and the Santa Monica Bay, but also to 
capture and recycle rainwater to augment our water 
supply. 
 In 2009, the City Council considered a $100 
parcel tax, but that was DOA (dead on arrival) after the 
unexpected defeat of Measure B, Mayor Villaraigosa’s 
Solar Initiative that was a payback to Union Bo$$ d’Arcy 
for the IBEW’s generous campaign donations.  
 In 2013, the County considered a $300 million 
“Clean Water, Clean Beaches” parcel tax, but this Rain 
Tax was all but killed when Santa Clarita Councilman 
TimBen Boynton commented to the County Board of 
Supervisors, “God gave us rain and you figured out how 
to tax it.” 
 Any rate increase is subject to the review of the 
Ratepayers Advocate.  However, this understaffed 
office will have difficulty analyzing multiyear water and 
power rate increases if both are on a 120 day fast track 
at the same time.  Likewise, the Ratepayers will also be 
a huge disadvantage as they will not have adequate time 
to consider the Ratepayers Advocate’s findings and the 
double hit to their finances.
 Furthermore, the DWP Board of Commissioners 
and the City Council have recently ignored the analysis 
and advice of the Ratepayers Advocate and proceeded 
on their merry way of picking our pockets for hundreds 
of millions of dollars to finance their pet projects. 
 Ultimately, the increase in our water and power 
rates is in the hands of the Council and the Mayor.  
But can they be trusted to act in the best interest of the 
Ratepayers? 
 A viable alternative that would force the City 
Council to respect Ratepayers is to allow the voters 
to approve any rate increase that exceeds the rate of 
inflation by 1%.  This vote would require the DWP to 
disclose the details of the rate increase, the use of the 
new money, its long term plans, and the impact on its 
financial condition.  DWP would also need to disclose 
its financial and other dealings with City Hall and its 
affiliates, including all campaign donations over the last 
ten years by the IBEW, the local that represents over 
90% of DWP’s employees. 
 This alternative will not be well received by our 
power hungry Elected Elite who are attempting to dump 
billions of new initiatives on the Ratepayers rather than 
asking two-thirds of the voters to approve a tax increase.  
But the City Council needs to recognize that the 
Ratepayers are not its ATM, even though the City hits 
us up for over $1 billion a year in taxes, fees, pet projects, 
the IBEW Labor Premium, and numerous other scams.  
 We have had enough.  It is time for the City Council 
to respect the Ratepayers’ wallets. 

From the Right

Guest Editorial

Los Angeles: Cash For Voting 
… a Perfectly Awful Idea

By George F. Will

The pursuit of perfection is usually foredoomed, but the Los Angeles City Ethics Commission, which has a 
latitudinarian understanding of ethical behavior, has a perfectly awful idea. 
 It is urging the City Council to consider ways of paying — starchier ethicists might call it bribing — people to vote. 

 Some ideas are so loopy that they could only be conceived by governments, which are insulated from marketplace 
competition that is a constant reminder of reality. And governments are generally confident that their constituents 
need to be improved by spending the constituents’ money. The supposed problem for which the “pay the voters” idea 
purports to be a solution is this: Few Los Angeles residents are voting. 
 Especially alarming to those who choose to be alarmed is the fact that only 23.3 percent of those eligible to vote did 
so in last year’s mayoral election. Well. 
 Los Angeles, in order to get things just right, has a nonpartisan primary. In it, all candidates of all party 
affiliations for a particular office are listed together on primary election ballots. If no one receives a majority, the top 
two finishers then face each other in a runoff election. The rationale for this system, which is favored by people whose 
moral micrometers can measure such things, is that there is “too much” partisanship which produces “too much” 
polarization. 
 Los Angeles is a one-party city in a one-party state. It is a state in which one power — organized labor, especially 
government employees’ unions — is the dominant political force, no matter who is chosen to govern from a coterie of 
candidates representing faintly variant shades of progressivism. 
 Predictably, the March 2013 mayoral primary produced a general election choice between two progressive 
Democrats. Predictably, this did not produce a stampede to the May runoff. So now Los Angeles’ problem is too much 
apathy. Reformers’ work is never done because their ideas have such unanticipated (by them) caroms. 
 Now, partisanship is surely healthy: People have different political goals and sensibilities; like-minded people 
cluster; we call these clusters political parties; in our two-party system, their polarity defines the competition for power. 
But fine-tuning partisanship to produce just the right amount of polarization requires subtlety beyond the ken of most 
of us. Progressivism, however, is all about bringing to bear on society the fabulous expertise of a disinterested clerisy. 

(George Will is a political observer and columnist.)
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Coming Soon! Porter Ranch CHEVRON!
             Rinaldi and Tampa (same family owners, same location)

It's all brand new - open 24/7; we're adding diesel gas; unique
BEER CAVE, quality wines (with gift wrapping available); a fantastic

EURO coffee bar (with many selections); a large FOODMART
(ATM, LOTTO); all with an emphasis on service.

HOPE TO SEE YOU BY THE END OF NOVEMBER
   During construction, please join Andrea and Ford Cole at their

other Chevron location, Rinaldi and Balboa.

CityWatch

Do You Trust the City Council 
to Act in the Ratepayers’

Best Interests?
By Jack Humphreville

The Los Angeles City Council approved a preliminary Letter of Agreement to resolve 
the legal battles between City Controller Ron Galperin and IBEW Union Bo$$ d’Arcy 
over auditing the use of over $40 million of Ratepayer money that was funneled by our 

Department of Water and Power to the Joint Safety and Training Institutes since 2000. 
 This Letter Agreement was also approved by the politically appointed DWP Board 
of Commissioners at its meeting October 7. 
 While this settlement agreement is designed to increase the transparency of these two 
nonprofits, the process is hardly transparent as this deal was negotiated behind closed 
doors without any input or scrutiny from the Ratepayers, the Ratepayers Advocate, the 
media, or other interested stakeholders.  Furthermore, this Agreement will not be made 
public until it is signed, sealed, and delivered by our City’s political establishment. 
 But can we trust the City Council to act in our best interest when at least ten of its 
members have received campaign cash from the IBEW slush funds?  
 Campaign contributions by Union Bo$$ d’Arcy have been part of the City’s political 
landscape for decades, including the years when the Joint Safety and Training Institutes 
were formed to offset the loss of dues revenue in the wake of DWP’s buyout program. 
 Over the years, the IBEW and its affiliates have ponied up almost $6 million in 
cash campaign contributions.  In addition to the current members on the City Council, 
past beneficiaries include former Council Members Richard Alarcon, Representative 
Janice Hahn, Ed Reyes, Bill Rosendahl, Jack Weiss, and Dennis Zine, just to name a 
few.  And this amount does not include cash funneled to the campaign coffers of our 
elected representatives in Sacramento or the County.  

    *  *  *
 We were given a peek into the basis of a Letter Agreement when Council Herb 
Wesson and six other Councilmen filed a motion outlining their thirteen point plan under 
which the City Council would require Controller Galperin to release this year’s annual 
contribution of $4 million to the two nonprofit institutes. 
 This plan is a reasonable beginning other than it limits the Fiscal and Performance 
Audits to only five years and does not allow for independent trustees, only DWP managers 
and supervisors.  
 But the devil is in the details of the Letter Agreement, including whether the Controller 
will have “unfettered access” to any and all documents so he can do a “forensic” audit of 
the two nonprofits from their inception, a point in time when the IBEW was struggling 
with the loss of dues revenues associated with the downsizing of DWP’s workforce.  
 But why, after a year since the September 19, 2013 front page expose by Jack Dolan of 
The Los Angeles Times, did the City Council finally decide to address this festering sore? 

Home Sales Rebound
 

The median price of a home in Los Angeles County rose by 7.2 percent in September, 
compared with the same month a year ago, while the number of homes sold jumped by 
3.4 percent, a real estate information service announced.

 According to CoreLogic DataQuick, the median price of a Los Angeles County home was 
$455,500, up from $425,000 in September 2013. A total of 6,717 homes were sold in the county, 
up from 6,496 during the same month the previous year.
 The median price for a Southern California home was $413,000 in September, down 1.7 
percent from $420,000 in August and up 8.1 percent from $382,000 in September 2013.
 “Price appreciation has dipped into single-digit territory as more would-
be buyers get priced out, investors back off and incomes rise modestly at 
best,” said Andrew LePage, CoreLogic DataQuick analyst. “Yet there are still 
upward forces on home prices. Jobs are being created and families started at a 
time when the supply of existing homes for sale, as well as the number of new 
homes being built, remains relatively low.”

Where Does it End?
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Controller Galperin: 
Raising the

Transparency Bar
By Paul Hatfield

Ron Galperin has added more value to the City 
Controller’s office than all of his predecessors combined 
(the last occupant actually decremented the office’s role). 

 It is not just opening up the books of the city to the 
average resident and standing up to the thug running the 
DWP’s IBEW Local 18, either. Galperin has changed how 
the city reports its performance to the public. 
 The preliminary financial report is a scaled 
down version of the final Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR). It is the closest thing to an 
aggregate summary the city has, yet prior preliminary 
reports were an encyclopedia of vast detail with poor 
graphical or tabular displays of key relationships. One 
would have to spend hours sifting through pages of 
bureaucratic vernacular to uncover relevant details.   
 Ron’s integration of bullet points in the sidebar and 
crisp charts displaying the most meaningful data are 
refreshing enhancements compared to the mind-numbing 
narratives prevalent in past reports. Not only do they 
facilitate a better understanding of performance drivers, 
but the points should spur some casual readers to delve 
deeper into the subject matter, perhaps searching the 
internet for related topics. 
 There is always room for improvement. 
 A summary similar to the preliminary report should 
be included in the final CAFR. While little should change 
in the time between the issuance of the two reports, there 
should be a summary that is a product of the audited 
financial statements. 
  *  *  *
 Both the preliminary and CAFR should include 
more trend analysis with respect to key revenue and cost 
components. For example, property tax revenue is the 
largest single source of revenue (33%), but it is the least 
controllable. Assessed values have stayed relatively flat 
since the mortgage crisis. 
 Oddly enough, it may have been Proposition 13’s 
automatic increases that prevented them from falling 
through the floor. Links to real property data and projections 
should be an integral part of the report. I would go so far as 
recommending an annual report on this subject alone. 
 The city’s share of pension contributions, just short of 
a billion dollars in 2013-14, represented 16% of the general 
fund. It was a mere 4% back in 2002-03 at $194 million. It will 
likely grow, especially if the Coalition of City Unions is able 
to halt the rather sensible reform measures Mayor Garcetti 
helped craft when he was president of the City Council.  
 The growth rate of the city’s contribution is 
unsustainable. Galperin should issue an annual 
report tracking the latest developments on this front and 
the potential impact upon future years. He can work in 
concert with ChiefAdministrative Officer Miguel Santana. 
 These are just three examples of important disclosures. 
 The voters elected the right person to the office. 
We now need to do everything possible to support and 
encourage Galperin’s practical and informative approach 
to reporting the city’s financial position.
(Paul Hatfield is a CPA and former NC Valley Village board 
member and treasurer.)               - CityWatch LA

Deerlake Ranch Sold
Forestar Land Partners II LLC, a venture between Foremost communities and a Starwood Capital Group 

Global, LLP controlled affiliate has purchased a 230-acre hillside property called Deerlake Ranch in 
the northwest region of the San Fernando Valley of the County of Los Angeles, north of the 118, and in 

Chatsworth, just west of Porter Ranch.
 Revenue from the sale of the 314 upscale homes at Deerlake is expected to approach $500 million.
 About 73 acres of land will be set aside as open space, and the property will be laced with multi-use 
and equestrian trails that link to an existing network surrounding the area. Two of Deerlake Ranch’s four 
neighborhoods will be private and equestrian-oriented with guarded gates. 

UC Addresses Jewish 
Concerns; Protects 

Jewish Students
Twelve Jewish advocacy groups applaud University of Cali-

fornia (UC) Provost Aimee Dorr and UC administrators for 
protecting the well-being of Jewish students.

 The groups wrote to UC President Janet Napolitano 
in August after the 83-member joint council of UAW 2865, 
representing all the graduate student instructors, tutors and 
readers at the 9 teaching campuses of the University of California, 
issued a statement outlining the union’s intent to support the anti-
Israel and antisemitic Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement, and to seek a full-membership vote.  
 “While we support the right of every member of 
UAW 2865 to exercise his or her freedom of speech outside 
of the instructional setting, we are greatly concerned that 
these union members, who are responsible for instructing 
undergraduate students on 9 UC campuses, will bring their 
unscholarly, politically-motivated and antisemitic propaganda 
and advocacy into UC classrooms, where it certainly does not 
belong,” wrote the groups in August.
 Dorr, on behalf of Napolitano, affirmed for the groups 
that the University’s Policy on Course Content and other UC 
policies prohibit academic student employees (ASEs) from 
engaging in such actions, and she assured the groups that all 
ASEs would be reminded of these policies and their obligation 
to adhere to them.  



LOCAL Events
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Community Notice:
 “The horse trails in and around De Soto and Rinaldi 
will be intermittently closed due to street repairs due to 
construction of the public improvements involving and 
related to the equestrian trail and site, (sidewalk, curb, 
gutter, improvement of the trail, etc.) the equestrian 
trail running east west on the Athletic Field at Sierra 
Canyon, will be intermittently closed starting this week 
for approximately 10 weeks, weather permitting.”

“Miracle on 34th street”
 Come remember the magic of the Holiday classic 
“Miracle on 34th Street” as presented by Heritage 
Christian School’s Performing Arts Department on Nov. 
6 at 7:00 pm, Nov. 7th at 7:00 pm and Nov. 8th at 2 pm 
and 7 pm. Advance tickets are $12 for adults and $10 for 
students. All tickets are $15 at the door. The performances 
will be at Heritage’s South Campus at 9825 Woodley Ave. 
Northridge. Call 818-894-5742, ext. 342 for additional 
information or visit Heritage-Schools.org.

veterans honor Wall
 Honor our veterans and join the North Valley Military 
Institute as they celebrate during the Pass in Review 
Ceremony and Reception on Friday, November 7, 11:00 
am – 1:15 pm at 16651-A Rinaldi Street in Granada Hills. 
You can meet local heroes and hear about their incredible 
stories. Know a Veteran? You can get their name and 
photo on the wall too. To RSVP and for more information, 
contact Kay at: (818) 813-6493 or (818) 368-1557.

holiday boutique
 St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church’s Holiday Boutique 
will be on Friday, Nov 7, 5 pm—8 pm and Saturday, Nov 
8th, 9 am—1pm at 15950 Chatsworth Street in Granada 
Hills. For more information, call (818) 891-1759 or email 
stststephenslchurch@verizon.net

Marching band Competition
 Break out your pompoms, step up your school spirit, 
and cheer on your favorite team on Saturday, November 
8, 12:00 pm - 10:00 pm at Granada Hills Charter High 
School, 10535 Zelzah Ave. Marching bands, drill teams 
and dance squads from several Southern California 
schools will be coming out and competing for prestigious 
awards. Awards Ceremony - 9:00 pm. Admission is $8, $6 
for seniors and students with ID, and free for those under 
three, with proceeds benefiting the Highlander music 
program. For more information, visit http://www.ghchs.
com or www.kiltedband.com.

pALs Youth Center
 Come and join the Topanga Police Department for 
games, activities, giveaways, and more as they celebrate the 
grand opening of their PALS Youth Center on Wednesday, 
November 12, 4:00 pm at Canoga Park High School Rear 
Bungalows #20 & #21, 6850 Topanga Canyon Blvd. in 
Canoga Park. For more information call (818) 756-3180, 
log onto www.lapdtopanga.org or emailtopangapals@
gmail.com. 

dog trainer/behaviorist Talk
 Join Sheri Williams, certified dog trainer/behaviorist 
as she talks about how service animals make a difference 
to veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder on 
Thursday, November 13, 6:00 pm at Mid-Valley Regional 
Library, 16244 Nordhoff St. in North Hills. The half-
hour presentation will provide information about PTSD 
and how animal training and therapy works. For more 
information, please call (818) 895-3650.

gh used book sale
 Join the Granada Hills Library as they celebrate the 
joy of reading! Buy a book, or 5, from the Granada Hills 
Library and dive into an adventure within the pages. A 
great variety of hardcovers and paperbacks will be sold, 
including many picture books and books for early readers 
on Friday, November 14 and Saturday, November 15 
from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. The library is located at 10640 
Petit Avenue, 818-368-5687.

Family-Friendly hike
 The Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa 
Susana Mountains in partnership with California 
State Parks invites the public to a family-friendly day 
of discovery at Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park 
Andora Trail Head (just South of Oakwood Cemetery), 
9955 Andora Ave. in Chatsworth on Saturday, November 
15. Guided hikes start at 9:00 am, 10:00 am, and 11:00 
am. Difficulty level: Moderate. Visit www.fpssm.org for 
more information. 

holiday Tea & boutique
 Granada Hills Community Church invites you 
to our Women’s Holiday Tea & Boutique on Saturday, 
November 15th. The boutique will be open from 9:00 
am - 11:00 am  exclusively for Tea guests,  & 2:00 pm - 
5:00 pm   for the public . A delicious luncheon tea will 
be served at 11:00 followed by an encouraging message 
just for women. Tickets for the Tea are $10. Tea tickets 
are available on Sundays at 11:45 am and weekdays at 
the church office, 11263 Balboa Blvd. For additional 
information, call (818) 363-3767 or email ghcc4u@
earthlink.net. Vendor spots ($25) may still be available.

Lung Cancer Awareness Month
 Northridge Hospital Medical Center invites you 
to join us for our “Lung Cancer Awareness Month” 
November 15, 1:00 PM at 18300 Roscoe Blvd. (education 
auditorium). Be prepared for a very informational & 
enlightening event. Refreshments will be served. Door 
Prizes. Parking will be validated. If you have a story of 
information you would like to share, e-mail at therapisy@
hotmail.com or call (818) 885-8500 ext. 2976.

Free Wellness Workshop
 Le Club Gymnastics Training Center is holding a 
free wellness workshop focusing on “How to Strengthen 
Your Teen and Youth’s Immune System to Resist Super 
Bug Viruses” on Tuesday, November 18 at 9636 Cozycroft 
Ave. in Chatsworth. To RSVP, please call after 4 pm (818) 
886-3331.

Computer boot Camp
 The Mid-Valley Regional Library, 16244 Nordhoff 
St. in North Hills, will host a 3 hour boot camp on 
Thursday, November 20 from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm. Upon 
completion, low income families can purchase a low 
cost computer desk top with the Los Angeles OIC. In 
order to qualify, you must provide proof of income less 
than $23,000 a year and attend the boot camp. Space is 
limited. To register, please call (818) 895-3650. For more 
information, you may also call (323) 754-3116. 

The Valley Voice is published every 
last Tuesday of the Month.

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

deadline for Non-profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by 
the 20th, for the following month. Send word document to 
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, 
Local Events Coordinator

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi
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Seriously, do we really need a caption? 

Jewish World Review

What the Arab
World Produces

By Dennis Prager

At least since the early part of the 20th century, aside from oil, the Arab world has 
produced and exported two products.
 It has produced essentially no technology, medicine or anything else in the world 

of science. It has almost no contributions to world literature, art or to intellectual 
development.
 According to the most recent United Nations Arab Human Development Reports 
(2003-2005), written by Arab intellectuals, Greece, with a population of 11 million, annually 
translates five times more books from English than the entire Arab world, population 370 
million. Nor is this a new development. The total number of books translated into Arabic 
during the last 1,000 years is less than Spain translates into Spanish in one year.
 ArabianBusiness.com reports that about 100 million people in the Arab world are 
illiterate; and three quarters of them are between the ages of 15 and 45.
 As for Arab women, the situation is even worse. Nearly half of the Arab world’s women 
are illiterate, and sexual attacks on women have actually increased since the Arab Spring, 
as have forced marriages and trafficking. And the exact number of women murdered by 
family members in “honor killings” is not knowable. It is only known to be large.
 In Egypt, the largest Arab country, 91 percent of women and girls are subjected 
to female genital mutilation, according to UNICEF. Not to mention the number of women 
in the Arab world who must wear veils or even full-face and full-body coverings known as 
burkas. And, of course, Saudi Arabia is infamous for not allowing women to drive a car.

    *  *  *
 So, then, is there anything at which the Arab world has excelled for the past two 
generations? Has there been a major Arab export?
 As it happens, there are two.
 Hatred and violence.
 The Arab world has no peer when it comes to hatred - of the Western world generally, 
and especially of Israel. Israel-hatred and its twin, Jew-hatred, are the oxygen that the 
Arab world breathes.
 Two of the most popular songs in Egypt over the past decade have been “I Hate Israel” 
and the ironically named “I Love Israel.”
 Lyrics of the latter song include:
 “May it [Israel] be destroyed. May it be wiped off the map. May a wall fall on it. May 
it disappear from the universe. G0D, please have it banished.”
 Some of the lyrics:
 “Two faces of the same coin, America and Israel. They made the world a jungle and 
ignited the fuse.”
 “About that [Twin] Tower, oh people. Definitely! His friends [Israel] were the ones 
who brought it down.”
 The other major Arab product and export has been violence.
 It is difficult to overstate the amount of violence in the Arab world. Mass murder and 
cruelty have characterized the Arab world.
 Regarding Iraq under Saddam Hussein, Dexter Filkins, the New York Times 
correspondent in Iraq from 2003-2006 wrote: “Here, in Hussein, was one of the world’s 
indisputably evil men: he murdered as many as a million of his people, many with poison 
gas. He tortured, maimed and imprisoned countless more. His unprovoked invasion of 
Iran is estimated to have left another million people dead.”

    *  *  *
 Syria, too, has been a country of mass murder, torture, and brutal totalitarian rule 
— under the rule of Hafez Assad (in power 1971-2000), and his son, Bashar, the current 
killer-dictator who, among other atrocities, used Sarin gas against his own people in 2013.
 In the ongoing Syrian Civil War, according to the United Nations, between March 15, 
2011 and April 30, 2014, 191,000 Syrians, about a third of them civilians, were killed. In 
addition, 2.5 million people have fled Syria to neighboring countries, and 6.5 million have 
fled their homes within Syria.
 In Algeria in the 1990s, Islamist terrorists engaged in wholesale murder of their fellow 
Algerians. That war cost Algeria about 100,000 lives, mostly civilian.
 In Sudan, the Arab government’s atrocities against the non-Arab population in the 
region of Darfur led to about 300,000 deaths and over a million refugees. In addition there 
was systematic rape of untold numbers of non-Arab women by Arab gangs known as the 
Janjaweed.
 And then there was the terror unleashed by Palestinians against Israeli civilians 
in restaurants, at weddings, on buses, etc. The Palestinians are the modern fathers of 
terrorism directed solely at civilians.
 Islamic State, which is overwhelmingly Arab, is just the latest manifestation.

The New Epidemic:
Anti-Semitism! It’s Time 
to Beat the Jew-haters

By Caroline B. Glick

The decision by the most prestigious opera house in America to produce an opera 
that mainstreams Jew-hatred and anti-Jewish terrorism is a great victory for 
elitist anti-Semitism. In the world of elite anti-Semitism, Jews are told that truth 

is but a narrative. Jewish history and rights have no more merit – indeed less merit – 
than the lies of Jew-haters. And if Jews dare to object to the propagation of lies against 
them, they open themselves to the easy accusation that they seek to stifle free speech. 
 The goal of elitist anti-Semitism is to erode the right of Jews to have and promote 
Jewish rights and interests. This is done by demonizing those who defend Jewish rights 
and advance Jewish interests, while elevating and romanticizing the lives and largely 
false narratives of those who seek to destroy Israel.
 The Met’s singular contribution to the cause of elitist anti-Semitism is the prestige 
its production of The Death of Klinghoffer confers on the cause.
 Another dam has been breached. Another safe zone has become a no-go zone.
 On the other hand, at the end of the day, as bad as elitist anti-Semitism is, over the 
past decade or so, American Jews have developed tools to deal with it.
 In the weeks that preceded the opera’s opening last month, much – although not 
all – of the Jewish community in New York was able to unify in opposing it. Politicians 
and luminaries joined with more than a thousand protesters on opening night to express 
their revulsion at the opera.
 And the Met has already paid a price for its elevation of anti-Semitism to high art.
 Far from living up to its reputation as a leader in the arts, due to the massive protest 
against the production, the Met lost its artistic credibility. The crowd that gave the opera 
a standing ovation didn’t do so because they had just experienced a musical masterpiece. 
They stood and cheered because they were happy the Met elevated murderous, Jew-
hating terrorists, whom they support.
    *  *  *
 Increasingly, anti-Semites in the US are adopting brown shirt tactics to violently advance 
their goal of removing Jews from the public square and intimidating others into boycotting 
Israel and those who support it.
 Take just a few examples in recent weeks. In late September, several hundred anti-
Semitic rioters at the Port of Oakland prevented longshoremen from unloading cargo from 
the Israeli cargo ship Zim Shanghai. According to media reports, there were 50 policemen 
from the Oakland police force on the scene, but their presence did not stop the rioters or 
enable the longshoremen to offload the cargo.
 None of the anti-Semites were arrested. Zim Shanghai was forced to leave the port with 
its cargo and sail on to Los Angeles.
 The group that organized the assault on the Zim ship calls itself Block the Boat for Gaza. It 
operates through its Facebook page where it openly organizes violent assaults on Israeli shipping.  
A previous assault in August, during Operation Protective Edge, also took place with police 
presence and nonintervention. The Zim Piraeus was forced as well to pull anchor with its 
cargo and sail on to Los Angeles.
 Block the Boat for Gaza is supported by another group called Arab Resource and 
Organizing Center.
 On October 8, the Brooklyn Nets played an exhibition game against Maccabi Tel Aviv 
at the Barclay Center in downtown Brooklyn. The event was a benefit for Friends of the IDF. 
Twelve IDF soldiers wounded during Operation Protective Edge were guests at the event.
 About a hundred anti-Semitic rioters organized outside the event. They were members 
of variety of organizations reportedly including Jewish Voices for Peace, Adalah – New York, 
and the Direct Action for Palestine.
    *  *  *
 Locally, anti-Semitism, anti-Israel incidents have been reported at UCLA and Cal State 
– Northridge, and other California campuses.
 On October 5, hours after the end of Yom Kippur, swastikas were painted on the walls 
of AEPi Jewish fraternity at Emory University near Atlanta.
 Swastikas were also painted at the Yale University campus. In July, mailboxes of AEPi 
members at University of Oregon were defaced with swastikas.
 Other students described threats against Jewish students manning a table for Birthright 
Israel programs at Loyola University in Chicago, and the assault of a Jewish female student 
at University of California at Santa Cruz.
 In recent years it has become apparent that university campuses have become breeding 
grounds for anti-Semitism. The incidents described by the Jewish students who attended 
the AEPi convention indicate that the anti-Israel propaganda taught in the classrooms is 
increasingly being translated into anti-Jewish violence outside of them.
 The major American Jewish organizations were incompetent to contend with anti-Israel 
incitement as it became a major force in university classrooms some 15 years ago. Jewish students 
found themselves with few communal resources to rely on when they suddenly and unexpectedly 
found themselves at the front lines of the anti-Semitic battle against Jewish rights.
 New groups like Stand with Us and Hasbara Fellowships were formed to fill the vacuum. 
CAMERA, ZOA, AMCHA and other major groups have in recent years invested massive 
efforts into empowering students to stand up to this incitement.
 Educational efforts are of little value in contending with thugs. But this doesn’t mean 
that there is nothing to be done. Groups like Block the Boat for Gaza, Students for Justice in 
Palestine, Jewish Voices for Peace, Adalah, the Arab Resource and Organizing Center and 
Direct Action for Palestine need to be investigated.
 Where does their money come from? Who are their leaders? What are their ties to 
terrorist groups? What are their ties to organized labor? What are their ties to politicians? 
What is their tax status and what do their tax returns say? If members of various groups are 
intimidating Jewish students then there should be restraining orders against them. Criminal 
complaints should be filed against them. Their tax-exempt status should be challenged.
 Jewish students should be demanding that Students for Justice in Palestine be expelled 
from their campuses along with other hate groups, like Jewish Voices for Peace. Jewish alumni 
should be organizing to withhold all donations from universities that permit anti-Semitic 
groups to operate on campus. And Jewish lawyers should be filing lawsuits against universities 
and other institutions that enable the operation of anti-Semitic groups on their premises.
 If Jewish students complain that they feel threatened on campus, then lawsuits should 
filed against the universities for engendering a threatening atmosphere against them.
 Politicians who support or, when asked, fail to condemn these groups, individuals and 
their actions as racist and bigoted should be called out for their behavior. Police departments 
like the Oakland police department that do nothing to stop rioters from preventing the lawful, 
unfettered operation of a major US port should be subjected to public and legal scrutiny.

- Jewish World Review
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#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA, 
23 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

FREE $50 ASHLEY GIFT CARD!
†  

TO THE FIRST 25 CUSTOMERS
 Fri., Sat., Sun., & Mon. - Nov. 28, 29, 30 & Dec. 1  

OUR
GREATEST

SALE
IN HISTORY

OUR
GREATEST

SALE
IN HISTORY

OUR
GREATEST

SALE
IN HISTORY

OUR
GREATEST

SALE
IN HISTORY

OUR
GREATEST

SALE
IN HISTORY

31months
  31months31months31months31months
  

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum purchase

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum purchase

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum purchase

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum purchase

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card from 11/11/2014 to 12/01/2014. 
Equal monthly payments required for 31 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, 
however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. 

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card from 11/11/2014 to 12/01/2014. Equal 
monthly payments required for 61 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, 
sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. 

Gift 
Card 

Giveaways 
at Every 
Store!

no interest until
JANUARY 2020

no interest until
JANUARY 2020

no interest until
JANUARY 2020

no interest until
JANUARY 2020

no interest until
JANUARY 2020*

OROROROROR

PLUSPLUSPLUSPLUSPLUS  

PLUSPLUSPLUSPLUSPLUS  31%
off31%
off31%
off31%
off31%
off

‡

20%
off20%
off20%
off20%
off20%
off

‡

our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory

our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory
our entire 
inventory

HURRY IN! SALE 

ENDS MONDAY, 

DECEMBER 1 ST

AT 9PM!

WE WILL BE CLOSED 
THANKSGIVING 
DAY, THURSDAY 

NOVEMBER 
27TH!

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s 
Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. ††One giftcard per household. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the 
same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on 
display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2014 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: November 11, 2014. Expires: December 01, 2014.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture HomeStore does not require any money down except sales tax and delivery charges if the purchase is made with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore Credit Card. No interest will 
be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full.  The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the 
next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases.  For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; 
Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:  
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

“Se Habla Español”

COMING 
LATE 2014
SANTA ANA
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303  

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829  

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long 
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980       

MONTCLAIR         
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420  

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052  

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
619-393-4663 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across from Sam’s Club  
& Super Walmart 
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386  

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900


