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Proposed Porter Ranch 
Drilling Project Explained

By Wendy Moore for the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

Porter ranch residents turned out in force with about 250 people 
present at the August 6 Porter ranch Neighborhood council meeting 
to express concern and get the facts about a proposed oil drilling 

project in the mountains above the community. 
 the meeting was held at the Porter ranch community School, 
the new meeting location, on the first Wednesday of the month, the new 
meeting day, which was selected to avoid conflicts with elections and 
holidays.
 All energy was focused on the proposed termo project: Drilling of 
12 new oil wells on three separate pads covering 5.3 acres in the Aliso 
Canyon fields, which encompasses an old orchard, two pastures, and over 
100 oak trees. The proposed project also includes improvements to the 
access roads, pruning of 131 oak trees, and the possible removal of one 
oak tree. The proposed site is on the other side of the ridge line from the 
Porter ranch community and would not be visible from Porter ranch. 
 Nonetheless, it is in what the Los Angeles county Department of 
Regional Planning deems a “Significant Ecological Area” or “SEA,” and 
thus Termo has filed for a Significant Ecological Area Conditional Use 
Permit (“SEACUP”) along with an Oak Tree Permit.
 Because of the contentious nature of the topic and the energy in the 
room, PrNc President Paula cracium carefully laid out how the meeting 
would be conducted, asking everyone to be respectful of the speakers. 
With the complicated application and approval process, the Board invited 
Jarrod DeGonia from County Supervisor Antonovich’s office and Paul D. 
Mccarthy from the county Department of regional Planning to explain 
the environmental review process. 
Mccarthy laid everyone’s fears to rest that this project was not going 
to begin in the next 30 days, because the creation of an environmental 
impact report itself could take a year, and the County doesn’t do anything 
in 30 days. At this point there has been no determination about what type 
of report will be required.
 rosalba Gonzalez representing State Senator Fran Pavley noted 
that Senate Bill 4 fracking regulations went into effect this year, requiring 
notification for any hydraulic acidization. Currently the California 

CSUN Fraternities  – 
“The Wild, Wild West?”
W ith investigations continuing into a student’s death that was blamed by 

some on hazing, Cal State Northridge officials announced new policies 
requiring fraternities, sororities and other campus groups to submit 

plans in advance about membership recruitment and initiation activities.
 The announcement by William Watkins, CSUN vice president 
for student affairs and dean of students, came in response to the July 
death of 19-year-old Armando Villa, who collapsed during a Pi Kappa 
Phi fraternity-organized hike in the Angeles National Forest.
 Villa had been hiking barefoot, and he and his fellow fraternity 
pledges had run out of water. Villa’s family and friends contended the 
hike was a hazing ritual.
 CSUN officials suspended Pi Kappa Phi from all campus 
activities, and Watkins said that suspension will remain in place until 
investigations are completed by the Sheriff’s Department and an 
independent investigator hired by the university. the independent 
probe is expected to be completed by early September.
 “While the internal review continues, we have implemented, effective 
immediately, several critical enhancements to the procedures relating to 
the recruitment, intake and initiation of new members into fraternities and 
sororities, as well as any other student clubs or organizations that engage in 
similar recruitment activities,” Watkins said.
 According to Watkins, all groups will be required to submit a plan 
detailing their planned recruitment and initiation activities to a university 
adviser. Meanwhile, all prospective new members will be required “to undergo 
a pre-recruitment education program prior to attending any recruitment 
activities and being extended an offer of membership in any organization.”
 Watkins also said all current members “will participate in a 
program to retrain them on the processes of new member recruitment, 
intake and initiation.”
 “clubs and organizations that fail to adhere to the new procedures 
are subject to sanctions that could lead to a withdrawal of university 
recognition, including the loss of the ability to operate as a cSuN 
student organization,” Watkins said.

Climate Change Hurting Valley
Special to the Valley Voice

Heat-related illnesses and deaths due to rising temperatures will likely increase, as will the 
number of people suffering from asthma and respiratory diseases due to worsening pollution, 
over the coming decades due to climate change, according to a report released by the county 

Department of Public health.
 The report, part of the county’s “Climate and Health Series,” also found that more concentrated 
pollutants will affect local drinking water supplies.
 Among the findings included in the report are:
 -Temperatures in the Los Angeles area will increase by up to five degrees by 2050, leading to longer 
and more frequent heat waves in inland areas;
 - The threat of flooding will increase in coastal areas, thanks to anticipated sea-level rise of five to 24 
inches by 2050; and 
 -West Nile virus cases will likely increase as mosquitoes move into new areas.
 “Climate change is arguably the biggest health threat of this century,” said Dr. Jonathan Fielding, 
director of the Department of Public health. “We are already experiencing one of the worst droughts in 
history, and it is expected that conditions will worsen over time. We have to take action now in order to 
lessen the effects of climate change that we will experience here in Los Angeles county.
 “I’m proud to say that my department is already implementing changes that will help mitigate the 
effects of climate change, such as reducing carbon emissions associated with our facilities and operations, 
and that we are building the capacity of our staff to monitor the health impacts of climate change.”

     *  *  *
 According to the first report, hotter temperatures anticipated in the coming decades will mean faster 
“chemical reactions that create ground-level ozone, the main component of smog. Ground-level ozone is 
linked to asthma, bronchitis, heart attack and premature death.”
 the report also noted that rising temperatures will not only worsen the continuing drought, but 
threaten the quality of water that is available.
 “Pollutants already existing in the water supply become more concentrated in smaller bodies of 
water, increasing the risk of water-borne illnesses like diarrheal diseases, according to the report.
 The report notes that residents can help make a difference in climate change “by making easy 
changes to their homes and habits.” It includes 10 steps for reducing climate change:
 -replacing regular light bulbs with compact fluorescent light or light-emitting diode bulbs, which use 
less energy;
 - recycling cans, paper, plastic and other materials;
 - walking or biking at least two days a week instead of using a vehicle; 
 - regulating water use in the home;
 - buying produce from local farmers to reduce the effects of long-range transportation from farms 
to markets;

(Continued on page 7)
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Burbank
191 S. Buena Vista St 

Suite 100
Burbank, CA 91505

(818) 869-7600

Mission Hills
11333 N Sepulveda Blvd 
Mission Hills, CA 91345

 (818) 365-9531
Urgent Care Services

Available Here

Northridge 
18460 Roscoe Blvd 

Northridge, CA 91325 
(818) 734-3600

Tarzana Ob-Gyn
18411 Clark St 

Suite 102
Tarzana, CA 91356

toll-free: (877) 503-0518

Tarzana Pediatrics
5525 Etiwanda Ave

Suite 212
Tarzana, CA 91356

(818) 996-9677

PORTER RANCH PLAZA

Ali Goharbin, M.D.
Family Medicine

Alaleh Sareh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Richard Landers, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Elise Kwon, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

Tanya Falkowski, M.D.
Pediatrics

David Chien, M.D.
Pediatrics

Susan Kranzpiller, M.D.
Family Medicine

Michael Nelson, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

NOW ACCEPTING PATIENTS:
Bhavana Arora, MD - Pediatrics

Heading back to school?
Head to your Facey doctor first.

19950 Rinaldi St
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

(818) 403-2400

Primary Care
Dermatology

Ear, Nose & Throat
Ortopedic Surgery

Podiatry
Rheumatology

Urology

VISIT OUR FIVE OTHER SAN FERNANDO VALLEY LOCATIONS

PHYSICIAN SPECIALTIES

With Autumn just days away, now is the perfect 
time to tackle any health needs for your child. Facey 
physicians and nurse practitioners can help kids 
start the school year right by providing  any required 
vaccinations or checkups. 

You can trust our team to provide your family with 
innovative health care in a caring and comfortable 
environment. Learn more about Facey’s 
pediatricians and discover valuable resources for 
your child’s well being at: www.facey.com/peds

Join Facey Medical Group at any time.
Facey Medical Group doesn’t sell health insurance but choosing a Facey 
doctor for your care is easy. We accept most HMO, PPO, Medicare and 
Medicare Advantage health insurance plans. Ask your insurance company 
how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently 
contract with, visit www.facey.com/insurance

W W W. FACE Y.CO M/TARZANA                        @FACEYMEDICAL
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You Can Make 
Eating Healthy
all Week Easy

Dr. Bhavana Arora

W e are back to school and let the craziness begin! There 
are after school activities, school projects, homework 
and so much more that takes up our day. As a working 

mom of 2 school aged girls I know how hectic life can be. So how 
can you cook dinner every night that is nutritious and flavorful? 
With some planning, a few pantry ingredients and nutrition tips 
it is possible. 
 Here’s my secret to reducing the stress of cooking dinner: I 
do my menu planning on the weekend. This way I know what I 
am making every day and can do some minor prep ahead of time 
as well. The weekly menus I make often have a common “base” 
that I use for 2 or more dishes to keep it easy. This week, the 
“base” is Masala, a versatile spice blend used in Indian cuisine 
that I use for a number of dishes. The possibilities are endless! 
We’ll use it to make turkey chili, chicken curry, baked fish, 
lentils and to marinate chicken kebobs.  
 Since I am of Indian origin, I do incorporate a number of 
Indian ingredients but they are easy to use. This week’s major 
ingredients include cumin powder, coriander powder, turmeric, 
and ground ginger and fresh cilantro. All of these have anti-
oxidant and anti-inflammatory benefits. they can be bought 
at your local grocery store or an Indian grocery store, both of 
which are easily found in the San Fernando Valley. And the best 
thing about stocking dried spices is that you can use them for a 
long time.
 The goal during the weekdays is not to have perfect authentic 
foods but rather to make foods that are healthy, flavorful and 
easy to make.  More importantly, it should be kid and adult 
friendly. For those of you who love cooking as I do, leave the 
complicated foods for weekends and other days when you have 
more time to enjoy that creative process.
 It is important to introduce children to a range of flavors, 
textures to broaden their palette ahead of time.  My daughters 
were eating pureed chicken curry at 9 months of age! You may 
not want to do it that early but you can still introduce various 
flavors.  the more variety of ingredients you get comfortable 
using the more flavor combinations and variety of dishes you can 
make.  It keeps meals interesting and flavorful for the family!
 Involve the children when possible so they can learn.  the 
more involved they are, the more fun meal preparation is and 
the more likely they will eat what is made.  You can discuss the 
nutritional value of foods.  For example, you can tell them lentils 
and meat are a good source of protein to build muscle; calcium 
is in yogurt and helps build bones; and carrots have vitamin A 
to help with their vision. 
 As you cook, they can watch and ask questions. Children 
are naturally curious and the learning about nutrition and food 
should start early so you set the stage for a long life of healthy 
choices. 
 Visit facey.com/healthykids to see the whole weekly menu 
and recipes.  You’ll also find Make it Easy tips to help you 
further simplify the recipes and Flavor it up tips to punch up 
the flavor or spice.

Mental Illness
By Susan Estrich

When the news rippled out that robin Williams had committed suicide, even I thought — for a 
moment — “but he had everything.” As if suicide is a “choice.”
         I say “even I” because I know better. My mother was seriously depressed for much of her 

life. A close friend’s husband committed suicide years ago, and he had everything, too. then there was our 
neighbor’s son, whom I babysat for — I heard it was a psychotic break.
 When it comes to illness, what you have doesn’t matter very much. At a certain age, it sometimes 
seems like everyone’s running over the hill, and some people won’t make it, and who those people will be 
— who will be felled by an aggressive cancer, a sudden aneurysm, a rare infection — seems almost random. 
Sure, there’s genetics, preventive care and exercise, and sometimes we can comfort ourselves by finding out 
that a lost friend never got colonoscopies or that a lost relative still smoked. But often there is no reason 
at all. My friend Kath used to laugh about how much I worried that a stray lump or an ambiguous test 
result was a sure sign of aggressive cancer. She never worried about rare aggressive cancers, until she was 
diagnosed with one; she died months later.
 News of my friend Dotty Lynch’s death also hit the wires on Monday. the longtime political director of 
cBS News, Dotty belongs in heaven if anyone does. In her decades in politics and journalism, she managed 
to handle some of the biggest egos in the business, always with sheer brilliance and amazing grace. the 
melanoma just wouldn’t quit. And while you might be comforted to know that Dotty was a fair-skinned 
redhead, there are plenty of fair-skinned folks — John McCain comes to mind — who have not been 
slowed down by repeated bouts with melanoma. Why Dotty?
 Not for a second would anyone suggest that Dotty had a choice in the matter.
 So why do even those of us who know better spend even a second when we hear of a suicide saying 
things like “He had everything” or “How could he do this to his family?”
 Suicide isn’t something you “do” to your family. It is the terminal stage of what is often a lifelong 
illness. Why some people end up at this stage of despair and others, like my mother, are crippled by 
depression for decades but cling to life, no one knows. Some people respond to treatment; some are able to 
live with deep depression, as some people live with illnesses that kill others. I inherited my mother’s blue 
genes. I have fought depression and have been helped by wonderful doctors. My depression, at least, has 
never been coupled with suicidal thoughts.
 But even the best doctors can’t help some people who are ill. Indeed, even the best doctors don’t 
necessarily know when their own patients are in danger. I remember, so many years ago, when my friend’s 
husband became deeply depressed. She consulted his psychiatrist, who advised her that he was not suicidal. 
It turned out he was mistaken. So, I imagine, was whoever didn’t tell Robin Williams’ wife that he needed 
to be hospitalized, that his illness was beyond his control or tolerance.
 robin Williams brought joy and laughter to so many of us. And my friend Dotty... Well, Dotty was 
ahead of her time, a brilliant pollster, an amazing analyst, a wonderful person. I might say they both lost 
their fights with illness, but terminal illness is not an opponent you can vanquish. It’s not a fair fight. And 
to suggest that either of these people “lost” a contest misses the point. They were winners. But even winners 
get sick.                                    coPYrIGht 2014 creAtorS.coM
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Understanding Gaza
By Alan M. Dershowitz, Special Valley Voice Report

H
ow many times have you heard on television or read in the media that the Gaza 
Strip is “the most densely populated area in the world”? Repeating this statement, 
however, does not make it true. There are dense parts of Gaza, especially Gaza City, 

Beit hanoun and Khan Younis, but there are far less dense areas in Gaza between these 
cities. Just look at Google Earth, or this population density map.
 the fact that these sparsely populated areas exist in the Gaza Strip raises several 
important moral questions: First, why don’t the media show the relatively open areas of 
the Gaza Strip? Why do they only show the densely populated cities? There are several 
possible reasons. There is no fighting going on in the sparsely populated areas, so showing 
them would be boring. But that’s precisely the point—to show areas from which hamas 
could be firing rockets and building tunnels but has chosen not to. Or perhaps the reason 
the media doesn’t show these areas is that hamas won’t let them. that too would be a 
story worth reporting.
 Second, why doesn’t hamas use sparsely populated areas from which to launch 
its rockets and build its tunnels? Were it to do so, Palestinian civilian casualties would 
decrease dramatically, but the casualty rate among hamas terrorists would increase 
dramatically.
 that is precisely why hamas selects the most densely populated areas from which 
to fire and dig. The difference between Israel and Hamas is that Israel uses its soldiers to 
protect its civilians, whereas hamas uses its civilians to protect its terrorists. that is why 
most of Israeli casualties have been soldiers and most of hamas’ casualties have been 
civilians. the other reason is that Israel builds shelters for its civilians, whereas hamas 
builds shelters only for its terrorists, intending that most of the casualties be among its 
civilian shields.
 the law is clear: using civilians as human shields—which the hamas battle manual 
mandates—is an absolute war crime. there are no exceptions or matters of degree, 
especially when there are alternatives. on the other hand, shooting at legitimate military 
targets, such as rockets and terror tunnels is permitted, unless the number of anticipated 
civilian casualties is disproportionate to the military importance of the target. this is 
a matter of degree and judgment, often difficult to calculate in the fog of war. The law 
is also clear that when a criminal takes a hostage and uses that hostage as a shield from 
behind whom to fire at civilians or police, and if the police fire back and kill the hostage, 
it is the criminaland not the policeman who is guilty of murder. So too with hamas: when 
it uses human shields and the Israeli military fires back and kills some of the shields, it 
is hamas who is responsible for their deaths.
    *  *  *
 the third moral question is why does the united Nations try to shelter Palestinian 
civilians right in the middle of the areas from which Hamas is firing? Hamas has decided 
not to use the less densely populated areas for rocket firing and tunnel digging. For 
that reason, the united Nations should use these sparsely populated areas as places of 
refuge. Since the Gaza Strip is relatively small, it would not be difficult to move civilians 
to these safer areas. they should declare these areas battle free and build temporary 
shelters—tents if necessary—as places of asylum for the residents of the crowded cities. 
It should prevent any Hamas fighters, any rockets and any tunnel builders from entering 
into these sanctuaries. In that way, hamas would be denied the use of human shields 
and Israel would have no reason to fire its weapons anywhere near these United Nations 
sanctuaries. the net result would be a considerable saving of lives.
 But instead the uN is playing right into the hands of hamas, by sheltering civilians 
right next to Hamas fighters, Hamas weapons and Hamas tunnels. Then the United Nations 
and the international community accuses Israel of doing precisely what hamas intended 
Israel to do: namely fire at its terrorists and kill United Nations protected civilians in the 
process. It’s a cynical game being played by hamas, but it wouldn’t succeed without the 
complicity of uN agencies.
 the only way to assure that hamas’ strategy of using human shields to maximize 
civilian casualties is not repeated over and over again is for the international community, 
and especially the united Nations, not to encourage and facilitate it, as it currently does. 
International law must be enforced against hamas for its double war crime: using civilian 
human shields to fire at civilian Israeli targets. If this tactic were to be brought to a halt, 
then Israel would have no need to respond in self-defense. Applying the laws of war to Israel 
alone will do no good, because any country faced with rockets and tunnels targeting its 
civilians will fight back. When the fighters and tunnel builders hide behind human shields, 
there will inevitably be civilian casualties—unintended by Israel, intended by hamas—
regardless of how careful the defenders are. Israel has tried its hardest to minimize civilian 
casualties. hamas has tried its hardest to maximize civilian casualties. Now the united 
Nations and the international community must try their hardest to become part of the 
solution rather than part of the problem
         - Jewish World review 

Middle East Fast Quiz
Course Description

 The Middle East conflict is framed as one of the most complex problems in the 
world. But, in reality, it’s very simple. Israelis want to live in peace and are willing 

to accept a neighboring Palestinian state. And most Palestinians do not want Israel 
to exist. As Dennis Prager explains, this is really all you need to know. In 5 minutes, 
understand how Israel was founded, and how, since that auspicious day in 1948, its 
neighbors have tried to destroy it, again and again. 

Transcript
 When I did my graduate studies at the Middle east Institute at columbia 
University’s School of International Affairs, I took many courses on the question 

of the Middle East conflict.
 Semester after semester, we studied the Middle East conflict as if it was the most 
complex conflict in the world – when in fact, it is probably the easiest conflict in the 
world to explain. It may be the hardest to solve, but it is the easiest to explain. 
 In a nutshell, it is this: one side wants the other side dead. 
 Israel wants to exist as a Jewish state and to live in peace. Israel also recognizes the 
right of Palestinians to have their own state and to live in peace. the problem, however, 
is that most Palestinians and many other Muslims and Arabs, do not recognize the right 
of the Jewish state of Israel to exist.
 this has been true since 1947, when the united Nations voted to divide the land 
called Palestine into a Jewish state and an Arab state.
 the Jews accepted the united Nations partition but no Arab or any other Muslim 
country accepted it. 
 When British rule ended on May 15, 1948, the armies of all the neighboring Arab 
states – Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Transjordan, and Egypt – attacked the one-day old state 
of Israel in order to destroy it. 
 But, to the world’s surprise, the little Jewish state survived.
 then it happened again. In 1967, the dictator of egypt, Gamal Abdel Nasser, 
announced his plan, in his words, “to destroy Israel.” He placed Egyptian troops on 
Israel’s border, and armies of surrounding Arab countries were also mobilized to attack. 
However, Israel preemptively attacked Egypt and Syria. 
 Israel did not attack Jordan, and begged Jordan’s king not to join the war. But he 
did. And only because of that did Israel take control of Jordanian land, specifically the 
“West Bank” of the Jordan River.
 Shortly after the war, the Arab states went to Khartoum, Sudan and announced 
their famous three “No’s: “No recognition, no peace, and no negotiations,” 
 What was Israel supposed to do? 
 Well, one thing Israel did, a little more than a decade later, in 1978, was to give the 
entire Sinai Peninsula – an area of land bigger than Israel itself, and with oil – back to 
egypt because egypt, under new leadership, signed a peace agreement with Israel. 
 So, Israel gave land for the promise of peace with egypt, and it has always been 
willing to do the same thing with the Palestinians. All the Palestinians have ever had to 
do is recognize Israel as a Jewish state and promise to live in peace with it. 
 But when Israel has proposed trading land for peace – as it did in 2000 when it 
agreed to give the Palestinians a sovereign state in more than 95% of the West Bank 
and all of Gaza – the Palestinian leadership rejected the offer, and instead responded by 
sending waves of suicide terrorists into Israel. 
 Meanwhile, Palestinian radio, television, and school curricula remain filled with 
glorification of terrorists, demonization of Jews, and the daily repeated message that Israel 
should cease to exist. 
 So it’s not hard to explain the Middle-east dispute. one side wants the other dead. 
the motto of hamas, the Palestinian rulers of Gaza, is: “We love death as much as the 
Jews love life.” 
 there are 22 Arab states in the world – stretching from the Atlantic ocean to the 
Indian Ocean. There is one “Jewish State” in the world. And it is about the size of New 
Jersey. In fact, tiny el Salvador is larger than Israel. 
 Finally, think about these two questions: If, tomorrow, Israel laid down its arms and 
announced, “We will fight no more,” what would happen? And if the Arab countries around 
Israel laid down their arms and announced “We will fight no more,” what would happen? 
 In the first case there would be an immediate destruction of the state of Israel and the 
mass murder of its Jewish population. In the second case, there would be peace the next day.
 As I said at the outset, it is a simple problem to describe: one side wants the other 
dead – and if it didn’t, there would be peace.
 Please remember this: There has never been a state in the geographic area known as 
Palestine that was not Jewish. Israel is the third Jewish state to exist in that area. there 
was never an Arab state, never a Palestinian state, never a Muslim or any other state.
 that’s the issue: why can’t the one Jewish state the size of el Salvador be allowed to 
exist? That is the Middle-East problem.
  - I’m Dennis Prager.

Quiz
1. In a nutshell, the Middle East conflict is this:
 A.  the Israelis are occupying Palestinian land.
 B.   the Palestinians are occupying Israeli land.
 c.   one side wants the other side dead.
 D.   The conflict is too complicated to be summed up in one line.
2. Majority of Palestinians do not believe:
 A.   In a God.
 B.   that the Jewish state of Israel will ever have a right to exist.
 c.   In peace.
 D.   In Islam.
3. On May 15, 1948, which 5 countries attacked Israel?
 A.   Lebanon, Iran, Jordan, Syria, and Saudi Arabia.
 B.   Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, transjordan and egypt.
 c.   Syria, Iran, Iraq, transjordan, and egypt.
 D.   Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Egypt and Syria.
4. The reason the Israelis took control over the West Bank is because:
 A.   Jordan got itself into the 1967 war and Israel occupied it in a time of war.
 B.   they wanted more land for Israelis.
 c.   the land really belonged to the Israelis.
 D.   Israel was trying to conquer the Middle east.
5. there was never an Arab state in the land of Israel.
 A.   true
 B.   False Answers: 1- c, 2-B, 3-A, 4-A, 5-A
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No Peace Possible 
Without a 

Demilitarized Gaza
By Ken Alpern

Whether some feel it is too strong or too weak a political statement, President 
obama probably articulated what most Americans feel when he stated that 
he does Not have sympathy for hamas but DoeS have sympathy for those 

Palestinian civilians struggling to survive in the Gaza Strip. 
 After all, who but the most heartless among us could not have empathy for the 
miserable plight of those Gaza residents who’ve lost their homes, their family members 
and their lives? Inasmuch as anti-Semitism towards Jews is intolerable, the term “anti-
Semitism” includes anti-Arab sentiments because both Arabs and Jews are Semites, and 
they are all people.   
 Anti-Palestinian anti-Semitism is no more tolerable than anti-Jewish anti-Semitism.
 that said, the entire Arab and Muslim world (the latter of which lies far beyond Arab 
lands) are facing the challenges of balancing democracy, religion and tolerance towards 
others.  east Asian Muslim nations have, for the most part, chosen tolerance while Arab 
lands are struggling with tolerance towards christians and Jews.  
 Why Arab Christians’ plight is being ignored perhaps rests on much of society’s lack 
of tolerance to christians, but intolerance and violence towards any religious group or 
tribe is unforgivable in this modern day and age. 
 Which is also why the suggestion that Israel (formed as a majority Jewish land 
because Jews have always been persecuted and killed when they are in the minority, with 
very rare exception, throughout history) is a genocidal and pro-apartheid state is at best 
historical ignorance, and at worst Jew-hatred. 
 the late Golda Meir is now appropriately quoted for her FuLL statement that not 
only (and I’m paraphrasing) do too many Palestinians hate the Jews more than they love 
their own children, but that while Jews can forgive the Palestinians for killing our own 
children, they/we cannot forgive them for forcing us to kill their children.
      After all, this is the same historical group that has Sesame Street-like shows promoting 
suicide bombing and jihad to children, and which promotes street talk that Jews include 

christian blood in our matzo (I’m Jewish, and 
the very suggestion is horrid beyond words). 
   After all, this is the same historical group that 
fled their homes to allow the mass slaying of 
the Jews in 1948, but to their dismay lost their 
homes when these Jews actually survived and 
took over both Palestinian and Israeli lands. 
 After all, this is the same historical group 
that has been thrown out of much of the Arab 
world (such as Lebanon and Jordan) because 
the element amongst them that appears to have 
a “culture of death” and advocates suicide 
bombing extended to other Arab neighbors. 

 Yet while the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip made the terrible decision to elect 
the hardened, pro-violence, and exuberantly anti-Israel hamas into power (they only 
had the notoriously corrupt Fatah as an alternative), most Palestinians actually are quite 
educated and would do well to be welcomed into the greater world of economics and 
business. 
 the comparison can therefore be made to 1930’s Germany, when a miserably poor 
and abandoned Germany chose the National Socialist Party out of anger and desperation 
... but, as with hamas, democracy eNDeD there.  
 Hamas, like the Nazis and Yasser Arafat before them, pilfered the billions of UN, 
Western and foreign funds for economic development and chose war and death, both to 
foreign neighbors and to their own people. 
 If people want to ignore that Yasser Arafat and hamas have spent billions on foreign 
aid towards missiles, personal wealth and (most lately) tunnels to kill Israeli civilians, 
that’s either ignorance or Jew-hatred in one way, shape or form.  the Palestinians are 
Both victims and (as a group) must pull themselves up by their own bootstraps. 

    *  *  *
 So when former President Jimmy carter claims that Israel must recognize the 
legitimacy of hamas (which has sworn the destruction of Israel, and possibly all Judaism 
in that region), it’s frightening to both Democratic and republican Jews in our nation. 
 Ditto to statements and actions in Britain and europe suggesting that hamas and the 
Israelis are both politically and morally equivalent. 
 The word “ghetto” is (for those who don’t know this) originally NOT a black or 
brown word but a Jewish term for where european nations and city/states shoved their 
Jewish population.  The Warsaw Ghetto in Poland is where the Jews were confined prior 
to their removal to their deaths in the concentration camps. 
 rather than using their children as human shields, they smuggled their children out 
in any way they could, then repelled the Nazis with military force in a true David versus 
Goliath experience.  
 And then, after holding out for a few days, they were outgunned and annihilated.  But 
they NeVer used their children as human shields, and Jews today never would. 
 Never. 
 EVER! 
 And if the uN ever wants to have any credibility among Jews and their christian 
allies, they must demand the culture of death is NeVer AGAIN allowed, and for uN 
support to StoP if the Palestinian practice of handing out candies and sweets every time 
a Palestinian suicide bomber kills Israeli civilians continues, and to STOP Palestinian 
propaganda that encourage children to become suicide bombers instead of educated 
professionals and businessmen. 
 Let us hope and pray that peace among all reasonable peoples can survive and 
thrive in the Middle East.  But let’s pursue not only a “Never Again” with respect to 
another Holocaust of the Jews, but also a “Never Again” with respect to the rearming of a 
Palestinian segment that No oNe can tolerate or live with any more than with the prior 
Nazi German hardliners of a past generation. 
 We should all pursue peace...but that means putting down those who refuse to ever 
join in pursuing that peace.
 
(Ken Alpern is a Westside Village zone Director and Board member of the Mar Vista 
Community Council (MVCC).                                                                          - CityWatch
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LADWP will pay you to 
remove your healthy grass 
and go California Friendly®!

Learn more today at 
www.LADWP.com/CF

In place of water-thirsty and high 
maintenance turf, put in California 
Friendly® plants, mulch and 
permeable pathways to save money 
while conserving water. Residential  
and commercial customers can 
receive $3 per square foot of 
healthy turf removed.*

*Incentives may change. Please check 
the website prior to starting your project. 
Commercial projects are subject to a tiered 
structure after 10,000 square feet.
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Imagine a school where the student experience goes beyond 
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics 
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that 
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a 

challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious 
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect 
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Call today to schedule a 
CAMPUS TOUR

Middle School  
818.363.8127

19800 Devonshire St. 
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School  
818.347.8300

7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

www.chaminade.org

 

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.  
Setting the standard  for Catholic education.

At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength

Costs Hit 18% of Budget in L.A.

Pension Spiking: Bleeds the 
Taxpayers. Nobody Likes It. 

But It Just Won’t Die!
By Joel Fox

Sacramento Bee columnist Dan Walters zeroed in on the problem with the calPerS 
Board coming up with many end runs to increase or “spike” pension benefits, labeling 
the add-ons for pension purposes “nuts.” Trouble is the unions and their allies use the 

same expression when it comes to suggestions about reforming the pension system. 
 The CalPERS Board’s actions to undercut pension spiking by adding temporary pay or 
increased pay for specific jobs into the pension calculation was mocked by a number of writers 
over the weekend with the temporary pay provision criticized by Governor Jerry Brown. 
 hard not to be cynical of the reasons employees will get higher wages that will count 
in juicing their pensions. In the private sector, clerical employees don’t get extra cash for 
typing and taking dictation. Isn’t that what they are supposed to do? Librarians get extra 
payments if they routinely help library patrons find books and resources. Huh? 
 At every turn pension reform runs into a roadblock while the pension debt grows and 
government services are put in jeopardy of cutbacks. 
 When voters in San Diego and San Jose voted to reduce pension obligations, the 
unions ran to the courts and administrative agencies to collapse the reforms. recently, in 
Los Angeles the employee relations Board threw out a reform that included requiring new 
employees to work until 65 before retirement. 
 Meanwhile, cities are facing reduced services as the pension obligation takes up more 
and more of the budget. In 2003 pensions made up 3-percent of the L.A. city budget. A 
decade later pensions ate up 18-percent. Pensions are considered an integral part of 
the bankruptcy proceedings in a number of california cities. 
 So when even moderate efforts of reform championed by a powerful governor are ignored 
and turned back by a board dominated by union interests, there appears little hope for reform. 
 As the pension obligation grows the fiscal hole caused by pension requirements will fall 
in the lap of taxpayers. Jack Dean, who publishes the widely circulated Pension tsunami, a 
compilation of pension news stories from around the country, thinks the Proposition 30 tax 
increases were helped at the ballot because voters assumed the legislature had implemented 
some pension reform – the one championed by Governor Brown. Now some of that reform has 
been set aside. Dean wrote in an email, “Prop 30 has allowed more tax dollars to be pumped 
into public pensions (such as CalSTRS) to shore them up – just as we had predicted.” 
 So does that indicate more taxes are on the horizon to deal with budget gaps caused 
by pension growth? Probably so. Advocates for tax increases will never use the argument 
that such tax increases will be used for pension payments but as the pension obligations 
become larger new tax dollars will be used to backfill general fund dollars that will fund 
the retirement commitments.
 Pension spiking was supposed to be the easy reform. Nearly all who look at pensions 

agree that manipulating salaries to increase pensions is a way to cheat the taxpayers. But 
even this easy reform is hard. 
 Twenty-two years ago, I was involved in a lawsuit to stem pension spiking in Los Angeles 
county. the circumstances were similar to what just happened on the state level – a county 
official adding extras that would spike the final pension calculations.
 the Los Angeles times editorial page was in our corner and at a press conference a times 
reporter covering the event assured us that the report on the press conference was scheduled for 
the front page of the next day’s paper. 
 Didn’t happen. 
 A short time after the press conference the Simi Valley jury acquitted the police officers in the 
rodney King incident and the 1992 Los Angeles riots began. the pension issue was wiped off the 
front page and out of the minds of the voters. our lawsuit was eventually rejected by the court. 
 Despite years of legal and legislative efforts and press reporting and public shaming, 
pension spiking seems to find a way to survive. And to that, the taxpayers should say, “nuts!”
 (Joel Fox is the editor of Fox and Hounds … where this column first appeared … and is 
president of the Small Business Action Committee.)                                                    – CityWatch

Guest Editorial

Vote Yes on Proposition 45
By Jeffrey Nordella, MD,  Porter Ranch Quality Care

Here is your chance to control the rising cost of health insurance premiums. We finally have 
a proposition on the November 4, 2014 ballot that makes health insurance companies 
accountable. As a practicing Primary care Physician for the last 28 years, I cannot tell 

you how many times I’ve been approached by patients frustrated and stressed by the cost of 
their health insurance.  In some cases, monthly health insurance premiums are greater than 

rent or mortgage payments; all this with rising deductibles, co-pays 
and patient co-insurance...
 the factual truth about Proposition 45 is that if a health insurance 
company wishes to raise their premiums they will have to file a request 
with the insurance commissioner. A public hearing could then be 
held and the insurance company will have the right to come forward 
and financially justify why they should receive the raise. They will 
potentially have to expose their financial bookkeeping in order to 
justify their request.  
 of course, this is something the insurance industry does not want. 
this is why they are spending so much money to defeat Proposition 

45. The three health insurance companies controlling 75% of the private insurance market in 
california were the top contributors to the campaign to stop health insurance rate regulation. 
Kaiser gave $14.3 million, WellPoint $12.5 million and Blue Shield gave $9.5 million. this fact 
in itself should be compelling evidence on how to vote.
 I have researched both sides of this initiative. I cannot see why anyone would vote no. 
However, I did find one statement in opposition quite comical. It claims that if Proposition 45 
passes, the physician-patient relationship would be restricted.  It is my opinion after practicing 
medicine for 28 years that the physician- patient relationship has been chronically destroyed 
by the profit seeking motives of the health insurance industry.
 Do your own research. Go online and search the literature on Proposition 45. It’s for 
your own good health.
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(Continued on page 10)

(Continued from page 1)

Recently, I did a man-on-the-street interview where I asked people what they thought 
the Gospel meant. Some said, “The Truth.” Others said, “The Word.” And many 
answered simply, “Jesus” or “God.” While all of these answers are correct in a 

general sense, what is the true definition of the Gospel and why is it so important? 
 If we look at the word “Gospel” in the original Greek, it literally means “good 

news.” According Romans 1:16 in the Bible, the Gospel is “the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes.” It is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Before we dive into the reason why this is such good news, we must take a moment 
to examine the bad news.

First, the Bible says in romans 3:23 that “all have sinned, and fallen short of the 
glory of God.” Each and every one of us has broken one of God’s laws in some form 
another—whether it’s stealing, lying, cheating, coveting what doesn’t belong to you, 
slandering another individual, or harboring hate or resentment in your heart. We have 
all sinned.

Second, we discover in romans 6:23 the consequence for our wrongdoing: “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.” On a 
physical, spiritual, and eternal level, the result of our sins is death. our transgressions 
separate us from a holy God. 

While we were without hope because of our sin, our merciful Father in heaven gave 
us a precious gift we don’t deserve—the gift of eternal life through his one and only 
Son, christ Jesus. the debt and weight of our sin was nailed to the cross when Jesus was 
crucified at Calvary; our faith in Him erases our past, present, and future sins. When 
Jesus died and was buried in a tomb, our sin was buried forever in the grave of God’s 
forgetfulness. In christ’s resurrection, we are raised to new life—set free from guilt, 
shame, and eternal separation from God. “therefore, if anyone is in christ, the new 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

What is the Gospel?
By

creation has come: the old has gone, the 
new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

 Imagine you are standing before a 
judge for crimes you have committed. 
the judge has just found you guilty and 
has sentenced you to death. there is 
nothing you can do to escape this verdict. 
Suddenly, an individual who loves you 
and has committed no transgressions of 
their own, freely steps up and takes your 
place and your punishment. how grateful and 
indebted you would be to that individual! Well, this is exactly what 
Jesus did through his death, burial, and resurrection. In essence, our guilty verdict 
and death sentence were overturned by a higher court—God the Father. 

 This truly is good news! Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection bring us salvation and 
freedom. And this gift is given freely to us by a God who loves us. Won’t you accept this free 
gift by asking Jesus into your heart and committing your life to Him? The Gospel is the most 
important and life-changing news that has ever come to mankind. Today is the day to receive 
it and proclaim it to others. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him would not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

edited by Shauna Greco
Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down and the senior pastor of the 

10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch (Los Angeles), California. You 
can connect with Dudley online at www.WallsFallDownBook.com or on Twitter @
pastordudley.

 - planting trees to provide shade to homes;
 - adjusting home thermostats 10 to 15 percent lower in winter and higher in summer 
to save energy and reduce carbon-dioxide emissions;
 -working a modified schedule to avoid sitting in traffic or switching to carpools or 
public transit;
 -eating more vegetables to reduce the global demand for livestock, which are 
significant sources of greenhouse gases; and
 -encouraging friends and neighbors take part in the effort to reduce climate change.

Climate Change Hurting Valley
(Continued from page 1) Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources (aka DOGGR) is in the process of further 

specifying the scope of regulations necessary to make fracking safe. However, she noted 
that Senator Pavley is not sure of SB4 applies here and will wait until more information is 
available to take a position on the project.
 Assembly Member Scott Wilk’s representative Andre Hollings essentially echoed those 
comments explaining that legislatively, nothing can be done yet. “Now is your opportunity 
to make sure there is no change to your quality of life”…because of this project. 
 representing termo was ralph combs, Manager of corporate Development. 

Proposed Porter Ranch Drilling Project Explained
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run these trusts to restore oversight and transparency.  This is the Ratepayers’ money, and 
they have a right to follow their money.” (Photo: Garcetti, Feuer, Galperin strategizing? … 
at Brents Deli) 
 Controller Galperin and Union Bo$$ d’Arcy are also duking it out in the courts as a 
result of Bo$$ d’Arcy’s unsuccessful effort to squash Galperin’s January subpoena for the 
fi nancial records of the two tax exempt trusts and Bo$$ d’Arcy’s subsequent appeal of the 
Superior Court’s ruling in favor of transparency.
 But all this litigation and posturing is no doubt costing big bucks, all of which, including 
the IBEW’s share, will be footed by the Ratepayers, one way or other as the Ratepayer funded 
trusts are paying the bill for Bo$$ d’Arcy’s unilateral decision to contest the Controller’s 
subpoena without the consent of the DWP trustees. 
 Union Bo$$ d’Arcy has also threatened to cause “trouble” if DWP does not make 
the payment that is part of last year’s collective bargaining agreement.  Of course, some 
would say it is just more “trouble” as the IBEW has been less than cooperative in the 
implementation of the Power Reliability Program that is designed to improve the Power 
System’s aging infrastructure. 
 Despite these very real threats, Galperin, Feuer, and Garcetti must continue in their 
efforts to enforce the law that requires the full and complete disclosure of the trusts’ fi nancial 

Holding DWP Union Bo$$ d’Arcy Accountable for Wasting Millions

“Seinfeld” Turns 25,
Still Master of Its Domain

By Kevin Roderick

“Seinfi eld” premiered on NBC 25 years ago, as a summer replacement show called 
“The Seinfeld Chronicles.” As a piece at The Week puts it, “though it hasn’t produced 
a new episode since 1998, the series has earned $3.1 billion from reruns alone and still 

lords over the writers’ rooms of dozens of sitcoms looking to replicate its success.”
 Seinfeld’s genius, of course, was turning “nothing” into comedy gold. Signifi cant time was 
spent on magnifying everything, from waiting for a table at a Chinese restaurantto the impor-
tance of shirt button placement to the best kind of babka. The comedy wasn’t in the situation 
— it was in the characters’ reaction to it. That made it unique among all sitcoms of its era....
 Pre-Seinfeld, the sitcom was a genre renowned for mollycoddling its audiences. 
Contemporaries like “Married… with Children,” “The Cosby Show,” and even “Cheers” 
all followed a familiar format, with their (relatively) likeable characters doing (relatively) 
wholesome things. Seinfeld gave us a different group: the hypercritical titular comedian, 
the eternally shallow Elaine, the slacker supreme Kramer, and George Costanza, who was 
such a loser that it practically defi ed superlatives.
 These are characters who reveled in each others’ misfortunes, or the misfortunes of 
any innocent bystanders unfortunate enough to get caught in their orbit. Over the course 
of the series, they demonstrated their fundamental fl aws: dumping lovers for failing to put 
exclamation marks at the end of phone messages, getting a hapless restaurateur deported, 
and even breathing a sigh of relief when a bride-to-be died of a rare case of glue poisoning. 
 As the judge said in the series-ending trial of the show’s fi nale: “I don’t know how, or 
under what circumstances the four of you found each other, but your callous indifference 
and utter disregard for everything that is good and decent has rocked the very foundation 
upon which our society is built.”                      - LA Observed

Seinfeld cast members with James Hong in the second season’s Chinese 
restaurant episode. Sony photo

records as the Ratepayers and voters are convinced that Bo$$ d’Arcy is trying to cover up 
a major league misappropriation of our hard earned money.   
 This trio of elected offi cials need to hold Union Bo$$ d’Arcy and the other IBEW 
appointed trustees accountable for their actions by holding them personally liable for any 
and all expenses associated with the litigation and the misuse of the trusts’ assets.  
 They need to form an alliance with the Ratepayers and voters to “encourage” 
the City Council to join their efforts to require the full and complete disclosure of the 
trusts’ fi nancial data, no strings attached.  But this may prove diffi cult as at least ten of its 
members have been benefi ciaries of Union Bo$$ d’Arcy’s campaign slush funds. 
 They must convince the County Federation of Labor and other local unions that 
the failure to make the $4 million payment to the trusts is not a violation of the collective 
bargaining process, but an ethical issue involving transparency and the possible misuse of 
Ratepayer funds. 
 Our elected offi cials must also play real hard ball by working with the District 
Attorney and the Internal Revenue Service to see if the trustees, the trusts, and IBEW 
Local 18 local have violated the law or engaged in tax fraud.  
 Finally, union members need to demand that Local 18 put an end to this mess 
that is an embarrassment to the City, the DWP, and all of its employees. 

(Continued from page 1)

DWP Ratepayers, City Seek 
Solution to Union Trusts

Special Valley Voice Report

Several Los Angeles city council members made a proposal aimed at settling a 
legal dispute with the Department of Water and Power employee union over the 
operation of a pair of trusts, and the head of the union saying the offer was under 

consideration.
 the legal battle, which has erupted on multiple fronts and involves several 
lawsuits, is focused on how a pair of worker training and safety trusts spent $40 million 
over the past 10 years.
 city controller ron Galperin has refused to release the latest installment of an annual, 
$4 million payment to the Joint Safety Institute and the Joint training Institute, after 
union officials who sit on the board of the trusts refused to provide financial documents he 
requested as part of an audit.
 Saying the decision over whether to release the funds rests ultimately with the city 
council, seven members signed onto a motion proposing the release of the $4 million - but 
only if 13 conditions are met.
 One of the 13 conditions requires International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
officials to allow the city to thoroughly audit the past five years of financial activity at the 
trusts, according to a council motion.
 Another condition calls for the trusts’ management trustees to include “the DWP 
general manager and other DWP managers or supervisor appointed at her sole discretion.”
 the release of the $4 million would also be conditioned on the trusts’ boards meeting regularly 
again, according to the motion. the boards have not met in the past seven months, with the union 
objecting to a pair of management trustees appointed by Mayor eric Garcetti. A judge recently 
ruled that the appointees were properly made, and ordered the union to recognize them as 
legitimate board members.
    *  *  *
 “With what we’ve included, we think we are protecting the taxpayers, the residents 
of the city,” said Council President Herb Wesson, one of the authors of the motion. “It 
would make ... all of the legal concerns go away.”
 “It’s a path forward,” Councilman Bob Blumenfield, another co-author, added.
 The motion is saying to “all parties, ‘If you want to walk with us along this path, you 
gotta put your guns down ... put the litigation aside,’” Blumenfield said.
 the proposal would also protect the city from being accused of violating terms of a 
recently reached labor agreement with the union, said councilman Felipe Fuentes, chair 
of the energy and environment committee and a co-author of the motion.
 “We can’t afford to risk $456 million (in savings) over four years - billions after 30 
(years) - for a $4 million transfer,” Fuentes said.
 the labor agreement, signed last summer, defers cost-of-living increases for three 
years and institutes a new pension tier.
 the motion has been referred to the city council’s Budget and Finance committee. 
   Brian D’Arcy, head of the DWP union, released a statement saying “we are currently 
reviewing the proposed motion by the City Council.”
 “The Joint Training and Safety Trusts provide critical functions to benefit the work 
force at the Department of Water and Power,” D’Arcy said.
 “the funding for the trusts comes from a 10- and 15-cent per hour contribution made 

to the trusts in lieu of IBEW members’ wages to improve safety and training on the job,” he 
added. “this funding for the trusts was recently upheld by both the city council and the 
mayor through the recent contract approved last year which resulted in billions of dollars in 
savings for the city and ratepayers.”
 At a city hall news conference, Mayor eric Garcetti said with the motion, several city 
leaders have presented a “unified front”  in making sure there is transparency surrounding 
the two trusts.
 The public has the right to know where the $40 million was spent and “how it was 
spent,” said Garcetti, who was joined by six of the City Council members who introduced the 
motion, controller ron Galperin, DWP General Manager Marcie edwards and DWP Board 
President Mel Levine.

Sharing the Valley
with Coyotes

What should I do if a coyote approaches me?
 Wave your arms. Shout in a low, loud tone. throw objects at the coyote while 
maintaining eye contact. Make yourself look as big as possible. If you are wearing a 

jacket, take it off & swing around over your head. If possible go towards active or populated 
areas but do not turn your back & run from the coyote as that could trigger a chase.
HOW CAN I KEEP MY DOG SAFE? 
 Closely supervise your dog. Do not leave small dogs unattended in your yard. Walk 
your dog on a leash at all times & stay close to high pedestrian traffic areas. Try not to 
establish a regular routine & route to avoid setting up a pattern for the coyote to detect. 
Avoid dense brushy areas or paths near abandoned properties. If you notice a coyote when 
walking your dog, keep your dog as close to you as possible & move towards an active 
area. Never encourage or allow your dog to interact or “play” with coyotes.
HOW CAN I KEEP MY CAT SAFE? 
 Keep your cat indoors at all times. If your cat must be outside, consider constructing 
an outdoor 6 sided enclosure that is made of heavy gauge wire or chain-link with an 
enclosed access way to the house.
HOW CAN I KEEP MY CHILDREN SAFE? 
 Make sure that your children never play outside in the same clothes they just ate food 
in. Wildlife may be attracted to food odors in clothing. Make sure children wash thoroughly 
after eating. Provide children with a whistle and breakaway necklace they can blow if an 
animal approaches. Never let them approach any stray animal. If a coyote approaches, they 
should face the animal, move slowly to another person or dwelling entrance, raise their arms 
over their head, clap their hands, stomp their feet, blow a whistle, and call out in a stern loud 
voice “There is a coyote here.” The best thing to do is avoid leaving children unattended.
 FINAL thouGht: Keep in mind that coyote attacks on humans are rare with most 
attacks taking place as result of people feeding them. Coyotes should be frightened off 
when the chance presents itself to keep them fearful of humans, which benefits coyotes and 
people. coyotes will always be around, trapping throughout history has not changed that. If 
trapping worked, there would be no more coyotes since it has been done over 200 years.
 If you have further questions about the Wildlife Program or would like to report a 
wildlife sighting, please call (323) 225-9453 to leave a message for the officers. You can also 
contact my Field Deputy, Jessie Levine at jessie.levine@lacity.org or (818) 882-1212.   
 - Mitchell englander, councilmember twelfth District 
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CityWatch LA

The Valley Faces an Invasion of 
High-Rises and Density … the 
Will of the People be Damned

By Ron Kaye

There is no mystery about how the largest enclave of middle class life in the nation went from 
being America’s suburb to being indistinguishable from rest of gritty Los Angeles – soaring 
poverty, high unemployment, rotting infrastructure, clogged streets and freeways. 

 It wasn’t an act of God or one of nature’s earthquakes that killed the American dream in the 
San Fernando Valley. It was the deliberate policies of a city government run amok in its assault on 
the middle-class, one that began with forced busing in the late 1970s to integrate the schools in what 
was then a largely white community. 
 White flight soon became middle-class flight to nearby suburbs as the quality of life declined, 
the schools became overwhelmed with 90 percent of the children having special needs of one sort 
or another and the public increasingly feeling so disenfranchised that a majority eventually vote to 
secede and form a city of their own. 
 Twenty-five years ago, 70 percent of the Valley’s residents lived in single family homes; barely 
40 percent today. Defense, aerospace and auto industries were chased away. the No. 1 industry 
became pornography and now it’s been run out of town, too. hundreds of storefronts across the 
Valley are empty and low-paying service jobs have taken the place of good-paying jobs, and there 
are not even enough of them. 
 What it was really about was political power and the economic advantages of a narrow class 
of developers and business leaders with insider status at city hall. 
    *  *  *
 the moment is now at hand to complete the process of turning LA suburbia into a dense urban 
environment that has no resemblance to what Valley people want or why they settled there. 
 Warner Center – thanks to a conspiracy involving the mayor, the councilman and the profiteers 
in over-development – has been approved for doubling the commercial space to 30 million square 
feet, exceeding what cities with similar 1.4 million populations have in their downtowns. 
 It will be a skyscraper city without height limits and with the night sky lit by dozens of 
blinking digital signs up to 3,200 square feet embedded into buildings and individual signs 
placed as high as 300 feet into the air. 
 “It’s going to be a first-class destination,” said Councilman Bob Blumenfield, who 
represents the area. 
 “It’s open-aired, it’s pedestrian-friendly and it’s part of the new vision of what this area 
is going to look like.” 
 No recognition that the evolution isn’t the choice of the residents but of those on the 
inside who prosper from it. 
 the No. 1 player in that category is city hall itself, which in the last year approved relocating 
costco from roscoe Boulevard to Victory and topanga, one of the most congested corners in the 
Valley and handing Westfield shopping centers $60 million in taxpayer money. 
 The subsidy was intended to help pay for Westfield’s plan to connect its two shopping centers 
a few hundred yards apart with a massive residential-commercial project that is supposed to 
emulate what the LA Times called “the kind of dense, walkable communities thriving in downtown, 
Hollywood and other parts of the city.” 
 “Why is it important to build here? So people don’t have to be in traffic for a half-hour, 45 
minutes to go someplace else,” Mayor Eric Garcetti told the Times during a recent tour of the area. 
“That’s bad for them, but it’s bad for the rest of us too.” 
 Are the salespeople at Westfield’s mall or at Costco going to move into the thousands of pricey 
units being built already or to come or maybe the clerks in the office buildings? Perhaps he means the 
highly-paid executives living in the hills or in calabasas would prefer to live in a high-rise. 
 The city after decades of sweetheart labor contracts, wasteful and abusive spending and lack 
of accountability has run out of options. 
 they put LA up for sale with subsidies to anyone willing to build because without a massive 
dose of cash, LA will crash. 
    *  *  *
 they have decided they have no choice but to destroy the city in order to save it. 
 That’s why they okayed a massive football stadium for 10 events a year in the heart of downtown 
– a project that is still a pipedream – and an expanded convention center that has bled the treasury 
of more than $1 billion over the years and all those massive high-rises and hotels being built on the 
backs of taxpayers because investors wouldn’t bite without heavy subsidies. 
 And it’s why the subway to the sea and the light rail lines being built are nothing but a ruse. 
they aren’t about getting people out of their cars as much as justifying more and more towering 
buildings without adequate parking near the stations. 
 Public transit – the orange Line busway to Warner center from North hollywood and 
Chatsworth – is put forward as a prime justification for the massive expansion plan. Although far 
more successful dollar for dollar than any other part of the Metro system, the busway was built at 
surface and only saves six minutes on the rapid bus along Ventura Boulevard. 
 Even one of the key promoters of this, the so-called non-profit lobbying arm for Warner Center 
realty interests has questioned whether there is demand for any of this from business or residents. 
 Billions of dollars is going to be spent by business and the city to transform into a dense 
urban landscape that will certainly change its character and they don’t even know if there 
is a demand for it. 
 Hollywood residents have derailed similar plans for a skyscraper city by coming up with a lot 
of money to sue the city and so far they’ve been winning case after case. 
 there is no evidence that the old guard homeowner groups in the Valley or the Neighborhood 
councils or the remnants of the activist community are capable of doing the same. 
 I guess that means we Vals are going to have to look after our interests as well as we can.  So 
anybody want to buy a modest three-bedroom Valley floor house with a swimming pool just a 
mile from Warner Center and close to the Orange Line? Great location, you can get downtown on 
public transit in 90 minutes instead of driving there in 45.
  (ron Kaye is a lifetime journalist, writer and political observer. he is the former editor 
of the Daily News and the founder of the Saving LA Project.) 

CityWatch

LA’s Education
Establishment Explodes

By Sara Roos

The education news exploding through the tubes via KPcc and the LA times is 
absolutely staggering. there is a soap’s-load worth of titters and twitters, readings 
and writings about fiscal improprieties, amoral, immoral and unethical behavior, 

all on the public’s dime. Our money, and our sacred trust in the chief education officer, 
superintendent Deasy, to educate our children well and properly, slices straight through 
that public official’s office. 
 And the environment there is none too clean. 
 1: John Deasy and his senior staff were all playing footsie with Apple and Pearson 
before ever a contract for common core technology was put out to bid. It’s possible that 
Apple-Pearson (“App-son”) never did “win” some free market competition to provide 
LAuSD with its best opportunity for technology. By all appearances that bidding process 
was rigged in advance to favor a pre-ordained “App-son outcome”. 
 there is some rather titillating email evidence of this immoral if not illegal behavior. 
While the LAuSD’s Inspector General signed off on the cleanliness of the ipad deal and 
the city’s attorney general declined any prosecution, this was prior to the appearance of 
the smoking emails. 
 Sources of amoral behavior might be: If Deasy held shares of Apple during these 
pre-bid conversations; mightn’t this be fraudulent, particularly if he increased his 
share-holding during this period? His much bally-hooed divestiture after the contract 
award would only be so much deal-clinching for him personally. And what of the 
precipitous departure of deputy superintendent of instruction, Jaime Aquino, former 
Pearson-employee and latter-day New teacher center second-in-command? These 
conversations may have violated the revolving door “waiting period” of contact with 
former employees. 

    *  *  *
 2: Another source of disarray involves a new information system that was rolled out 
district wide without any backup plan. As MiSiS faltered, as these things are wont to do, in 
its wake has been left thousands of students disenfranchised in some cases without schools 
or classes, teachers and administrators unable to access computerized records reliably 
including attendance and schedules. collectively the amount of jeopardy is just mind-
boggling, involving large amounts of lost instructional time and even operating revenue. 
 SSDD — was there any “accountability” last time? This time although the horse 
may be gone from the barn, at least there will be an effort to tidy up the stall after the 
fact? There is so many questionable practices and procurements surrounding this snafu 
that boardmember Galatzan has requested a formal accounting. 
 As if this weren’t enough, there’s much, much more… 
 3. An internal report of committees chaired by boardmember ratliff was leaked 
prematurely censoring the entire iPad procurement process and even premise. In the 
context of the long-delayed seating of the first board district’s now-newly elected member, 
George McKenna, it is significant to learn of carefully documented discontent with district 
policies. 
 this flurry of revelations has been voluminous from howard Blume of the LA 
times and Annie Gilbertson of KPCC. We are lucky citizens in Los Angeles to have this 
pair of clear-eyed and dogged reporters. But for a really great accounting from a citizen’s 
point of view, check out Scott Folsom’s blog, 4lakids.com. He does an amazing job tying 
together disparate threads from a long view that reveals some awfully morally curtailed 
shenanigans.
 (Sara Roos is a politically active resident of Mar Vista, a biostatistician, the parent of two 
teenaged LAuSD students and a CityWatch contributor, who blogs at redqueeninla.com) 

Where Are the 
School Crossing 

Guards?

As Los Angeles Unified School District students returned to classes, 
crossing guards and community activists packed the City Council 
chamber to express concern over a shortage of guards at nearly 170 

intersections near schools.
 community activists said a study by the Fix LA coalition found that a 
third of intersections near elementary schools that are eligible for crossing 
guards go unstaffed.
 The Los Angeles Department of Transportation identified 507 eligible 
intersections near 307 elementary schools, but only 338 have regular crossing 
guards, the study found.
 “our city, with its misguided budgetary decisions, is leaving hundreds of 
thousands of children at risk every day,” said Cheryl Parisi, chairwoman of 
the coalition of city unions. “the city does not have its child safety priorities 
correct.”
 Fix LA coalition leaders said the city employs 363 crossing guards, 
compared to 576 guards in 2008 -- a 37 percent decline. they called on city 
officials to restore positions eliminated during the recession and recommended 
placing guards at busy intersections near all elementary and middle schools.
 LAuSD Board Member Steve Zimmer said student safety was just as 
important as the school district’s campaign to increase graduation rates this 
year.
 “In order to get to the graduation stage, you must first safely cross the 
street to get to the school,” Zimmer said. “If we have a city and a community 
that cannot invest in safe passages, we don’t get to scream about the graduation 
crisis.”
 City crossing guards earn an average of $13,500 per year and work an 
average of four hours per day on split shifts, according to the Fix LA study. 
Crossing guard advocates said based on that figure, the city could restore 
crossing guard staffing to 2008 levels at a cost of about $3 million per year.
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Free Clinic
 Wristbands for a free health care clinic coming to 
the Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena Sept. 11-14 will 
be handed out Sept. 7. the wristbands, the equivalent 
of registration, will be available starting at 9 a.m. at the 
nearly 17,000-seat arena in Exposition Park at 3939 S. 
Figueroa St., where the gates will open at 7 a.m.
 It will be the third year in a row that the Los 
Angeles nonprofit Care Harbor has put on the event. 
The wristbands will be distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Patients can choose the date they 
want to attend the clinic, and the selected date will be 
reflected in the wristband.    Wristbands for children 
or patients who can’t go to the clinic on their own will 
be given to the parent or caregiver. this person must 
accompany the patient to the clinic and only the patient 
will receive services.

You Will Be Square Dancing
 the Farmers and charmers Square Dance club 
is having their annual open enrollment for beginning 
Square Dance: Sundays, Sep 7, 14 and 21 from 6:30 till 
9 pm at the Wilkinson Center, 8956 Vanalden Ave. in 
Northridge. come to one of our three open enrollment 
classes for Free, after that it is $6 donation at the door 
to pay for the caller, rent and insurance. come and 
have fun learning our National and State Folk Dance. 
No experience needed. Check out our website at www.
farmersandcharmers.com or http://www.meetup.com/
Learn-to-Square-Dance-in-Nothridge/or call terry and 
Tammy Parks at 818-996-0974 for further information.

Financial Peace University
 Nearly 2.5 million families have positively changed 
their financial future through Dave Ramsey’s Financial 
Peace University (FPU). The nine-week course provides 
families and individuals with practical tools to gain 
control of their finances and set themselves up for long-
term financial success. The course meets once a week 
where a different lesson is taught by Dave on DVD 
followed by a small-group discussion. Lessons include 
budgeting, relationships and money, getting out of debt, 
saving for emergencies and investing. FPu will be held 
in Porter ranch at:Shepherd of the hills located at 19700 
rinaldi Street. the classes will begin tuesday, September 
9, at 6:30 PM. Contact Rick Kasel at (818) 831-9333 for 
more information or to register.

U.S. Constitution Presentation at CSUN
 california State university, Northridge’s tseng college 
hosts a free presentation Sept. 13, “the constitution and 
Political Parties,” in honor of U.S. Constitution Day. CSUN 
history professor James Sefton and John evans, political 
science professor at the university of Wisconsin, eau claire, 
lead the presentation for the community. The event takes 
place at cSuN’s university club-orange Grove Bistro, 
starting at 8:30 a.m. with continental breakfast, followed 
by the presentation at 9 a.m. For more information: http://
tsengcollege.csun.edu/programs/constitution-day.

Valley JCC
 Join the Valley Jcc Active Scene group for a guided 
tour of the Nethercutt collection on September 13, 10:00 
a.m. at 15200 Bledsoe St. in Sylmar. We will meet in front 
of the Nethercutt collection at 9:45 a.m. tour begins at 
10:00 a.m. You must rSVP to ellen at ellen@valleyjcc.org 
or call 818-360-2211.  Parking is free. 

TreePeople
 TreePeople’s Community Sustainability Workshops 
for people ready to take on the role of making their 
community more sustainable will be on Saturday, Sept. 
13, 9:00am-1:00pm at 12601 Mulholland Drive in Beverly 
Hills. Through this FREE quarterly workshop, which 
offers a variety of different training tracks, you will be 
prepared to help create a greener Los Angeles starting in 
your very own neighborhood. reservations are required. 
Visit www.treepeople.org/community-sustainability-
workshops.

“La Boheme”   
 “La Boheme” Acts I through III will be performed on 
Saturday, September 20  at 7:00 PM in the congregational 
church of chatsworth.  the church is located just east 
of Mason Avenue at 20440 Lassen Street in chatsworth.  
there will also be a wine and cheese reception at 6:00 PM 
prior to the performance.  Tickets may be purchased at the 
door on the day of the performance or you may call (818) 
349-2550 to reserve tickets as a will call. “La Boheme” 
is being conducted and directed by Gabriel reoyo and 
performed by his talented students.

Used Golf Bags Needed
 The Northridge Sparkle Campaign is looking for 
donations of old golf bags. Do you have any golf bags 
that are no longer being used and are hidden away in 
the closet? If so, they serve as the perfect carrying case 
for rakes, brooms, and shovels for local cleanups. Your 
donation will go towards community efforts to make 
our streets, sidewalks, and parkways shine. Please drop 
off your old golf bags at cD12 community Service 
Center located at 9207 Oakdale Avenue in Chatsworth. 
For more information call (818) 882-1212.

Need a Job?
 “ Getting LA Back 2 Work” program, a new 
program in the city of Los Angeles,  provides job 
training for those who have been recently laid off work. 
this program is funded by a National emergency Grant 
under the Department of Labor. this grant targets 
displaced workers from specific public agencies and 
private companies identified from the Department of 
Labor. The grant provides qualified displaced workers 
with up to $7,500 in training and placement support. the 
City is partnering with 18 WorkSource Centers located 
throughout LA. Questions can be directed to either 3-1-1 
or email cdd.back2work@lacity.org.

Street Services
 councilman Mitch englander’s Field Deputy, 
Colin Crews wants to let you know that there is a fast 
and efficient way for you to report problems involving 
your streets. the Bureau of Street Services has an easy 
to complete online service request form for your use. You 
can fill out a simple form to report various problems, 
from potholes to downed tree limbs. once you submit 
your service request you will receive a confirmation 
email from the Bureau of Street Services. the email will 
include a service request number allowing you to track 
the status of your request. You can also use the website to 
apply for a variety of City permits like tree pruning and 
curb painting. For more information about the Bureau 
of Street Service please visit their website at http://bss.
lacity.org.

Porter Ranch Chevron
 hoping to open by Nov. 1, the new family owned 
Porter ranch chevron at tampa and rinaldi, will be 
accepting full time employment applications soon. they 
will offer new services for the community, such a Beer 
Cave, fresh bakery items daily, diesel gas and fast efficient 
service. Grand opening in January 2015. 

The Valley Voice is published every 
last Tuesday of the Month.

Deadline for submission 
is the 15th of the month. 
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Four Loko Beverage
Cleveland High School

Students Fight
“Blackout in a Can”

By Haeeun Blessing Jee, Valley Voice Reporter

F our Loko is a beverage containing either 6 percent or 12 percent alcohol (depending 
on state regulations), and a large shot of caffeine, equivalent to the amount of 
caffeine in a tall Starbucks coffee. This combination makes the beverage deadlier 

than most other alcoholic drinks. Drinkers get drunk and high but because the caffeine 
shields the effects of the alcohol, they are unaware of their state and drink more to feel 
that intoxication “buzz” in the end.
 Not only is Four Loko under investigation because of health concerns, but 
Cleveland students are questioning the advertisement intentions and methods used by 
Phusion Project LLC, the company that produces Four Loko. 
 “Four Loko is marketing by the graphics that they use and the proximity that they 
sell their products. [Targeting] kids of color, [Four Loko will] use graffiti style labeling 
that is attractive to the youth. These products are sold heavily in populations of folks of 
color. You won’t find these products in Beverly Hills,” said Fluke Fluker, a co-founder of 
Village Nation. “And it’s cheap and it’s attractive for our kids to drink.” 
 Senior Desirae Duncan, co-president of BSU, added her own thoughts on this 
dilemma. “If you go to a store and you see a can with something you can relate to on 
it - the graffiti - you become interested in the product. The containers make alcohol even 
more attractive to the already enquiring young adults. 
 “Four Loko is like ‘alcohol for kids,’” she said. 

*    *    *
 An anonymous Cleveland junior believes that the flavor of Four Loko is what 
really makes teens prefer this beverage over other alcoholic drinks, like beer.
 “With Four Loko, it’s like drinking a juice! And you don’t taste the alcohol. The 
aftertaste is fruity – it’s awesome!” he exclaimed. “The thing is, you don’t feel drunk. 
What happens is, out of nowhere, it’ll just hit you, you’re [expletive] up, you’re done.”
 “You can drink half a can, you’ll feel a buzz. You finish that [one can and] you 
don’t even know you’re drunk. You’re just gone,” he said. 
 Assistant Principal Shanna Sarris said the speaking out Four Loko is a good idea.
 “I think any type of movement from the students’ perspective is always the best 
thing because students listen to students more than they necessarily listen to adults 
preaching to them about something,” she said. 
 But instead of limiting the target audience to people of color, she believes that it 
should be widened to include all socio-economically impoverished people.
 Dean Rolando Young also believes that saying Four Loko specifically focuses on 
people of color would be jumping to conclusions.
 “The way [Phusion Projects] markets their product is geared towards young 
people. You have to remember that Cleveland is like a mini-city. So whatever is going 
on outside, outside our walls, it’s happening here,” Young said.

*    *    *
 Would it be safe to say that Four Loko has increased teen alcohol consumption at 
Cleveland? The previously-stated anonymous junior claims that it has.
 “Definitely. Here at Cleveland? Especially,” he said. “I have friends that drink. The 
other day, this kid was [passed out] on the bench [after drinking Four Loko].”
 “This year, we have had a few incidents where kids came to school intoxicated. 
They did make us aware that they had drunk the Four Loko. However, they have also 
been helpful in letting us know that there are a lot of stores out there that are just selling 
it to minors, without carding them,” Sarris said. 
 The Land reflects what is going on across the country, the increasing consumption 
of drinks containing both caffeine and alcohol. 
 The state of Michigan has completely banned the sale and consumption of Four 
Loko in its state. Ramapo College in New Jersey, Central Washington University in 
Ellensburg, Washington, and the University of Rhode Island have banned Four Loko 
and other similar alcoholic beverages containing caffeine. Other colleges are quickly 
following suit as they realize the disaster Four Loko is causing on campuses, including 
students requiring hospitalization.
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Getting a Handle on DWP’s Budget 
and Transfer Fees: A No Brainer

YES ON BALLOT MEASURE J
By Jack Humphreville

A Yes Vote on Measure J is a no brainer.  It is what Corporate America has been doing for 
generations. So let’s welcome City Hall and our Department of Water and Power to the 
late Twentieth Century.

Here’s the ballot language on Measure J:  “Shall the Charter be amended to (a) 
require the Department of Water and Power for informational purposes to submit to the 
City Council by March 31 each year a preliminary budget for the ensuing fiscal year ( July 
1 through June 30), to be updated by May 31 with new information, and (b) establish 
procedures for making surplus transfers from the Power Revenue Fund to the City Reserve 
Fund?” 

Measure J, if passed, will require the DWP to submit its preliminary budget for the 
year beginning on July 1 to the City Council for informational purposes b y March 31, about 
three weeks prior to the release of City’s budget.  An update will be due on May 31.

Measure J, if passed, will also require that DWP Board of Commissioners notify the 
City Council and the Mayor of the status of the 8% Power Transfer Fee by December 31, 
and if the transfer cannot be made in full, to document why the 8% Power Transfer Fee 
cannot be made in full.

DWP and its Ratepayers are the largest single source of cash for the City’s General 
Fund.  The City Utility Tax and the not so transparent 8% Power Transfer Fee are projected 
to contribute $315 million (7.2%) and $257 million (5.9%) to the City’s General Fund, a 
total of $573 million (13.1%) of the General Fund’s revenues.

   *  *  *
 
However, there are two troubling issues with Measure J.

The first is that the ballot measure is not written in “Plain English” (as recommended 
by the Securities & Exchange Commission, Arthur Levitt, and Warren Buffett), so that 
the Ratepayers and voters are buried in legalistic, bureaucratic and charter mumbo jumbo 
which requires a special decoder ring.  It also allows our political elites to play word games 
when they want to change the rules.

The second issue is that Measure J does not reform DWP’s lax accounting policies 
that rely on the controversial standards developed by the Government Accounting 
Standards Board rather than the more rigorous standards that are applicable to publicly 
held companies like Southern California Edison and Pacific Gas & Electric. 

One major difference is that DWP would be required to carry its unfunded pension 
liability on its balance sheet.  This liability would also be determined by using the market 
values of the pension plan’s assets (not the actuarial value that allows “smoothing” and 
“market value corridors”) and an Investment Rate Assumption that is more consistent with 
reality.

In DWP’s case, the advertised liability of $1.6 billion would increase to $2.6 billion 
based on market values, and that liability would increase to over $3.5 billion based on a 
lower Investment Rate Assumption. This would imply a funded ratio of less than 65%. Any 
liability would also include the liabilities associated with post retirement medical benefits.

Of course, Measure J may be an academic exercise if the 8% Power Transfer Fee is 
determined to be subject to a popular vote pursuant to Proposition 26 that was adopted on 
November 2 by the California voters.  According to the Los Angeles Times, this matter is 
being studied by the City’s lawyers.  

In the meantime, Vote Yes on Measure J.                              - City Watch

Members questioned the District’s readiness for this change with supplies, 
maintenance, etc. and were also concerned about the difficulty parents 
would have making adjustments to childcare or changing vacation plans on 
such short notice.

To get the word out to many parents who were not aware of the 
calendar change, UTLA members handed out flyers to parents in January 
urging them to call the School Board if they were opposed to the Early 
Start calendar.

UTLA and LAUSD will now establish a working group to study the 
Early Start Calendar and its impact on instruction, with an eye towards 
implementation in 2012-13. A calendar committee will meet as soon as 
possible to determine the school start date for 2011-12.

LAUSD Postpones
Early Start Calendar

(Continued from page 1)

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by 
the 20th, for the following month. Send word document to 
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.

rachel reiter, 
Local Events Coordinator

DDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Introducing himself, he worked diligently to establish 
credibility laying out the longevity and security of the 
company explaining that the company was founded by his 
great grandfather. he opened his comments emphatically 
stating, “There is no fracking. We are not proposing fracking 
as part of this project. the proposed drilling does not pose a 
threat to groundwater and in fact the site is not located over 
a ground water basin. the project uses electric motors for 
the wells to eliminate air emissions.” Further, he clarified that 
this project is called the North Aliso canyon Project and has 
nothing to do with the Aliso canyon project or construction 
at the top of tampa that the Gas co is currently engaged in. 
 outlining the project details, combs emphasized their 
efforts to locate wells to minimize impacts. He confirmed that 
they were at the beginning of a long public process seeking 
approval for this project. he will be holding a number of 
meetings for the public beginning with an open house on 
September 9, 3-7pm at the Porter Valley country club. “We 
are confident that the more you know and understand about 
this project, the better you will be able to differentiate the 
facts from the hype.”
 PrNc Secretary eric Nam methodically posed 
each question submitted by the public to the elected 
representatives and Termo. People wanted to know how 
far away the drilling would be from the nearest residence. 
combs answered that Site 2 is 1.65 miles from the nearest 
residence located on Via urbino. With respect to the nature 
of the drilling, there were questions about horizontal and 
slant drilling. combs replied that these are to be vertical 
wells, “with a little kick”, not horizontal wells, that go 
down a mile and horizontally a mile.
 Speaking to a question on fracking, he confirmed that 
hydraulic fracking had taken place at two wells in 2007 and 
2011. however, their best performing well had no stimulation. 
He further clarified that if they wanted to do fracking, they 
would have to apply for that.

 On the subject of safety, Combs specified that the 
watch dog is DoGGr and that termo’s highest priority is 
the safety of their people and the community. they engineer 
safety into the system. they currently do have production 
tanks on site that are contained within cement, with leak 
detection below the tanks, and are visually inspected. 
 one questioner inquired how the project would affect 
his property value and would combs buy his house. combs 
did not expect the project, which would be out of sight and 
out of mind, to negatively impact property values. he in 
fact lives within a half mile of the Termo Seal Beach field.
 Stakeholders also wanted to know why the 
community would be incented to approve this project. 
Combs pointed out that the overall benefit is reduced 
reliance on foreign oil.
 During public comment, stakeholder Matt Pakucko 
countered that the requirements after termo gets going 
radically drop in terms of permit seeking and notification. 
Wells can be reworked into other things. He contended 
that on June 25 one of their other wells, which is a lot closer 
than the proposed project was approved for acidization. 
The required notification of 1,500 feet from the well head 
is not useful because, “there’s no one living up there and 
they don’t have to notify anybody.”
 Rosemary Jenkins spoke during public comment 
about health issues, wanting to know what Termo was 
going to do about it. Knowing the percentage of chemicals 
helps doctors to address patient needs. responding to a 
number of public comments, Combs said he was looking 
into it asked that people do contact the AQMD regarding 
health issues.
 In a gotcha moment, combs faced with a question 
about investing in the communities where they work. He 
admitted that while they have been operating in Porter 
ranch since 1989, that they have not yet invested in the 
community. 
 

(Continued from page 7)

Proposed Porter Ranch Drilling Project Explained
coPY GIrL

Briana N. Haghighi
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Fixing Our 
Streets a 

Stone-Age 
Mess
By Jack Humphreville

Just imagine the egg on the faces of the members of our 
city council if they had placed the $4.5 billion Street 
tax on the November ballot after controller ron 

Galperin released his “scathing” audit on the Bureau of 
Street Services, “LA Streets: road to the Future.” 
 No doubt our representatives on the city council 
and their cronies would have brushed off this report of 
massive mismanagement during the Villaraigosa reign 
as irrelevant, a complete fabrication, and ancient history.  
They would have also looked us straight in the eye when 
asking us to vote for this huge, but oh so necessary tax 
increase because there was no doubt that we could trust 
them to repair our streets and sidewalks and not divert 
any of the new found dough to pet projects and increases 
in salaries, pensions, and benefits. 
 Yeah, right.  And I have bridge for sale.  
 underlying the problems of the Bureau of Street 
Services is the city council’s decision to short change 
our streets, sidewalks, alleys, and curbs so that it could 
fund ill-conceived increases in salaries, pensions, and 
benefits that eventually exceeded the growth in tax 
revenues by over $500 million a year. As a result, the 
budget of the Bureau of Street Services was decimated 
and it was forced to slash its work force by 45%, from 
1,300 positions in 2007 to 700 positions in the current 
fiscal year. 
 the Bureau of Street Services has also been 
discredited by a recent expose by cBS2 Investigative 
reporter David Goldstein that revealed street repair 
crews goofing off on company time and falsifying their 
work logs. And now there are rumors that the highly 
touted Neighborhood Blitz street crews are dogging it, 
working only a half a day according to a sharp eyed 
Neighborhood council member in the Valley. 
 Furthermore, the 18 month process involving the 
$4.5 billion Street tax is now compromised as the city 
council, the city Administrative Officer, and the chief 
Legislative Officer relied on the Bureau of Street Services 
and the Department of Public Works for its supporting 
information.  
 Even if the findings of the Controller’s report are 
only half right, it is still damning indictment of city hall, 
the City Council, and the City’s misguided financial 
policies, its operating management, and its Stone 
Agemanagement information systems. 

  *  *  *
 Without doubt, the city will try to spin this 
management failure as an isolated case.  But we know 
that is not true, but standard operating procedure as 
we have seen too many snafus with other departments, 
including, but not limited to, Planning, transportation, 
Building and Safety, the Police and Fire Departments, 
and the Department of Water and Power.  
 Now is an opportune time for city hall to embrace 
a real “Back to Basics” program where it reviews all 
the city’s operating departments with an emphasis on 
management, management information systems, work 
processes, the decision making process (read how to 
limit meddling from the fifteen Councilmembers), and 
efficiency. 
 As part of this review, the city would be prudent 
to consider the thoughts of Mario cuomo, the former 
governor of New York, when he said, “It is not 
government’s obligation to provide services, but to see 
that they are provided.”    
 the city should also consider implementing 
“managed competition” where city departments and 
independentcontractors compete to deliver quality 
service at competitive prices, a practice that has been 
very successful in a number of large cities with strong 
union representation in the public sector.    
 Needless to say, the concept of outsourcing will not 
be popular with the campaign funding leadership of 
the city’s public unions.  But our elected elite need to 
understand that we are the customers and that the city 
works for us and not the other way around.  
“LA Streets: The Road to the Future” and Controller 
Galperin will no doubt be subject to considerable 
scrutiny. And rightfully so. But after only a year in office, 
Galperin has earned our trust and respect.  
 that is more than can be said for the city council.

OUR ELDERS
Our elders of today

are the walking history
of the past.

It is a pity some are
treated as outcasts by

the very society
 they have madefast.

Elders need to be
respected as topmast.

 
© Norman Molesko, 2014







September, 2014 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 12

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA, 21 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s 
Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed 
to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some 
restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2014 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: September 09, 2014. Expires: September 29, 2014.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture HomeStores require Sales Tax and Delivery charges to be paid at the time of purchase for finance terms greater than 24 months, on purchases made with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore 
credit card. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and 
payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.

THOUSANDS OF ROOM COMBINATIONS FOR ONE LOW PRICE!

Owingsville 

14 PIECE CASUAL 
DINING ROOM

CHOOSE FROM 

DIFFERENT 
DINNERWARE SETS!19

CHOOSE FROM 

DIFFERENT 
PLACEMATS!15

CHOOSE FROM 
DIFFERENT 
CASUAL  
DINING SETS!26

CHOOSE FROM 

DIFFERENT 
RUGS!27

Includes 60" rectangular table, 4 chairs, 4 placemats,  
4 dinnerware place settings and an area rug.

Mix 'n' match from the categories below to create your 
14 Piece Dining Room  
for ONE LOW PRICE OF

$54999

$54999

NOW OPEN!
LOS ANGELES

South of the 10, Exit 
Convention Center

1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015

BURBANK
East of the 5  

Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St

Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory

855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324

909-433-5303 
 
 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY 
Just East of 405 Fwy 

18060 Euclid St 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 

714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405,  

Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250

310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  

the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd

Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long  

Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd

Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

MONTCLAIR
Located South  

of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln

Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard Shopping Center

1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036

805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall

39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551

661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza

34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211

760-202-3052 
 

SANTA CLARITA 
In the previous  

Wickes Furniture building 
26520 Carl Boyer Dr 

Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
661-284-7200

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall

12703 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392

760-261-5386

WEST COVINA
Located in the  

Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050

West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

 

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91

22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:  
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

“Se Habla Español”

14PIECE
INCREDIBLE

ROOM PACKAGE EVENT!

HURRY IN! SALE 

ENDS MONDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 29TH  

AT 9PM!

#1 in California, 
#1 in America, 
21 Locations to 

Serve You!

24
24%

OFF‡

14 PIECE 
ROOM PACKAGES

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 24 MONTHS*

NO DOWN PAYMENT & NO MINIMUM PURCHASE
On Purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card made 09/09/2014 to 
09/29/2014. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 24 Months. Minimum Monthly Payments required. 

MONTHS
P
L
U
S


