FREE

Your Award-Winning Local Newspaper

Find Us 24 Hours a Day at:

Everywhere

www.evalleyvoice.com

Covering Porter Ranch, Northridge, Granada Hills, Chatsworth, and Valley Communities West of the San Diego Freeway
Volume 10, Number 9

September, 2015

Some Windfall!

Customers Settle Billing
Suit - DWP Refunds to
be About $10!!!

C

ity officials have agreed to pay $44 million to settle
a class-action lawsuit accusing the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power of over-billing
thousands of its customers for water, electricity and
other utility services, attorneys announced.
LADWP customers will not have to file any claims to receive
refunds, which will be paid out automatically. Customers would
need to apply to get reimbursed for any additional costs related
to dealing with the overbilling problems, authorities said.
“Families and small businesses have enough financial
stress,” said attorney Jack Landskroner, who helped negotiate
the settlement deal for LADWP customers. “We set out to
make sure every customer would be made whole. Under
this settlement agreement, every single customer who was
overcharged will have their money returned.”
DWP officials said the average rebate for customers would
be relatively small, around $10.
LADWP’s $181 million overhaul of its 40-yearold customer billing system - handled by consultant
PricewaterhouseCoopers and rolled out in 2013 – was marred
by numerous inaccurate or missing bills, the attorneys said.
LADWP’s phone lines were swamped with calls
complaining of the errors, leading to hold times on the utility’s
customer service phone lines that often lasted up to an hour.
The settlement also requires that an independent audit be done
on the accounts of the LADWP’s 1.6 million customers. The utility
also needs to pay for a $20 million “comprehensive overhaul” of its
billing system and put in new rules in place for billing customers.
A third party will monitor whether LADWP fully
complies with the settlement terms over the next 18 months.
Landskroner
was
involved
in
investigating
PricewaterhouseCoopers in 2009 for its handling of the
Cleveland Water Department’s billing system overhaul, which
also experienced problems.
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer sued
PricewaterhouseCoopers in March, accusing the accounting
firm of misrepresenting its ability to implement the new
billing system for LADWP. If the city prevails in the lawsuit,
it may be able to recover the $44 million in settlement costs,
according to attorneys who brought the class-action lawsuit.
PricewaterhouseCoopers’ attorney Daniel J. Thomasch
earlier this year called the city’s lawsuit “meritless,”
contending it was a “transparent attempt by the DWP to shift
blame away” from the utility.
LADWP General Manager Marcie Edwards said the city is
“continuing our legal action to seek recovery of all costs associated
with the proposed settlement as part of ongoing litigation against
Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PWC), the firm hired to perform
the system integration and replacement of LADWP’s customer
information and billing system.”
“The settlement makes clear specific areas where PWC failed
to provide key functionality or made critical errors that
resulted in overcharges or the inability to quickly refund
customer credit balances,” she said.

Architect rendering only. Photos by Shappel Liberty

Shapell To Reveal
The Village At Porter Ranch
By Wendy Moore for the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

S

hapell Liberty Investment Properties will present its new plan for retail on the corner of Porter
Ranch Drive and Rinaldi across the street from Toys R Us at the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council
meeting on Wednesday, September 2, 6pm at the Porter Ranch Community School. But this is not the
first plan presented in recent history.
The earliest plan presented to the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council was in fall of 2005. It included
plans for the entire space between Porter Ranch Drive and Mason. The western two thirds was to be
residential with two story condos along Rinaldi, three and four story townhomes in the middle, and four
story condos up against the hill. The part adjacent to Porter Ranch Drive was to have a 19 acre shopping
village with a circular parking lot.
With the 2008 financial crisis, that plan was put on hold. A reimagined project was presented to the Porter
Ranch Neighborhood Council May 2010. This plan called for a walkable village, dubbed Aldea. The residential
was again planned to be adjacent to Mason with two and three story units 1,350-1,950 in square feet. At that
time construction had already begun on some of the planned 500 residential units. The residential was to be
interwoven with the retail to promote walking and a healthy lifestyle.
At that time the design called for a small theater, better restaurants, and a civic plaza. No tenants had been
signed. Porter Ranch stakeholders were excited about the plan, but concerned about the sufficiency of parking.
The plan called for 1,100 full sized car spaces.
Since then, Shapell sold its homebuilding operations to Toll Brothers in early 2014. As part of that
transaction, the lot between Mason and Porter Ranch Drive was divided in half, such that Toll could develop
the Mason half for residential and Shapell the Porter Ranch Drive half for retail, the Village at Porter Ranch.
Now inquiring minds want to know how the eastern half will be configured for retail, whether it will
integrate with the residential part for walkability, who the tenants will be and when it will all come to pass.
Come get the straight scoop on September, 2, 6pm. Find out more: www.PRNC.org.

New Advertisers

BRAD SHERMAN - Congressman's
Town Hall Meeting, page 3
●●●

ELITE VOLLEYBALL CLUB - page 4
●●●

PORTER RANCH Neighborhood
Council and SHAPELL LIBERTY
announcing new commercial VILLAGE
- page 6.
●●●

WHEEL FUN RENTALS at
Lake Balboa - page 8
Architect rendering only.

Grow up big & strong?
We can help with that.

You want your child to be happy & healthy.
Keeping them that way can be challenging sometimes and it’s hard
to see your child not feeling well. So when home remedies or
over-the-counter medications aren’t enough, look to Facey Medical
Group. Our pediatricians have been helping Southern California
families bounce back from seasonal bugs and sports injuries for
decades. We’re even open late during the week, just in case.

Learn more about choosing
a Facey Medical Group doctor
by calling us toll-free at:

1-844-MY-FACEY

We’re here when your child needs personal attention to help them
feel better. It’s how we care.

PORTER RANCH

19950 Rinaldi St • Porter Ranch, CA 9132
(818) 403-2400

Jong Charles Lee, M.D.
Internal Medicine &
Pediatric Medicine

Ali Goharbin, M.D.
Family Medicine

Elise Kwon, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Bhavana Arora, M.D.
Pediatrics

David Chien, M.D.
Pediatrics

Tanya Collins, M.D.
Pediatrics

Richard Landers, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Michael Nelson, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Alaleh Sareh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

PROUDLY SERVING NINE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMUNITIES
BURBANK • CANYON COUNTRY • COPPER HILL • MISSION HILLS • NORTHRIDGE
PORTER RANCH • SIMI VALLEY • TARZANA • VALENCIA

W W W. FA C E Y. C O M

1-844-MY-FACEY

@FACEYMEDICAL

Facey Medical Group doesn’t sell health insurance but choosing a Facey doctor for your care is easy. We accept most HMO, PPO, Medicare and Medicare Advantage health plans.
Ask your insurance company how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently contract with, visit our website at facey.com/insurance or call 1-844-MY-FACEY.
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City Taxpayers Get
Shaft! Win Lawsuit,
to Get “Pennies”
By Jack Humphreville

L

ast month, Superior Court Judge Amy Hogue granted her preliminary approval
of the settlement of a class action lawsuit (Ardon v. City of Los Angeles) alleging
that the City illegally collected an estimated $750 million from the 10% Telephone
Users Tax for 29 months beginning in October of 2005. With interest, the total liability
would exceed $1 billion.
Under the terms of the settlement, the City capped its liability at $92.5 million.  
This will fund not only payments to the taxpayers, but attorney fees of up to $18.5 million (equal to 20% of the settlement) and administrative expenses that are estimated to
be in the range of $3 million.
Judge Hogue’s preliminary approval of the settlement assumes that it’s “fair,
adequate, and reasonable.” But that is not the case as this settlement agreement short
changes the taxpayers, is a reward for bad behavior for the City, and a bonanza for the
lawyers.
The Judge stated that the $92.5 million settlement represented 31% of the $300
million potential estimated by the City. But after attorney fees and administrative expenses of over $21 million, the remaining $71 million represents less than 25% of the
potential liability of $300 million.
Based on the assumptions outlined in the settlement agreement, the likely payout
to taxpayers will be in the range of $25 million, or about 8% of the potential liability of
$300 million.  
This assumes that the claims rate by the 1.6 million residents of Los Angeles and
the 569,000 businesses will be in the range of 20% to 30% and that the Standard Refund will be $30 for residential customers and $50 for business and mobile customers.  
			
*		
*		
*
As an alternative, residents and businesses can request a full refund if they present copies of their telephone bill. But who keeps their telephone bills for nine years.
Under this scenario, attorney fees of $18.5 million represent an outrageous 74%
of the expected payout of $25 million to taxpayers.  
The legal fees are even more egregious when you consider that taxpayers’ $25
million payoff is a mere 2.5% of the $1 billion of the total liability.
This settlement agreement was not negotiated on an arm’s length basis, but rather
cooked up behind closed doors, without any input from the taxpayers or Neighborhood
Councils, by our self-serving elected officials who could care less about us, the people
paying the bills, and a gaggle of class action lawyers whose primary interest is a big fat
pay day at our expense.  
This less than transparent settlement agreement is not “fair, adequate, or reasonable.” In a word, it stinks. It is just another example of how the less than transparent
Herb Wesson and Eric Garcetti hold us in contempt when it comes to our wallets.
Judge Hogue should reject this settlement and instruct an independent expert to

determine the facts, including the amount of the tax that was illegally collected, the
potential liability (including interest), and the circumstances and delays creating this
liability. The expert would take into consideration input from the taxpayers and the
report would be made public on a timely basis.  
The expert should also consider the feasibility of determining the amounts owed
to individual taxpayers and businesses by working with the telephone companies and
mobile operators and develop alternative solutions to allocate the distribution of
funds to the taxpayers or to trusts that benefit the taxpayers.
At the same time, the City Council needs to hold open and transparent public
hearings on this matter, but only after the media and the public have had adequate
time to review, analyze, and consider the written analysis of the City Administrative
Officer.
In February of 2008, 66% of the voters approved the 9% Communication Users
Tax in a special election that cost the City over $5 million.  It replaced the illegal 10%
Telephone Users Tax. This measure was placed on the ballot by Mayor Villaraigosa
and  Eric Garcetti after much delay.  
A shout out to Emily Alpert Reyes of our Los Angeles Times for her timely
exposure of this settlement agreement in her August 12, 2015 article, LA taxpayers,
lawyers could share up to $92.5-million city telephone tax settlement.
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch. He is the President of
the DWP Advocacy Committee and a member of the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council. Humphreville is the publisher of the Recycler Classifieds -- www.recycler.
com. He can be reached at:  lajack@gmail.com)
		
-CityWatch

Congressman BRAD SHERMAN
TOWN HALL MEETING

My constituent service staff will also be available
to help you deal with any problem you are having
with any federal agency.
The event, refreshments, and parking are free,
so I hope to see you on Sunday, September 20th.

Sunday, September 20
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Birmingham High School
17000 Haynes Street
Lake Balboa
Haynes Street
Victory Blvd.

The 101 Freeway

Balboa Blvd.

Town hall meetings are an excellent opportunity
for me to listen to what’s on the mind of Valley
residents and to respond to questions. On
September 20th, we will discuss the economy,
U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East, Social
Security, Medicare, the budget, the deficit,
immigration, and all the issues facing Congress.

– Congressman Brad Sherman

Contact my office for more information:
5000 Van Nuys Blvd., Suite 420, Sherman Oaks, CA
tel: (818) 501-9200 • fax: (818) 501-1554
E-mail: Brad.Sherman@mail.house.gov • Website: www.BradSherman.house.gov
September, 2015
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GOLD MEDAL WINNERS

JCC Maccabi Games - Dallas, Texas - August 2-7, 2015
14 U Baseball Final Score:
Los Angeles, 6 – Atlanta, 5 in Three Extra Innings

Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council
Works With Caltrans
to Clean Up 118

B

Photo by Marlene Widawer

FRONT ROW (left to right): Adam Garren #7, Alex Wagner #32, Sam Koeppel #33,
Max Widawer #6, Cary Lucas #27. BACK ROW (left to right): Coach Joey Agiert, Jonathan
Zvi #23, Jake Grossman #13, Kole Kodimer #3, Ethan Staller #2, Jaden Pressman #19,
Cheney Berens #21, Joshua Reiter #12, Coach Randy Michel and Coach Peter Waxler.
Players were from Calabasas, West Hills, Porter Ranch, Woodland Hills,
Encino, Tarzana and Hidden Hills.

Elite Volleyball Club
2012 AAU Gold Medalists
USAV Qualifier Silver & Bronze medalists

Elite
Volleyball
Club
We make volleyball fun and productive! with a fundamental learning system
2012 AAU Gold Medalists
thatUSAV
allowsQualifier
all levels of Silver
players to
and improve
quickly.
& learn
Bronze
medalists

We the
make
volleyball
fun and
productive!
with a fundamental
learning
For
month
of August
only,we
will be offering
FREE skills clinics,
sosystem
that all
that allows
all levels
of players
improve
interested
players
can come
in andtoseelearn
whatand
makes
ELITEquickly.
training
so special at no cost!

For the month of August only,we will be offering FREE skills clinics, so that all
interested players can come in and see what makes ELITE training
High School Age playersso special at noMiddle
cost! School Age and younger

Sundays 6-7:30pm

Mondays 5:30pm-7 pm

High School Age players
Middle School Age and younger
Sundays 6-7:30pmPlease visit our website
Mondays 5:30pm-7 pm

for signup information and full details!
Please visit our website
for signupWWW.ELITEVBC.COM
information and full details!
or contact
us at 818-325-6151
WWW.ELITEVBC.COM
or contact us at 818-325-6151

Upcoming Rec League Sign Ups
Upcoming Rec League Sign Ups
Local
Rec League pricing with club level instruction
Local Rec League pricing with club level instruction
$130
$130 for
for 2
2 practice
practice days
days and
and 11 game
game day
day for
for 66 weeks!
weeks!
We want to make sure players get off to the right
start in
in the
the sport,
sport, our
our top
top coaches
coaches and
and players
players will
will
start
be coaching all rec league teams!
be
coaching all rec league teams!
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By Wendy Moore for the PRNC

ark beetle infested trees are a significant concern of
the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council. The Council
addressed the tree issue last summer when we heard
a presentation by Caltrans Deputy District Director of
Maintenance, Deborah Wong on her plan to remove infested
trees along the 118 freeway in Porter Ranch. The plan included
replacing the trees with drought tolerant trees to restore our
roadside woodlands and to replace a broken irrigation line.
We followed up with Ms. Wong for an update on the
project. She reports that about 75% of the trees have been
removed, and more are slated for removal. In light of the
drought and the Governor’s water reduction mandate,
Caltrans has suspended all new plantings, since plant
establishment requires frequent watering. Planting efforts
will likely resume when the Governor lifts the ban.
The irrigation project is moving forward and the work
has been awarded. In fact, due to the drought and extensive
leaky pipes, Caltrans is pursuing replacing all irrigation over
15 years of age in the Los Angeles and Ventura County areas
with new systems in an emergency project. The new systems
will include state of the art sensors that take into consideration
the types of plantings, dew levels, and whether the plants are
getting established or are established to determine the amount
of watering to be done. Of course if it is raining, they will turn
off on their own. Porter Ranch will be part of these overall
replacement projects as our system is over 15 years old. Our
part of the project should start this fall once the contractor
has been checked out for bonding, licensing, and other city
requirements.
Wong also reports that dead brush has been removed
along the freeway and mulching is a way to keep the dry
slopes from eroding and maintain moisture in the soil.
Further, Caltrans has a mandate to mitigate debris and
pollution entering storm water runoff and the mulch
complies with that effort.
In related news, PRNC Board Member Alex Kim has
been working on requesting cleanup of trash along the 118
freeway and off ramps. He took a field trip to inspect the
off ramps in our area with Victoria Saldivar of DOT. Mr.
Kim characterizes the ramp landscaping as reminiscent of
a third world country. Ms. Saldivar reports that her crews
have been focused on brush removal in the mainline road
area and have not been able to tend to the ramps recently.
She has worked out a schedule for September, available
at www.PRNC.org, when crews will be on hand to remove
trash, clear dead brush, and trim existing shrubs.
At our September 2 meeting, Shapell will present its
updated plans for retail at the corner of Porter Ranch
Drive and Rinaldi, across the street from Toys R Us. Plan
to join us at 6pm at the Porter Ranch Community School
Multipurpose Room. Find out more at www.PRNC.org.

Council Committee Backs
Agreement with U.S.
Olympic Committee

A

City Council committee threw its support behind an
effort to bring the 2024 Summer Olympic Games to
Los Angeles.
The City Council’s Ad Hoc Committee on the 2024
Summer Olympics approved an agreement that would show
the United States Olympics Committee that the city of Los
Angeles is committed to pursuing a bid to host the Games. The
full council was expected to sign off on the deal, as the Valley
Voice went to press.
The “joinder” agreement was requested by the United
States Olympics Committee, which has until Sept.15 to
submit a proposed U.S. bid city to the International Olympics
Committee.
Los Angeles initially lost the opportunity to bid to Boston,
but regained it after the East Coast city backed out over
concerns about city financial liability.
Supporters of the Los Angeles bid have said they are not
concerned by potential cost overruns, saying that unlike other
cities, Los Angeles already has many of the needed sporting
venues in place.
The Olympic Village would be next to the Los Angeles
River in Lincoln Heights - in a Union Pacific rail yard known
as the “Piggyback Yard” – and calls for track-and-field and the
opening and closing ceremonies to be held at a renovated Los
Angeles Memorial Coliseum.
The bid also designates sports venue clusters in
downtown Los Angeles, Hollywood, the San Fernando
Valley, coastal areas like Santa Monica, the area around
UCLA and the South Bay.
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The "Rest" is
Not History
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford Shepherd of the Hills

S

ummer is a refreshing season in which most of us relax and take a break from the
stresses of work and/or school, even if only for a short time as with a brief trip or fleeting
vacation. With September and the new school year upon us, that time of repose seems
to have passed by all too quickly. However, it is in the face of impending busyness that I want
to encourage you all the more to remember to spend one day a week to rest.
I am sure most of you are thinking, “That’s easier said than done, pastor,” because it
seems that the two words that best summarize the lives of Americans today are hurry and
worry. Busyness is the hallmark of the American people. We are driven—driven to succeed,
work, and play.
There is no denying the obvious need to work. It is work that enables us to live, achieve,
and provide for our needs and the needs of our loved ones. Work also enables us to earn
so that we might give to others. (I truly believe that God blesses us so we can, in turn, bless
those less fortunate than ourselves, in addition to our families.) Furthermore, work enables
us to have a sense of well-being, because there’s something fulfilling about putting in “a good
day’s work,” isn’t there? In fact, God purposed for us to work six out of seven days of the
week, which He modeled when He created the universe.  
After God had created all the brilliant things in the heavens and all the wondrous
things here on Earth in six days, He rested on the seventh day.  Why?  It wasn’t that the
Lord was tired or that He ran out of creative things to speak into existence.  It was because
He wanted to set an example for His children when He commands that we rest on the

Where effortless

Luxury
Way
Life
is a

Sabbath Day.   (Exodus 20:8-11)  The word Sabbath means to rest.
There is a law of balance between work and rest that God placed within us,
and when you continue at a break-neck pace and refuse to rest, you’re doing more
harm than good. The damage is immeasurable. It can wear out our emotions, even causing
nervous breakdowns, stress, high blood pressure, heart attacks, strokes, depression, insomnia, and
the list goes on. In God’s wisdom, He planned for us to take one day to rest, relax, rejuvenate, and
recuperate. By doing so, your body—not to mention your life—will be more efficient. It’s the way
God created us!  
Furthermore, God knew of our propensity to fill our lives with so many “things” that
we end up with no room left for what is truly important in life. In the process of striving for
success, in the pursuit of the “American dream,” we sometimes lose perspective and sacrifice
our relationships as well as our emotional and physical well being. The list of consequences
continues: distant or runaway spouses, children who are wayward because mom and dad are
rarely there, midlife crises, etc.
More detrimental is the potential neglect of our spiritual well being. In the process of
maintaining our fast-paced lifestyles, we lose touch with the very God who created us and planned
the very purpose of our lives. Only we’re too busy to notice. We have our work and our play—
golfing, shopping, boating, family outings, yard work, soccer practice, and other activities. Then we
dismiss the part of the Sabbath designed to help us worship and reconnect with our Creator, which
is attending church, by saying, “It’s the only day I have to sleep in.”  Like a child who does not want
to succumb to a nap, we resist what we need most: to take a
day to rest and remember God.
Despite our desperate need for it in the present, observing
the Sabbath seems a forgotten part of history. Feeling worn
out or unsatisfied from chasing what appears to be an illusive
dream? Answer Jesus’ invitation today: “Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:29
Dudley Rutherford is the senior pastor of the
10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch (Los
Angeles), California. You can connect with Dudley online at
www.WallsFallDownBook.com or on Twitter @pastordudley,
Facebook, or Instagram.
Edited by Rhona Cue.
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LA Observed

Garcetti Gets a C
from LA Times
I
By Kevin Roderick

T

he spectacular estates of Porter Ranch overlook sweeping mountain vistas and breathtaking city lights, creating an awe-inspiring
backdrop for modern life. All this, yet you’re just minutes from the studios, and a short drive to Beverly Hills and Downtown LA. Priced
from the $900’s, Porter Ranch is where Los Angeles living reaches new heights. Call 844-790-5263 or visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com

LA’s New Prestige Address

Design trends, tips,
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com

September, 2015

Open daily from 11-6. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers
welcome. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not
an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770
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n its exercise to grade local politicians, the Los Angeles
Times editorial board gives Mayor Eric Garcetti credit
for being an eloquent spokesman for a vision of LA
“as a more livable, transit-oriented, environmentally and
technologically friendly city, served by a more efficient,
customer-oriented government.” But what has he done to
achieve it? “So far, not much.”
His inclination to avoid tough or controversial
decisions is undermining his ability to address the very
serious problems facing the city.
The editors give Garcetti a C for his reticence to
take positions on difficult issues, his silence on education
and a litany of other perceived shortfalls, and they write
that they feared he might go this way. From the report
card:
Two years ago, when The Times endorsed Eric Garcetti
for mayor, we described him as the candidate with the most
potential to lead Los Angeles into a more sustainable and
confident future. But we had concerns too: Garcetti should
not confuse constructive compromise with the path of least
resistance. He should not try to be “all things to all people.”
We worried that he was “hard to pin down” and called him
“a bit of a Zelig.”
Today, unfortunately, our concerns are becoming
reality….
In the end, he chose to surround himself with political
allies rather than nationally recognized experts, hiring his
longtime council staffer for the deputy mayor position and
putting former Councilwoman Jan Perry in charge of the
Economic and Workforce Development Department. Two
years later, unsurprisingly, the mayor has yet to articulate
a comprehensive job creation strategy.
Also this: “Too often, Garcetti is unwilling to speak
out unless he knows it will be good for him politically.”
To recap: The Times gave Council President Herb
Wesson a C+, City Attorney Mike Feuer a B+ and
Controller Ron Galperin a B-.
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Stop Ignoring the Facts … LA Needs
to Host the 2024 Olympics
By Brady Westwater

W

CityWatch LA

How LA Can
Afford the
Olympics

L

By Jack Humphreville

hile most other cities have had deficits, the Los Angeles games in 1984 had an almost quarter billion dollar
SURPLUS and the last Olympics - London 2012 - despite costing a staggering 14.6 billion dollars due to all the
facilities and new security requirements - still had a net profit of 52 million dollars.
London’s surplus was due to the dramatic increase in revenues from higher ticket prices, far higher international
media rights and private sponsorships.
Some studies have shown that many high cost sports facility projects may not create economic development you left out the only long term study that has been done on the Olympic Games which is in PricewaterhouseCoopers
European Economic Outlook June 2004.
It showed the LA Games having a 2.3 billion dollar - using 1984 dollars - total economic impact and that
it created 73,000 jobs – even without a major facility construction program. It also brought in 600,000 tourists.
But I think the biggest reason to have the Olympics here is to be able to promote Los Angeles as still being a major
city and a major tourist attraction. This is critically necessary because Los Angeles is rapidly falling behind many other
cities in the US – and dozens of cities throughout the world – in every single type of economic development – from
tourism to entertainment – two of our major industries.
				
*				
*		
*
And in the latest survey of the top 83 financial cities in the world – Los Angeles didn’t even make the list. That is
how far our city has fallen in the past 20 years – and the rate of our decline is now increasing.
In the past two to three years we have lost our last major bank, the headquarters of our last major oil companies
and over a dozen other major headquarters at the same time exactly - zero - major companies have moved their
headquarters to Los Angeles.
We also are continuing to lose entertainment jobs to New York and tech company headquarters to San Francisco
and the Silicon Valley and tech jobs to Texas and other lower cost states. And then – adding to all that - the expansion
of the Panama Canal will soon have a devastating impact on both of our ports.
So – yes – we do desperately need to brand our city as still being capable of hosting international events and we
more than ever need to reinforce our appeal as a tourist destination. Because as more and more businesses leave LA –
tourism may soon be our last major industry.

os Angeles, the Entertainment Capital of the World, is
the ideal location to host the 2024 Summer Olympics.
We have a proven track record, having hosted
two of the most successful games, including the 1984
games that rescued the Olympics after the 1976
financial fiasco in Montreal.  
(Brady Westwater is a writer and president of Westwater Films and Media.)
		
- CityWatch
We have established, low cost venues, including the
iconic Coliseum, the Rose Bowl, Staples, USC, UCLA, and
Stub Hub Center.   
We also have more than 20 million Southern
Californians, who, unlike those “sensible” Yankees in
Beantown who refused to fund a projected $10 billion
shortfall, support bringing the Olympics back to LA.  
And as we all know, LA is the world’s undisputed
SHAPELL LIBERTY
leader in Showtime.  
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
How do Mayor Eric Garcetti and the City of Los Angeles
present a “fiscally responsible” bid that indemnifies the
United States Olympic Committee against any losses
and, at the same time, does not expose our City’s fragile
finances to a massive loss?    
Garcetti and his acolytes will develop financial
projections that demonstrate that our City is not at risk.
They may even conclude that the 2024 Olympics will be
profitable.  And this does not include all the “mutual
benefits” that accompany the Games.   This, however,
is of little comfort as Olympic supporters have been
known to overstate the benefits and understate the costs
of hosting the Games.  
WHAT: Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council Meeting
Should we trust Garcetti and the Herb Wesson led
City Council – most of whom will be long gone when the
WHEN: Wednesday, September 2, 6:00 PM
bill comes due - when we know that our dysfunctional
City Hall does not have the financial resources, the
WHERE: Porter Ranch Community School, Multipurpose Room
management capabilities, or the organizational structure
ADDRESS: 12450 N Mason Ave, Porter Ranch
to pull off a successful Olympics?  

The PRNC and Shapell Liberty Investment Properties
invite you to a meeting to preview
The Village at Porter Ranch

				
*		
*		
*
To verify the City’s projections, estimated by Garcetti
to be in the range of $4.5 billion, we need the County of
Los Angeles and the State of California, both big time
beneficiaries of the Olympics, to partner with the City
to limit its financial risk.  This would require the City to
convince the County and State that its plans and their
underlying assumptions are reasonable.   
City Hall should not be involved in the operations of
the Olympics. Rather, this task should be delegated to the
private sector, much like in 1984 when Peter Ueberroth
and his management team ran the show. The City would
be wise to retain a private sector operator that has the
management and financial resources to guarantee the on
time and on budget delivery of the Olympics. While this
may require a substantial insurance premium, it would
dramatically lower the City’s financial exposure.  
The Olympics will need the cooperation of organized
labor which will need to agree not to strike Olympic related
projects for a period of at least three years in advance of
the Games.
The City must also agree not to meddle or interfere in the
operations of the Olympics. This would include requiring
the Olympics to pay for unrelated expenses such as the
repair of our streets, mass transit projects, or affordable
housing.  These extras would be on the City’s dime.
LA will be an excellent host for the 2024 Summer
Olympics.  This 17 day extravaganza will be a great party,
uniting our diverse population and showcasing our world
class City and all that Southern California has to offer.
But we cannot tolerate a multiyear financial hangover.  
That is why the City needs to off load the financial risk
by partnering with the County and the State, retaining an
experienced partner to guarantee that the Games will be
on time and on budget, requiring no strike commitments
from labor, and keeping the City Hall know-it-alls from
meddling.
One other minor detail: no free tickets for City Hall.
September, 2015

With Special Guest

Councilmember Mitch Englander

118 Freeway

PROPERTY MAP

For more information visit www.prnc.org,
or call 818 217-0279

The Porter Ranch Neighborhood
Council will dedicate its September
meeting to discuss the future
commercial development in Porter
Ranch.
Representatives of Shapell Liberty
Investment Properties will give a
presentation of the project and will
answer your questions. We hope you
can make it!
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Don’t Go to Law School

S

By Susan Estrich

eriously. Don’t go to law school unless you actually want to be a lawyer. Sure, “thinking like a lawyer” —
that is, analytically — is useful, but probably not as useful as spending three years actually doing or studying
what you are interested in, not to mention the $200,000 in debt you’ll probably owe, more or less making
your only option to practice law, since no one will pay you nearly as much to do anything else. If you get a top job,
that is, which most law graduates don’t.
“Top jobs,” as they are thought about in today’s legal culture, are generally the top paying ones, which is to say
working in “Big Law” (full disclosure: in addition to being a professor, I am a partner in one of the top “Big Law”
firms in the world) where it’s a very long journey from junior associate to senior partner, and one few manage to
make. The most prestigious jobs in law — being a judge on the state or federal bench — tend to pay less than we
pay our new associates. It makes no sense.
But even if you go Big Law, you’ll likely make less than your pals who go the finance route, and aren’t billing
by the hours worked. Law just isn’t a very good way to get rich, unless you were a charter member of the team
that took on tobacco, or you spend all of your time doing “bad baby” cases, which takes a kind of John Edwards
capacity to compartmentalize (I think Edwards was the only presidential candidate to have a baby with a mistress
while running and while his wife of forever was dying of cancer) and make your fortune off the worst tragedies. To
each his own. Everybody needs a lawyer, but they don’t necessarily need you.
						
*		
*		
*
Some people love practicing law. It can be a wonderful life — if you don’t get caught by golden handcuffs before
you’ve really decided what you want to do, or know what you want to do and simply can’t find a job doing it.
But if you want to practice law, no matter what, do not go to an unaccredited law school. I’m going to anger
some people in my home state for saying this, but California is allowing shysters and fly-by-night operators to
lure vulnerable folks who don’t know better with the promise that they can be “lawyers” in just four short years.
Or at least that’s what the matchbook says. I call them matchbook law schools, although technically they are
unaccredited law schools, and they suck up money and produce almost no lawyers.
Check out the detailed analysis in the Los Angeles Times of California’s unaccredited schools, where 9 out of
10 students drop out, and 80 percent of those who don’t drop out — who go for four years to real or virtual classes
— never become lawyers.
COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM

How Do You Know
What's Right and Wrong?
Left-Right Differences
(Continued)
By Dennis Prager

H

ow can we determine what is morally right? The
answer to this question — the most important
question human beings need to answer — is a
major difference between Left and Right.
For conservatives, the answer is, and has always
been, that there are moral truths — objective moral
standards — to which every person is accountable. In
America, this has meant accountability to the Creator,
the G0D of the Bible, and to Judeo-Christian values.
For the Left, the answer has always been — meaning
since Karl Marx, the father of Leftism — that there is no
transcendent source of morality. On the contrary, as Marx
wrote, “Man is G0D,” and therefore each human being is
the author of his or her own moral standards.
There are, of course, both religious leftists and secular
conservatives, but the secular-religious difference explains
many of the fundamental differences between Right and
Left.
As a rule, leftists fear and have contempt for people
who base their values on a transcendent source such as religion and the Bible. Such people, in the Left’s view, “can’t
think for themselves — they need a G0D and a religion to
tell them what’s right and wrong.” Leftists contrast these
conservatives with themselves, people who think issues
through and do not need G0D or religion.
		

*		

*		

*

But if there is no G0D and religion, there are no moral
truths, only moral opinions. Without G0D and religion,
good and evil, right and wrong, don’t objectively exist.
They are subjective terms that just mean “I like” or “I
don’t like.”
Therefore, no matter how much one thinks things
through, without G0D and religion — specifically, the
G0D of and the religions based on the Bible — the individual’s conclusions about what is right or wrong can only
be opinions about what is right or wrong. Without G0D
and religion, morally speaking, there is no fixed North or
fixed South. The needle points wherever the owner of the
compass thinks it ought to point.
You don’t have to take my word for it. Recently, in
The New York Times, a professor of philosophy wrote
about this complete absence of moral truth among younger Americans:
“What would you say if you found out that our public
schools were teaching children that it is not true that it’s
wrong to kill people for fun or cheat on tests? Would you
be surprised?” I was.
“The overwhelming majority of college freshmen in
their classrooms view moral claims as mere opinions that
are not true or are true only relative to a culture.”
“Our public schools teach ... there are no moral facts.
And if there are no moral facts, then there are no moral
truths.”
“It should not be a surprise that there is rampant
cheating on college campuses: If we’ve taught our students
for 12 years that there is no fact of the matter as to whether
cheating is wrong, we can’t very well blame them for doing
so later on.”
Many liberal parents and teachers do not tell their
children what is right and wrong. Rather, they ask their
children and students, “How do you feel about it?”
		

*		

*		

*

In fact, feelings often supplant reason, not just moral
truths. On the Left, feelings for the poor, for selected minorities, for the downtrodden, gays, women, Muslims and others are frequently all that is necessary to formulate policy.
As much as one may — and should — feel about
historic injustices committed against black Americans,
the conservative will not eliminate standards. Therefore,
conservatives oppose lowering admissions standards at
academic institutions for black students; liberal compassion is for it.
Conservatives generally oppose changing the marital
standard of one man-one woman; liberals’ compassion for
gays supports it. Indeed, given the supplanting of standards with feelings, liberals will find it difficult to oppose
polygamy. If love between people is the criterion for marriage, two people who love a third person should not be
denied the right to marry that person.
Conservatives’ commitment to a standard of true and
false means identifying terrorists as Islamic; liberals feel
for the many good Muslims in the world and therefore often refuse to identify Islamic terror by name.
(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based
in Los Angeles.)
© 2015 Creators Syndicate
September, 2015
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Rent Some Fun!

Wheel Fun Rentals at Lake Balboa
6300 Balboa Blvd. Van Nuys, CA. 91316

The Iran Deal Betrays America

A

By Phyllis Schlafly

s Americans learn the dangerous details of President Obama’s deal with Iran,
Republican leaders should admit their mistake in passing Sen. Bob Corker’s,
R-Tenn., bill that reversed the process for treaty ratification. Instead of a treaty
requiring approval from two-thirds of the Senate, the Corker bill allows the Iran deal to
be disapproved by a simple majority in both houses — subject to a certain presidential
veto, which requires two-thirds of both houses to override.
Under the Corker procedure, Obama can make a nuclear arms treaty involving Iran
with the concurrence of just one-third of each house of Congress, instead of two-thirds
of senators as the Constitution specifies. As Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., said when he voted
against the Corker bill, “A nuclear-arms agreement with any adversary — especially the
terror-sponsoring Islamist Iranian regime — should be submitted as a treaty and obtain a
two-thirds majority vote in the Senate as required by the Constitution.”
To quote Ronald Reagan’s famous 1980 debate line, “There you go again.” Obama has
littered the floor with torn shreds of the U.S. Constitution in so many areas, but Republican
leaders keep letting him get by with it.
The power to make treaties is one of the most important powers of a sovereign
government, and the U.S. Constitution is very specific about who can exercise that power. As
clearly set forth in Article 2, Section 2, treaties may be made by the president only with the
advice and consent of the Senate, “provided two-thirds of the senators present concur.”
				
*		
*		
*
Obama thinks he can exercise this power unilaterally, and the Council on Foreign
Relations has been on record for years as saying the treaty clause is the part of our Constitution
they would most like to change.
In addition to Obama’s Iran deal disobeying the rules in the U.S. Constitution about
treaty ratification, and in addition to the dangerous and unacceptable risk that Iran might
develop a nuclear weapon, the deal gives Iran plenty of money to challenge the United
States in missiles and space weapons. Iran has already launched four satellites into space
capable of carrying a nuclear weapon.
Ambassador Henry F. Cooper, who was in charge of missile defense and space arms
control in the Reagan and first Bush administrations, has warned that Iran’s satellites
were launched over the South Pole, which means they approach the United States from the
undefended direction of our south. Cooper warns that a nuclear explosion in space could
produce an electromagnetic pulse (EMP) that could cause the North American electric-power
grid, which sustains human life as we know it, to shut down for an indefinite period of time.
The Corker bill, which essentially rewrote our Constitution’s treaty clause, puts America
in a more dangerous position than ever before. It’s clear that we should never let Obama loose
on the world stage, because he betrays American security.
(Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst.)

Surreys • Deuce Coupes • Choppers • Quad Sports • Tandem Bikes
Cruiser Bikes • Kids Bikes • Kids Trailers • Much More!
www.wheelfunrentals.com | (818) 212-4263

The Iran Deal
Is Bad for America.
If you think Iran does not have global aspirations that threaten
America’s security … think again.

Iran has a terrorist presence in 30 countries on five continents.
It has military operations in Argentina, penetrating all of South America.
It has terror operations in France, Austria, Azerbaijan, India, and Thailand.
Iranian and Iran’s proxy terror cells are embedded in countries around the globe.
It is entrenched in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and Gaza.
Its missile capability includes the Shahab-3 with a 1,300-kilometer range that can hit Israel.
The BM-25 from North Korea can hit the English Channel, and Iran is currently building
space-lift rockets for intercontinental ballistic missile capability that could potentially reach
the United States.

This nuclear deal is a dangerous deal because Iran has:

• Eighteen nuclear facilities ready for reactivation in 15 years.
• Over 50 military sites it doesn’t want inspected, ever.
• Violated 20 international agreements.
• Over 5,000 centrifuges that will continue spinning.
• The ability to develop advanced centrifuges that can enrich uranium at a rate 20 times
greater than the current one.
• A deal that expires after 15 years when it can go nuclear if it desires.
• Over $100 billion in sanctions relief coming immediately instead of in phases
to ensure that Iran complies in the coming years.
• Answered only one of 12 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) questions
regarding its previous nuclear program.
• Created and supported Hezbollah and supported other terrorist groups.
• An extremist, fanatical regime that dreams of world domination.
• Held state-sponsored gatherings before and after the signing of the agreement where
chants of “Death to America, Death to England, Death to Israel” were regularly heard.

The Worst Agreement in
U.S. Diplomatic History

T

he devil is not in the details. It’s in the entire conception of the Iran deal, animated
by President Obama’s fantastical belief that he, uniquely, could achieve detente
with a fanatical Islamist regime whose foundational purpose is to cleanse the
Middle East of the poisonous corruption of American power and influence.
In pursuit of his desire to make the Islamic Republic into an accepted, normalized
“successful regional power,” Obama decided to take over the nuclear negotiations. At
the time, Tehran was reeling—the rial plunging, inflation skyrocketing, the economy
contracting—under a regime of international sanctions painstakingly constructed over
a decade.
Then, instead of welcoming Congress’ attempt to tighten sanctions to increase the
pressure on the mullahs, Obama began the negotiations by loosening sanctions, injecting billions into the Iranian economy (which began growing again in 2014) and conceding in advance an Iranian right to enrich uranium.
It has been downhill ever since. Desperate for a legacy deal, Obama has played the
supplicant, abandoning every red line his administration had declared essential to any
acceptable deal.
INSPECTIONS
They were to be anywhere, anytime, unimpeded. Now? Total cave. Unfettered access has become “managed access.” Nuclear inspectors will have to negotiate and receive Iranian approval for inspections. Which allows them denial and/or crucial delay
for concealing any clandestine activities.
To give a flavor of the degree of our capitulation, the administration played Iran’s
lawyer on this one, explaining that, after all, “the United States of America wouldn’t
allow anybody to get into every military site, so that’s not appropriate.” Apart from
the absurdity of morally equating America with the world’s foremost state sponsor of
terrorism, if we were going to parrot the Iranian position, why wait 19 months to do
so—after repeatedly insisting on free access as essential to any inspection regime?
COMING CLEAN ON PAST NUCLEAR ACTIVITY
The current interim agreement that governed the last 19 months of negotiation
required Iran to do exactly that. Tehran has offered nothing. The administration had
insisted that this accounting was essential because how can you verify future illegal

America and the rest of the world can’t afford a nuclear Iran.
We need a better deal.
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Hamas Claims to Nab
Israeli Spy,(a Dolphin)

slamist group’s naval unit says it captured
mammal equipped with espionage
equipment, including cameras.
Hamas claims to have captured a
dolphin that was spying for Israel, Army
Radio reported to the Times of Israel.
The dolphin was said to have been
equipped with “spying equipment”
including cameras.
It was captured off the Gaza coast
by the naval unit of the Hamas military
brigades, the radio report said. The
capture was made recently.
The Israeli Navy maintains a fleet of
Dolphin class submarines. But the Army
Radio report made clear that Hamas was
talking about a mammal, not a boat.

sprinkle smarter!
Install a drip irrigation
system or smart controller.
Get up to $200 in rebates
and save 36,000 gallons
per year.

Spying allegations against Israel
involving various creatures are not
uncommon in the region.
Twice in recent years, Turkish media
have highlighted allegations that birds
tagged with Israeli university tracking
devices were on espionage missions.
In 2012, an eagle with an Israeli tag in Sudan
was captured and touted as a Mossad spy.
Two years earlier, an Egyptian official
said Israel-controlled sharks could be
involved in a number of attacks on tourists
in the Red Sea.
The report marked the first known
allegations against dolphins. As the Army
Radio report noted, dolphins are regarded
as one of Earth’s most intelligent animals.

The 2016 Racing Form:
This Column is For
Betting Purposes Only
By Charles Krauthammer

B

oth presidential nomination contests having been scrambled by recent events — the
FBI taking control of Hillary Clinton’s private e-mail server and a raucous, roiling
GOP debate — the third edition of the Racing Form is herewith rushed into print.
Legal disclaimer: This column is for betting purposes only. What follows is analysis —
scrubbed, as thoroughly as a Clinton server, of advocacy. (Unless I simply can’t resist.)
Hillary Clinton: Ever since her disastrous book-launch performance, I’ve thought her
both (1) a weak candidate and (2) the inevitable Democratic nominee.
No longer. She has fallen from her 95-percent barring-an-act-of-G0D perch. The e-mail
imbroglio has already badly damaged her credibility. But now that she’s lost control of the
server, there is potential for further, conceivably fatal, damage. It hinges largely on how
successful she was in erasing the 32,000 e-mails she unilaterally deemed private.
Whatever happens, she will stay in the race. Clintons never quit. But if more top-secret
information is found, if she did destroy work-related e-mails and if her numbers continue
their steady decline, the party might decide it simply can’t afford to continue carrying her
baggage. Odds: 1-3.
Bernie Sanders: A less flighty, more serious Gene McCarthy. Fiery and genial, Sanders
is the perfect protest candidate. But can a 73-year-old dairy-state Brooklynite socialist win?
Of course not. If Clinton falls, Joe Biden fills the vacuum. Possibly even John Kerry. (Note to
Dems: The beatified Jon Stewart is currently unemployed and at large.) Meanwhile, over at
the GOP . . .
Donald Trump: Clear front-runner. Are you waiting for him to bring himself down?
He won’t. He’s impervious to the gaffe. In fact, he has a genius for turning a gaffe into a
talking point, indeed, a rallying cry.
Since the debate, his numbers have plateaued, and in some places declined. In New
Hampshire, for example, he’s gone from the mid-20s to the high teens. Some of this is
attributable to loyal Republicans, fed up with the party leadership but still nonsuicidal,
troubled by his leaving open the threat of a third-party run.
And he had a rough debate, as reflected in the Suffolk University poll in Iowa taken
right afterward, in which, by 55 percent to 23 percent, respondents felt less comfortable
with him as president.
Nonetheless, his core support, somewhere around 20 percent (plus or minus a couple),
remains as solid as that once commanded by Ron Paul and Ross Perot. Which means
Trump will likely continue to lead until the field whittles down to a handful, at which point
20 percent is no longer a plurality.
Teflon Don. Solid constituency, fixed ceiling. Chances of winning his party’s nomination?
About the same as Sanders winning his.
Jeb Bush, Scott Walker, Marco Rubio: Still the top tier. Walker barely held his own in
the debate. Bush slipped slightly, appearing somewhat passive and, amazingly, still lacking a
good answer to the “brother’s war” question. But he continues steady with a serious followup foreign policy speech and stick-to-his-guns positions on Common Core and immigration
— not easy given the current mood of the party.
Rubio had the best debate performance of the prime-time 10 — fluid, passionate,
in command. And he was already No. 1 in the “who could you support” question (at 62
percent), crucial in a 17-member field.
Odds for each? Rubio 3-1. Bush and Walker 4-1.
Ted Cruz, John Kasich, Carly Fiorina: The new second tier. And rising. Cruz had a
strong debate, establishing himself as the most convincing carrier of the populist, antiWashington meme.
Kasich was engaging and compelling as the bleeding-heart conservative and successful
tough-guy governor. Not an easy trick.
Fiorina displayed raw talent that surprised everyone who didn’t know her —and 6
million watched. Articulate, knowledgeable and relentlessly combative, she took on Clinton,
Trump and Barack Obama. Being in the undercard was a stroke of luck. She took the stage
and made it her own.
Odds for the second tier? 9-1 but with high ceilings for each.
Bonus Racing Form feature: the general election.
Conventional wisdom is that the GOP is tearing itself apart and headed south. What’s
becoming clear, however, is that the Democrats are equally split ideologically — Clinton
desperately moving left as Sanders’ crowds grow — and increasingly nervous about her
chronic, shall we say, character problem.
Both parties limp into November 2016. Current odds? GOP: 55 percent.
And note how thin is the Democrat’s bench. After Clinton, no one, while the GOP stage
sports perhaps eight to 10 impressive, plausibly presidential figures, including (for those
who count such things) two Hispanics, a female former Fortune 500 CEO and an African
American brain surgeon.
And one white guy fluent in Spanish. Try engaging Bernie or Hill en español.
(Charles Krauthammer is an American Pulitzer Prize-winning syndicated columnist,
author, political commentator, and physician. His weekly column appears in more
than 400 newspapers worldwide.)
			
- Jewish World Review
September, 2015
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magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.
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Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School
818.363.8127
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School
818.347.8300
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

www.chaminade.org
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LOCAL Events
Mason Recreation Center Basketball

and children under 12 are free. Great dance floor, food
Sign-ups for winter basketball are underway for ages and beverage available. For additional information, call
5 to 15 for boys and girls, according to Juan Soto, park 818-388-5018.
director. He said priority numbers MUST BE MAILED
Chatsworth Mural Restoration
AND POSTMARKED Sept. 1 through September 24th (all
The Kiwanis Club of Chatsworth with the assistance
mail after will be returned). Walk-ins at 10500 Mason Ave.,
of the Chatsworth Fine Arts Council and Council
Chatsworth, begin Sept. 28 through Oct. 2 (priority numbers
District 12 has restored the Welcome to Chatsworth
do not guarantee a spot in the league).
Mural to its original beauty. Come celebrate and
Priority number registration will be held Saturday, Oct. rededicate this beautiful Chatsworth landmark on
3, and open registration is set for Wednesday, Oct. 7 at 4 p.m., Saturday, September 12, 10:00 am at the Chatsworth
and continues until the league is full. Leagues may fill on Train Station, 10040 Old Depot Plaza Rd. For more
priority registration day, while open registration is taken on a information, call (818) 882-1212.
first come, first served basis.
U.S. Constitution Day at CSUN
Fee per player is $160, which includes jersey, shorts,
Join the Tseng College at California State
officials’ fees, individual awards, and administrative costs. All
refunds up to Nov. 1 will be charged a 15% administration University, Northridge as they host a free presentation
fee. Insurance is NOT included, nor are photographs. to honor U.S. Constitution Day on Saturday, September
Practices start in November, and games scheduled the week 12, 8:30 am to 10:30 am at the University Club/Orange
of Jan. 4, 2016. Coaches are needed.  CALL 818-998-6377 for Grove Bistro, 18111 Nordhoff St. in Northridge. For
more information, visit http://tsengcollege.csun.edu/
all questions.
programs/constitution-day.

Mason Class Registrations

Mason Recreation Center has everything from karate,
to flag football, adult a.m. yoga, pre-ballet, beginning ballet,
crafty kids, beginning soccer, everything for the entire family,
ages 3 to adults. All registrations started Aug. 25, so rush on
in to complete your required forms. Classes start the week of
Sept. 14, are 8-week sessions, and require a minimum of five
students - but space is limited! Fees vary with classes. Please
call 818-998-6377 with any questions

Northridge Woman’s Club

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

North Valley Family YMCA

The North Valley Family YMCA will celebrate 70
years of service to the community on October 1, 6:308:00 p.m. at 11336 Corbin Avenue in Northridge.  NBC4  
Southern California reporter Lolita Lopez and YMCA
Board Chairman John Sinnema will welcome community
guests for the celebration and reunion. For more
information or to RSVP, contact Debi Myer, 818-368-3231
or deborahmyer@ymcala.org or visit ymcala.org/nv.

Granada Hills Street Faire

The Northridge Woman’s Club is having their annual
membership meeting on Wednesday, September 2,
10:00 am at 18401 Lassen St. in Northridge . They are a
philanthropic, civic and social organization, working for
the betterment of our community through financial and
personal contributions. The agenda is a general meeting
followed by entertainment and a catered lunch. For
more information and to RSVP for lunch, call Bonnie
at  818-349-2210or Hattie at 818-886-5271byAug. 29.

The Granada Hills Street Faire will be ‘back by popular
demand’ on Saturday, October 10th. This year’s theme
is ‘Celebrating Community’ and admission is free. The
Faire will run from 10am to 5pm along Chatsworth Street
between Zelzah and Encino Avenues. Four city blocks of
Chatsworth Street in downtown Granada Hills will be
transformed into a traditional street faire with fun for the
entire family. New this year is ‘Octoberfest,’ beer and wine
tasting for only $20 per ticket. For more information, please
Porter Ranch Library
visit www.GranadaHillsStreetFaire.com, www.Facebook.
Join the Porter Ranch Library discussion group of com/GHStreetFaire or www.Twitter.com/GHStreetFaire.
men and woman, ranging in various ages and ethnicities
Political Collectibles Show
as they talk about their current book,The Invention of
On Sunday, October 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,
Wings by Sue Ann Monk onSaturday, September 5, 10:00
am at 11371 Tampa Avenue. For more information, please members of the public can buy political Americana, have
political items appraised (and possibly auctioned off), and
call (818) 360-5706.
meet other collectors at the annual political memorabilia
Valley Jazz Club
show & sale hosted by the American Political Items Collectors
Join the Valley Jazz Club first Sunday every month at the (APIC) at 10100 Balboa Blvd at Mayall Street   (just south
Elks Club in Canoga Park located at 20925 Osborne Street,   of Devonshire Blvd).  Admission for APIC members and the
1:00 -4:30 PM.  $7:00 Members, $10.00 Guests Musicians public is $3.00. Children 13 and under and all students with
ID are admitted free. Free admission to our Service Men and
Women (dress in your uniform or bring a valid ID for free
admission). For more information, call (818) 644-9231.

Deadline for Non-Profits

Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.

L
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Letter to the Editor

Why California Universities
Need a Definition of
Anti-Semitism

D

oes it matter how we define our words? Sometimes
it does. The U.S. Department of Education
understands this point, as do the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Universities
need to learn it, too.
Last year, the Education Department paid CDC to
develop a uniform definition of the word “bullying.” Both
agencies recognized that a uniform definition was needed
to assist schools to understand what bullying is, when it
occurs, and whether efforts to prevent it are successful.
This is a basic point, and yet it is lost on many people,
especially when the students involved are Jewish.
At press time, the Regents of the 10-campus
University of California (UC) system deciding whether
to adopt a uniform definition of anti-Semitism. They
are responding to requests from several organizations,
including mine, to adopt the U.S. State Department’s
well-regarded definition.
This is a big issue for the UC schools, which have
recently seen many high-profile anti-Semitic incidents.
At UCLA, student government officials questioned a
Jewish student’s ability to be impartial on the university’s
Judicial Board due to her “strong Jewish identity.”
At UC Davis, Jewish students were harassed during
the occupation of a university administrative building by
anti-Israel protesters.
At UC Santa Barbara, a student wearing a Star of
David necklace was spit on.
The problem is not limited to California. Earlier this
year, the Louis D. Brandeis Center and Trinity College
issued a report demonstrating that 54 percent of Jewish
college students reported experiencing or witnessing
anti-Semitism during the 2013-14 academic year.
The State Department provides useful examples
to understand when conduct is anti-Semitic. The
Department uses the so-called “3D test.” Actions
may generally be identified as anti-Semitic when they
demonize Israel, delegitimize Israel, or subject Israel to
double standards.
To say that an incident is hateful is not necessarily
to conclude that it must be banned. In some cases, the
First Amendment requires public universities to permit
bigoted speech. Even then, however, it is important to
recognize this speech for what it is.  
Anti-Israel activists are wrong when they charge
that such definitions threaten free speech. Freedom
flourishes best when rules are clearly articulated and
terms are well-understood. Universities have many tools
to ensure that their campuses remain safe and inclusive,
while respecting everyone’s civil liberties.  
The correct response to bigotry is never to let it
pass in silence. As the Civil Rights Commission correctly
admonished, “Silence is an ally of hate.”
Kenneth L. Marcus/JNS.org
Kenneth L. Marcus is president of the Louis D.
Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law (www.
brandeiscenter.com) and former staff director of the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights.

The Worst Agreement in U.S. Diplomatic History
(Continued from page 8)

advances in Iran’s nuclear program if you have no baseline?
After continually demanding access to their scientists, plans and weaponization facilities, Secretary of State John
Kerry two weeks ago airily dismissed the need, saying he is focused on the future, “not fixated” on the past. And that
we have “absolute knowledge” of the Iranian program anyway—a whopper that his staffers had to spend days walking
back.
Not to worry, we are told. The accounting will be done after the final deal is signed. Which is ridiculous. If the Iranians
haven’t budged on disclosing previous work under the current sanctions regime, by what logic will they comply after
sanctions are lifted?
SANCTIONS RELIEF
These were to be gradual and staged as the International Atomic Energy Agency certified Iranian compliance over
time. Now we’re going to be releasing up to $150 billion as an upfront signing bonus. That’s 25 times the annual budget of
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard. Enough to fuel a generation of intensified Iranian aggression from Yemen to Lebanon
to Bahrain.
Yet three months ago, Obama expressed nonchalance about immediate sanctions relief. It’s not the issue, he said. The
real issue is “snap-back” sanctions to be reimposed if Iran is found in violation.
Good grief. Iran won’t be found in violation. The inspection regime is laughable and the bureaucratic procedures
endless. Moreover, does anyone imagine that Russia and China will reimpose sanctions? Or that the myriad European
businesses preparing to join the Iranian gold rush the day the deal is signed will simply turn around and go home?
NON-NUCLEAR-RELATED SANCTIONS
The administration insisted that the nuclear talks would not affect separate sanctions imposed because of Iranian
aggression and terrorism. That was then. The administration is now leaking that everything will be lifted.
Taken together, the catalog of capitulations is breathtaking: spot inspections, disclosure of previous nuclear activity,
gradual sanctions relief, retention of non-nuclear sanctions.
What’s left? A surrender document of the kind offered by defeated nations suing for peace. Consider: The strongest
military and economic power on Earth, backed by the five other major powers, armed with what had been a crushing
sanctions regime, is about to sign the worst international agreement in American diplomatic history.
How did it come to this? With every concession, Obama and Kerry made clear they were desperate for a deal.
And they will get it. Obama will get his “legacy.” Kerry will get his Nobel. And Iran will get the bomb.
(Charles Krauthammer is an American Pulitzer Prize-winning syndicated columnist, author, political commentator, and
physician. His weekly column appears in more than 400 newspapers worldwide.)
			
- Jewish World Review

Having Trouble
Hearing?

5-Year
Protection Plan

with the purchase of Ultra Hearing Aids.
Only available through HearUSA.

We have a solution!
Introducing Ultra Hearing Aids, exclusively from HearUSA, the
first and only hearing aid clinically proven* by two separate
studies to provide better than normal hearing in demanding
listening situations, such as:
• Noisy restaurants
• Movie theaters and shopping malls
• Family get-togethers

Schedule your FREE Hearing Check-Up today!

APPEARANCES
I received a smile, a handshake,
a nodding yes, a vocal agreement.
The thinking of the other party

FREE

Risk-Free

Demonstration

60-Day Money
Back Guarantee

of the new Ultra Hearing Aids!

on all hearing aids
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Call for details.

can be forthright and wellintentioned.
I hope I am correct in my
assumption.
© Norman Molesko, 2015
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New Location in
Granada Hills!

16914 San Fernando Mission Blvd, Granada Hills

Call Toll Free: 855.802.5531
www.hearusa.com

* Studies conducted at University of Northern Colorado (2014) and Oldenburg Horzentrum (2013) showed that Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) in cocktailparty situations improved up to 2.9dB for wearers with mild to moderate hearing loss using the latest BestSound™ Technology with Narrow Directionality,
compared to people with normal hearing. This corresponds to over 25% improvement in speech understanding.
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payments required for 64
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On purchases with your
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9/7/2015. Equal monthly
payments required for 48
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Ashley Advantage™ credit
card from 8/18/2015 to
9/7/2015. Equal monthly
payments required for 36
months.
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NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL
WITHIN 24 MONTHS‡‡
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

On purchases with your Ashley
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8/18/2015 to 9/7/2015. Interest will
be charged to your account from
the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within
24 Months. Minimum Monthly
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See below for details.

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

COMING
NOW2014
OPEN!
LATE

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

SANTA ANA
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663

HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
619-393-4663
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA CLARITA

Center Point Market Place
Across from Sam’s Club
& Super Walmart

26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

“Se Habla Español”

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the
purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase
amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be
higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts:
Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise
will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
‡‡Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest
will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending
on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply
to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their
credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models,
clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge
Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken,
errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply.
Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination
of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and
operated. ©2015 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: August 18, 2015. Expires: September 7, 2015.
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