
And The Students
Shall Lead Them…

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

Sabina Yampolsky, a sophomore at Harvard-Westlake School, 
was spending another typical day during her third period class 
on Wed., March 14, when students began to stand up and walk 

out of the room. She looked at the clock; It was 10 am, which meant 
it was time for the National High School Walkout. 
 After the Marjory Stoneman Douglas shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, students began organizing a nation-wide walkout to speak 
out against gun violence and honor the victims who have fallen. High 
school students all across the country participated in the protest, 
each one having its own unique way of conducting it. 
 At Harvard-Westlake School in Studio City, students gathered 
on the football fi eld for seventeen minutes, to honor the seventeen 
victims who fell at Parkland. Several exhibits were installed, 
including posters that displayed profi les of the victims at Parkland 
and screenshots of text messages that they shared during the 
shooting. A few students who organized the event spoke briefl y 
about the purpose behind the walkout, until students returned to 
their classrooms. 

 

Afterward, booths were set up on campus with different t-shirts, 
petitions and information about the movement. On Friday that 
week, sophomore Andrea Yagher and students a part of Mayor’s 
Youth Council set up a voter registration table, where students who 
are 16 years or older could pre-register or register to vote. 
 “We are so excited that so many people of our generation are so 
enthusiastic about registering to vote and building the world that we 
want to live in,” Yagher said. “What we realize is we are not voting 
for our leaders. We are voting for our representatives. We are the 
leaders. The future is in our hands.”
 At Irvington High School, the student government worked 
with the administration to facilitate the on-campus walkout, junior 
Jasmine Tong-Seely said. 
 “I think it’s great to see administrators and teachers in support 
of students getting involved in contemporary political discussions 
and working to provide an environment for students to express 
their beliefs,” Tong-Seely said. “However, I believe that there are 
much more effective ways to support or engage in political activism, 
whether that be writing or speaking to our representatives about our 
beliefs, wants, and needs, or even just educating ourselves on a topic 
of debate and working to gain understanding of both sides of the 

C alifornia and its cities have grabbed a lot of money 
from its taxpayers, thrown away laws that it fi nds 
inconvenient, and ranks last in a few metrics as a 

state that has a nice quality of life.
 California is a land of winners and losers--if you 
have a guaranteed pension from the public sector (paid 
for by the taxpayers), or you are a tech-connected 
billionaire, or a millionaire actor/celebrity, then you are 
a winner.  If you are middle-class, and paying your own 
way, you are a loser.
 The winners are wondering what all the screaming 
is about, and shrugging off 
the exodus and/or death of the 
generation and population that 
built California’s infrastructure, 
educational system, etc.
 The losers are moving out 
and on to other states (ditto, by 
the way, for other high-tax states 
like New York and New Jersey).  
 Rightfully or wrongfully, the 
GOP-led Congress, led by input 
from both Red States and low-
tax states, stopped subsidizing state tax increases by 
limiting the deductions of state and local taxes from 
federal tax returns to $10,000 per year as per last year’s 
Tax Reform Bill.
 Tax deductions of interest payments for home 
loans were also capped.
 The counter question of whether or not California 
is a net federal tax donor versus a recipient is a VERY 
good one, but it’s safe to say that there are a lot of 
Californians of all socioeconomic backgrounds who are 
concerned about the unstoppable rise of state and local 
taxes, as well as home prices and related housing costs, 
and are either leaving the state...
 It’s not certain when “liberal” or “progressive” 
meant ignoring the law, and ignoring the budget, and 
ignoring spending priorities in our public sector, but 
education and transportation and planning appears 
to have been turned from a left-brained scientifi c/
engineering endeavor to an artsy, public-relations 
endeavor divorced from the laws of math and science.
 And these policies are NOT sustainable.
 So, YES, Governor Brown, President Trump is 
waging war against California, but did you and Mr. De 
Leon and Mr. Becerra, and a host of other Californian 

state and federal (and even city/county) politicians 
start it?
 And if the President IS waging war against 
California, Governor Brown, hasn’t Sacramento been 
waging war against its own citizens for years, now?
 It’s not that there are no good Democrats--but 
if our Assembly leaders and Senate leaders are any 
indication of what’s to come (including  gubernatorial 
candidates Gavin Newsom and Antonio Villaraigosa), 
California is in trouble NOT because of Democrats 
but because it lacks good Democrats.

 My own “Hail Mary” pass 
would be a write-in gubernatorial 
vote for Assemblywoman Melissa 
Melendez, but she loves her 
family and her sanity too much to 
encourage that.  However, I have 
no problem suggesting that both 
Republicans and Democrats 
would do well to emulate 
someone of her character.
 But as we now have 
Oakland’s mayor and other 

risking jail for fi ghting federal authority, and fi ghting 
the legal efforts of ICE to enforce federal law...
 ...and as we now have California’s entitled public 
sector unions in big trouble with a conservative-
majority Supreme Court...
 ...and as the future of Silicon Valley is in peril, in 
that it relocate to cheaper pastures...the question of the 
economic and political future of California becomes 
inevitably more insecure and nebulous, particularly 
after the departure of Jerry Brown.
 The defense and aeronautics industry...
virtually gone.
 Silicon Valley...potentially gone if things don’t 
dramatically change. 
 And ...like the nation of Greece, we shall see if our 
good weather alone can hold things together.
 So, YES, Governor Brown, President Trump and 
much of Washington IS waging war against California 
and its Sacramento elites.
 
 (Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D. is a dermatologist who 
has served in clinics in Los Angeles, Orange, and 
Riverside Counties.)
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Are You Compelled 
to Share Jesus?

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
By

20 New Luxury Model Homes

888.520.1871 | LiveAtPorterRanch.com

The Porter Ranch Master Plan features gated communities with 
homes ranging from 1,800–5,500 square feet. Each village located 

near the award-winning K-8 Porter Ranch Community School.  
Priced from the upper $700,000s – $2 Millions.

Where to Learn

A T  P O R T E R  R A N C H

I S  R I V A L E D  O N L Y  B Y

Where to Live

Avila | Bella Vista | Westcliffe 
Hillcrest | The Canyons

LUXURY NEW HOMES

Open Daily Winter 10 am–5 pm, Summer 11 am–6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. 
Brokers welcome. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. Models do not reflect 
racial preference. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770.

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you know that discovering the love and grace of 
God and receiving the forgiveness of your sins have completely and utterly changed your 
life. When you interact with your family and friends, coworkers and strangers, do you 

feel compelled to tell them about your faith? Do you struggle with the courage or the right 
words to say in attempting to articulate the Gospel message? We all do! So how do we get 
past these obstacles and boldly tell others about the Good News as the Lord commanded us 
to do in Matthew 28:19-20?

 First, we allow Jesus to give us a clearer vision. When we walk closely with Him, we begin 
to see people as He sees them. Matthew 9:35–36 says, “Jesus went through all the towns and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them.”

Now, let’s be honest. Seeing huge crowds of people usually doesn’t spark compassion 
within us, right? Living in a large city such as Los Angeles, California, we are constantly 
surrounded by droves of people. Sitting on the freeway with thousands of cars crawling in 
front of you usually produces more frustration than compassion. We’re more likely to think, 
I wish these people would get out of my way!—not, Gee, I wish I could tell all these people how 
much Jesus loves them!

But Jesus is on a different level than we are. This passage of Scripture in Matthew 9 reveals 
that Jesus had compassion on those who were sick, harassed, lost, and helpless. They were “like 
sheep without a shepherd.” In verse 35, His compassion turned to action when He not only 
healed their diseases and sicknesses (which is to serve their physical needs) but also verbally 
shared the Good News of salvation with them (which is to meet their spiritual needs). Then He 
issued this edict to His disciples in verses 37–38: “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest fi eld.”

I’ve often wondered what Jesus would say about the lost people in our world today. Did 
you know that the population of humanity has grown from 300 million people in Jesus’ day to 

almost 7.5 billion today? Cities, towns, and villages across the globe are teeming with people 
who need to hear about how they can be reconciled to God through Jesus Christ. If our Lord 
asked for workers to be sent forth into the fi elds two thousand years ago that were ripe for 
harvest, what would His prayer be for the present-day fi elds that have twenty-fi ve times more 
people than in His time? 

What would He say if He saw so many sheep without a shepherd in your city, in your 
country, and in other nations around the world? The truth is, our planet is in desperate need 
of people who are compelled to share the hope of Jesus Christ. We are Jesus’ workers—
you, me, and everyone who professes the name of Christ. He is counting on us to take His 
message to a world that is spiritually bankrupt. Pause for a moment and silence the many 
distractions competing for your time and attention, and you’ll hear the faint whisper. A gentle 
yet irresistible call in your spirit. An invitation nudging you toward something greater than 
you could ever imagine. 

In 2 Corinthians 5:11–15, after writing about our responsibility to “persuade others” 
about the Good News, the apostle Paul made this beautiful assertion: “For Christ’s love 
compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died 
for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them 
and was raised again (vv. 14–15).”

When the New Testament was written, the word compel referred to the privilege Roman 
offi cials and soldiers had to force people (as well as their horses, equipment, and family 
members) into public service.1 Our contemporary defi nition of compel carries the idea of 
driving or overpowering something or someone. It also means “to have a powerful and 
irresistible effect, or infl uence.”2 But Paul identifi ed that it was not Roman offi cials, nor force 
or obligation, that compels us to share the Gospel with our fellow man, but Christ’s love! You 
might say that to compel is to propel into action.

After meeting Jesus on that dusty road to Damascus, Paul’s life was changed forever and 
set on a different course. No longer fervently persecuting the 
Christian church as he had done before, he literally had seen the 
Light. And he spent the remainder of his life traveling the known 
world to tell the world about the Light of the World (see John 
8:12 and 1 Corinthians 15:8–10). 

The Gospel’s irresistible effect is the reason why Paul went on 
missionary trips and voyages across tumultuous seas. His travels 
put him in unspeakable amounts of danger, distress, and brushes 
with death. But Paul could not help himself. He was compelled to 
tell others about the love of Christ.

In the same way, though you were once on a path away from 
God, you now have a miraculous story of conversion. You’ve met 
the Lord and have been changed by Him. Just as He did for Paul, 
God wants to put your life on a different course for His glory. 
When we truly examine the depth of God’s love and the truth of 
His Gospel, we will become compelled to share it with others just 
like Paul and so many other fearless believers have throughout 
the history of the world. 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The 
Irresistible Call to Share Your Faith (available on Amazon) and 
the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, 
which has campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the 
West Valley. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com 
and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

1  Strong’s #29
2 www.dictionary.com/browse/compelled.

Chaminade Acquires 
Shopping Center

The president of Chaminade College Preparatory announced 
that it has acquired the shopping center adjacent to its high 
school campus in West Hills. The property is one of the last 

signifi cant parcels of nearby land that has not been developed 
for residential use.
 “The Saticoy property is a rare fi nd for our school 
community,” said Chaminade President Robert S. Webb. “Over 
the past several years, our board of directors and administration 
have focused on our fi nancial health in the event that an 
opportunity like this would present itself.”
 As part of the purchase, Chaminade acquired 23211-23233 
Saticoy Street and 7629 Woodlake Avenue from West Hills 
Market, LLC and Leimert/Saticoy, L.P. The 4.8-acre shopping 
center currently houses 16 businesses, including Field’s Market. 
Chaminade has not yet formalized plans for the future of the 
shopping center, but it intends to consider possibilities as part of 
its soon-to-launch master plan process.
 “The acquisition of this property allows us to think boldly 
and creatively about our future facility and programmatic 
needs of our students,” said Webb. “We look forward to hearing 
from the community—faculty, staff, parents, students, alumni, 
neighbors and others—about how this property can factor into 
our educational future and neighborhood.  In concert with 
our new strategic plan, we will envision our school on a bigger 
canvas of opportunity and dreams as we continue to carry out 
our Catholic, Marianist mission.”
 As part of the master plan process, Chaminade intends to 
solicit input from a wide-range of stakeholders. Through the 
process, Chaminade seeks to identify the most benefi cial use for 
the property moving forward.
 Founded in 1952, Chaminade operates a middle school 
campus in Chatsworth, and a high school campus in West Hills. 
 For more information, please visit www.chaminade.
org/saticoyproperty. Additionally, the community can call 
(818) 347-5723 x500.
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Tales of the South Pacific by James A. Michener
La Mirada Theatre & McCoy Rigby Entertainment

THE SORAYA 
The Valley’s Center for the Performing Arts  

presents

A wartime tale... 
A forbidden romance... 

One enchanted evening. SPECIAL 
OFFER

15% OFF  
TICKETS with  

code ROMANCE
(certain restrictions apply)

(818) 677-3000VPACatCSUN
ValleyPerformingArtsCenter.org

YOUNES & SORAYA 
NAZARIAN CENTER FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS

 Technical Report Revisited

The Aliso Canyon Gas Storage Field
More Reasons to Shut It Down

By Thomas L. Davis, Geologist, Ventura

Special to the Valley Voice

T he Santa Susana fault (SSF) is a government-recognized, surface-rupture hazard near the San Fernando Valley 
portion of the City of Los Angeles. Wells at the Aliso Canyon gas storage fi eld, the site of the largest natural gas 
leak in U.S. history, cross the SSF to reach the deeper storage reservoir. 

 Fault movements across gas storage wells are a risk to their integrity but the large gas leak at Aliso Canyon is 
probably the result of casing corrosion, pending on-going investigations, and probably not due to movement on the SSF. 
 However, there remains a well integrity risk at Aliso Canyon worthy of further consideration and evaluation due 
to several factors: 
 1) All of the 114 Aliso Canyon gas storage wells intersect the SSF (many at shallow depths of less than 300 m below 
the surface), and the hanging-wall strata that are highly-fractured and the SSF’s thick zone of shear-fractures and 
smaller faults are likely conduits for gas leakage to the surface if movement on the SSF were to break the casing and 
tubing of high-pressure gas wells. 
 2) The California Geologic Survey (CGS) recognizes, via the Alquist-Priolo Act (AP), that the SSF’s eastern 
segment is an earthquake and fault-rupture hazard based on surface offset during the 1971 Sylmar earthquake, but 
there is no evidence that the SSF moved during the nearby 1994 Northridge earthquake.
 3) The probability of future fault movement on any segment of the SSF is unclear due to its poor surface exposure.
 Yeats (1981, 2001-Table 1) lists the fault as active.
 Additionally to the west and east the SSF merges with the active Oak Ridge and Sierra Madre faults respectively. 
For four decades AP zoning has regulated surface construction on and near potentially active surface faults in California, 
however, similar regulatory constraints do not specifi cally recognize such faults and their subsurface rupture hazards 
to gas well integrity. 
 Gas wells at storage reservoirs have not existed over geologic time, and if their shallow portions cross potentially 
active faults, then there is a well integrity risk and potential for leakage to the surface. The oil and gas industry in 
California, already highly regulated, needs to be involved, cooperate, and support new rule-making dealing with this 
issue for it cannot politically afford to have another Aliso Canyon-like incident, and everyone now recognizes how 
diffi cult it is to control the subsurface leakage from a single well in a gas storage fi eld.

 Consumer 
Watchdog Wants
LADWP Watchdog 

Replaced
The group Consumer Watchdog continued its cam-

paign to have Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power ratepayer advocate Fred Pickel re-

placed, while releasing a report that outlines its claim 
that he has cost ratepayers nearly $7 billion through 
either faulty advice or failing to oppose costly projects.
 ``While he was supposed to advocate for 
ratepayers, Pickel has endorsed or remained silent 
about questionable DWP decisions that cost ratepayers 
nearly $7 billion,’’ the report said. ``The $6.93 billion 
price tag for Pickel’s consent includes rate hikes of 
more than $1 billion despite DWP’s cash reserves of 
$1.6 billion, hefty pay raises for DWP workers who are 
among the highest paid utility workers in the nation, 
surcharges on power bills that are not used to improve 
utility services, and billions to refurbish unnecessary 
natural gas power plants.’’
 Consumer Watchdog, a nonprofi t consumer 
advocacy organization, along with Food and Water 
Watch, an environmental advocacy nonprofi t, have 
been conducting an ongoing campaign against Pickel 
for some time, and in June of last year held a news 
conference outside Los Angeles City Hall where their 
representatives also called for Pickel to be replaced. 
 Pickel, a longtime energy industry consultant, was 
appointed in February 2012 to be the offi cial watchdog 
of the LADWP. The term has since expired and he is 
working on a month-to-month contract.

* * *
 ``It’s time to hire a ratepayer advocate to start 
fi ghting for people and stop rubber stamping wasteful 
projects that unfairly cost Los Angeles families,’’ said 
Brenna Norton, Southern California organizer for 
Food & Water Watch.
 Consumer Watchdog’s report criticized Pickel 
in a number of ways, including that he endorsed 
rate hikes of $1.1 billion between 2016 and 2020 
``without questioning whether other monies might 
be available to offset rate hikes on burdened 
ratepayers when the utility holds $1.6 billion in cash 
reserves,’’ the report said.
 The report also criticized Pickel for not weighing 
in on an annual transfer of hundreds of millions of 
LADWP funds into the city’s general fund, which 
Consumer Watchdog argues is an illegal tax under 
2010’s Prop 26, a state ballot measure that says charges 
for government services must be linked to the cost of 
providing the service.
 The Consumer Watchdog report also said Pickel 
supported a raise for the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers union, did not weigh in on a plan 
to ``refurbish vastly overbuilt and polluting natural gas 
power plants,’’ and failed to avoid a scandal in 2013 
that led to many LADWP customers being overbilled 
and the utility having to agree to repay ratepayers
$67.5 million.

And The Students
Shall Lead Them…

discussion point. The walkout marks the start of what I 
hope will become a long-lasting and widespread societal 
trend where Generation Z drives forward our society and 
nation through political activism in many ways, shapes, 
and forms.”
 While the administrations of many schools supported 
the walkout, some high schools did not allow it to take 
place on campus.
 “We weren’t allowed to participate in the walkout,” 
an Anonymous senior student said. “Security had been 
increased, and we had been avidly praying, but that 
is about it. I want to do more but I am not sure how to 
approach the whole situation.”
 Student activism has skyrocketed since the end 
of February, and all throughout March. Many people 
claim that the atmosphere and method of approaching 
the situation this year is much different from the past. 
Whatever opinion students may have, they should be 
taught and encouraged to stand up and, in this case, walk 
out for what they believe in. Starting the conversation and 
maintaining mutual respect towards others while doing so 
is something that we should all learn to value. 
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Learning forward 
A mindset and an action

Sierra Canyon’s carefully designed Pre-Kindergarten 
through Grade 12 program develops curiosity and mastery 
in equal measure—propelling your child toward a lifetime 
of joyful learning.

Families from over 90 zip codes travel to Sierra Canyon 
for our individually calibrated, entrepreneurial education.

Will you join us?

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CAMPUS TOUR:

LOWER CAMPUS  Pre-K – Grade 6 
(818) 882-8121, ext. 105

UPPER CAMPUS  Grades 7 – 12 
(818) 882-8121, ext. 323

  
sierracanyonschool.org

CityWatch LA

Think Cops, Think Coffee Shops and Donuts, Right?
Here’s How that Came About

By Dennis P. Zine

When I joined the LAPD in 1968, the world existed just fine without the Internet, 
electric cars, Amazon, Costco, the delivery of fast foods to your home or business 
and a host of other current conveniences that we can’t seem to live without. 

Today, here in LA, along with other major cities throughout the state and the nation, we 
face the challenges of high taxes, seven days-a-week gridlock, and increasing numbers 
of homeless people in our neighborhoods, as well as many other obstacles. 
 I remember starting patrol after roll call back in the B/W radio car days when 
we would immediately drive to a donut shop to get a cup of coffee and a donut before 
beginning our patrol in the West Los Angeles Division. In those quiet days, we did not 
have restaurants, markets or many other business operations open 24-hours a day. We 
would work an 8 hour and 45-minute shift, patrolling the streets of West LA, looking for 
a variety of suspects including burglars, robbers, DUI motorists, car thieves, drug users 
and a host of others inclined to commit a variety of crimes. 
 We were well liked by the majority of the population in West LA – people who 
owned nice homes, drove late-model cars and for the most part respected the law by 
acting in a civil and responsible manner. 
 How could we have come so far afield from the Good Old Days that, last month, 
Gregory Casillas, a 30-year-old uniform Pomona police officer, a married father of 
two, was shot and killed and his partner shot as well, while chasing a reckless driving 
suspect into an apartment? At the same time, we saw a news story about an Oakland 
coffee shop called Hasta Muerte (located at 2701 Fruitvale Ave, Oakland) which posted 
a notice saying that they REFUSE TO PROVIDE SERVICE TO UNIFORM POLICE 
OFFICERS. 
 Noel Gallo, an Oakland City Councilmember, believes that the policy is legal. 
With that in mind, why would any officer want to visit a place with such distain for 
uniform police officers who risk their lives to protect the public? What if the coffee shop 
established a policy refusing service to white people or 
Latinos or Asians or African Americans or Christians? 
I am sure there would be protests and marches and civil 
actions against the establishment. We will see what kind 
of support the Oakland police officers receive from their 
community members. It is nice to feel appreciated by 
the public you serve. So how must the Oakland police 

feel while being pushed aside by this type of blatant discrimination? 
 If you visit Oakland, please avoid doing business at Hasta Muerte Coffee Shop. 
Hopefully this situation does not become a trend in other American communities. 
 If you travel to Oakland, be aware of the following statistics I discovered when 
researching this column: Oakland is 77.86 square miles compared to San Francisco 
at 231.9 and Los Angeles at 503. Crime in Oakland is one of the highest in America. 
They record a large number of murders, robberies, rapes, assaults and ADW. In fact, 
Oakland has a crime index of 1 when 100 is safest. 
 Your chances of becoming a victim of a property crime in Oakland is 1 in 17. That 
compares to 1 in 39 in California. 
 Oakland reports 514 crimes per square mile while California reports 89. 
 In comparing violent crime per 1,000 residents, Oakland ranks 14.55 while 
California is at 4.45. 
 Your chances of becoming a victim of violent crime in Oakland is 1 in 69 compared 
to 1 in 225 in California. There are 544 crimes per square mile in Oakland and 89 in 
California. 
Oakland reported 88 homicides in 2016, 76 homicides in 2017, and 15 homicides so far 
this year.  
 In conclusion, it’s obvious that Oakland is not a safe place to live, run a business or 
visit. Business owners like those at the Hasta Muerte Coffee Shop should be welcoming 
uniformed officers with a red carpet rather than chasing them away.

 (Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD Supervisor, former and retired 12-year 
Los Angeles City Councilman and current General Manager at Bell Canyon in Ventura 
County. He is a candidate for the upcoming Assembly District 45 election.) Edited for 
CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

L.A. City Council 
Committee Approves

Exploration of Seismic 
Retrofitting Fund

A Los Angeles City Council committee agreed to 
explore ways of helping property owners finance 
costly seismic retrofits required by law in roughly 

15,000 buildings.
 The city passed an ordinance in 2015 requiring 
the retrofitting, but the high up-front costs can cause 
enormous financial strain on property owners and 
could prevent its implementation, according to a motion 
introduced by Councilman Mitchell Englander and 
approved by the Budget and Finance Committee.
 Retrofitting can cost upward of $130,000 for wood-
frame buildings, the Los Angeles Times has reported, 
and millions of dollars for larger concrete buildings. The 
city does have programs that focus on cost recovery for 
owners, but there are no programs that provide up-front 
financial assistance, according to the motion.
 When Mayor Eric Garcetti signed the 2015 ordinance 
into law, it gave Los Angeles the nation’s strongest 
earthquake safety rules. It applies to roughly 15,000 older 
buildings considered vulnerable in major earthquakes, 
including 13,500 wood-framed ``soft-story’’ buildings 
with weak lower floors, such as multi-story apartments 
with tuck-under parking spaces, and an estimated 1,500 
vulnerable concrete buildings.
 Under the ordinance, seismic retrofits of wooden 
structures must occur within seven years, and retrofits 
of concrete buildings within 25 years, with certain 
benchmarks to be met along the way.
 The ordinance targets buildings constructed prior 
to the enactment of seismic building standards, which 
include pre-1978 soft-story wooden buildings and concrete 
buildings with permits dating back to before Jan. 13, 1977.
 Once the work is completed, an owner can recover 
50 percent of the cost through the city’s Seismic Retrofit 
Program. But if the work cannot be completed within the 
time frame, the building must be demolished, which could 
affect the city’s effort to maintain as much of its affordable 
housing as possible at a time of rising homelessness and 
spikes in the cost of renting or owning a home.
 A possible source of funding for the program could 
be the city’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund, according 
to the motion. The fund has been depleted in recent years 
due to cuts in federal funding, but it could benefit from 
a windfall by next year as a result of the City Council 
and Garcetti signing off late last year on a linkage fee 
for developers that is predicted to generate about $100 
million annually for the fund.



In speeches to fellow Jews around America, I often point out that many American Jews are 
experiencing cognitive dissonance. The institution Jews most admire — the university — 
turns out to be the most signifi cant source of Israel hatred in America and the rest of the 

West. At the same time, the people many Jews most distrust — Christians (especially evangeli-
cal and other conservative Christians) — turn out to be the Jews’ and Israel’s best friends.
 Given that these two facts are undeniable, how do 
many American Jews deal with this dissonance? They 
largely ignore the Israel hatred on campuses, and 
they dismiss the authenticity of the Christian support. 
They dismiss it by denying it is genuine. Christians 
who support Israel, they (and non-Jews on the left) 
argue, do so for two deceptive reasons.
 One is they seek to convert Jews.
 That Christians seek to convert non-Christians 
is, of course, true. The primary aim of Christianity, 
after all, is to spread belief in Christ. But why would 
anyone think supporting Israel will convert Jews? 
Does anyone think that Christians who support 
Israel’s enemies are making Muslims convert to 
Christianity? The fact is there isn’t a shred of evidence 
that Jews have converted to Christianity, because of Christian support for Israel. Indeed, the 
Jews who most support Israel are either the most religious or the most strongly identifying 
secular Jews. Neither is a candidate for conversion.
 Another way Christian support for Israel is belittled is by claiming that Christians 
support Israel in order to hasten the Second Coming of Jesus. But pastor John Hagee, head of 
Christians United for Israel, the largest pro-Israel organization in America, has said countless 
times nothing a Christian can do will hasten the return of Jesus; only G od will decide when 
that happens — and in His own good time.
 Moreover, even if this were the reason Christians support the Jews and Israel, why 
would it disturb Jews? It would mean that Christians would support them until Jesus returns. 
What’s wrong with that?
 Having spoken at numerous churches’ “Night to Honor Israel” events, I know how 
genuine this support is. But last month in Nashville, I witnessed a particularly convincing 
example of the sincerity of this support. I spoke before thousands of Christians at the National 
Religious Broadcasters Convention when they gathered one evening solely to express their 
support for Israel. Maybe fi ve Jews were present. Isn’t thousands of Christians devoting an 
entire evening to express support for Israel — with essentially no Jews in attendance to witness 
it — about as convincing a proof of the authenticity of this support as one could imagine?
 So, why do Christians support Israel? They believe in supporting American allies and 
supporting countries that share their moral values. And, unlike the left, they have moral 
problems with Islamism, not with Zionism.
 But the primary reason virtually every Israel-supporting Christian gives is the biblical 
verse from Genesis in which G od says to Abraham, “I will bless those who bless you and curse 
those who curse you.” These Christians believe (as does this Jew) G od blesses those who treat 
the Jews decently and curse those who seek to harm the Jews.
 You don’t have to be a believer in the G od of Abraham or the Bible to accept this 
proposition. All the Jews’ ancient enemies disappeared from history. And look at what 
happened to Spain after it expelled its Jews in 1492. One of the greatest powers of the world 
became largely irrelevant to history within a couple of generations. As for Germans, the 
perpetrators of the Holocaust, they endured a staggering amount of death and suffering as a 
result of their support for the greatest Jew hater in history; and their country was divided in 

half for the next half-century. Likewise, the countries today that most curse the Jews — Arab 
and other Muslim countries — are among the most benighted countries in the world. If they 
were to devote to building their countries the money and energy they devote to attempting 
to destroy Israel, they would be in far better condition morally, socially, economically and 
politically.

 Meanwhile, the country that has most blessed 
Israel and the Jews is America. No country in 
the modern period has treated its Jews as well as 
America has, and no country has stood by Israel as 
much as America has. And America has been almost 
uniquely blessed.
 These American Christians know something 
that the secular and left-wing elites do not: The day 
America abandons Israel will be the beginning of the 
end of America as we know it.
 These people are not fools.
 Their detractors are. 
 (Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show 
based in Los Angeles.)                  -  Creators Syndicate
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No Drugs
High Tech!

“State of the art 
technology for treatments!”

By appointment only.

Dr. Lucy M. Cooper, OMD, DAOM, LAc
Diplomate, Antiaging Medicine ACHM

lucycooperlac@hotmail.com

818.390.3951

www.acupunctureherbs.net

Holistic Blood 
Tests to Match

Nutritional Needs

Why Christians Support Israel
By Dennis Prager

 CityWatch LA

Death Penalty?
By Bob Gelfand

N ews sources tell us that Nikolas Cruz … admitted Parkland shooter … is willing to plead 
guilty to his seventeen murders, provided that the DA takes the death penalty off the 
table. This is pretty close to that classic defi nition of chutzpah -- the guy who kills both 

of his parents and then pleads for mercy on the grounds that he is an orphan. I mean, what 
business does Cruz have in bargaining for preserving his own life after taking so many others? 
Is he suggesting somehow that his life is worth more than those of the people he killed? 
 I am, in general, not in favor of the death penalty. At the same time, I contend that it 
is possible and reasonable for people to be agnostic on the issue, and I continue to maintain 
that either side of the debate is logically and morally acceptable. If you are willing to consider 
exceptional circumstances in making the determination of the proper sentence, what Cruz 
did certainly falls into that description. As one attorney stated during the penalty phase of a 
murder trial, “We reserve the death penalty for the worst of the worst.” 
 The Florida shootings certainly fi t that bill, but a quick resolution also has its merits. 
 Perhaps one advantage to giving Cruz a life sentence is that we won’t have to hear about 
his troubled childhood and depressive episodes. This is not to say that he did or didn’t have 
them, just that the rest of us will be spared the equivalent of the Oklahoma City trial. 
 Still, if the prosecutor wishes to push for the death penalty, I doubt there will be much 
resistance. It’s hard to imagine the defendant claiming that the police arrested the wrong man. 
And there was plenty of premeditation in this crime. Likewise, an insanity plea doesn’t seem 
to have much of a future. If the prosecutors and/or the community are screaming for a death 
sentence, then that’s probably what he will get. 

 (Bob Gelfand writes on science, culture, and politics for CityWatch.)



ChatsworthDentistry.com
493-1302818

$50 off
Dentistry†

COMING SOON! 
Our office is accepting new patients.  
Call for an appointment today.

CHATSWORTH
DENTISTRY

Joseph Hanna, DDS 
10316 Mason Ave

Chatsworth, CA 91311

*Regular value of at least $290. In absence of gum (periodontal) disease. New patients only. Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. Coupon must be presented at appointment. Limit 1 per patient. Subject to insurance restrictions; cannot be applied 
to insurance co-payments or deductible. Not valid for appointments with pediatric dentist. †Not valid on previous or ongoing 
treatment. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Coupon must be presented at appointment. Limit 1 per patient. Excludes 
cleaning, exam, Digital X-rays, root planing and scaling and/or periodontal maintenance. Subject to insurance restrictions; cannot 
be applied to insurance co-payments or deductible. Not valid for appointments with pediatric dentist, orthodontist, periodontist, 
endodontist or oral surgeon. AZ, CO, ID, NM Delta Dental members: valid toward cosmetic dentistry only. No cash redemption value. 
If full value is not redeemed, no credit value. 

You deserve a dentist 
who makes you smile.

$59
Cleaning, Exam
& Digital X-rays* 

New Patient Special

April, 2018 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 8

                  Chatsworth’s 20th Annual… 

 

          Saturday    May 12th  10am – 5pm 
             Chatsworth Metrolink Depot 
                  10040 Old Depot Plaza Road 
        Between Devonshire and Lassen – East of Topanga Canyon,  West of Canoga Avenue 
 

   Original Art * Live Music * Food Trucks  
Paintings. Photography. Sculpture. Ceramics. Watercolors. Glass. Jewelry.  
Children’s Art Booth * Bonus Exhibit - themed Art Competition 
 
                      Free Admission & Parking   818 772-1639    

            www.ChatsworthFineArtsCouncil.com 

SIERRA CANYON WINS ANOTHER STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
By David Powell for the Valley Voice

The Sierra Canyon boys’ team has garnered much 
media attention this year.  Four members of the team 
have fathers who played in the NBA.  First year coach 

Andre Chevalier has developed a winning formula with great 
chemistry and teamwork – “This is a team, not a group of 
individuals.”  The team plays an up tempo offense combined 
with a pressing defense.  At 7-0, the team fi nished fi rst in the 
Gold Coast League.  Qualifying for the CIF-SS Open Division 
playoffs, the team faced Mater Dei in the fi nals.  Mater Dei 
raced to a 31-21 halftime lead.  Posting a strong third quarter, 
the Trailblazers trailed 39-41 after three quarters.  In a game 
in which SC never held a head, Mater Dei prevailed with the 
fi nal score of 55-53.

Sierra Canyon moved on to the CIF Regional playoffs in 
the Open Division, resulting in the second seeded Trailblazers 
defeating Foothill Christian 88-62 in the fi rst round.  The 
semifi nal round featured the Trailblazers facing the Bishop 
Montgomery Knights for the third time this season.  In the 
initial match-up game during regular season, Bishop Montgomery prevailed 65-62.  In 
a rematch in the CIF-SS Open Semifi nal round, the Trailblazers returned the favor as they 
defeated the Knights 77-74 in double overtime.  The third meeting was a thriller.  The Knights 
took an early lead; midway through the third quarter, the Trailblazers fell behind 51-34.  But 
SC did not panic.  Using a pressure defense, which produced turnovers, they held the Knights 
scoreless while putting up 18 points, to take the lead 52-51.  From that point until the end 
of regulation play, it was back and forth, with the score tied at 65-65, sending the game into 
overtime.  The Trailblazers outscored the Knights 7-5 in overtime to gain a berth in the fi nals 
against Etiwanda.  This game, for the Southern California Regional Championship, as well as 
the opportunity to play for the State Championship, also did not lack for excitement.  Sierra 
Canyon star Cassius Stanley left the game after being injured on a driving layup in the second 
quarter.  Scottie Pippin, Jr., who had two points in the fi rst half, took over the offense, with 
twenty points in the second half.  The game was not decided until the fi nal seconds, with SC 
coming away with the Southern California Open Division regional title, with the next step 
being a journey to Sacramento for the State Open Division Basketball crown.

Sheldon, the home team, came into the game with a 29-5 record.  A noisy crowd packed the 
Golden 1 Center to support their home team.  The game was exciting and included 11 ties and 
14 lead changes.  At the end of the fi rst quarter, the score was 21-21.  Half time found SC with 
a 38-36 advantage.  The score was again tied after three quarters.  However, the Trailblazers 
dominated in the fi nal quarter, outscoring the Huskies 19-7 to secure the victory 75-62.  This 
gave Sierra Canyon their fi rst State Open Division basketball title.  In the game Cassius Stanley 
led all scorers with 23 points, with Scottie Pippin, Jr. tallying 21, Duane Washington 14, and 
Kenyon Martin 11.

The boys’ basketball State Championship (winter sport) follows the girls’ volleyball team 

winning a State Championship (fall sport).
The SC baseball team (spring sport) opened their season 

with fi ve straight wins to capture the trophy in the prestigious 
Southern California Invitational.  Coach Rick Weber was 
proud of his team’s play and credited the cohesiveness to 
the blend of veterans and freshmen.  Patrick DeMarco, a 
freshman, pitched a no-hitter going into the 7th inning in the 
victory over Sylmar (9-1).  Another freshman, Bryce Bond, 
pitched a complete game shutout against Granada Hills 
Charter (3-0).  Senior Chris Torres faced 22 batters – one 
batter away from a perfect game – in winning his fi rst start of 
the season, 9-0, over Viewpoint.  In his second start, he again 
pitched a one hit game in a 5-0 shutout over Crossroads.  The 
team appears to have an outstanding pitching rotation and 
appears primed for success, following in the footsteps of the 
SC fall and winter sports teams.

 A pressing defense by Duane Washington led to turnover.

Photo by David Powell

 UC Regents Approve Tuition Hike
For Non-Resident Students

The University of California Board of Regents voted to increase tuition for non-resident stu-
dents, although board members said the hike could be eliminated if the state increases fund-
ing for the system.

 The board, on a 12-3 vote, approved a 3.5 percent increase in non-resident supplemental 
tuition, taking it from $28,014 in 2017-18 to $28,992 for 2018-19, a $978 increase.
 Costs for non-resident students could increase again in May, when the board may consider 
a 2.7 percent boost in the UC system’s base tuition for both in-state and out-of-state students. 
The board delayed a vote on that increase pending discussions with the state Legislature about 
increased funding.
 Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, a gubernatorial candidate, urged the board to delay the decision 
on non-resident supplemental tuition as well, but the regents went ahead with the vote.
 According to a staff report, UCLA, UC San Diego and UC Berkeley are ``especially 
reliant’’ on the non-resident tuition fees. Thanks to the revenue, UCLA was able to increase 
space in key undergraduate courses by 26 percent, despite a decrease in funding from the state. 
UCSD, meanwhile, used the revenue to create a Teaching and Learning Commons and fund 
programs to boost diversity and graduation rates.
 The board’s vote included an amendment calling for the tuition hike to be rescinded if 
lobbying efforts at the Legislature lead to increased funding. But staffers said such an increase 
is unlikely.
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RIP Toys R US: 
Remembering Brand 

New Barbies
By Christine M. Flowers

When I was about 4 or 5, I discovered the Sears Wish Book. I’d sit 
at the kitchen table and page through all of the amazing toys that 
Mom Mom and Pop Pop could be snookered into buying for me, 

since my parents were a bit more impervious to my dimples. That book 
was the blueprint for many joyful birthdays, where happiness was found 
at the end of a 60-watt light bulb screwed into my Susie Homemaker oven.
 Many of the people reading these words will have no idea what I’m 
talking about. Sadder still, they won’t understand why I was devastated to 
hear that Toys R Us will shutter its doors forever.
 It might seem strange that a woman who has passed the half century 
marker on her mortal journey is mourning the death of a retail store that 
sells toys. And why in the world is she reminiscing about pretend ovens 
and glossy throwback magazines filled with advertisements and hope?
 But this column isn’t for those people.
 This is for the women who remember what it was like to wander down 
the aisles of vast “kiddie kathedrals” filled with dolls that blinked and 
sang and pirouetted on one pink plastic slipper. This is for the people who, 
despite nascent wrinkles and sprinkles of silver in their hair, can locate that 
inner child who exulted in delight when a benevolent adult said, “Let’s go check out the new 
Barbies!” This is dedicated to the now-middle-aged boys who knew exactly where to find the 
shelves that held shiny tin sheriff’s badges, pop guns that made authentic sounds and filled 
the air with sulfer, and those bags of plastic green soldiers frozen in combat poses and deadly 
when you accidentally stepped on them, barefoot, at three in the morning.
 When I heard that Toys R Us had been forced to declare bankruptcy after years of 
obvious mismanagement and billion-dollar debt, I didn’t think about our market economy 
and how profit was king. I thought about the world that was disappearing, one that faded 
deeper into the mists with the loss of this franchise.
 Some will say that waxing nostalgic for a giant chain store is stupid, because Toys R 
Us and Kiddie City and even the magnificent FAO Schwarz, were anachronistic monoliths 
that sold things you can get elsewhere for much cheaper and without the surly employees 
cracking gum in your face.
 But those people don’t get it, and I have a sad suspicion that they never will.
 We long ago entered an age where human contact and experience were expendable, and 
virtual exchanges were more efficient and economical. Why get in your car, waste gas, look 
for parking, trudge into a store, stand in line at the checkout, pay retail and head back home 
when you could sit down at your computer with your skinny chai latte and surf the web for 
everything that money can buy?
 Except that money can’t purchase the beauty that comes from tangible, tactile 
experience.
 And when I got older, I took my godsons and nephews and nieces to the toy stores just 
to see, reflected in their upturned faces, the same joy my grandparents had seen in me. It’s a 
magic that dies when you click on a mouse and use PayPal. It’s a world that’s been lost in Jeff 
Bezos’ Amazon jungle.
 Childhood is a fragile tower, built on dreams and wishes. Toys are its bricks and mortar. 
Building that tower, choosing those bricks with our own hands, was always a labor of love.
 Now, with a shallow and economical click of the mouse, we’re done. How sad.
 (Christine M. Flowers is a lawyer.) -  Jewish World Review

Mission Statement
(See story, page 1)

Not one more. We cannot allow one more child to be shot at school. We cannot allow one more 
teacher to make a choice to jump in front of a firing assault rifle to save the lives of students. 
We cannot allow one more family to wait for a call or text that never comes. Our schools are 

unsafe. Our children and teachers are dying. We must make it our top priority to save these lives. 
 March For Our Lives is created by, inspired by, and led by students across the country who 
will no longer risk their lives waiting for someone else to take action to stop the epidemic of mass 
school shootings that has become all too familiar. In the tragic wake of the seventeen lives brutally 
cut short in Florida, politicians are telling us that now is not the time to talk about guns.  March 
For Our Lives believes the time is now. 
 On March 24, the kids and families of March For Our Lives took to the streets of Washington, 
DC to demand that their lives and safety become a priority. The collective voices of the March For 
Our Lives movement will be heard. 
 School safety is not a political issue. There cannot be two sides to doing everything in our 
power to ensure the lives and futures of children who are at risk of dying when they should be 
learning, playing, and growing.  The mission and focus of March For Our Lives is to demand 
that a comprehensive and effective bill be immediately brought before Congress to address these 
gun issues.  No special interest group, no political agenda is more critical than timely passage of 
legislation to effectively address the gun violence issues that are rampant in our country. 
 Every kid in this country now goes to school wondering if this day might be their last. We live 
in fear. 
 It doesn’t have to be this way. Change is coming. And it starts now, inspired by and led by the 
kids who are our hope for the future. Their young voices will be heard. 
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi 
Street in Porter Ranch, as Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford 
tells the inspiring resurrection story of Jesus Christ — 
a timeless event over 2,000 years ago that fulfi lled 
God’s redemption plan and brought hope for all mankind! 
You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic 
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray, 
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service 
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday, 
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Mason Park Basketball
 Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration 
and schedule for Youth Basketball Summer 2018, according 

to Juan Soto, director.
 Priority numbers must be submitted and postmarked by 
March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants 
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th, 
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held 
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and 
will continue until the league is full.
 Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts, 
offi cials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and 
insurance are NOT included!
 Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15. 
There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices 
start in mid-May, with games starting in June.
 Evaluation will be held May 5 for most ages. May 6 

for most evaluations, May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.

 Volunteer coaches are needed.
 Mason Park is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth, 
818-998-6377.

Egg Hunt and Basketball
 Come to Chatsworth Park South for a day of fun fi lled 
events including a free basketball workshop with a special 
guest: the NBA’s Matt Barnes on Saturday, March 31. The 
workshops will be divided by age group culminating in a fi ve-
on-fi ve game with Matt Barnes There will also be a spring 
egg hunt with crafts, snacks, food trucks, games, and face 
painting. The park is located at 22360 Devonshire Street. 
Please RSVP for basketball at (818) 341-6595.

Free Tax Preparation Clinic
  The CSUN VITA Clinic is offering free tax preparation 
services as well as fi nancial education now through April 
15th to low income taxpayers in North Hills, Canoga Park, 
Northridge, North Hollywood, Pacoima, Sun Valley, San 
Fernando City, Panorama City, and Van Nuys. Services will 
be offered at the CSUN campus on Mondays through Fridays 
and at multiple remote locations throughout the San Fernando 
Valley on Saturdays. While taxpayers will be encouraged to 
make an appointment, walk-ins will be accepted to the extent 
time permits. For more information about services, please 
visit: vita.csun.edu  

Intermediate Computer Classes
 Instructor Abraham Yazdi will teach 8 sessions on 
Intermediate Microsoft (MS) Word 2013, 9 sessions on 
Intermediate MS Excel 2013, and 2 sessions on Intermediate 
MS PowerPoint 2013. All classes will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 10 AM to 12 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Sign-ups for the classes are 
required.  For more info or to sign up, please call 818-368-
5687.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing The 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane: A Novel by Lisa See at the 
April 4th meeting.  The book club meets the fi rst Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 pm in the Library Community Room.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Nature Preserve
 The LADWP is celebrating the month of Earth Day with a 
special open house at the only nature preserve in the City of Los 
Angeles. The Chatsworth Nature Preserve is a one of a kind 
location with incredible wildlife and landscapes. The event 
will be on Sunday, April 7th from10:00 am to 3:00 pm, entry 
gate on Valley Circle Blvd west of Plummer. It will feature an 
opening ceremony with a Wishtoyo/Chumash Indian tribal 
blessing, guided nature hikes, live animal exhibits, a bird 
observation station, and an environmental resource fair. No 
bikes or pets allowed on trails. Please bring a hat, sunscreen, 
refi llable water bottles, and comfortable walking shoes. 

The Church and Climate Change
 Please join us at First Presbyterian Church of Granada 
Hills, 10400 Zelzah Avenue on Sunday, April 8th, from 
12:15 - 3:00 pm where you will enjoy a free lunch and hear 
presentations from Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, Atmospheric 

The Valley Voice is published every 
last Tuesday of the Month.

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

scientist & Professor at Texas Tech University and Rev. Dr. 
Richard Lyon, Psychotherapist & Presbyterian Minister. 
All viewpoints welcome for this intriguing and important 
discussion. 

E-Textile Workshops
 Kids and Teens (ages 7-18), join us for this four-part series 
Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We 
will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun 
projects.  It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and 
sign-ups are required.  For more info please call 818-368-5687.

Tiny Tots Storytime
  Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads 
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 
AM in the Chatsworth Library.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information 
call (818) 341-4276.

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Build a Masterpiece
 Bring your ideas, images, and imagination to this National 
Poetry Month program.  Let’s build a poem!  Hosted by 
award-winning poet, Jeffry Jensen.  Refreshments will be 
served, Tuesday, April 17, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

One World Storytelling
  On Wednesday, April 18 at 3:30 PM, Barbara Wong will 
be sharing stories from around the world with children in fi rst 
through fi fth grade at the Chatsworth Library.  The Library 
is located at 21502 Devonshire Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for 
more information.

Our Lady of Lourdes
 Theatre Repertoire of Our Lady of Lourdes (TROLL) 
presents: Wiley and the Hairy Man, a play by Suzan Zeder.  
Come experience the magical way a young girl discovers 
she is bigger than her fears! Friday, April 20th at 7pm; 
Saturday, April 21st at 1pm, and at 7pm. Tickets can be 
purchased online now at www.ticketor.com/trollplayers, or 
on the OLL church patio following each Mass (except Easter 
Weekend).  Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - 
Stroup Hall, 18400 Kinzie Street in Northridge.

CalRTA meeting
 On Friday, April 13th, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting 
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen 
St., Northridge. Come join retired teachers to hear the latest 
about your pensions and consider joining us for lunch after 
the meeting.  If you wish to stay for lunch, please make a 
reservation with Nancy Gohata at 818  899 4237.

Job Skills Workshop
 If you are between 16 and 24 years old, this informative 
workshop that will give you tips on job interviewing, and 
creating resumes and cover letters will be on Saturday, 
April 21st,  10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Attendees will also begin the 
process of obtaining a Work Readiness Certifi cate from L.A. 
Youth at Work and will receive priority to apply for curated 
jobs. (818) 368-5687.

Giant Book Sale
  On Saturday, April 21 from 10 AM to 2 PM the Friends 
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale.  The 
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street 
in Chatsworth. The sale is in the Community Room and 
includes thousands of almost-new hardback books and a huge 
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LOCAL Events cont.

Online Registration Now Open
www.chaminade.org/centerforexcellence

SUMMER 
2018Dynamic and engaging 

summer learning 
experiences for  

grades 1-12

When You Need Us, 
We’re Here!

At Southern California Orthopedic Institute, we know that injuries occur 

when your patients least expect them. That’s why we are proud to offer our 

Orthopedic Walk-In Clinic at our Porter Ranch location for your patients 

suffering from musculoskeletal, bone, and joint injuries and conditions.

Orthopedic Walk-In Clinic Hours: 
Monday – Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Walk-ins welcome. No appointment needed.

For more information, please call (818) 363-2273 
or visit www.scoi.com/locations/porter-ranch.

www.scoi.com

Porter Ranch
19950 Rinaldi Street, #100

Northridge, CA 91326
Phone: (818) 363-2273

ORTHOPEDIC
WALK-IN CLINIC
        SCOI AT PORTER RANCH

selection of paperback books all at a fraction of the cost of new.  Hardback books are 
$1 while paperbacks and videos are only 50 cents.  Go to http://laplchatsworthfriends.
org or call (818) 341-4276 for more information.

The Science of Happiness
 Therapist Elizabeth Jauregui will introduce you to the benefi ts of happiness to your 
overall mental wellness on Monday, April 23, 2 PM at Granada Hills Branch Library,
10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687. She will also discuss some practical methods that can 
be employed in your daily life.

STEAM Event
 Kids and Teens, come build a robot that can move and stop itself!  All materials will 
be provided, Tuesday, April 24th, 3:30 PM at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit 
Avenue, (818) 368-5687.
Cupcake Decorating
 Kids and Teens, join us for a fun cupcake decorating activity (cupcakes and all 
supplies provided!), Thursday, April 26, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 
Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

Free Movie Matinee
 On Thursday, April 26, at 1:30 PM in the Chatsworth Library Community Room 
there will be a free showing of Victoria and Abdul.  The movie is sponsored by the Friends 
of Chatsworth Library.  Light refreshments are available.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Children’s Sing-Along
 Performer Patti Hume will lead this bilingual sing-along in honor of Día de los Niños 
(Children’s Day), Saturday, April 28, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 
Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687. Everyone will be invited to sing, dance, and play percussion 
instruments.

Classic Car Show
 Classic Chevys Club - Car Show Fundraiser for the Rancho San Antonio Boys Town 
will be  held at the Rancho San Antonio Boys Town in Chatsworth, Sunday, May 6th from 
8:00am-3:00pm.  Open to the public with free admission for spectators. Show includes 
over 350 cars, vendor spaces featuring a broad selection of merchandise, raffl es, bake sale, 
and silent auction.  Awards will be given by the Chevy Club to the top 50 cars.  For those 
wanting to enter their classic cars and participate in the show, contact Classic Chevys 
Club at 818-360-9025.

Get a Posse – Sheriff Missing

L.A. Times Sues L.A. County 
Over Lack of Transparency

The Los Angeles Times reported that it has sued Los Angeles County, accusing 
it of repeatedly and routinely fl outing laws designed to ensure government 
transparency.

 Over the last year alone, county offi cials have refused to release information 
about the status of homicide investigations, allegations of sexual misconduct 
against prosecutors and even mundane information such as email addresses for 
Sheriff’s Department employees, the lawsuit says.
 County offi cials also ignored a request for copies of two instruction manuals 
coaching employees on how to respond to such requests, according to the lawsuit. 
One of the manuals is titled ``California Public Records Act `emergency Kit’ for 
County Counsel.”
 The California Public Records Act, like similar laws around the nation, 
was designed to ensure voters and taxpayers can quickly access the volumes 
of documents and data generated by public employees every day. With limited 
exceptions, such laws make information such as city contracts with vendors, local 
government payrolls and the written correspondences of public
offi cials open to inspection. The idea is to ensure transparency, but there is a 
constant tension between the public’s right to know and government offi cials’ 
desire to avoid embarrassment, or worse, The Times reported.
 ``It used to be much more common” for news outlets to sue to force compliance 
with the laws, Peter Scheer, a board member of the First Amendment Coalition, 
which advocates for open records, told The Times.

 LIVING IN A WORLD OF GOODNESS 
I wake up in the morning.

I realize that I’m alive. I’m aware.
And what about the world around me?

I generally see the world as good. 
Not everyone can see the world as good,

the homeless, the very ill, the hurting and others.
The news media makes it hard to see goodness. 
 Goodness is a way of thinking, a way of feeling.

Looking back at my life, at your lives, 
many of us grew up

with the idea of goodness.
Our parents said to us, 

you are a good boy, you are a good girl.
The word good is a basic part of our language.
It is heard in common, everyday expressions.
Good morning. Good afternoon. Good night.

Good feelings. Good times. 
Good friends. Good ideas. Good luck.

For me, I am living in a world of goodness.
© Norman Molesko, 2018
Ambassador For Seniors
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NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfiels, CA 93312
661-588-7953

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980     

MONTCLAIR          
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988        

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284 

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

21301 Victory Blvd., 
Canoga Park, CA 91303
21301 Victory Blvd., 

73rd A nniversary

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, 
delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge 
Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification 
may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. ±Leather Match upholstery features 
top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2018 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: April 10, 2018. Expires: April 30, 2018.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be 
charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole 
dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing 
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding 
taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should 
allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged 
on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum 
monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing 
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.

plus

10% off
‡‡73 MONTHS

no  interest* 
no  down 
      payment 

On purchases of $1799 or more with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 4/10/2018 
to 4/30/2018. Equal monthly payments required for 73 months. Ashley Furniture does 
not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of 
purchase. *See below for details.

plus 
25% off‡‡

24 
MONTHS   

no interest if paid in 
 full in 24 months†† 
no down payment 
no minimum purchase

On purchases with your Ashley 
Advantage™ credit card made 
4/10/2018 to 4/30/2018. Interest 
will be charged to your account from 
the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 24 
months. Minimum monthly payments 
required. ††See below for details.

or

Includes LAF sofa and corner chaise.
Pitkin 2 Piece Sectional

$107999
or $15
PER MONTH FOR 
73 MONTHS.‡ 

Reg. Price $1199.99

INCLUDES 
10% OFF. ‡ ‡

73 MONTHS 

24 MONTHS 
10%    OFF‡‡

25%    OFF‡‡

SPECIAL FINANCING
with $1799 minimum§

SPECIAL
FINANCING§

P
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