
Education  
Department Launches 

Investigation of 
UCLA, USC, USD

UCLA, USC and the University of San Diego were among 
eight universities notified they were under investigation by 
the Department of Education in connection with the college 

admissions scandal.
 Investigators would be looking into whether the schools violated 
laws ̀ `governing the Federal student financial aid programs’’ or other 
laws, according to a document reviewed by the political news website, 
Politico.
 If violations are found, the schools could be penalized up to 
having access to Pell Grants and federal student loans cut off.
 The schools were each notified they faced an investigation 
connected to the criminal charges federal prosecutors announced 
last month.
 The document stated the allegations made against the schools 
by the Justice Department ``raise questions about whether your 
institution is fully meeting its obligations,’’ Politico reported.
 In addition to UCLA and USC, presidents of Yale University, 
Wake Forest University, Stanford University, Georgetown University 
and the University of Texas at Austin received similar letters.
 The letters cite a wide range of federal education regulations 
and laws that investigators are exploring, including that universities 
receiving federal student aid must have proper procedures and 
policies to administer federal money, Politico said.
 As part of the investigation, the universities were ordered to 
provide a list of the names of all students whose admission was brought 
up in the Justice Department’s investigation.
 Education Department investigators also ordered the universities 
to turn over documents they used in marketing and promoting their 
schools, including any statement made to organizations that rank 
schools, such as U.S. News and World Report and internal control 
policies and procedures related to admissions for recruited athletes, 
the website said.
 Education Secretary Betsy DeVos has called the scandal 
``disgraceful’’ and urged her department to determine if any of the 
agency’s regulations had been violated.
 Thirteen people, including Hollywood actresses Lori Loughlin 
and Felicity Huffman, were arrested March 13 in connection with an 
alleged multimillion-dollar nationwide bribery scheme to get students 
into elite colleges, including USC, UCLA and Stanford.
 The alleged conspiracy focused on getting students admitted 
to prestigious universities as recruited athletes, regardless of their 
athletic abilities, and helping potential students cheat on their college 
exams, according to a 50-defendant indictment unsealed in federal 
court in Boston.
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 There’s no indication that the schools were involved 
in any of the wrongdoing.
 Loughlin, best known for her role in the sitcom 
``Full House,” and Huffman, who starred in the ABC 
show ``Desperate Housewives,” are charged with 
conspiracy to commit mail fraud and honest services 
fraud, according to the indictment.
 Huffman is accused of paying $15,000 disguised as 
a charitable donation to the Key Worldwide Foundation 
to aid her oldest daughter’s university prospects. A 
confidential informant told investigators that he told 
Huffman he could arrange for a third party to correct 
her daughter’s answers on the SAT after she took it, The 
Washington Post reported. She ended up scoring a 1420 
-- 400 points higher than she had gotten on a PSAT taken 
a year earlier.
 Huffman also contemplated running a similar 
scam to help her younger daughter, but ultimately did 
not pursue it, the complaint alleges.
 UCLA men’s soccer coach Jorge Salcedo, who 
is charged with conspiracy to commit racketeering 
for his alleged participation in the scheme, resigned. 
Salcedo, who had been UCLA’s coach since 2004, had 
been on leave since March 12 when federal authorities 
announced indictments in the case.
 USC last month fired senior associate athletic 
director Donna Heinel and USC water polo coach Jovan 
Vavic, who were among those indicted in the case.

Congressman
Brad Sherman
TELEPHONE TOWN HALL

   Tuesday, April 9
   7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

   (This meeting was originally 
scheduled for April 11.)

A telephone town hall operates like a 
large conference call. You will hear Rep. 
Sherman's opening remarks, with time for 
questions on any issue facing Congress.

To participate call (877) 229-8493 
any time during the Town Hall

and enter PIN #13402.
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LA and CA 
Politicians 

Believe Money 
Grows on Trees

By Jack Humphreville

The blue wave has caused politicians throughout the 
State to believe that money grows on trees in our back 
yards.  Many are planning tax, rate, and fee increases, 

including LAUSD, DWP, Metro, the City, and the State.  
But at the same time, all are experiencing record revenues.  

 The Los Angeles Unified School District voted in 
February to place on the June ballot a “leap of faith” parcel 
tax designed to raise $500 million.  This tax will be based 
on the square footage of any building in the 710 square mile 
area served by LAUSD.  This represents a 7% increase in 
our real estate taxes, although a heavier burden will be 
placed on commercial and industrial properties.  

 While the District will present us with a compelling 
case as to why we should approve this measure (“It’s for 
the kids!”), it has not addressed pension reform even 
though its ever increasing annual required contributions 
are eating the Department’s lunch, crowding out basic 
services.  Furthermore, the unfunded liability for pension 
and post-retirement medical benefits that exceeds $22 
billion will be a continuing burden for the District.  

 LAUSD has not downsized its bloated bureaucracy that has increased by 20% while enrollment 
has dropped by 30%.  Nor has LAUSD developed a system to reward excellent teachers as 
it still relies on seniority, making it very difficult to staff underserved communities and to 
jettison under-performing teachers who have tenure.   

 In February, Mayor Eric Garcetti announced two major initiatives for the 
Department of Water and Power that will end up costing more than $20 billion. This will 
result in massive increases in our already higher than expected rates. 

 On February 12, Garcetti announced that the Power System would discontinue the 
repowering of its three coastal natural gas fired generating stations and would rely on 
renewables and energy storage (batteries, pumped storage, compressed air) in its efforts 
to be carbon neutral by 2050.  Unfortunately, no information was provided by Garcetti 
or the Department on cost or the impact on rates.  

 On February 21, Garcetti announced an $8 billion plan to recycle 100% of the 
City’s wastewater by 2015, a program designed to provide the City with a third of its 
water by 2035.  A “Mulholland moment” according to Garcetti.  This plan to turn raw 
sewage into drinking water is better known as “toilet to tap.”  

 Of course, many have speculated that Garcetti’s timing of these initiatives is an 
attempt to deflect attention away the corruption and rats at City Hall, the same issues 
that contributed to his decision to end his quest for the White House. 

    *  *  *

 Metro has also gone off the rails, proposing a range of congestion taxes that range 
from $1.2 billion to $5 billion to $10 billion per year.  They tell us that these new funds 
will be used to speed up the completion of eight projects totaling $26 billion in time for 
2028 Olympics.  This Garcetti inspired Twenty-Eight By ’28 Program includes the $8.6 
billion Sepulveda Tunnel, a project that has no chance of being completed in time for the 
Olympics. See Congestion Pricing: Another Revenue Grab by Metro. 

 Metro has also taken aim at Uber and Lyft, blaming them in part for its declining 
ridership.  Under Metro’s plan, Uber and Lyft, and therefore its riders, will be tagged for 
between $40 to $550 million a year, or 20 cents to $2.75 per ride, respectively.    

 Metro is currently benefitting from $3 billion a year from sales taxes revenues.  
But it still is an inefficient organization, plagued by declining ridership, poor service, 
personal safety, cost overruns, questionable management, and too much meddling by the 
politically appointed Board. More money will only make matters worse by allowing for 
even more coverups.  

 Our friends in Sacramento are also busy trying to pick our pockets.  
Richard Bloom (Santa Monica) has proposed a $2 billion sugar tax on sodas.  
Governor Newsom has proposed a 95 cent a month water tax that would raise over 

$100 million to fund water improvements in rural, underserved communities, primarily 
in the Central Valley.  

Newsom is also considering a monthly tax on mobile phones and landlines to raise 
over $100 million to improve the State’s 911 emergency notification system, especially 
given the recent wildfires. 

The Legislature is considering a 10% Oil and Gas Severance Tax that would raise 
$900 million for the State’s General Fund, even though past efforts has failed. 

The Split Roll is on the 2020 ballot. If passed by the voters, it will raise an estimated 
$10 billion for local governments from the owners of commercial and industrial properties 
that would be valued at their market value, not their purchase price. 

There are even rumblings in the Sacramento to overturn Proposition 13 in its entirety.  
While this would raise billions, it will have a devastating impact on the value of single 
family and multifamily residences. 

It is strange that our politicians are asking for even billions more of our hard earned 
money when they are experiencing record revenues.  Of course, this raises many questions 
which need to be answered in a straight forward manner, void of campaign rhetoric, if the 
politicians want to earn our vote.  Otherwise, we need to say no at the polls.   

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)  -  CtyWatchLA

Why Social Justice Is 
Killing Synagogues

and Churches
By Joel Kotkin

If you go into a Reform or Conservative temple, it’s likely that you will notice two things: 
The congregation is becoming smaller and older. Across the United States and Europe, 
Jewish congregations are aging at a rapid rate, a phenomenon increasingly common for 

mainstream religions across the high-income world.
 Overall, the American Jewish population—unlike that of demographically robust 

Israel—is on the decline, with a loss of 300,000 members over the past decade, a number 
expected to drop further by 2050. The median age of members of Reform congregations is 
54, and only 17 percent of members say they attend religious services even once a month. 
Four-fifths of the movement’s youth are gone by the time they graduate high school. The 
conservative movement is, if anything, in even worse shape: At its height, in 1965, the 
Conservative movement had 800 affiliated synagogues throughout the United States and 
Canada; by 2015 that number had fallen to 594.

 But Jews, and their religious institutions, should not feel singled out. The share 
of Americans who belong to the Catholic Church has declined from 24 percent in 2007 
to 21 percent in 2014, a more rapid decline according to Pew, then any other religious 
organization in memory. There are 6.5 former Catholics in the U.S. for every new convert 
to the faith, not a number suggesting a very sunny future. (Continued on page 4)
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College Cheating Scandal
By Walter E.Williams

 The mainstream Protestant churches are not exactly 
filling the sanctuaries either. Some, like the internally conflicted 
Methodists have seen their number of North American 
congregants drop from 15 million in 1970 to barely half that 
today. Since 2007 alone, America’s mainstream churches have 
lost 5 million members, and even the once vibrant evangelical 
movement is losing adherents outside of the developing world. 
Ever more churches, particularly in urban areas, are being 
abandoned, turned into bars, restaurants, and luxury condos. 
And nothing augurs worse for the future than the fact that 
American millennials are leaving religious institutions at a rate 
four times that of their counterparts three decades ago; almost 
40 percent of people 18 to 29 are not unaffiliated.

 This decline is not necessarily a reflection of less spiritual 
feeling: Two-thirds of unaffiliated Americans still believe in 
God or a universal spirit. The Pew poll shows that since 2012, 
the share of Americans who describe themselves as “spiritual 
but not religious” has surged from 19 percent to 27 percent five 
years later.

 
     *  *  *

 Why, then, the decline in religion? For one thing, young 
Americans have different habits. Rather than join institutions, 
millennials, argued Wade Clark Roof, author of the book 
Spiritual Marketplace, are indulging in a kind of “grazing,” 
finding their spiritual fixes in various different places rather 
than any one organized church. As sociologists Robert Putnam 
and David Campbell explained, those in this age group “reject 
conventional religious affiliation, while not entirely giving up 
their religious feelings.”

 But the consumption habits of the young aren’t the only 
reason for America’s religious drought. Religious institutions 
and ideas are currently under political attack, predominantly 
from the left, with some progressives, such as California’s 
Dianne Feinstein or New Jersey’s Cory Booker, appearing to 
see embrace of Christian dogma, or even membership in such 
anodyne organizations as the Knights of Columbus, as cause for 
exclusion from high judicial office.

 This trend is reinforced by the media, which is often 
dismissive of traditional faith. There has been a powerful 
tendency to demonize and suggest the worst of motives among 
the faithful, which was evident in the rush to judgment about the 
alleged racism of the Covington, Kentucky, religious students. 
Before the facts proved claims of racism to be false, newspaper 
accounts and tweets from journalists endorsed actions against 
the students, sometime including violence, in ways more 
reminiscent of Joseph Goebbels than Joseph Pulitzer.

 As in many cases, this bias reflects the groupthink 
nurtured at our leading universities. Evangelicals and religious 
conservatives barely exist in the country’s leading theological 
seminaries, where they are outnumbered, by some estimates, 
70 to 1 by liberals, and evidence suggests that those espousing 
traditional religious views are widely discriminated against in 
academic departments.

 Deep blue cities and the progressive feeding lots of the 
academy—strongholds of progressivism—are precisely where 
support for such anti-Jewish measures as the BDS movement is 
strongest. Anti-Semitism is particularly rife not in conservative 
Southern schools but in progressive places like San Francisco 
State; in that city, the ultimate progressive stronghold, a leftist 
gay Jewish café owner recently has been subject to repeated 
protes This alliance with anti-Semites and those opposing the 
existence of the state of Israel pushes the limits of cognitive 
dissonance. Jews in the U.K. are confronted with Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn, who defends not only anti-Zionist but also 
traditional anti-Semitic tropes. Recently progressive heartthrob 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, herself an adopter of anti-Israel 
memes about Gaza and other occupied areas, gushed over her 
recent “lovely and wide-reaching” conversation with Corbyn, 
the West’s most politically prominent Judeophobe.

 Indeed, despite the impression left by some progressive 
Jews, the largest threat to Jews in America stems not from 
the isolated and pathetically small lunatic fringe of white 
supremacists. The most anti-Israel members of Congress, as 
well as on the local level, come primarily not from the right 
wing of the GOP but the burgeoning left wing of the Democratic 
Party. Democratic voters—as well as key constituencies like 
minorities and millennials—poll consistently less sympathetic 
to both Jews and Israel than older, generally white Republicans.

 Is there a way back from this sorry state of affairs?
 However satisfying to its practitioners, the emphasis on 

social justice is clearly not attracting more worshippers. Almost 
all the religious institutions most committed to this course are 
also in the most serious decline, most notably mainstream 
Protestants but also, Catholics and Reform and Conservative 
Jews. The rapidly declining Church of England, which is down 
to 2 percent share among British youth.

 Orthodox Jews and evangelicals may be finding 
common ground, then, but the future of religion overall 
does not seem a bright one. It’s hard to imagine most young 
Jews becoming Orthodox, or casual Christians embracing 
en masse Mormonism or evangelical Christianity. Instead, 
the future seems to point to a smaller, more conservative 
religious community, isolated amidst an increasingly 
secularized culture.

 (Joel Kotkin is the R.C. Hobbs Presidential Fellow in 
Urban Futures at Chapman University in Orange. He is an 
occasional contributor to CityWatch. This piece appeared 
most recently in New Geography.)  

    -  CityWatchLA

Why Social Justice Is 
Killing Synagogues

and Churches
(Continued from page 3)

Yes, There’s a Crisis at the Border
By Rich Lowry

Federal prosecutors have charged more than 50 people 
involved in cheating and bribery in order to get 
their children admitted to some of the nation’s most 

prestigious colleges and universities such as Georgetown, 
Yale, Stanford, University of Texas, University of Southern 
California and UCLA. They often paid more than $100,000 
to rig SAT or ACT exams. In some instances, they bribed 
college officials and secured their children’s admissions to 
elite schools through various fraud schemes. As corrupt and 
depraved as these recent revelations are, they are only the 
tip of the iceberg of generalized college corruption and gross 
dishonesty.
 According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 70 percent 
of white high school graduates in 2016 enrolled in college, 
and 58 percent of black high school graduates enrolled 
in college. However, that year only 37 percent of white 
high school graduates tested as college-ready but colleges 
admitted 70 percent of them. Roughly 17 percent of black 
high school graduates tested as college-ready but colleges 
admitted 58 percent of them.
 About 40 percent of college freshmen must take at least 
one remedial course. To deal with ill-prepared students, 
professors dumb down their courses so that students can 
get passing grades. Colleges also set up majors with little 
or no academic content so as to accommodate students 
with limited academic abilities. Such majors often include 
the term “studies”: ethnic studies, cultural studies, gender 
studies or American studies. The major selected by the 
most ill-prepared students, sadly enough, is education. 
When students’ SAT scores are ranked by intended 
major, education majors place 26th on a list of 38. 
 One gross example of administrative dishonesty 
surfaced at the University of North Carolina. A learning 
specialist hired to help UNC athletes found that 60 percent 
of the 183 members of the football and basketball teams 
read between fourth- and eighth-grade levels. About 10 
percent read below a third-grade level. These athletes both 
graduated from high school and were admitted to UNC. 
More than likely, UNC is not alone in these practices because 
sports are the money-making center of many colleges.

 It’s nearly impossible to listen to college presidents, 
provosts and other administrators talk for more than 15 
minutes or so before the words diversity and inclusion drop 
from their lips. But there’s a simple way to determine just 
how committed they are to their rhetoric. Ask your average 
college president, provost or administrator whether he 
bothers promoting political diversity among faculty. I’ll 
guarantee that if he is honest — or even answers the question 
— he will say he doesn’t believe in that kind of diversity 
and inclusion. According to a recent study, professors who 
are registered Democrats outnumber their Republican 
counterparts by a 12-1 ratio. In some departments, such as 
history, Democratic registered professors outnumber their 
Republican counterparts by a 33-1 ratio.

 The fact is that when college presidents and their 
coterie talk about diversity and inclusion, they’re talking 
mostly about pleasing mixtures of race and sex. Years ago, 
their agenda was called affirmative action, racial preferences 
or racial quotas. These terms fell out of favor and usage as 
voters approved initiatives banning choosing by race and 
courts found solely race-based admissions unconstitutional. 
People had to repackage their race-based agenda and 
call it diversity and inclusion. Some were bold enough to 
argue that “diversity” produces educational benefits to all 
students, including white students. Nobody has bothered 
to scientifically establish just what those benefits are. For 
example, does a racially diverse undergraduate student body 
lead to higher scores on graduate admissions tests such as 
the GRE, LSAT and MCAT? By the way, Israel, Japan and 
South Korea are among the world’s least racially diverse 
nations. In terms of academic achievement, their students 
run circles around diversity-crazed Americans.
 I’m not sure about what can be done about education. 
But the first step toward any solution is for the American 
people to be aware of academic fraud that occurs at every 
level of education.

 (Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at 
George Mason University.)  -  Creators Syndicate 

W
e interrupt the talk of the president “manufacturing” a 
crisis at the border with this hair-raising report about 
the crisis at the border.

Alarming new numbers about border apprehensions 
from U.S. Customs and Border Protection should puncture 
the lazy conventional wisdom about the border being 
under control. 

All during the fight over a border wall, we were told 
by the media and progressives commentators that the border 
is practically locked down because apprehensions are down 
from highs in the 2000s.

More than 76,000 migrants were apprehended crossing 
the southern border in February, the highest February in 
more than 10 years and the highest month of the Trump 
administration. The number of apprehensions tops any 
month during the 2014 border surge under President Barack 
Obama, which no one had a problem calling a crisis at the 
time.

Every indication is that the situation is going to get worse. 
We could be about to experience a migrant surge worthy of 
Angela Merkel at her most open-handed, even though, in 
immigration terms, Viktor OrbÃ¡n—the Hungarian prime 
minister who favors tough border enforcement—is president.

 The commentary and fact-checks about there being 

no crisis have missed, or deliberately ignored, the changing 
nature of border apprehensions.

Yes, there were more overall apprehensions in the 2000s. 
But it was a different population, made up overwhelmingly of 
adult males from Mexico who might be apprehended trying 
to cross multiple times and were reliably returned home 
when they were caught. Now, we are apprehending people 
but not returning them.

Migrants are coming in greater numbers from Central 
American countries instead of Mexico, and are primarily 
families and children. In an astonishing shift, in 2012, 10 
percent of apprehended migrants were families and children; 
in recent months, it’s been 61 percent.

The rules for dealing with migrants from noncontiguous 
countries and with family units make it all but impossible to 
swiftly return or detain them, not to mention that our physical 
facilities were built with single adults in mind.

There is no mechanism to return these migrants home, 
to hold them after they cross the border, or to remove them 
once they are in the interior. And word has gotten out. There’s 
a reason that the subset of migrants that we can’t stop from 
getting into the country is rapidly growing.
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Incompetence, 
Not Collusion

By Linda Chavez

Sitting in the greenroom with me as we were about to go on 
air on one of the cable news shows a couple of months ago, 
a Trump supporter told me: “Linda, I saw the Trump 

campaign up close in 2016. They couldn’t have colluded their 
way out of a paper bag.” It was an odd defense — basically, 
incompetence — of the oft-repeated charge that the campaign 
had colluded with Russia during the presidential election. 
But at the time, it struck me as plausible, if not probable. It 
appears special counsel Robert Mueller agreed.
 A week after Mueller submitted his report to the attorney 
general, we still don’t know exactly what is in its 300-or-more 
pages, but we do know that the special counsel concluded that 
the president and his campaign did not conspire with a foreign 
adversary to subvert the presidential election. This is a good 
thing, about which we should all breathe a sigh of relief. But 
that does not mean that the nearly two-year investigation was 
a waste of time and money, or that it was launched by a group 
of zealous partisans in the intelligence community to try to 
overturn the results of the election, as the president and his 
allies have charged.
 Russia did indeed interfere in the 2016 election — and 
tries to interfere in our elections to this day. But that does not 
mean that Russian interference elected Donald Trump. I have 
always believed that Russia’s intentions were to sow chaos 
and doubt about the democratic process — and it succeeded 
wildly at doing just that. No doubt Vladimir Putin detested 
Hillary Clinton and saw Trump as a more malleable foe, but 
the real goal was to undermine the trust of the American 
people in their own system. Unfortunately, Putin’s objectives 
are furthered by those on the left and the right when one side 
claims widespread disenfranchisement and voter suppression, 
and the other complains of a deep state unaccountable to 
elections. Both complaints are wrong. Our electoral system 
may not be perfect, but apathy is a far greater problem than 
voter suppression; and bureaucracies and the administrative 
state notwithstanding, elections do have consequences.

  *  *  *
 It will be some time before we know more about Mueller’s 
findings — a matter of weeks, not months, according to the 
attorney general. The Democratic-controlled House may 
try to speed up the process through subpoenas or taking the 
issue to court, but we will see most, if not all, the substantive 
evidence investigators unearthed soon enough. It is hard to 
imagine that the president and his team will come off looking 
good when we see the final picture. We will learn just how 
many times Russians reached out to the campaign. We will 
find out if anyone put their loyalties to a particular candidate 
aside to pick up the phone and alert the authorities. We will get 
some insight into why so many Trump associates, according to 

their own admissions and guilty pleas, lied to investigators 
and Congress when asked about their interactions with 
Russian officials and emissaries. It may all come down 
to stupidity and incompetence, as my Trump-supporting 
fellow pundit suggested, but it will serve as a warning sign 
to this and future campaigns. Beware of Russians (or any 
foreign government) bearing gifts.
 Unfortunately, President Trump is a slow learner 
and he’s now on the attack, calling the investigation 
“treasonous” and promising to hunt down those who 
helped initiate it. Politics is a rough game, but the 
president, who has bullied his way through life, seems 
unprepared to take his lumps as they come. It is a sign 
of health, not weakness, that investigators looked into the 
president’s actions and those of his subordinates. It is hard 
to imagine that Republicans would have turned a blind 
eye if they had learned that former President Barrack 
Obama or operatives in his campaign held multiple secret 
meetings with Russian operatives in 2008, or that Hillary 
Clinton did so in 2016.
 President Trump should let it go — and be thankful 
that Robert Mueller acted with honor and without 
partisanship.
 (Linda Chavez is chair of the Center for Equal 
Opportunity and a senior fellow at the Niskanen Center.)

 - Creators Syndicate.

The trend is for these migrants to come by bus, reducing 
the trek to days, and to travel in large groups. In recent months, 
70 groups larger than a hundred showed up. There were just 13 
such groups the year before, and two the year before that. They 
simply turn themselves in because they know they will make it 
into the country.

 The system is overloaded. According to The New York 
Times, a group housing immigrants in El Paso, Texas, had 3,600 
migrants released to its care in one week in February, the most 
in one week since the group started more than 40 years ago.

 Once they arrive, the migrants are unlikely to be made 
to leave. ICE has limited resources and more urgent priorities, 
even if the necessary detention space existed.

 Needless to say, a spiraling border crisis is maddening for 
a president committed to controlling the border, which is why 
we’ve seen such frenetic activity from Trump.

 He’s tried to prosecute all adults crossing the border 
illegally, and had to abandon it in the (understandable) firestorm 
over the resulting family separations. He’s tried to jawbone 
Mexico into helping, with some success, although migrants are 
still traveling through Mexico in large numbers. He’s tried to 
tighten up asylum policy, but been blocked in the courts. He’s 
tried to get Congress to fix the rules for dealing with migrants, 
to no avail. And, of course, he’s tried to build a wall.

Crisis at the Border
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Is there someone in your life you hope will come to know Jesus and be saved? Pray for that 
person! God hears your prayers. Pray boldly. Pray consistently. It could make an eternal 
difference in a person’s life—even if it takes years and years for you to see the results. Let’s 

take a look at four spectacular things that happen when the component of prayer begins to be 
activated in your life:

1. PRAYER WILL SHIFT YOUR HEART
Complacency and apathy have no place in the hearts of those whose lives 

have been radically transformed by Jesus. We must carry a deep concern for those 
who are lost and spend time in prayer for them. When you pray earnestly for 
people who need salvation, something begins to shift inside your heart—just as it 
did, literally, for dear John Hyde.

Paul was also very passionate about prayer. In Romans 10:1, he wrote, 
“Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that 
they may be saved.” In Romans 9:3–4, he made a stunning statement that he was 
willing to be cursed and go to hell forever if through that one decision, his entire 
brethren would come to know Jesus Christ. Later, we learn in Ephesians 3:8–9 
and Galatians 2:9 that God appointed Paul to bring the Gospel to the Gentiles 
(everyone who is not Jewish by birth). And in 1 Timothy 2:1–4, Paul urged believers 
to pray to God on behalf of all people—whether they are in high positions or low. 

John Hyde and the apostle Paul teach us that prayer nurtures, develops, and increases 
the burden in our heart for lost people. Today, would you say this prayer? “God, please 
forgive me because I have been indifferent to the lost people around me. Please shift my 

What Happens When 
You Pray?

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
heart to be like Yours, deeply concerned for those who need salvation. In Jesus’ name, I 
pray. Amen.”

2. PRAYER OPENS THE DOOR OF OPPORTUNITIES
Have you ever wanted to share your faith with someone but you felt as though there 

was a wall standing between you and that person? Or perhaps you’ve tried, and you end up 
feeling as though a door was slammed in your face. (Or maybe a door was literally 
slammed in your face!) I’m sure many Christians have experienced this, and it’s 
easy to become discouraged or lose hope that you can make a difference. But let’s 
examine for a moment a key in Colossians 4:3. Toward the end of his letter to the 
believers living in Colossae, Paul wrote, “And pray for us, too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ . . .” 

Prayer is the key to opening new doors of opportunity to share the Gospel. 
We know that God opened the door for Paul to share the Good News with both 
Jews and Gentiles, women, men, prison guards, and kings. I believe that it pleases 
the Lord when we pray and ask Him to open the door for His message of truth. 
We demonstrate our willingness to be used as His vessels. I also believe God will 

respond in a powerful way by opening doors, moving things around behind the scenes, 
and providing a way where no way seemed possible before. 

 3. PRAYER GIVES YOU BOLDNESS
When doors of opportunity open, not everyone is ready to charge through them. 

Some people wouldn’t hesitate to move forward at the sight of a divine appointment 
unfolding before their eyes. But others could find themselves in a Jonah type of response—

hightailing it in the opposite direction! We discussed in the 
last chapter that the number one thing that keeps people 
from sharing their faith is fear. But the good news is, not 
only does a life of prayer open doors, but it also gives you a 
supernatural dose of boldness to carpe diem—seize the day! 

This is exactly what happened to the disciples right 
after Jesus was taken up to heaven. The Bible says in Acts 
4:31, “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 
was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke the word of God boldly.”

In Ephesians 6:19, Paul urged the church at Ephesus 
to pray for him that he would boldly fearlessly preach the 
Gospel. Like a fresh, bubbling spring of water, boldness to 
speak God’s Word will flow from the inside of you when you 
pray. Then those divine intersections become a lot less scary 
and much more inviting!

4. PRAYER WILL GIVE YOU THE WORDS TO SAY
Okay, so now you’ve got a heart that’s burdened for 

the lost. God has opened the door of opportunity to share 
His message, and He’s given you boldness through prayer. 
What are you going to say to someone who needs Christ? We 
find one of the greatest encouragements with regard to this 
question in Isaiah 50:4: “The Sovereign Lord has given me 
a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the 
weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to 
listen like one being instructed.”

God will instruct your tongue to speak exactly the 
right words to those who are weary and weak in spirit! 
What an incredible promise! This type of divine instruction 
comes by two actions. First, by spending time in God’s 
Word. Second, by praying and asking God to give you the 
right words to say. Like Isaiah, morning by morning may 
you wake up with the desire to hear from the Lord as He 
instructs your tongue what to say. 

(Dudley Rutherford is the senior pastor of Shepherd 
Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has four 
campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect 
with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.)
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 Trump’s rhetoric may be over the top and his focus on 
the wall too monomaniacal, but the impulse to get a handle on 
this is absolutely correct.

 First, there’s the question of basic sovereignty. If we are 
going to welcome a large number of migrants—and over time 
perhaps a significant portion of the population—from three 
or four foreign countries, we should make that decision as a 
conscious policy, rather than slip-sliding into it unawares.

 Then, there’s the matter of assimilation and legality. 
Poorly educated immigrants, like the ones coming from 
Central America, have the hardest time assimilating, and 
they will lack legal status on top of it. We are adding the next 
tranche of so-called Dreamers who will require yet another 
amnesty.

 But we are at a stalemate. The N.Y. Times editorialized 
that Trump declared “that there’s a crisis at the border, 
contrary to all evidence.” Then, the paper ran a news story 
headlined, “Border at ˜Breaking Point’ as More than 76,000 
Migrants Cross in a Month.”

 Both of those pieces can’t be right. There’s 
manufacturing a crisis, then there’s ignoring one for fear of 
conceding anything to Trump.

  -  Jewish World Review

(Continued from page 5)
Crisis at the Border
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Congressman Brad Sherman

TELEPHONE TOWN HALL 

TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019

7:00 -	 8:30 pm

A Telephone Town Hall operates like a large conference 
call, you will hear Rep. Sherman’s opening remarks and 
then ask questions on any issue facing Congress.  

To Participate call (877) 229-8493 any time during the 

Town Hall and enter PIN# 13402. 

Sierra Canyon High School

Blazing A Trail to State 
Championships

By David Powell for the Valley Voice

The prep basketball season has concluded and it could 
not have had a better ending for Sierra Canyon.  Both 
the girls and boys teams had memorable seasons.

   The girl’s team ended the year with a stellar 33-1 
record.  Winning the Gold Coast League, they then 
competed in the regional playoffs.  In a first round 
match-up with Clovis North (Fresno) SC dominated 
the Broncos in a 59-41 victory.  The semifinal round 
was a rematch with Windward – the only team to 
defeat the Trailblazers this year (in the sectional 
playoffs a week earlier).  
 This time the result was far different, with the 
SC girls posting a convincing 49-36 win.  Shutting 
down Windward’s offense was crucial for the win.  On 
offense Vanessa De Jesus and Angela Bacoulis (3 three 
point baskets) led the scoring.  With the victory, the 
Trailblazers moved on to the Open Division regional 
finals as they faced number one seed Clovis West Golden 
Eagles (Fresno) in an away game.
 
  *  *  *
 With the game in Fresno, the crowd was loudly 
supporting the home team.  The Trailblazers fell behind 
early and trailed 14-25 after one quarter.  It did not get 
better, as the team trailed by 20, with minutes midway 
through the second quarter.  The Blazers managed to 
cut the deficit to eleven points by half time (35-46).  In 
the second half Clovis West cooled off while the SC team 
got hot.  Alexis Mark scored a team high 25 points and 
Ashley Chevalier accounted for 16 points in the second 
half in leading Sierra Canyon to an improbable 74-70 
win over the top seeded Golden Eagles.  With the win 
the Trailblazers captured the regional title and moved 
on to play Pinewood (Los Altos Hills) for the State Open 
Division championship in Sacramento.  Sierra Canyon 
claimed the title with a 69-51 defeat of the Pinewood 
Panthers.  On defense SC held the Panther’s stars 
Hanna Jump (Stanford commit) and Klara Astrom 
(Yale commit) to 15 points.  On offense Ashley Chevalier 
(20 points), Vanessa De Jesus (17 points), and Amanda 
Olinger (15 points) led the scoring.
 This was the SC girl’s fourth state title – the first in 
the Open Division.  With only two seniors on the team, a 
fifth title could be possible for the team ranked number 
one in California and top ten nationally at season’s end.
 Also ranked number one in California as well as 

nationally, the Sierra Canyon boys team 
ended the season 32-3.  After securing the 
title in the CIF-SS Open Division, the team 
advanced to the regional playoffs.  In the 
first round the Trailblazers routed the 
Torrey Pines Falcons 82-38.  Advancing 
to the semifinal round, they matched up 
with a talented Westchester team.  In a 
close back and forth game, SC defeated 
the Comets 65-60 to reach the final round 
and play for the regional title.  This game 
was a rematch with Mater Dei, a team 
they defeated a month earlier.  The two 
teams were evenly matched and traded 
baskets and the lead for three quarters, 
with neither team establishing a significant 
lead.  In the third quarter alone there were 
seven lead changes.  In the final quarter 
the Trailblazers began to build a lead as 
they posted a ten point victory (83-73).  
KJ Martin had a spectacular game as he 
totaled 30 points, connecting on 14 of 15 
shot attempts.  Scotty Pippen, Jr added 16 
points, and Cassius Stanley contributed 15 
points as the Blazers captured the Regional Open title and the 
opportunity to play Sheldon, the winner of the northern regional.  
This game would be for the State Open Division championship.  
The game, played at Sacramento Golden 1 Center, pitted the 
Blazers against the Sheldon Huskies.
  
   *  *  *
 Despite many turnovers, Sierra Canyon led 14-11 as the first 
quarter ended.  A 15-0 scoring run in the second quarter resulted 
in a 42-25 SC advantage at the half.  The Trailblazers extended 
the lead to 60-39 after the third quarter, with the final score being 
76-52.  Sierra Canyon is the only team to win two consecutive 
State Open Division championships.  They also set a record 
for the widest winning margin (24 points).  Scoring on 10 of 17 
shot attempts, KJ Martin was the leading scorer with 23 points.  
Cassius Stanley contributed 20 points.
 It was another great season and a memorable night for Coach 
Andre Chevalier.  Not only did his team win another State Open 
Division championship, but he saw his daughter, Ashley, a junior 
on the SC girls’ team, star as her team also won a State Open 
Division title.  It was a great day for Sierra Canyon, the boys and 
girls basketball teams, their coaches, and the Chevalier family. 

KJ Martin (#4) had awesome performances in the playoffs.
Photo by David Powell



April, 2019 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 8

LOCAL Events

I T ' S  A L L  H E R E

TOPANGA | THE VILLAGE

TOPANGA | THE VILLAGETOPANGA | THE VILLAGE

› ANTHROPOLOGIE 
› EVERYTHING BUT WATER 

› SWEETFIN POKE
› THE CHILDREN’S PLACE

› TOMMY BAHAMA 

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

CalRTA Meeting
 On April 12th, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA 
meeting will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 
18401 Lassen St. in Northridge. All retired teachers are 
welcome to come join us to hear the latest about your 
pensions, health issues, and more such as scams aimed 
at retirees, plus consider joining us for lunch after the 
meeting. To make lunch reservations, contact Nancy 
Gohata at (818) 371-8013.

Celebrating Earth Day
 Join Council District 12, North Valley YMCA and 
other local service organizations for a major Earth 
Day clean-up on Saturday, April 13 to help remove 
litter and pollution from Limekiln Canyon Park. 
Registration starts at 8:30 am, clean-up from 9:00 to 
12:00 noon. Parking on north side of the In Christ 
Community Church, 19514 Rinaldi Street in Porter 
Ranch. Please RSVP by emailing Jessica.Strobel@
lacity.org or calling (818) 882-1212. 

SFVMC Concert
 Join us April 13 at 7:30 PM at First Presbyterian 
Church of Encino, 4963 Balboa Blvd. for “The Music 
Between Us,” a whirlwind trip around the world with 
the voices of your very own San Fernando Valley Master 
Chorale. Featuring a collection of choral arrangements 
of traditional music from various countries. Tickets and 
info at www.sfvmc.com. 

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, as 
Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford tells the inspiring 
resurrection story of Jesus Christ — a timeless event 
over 2,000 years ago that fulfilled God’s redemption 
plan and brought hope for all mankind! You’ll 
experience uplifting contemporary & dynamic music, 
and have the opportunity to take communion, pray, 
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome! The 
church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter 
Ranch.  Good Friday, April 19 at 7 pm; Saturday, April 
20 at 5 pm & 7 pm; Sunday, April 21 at 7 am, 9 am & 
11 am. Spanish translation at all services. For more 
information, contact gancheta@shepherdchurch.com 
or call (818) 831-9333.

Victory for Victims 10K & 5K
 The 17th Annual Victory for Victims Run will be 
on Saturday, April 20 at Woodley Park, Van Nuys. This 
event is sponsored by Dignity Health of the Northridge 
Medical Center and Center for Assault Treatment 
Services (CATS) and benefits CATS’ mission to provide 
24/7 services to victims of sexual assault, human 
trafficking, and domestic violence. The runs include 
a 10 K river run, a 5 K walk/run, a kids fun run, and 
1-mile dog-friendly walk sponsored by the American 
Kennel Club. For full details and registration, visit  
www.supportnorthridge.org/events/victory-for-victims

Circus Vargas – The Big One Is Back!
 The Big One is Back with “The Greatest of Ease’ bringing 
acrobats, daredevils and flying trapeze! Join us in celebrating, 
Circus Vargas’ 50th anniversary extravaganza, an homage 
to the golden era of circus in America, in Woodland Hills at 
Westfield Promenade April 25th through May 13th! 
 All aboard our spectacular circus steam engine as 
we ride the railways back in time, to relive the nostalgia of 
yesteryear!  Marvel at the sights and sounds emanating from 
the big top, just as audiences did decades ago! 
 Run away with the circus, for two unforgettable hours 
of nonstop action and adventure, as we transport you 
back through the ages of circus history and tradition!  A 
magnificent, mega-hit production guaranteed to thrill and 
enchant children of all ages …only at Circus Vargas, where 
memories are made and cherished for a lifetime!
 Circus Vargas presents “The Greatest of Ease,” circus as 
it should be seen…under the Big Top!  
 Always fun for the entire family, Circus Vargas’ 
incredible new 2019 production highlights an amazing cast 
of world- renowned performers! Death- Defying Acrobats, 
Daredevils, Aerialists, Jugglers, Contortionists, Clowns, 
Motorcycles and much, much, more!
 For Circus Vargas performance dates, times and 
to purchase tickets, visit www.circusvargas.com, call 
877-GOTFUN-1 (877-468-3861) or visit the box office at each 
location. Follow Circus Vargas on Facebook and Twitter for 
updates, discounts and behind the scenes video. 

Chatsworth Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will have a Mystery 
Month on April 3 at 1:30 pm.  Participants are invited to talk 
about any mystery book they have read that they think will be 
of interest to others.  The book club meets the first Wednesday 
of the month at 1:30 pm in the Library Community Room.  
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in 
Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 341-4276.

The Passion Play
 The Passion Play will celebrate its 27th year in 
production in 2019. Hosted by Shepherd Church, The 
Passion Play runs from April 7, 12-14. It is considered the 
last remaining musical production in Southern California 
that chronicles the last days of Jesus Christ on earth. This 
annual event has become a local tradition for thousands of 
Angelinos as they prepare to celebrate Easter. Tickets on sale 
at the Ticket office (email: tickets@shepherdchurch.com or 
call 818-831 7880). You can also purchase your tickets online 
at sheptix.com. Shepherd Church is located at 19700 Rinaldi 
Street in Porter Ranch.

Telephone Town Hall
 Congressman Brad Sherman is hosting a Telephone 
Town Hall on Tuesday, April 9th at 7:00 – 8:30 pm.  A 
Telephone Town Hall operates like a large conference call. 
You will hear Rep. Sherman’s opening remarks and then 
ask questions on any issue facing Congress. To participate, 
call (877) 229-8493 anytime during the Town Hall and 
enter PIN# 13402.

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.

No faxes, phone calls or mail. 
 Rachel Reiter, 

Local Events Coordinator

Easter Egg Hunt
 Our Redeemer Lutheran Church at 8520 Winnetka 
Ave. in Winnetka will hold their Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 20th beginning at 10:30am.  All children 
newborn through 5th grade are welcome to “hunt” in age 
appropriate areas for the 2,500+ hidden filled eggs.  The 
Children’s Ministry will also have gift basket drawings, a 
live band performing plus decorated areas for photo 
opportunities.  And there’s hot dogs and mac and cheese for 
lunch. Everything is free. Please bring a basket or bag for 
your child to hold their goodies and come early so they don’t 
miss the fun of finding the hidden eggs.  Call 818/341-3460 
or check our website at http://www.our-redeemer.org/ for 
more information.  

Poetry for Teens
 On Tuesday, April 23 at 3:30 PM in the Chatsworth 
Library teens will get to be creative and make not only a 
poem, but a piece of art in this Blackout Poetry program.  
Up cycling a page from a discarded book, teens will be 
challenged to find the poem using the existing words on 
the pages.  The pages will then be decorated.  The library 
is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For 
more information call (818) 341-4276.

Free Movie Matinee
 On Thursday, April 25 at 1:30 PM in the Chatsworth 
Library Community Room there will be a free showing 
of A Star is Born.  The movie is sponsored by the Friends of 
Chatsworth Library.  Light refreshments are available.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Pancake Breakfast
 The S.O.L.I.D. all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast will 
be on Saturday, April 27th, 8-11 am at LAPD Devonshire 
Division, 10250 Etiwanda Ave. in Northridge. Enjoy 
delicious pancakes, LAPD displays, and games for kids 
all while supporting LAPD Devonshire Division. Tickets 
available at the event are $9 per person for the pancake 
breakfast (kids 3 and under eat free).  For more information, 
call (818) 925-8335 or visit www.soliddevonshire.org.

Treasures of Japan
 On Saturday, April 27 at 1:00 PM, the Chatsworth 
Library will host a program of Japanese drumming, 
storytelling, music, and dance.  The library is located 
at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more 
information call (818) 341-4276.
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ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

LAUSD Parcel Tax: Damned If You 
Do, Damned If You Don’t

By Jack Humphreville

Quality Teacher, Class Size Reduction, And Local School Safety Measure: To retain/attract quality teachers; 
reduce class sizes; provide counseling/nursing/library services, arts, music, science, math, preschool, 
vocational/career education, safe/well-maintained schools, adequate instructional materials/supplies; 

support disadvantaged/homeless students; shall Los Angeles Unified School District levy $0.16 per square foot 
of building improvements annually, exempting seniors/certain disability recipients, providing approximately 
$500,000,000 annually for 12 years, requiring annual audits, oversight, and funding local schools? 

Congratulations 
Governor Newsom—
You Just Ended Your 

Political Career
By Kenneth S. Alpern

It’s one thing to be critical of President Donald Trump’s 
managerial style, and it’s another thing to be critical 
about it and be the same guy...and I’m looking at YOU, 

Governor Gavin Newsom. 
 You’re no civil rights icon...you’re just a tyrant. What 
you did with your reprieving (temporarily, thank goodness) 
some of the worst monsters on Death Row based on a host of 
false narratives is an abuse of your gubernatorial power as 
much as when Jerry Brown tried to do that decades ago. 
 And after the people of California (who really aren’t 
stupid, and who are quite aware of the implications and 
controversies surrounding the death penalty) stated they still 
favor the death penalty, to deny that process by fiat isn’t just 
a weighing in one’s personal beliefs. 
 It’s tyranny. 
 Tyranny to those on the juries and to the judges who 
made the decision to choose that penalty over life in prison. 
 And especially tyranny to the families of the victims, 
who lost their loved ones not by mere acts of thoughtless 
violence, but by planned and calculated acts of unspeakable 
cruelty. 
 Victims who begged for their lives, and could have 
been let go before being killed, and whose killers’ crimes 
are prosecuted by the people. It’s the people, and not just 
the families, who need closure. 
 Does it ever end the horror? No--even the Nuremberg 
trials didn’t end the horror of the Holocaust. But the 
executions made it clear: society declared those crimes of 
the Holocaust unforgivable, and created an example that 
even today makes it clear that there were NO two sides to 
that story. “Following orders” and any other justification 
of murder was intolerable. 
 The death penalty is both the families’ and society’s 
way of sending a message: murder in the first degree, 
calculated and cruel, merits death and society makes 
such a statement. Hence it’s always “The People vs. The 
Killer”, not just a one on one act of revenge against a 
monster who killed a loved one. 
 The death penalty for an individual can always be 
changed if the survivors ask for life in prison instead...and 
The People, by and large, support that. 

 The death penalty for an individual can always be 
changed if that individual was insane when the killings 
were performed (think “Son of Sam”) and The People, 
by and large, support that. 
 Congratulations, Governor Newsom...you just 
ended your political career. There are all sorts of 
“governing by fiat” that you obviously like to do...but 
you just helped diminish the memory and horror of 
unspeakable crimes.  
 Those murder victims meant something, and mean 
something still today. And so do their families. 
 This wasn’t about YOU, Governor Newsom.  
 Congratulations, Governor Newsom, you just 
helped kill those victims yet again, and destroy the lives 
of the families yet again...to say nothing about speaking 
volumes about what you think about the legal and 
jurisdictional process. 
 You just ended your political career for some of 
the least worthy individuals of our society. I hope it was 
worth it.  
 And NO, Governor Newsom, you won’t be going to 
Heaven over this tyrannical abuse of power. 

Mayor Eric Garcetti’s “leap of faith” budgeting was an 
integral part of the settlement of the six day strike by 
United Teachers Los Angeles represented teachers 

against the Los Angeles Unified School District.  
 To bridge the budget shortfall, the Board of Education 
has placed on the June 4 ballot a measure for a $500 million 
parcel tax.  This will require the approval of two-thirds of the 
District’s voters.  
 While this $500 million is a 7% increase in our 
property taxes, a disproportionate share will fall on owners 
of commercial properties.  Nevertheless, apartment 
dwellers can expect a $10 to $20 a month increase in their 
rents (assuming the tax is passed through to tenants) while 
the average homeowner will be assessed $400 to $500 a 
year.  This is addition to the hefty assessment to service the 
District’s $11 billion in General Obligation Bonds.   
 The District needs the money to eliminate its operating 
deficit and to fund the commitments made in the new labor 
agreement.  This fact was confirmed by the Los Angeles 
County Office of Education which has expressed concern 
over one time funding sources and projected revenues, 
its operating deficits, its growing structural deficit, and 
dwindling reserves.  
As such, the County is requiring LAUSD to develop a 
detailed Fiscal Stabilization Plan that identifies the “specific 
expenditure reductions and/or revenue enhancements to 
fund the ongoing costs of the salary increase” and to restore 
reserves to acceptable levels.  Otherwise, the County will 
assign a Fiscal Advisor with “stay and rescind authority over 
the Governing Board.” 
 While there is a demonstrated need for additional 
revenues, has LAUSD earned our YES vote? 
 Has the District developed plans to reform its pension 
and medical retirement plans that are devouring an increasing 

share of the budget? They also have an unfunded liability 
of $22 billion, almost three times revenues? 
 Has the District downsized its bloated bureaucracy 
which has increased by 20% while enrollment has 
decreased by a third? 
 Has the District developed policies to reward teachers 
based on merit versus seniority?  Has the District and 
UTLA taken any steps to reform tenure and to make 
it easier to dismiss underperforming or misbehaving 
teachers? 
 Has the District made firm commitments for charter 
schools and magnet programs to benefit proportionately 
from this tax increase? 
 Has the District provided for independent oversight 
of the District’s far flung operations and its finances?  The 
measure only provides for an independent audit of the use 
of the proceeds from the parcel tax. 
 Is it appropriate to reward the thuggish behavior and 
tactics of UTLA and its president during the strike? 
 The answer to these questions is NO.  
 Rather than take the necessary steps to improve the 
operations and finances of the District, the Board and 
UTLA believe that more and more of our money will 
solve the problem.  It is like throwing more good money 
into the fire. 
 While we are damned if we approve the tax and 
damned if we don’t, the parcel tax does not deserve our vote 
until the District and the UTLA agree to real operating and 
financial reforms. 
 And finally, where do the Mayor and the members of 
the City Council, all of whom support the parcel tax, send 
their children and grandchildren to school?   
 
   (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

 You’re no saint. You’re just another tyrant willing to 
do tyrannical things because he thought he was “right”.
  
 (CityWatch Columnist, Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is 
a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los Angeles, 
Orange, and Riverside Counties. The views expressed in this 
article are solely those of Dr. Alpern.)       

-  CityWatchLA
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If Your Child Came Home 
From College A Leftist...

By Dennis Prager

Aliso Canyon 
Proposed

Health Study
Last August, the state and county settled with 

SoCalGas for the many violations in regards to the 
2015 Gas and Toxic Chemical Blowout at its Aliso 

Canyon storage facility.
 Residents’ biggest gripe was concerning the dairy 
digesters project to mitigate the massive amounts of 
methane that were pumped into the Los Angeles basin 
as a result.  This project will enrich SoCalGas and send 
the produced biomethane, a corrosive compound, at 
Aliso Canyon, as if residents don’t already have to worry 
about the current health and seismic risks.  In addition, 
the process of fermenting the cow manure from Central 
Valley dairies would actually produce further pollution.
 Another disturbing aspect of this consent decree, 
which was okayed in LA Superior Court on February 
25, is that the LA County Dept. of Public Health 
will be in charge of administrating the long waited 
comprehensive health study, which should have been 
started three years ago.
 The reason many of us do not trust Public Health 
with selecting the researchers for this study is from the 
agency’s actions from the onset of the blowout and in the 
years afterwards.
 1.  Public Health released two letters (January 22, 
2016 and March 6, 2016) that instructed doctors not to 
test for toxicological causes of residents’ symptoms.  It 
falsely said these tests don’t exist.  Because of this, many 
had difficulty trying to get all the data they needed to 
see if the ambient chemicals emitted from Aliso were the 
cause of their symptoms or otherwise ruled them out.
 2.   Public Health kept insisting that it was odorants 
causing the symptoms, while ignoring easily found 
research regarding toxic compounds that are associated 
with gas storage facilities.  It failed to immediately test for 
those chemicals.  In addition, when an oily mist, which 
can be traced back to attempts to “kill” well SS-25, was 
found on cars, houses, play equipment, the agency said 
we shouldn’t be concerned.
 3.   Public Health told local firefighters, who serve on 
24-hour shifts at the firehouses, and sometimes even stay 
on multi-day shifts, that they shouldn’t be concerned, even 
when they were suffering the same symptoms as residents.  
Moreover, many of the calls they go on involved a high 
level of physical exertion, and even between calls at their 
stations, they often work out.  This level of exertion often 
exasperates the absorption of some of the toxic chemicals 
that the first responders needed to worry about.
 4.   Public Health has sat on important data, including 
a wind study that shows how chemical emissions from 
Aliso were spread toward residents in the northern SFV.
 For these and many other bad faith decisions, in my 
opinion, that Public Health has taken regarding Aliso, 
which affected the health and safety of the approximately 
1.5 million residents of the northern San Fernando Valley, 
I am asking my fellow residents to say no to a Public 
Health run “health study.”
 

By Patty Glueck
Aliso Canyon Community Action Committee

Resident of Porter Ranch
(requested info:  (818) 360-0230

11016 Key West Avenue, Porter Ranch)

House Dems Finding It Hard To Confront Anti-Semitism
By Jonah Goldberg

The Democratic Party is having a rough time condemning 
anti-Semitism. Rep. Ilhan Omar of Minnesota has, on 
several occasions, made classically anti-Semitic claims about 

American Jews, and the effort to formally denounce those 
statements in the House ruined a week in which the Democrats 
were supposed to talk about their agenda.
 The gist of Omar’s complaints is that the perfidious, 
string-pulling Hebraic hordes control Congress with their shady 
shekels, Israel has hypnotized the world, and American Jews are 
guilty of dual loyalty.
 The controversies have been compounded by the fact that 
her apologies suggest she’s not actually apologetic. Omar has 
claimed that the anti-Semitism charge is an effort to silence her 
because she wants to talk about the Jewish scheme to “push for 
allegiance to a foreign country.” In an earlier sorry-not-sorry 
episode, she apologized for hurting anyone’s feelings, which is not 
quite the same thing as recanting.
 The whole issue of hurt feelings is a red herring -- which 
is precisely why so many Democrats want to focus on feelings 
rather than on the relevant facts. Indeed, if Omar had better facts 
on her side, she wouldn’t be in this mess.
 For instance, Omar seems to think the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee is a political action committee that 
funds candidates on behalf of Israel. Inconveniently for Omar, 
AIPAC isn’t a PAC, doesn’t work for Israel and doesn’t donate 
to political campaigns.*
 More interesting, however, is the Democratic leadership’s 
fact problem -- namely the fact Omar simply isn’t a fan of Jews, 
or at least Jews who support Israel. It’s fine to be a critic of Israel, 
by the way. But when you hate the country so much that you 
can’t explain criticism of Israel without resorting to bigotry, you 

have a problem. Or rather, the Democratic Party does.
 Because it’s not just Omar. If Omar had no 
sympathizers, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi would 
probably have thrown her under the bus already. The 
younger, fresher and more radical fringe of the party 
led by New York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez doesn’t 
think Omar should be singled out for criticism or censure. 
In fairness, the primary reason is not that they all share 
Omar’s hang-up with the Jews. Some are just anti-Israel. 
Others think it’s unfair that Omar should be criticized 
when Donald Trump or other Republicans have said 
bigoted things.
 Ocasio-Cortez called efforts to censure Omar 
“hurtful” because statements by other politicians, most 
obviously Trump, aren’t similarly condemned. She has 
something of a point. I certainly wish Republicans did 
more to condemn many of the things Trump has said. 
But she seems to have forgotten that Republicans did 
condemn and punish Iowa Rep. Steve King recently for 
his on-brand racist blather.
 So while Ocasio-Cortez is right to a point, that 
point doesn’t take her very far. It’s her party that has 
established a zero-tolerance-for-bigotry standard. And 
“whataboutist” arguments are the lowest form of defense. 
Some Republicans may be hypocrites for not condemning 
all bigotry equally, but that’s a criticism of Republicans, 
not a defense of Omar.
 The effort to avoid singling out Omar is putting 
Democrats in knots they will be hard-pressed to 
untie anytime soon. Pelosi has said Omar wasn’t 
“intentionally anti-Semitic.”

 Asked if Omar’s comment about Jewish dual loyalty was 
anti-Semitic, Rep. Emmanuel Cleaver of Missouri offered this 
profile in courage: “It may or may not be. I haven’t thought 
deeply about it.”
 South Carolina’s James Clyburn, the No. 3 Democrat 
in the House, offered a baffling defense of Omar by talking 
about -- surprise! -- her feelings. He says Omar’s experience 
as a refugee from Somalia who spent time in a Kenyan refugee 
camp has to be taken into account.
 “There are people who tell me, ‘Well, my parents are 
Holocaust survivors.’ ‘My parents did this.’ It’s more personal 
with her,” Clyburn told The Hill. “I’ve talked to her, and I can 
tell you she is living through a lot of pain.”
 Leave aside the fact that whatever happened to Omar 
in Kenya or Somalia, it has nothing to do with Israel or Jews. 
Are we going to have greater tolerance for bigotry based on 
a time-since-victimhood score? Slavery was even longer ago 
than the Holocaust. Does that make racist comments less 
outrageous than anti-Semitic comments?
 The House approved a resolution condemning all forms 
of “hate.” It’s a transparent dodge to avoid condemning a 
specific kind of hate.
 It might do the trick to turn the page. But it will almost 
surely be a temporary respite, because Omar (and others) 
come to their anti-Semitism honestly, and they’re inclined to 
be honest about it. So we’ll be here again.

 (Jonah Goldberg is a fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute and editor-at-large of National Review Online.)

-  Jewish World Review

Every year, many thousands of American parents find 
that the son or daughter they sent to college has been 
transformed by college into a leftist. For left-wing parents, 

this may be a blessing, but for parents who are not leftist — not to 
mention conservative — it is often painfully jolting.
 It is jolting because their beloved child now holds America 
in contempt; prefers socialism to capitalism; regards all white 
people and police as racist; believes the Bible, Christianity and 
Judaism are not only nonsense, but dangerous nonsense; no 
longer believes men and women are inherently different — or 
even that male and female objectively exist; is disinterested in 
getting married and having children; believes the president of 
the United States is a fascist — as are all those who voted for him; 
and supports the suppression of speech that he or she regards as 
“hate speech.”
 While this is music to the ears of left-wing parents, most 
traditionally liberal parents will not be all that happy with this 
transformation. Unlike leftists, most liberals do love America 
and think that, despite its flaws, it is worthy of respect. They do 
not believe male and female are subjective categories, and they 
believe in free speech — even for “hate speech.”
 For conservative parents, the transformation is far worse. 
“Nightmare” is not too strong a description. Not only does their 
child hold everything they cherish in contempt, their child, who 
loved and respected them a year or two before, now holds them 
in contempt.
 It is a nightmare for another reason: Young people who are 
transformed into leftists almost always become less kind, less 
happy and more angry.
 It’s hard to imagine the opposite could occur — that is, that 
a young person could buy into all the left-wing views described 
above and become a sweeter human being.
 It is a sad rule of life that whatever the left touches, it 
ruins; music, art, literature, religion, late-night TV, the Academy 

Awards, sports, economies, the family structure, the Boy 
Scouts and race relations are just a few examples. It also 
ruins people — their character and their happiness.
 How could it not?
 One of the prerequisites of good character — as 
well as of happiness — is gratitude, and leftism is rooted 
in ingratitude. If you are grateful to be an American, you 
are, by definition, not a leftist. If you are, for example, 
a black who is grateful to be an American, you are a 
“traitor to your race,” an “Uncle Tom.” If you are a 
woman who is grateful to be an American, you are a 
“traitor to your gender.” Feminist icon Gloria Steinem 
once called female Republican Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
a “female impersonator” because a real woman cannot 
be a conservative. In addition, the left drills into every 
nonwhite and every woman the idea that they are victims, 
and people who see themselves as victims are ungrateful 
and angry, two traits that always make a person meaner.
 Every parent whose child came home from college (or, 
increasingly, high school) a leftist should be asked: “Is your 
daughter or son happier as a result of becoming a leftist? Is 
he or she kinder? More tolerant? More respectful?”
 When you send your child to college, you are not 
only playing Russian roulette with their values. You are 
playing Russian roulette with their character and the way 
they will treat you. Left-wing parents do not have a similar 
worry. If their child somehow returns home from college 
a Christian or a religious Jew, not only will they not be 
treated with contempt, they will probably be treated with 
even more respect than before. Leftism makes you worse. 
Judeo-Christian religions make you better. That might not 
be the fashionable view, but it just happens to be true.
 (Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated radio talk-
show host and columnist.) Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2019
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New Yorkers Do to 
Florida What Latin 

Americans Do
to America

By Dennis Prager

Given the constantly reiterated left-wing charge that opposition to massive immigration 
is racist and xenophobic, it is important to restate the truth: The reason for opposition 
to mass immigration into the United States — from almost anywhere in the world, 

whether legal or illegal — has nothing to do with race or ethnicity. The issue is entirely one 
of values. Every immigrant, to anywhere, brings a set of social, moral, political and religious 
values. No one on earth is devoid of values, be they noble, ignoble or merely confused.
 Wishful-thinking conservatives and Republicans have long argued that Latinos are 
potential Republicans because at heart they are social conservatives. They are said, for 
example, to oppose abortion and to have a strong commitment to the traditional nuclear 
family.
 Yet, even assuming Latinos’ overall opposition to abortion and strong belief in the 
mother and father-led family, this has paled in significance compared to Latinos’ belief in big 
government. That the state should take care of people is now the most widely held belief in 
the world. More people believe in big government than believe in the God of the Bible. That 
is one reason, as I frequently note, that the most dynamic religion of the last hundred years 
has not been Christianity or Islam, but leftism.
 America is the only country in the world founded on a belief in limited government. It is 
a uniquely American value. And that is precisely the problem: It is uniquely American. Very 
few immigrants to America bring with them a belief in limited government.
 That is one reason Democrats want more and more immigrants — more or less 
from anywhere (except Western Europe). Almost every immigrant is another vote for the 
Democratic Party. The only exceptions are some Europeans who crave individual liberty, 
and people fleeing socialist and communist dictatorships, such as those of the Soviet Union, 
Cuba and Venezuela.

    *  *  *
 First-generation Cubans became a bedrock of the Republican Party in Florida. So, too, 
first-generation immigrants from the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe formed a strong 
conservative block. And today, one suspects most Venezuelans allowed to immigrate to the 
United States would find American millennials’ love affair with socialism ludicrous.
 However, in every case, the words “first-generation” are operative. Once the children 
of first-generation immigrants from left-wing tyrannies attend American colleges (or, 
increasingly, American high schools), they are likely to become left-wing Democrats. Their 
parents’ horrific experience with big government — nearly always meaning left-wing 
government — becomes irrelevant to them.
 Take, for example, Sergey Brin, a co-founder of Google. Brin, about the 10th-richest 
man in the world, with an estimated net worth of $50 billion, was born in the Soviet Union, 
which he and his family fled, immigrating to the United States when he was 6 years old.
 Yet he is a man of the left who now censors PragerU videos and other conservative 
content and plays a major role in making Silicon Valley the closed left-wing world it is. 
Though his family fled the Soviet state, Soviet values have apparently influenced Brin more 
than American values have.
 So, whether immigrants bring big-government values with them or embrace them 
within a generation, few immigrants of the last generation either brought American values 
or embraced them for long after coming here.
 Nor is it only a belief in big government that nearly all immigrants bring with them. For 
example, many Muslim immigrants from the Middle East and North Africa bring with them 
a value that permeates the societies from which they came — anti-Semitism. Witness the two 
newest Muslim members of Congress: Ilhan Omar, who came from Somalia, and Rashida 
Tlaib, whose parents are Palestinian.
 The problem with mass immigration into America has nothing to do with ethnicity or 
race; it is entirely about values. The proof is this: The problem is the same with “internal” 
immigration. New Yorkers immigrating to Florida and Californians immigrating to Texas 
and Arizona do to those states what Latin Americans do to America: They bring different 
values — specifically, left-wing values, starting with belief in big government.
 Next time someone labels your opposition to mass immigration “racist” or “xenophobic,” 
tell them you are equally opposed to New Yorkers immigrating to Florida and Californians 
immigrating to Arizona. And for the same reason: They bring with them the very values 
that caused them to flee. The only difference is Latin Americans are largely unaware of what 
they are doing; New Yorkers, Californians and other leftists who move to conservative states 
know exactly what they’re doing: voting for the government policies from which they fled.
 (Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
 -  Jewish World Review

Circus Vargas – The 
Big One Is Back!

The Big One is Back with “The Greatest of Ease’ bringing acrobats, daredevils 
and flying trapeze! Join us in celebrating, Circus Vargas’ 50th anniversary 
extravaganza, an homage to the golden era of circus in America, in 

Woodland Hills at Westfield Promenade April 25th through May 13th! 
 All aboard our spectacular circus steam engine as we ride the railways 
back in time, to relive the nostalgia of yesteryear!  Marvel at the sights and 
sounds emanating from the big top, just as audiences did decades ago! 
 Run away with the circus, for two unforgettable hours of nonstop action 
and adventure, as we transport you back through the ages of circus history 
and tradition!  A magnificent, mega-hit production guaranteed to thrill and 
enchant children of all ages …only at Circus Vargas, where memories are 
made and cherished for a lifetime!
 Circus Vargas presents “The Greatest of Ease,” circus as it should be 
seen…under the Big Top!  
 Always fun for the entire family, Circus Vargas’ incredible new 2019 
production highlights an amazing cast of world- renowned performers! Death- 
Defying Acrobats, Daredevils, Aerialists, Jugglers, Contortionists, Clowns, 
Motorcycles and much, much, more!
 For Circus Vargas performance dates, times and to purchase tickets, visit 
www.circusvargas.com, call 877-GOTFUN-1 (877-468-3861) or visit the box 
office at each location. Follow Circus Vargas on Facebook and Twitter for 
updates, discounts and behind the scenes video. 
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PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmdale

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmDesert

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanDiego

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanMarcos

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaAna 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaClarita 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
facebook.com/AshleyHSVictorville 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
facebook.com/AshleyHSWestCovina

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
facebook.com/AshleyHSYorbaLinda

Get it
Today!

No Credit 
Needed!

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

Follow us at 
@AshelyHomeStoreWest

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance 
items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress 
and box springs are subject to a $10.50 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC., many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; 
these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. 
Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. ±Leather Match upholstery features top-grain 
leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2019 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: April 2, 2019. Expires: April 22, 2019.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley 
Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo 
is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular 
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional 
purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of 
months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow 
you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum 
payment applicable to those balances.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 4/2/2019 to 4/22/2019. Equal monthly payments required for 
35 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of 

purchase. *See below for details.

CLOSED SUNDAY, 
APRIL 21ST IN 
OBSERVANCE 

OF OUR 
EASTER 

HOLIDAY
Hurry In! 

Sale Ends Monday, 

April 22nd 

at 9pm
!

Get it Today...
No Credit Needed!


