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Things to Be
Grateful For

By Laura Hollis

Even in the throes of a global pandemic, it’s possible to find things 
to be grateful for. In fact, I would argue that we are doing things 
and appreciating things that we really should have been doing and 

appreciating all along.
 I’m sure everyone has their own list of things they’re grateful for. 
Here’s mine:
 1. I’m grateful for private enterprise and American business. There 
is none better anywhere. Our news is filled with stories of companies 
such as Under Armour, Ford, GM, JoAnn Fabrics, My Pillow, and Vera 
Bradley that are pitching in to help make hospital gowns, ventilators 
and masks.
 According to the trade association Distilled Spirits Council of the 
United States, nearly 600 distilleries in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia are making hand sanitizer. And then there are the countless 
smaller local businesses providing meals for students who cannot 
attend school, first responders, health care workers and others on the 
front line; making charitable donations; or just continuing to pay their 
employees as long as possible.
 2. I’m grateful for factory employees, truckers, warehouse workers 
and all others instrumental to keeping the supply chain intact.
 3. I’m grateful for our big-box stores, grocery stores and pharmacies that have stayed open, 
and for the employees who work there and have kept needed items in stock.
 4. I’m grateful for the authors, artists, musicians, actors and other entertainers who are using all 
forms of media to perform for us, our families and our children as we “shelter in place” for what will 
likely be several weeks.
 5. I’m grateful for the teachers, administrators and staff members — especially the information 
technology professionals — who have made it possible for our preschool, grade school, high school 
and college students to transition from live instruction to online learning.
 6. I’m grateful for the incredible dedication of all our health care professionals, many of whom 
are working long hours day after day with little sleep, few resources and far too many terribly sick 
patients.
 7. I’m grateful for our form of government — a democratic republic — and for federalism, which 
allows the smaller governments of our states and territories to respond to the unique challenges they 
face while our federal government coordinates national and international efforts.
 8. I’m grateful for leaders who have the ability to make needed decisions in a crisis, and to pivot 
quickly as the most up-to-date information arrives.
 9. I’m grateful for our Constitution. It hovers like a silent blessing over all of us. It ensures that 
our liberties will remain when this disease has run its course, and that the extraordinary measures 
now in place will no longer be needed.
 10. I’m grateful for Western medicine, scientists, information and knowledge, and the technology 

that enables that information and knowledge to be more widely disseminated.
 11. I’m grateful for social media and the technological innovations that enable us 
to remain connected even though we are separated.
 12. I’m grateful for the fact that those of us inclined to call upon God in prayer 
need not feel embarrassed for doing so.
 13. I’m grateful for charitable organizations that are working hard to meet the 
ongoing needs of the people they serve — the poor; the homeless; those with disabilities 
or other unmet needs; veterans; single parents; orphaned children. When we are all 
needy, we can better appreciate those for whom illness, unemployment or isolation is 
not a temporary situation.
 14. I’m grateful for the innumerable kindnesses of people too many to count 
across America — and, indeed, across the world — who are doing whatever they can 
for anyone they can as long as it is necessary.
 It’s often said that an “attitude of gratitude” makes for a happier life. Even — 
perhaps especially — in difficult times, it is important to remember that.

 (Laura Hirschfeld Hollis is on the faculty at the University of Notre Dame, where she 
teaches courses in business law and entrepreneurship.) 

-  Creators Syndicate
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Kobe Bryant, 
Honoring the 

Legend with his 
USPS Stamp

By EP McKnight

One man affects the world with his talent, love for humanity 
and family!
 Kobe Bean Bryant entered the National Basketball 

Association directly from high school, and played his entire 
20-season professional career in the league with the Los Angeles 
Lakers.
 August 23, 1978, Kobe’s parents world changed when he 
was born and now 42 years later, their lives and hearts are 
ripped apart at the lost of their son with others in a tragic 
helicopter crash and now there lives once again changed 
forever.
 2001, Kobe’s and Vanessa joined in matrimony and both 
their lives changed forever as they added four daughters to 
their family. Nineteen years later, his wife is a young widow with 
three children to raise as she mourns the loss of her husband 
and daughter, her family hearts shattered, stricken and torn 
with indescribable grief.
 The world have shown such great love for this legend, who came, did and 
returned to God to soon for us but not too soon for God. All things in God’s perfect 
time, even though the grief is heavy on countless hearts of all ages and ethnicity. 
Kobe in life affected every race and in his death devastated many.
 Kobe’s and little GiGi, his daughter, transition ceremony was that befitting 
of their life’s testament. Seeing father and daughter, at the many games, traveling 
around as she played the game of basketball, sealed their love for each other in the 
hearts of so many others. AKA, “A Girl Dad!”
 Everyone mourned the loss of all aboard the helicopter and now everybody 

from artists, singers, writers, rappers, poets, and many others who had Kobe’s love 
engraved on their hearts are making every attempt to ensure that his legacy will 
live on forever. He paid the price and now the price is being paid back to him as an 
immortal and legend. There is a movement for his image to be placed on a U.S.P.S. 
Postage Stamp.
 The Valley Voice along with the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee had 
officially requested that Kobe be approved to be on the USPS Postage Stamp. 
What an honoring for a legendary figure to have his image speak for him forever 
all around California, the country, on envelopes being dropped in mailboxes 
around the country. Many public and private figures names are submitted along 
with thousands of letters and petitions from the American public proposing stamp 
subjects.
 What a better way to honor a legend who was phenomenal during 20 seasons 
with the LA Lakers. Kobe Bryant will certainly go down as one of the greatest to 
ever play the game of basketball, a man who took more than 30,000 NBA shots and 
made a crazy amount of them. A man who played with indefatigable joy in this 
early years and grizzly aggression in his later ones. He was a man who was doggedly 
determined at everything he did, including coming back from injuries.
 With his tenacity, he led the Lakers to five championships. His talent spoke for 
itself as he once scored 81 points in a game. Also, noteworthy was his final game 
against the Utah Jazz, he dropped 60 points. What away to end a career on a super 
super high note, bigger than life, normally unattainable by many.
 While the process from nomination and implementing a stamp for a subject 
takes about three years but given the mass outcry over the loss of Kobe Bryant, 
his impact on American sports and community contributions, there is hope for an 
earlier approval.
To make this a realty, again the community must rally around to ensure that getting 
Kobe Bryant on a USPS Stamp would truly be a slam dunk.
 To make this stamp a reality, the committee seeks the following information 
from the public:
 1.  Submit your proposal in writing by U.S. Mail.
 2.  Include some pertinent information you have on Kobe. Include what impact 
he had on your life.
 3.  Mail your Kobe suggestion to: Stamp Department, Attn: Citizens’ Stamp 
Advisory Committee, 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3300, Washington, D.C.. 
20260–3501
 In conclusion, Kobe Bryant’s legacy will live on forever in so many ways, his 
image displayed on buildings, teams and buildings named in his honor, perhaps 
streets would be named after him, and now let’s add to this rooster of places the 
USPS Stamp. Your effort can make this a reality!!!

 E.P. McKnight, #1 Amazon Best Seller’s list Author, is a graduate of Fordham 
University Lincoln Center, NY, NY where she received her Master’s Degree in 
Educational Psychology. She is honored to debut three of her 10-minute plays at 
the 2012 NAACP Theater Festival. She is a poet, actress, elementary teacher, writer, 
producer, talkshow host, stage manager, fitness guru and a member of SAG/AFTRA 
and Equity.

SBA Offers Coronavirus Assistance
The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering low-interest federal disaster loans for working capital 

to California small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19), SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza announced. 

 “SBA is strongly committed to providing the most effective and customer-focused response possible to 
assist California small businesses with federal disaster loans. We will be swift in our efforts to help these small 
businesses recover from the financial impacts of the Coronavirus (COVID-19),” said Administrator Carranza.
  SBA Customer Service Representatives will be available to answer questions about SBA’s Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan program and explain the application process.
  “Small businesses, private non-profit organizations of any size, small agricultural cooperatives and small 
aquaculture enterprises that have been financially impacted as a direct result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
since Jan. 31, 2020, may qualify for Economic Injury Disaster Loans of up to $2 million to help meet financial 
obligations and operating expenses which could have been met had the disaster not occurred,” said Carranza.
  “These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be paid 
because of the disaster’s impact. Disaster loans can provide vital economic assistance to small businesses to 
help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing,” Carranza added.
  Eligibility for Economic Injury Disaster Loans is based on the financial impact of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). The interest rate is 3.75 percent for small businesses. The interest rate for private non-profit 
organizations is 2.75 percent. SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments 
affordable, up to a maximum of 30 years and are available to entities without the financial ability to offset the 
adverse impact without hardship.
  Applicants may apply online, receive additional disaster assistance information and download applications 
athttps://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Applicants may also call SBA’s Customer Service Center at (800) 659-2955 
or emaildisastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster assistance. Individuals who 
are deaf or hardofhearing may call (800) 877-8339. Completed applications should be mailed to U.S. Small 
Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX  
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Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.

No faxes, phone calls or mail. 
 

Rachel Reiter, 
Local Events Coordinator

Shepherd Church Community Blood Drive
Shepherd Church is holding a Community Blood Drive 
on April 15 from 10 am to 4 pm. at 19700 Rinaldi Street 
in Porter Ranch. Go to RedCrossBlood.org to make an 
appointment or call 1 -800-RED CROSS.  Sponsor Code: 
ShepherdChurch

Wilkinson Senior Center
Call (818) 756-7741 for information about homebound 
delivered meals for seniors.

ONEgeneration
Call 818-705-2345 for information about homebound 
delivered meals and grocery shopping assistance for 
seniors. Drive Through Food Bank every Tuesday from 11 
am to 1 pm. Open to all ages. Transportation services for 
seniors 65+. Please call 818-708-6614 for information.

LAUSD Grab & Go Centers
Free meals for LAUSD students. Visit https://achieve.
lausd.net/resources or call (213) 443-1300. Mental health 
hotline to help students and families. Call 213-241-3840 
for a consultation, support and referrals, weekdays 6 am 
to 6 pm.

LA Area Charter Schools Meals
 for Students

Free meals to all students under the age of 18 at select 
schools. Visit https://info.ccsa.org/student-meals-resources

San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission
Drive-thru food pantry at Northridge Fashion Center 
by appointment only. Visit https://sfvrescuemission.org/
pantry/ to sign up.

Freedom Church
Drive-thru food pantry at Freedom Center (9200 
Owensmouth Ave, Chatsworth) this Wednesday, April 8th, 
from 12 to 2 pm. 

Fish of West Valley Food Pantry
Food pantry of the Congregational Church of 
Chatsworth open Saturdays from 12 to 5 pm. at 20440 

Local Events and COVID-19 Resources 
Lassen Street, Chatsworth.

SOVA Community Food & Resource Program
Food pantry at 16439 Vanowen St, Van Nuys. Open 
Sundays from 9 am to noon and Monday thru Friday 
from 10 am to 1:30 pm.

LAPD Devonshire PALS Youth Center
Meals for LAUSD students Monday thru Friday from 9 
am to 11 am at 8721 Wilbur Ave., Northridge.

North Valley Caring Services
To learn about NVCS’s food pantry and other 
services visit https://www.nvcsinc.org/programs. 

Meet Each Need with Dignity (MEND)
Food distribution on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 am 
to 11 am at 10641 N. San Fernando Road, Pacoima. 
Call 818-897-2443.

LA Regional Food Bank 

To find a food bank near you, visit https://www.
lafoodbank.org/find-food/pantry-locator/

Breakfast for First Responders 
by McDonald’s

Healthcare workers, police officers and firefighters with 
a valid ID or uniform are eligible to receive a free small 
coffee and Egg McMuffin sandwich during breakfast 
hours at participating McDonald’s restaurants in Los 
Angeles County.

California’s 
Primary Shows 

Why Early Voting 
is a Bad Idea

By Jonah Goldberg

Now will someone listen? Early voting is stupid.
 Under California’s new election protocols, as many as 
40 percent of California voters voted early, either by mail 

or at voting centers, for its primary. And what about those who 
cast ballots for Amy Klobuchar, Pete Buttigieg or Tom Steyer, all 
of whom announced earlier that they were dropping out? Their 
votes simply won’t count. Almost half of the 20 Democrats whose 
names appear on the California primary ballot have pulled out of 
the race.
 But that’s only the most obvious problem with this infernal 
fad that puts convenience above citizenship. Early voting also 
makes strategic voting more difficult. 
 Or imagine that you like Bernie’s overall message, and you 
voted for him on the first day you could. Then, in the last month, 
more came out about his support for authoritarian regimes, and 
now you’re horrified. Well, too bad.
 Early voting in primaries is a particularly egregious idea 
because it makes it more difficult for a party to choose the best 
or most unifying candidate. Still, only a handful of states have 
resisted the trend.
 The idea was born from widespread elite disgust over 
America’s low voter turnout. Progressives in particular embraced 
the idea because many believed that if everyone voted, the left 
would sweep elections. That premise is flawed.
 It’s true that voting earlier lowers the “price” of participating 
in an election in terms of time and inconvenience. But that also 
means it cheapens the vote, which means people value it less.
 Voter participation rates have long been seen as a good 
measure of civic commitment. When voting becomes easier, 
however, more people vote who are less engaged in politics.
 If you give all those taking the SAT 1,000 points for filling in 
their names correctly, SAT scores will rise dramatically. But that 
wouldn’t mean you’d improved the quality of the test-takers.
 If we allowed people to text their vote from their phones, 
we’d certainly have much greater voter participation, but would 
the quality of our voters improve?
 Just as important: Would the quality of our candidates 
improve? Or would we make it just a little -- or a lot -- easier for 
celebrities and demagogues to sweep to power based on name 
recognition or cheap pandering to the un- and under-informed?
 Meanwhile, the idea that your preferred policies would 
triumph if everyone voted is, at best, unproven and probably 
unlikely. As Jason Brennan, a professor at Georgetown University 
and co-author of “Compulsory Voting: For and Against,” told 
Governing magazine, “There’s a widespread belief among 
Democrats that compulsory voting would deliver more states to 
Democrats. It turns out that’s not true. The people who vote and 
the people who don’t vote are roughly the same in terms of their 
partisan preferences.” -  Jewish World Review
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Fear Not

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
Fear not. Why does God command us not to fear? Fear does not seem like the most serious 
vice in the world. It never made the list of the Seven Deadly Sins. No one ever receives church 
discipline for being afraid. So why does God tell human beings to stop being afraid more 
often than he tells them anything else? My hunch is that the reason God says ‘Fear not’ so 
much is not that he wants us to be spared emotional discomfort. In fact, usually he says it to 
get people to do something that is going to lead them into greater fear anyway. I think God 

says ‘fear not’ so often because fear is the number one reason human beings are 
tempted to avoid doing what God asks them to do.”

We learn from Scriptures like Joshua 6, Esther 4:14, Proverbs 21:30, 
Isaiah 6:8, and Isaiah 14:27 that God’s plans always will succeed, and that He 
uses willing and trusting people to bring His plans to fruition. But fear tries to 
immobilize us from doing what God has purposed for us. Fear is our enemy. It 
sabotages our good intentions and paralyzes us from doing what the Lord has 
called us to do. 

We discover in the Word of God that love is the secret weapon for combat-
ting fear. First John 4:18 reveals, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 

out fear.”  By focusing on the purity, perfection, and strength of God’s love, you will 
be able to cast aside your fears and be reminded to trust in the One who always keeps your 

best interests at heart. Fear not, my friend.

 Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of “Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share 
Your Faith” (available on Amazon) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, which has three 
campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area—Porter Ranch, Woodland Hills, and Agua Dulce. You 
can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

I n difficult and uncertain times, it’s easy to become overwhelmed with fear and worry. 
Fear often stems from a lack of trust in the Lord’s faithfulness, love, and ability to 
provide. If we trusted in these unwavering qualities of our ever-present God, we would 

never entertain a single fear. And yet, everyone in the world fears the exact same thing: 
losing. Think about what scares you the most. What keeps you awake at night, wrestling 
with worry? Whether it’s your health or the health of a loved one, concerns about school 
or your job, the fear of death, or not having enough money, we all fear losing 
something that we value. These are all valid concerns, but they wilt and wither in 
the light of God’s greatness and His promises. 

Lloyd Ogilvie, former chaplain of the United States Senate, once noted 
that there are 366 passages in the Bible that direct us not to worry or fear. That’s 
an encouraging verse for every day of the year, including leap years! For example, 
Psalm 27:1 says, “The LORD is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid?”  And I love 
Isaiah 41:10, in which our heavenly Father said, “So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Of course, there are hundreds of other 
verses in the Bible that admonish us not to fear besides the two that I highlighted 
above. I think the Word is filled with so many of these bold reminders because God knew 
that His beloved children would easily lose sight of the fact that He is in control. 

John Ortberg, in his book If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of 
the Boat, discussed another reason. He wrote: “The single command in Scripture that oc-
curs more often than any other — God’s most frequently repeated instruction — is formu-
lated in two words: Fear not. Do not be afraid. Be strong and courageous. You can trust me. 

I hope to be of service to you by offering 
FREE  ½-hour VIRTUAL  coaching sessions.  

As a Certified
 Life Coach, I can show you how to feel 
more in control during this time when 

so much is seemingly out of your control.

Musical Chairs at LA 
City Hall

By Jack Humphreville

Last month, City Attorney Mike Feuer announced that he is running for Mayor 
and creating a fund-raising committee even though the March 2022 primary is 
two years away. 

 We can also expect Paul Koretz to file papers to form a fund-raising committee 
based on his announcement in January of his intention to run for City Controller. 
 This is just the beginning of the race to fill the three citywide offices as well as the 
contest to succeed the termed out Koretz in Council District 5 (Westside). 
 But first, we must endure the November 2020 election cycle where we go to the 
polls to elect the President (the outcome is not in doubt in California); two members of 
the City Council; one County Supervisor; two members of the LAUSD Board; and a 
District Attorney as well as members of the State Legislature.  
 We will also vote on the Split Roll, a controversial measure sponsored primarily 
by public sector unions that will amend Proposition 13 and tax, if passed, commercial 
and manufacturing properties based on their market value, not their purchase price 
as it the current practice.  This will cost Californians an estimated $12 billion a year 
because these costs will be passed through to us through higher prices. 
 There will be numerous other candidates for Mayor, including, according to 
the rumor mill, City Councilman-elect Kevin de Leon (he does not take office until 
December); Mark Ridley-Thomas, a County Supervisor and a professional politician 
who is in a runoff with plain spoken and honest Grace Yoo to succeed the termed out 
Herb Wesson; City Councilman Joe Buscaino; State Senator Bob Hertzberg (D-Van 
Nuys); Secretary of State and former City Councilman Alex Padilla; and real estate 
developer Rick Caruso.  
 Underlying this early formation of these fund-raising committees by Feuer and 
Koretz is the “dash for cash,” where Feuer and Koretz will try to raise inordinate 
amounts of cash to discourage others from entering the race.  But this “dash for cash” 
creates potential conflicts of interest if either Feuer or Koretz are involved in making 

decisions or policies impacting actual or potential contributors to their campaign war 
chests. 
 There is also speculation as to who will run to succeed Feuer as City Attorney.  
Rumored names include Kevin James who, for the last seven years, has done an excellent 
job heading the Board of Public Works; Marina Torres, an Assistant United States 
Attorney; and Arturo Martinez from the City Attorney’s office.  
 Councilman Paul Krekorian was rumored to be a candidate but is not eligible since 
he has let his law license lapse. However, there has been some speculation that he has an 
interest the Controller’s office, even though he, like Koretz, is one the principal architects 
of the City’s budget deficit - despite record revenues. 
 And speaking of the Controller, what are Ron Galperin’s plans? Will he run for 
Mayor, City Attorney, Council District 5 (Westside), or State Controller?  Whatever he 
does, he deserves our support because he has done an excellent job as our Controller.  
 As for Feuer and Koretz, they have not earned our support. 
 Stay tuned.  This is going to be a wild ride with politically ambitious candidates, a 
corruption scandal working itself through City Hall, and the impact of the coronavirus 
on the City and the City’s precarious financial condition. 

-    CityWatchLA

FREE Life Coaching
 Session -- Managing Stress During COVID-19

Please note that I am not an MD 
nor a therapist. 

If you’d like support, I’d like to help.  
Contact: bestlifecoachtobi@gmail.com.

Tobi  Coughlin, Certified Life Coach
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ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

Lee Defends
Council Seat

Results of the March 3 primary election have been certified 
by the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County 
Clerk’s Office, finalizing plans for runoffs in a series of 

local races.
 Local 12th District Councilman John Lee successfully 
defended his seat, and county District Attorney Jackie Lacey 
will have to compete in a November runoff against former 
San Francisco D.A. George Gascon in her bid for reelection. 

CityWatchLA

Who’s Next?
By Jack Humphreville

In November of 2018, the FBI and IRS raided the 
offices and house of Jose Huizar in connection with its 
investigation of pay-to-play corruption at City Hall. 

 Shortly thereafter, the Feds issued search warrants on 
more than a dozen city officials and real estate developers, 
including Councilman Curren Price, Deron Williams 
(City Council President Herb Wesson’s chief of staff), 
and Ray Chan, a former Deputy Mayor appointed by 
Mayor Eric Garcetti.  The Feds were “seeking evidence of 
potential crimes, including bribery, kickbacks, extortions, 
and money laundering.”  
 Last month, the United States Attorney’s Office 
indicted former City Councilman Mitch Englander on 
various charges.  This was in connection with an “ongoing 
federal criminal investigation into public corruption 
throughout the City of Los Angeles related to multiple 
suspected pay-to-play schemes.”   
 Soon after, Justin Jangwoo Kim, a real estate 
appraiser and consultant and a campaign fundraiser, 
agreed to plead guilty to a federal bribery charge 
involving Jose Huizar (the unnamed Councilmember 
A is assumed to be Huizar), an unnamed developer (the 
“Developer”) of a residential complex in Huizar’s district 
that was being held up by a frivolous CEQA lawsuit filed 
by a Labor Organization, and the exchange of $500,000 in 
cash to make the lawsuit go away.   
 For additional information, see the March 19, 2020 
Los Angeles Times article, Political Fundraiser Admits to 
Delivering Bribes in LA City Hall Corruption Probe by 
Joel Rubin, David Zahniser, and Laura J. Nelson. There 
is a link to the government’s filing. 
 Also mentioned in the government’s filing were 
unnamed parties, including a member of Huizar’s staff 
(the “Staffer”), two lobbyists, and a Labor Organization 
and its Executive Director.  Also not named was another 
member of the City Council. 
 But there are many open points and questions raised 
by the government’s filing. 
 When the Developer asked for help in facilitating 
the City’s approval of his project, he was told that Huizar 
would not work for free and would require a “financial 
benefit.”  The initial ask from the lobbyist for the Labor 
Organization was $1.2 to $1.4 million.  The Developer 
agreed to pay Huizar $500,000.  This implies that there 
was an ongoing market, or a price to facilitate “pay-to-
play” transactions.  

 In addition, the Developer’s project appears to have 
been approved, raising the question of what did the Labor 
Organization, its Executive Director, and their lobbyist 
receive in return for allowing the residential project to 
continue.  There is a large gap between the $1.2 to $1.4 
million ask and the $500,000 cash payment.   
 There is also the question of how much of the 
$500,000 in cash did Huizar receive?  Of the initial 
payment of $400,000 in March of 2017, Kim, the bag man, 
and the Staffer skimmed $200,000 off the top. The Staffer 
then delivered $200,000 to Huizar, who then directed the 
Staffer to stash the cash in his residence.  When Huizar 
asked the Staffer to fork over the $200,000 in October of 
2018, the Staffer stiffed Huizar.  Is there no honor among 
thieves or was the Staffer operating under directions of 
the Feds? 
 The remaining $100,000 of the $500,000 bribe was 
delivered by the Developer to the bagman Kim in July of 
2007.  Bagman Kim pocketed the cash, stiffing Huizar and 
the Staffer.  
 It appears that Huizar received nothing to line his 
pockets or to help finance his wife’s campaign to replace 
him on the City Council, a delicious outcome that only 
happens in Hollywood.  
 Bagman Kim has agreed to cooperate with the Feds 
as part of his plea agreement.  But it also appears that 
others involved in this pay-to-play transaction have agreed 
to cooperate or have been compromised by cooperating 
parties or wiretaps or other means of surveillance.  
 And who was the unnamed Councilmember who was 
in contact with the Labor Organization’s lobbyist who 
“agreed to discuss the issue with the Executive Director of 
the Labor Organization?” 
 Another play-to-pay scheme that the Feds may 
be investigating involves the billboard industry where 
immense value is created by allowing digital billboards to 
replace traditional billboards.  In the past, the billboard 
industry has been very generous to our elected officials, 
including Huizar . 
 Are the dominos beginning to fall? Are the rats 
deserting the ship?  Will City employees take the 
fall for the Mayor, the City Council President, or the 
Councilmembers?  And have any of our elected officials 
flipped? 
 Who’s next?  Stay tuned. 

Will Mitch Talk?
By Jack Humphreville

Former LA City Councilman Mitchell Englander “agreed to plead guilty to a federal criminal charge stemming 
from his obstruction of a public corruption investigation related to his acceptance of gifts - including cash, 
hotel rooms and expensive meals - from a businessman during trips to Las Vegas and palm Springs in 2017.” 

 According to the government filing, Englander may spend up to 36 months in prison and be fined up to 
$250,000.  However, he has not agreed to cooperate with the FBI or United States Attorney’s Office (“USAO”) with 
its “ongoing public corruption investigation.” 
 But the question remains: Will Englander take a bullet for Jose Huizar, Herb Wesson, Eric Garcetti, selected 
lobbyists, and crooked real estate developers?  Or will he agree to work with the FBI and the USOA to expose the 
pay-to-play corruption that permeates City Hall?   
 Englander knows where the bodies are buried at City Hall.  He served as Chief of Staff to well-respected Greig 
Smith (a key supporter of the Ratepayers Advocate in 2010-11) for eight years before serving as a Councilman for 
over six and a half years.  This included many years on the very powerful Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee, a corrupt entity that facilitates the pay-to-play scams for real estate developers and billboard operators.   
 The Englander plea is another domino. 
 In March, Justin Kim agreed to plead guilty to a federal bribery charge involving Jose Huizar.  In the Kim 
plea agreement, “Councilmember C” indicated that a wired lobbyist would discuss the issue with the Executive 
Director of the Labor Organization that was holding up the development of the residential complex in Huizar’s 
district. 

(Continued on page 7)
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 According to a well-placed and reliable City Hall insider, Councilmember C is 
Herb Wesson.  
 In addition to Huizar and Wesson, others in City Hall have been implicated, 
including Councilman Curren Price and Deron Williams, Wesson’s chief of staff.  Will 
they (and others) take a bullet for Wesson or will they cooperate with the FBI and the 
USAO?  
 There is no doubt that all of the Councilmembers know the game.  They all 
have real estate projects and digital billboards in their own districts that must be 
approved.  They are also aware of other developments throughout the City because the 
City Council must vote to assert jurisdiction over deals that have been dinged by the 
Planning Department or the politically appointed Planning Commission. 
 One of the most egregious examples of pay-to-play corruption is the $72 million, 
352 unit Sea Breeze residential development in an industrial area in the Harbor 
Gateway neighborhood. This project was rejected by the City Planning Department 
and the Planning Commission, but approved by the City Council (without a dissenting 
vote) as a result of the developer having greased the skids with over $600,000 of illegally 
laundered campaign contributions.  Beneficiaries were former City Councilwomen 
and now supervisor Janice Hahn ($203,500), Councilmembers Joe Buscaino ($94,700), 
Mitch Englander ($65,800), Jose Huizar ($30,400), Gil Cedillo ($8,500), and Nury 
Martinez ($7,700).  Other beneficiaries included Mayor Eric Garcetti ($60,000), failed 
City Council candidate Warren Furutani ($5,000), and failed County Supervisor 
candidate Bobby Shriver ($120,000). 
 This scam was made public by Los Angeles Times reporters, David Zahniser and 
Emily Alpert Reyes, in an article, A $72-Million Apartment Project. Top Politicians. 
Unlikely Donors.  To date, the City has not launched a full scale investigation into this 
chicanery nor have beneficiaries returned this dirty money or donated it to charity.   
 Who’s next? 

-   CityWatchLA

(Continued from page 6)

Much More Than 
Mitch Englander

By Jack Humphreville

“One day, hopefully, sooner or later, we’ll knock down the new coronavirus that’s got 
people rattled.  But there is no vaccine for the virus that infects City Hall.”  Steve Lopez, 
Los Angeles Times, March 11, 2020. 

 The shoe finally dropped, but not on Jose Huizar whose offices and home were raided 
by the FBI in November of 2018, but on Mitch Englander, a former member of the City 
Council.
 Englander did not use his position on the City Council or on the powerful Planning 
and Land Use Management Committee (“PLUM Committee”) to benefit Andrew Wang, 
the businessman identified by the Los Angeles Times. 
 The major takeaway from the Englander indictment is that the City of Los Angeles is 
a corrupt enterprise as evidenced by the following quote on the first page of the indictment. 
 “The FBI and the United States Attorney’s Office were conducting a federal criminal 
investigation into public corruption throughout the City of Los Angeles related to multiple 
suspected “pay-to-play” schemes.  The Federal investigations involved multiple City 
officials, developers, investors, consultants, lobbyists, and other close associates working in 
furtherance of the potentially illegal schemes.” 
 This is consistent with previous federal search warrants filed around the time of the 
FBI raid on Huizar’s offices and home where agents were “seeking evidence of potential 
crimes including bribery, kickbacks, extortion, and money laundering involving more than 
a dozen people, including city officials and business figures.” 
 In any ordinary enterprise, there would be a full scale investigation with lawyers and 
forensic accountants crawling all over the place.  But not in the City of Los Angeles because 
the elected officials and political establishment are the actual culprits benefitting from the 
“pay-to-play” corruption. 
 When the Planning Department, the Area Planning Commissions and the City 
Planning Commission (whose members are appointed by the Mayor), the City Council’s 
PLUM Committee, and the City Council agree to up zone a property, huge incremental 
value is created for the landowner and the real estate developer.  But this increase in value 
does not go unnoticed by the occupants of City Hall.  In turn, they expect to share in the 
increase in value (say 10%) through campaign contributions and other benefits, including 
the funding of their pet projects, gifts to their favorite charities and organizations, including 
the Mayor’s Fund, the Democratic Party, and the campaign war chests of other machine 
politicians and ballot measures. 
 The Mayor and the Herb Wesson led City Council have consistently thwarted reform, 
diluting efforts to reform the campaign finance laws and regulations and refusing to even 
consider an Office of Transparency and Accountability, even though it was endorsed by the 
LA 2020 Commission. 
 Nury Martinez, the new President of the City Council, needs to flex her reform muscles 
by authorizing an independent, well financed, no holds barred analysis of the City’s “pay-to-
play” corruption as well as endorsing rigorous campaign finance reform. 
 Otherwise, Angelenos, who do not trust City Hall, can voice their disgust by voting NO 
on any ballot measure that tries to pick our pockets, including the Split Roll in November 
that will cost Californians an estimated $12 billion.

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

CityWatchLA

FBI and U.S. Attorneys
To Pounce on City Hall

SPECIAL TO THE VALLEY VOICE

In what could be the tip of a corruption iceberg, a political fundraiser has agreed to plead guilty 
to a federal bribery offense for coordinating a $500,000 cash payment that was intended to 
secure the help of an elected member of the Los Angeles City Council in resolving a labor 

organization’s appeal of a major real estate development project in the councilmember’s district.
 In a plea agreement filed recently in federal court, Justin Jangwoo Kim, 53, a longtime 
resident of Hancock Park who recently relocated to Mar Vista, agreed to plead guilty to one 
count of federal program bribery. In addition to pleading guilty, Kim has agreed to cooperate 
with an ongoing public corruption investigation being conducted by federal authorities.
 According to his plea agreement, Kim is a real estate appraiser and consultant who was one 
of the top fundraisers for a member of the Los Angeles City Council – “Councilmember A” – who 
was member of the City’s Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM). Beginning in 
early 2017, Kim was also a close political ally of Councilmember A’s staff member, who is identified 
in court documents as “City Staffer A-1.” Kim admitted that he supported Councilmember A’s 
and City Staffer A-1’s succession plan, including the need to ensure the election of Councilmember 
A’s relative to the Los Angeles City Council once Councilmember A’s term expired. Kim was 
motivated to help Councilmember A maintain power because Kim would be poised to financially 
benefit from potential illicit schemes in Councilmember A’s district. 
 The bribery scheme was triggered in the summer of 2016, when a labor organization filed 
an appeal claiming a real estate project violated requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act. The appeal prevented the project from progressing through the city’s approval 
processes, including approvals by the PLUM Committee and City Council. After the appeal was 
filed, a person identified as Developer C called Kim and asked him to obtain Councilmember 
A’s assistance with the appeal on Developer C’s project.
 On September 1, 2016, Kim met with Councilmember A, City Staffer A-1, and Developer C 
at a Korean karaoke establishment in Los Angeles. At this meeting, Councilmember A agreed to 
help Developer C with resolving the issues related to the project. At a lunch meeting the following 
day, City Staffer A-1 told Kim that Councilmember A would not help the project for free and 
that Councilmember A would require a financial benefit in exchange for help ensuring the project 
moved forward through the city approval process.
 During a series of meetings and communications in late 2016 and early 2017, Developer C 
and Councilmember A – through Kim and City Staffer A-1 – negotiated a $500,000 bribe payment.
 In February or March 2017, Developer C met Kim at a commercial building in Los 
Angeles and gave Kim $400,000 in cash in a paper bag that was intended for Councilmember 
A, according to the plea agreement. Kim admitted he later gave City Staffer A-1 hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in cash to deliver to Councilmember A, but kept some cash for himself 
for facilitating the bribe payment. Around the same time, City Staffer A-1 informed Kim that 
Councilmember A held up is end of the deal and helped resolve the appeal.
 In July 2017, Developer C provided the remaining $100,000 of the agreed-upon $500,000 
bribe to be paid to Councilmember A for successfully resolving the appeal.  Kim admitted he 
met with Developer C at an office in Los Angeles and received an additional $100,000 in cash 
from Developer C, but Kim kept this money for himself.
 Kim also admitted in his plea agreement that he made a series of false statements in 
recorded interviews in May and July of 2017 to FBI agents who were investigating corruption 
in the City of Los Angeles.
 Finally, in his plea agreement, Kim admitted he failed to declare any of the cash he received 
from Developer C for his role in facilitating the bribery scheme on his federal income tax return 
for 2017.
 Kim was directed to make his initial appearance in this case on March 31 in United States 
District Court in downtown Los Angeles.
 Kim faces a statutory maximum sentence of 10 years in federal prison.
 While Kim has agreed to plead guilty to the bribery offense alleged in the criminal 
information, he does not admit all of the factual allegations contained in that charging document.
 The case against Kim is part of an ongoing public corruption investigation being conducted 
by the FBI and the U.S. Attorney’s Office. Any member of the public who has information related 
to this or any other public corruption matter related the City of Los Angeles is encouraged to 
send information to the FBI’s email tip line at pctips-losangeles@fbi.gov or to contact their local 
FBI Field Office. In Los Angeles, the FBI can be reached 24 hours a day at (310) 477-6565.
 This case is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Mack E. Jenkins, Chief of 
the Public Corruption and Civil Rights Section, and Assistant United States Attorney Veronica 
Dragalin, also of the Public Corruption and Civil Rights Section. 
 CityWatch will keep you informed. (

This report provided to CityWatch by the US Department of Justice.)

Will Mitch Talk?
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Huntington Beach, CA 92647
657-237-7595

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 3/18/2020 to 4/13/2020. Equal monthly payments required for 40 months. Ashley Furniture 
does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, Hot Buys, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture 
protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress and box springs are subject to a $10.50 per unit CA recycling fee. 
†Subject to availability. Order must be entered by 4 PM. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC., many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not 
both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at 
all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2020 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: March 18, 2020. Expires: April 13, 2020.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on 
the promo purchase if you pay it off, in full, within the promo period. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. The required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off the promo purchase by the end of the promo period. 
Regular account terms apply to non promo purchases and, after promo period ends, to the remaining promo balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. 
Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to 
the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your 
account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

DOORBUSTERS! LIMITED QUANTITIES! When they're gone, they're gone!

Reg. Price $799.99

BRIDSON 
5 Piece 
Dining Set

$29999

Includes counter height 
table and 4 bar stools.

YOU 
SAVE62%

Reg. Price $399.99SUNDOWN TREASURE  
Adirondack Chair
Available in 4 colors. Side table available.

YOU 
SAVE62%

$14999
each

YOU 
SAVE71%

Reg. Price $699.99

$19999
TORI King Mattress

PHONE ORDERS ONLY


