
Aliso Canyon

Public Comments Now Sought,
5 ½ Years after Gas Leak

Special to Valley Voice

On March 18, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health’s Aliso Canyon 
Disaster Health Research Study team released a set of draft Health Study Goals and 
Priorities for public review and comment. As required by the Court settlement with the 

Southern California Gas Company, the draft Goals and Priorities were determined by the 
Health Study’s Scientific Oversight Committee (SOC) and reflect input gathered from a series 
of community engagements with people who lived near and experienced the Aliso Canyon 
disaster.
  Independent third-party researchers will conduct the Health Study. Study types and 
research methods will be proposed by independent third-party researchers through a 
competitive bid process following the release of a Request for Proposals (RFP) later this year.
 The public comment period will be open for 30 days and close on Friday, April 16, 2021, at 
5:00 p.m. The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (Public Health) and the SOC 
requests and encourages the public, especially people living and working in the San Fernando 
Valley’s northwestern neighborhoods, to review and provide comments on the detailed goals 
and priorities. All public comments will be considered when finalizing the Health Study Goals 
and Priorities.
  Interested members of the public may submit their comments on the draft Health Study 
Goals and Priorities no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16, 2021. Comments may be 
submitted through an online form or by email.
  The draft Health Study Goals and Priorities and instructions for submitting comments are 
available for download and review at http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/healthresearch/
goal-priorities-draft-public-review.pdf.
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Despite Court Closures, 2020 Brought Big Courthouse Wins
For Plaintiffs in the Southern California Gas Leak Cases

By Kelly W. Weil

Despite courthouse doors closing throughout California starting in March 
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and making in-person jury trials 
nearly impossible, tens of thousands of Plaintiffs have made monumental 

progress in their individual cases against Southern California Gas Company 
– the largest distributor of natural gas in the United States – related to the 
largest uncontrolled release of natural gas in U.S. history. 
 It has been five years since residents in the communities of Porter Ranch, 
Northridge, Granada Hills, and Chatsworth were exposed to a then unknown 
mixture of chemicals emitted from SS-25, a blown-out gas storage well located 
at the SoCalGas-owned Aliso Canyon storage facility.  The well emitted natural 
gas, odorants, petroleum-related hydrocarbons, well control fluids, and crude 
oil for 111 days.  Tens of thousands of impacted residents relocated as a result 
of health effects from the chemical exposure.  Five years later, Plaintiffs are 
still patiently awaiting their day in court. 
 Two weeks before the first of many pandemic “lockdowns,” the Court 
issued a sanctions order against Defendants SoCalGas and Sempra Energy 
for improperly withholding documents under false claims of privilege.  
The sanctions order granted Plaintiffs the ability to re-open depositions 
with newly produced documents at the Defendants’ expense.  Since April 
2020, Plaintiffs have taken dozens of virtual depositions using hundreds of 
the previously withheld documents, at the expense of over $1 million (and 
counting).  The court-ordered depositions continue to this day and include 
high level executives of both SoCalGas and Sempra Energy, along with 
current and former employees and contractors who made various attempts to 
warn management over many years that aging wells at Aliso Canyon had not 
been inspected for decades and were at risk of failing. 
 Using documents and testimony from these depositions, Plaintiffs have 
successfully overcome two major motions brought by the Defendants – (i) Sempra 
Energy’s Motion for Summary Judgment and (ii) Defendants’ Motion for Summary 
Adjudication Regarding Punitive Damages. 

    *  *  *
 In its Motion for Summary Judgment, Sempra Energy (the Fortune 500 parent 
company of SoCalGas) unsuccessfully attempted to remove itself entirely from the 
case.  Plaintiffs presented evidence that Sempra, acting through its Chief Executive 
Officer, controlled many decisions by SoCalGas – including overseeing its response 
to the leak efforts.  The Court wrote in its decision, “Moreover, if Plaintiffs’ evidence 
bears out, there is a possibility that a reasonable factfinder could determine that 
Sempra’s knowledge, constructive or otherwise, of allegedly decades-long safety issues 
at Aliso Canyon, coupled with its failure to remedy those concerns while representing, 
implicitly or otherwise, to the CPUC or others that everything was fine, constitutes an 
inequitable result that justifies piercing the corporate veil.” 
 In another attempt to limit liability exposure, Defendants unsuccessfully moved 
to strike punitive damages from Plaintiffs’ claims.  The Court, in its decision, wrote 
that “Plaintiffs have presented a proverbial laundry list of evidence demonstrating 
Defendants’ inexcusably cavalier approach to the management and operation of SS-
25 at Aliso Canyon.”  The Court’s decision further relied upon Plaintiffs’ evidence 
which showed Defendants’ “(1) willful failure to undertake meaningful safeguards 
in a conscious disregard of their safety obligations under the Public Utility Code, (2) 
blasé attitude toward well containment after the blowout, and (3) misrepresentations 
aimed at securing its own financial and reputational interests to the detriment of 
plaintiffs’ health and well-being.” 
 Litigation continues against SoCalGas and Sempra Energy.  Plaintiffs are hopeful 
to receive a date certain for a 2021 Bellwether trial, where punitive damages will be 
presented to the jury, in the near future. 
 CPM lawyers Frank Pitre, Gary Praglin, and Kelly Weil serve on the Plaintiffs’ 
Steering Committee. 

   (Kelly W. Weil is a partner at Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy, LLP’s Santa Monica office, 
where she litigates on behalf of consumers, whistleblowers, and injured individuals.)
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PORTER RANCH NEEDS YOUR VOICE!
It is time to vote for the slate of five! We are the right choice for Porter Ranch.
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Get A
Flu Shot.
Take A
Covid
Test.
Be A Super-Spreader
Of Hope.

Wait where you want. Join the virtual line.
ExerVirtualLine.com

ExerUrgentCare.com

• No appointment necessary
• Open 7 days a week from 9am to 9pm*
     (Last patient registered at 8:30pm)   *Excludes Playa Vista

American Judeo-
Christian Values

By Dennis Prager

Conservatives often speak of Judeo-Christian values and how the current 
civil war in the United States and the rest of the West is essentially a battle 
between those values and the left, which rejects Judeo-Christian values.

 They are right.
 But they rarely explain what Judeo-Christian values are. Yet, without an 
explanation, mentioning Judeo-Christian values is useless.
 So, let me do that now.
 First, a word about the term. Some Jews and Christians find the term 
confusing, if not objectionable, since Judaism and Christianity have different 
theologies. But no one speaks of Judeo-Christian theology, only of Judeo-
Christian values.
 Judeo-Christian values are essentially another term for biblical values. 
Judaism and Christianity are both based on the Old Testament — its God, its 
Ten Commandments, its admonition to love one’s neighbor as oneself, to love 
God, to lead a holy life, etc. Christians also believe in the New Testament, but 
only an opponent of Christianity would argue that the New Testament negates 
the values of the Old.
 Here they are:
 1. Objective moral standards come from God. As I have written and spoken 
about in a PragerU video and elsewhere, if there is no God who declares murder 
wrong, murder can be subjectively wrong but not objectively wrong. So, while 
there can certainly be nonbelievers who hold murder, stealing and other actions 
wrong, without God, those are opinions, not moral facts. Without the God of the 
Bible, there are no moral facts.
 2. God judges our behavior, and we are therefore accountable to God for our 
behavior. Outside of a religious worldview, there is no higher being to whom we 
are morally accountable.
 3. Just as morality derives from God, so do rights. All men “are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,” declares the Declaration of 
Independence.
 4. The human being is uniquely precious. While the Bible repeatedly forbids 
cruel behavior to animals (cutting or tearing off the limb of a living animal to 
eat it as a means of preserving the rest of the animal, not allowing an animal 
a day of rest, not allowing an animal to eat while working in the field), only 
human beings are created in God’s image.

    *  *  *

 5. The world is based on a divine order, meaning divinely ordained 
distinctions. Among these divine distinctions are: God and man, man and 
woman, human and animal, good and evil, and nature and God.
 6. Human beings are not basically good. Therefore, the most important moral 
endeavor is making good people. Religious Jews and Christians understand 
that the greatest battle in life is with one’s nature. For the opponents of Judeo-
Christian values, the greatest moral battle is not with one’s nature; it is with 
society (specifically, American society).
 7. Precisely because we are not basically good, we must not trust our hearts 
to lead us to proper behavior. The road to hell is paved with good hearts. Feelings 
make us human, but they cannot direct our lives. This alone divides the Bible-
based from those on the left.
 8. All human beings are created in God’s image. Therefore, race is of no 
significance. We all emanate from Adam and Eve, whose race is never mentioned. 
That many religious people held racist views only testifies to the almost infinite 
ability of people to distort what is good.
 9. Fear God, not man. Fear of God is a foundation of morality. In the Book 
of Exodus, Egyptian midwives were ordered by the Pharaoh to kill all newborn 
Hebrew boys. They disobeyed the divine king of Egypt. Why? Because “the 
midwives feared God.” In America today, more people fear the print, electronic 
and social media than fear God.
 10. Human beings have free will. In the secular world, there is no free will 
because all human behavior is attributed to genes and environment. Only a 
religious worldview, which posits the existence of a divine soul — something 
independent of genes and environment — allows for free will.
 11. Liberty. America was founded on the belief that God wants us to be 
free. On the Liberty Bell is inscribed just one thing (aside from the name of the 
company that manufactured the bell). It is a verse from the Bible: “Proclaim 
Liberty Throughout All the Land Unto All the Inhabitants thereof.” The current 
assaults on personal liberty — unprecedented in American history — emanate 
from those who reject the Bible as their moral guide (including more than a few 
Jews and Christians who have joined the assault, having been indoctrinated 
with anti-religious views in high school and college).
 When Judeo-Christian principles are abandoned, evil eventually ensues. One 
doesn’t have to be a believer to acknowledge this. Many secular conservatives 
recognize that the end of religion in the West leads to moral chaos — which is 
exactly what we are witnessing today and exactly what we witnessed in Europe 
last century. When Christianity died in Europe, we got communism, fascism and 
Nazism. What will we get in America if Christianity and Judeo-Christian values 
die?
 
 (Creators Syndicate contributor Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated radio 
talk-show host and columnist.)

Explore Closing Natural Gas 
Facility in Playa del Rey

The Los Angeles City Council Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 
moved forward a resolution calling for a study into the feasibility of shutting down the 
Playa del Rey natural gas storage facility, which the resolution said is at high risk of 

tsunamis, wildfire and endangering residents.
 The resolution, which was introduced by Councilman Mike Bonin, notes that a 2018 study 
by the California Council on Science and Technology found that the facility ``stands out as a 
facility with relatively higher risk to health and safety than the other facilities in California.’’
 The site at 8141 Gulana Ave. is close to LAX and has a large population living nearby, and 
in the event of a gas leak, could become an environmental disaster.
 During the 2015 Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility methane leak, 8,000 people had 
to be evacuated. That was deemed one of the worst natural gas leaks in the United States and 
one of the worst environmental catastrophes in California history, according to the resolution.
 The resolution will go before the entire City Council at an undetermined date. If adopted, 
it would show the council’s support for a study into the feasibility of closing the facility.
 ``As Los Angeles gets ready to finalize a plan for reaching 100% renewable energy, it is time 
for the governor to do the same,’’ said Food & Water Watch Southern California organizer 
Ethan Senser in a statement. ``But SoCalGas’ site at Playa del Rey is not the only dirty gas 
facility with no place in our clean energy future.’’
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Windfall Stabilizes 
City’s Finances … 

for Now!
By Jack Humphreville

The City Administrative Officer’s Third Financial Status Report 
recommendations on how to handle the City’s $1.354 billion windfall from 
the federal government pursuant to the American Rescue Plan (“ARP”) are 

spot on.
 He also points out that while these funds will stabilize the City’s finances, this 
infusion of cash is a one-time deal and recommends that the City not embark on any 
new programs or initiatives unless done through the annual budgeting process. 
 This year, the City was able to eliminate the $689 million budget gap through 
a variety of drastic solutions, including, but not limited to, $133 million of deficit 
financing and $294 million from the Reserve and Budget Stabilization Funds.
 Under the ARP, the City is expected to receive the windfall in two equal 
installments of $677 million, the first within the next two months and the second in the 
latter half of the next fiscal year that begins on July 1, 2021.  The CAO recommends 
that the City use this year’s installment of $677 million in the following manner.
 Eliminate deficit financing: $133.4 million.
 Replenish the Budget and Stabilization Funds: $293.9.
 Replenish the Reserve Fund to offset the revenue losses of 2019-20: $196 
million.
 Increase the Reserve Fund: $53.7 (the balance of the $677 windfall).
 Along with the $183.9 million remaining in the Reserve Fund, an amount that 
would have devoured by next year’s budget gap without the ARP infusion, the 
City’s total reserves will total $728 million, or about 11.2% of the General Fund 
budget, $78 million more than the City’s 10% goal.
 To the members of the City Council, the City’s reserves of $728 million and the 
next year’s infusion of $677 million signal that “happy days are here again” because 
the City will have the resources for new initiatives and pet projects.  Unfortunately, 
the City is looking at a budget deficit for next year of an estimated $800 to $900 
million.  This assumes that the economy begins to pick up during the summer and 
that there is no spike in Covid-19 cases and deaths.  This does not consider the need 
for the General Fund to cover the recurring revenue shortfalls of the City’s Special 
Funds that rely on sales and other taxes to fund their operations.
 Since March of 2020 through June 30, 2022, the City is expecting a revenue 
short fall, including special funds, of $1.6 billion, $250 million more than the $1.35 
windfall.
 The Mayor and the City Council should abide by the CAO’s recommendation 
to address appropriations through the regular budgeting process.  This requires 
the Mayor to present his Proposed Budget (hopefully balanced without too many 
gimmicks) to the City Council on April 20, at which time the City Council will 
have its shot at the budget.  In addition, there will be additional clarification on 
the use of the $1.345 billion stimulus funds as well as the prospect for additional 
federal funds to address homelessness, income protection, rent relief, and economic 
development that may be taken into consideration.
 
 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

Fight Left-Wing Lies 
With ... Facts

By Larry Elder

A couple of years ago, I gave a speech before a conservative, predominantly 
white audience. I couldn’t help but notice a tall, heavyset Black man, arms 
folded, standing in the back. From time to time, I would look at him, only to 

see him frown and shake his head, I assumed disapprovingly, when I made what I 
considered important points.
 After the speech, he came up to me. “I am angry,” he said. “Not at you — at 
myself. I thought I was well informed. I read the news. I watch the news. I now see 
I’ve been manipulated by the party that I voted for all my life.”
 He then ticked off some of the points I made in my speech that he said surprised 
or even shocked him.
 He said he had no idea that (according to a 2004 Thomas B. Fordham Institute 
study) 44% of Philadelphia public school teachers send their own school-age kids 
to private school. Yet the Democratic Party adamantly opposes school vouchers, 
which would give K-12 children of urban parents a chance at a better school.
 He did not know that Democrats, including President Barack Obama, tried to 
end the Washington, D.C., Opportunity Scholarship Program. It is a lottery that 
allows fortunate parents to opt out of their local public school for a better private 
school. The program is so popular that there are far more parents who want to 
participate than there are seats. “What’s more important, “ he asked me, “than 
making sure are kids are well educated?”
 He did not know that, in 1965, 25% of Black kids were born outside of wedlock, 
versus 70% today, a phenomenon that cannot be attributed to slavery and Jim 
Crow. He did not know that Barack Obama once said, “Children who grow up 
without a father are five times more likely to live in poverty and commit crime; 
nine times more likely to drop out of schools and 20 times more likely to end up in 
prison.”
 He said he was unaware that out of the approximately 390,000 slave owners 
in 1860, no more than a “handful” were Republican, according to conservative 
Dinesh D’Souza.

    *  *  *

 He did not know that more Republicans, as a percentage of their party, voted 
for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 than did Democrats. Nor did he know that more 
Republicans, as a percentage of their party, voted for the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
than did Democrats. He did not know that Democrats founded the Ku Klux Klan 
and that one of its goals was to stop the spread of the Republican Party.
 He said he was unaware that, before 1938, when the first federal minimum 
wage law was enacted, a Black teenager was more likely to be employed than a 
white teenager.
 He did not know that, according to Harvard economist George Borjas, illegal 
immigration creates winners and losers. But the big losers are low- and unskilled 
American workers of color who compete against low- and unskilled illegal 
immigrant workers — who place downward pressure on the wages of the native-
born.
 The man did not know that, according to The Washington Post, in recent years, 
more unarmed whites have been killed by the police than unarmed Blacks. He was 
unaware of studies, including one by a Black Harvard economist, that found the 
police more hesitant, more reluctant, to pull the trigger on a Black suspect than on 
a white suspect. He did not know that, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, police killings of Blacks declined almost 80% from the late ‘60s 
through the 2010s, while police killings of whites have flatlined.
 He did not know that, about racism, then-Sen. Barack Obama said: “The 
previous generation, the Moses generation, pointed the way. They took us 90% of 
the way there. We still got that 10% in order to cross over to the other side.” This 
would be the same Obama who, when he became president, said: “The legacy of 
slavery, Jim Crow, discrimination in almost every institution of our lives — you 
know, that casts a long shadow. And that’s still part of our DNA that’s passed on. 
We’re not cured of it.”
 According to MSNBC political analyst Steve Kornacki, 43,000 votes in just 
three states would have switched the winner from Joe Biden to Donald Trump. This 
means all Republicans need to do is change the minds of a small percentage of the 
electorate.
 The man at my speech proves this is more than doable.
 
 (Larry Elder is a bestselling author and nationally syndicated radio talk show 
host and writes for Creators Syndicate.)
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ATTACKING THE INNOCENT

Libertarian View

The Woke Awards
By John Stossel,

Creators Syndicate

Oscar nominees have been announced.
 The AP highlighted the record number of nominations of “actors of color” and “a 
record year for women.”

 Today, such declarations are important in this “woke” media world.
 Future Oscars will have actual quotas for minority groups.
 Actor David Oyelowo praised the new standards, saying, “Anyone and everyone who is 
on that list of marginalized groups that are now going to be represented, are cheering.”
 No. Not all are cheering.
 “Black, white, Asian... none of that should matter,” says musician Eric July in my new 
video.
 July, who is Black, complains that quotas cheapen awards. “It’s supposed to be based on 
merit.”
 When I told him that director Roseanne Liang calls the new rules “one of the bravest 
and most amazing things that the Academy has done,” July responded, “No, it’s not. ... It 
basically turns the award into nothing. They feel sorry for you, so they’re going to... give you 
an award.”
 I pushed back, that most Oscar voters are older white men. Even when movies starring 
Black people did well (Samuel L. Jackson is America’s highest-grossing actor), award shows 
gave fewer Oscars to Black performers.
 July replies, “The hundred-meter dash top 10... all of them are going to be Black people... 
it doesn’t mean that there is some sort of wrongdoing.”
 “But what about the legacy of American racism?” I asked.
 “Of course, it’s a thing — you can’t say that it isn’t, but this battle was already fought 
and won... We went off a cliff to where we’re talking as if there’s a Klansman behind every 
single corner, preventing people from being great.”
 But in Hollywood, such facts matter less than wailing about how oppressed you are.
 Patricia Arquette, accepting a supporting actress award, shouted: “It’s our time to have 
wage equality once and for all. And equal rights for women in the United States!”
 The Oscar audience stood and cheered.
 But American women have equal rights, and there is no wage gap once you factor in job 
choices. (Men are more eager to work overtime; women more likely to take time off to care 
for children.)
 Politics now rules awards shows. Among the Hollywood crowd, what’s moral is pushing 
for a giant government that passes ever more well-intended rules, no matter how expensive 
and ineffective the result.
 I won 19 Emmys criticizing capitalists. I won zero awards once I started criticizing 
government.
 Today’s awards celebrate people who love big intrusive government. Last year, New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo was given an Emmy for his COVID-19 press conferences. 
Cuomo accepted the award via Zoom, praising himself for offering “authentic truth,” even 
though he’d lied about the number of people who died because of his policies.
 “Don’t expect the governor of Florida to get one of those awards,” says July.
 The Grammy Awards are eager to praise Democrats. Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton 
and Jimmy Carter all got Grammys for reading their audiobooks. President Carter got a 
bunch. Democrats were nominated for 19 Grammys since 2000. No Republicans were 
nominated.
 “A lot of these awards just shouldn’t even be seen as legitimate on that alone,” says July.
 Today’s award shows aren’t about recognizing what’s best. They’re about pleasing the left.
 Maybe that’s why ratings have been dropping for years. Viewership for the 2021 Golden 
Globes was down by 68%. The Grammy Awards fell by 55%.
 Perhaps the public is wising up.

  Background
 In October 2015, the largest gas blowout in the history of the United States began at 
the Southern California Gas (SoCal Gas) Company’s Aliso Canyon gas storage facility. An 
estimated total of 109,000 metric tons of methane flowed uncontrolled from Aliso Canyon 
Well SS-25. It was sealed, on February 15, 2016. Many residents experienced physical and 
emotional symptoms during the blowout and after the well was sealed, and some continue to 
report symptoms to this day.
 In February 2019, a legal settlement was approved by a Los Angeles County Superior 
Court requiring SoCal Gas to pay $25 million for a study of short- and long-term health 
impacts. A competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) process will be launched in late Spring/
Early Summer of 2021 to recruit an independent research team to lead the Health Study.
  The SOC, a group of independent national and subject matter experts and public agency 
representatives lending expertise to the Health Study program, will be developing important 
components of the RFP. One of the key elements of the RFP will be the final Aliso Canyon 
Disaster Health Study Goals and Priorities. Developed with input received from the affected 
community through a variety of engagement efforts, these draft Goals and Priorities identify 
key areas the Health Study should address.
 Over the past two years, Public Health has engaged extensively with the impacted 
communities and has collected a wealth of input including: what residents would like to see 
studied, what their health concerns were and may continue to be, and what the lingering 
symptoms following the blowout are. The SOC is using this input to shape and inform the 
Health Study development process, including determining the specific Health Study goals, 
which are now posted online for public review and comment.
 For more information on the Health Study, visit http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/
healthresearch/.

5 ½ Years after Gas Leak
(Continued from page 1)

(Paid Advertising)
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Briana N. Haghighi

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

Psalm 23 has been called the greatest of all the psalms in the Bible. It is one of the 
most well-known and most often read scriptures worldwide. This Psalm doesn’t 
just bring help to the helpless; it brings supernatural help to the helpless. It 

doesn’t just bring hope to the hopeless; it brings supernatural hope to the hopeless. 
It doesn’t just bring healing to the hurting; it brings supernatural healing to the 
hurting. And it doesn’t just bring encouragement to the discouraged; it brings 
supernatural encouragement to the discouraged. 

Psalm 23 teaches that God is our Great Shepherd, and He lovingly 
leads, protects, and provides for His sheep. Who are His sheep? Every person 
on this planet who puts their faith and trust in God and His Son Jesus Christ. 
The Bible mentions sheep more than 500 times. Why are believers called sheep? 
Perhaps it’s because we, like sheep, tend to be vulnerable and wander away 
from the Shepherd easily. But I believe the primary reason is because of the 
tender, protective, and trusting relationship that a shepherd has with his sheep. 
Here are three important attributes of God, our Great Shepherd:

1. The Shepherd is permanently responsible for the sheep. Psalm 23:1 
says, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” The shepherd’s job 
is 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 365 days a year—there are no days 
off. If he decides to take a break, the sheep can get lost, hurt, or even die (cf. 
Is. 40:11, Ez. 34:22, Ps. 100:3). The work of the shepherd is for the welfare 
of the sheep. He must look after his sheep, feed them, lead them to water and 
shade, and protect them from predators. Likewise, the LORD (whose name 
means He was, He is, and He will be) does not rest or take His eye off you. He 
is permanently responsible for the sheep of His flock. He is trustworthy and 
oh so capable of meeting all your needs.

2. The Shepherd is powerfully responsive to the sheep. Sheep recognize the 
voice of their shepherd, and the shepherd knows each of his sheep by name. 

The GreatestThe Greatest
of All Timeof All Time

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
-  Shepherd of the Hills

Psalm 23 is a profound picture and foreshadowing of Jesus Christ. Jesus said in 
John 10:11; 14-15, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep… I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
the sheep.” Then Jesus said in John 10:27, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know 

them, and they follow me.” Jesus, the Great Shepherd, hears us and responds 
to our needs. 
3. The Shepherd has a personal relationship with His sheep. Notice that 
Psalm 23:1 doesn’t say, “The LORD is the shepherd…” or, “The LORD is a 
shepherd…” It says, “The LORD is my shepherd…” (emphasis added). The 
word “my” conveys a personal relationship and closeness. This means that the 
Good Shepherd is personally related to His sheep. He is theirs, and they are 
His. You cannot expect the Shepherd’s protection if you haven’t made Him 
your Shepherd through a personal relationship with Him. How do you obtain 
a personal relationship with God, the Good Shepherd? First, you acknowledge 
that you are lost without Him (see Isaiah 53:6). Second, you accept Him into 

your heart and into your life (see John 1:12 and Romans 10:9). Third, you acclaim 
Him by believing in and following Him (see John 10:25-28).  

The Shepherd is so loving, trustworthy, and faithful. We can rely on His provision, rest 
in His presence, and be refreshed by His peace. So, let’s silence the noise around us and 
listen to the Shepherd’s voice in order to find peace in an often chaotic world.
     
 Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share 
Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd 
Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch services 
online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Ins-
tagram.

Here Comes the Sun
By R. Emmett Tyrrell

Washington — I was right. I have been right for over 50 years. Through those 
at times lonely years, I have been patronized by affluent magazines and 
newspapers for setting up The American Spectator as an organ of opinion that 

eschewed making a profit. I would cover our expenses in other ways. I did not ignore 
making a profit, but I had studied the plight of intellectual reviews and recognized 

that an intellectual 
review — like a 
symphony orchestra, 
like a museum, like a 
think tank — rarely 
makes a profit. There 
simply is not a large 
enough audience to 
profit from putting an 
intellectual magazine 
out. However, 
intellectual magazines 
are valuable products.
 Well, now, as 
more and more once 
affluent magazines 
and newspapers are 
going belly up or 
seeking other ways to 
finance themselves, I 
am feeling pretty good 
about how I decided to 
finance The American 
Spectator when I was 
still a graduate student 
at Indiana University 
decades ago. The 
latest group to go the 
nonprofit route is the 
legendary Baltimore 
Sun. Yes, that 184-year-
old newspaper, the 
fabled home of H. L. 
Mencken and a dozen 
or so lesser giants of 
journalism, will now be 
owned by the nonprofit 

Sunlight for All Institute. Bear in mind the Sun is not even an intellectual review. It 
serves the hoi polloi, or at least the general public who aspire to getting their news and 
commentary in a more demanding medium than the evening’s half-hour televised news 
report, interrupted by 10 or 15 minutes of commercials.
 As I understand it, a local businessman, Stewart Bainum, has struck a deal to 
buy the Sun for $65 million. He is a competent entrepreneur but seems to understand 
newspapers are no longer surefire profitable monopolies in a city such as Baltimore. He 
will do what he can to keep the Sun lean and in fighting trim, but he will not cut the 
newspaper’s staff and costs to the bone. When he has to go over budget to produce a 
useful newspaper, he will do so, and the Sunlight for All Institute will foot the bill. He 
will take the loss as a tax write-off.
 Other newspapers and magazines have done the same. Bainum and others like 
him realize that advertising revenue has, thanks to the computer revolution, gone 
elsewhere. In effect, it has ruined an entire market, the market for newspapers. Not 
only has the market for newspapers been disturbed, but the consumers of newspapers 
have also dwindled. Television has ultimately won the war between the newsprint and 
the television set. Yet, as Bainum knows, the newspaper reader is vital to an enlightened 
community. The newspaper readers might not be as numerous as they once were, but for 
the sake of a healthy, robust society, they must be maintained.

    *  *  *

 Interestingly, Bainum is, as near as I can tell, a liberal — a public-spirited liberal, 
but a liberal. Whether he intends the Sun to serve both the liberal community and the 
conservative community of Baltimore, I have no clue. I have worked with conservative 
people all my life, and it does not surprise me that when a businessman decides to save a 
newspaper, his politics are most likely liberal. Dick Scaife, the conservative philanthropist 
who gave liberals nightmares, was a rare conservative. He adored newspapers and he 
funded one in Pittsburgh and other publications, too. There are few Dick Scaifes around 
today. Nonetheless, if Bainum wants a healthy community, he will want a healthy give-
and-take between liberals and conservatives.
 Whether this can be achieved in this day and age of internecine political warfare, 
I have my doubts. Possibly, Bainum can keep his news pages neutral, as The Wall 
Street Journal does. Then he might open two pages of commentary, a liberal page and a 
conservative page. More likely, he might maintain a balance between those columnists 
on the left and those on the right. Whatever he does, his editors will be busy.
 Regardless, saving the Baltimore Sun is a noble endeavor. Saving print journalism 
in general is a noble endeavor. I think the Founding Fathers would approve of Bainum’s 
efforts. What they would make of the computer age, I have my doubts. I think even 
Benjamin Franklin would be puzzled. My guess is he would give his brainchild, 
electricity, a second thought.

 (R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr. is founder and editor in chief of The American Spectator. He 
also writes for the Creators Syndicate.)



THERESA LUCY (DIMENNA) LITZIE
12/19/1932 - 1/1/21

O ur family is greatly saddened by the loss 
of our much-loved mother, grandmother, 

and great grandmother Theresa Lucy 
(DiMenna) Litzie. Theresa found her calling 
as a young wife to Anthony Kenneth Litzie 
Sr. (deceased) and as an exceptionally 
devoted mother to son Anthony Kenneth 
Litzie Jr. (Sandy) and daughter Cindy Marie 
Litzie (John Bareford). Theresa will also be 
missed by her brother Joseph DiMenna and 
sister-in-law Frances, grandchildren and great grandchildren Angelise, 
Nicole (Stefan), Isabella, Jake, Antonia, and Brandon, and many 
cousins, nieces, and nephews in the United States and Italy. Everyone, 
in every aspect of Theresa’s life, felt cared for and truly heard when they 
interacted with her. What an incredibly fortunate family we are to have 
been loved and cherished by such a selfless, compassionate, wise, and 
faith-filled person.
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LA and the Missing Mayor
By Mac Shorty

CITY WATCH LA - This month marks seven years of Eric Garcetti’s reign as mayor. Those seven years have left many 
Angelinos hard-pressed to name even a single aspect of our civic life that has improved.
 Most recently, Mr. Garcetti has blundered his way through the COVID-19 response. He has pared back on testing sites 

and slots, ignored the plight of low-income communities, and threatened already hurting job creators.  
 The resulting devastation has hit minority communities the hardest. These human beings are not statistics to me. I have 
seen single mothers cast from their jobs like disposable goods. I have had children come to me asking if their futures will ever 
recover.
 I assure them they will. But Mayor Garcetti threatens my ability to keep that promise to those in our community who are 
concerned about their future.
 His mismanagement of the pandemic has only magnifi ed his other failures. Under his watch, homelessness in Los Angeles 
has increased by 75%. Tonight, over 16,000 Angelinos will go to sleep in their cars, and more than 42,000 will have no shelter 
at all. On the streets, they will face hell on earth. 
 A UN report compared Skid Row’s conditions to a Syrian refugee camp. It is a scene of rodents crawling in gutters and 
raw sewage fl owing into storm drains. Public health experts have pointed to the sanitation impact itself as grounds for a public 
health emergency. It’s no wonder that the death toll for the homeless has spiked 76% in the last fi ve years. One homelessness 
expert says a leading cause of death is hyperthermia from exposure to the elements.
 Meanwhile, Mr. Garcetti goes to sleep in his plush taxpayer funded mansion and rents out his personal home for $5,000 
a month. He travels the country seeking to prop up a future career in higher offi ce. In one 12-month stretch, he spent 112 
days—more than 30 percent of his time—away from LA. 
 With him so removed from the crisis, is anyone surprised that his remedies have failed?
 So-called “Project Roomkey,” which was supposed to allow homeless individuals to stay in vacant hotel and motel rooms, 
was dead on arrival. So was his promise to build housing for the homeless through Measure HHH. Four years after voters 
approved $1.2 billion to build 10,000 units, less than 50 units have been completed. Meanwhile, astronomical development 
costs have cut the number of units promised from 10,000 to 6,000.
 Where he has failed in the temporary fi x of housing, he has also failed in the long-term cure of job creation. Mr. Garcetti 
has all but dropped his promise to eliminate the city’s business tax, even though job creators say it is the chief reason they 
won’t come to LA.
 Adding to our fi scal problems, Mr. Garcetti has made no attempt to control the rising costs of pension benefi ts. The result 
has been cuts in services and decaying infrastructure, including horrifi c traffi c and a deteriorating subway system. Spending on 
pension and retirement benefi ts for city workers now consumes 20 percent of the general fund—four times what it did in 2002. 
 While these problems fester, an ongoing, FBI-led corruption probe will likely distract our missing mayor. The LA 
Times reported that the ongoing FBI investigation into City Councilman Jose Huizar has expanded to include “current and 
former members of Garcetti’s administration.”
 Through cronyism, neglect, and absenteeism, Mayor Garcetti has made the disparities of Los Angeles worse than ever. 
People are now pouring into the streets—sometimes to protest, sometimes to live in tents, sometimes to die.
 That is why some Angelenos are advocating for his recall, because they believe it is the only way to secure the new 
beginning we so desperately need.
 There is a virus ravaging Los Angeles, and it won’t be cured by Eric Garcetti. Together, let’s set Los Angeles on a new, 
united path.

(Mac Shorty is a former Methodist minister, former vice chair of the Watts, Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, and founder 
of the community repower movement) Posted fi rst at Townhall.com.

Trump, always infuriated by criticism, has called for columnists who disparage him to be fi red, hecklers at his rallies to 
be beaten up, and TV stations to lose their licenses if they run ads vilifying his handling of the pandemic — calls routinely 
amplifi ed on social media by tens of thousands of his followers.
 When a Babson College professor joked that Iran ought to bomb “sites of beloved American cultural heritage” like 
the Mall of America and the Kardashian residence, a right-wing website launched a campaign that got him fi red.
 The new Cato survey found that more than one in fi ve Americans (22 percent) would support fi ring a business executive 
who donated money to Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential campaign, while 31 percent would be OK with fi ring someone 
who gave money to Trump’s re-election campaign. The urge to ostracize or penalize unwelcome views isn’t restricted to 
just one end of the spectrum.
 Americans’ right to free speech is shielded by the Constitution to a degree unmatched anywhere else. But our First 
Amendment guarantees will prove impotent if the habit of free speech is lost. For generations, Americans were raised to 
see debate as legitimate, desirable, and essential to democratic health. They quoted Voltaire’s (apocryphal) aphorism: 
“I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to the death your right to say it.” Editors, publishers, satirists, and civil 
libertarians took to heart the dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who wrote that “the principle 
of free thought” is meant to enshrine “not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we 
hate.”
 But that principle has been turned on its head. The “thought that we hate” is not tolerated but stifl ed. It is reviled as 
taboo, forbidden to be uttered. Anyone expressing it may be accused not just of giving offense, but of literally endangering 
those who disagree. And even if only some people lose their careers or reputations for saying something “wrong,” countless 
others get the chilling message.
 “And so dread settles in,” writes journalist Emily Yoffe. “Challenging books go untaught. Deep conversations are not 
had. Friendships are not formed. Classmates and colleagues eye each other with suspicion.”
 And 62 percent of Americans fear to express what they think.
 The speaker in Norman Rockwell’s painting may have had something unpopular to say, but neither he nor his 
neighbors had any doubt that it was appropriate for him to say it. Now, such doubt is everywhere, and freedom of speech 
has never been more threatened.

Fear of Speech Replacing Freedom of Speech

Hold Onto Your Wallets 
By Jack Humphreville

Bad News for Progressives: It’s 
Still a Conservative Country

By Stephen Moore 

It’s not exactly clear how it happened. No one expected it, least of all the media and pollsters. But that promised big 
blue wave of Democratic victories across the country turned instead into a red tidal wave from coast to coast. Most 
progressive ballot issues in the states — from tax increases to racial preferences — also came crashing down.

 A big reason for this turnaround in the election was the massive turnout for President Donald Trump on Election 
Day. The irony is that Trump’s coattails pulled hundreds of Republicans over the goal line — but they didn’t save him 
from a razor-tight defeat.
 So, how deep were the losses for the Democrats? In the U.S. House, Nancy Pelosi thought her troops would gain 10 
to 12 seats. Instead, they lost, at last count, nine.
 But the real carnage was in the state houses. Hold on to your hats; here is the latest from our allies at the American 
Legislative Exchange Council. The GOP gained a total of 192 House and 40 Senate seats. Republicans fl ipped control of 
three chambers.
 As a result of these big and improbable wins, Republicans now have majority control in both House and Senate 
chambers in 31 of 50 states. Democrats have control in only 18 states. That’s a map of the USA that looks awfully red 
throughout middle America, with only the rusting Northeast and the West Coast colored blue.
 What is truly stunning about this story is that Democrats and liberal/progressive donors (Michael Bloomberg, 
George Soros, Mark Zuckerberg, et al.) poured hundreds of millions of dollars into the states to take over legislatures with 
unprecedented spending in Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania. The American Legislative Exchange Council president, Lisa 
Nelson, estimates that Democrats outspent Republicans “at least 3-to-1 in the states.” And all they got was a lousy T-shirt.
 Money just doesn’t buy you love with voters.
 Speaking of money, voters don’t want politicians taking more of it from them. In Illinois, Colorado and California, 
major tax hikes lost, and tax cuts were approved by voters. Racial preferences, rent control and pro-union measures went 
down in fl ames in California — the cradle of progressive wacko ideas.
 Even Democrats admit that their party’s embrace of socialism was a major turnoff to voters. Rep. Abigail Spanberger 
from Virginia won her race, but she isn’t a happy camper. “We need to not ever use the words ‘socialist’ or ‘socialism’ ever 
again,” she says. Democrats, she angrily continued, “lost good members because of that.”
 Of course, Republicans lost by a razor’s edge the prize of the White House, which is a stinging defeat for conservatism. 
But no one in modern times has turned out voters like Donald J. Trump. Even USA Today admits that it was the big 
“Trump turnout” that swung state and local elections in a conservative direction.
 If the Democrats govern as the party of Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 
Sanders, they can expect even deeper losses in 2022. They may even suffer their ultimate nightmare, a return to the White 
House by Trump in 2024. Trumpism and putting America fi rst are still alive and well.

(Stephen Moore is a senior fellow at the Heritage Foundation and an economic consultant with 
FreedomWorks.) 
 -  Creators Syndicate 

CITY WATCH LA  -  “You don’t raise taxes during a recession…. The last thing 
you want to do is raise taxes in the middle of the recession because that would just 
suck up and take more demand out of the economy and put businesses in a further 

hole.” Barack Obama, 2011 
 The Proposition 15, the Split Roll that would have increased the property taxes 
of the owners of commercial and industrial properties by $12 billion a year, has been 
rejected by the voters.  
 This rejection will not stop our Elected Elite and the leaders of the public sector 
unions from trying to pick our pockets despite the fact that California is already one of 
the highest, if the highest, taxed state in the country.  
 Over the last few years, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority has been 
considering a “congestion tax” that would raise between $5 billion and $10 billion 
a year over the next ten years.  This is in addition to the $3 billion a year that we 
contribute through the 2% sales tax.  This new revenue would be used to fund Mayor 
Garcetti’s $26 billion “28 for’28” initiative in time for the Olympics as well as free fares 
for all transit riders, billions in cost overruns, and Metro’s ineffi cient bureaucracy and 
bloated payroll. 
 Our friends in Sacramento have also considered a new millionaire’s tax which 
would impose a surcharge of 1% of all income over $1 million, increasing to 3% on 
income over $2 million, and 3.5% for all earnings in excess of $5 million.  That would 
increase the marginal tax rate from 13.3%, already the highest in the nation, to 16.8%.  
According to its sponsors, this levy would raise almost $7 billion a year. 

 S a c r a m e n t o ’ s 
politicians have also 
proposed the nation’s 
fi rst “Wealth Tax” which 

impose a 0.4% levy on Californians’ net worth in excess of $30 million.  The expected 
haul: $7.5 billion.  
 While these two levies would raise an estimated $14 billion, an amount that has the 
leaders of the teachers union salivating, the negative impact on our economy and the 
State’s reputation would be considerable.  More than likely, it would drive a number 
of wealthy individuals, their entrepreneurial spirit and investment capital, and their 
businesses which employ slews of Californians out of state to more friendly tax and 
regulatory environments.  
 There are also rumblings that the City of Los Angeles will be placing a measure 
on the ballot that would authorize up to $2 billion in bonds to fi nance affordable and 
homeless housing.  This would result in a substantial increase in our property taxes.  
 And more than likely, the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District will also place a 
measure on the ballot in next few years to raise money to fi nance its unsustainable labor 
contract negotiated by Mayor Garcetti and its underfunded pension plan and other 
retirement liabilities. 
 And who knows what the County will do, especially given the sorry state of its 
pension plan? 
 One common theme is that while our Elected Elite want us to approve tax increases, 
and massive ones at that, they are not willing to engage in any real reforms: open and 
transparent labor negotiations, the restructuring of the underfunded pension plans, 
benchmarking the effi ciency of their operations, or independent oversight of their 
budgets and fi nances.  
 But this is not a one-way street.  And until our elected offi cials are willing to engage 
in real reform, we need to continue to vote no on any future tax increases, especially 
during a recession. Just ask Barack Obama. 

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

From B.H. High
To Cabinet Post

Alejandro Mayorkas, formerly the top federal prosecutor in Los Angeles and an ex-deputy secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, was nominated by President-elect Joe Biden to the post of DHS secretary. 
 Mayorkas, who has been confi rmed by the U.S. Senate three times throughout his career, is the fi rst Latino 

and immigrant nominated to serve in the position.
 Mayorkas was born in Havana, Cuba, and was the highest-ranking Cuban American to serve in the Obama-
Biden Administration. His family brought him to the Los Angeles area when he was an infant. Mayorkas received 
his bachelor’s degree with distinction from the UC Berkeley and a law degree from Loyola Law School. He was a 
graduate of Beverly Hills H.S.
 The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi cials applauded Biden’s nomination of Mayorkas.
 ``NALEO congratulates the former deputy secretary for his historic nomination as the fi rst Latino, fi rst Cuban-
American, and fi rst immigrant to head DHS,’’ said Arturo Vargas, CEO of NALEO. ``As a Cuban-Jewish American 
and son of a Holocaust survivor, Mayorkas brings a real-life understanding of the immigrant experience that, together 
with his breadth of knowledge and experience, make him an exceptional choice to head DHS.’’

Yom HaShoah, Never Forget
By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,

Temple Ahavat Shalom, Northridge

On the evening of April 7th through the day on April 8th, the Jewish 
people observe Yom HaShoah.  You might recognize the term Shoah 
from the foundation that Steven Spielberg founded to gather testimonies 

from Holocaust survivors.  In Hebrew, Shoah means “catastrophe.”  Yom 
HaShoah remembers the greatest catastrophe ever perpetrated against the 
Jewish people, The Holocaust. 
 Jews observe Yom HaShoah by lighting a memorial candle.  This candle 
burns for the length of the holiday.  In the Jewish tradition, Jews light candles 
to honor the memory of those we have lost.  It is called a yahrzeit candle.  It is 
burned on the yearly date of the loved ones death.  For Yom HaShoah, we all 
light candles.  They are different from the other candles that we light because 
they are usually a yellow candle.  Yellow is used to match the color of the 
badges that the Jews were forced to wear as identifying markers during the 
time of the Holocaust.
 Memory is clearly important for all people.  But it is from the Shoah 
that the phrase “Never Forget” emerged.  For many years, the Jews felt 
that this atrocity was personal and no one could understand the systematic 
persecution and murder of a group of people.  We claimed “Never Forget” as 
our own and thought its use in other instances was an insult to what happened 
to our people.
 But we, Jews, have a teaching from our own tradition which has helped 
guide us to understand that our persecution is more than just about us.  We 
learn: “Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he destroyed an entire 
world. And whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire 
world”. (Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5; Yerushalmi Talmud 4:9)  One life is a world 
destroyed.  And one life is not a Jewish life.  It is a life.  It does not matter 
the color of your skin, the religion you practice, your political beliefs or your 

socio-economic status.  A life is a 
life. And for that, we must truly 
never forget.
 Yes, we must remember the 
lives that were taken during this 
atrocity of the Shoah.  The loss 
of over 6 million Jewish lives will 
never be replaced.  There are 
whole universes that have been 
taken away from this world as a 
result of laws that marginalized 
and persecuted the Jewish 
people.  Never forget means that 
we must all be alert to injustices 
in the world around us.  Never 
forget means that we no longer 
own the claim to the phrase and 
allow our catastrophe to be a 
warning for humanity.  One of 
the reasons that the Shoah happened was because people could not believe that other people 
could actually act this way to other human beings.  Yom HaShoah is the remembrance of the 
worst of what humanity could do to each other.  Never forget means that we will not allow for 
other people to feel this way ever again. 
 I implore you - on this Yom HaShoah, please take a moment to open your eyes to the 
humanity around you.  Celebrate the goodness, kindness, compassion and love we show to one 
another.  Shout and yell at the injustices you see in the world.  In those moments, you honor 
your fellow human beings.  Never forget.

Friend or Relative - a Lib or a Leftist?
 By Dennis Prager

The great tragedy of our time is that liberals vote left.
 Virtually every value liberals have held for a century is now held by 
conservatives and scorned by leftists. Therefore, America, in serious jeopardy 

of being lost, will be saved when people convince the liberals in their life that the 
left, not the conservative, is their enemy.
 This process begins by establishing whether a friend or relative is a liberal or 
a leftist. If it turns out that he or she is a liberal, it is worth engaging in respectful 
dialogue on the issues of the day. If the friend or relative is a leftist, you can probably 
only talk about innocuous subjects such as the weather (though not about global 
warming) or sports (though not about players taking a knee during the national 
anthem). If you talk about the great issues of the day with a left-wing friend or 
relative, that could be the last time you talk to each other. He or she is likely to 
unfriend you not only on social media but also in life. Leftists generally do not 
dialogue; they dismiss.
 Here are questions you might want to pose to friends/relatives to determine — 
as much for them as for you — whether they are liberal or left.
 Race
 1. Many universities now have all-black dormitories, and some have all-
black graduation exercises. Do you support these developments?
 2. The University of California has declared this statement racist: “There is 
only one race — the human race.” Do you agree with the University of California, 
or do you agree with the statement?
 3. Is the goal of being “colorblind” — doing one’s best to ignore a person’s 
color and concentrating only on the person’s character and personality — a 
noble goal or a racist one?
 4. Do you believe the color of a person’s skin tells you anything of importance 
about that person?
 5. Do you agree that all white Americans are racist?
 6. If your answer is yes, would you tell the millions of blacks in Africa and 
the Caribbean who wish to emigrate to America that they would be making a 
poor decision? If not, why not?
 7. Is it possible for a black person to be a racist?
 8. Is it racist to claim that Johann Sebastian Bach, Ludwig van Beethoven 
and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart composed the greatest music ever composed?
 9. Is the national anthem racist?
 10. If your answer is yes, what would you like to put in its place?
 11. The English department at the University of Pennsylvania removed its 
painting of William Shakespeare because he was a white European male. Do you 
agree with that decision?
 America
 12. Do you agree with The New York Times’ “1619 Project” that America 
was not founded in 1776 but in 1619 with the first arrival of black slaves in 
North America, and that the Revolutionary War was fought in order to preserve 
slavery?
 13. Should statues of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln be taken 
down?
 14. Has the United States, overall, made the world a better place?
 15. Would America be better, worse or the same as now if all Americans 
dropped their religion and became secular?
 16. Has capitalism been a net-plus for America and the world?
 17. Everyone would like to improve America. Some would like to, in their 
words, “fundamentally transform” it. Would you?
 18. Could a good person have voted for Donald Trump in 2020?
 19. Do you believe that CNN, The Washington Post, The New York Times 
and the rest of the mainstream media are biased toward the left or try to present 
the news as accurately as possible?
 20. Should America have full control over its borders to prevent illegal 
immigration?
 21. There are between 11 and 30 million people in America who entered the 
country illegally. Should they all be put on a path to citizenship?
 22. Should those who enter America illegally be called “undocumented 

immigrants” or “illegal immigrants”?
 23. Do you believe police departments should be defunded, or at least have their budgets 
severely cut?
 24. Should the government provide vouchers to enable parents to choose what school their 
child attends?
 25. Which school do you believe is more likely to be attacked by a gunman: one that has a sign 
in front that reads, “Gun-Free Zone” or one that reads, “This School Has Armed Personnel”?
 Men and Women
 26. Should it be legal for a teenage girl to have her breasts surgically removed because she 
identifies as a male — or should there be a minimum age of 18 or 21?
 27. Schoolteachers have been told to stop calling students “boys and girls” because a student 
might not identify as either male or female. Do you agree with this policy?
 28. Should biological males who identify as females be allowed to compete against biological 
females in sports?
 29. Is the statement, “Men give birth” science-based?
 30. Do you agree with the practice of inviting a drag queen into public libraries and elementary 
school classrooms to conduct a “Drag Queen Story Hour”? 
 Speech
 31. Do you believe that free speech allows for hate speech, or should hate speech be banned?
 32. If you believe hate speech should be banned, who do you believe should determine what 
is hate speech?
 You might want to send these questions to the people in your life whose views are to the left 
of your own. At best, you (and they) will realize that you have more in common than either of you 
previously thought. At the very least, their answers will bring you both clarity. And at worst, they 
will explain why there is a rift between you — and why you might want to restrict communication 
to weather, sports, recipes and warm memories.

 (Creators Syndicate contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
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Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi 
Street in Porter Ranch, as Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford 
tells the inspiring resurrection story of Jesus Christ — 
a timeless event over 2,000 years ago that fulfi lled 
God’s redemption plan and brought hope for all mankind! 
You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic 
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray, 
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service 
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday, 
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Mason Park Basketball
 Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration 
and schedule for Youth Basketball Summer 2018, according 

to Juan Soto, director.
 Priority numbers must be submitted and postmarked by 
March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants 
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th, 
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held 
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and 
will continue until the league is full.
 Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts, 
offi cials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and 
insurance are NOT included!
 Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15. 
There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices 
start in mid-May, with games starting in June.
 Evaluation will be held May 5 for most ages. May 6 

for most evaluations, May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.

 Volunteer coaches are needed.
 Mason Park is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth, 
818-998-6377.

Egg Hunt and Basketball
 Come to Chatsworth Park South for a day of fun fi lled 
events including a free basketball workshop with a special 
guest: the NBA’s Matt Barnes on Saturday, March 31. The 
workshops will be divided by age group culminating in a fi ve-
on-fi ve game with Matt Barnes There will also be a spring 
egg hunt with crafts, snacks, food trucks, games, and face 
painting. The park is located at 22360 Devonshire Street. 
Please RSVP for basketball at (818) 341-6595.

Free Tax Preparation Clinic
  The CSUN VITA Clinic is offering free tax preparation 
services as well as fi nancial education now through April 
15th to low income taxpayers in North Hills, Canoga Park, 
Northridge, North Hollywood, Pacoima, Sun Valley, San 
Fernando City, Panorama City, and Van Nuys. Services will 
be offered at the CSUN campus on Mondays through Fridays 
and at multiple remote locations throughout the San Fernando 
Valley on Saturdays. While taxpayers will be encouraged to 
make an appointment, walk-ins will be accepted to the extent 
time permits. For more information about services, please 
visit: vita.csun.edu  

Intermediate Computer Classes
 Instructor Abraham Yazdi will teach 8 sessions on 
Intermediate Microsoft (MS) Word 2013, 9 sessions on 
Intermediate MS Excel 2013, and 2 sessions on Intermediate 
MS PowerPoint 2013. All classes will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 10 AM to 12 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Sign-ups for the classes are 
required.  For more info or to sign up, please call 818-368-
5687.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing The 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane: A Novel by Lisa See at the 
April 4th meeting.  The book club meets the fi rst Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 pm in the Library Community Room.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Nature Preserve
 The LADWP is celebrating the month of Earth Day with a 
special open house at the only nature preserve in the City of Los 
Angeles. The Chatsworth Nature Preserve is a one of a kind 
location with incredible wildlife and landscapes. The event 
will be on Sunday, April 7th from10:00 am to 3:00 pm, entry 
gate on Valley Circle Blvd west of Plummer. It will feature an 
opening ceremony with a Wishtoyo/Chumash Indian tribal 
blessing, guided nature hikes, live animal exhibits, a bird 
observation station, and an environmental resource fair. No 
bikes or pets allowed on trails. Please bring a hat, sunscreen, 
refi llable water bottles, and comfortable walking shoes. 

The Church and Climate Change
 Please join us at First Presbyterian Church of Granada 
Hills, 10400 Zelzah Avenue on Sunday, April 8th, from 
12:15 - 3:00 pm where you will enjoy a free lunch and hear 
presentations from Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, Atmospheric 
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scientist & Professor at Texas Tech University and Rev. Dr. 
Richard Lyon, Psychotherapist & Presbyterian Minister. 
All viewpoints welcome for this intriguing and important 
discussion. 

E-Textile Workshops
 Kids and Teens (ages 7-18), join us for this four-part series 
Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We 
will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun 
projects.  It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and 
sign-ups are required.  For more info please call 818-368-5687.

Tiny Tots Storytime
  Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads 
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 
AM in the Chatsworth Library.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information 
call (818) 341-4276.

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Build a Masterpiece
 Bring your ideas, images, and imagination to this National 
Poetry Month program.  Let’s build a poem!  Hosted by 
award-winning poet, Jeffry Jensen.  Refreshments will be 
served, Tuesday, April 17, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

One World Storytelling
  On Wednesday, April 18 at 3:30 PM, Barbara Wong will 
be sharing stories from around the world with children in fi rst 
through fi fth grade at the Chatsworth Library.  The Library 
is located at 21502 Devonshire Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for 
more information.

Our Lady of Lourdes
 Theatre Repertoire of Our Lady of Lourdes (TROLL) 
presents: Wiley and the Hairy Man, a play by Suzan Zeder.  
Come experience the magical way a young girl discovers 
she is bigger than her fears! Friday, April 20th at 7pm; 
Saturday, April 21st at 1pm, and at 7pm. Tickets can be 
purchased online now at www.ticketor.com/trollplayers, or 
on the OLL church patio following each Mass (except Easter 
Weekend).  Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - 
Stroup Hall, 18400 Kinzie Street in Northridge.

CalRTA meeting
 On Friday, April 13th, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting 
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen 
St., Northridge. Come join retired teachers to hear the latest 
about your pensions and consider joining us for lunch after 
the meeting.  If you wish to stay for lunch, please make a 
reservation with Nancy Gohata at 818  899 4237.

Job Skills Workshop
 If you are between 16 and 24 years old, this informative 
workshop that will give you tips on job interviewing, and 
creating resumes and cover letters will be on Saturday, 
April 21st,  10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Attendees will also begin the 
process of obtaining a Work Readiness Certifi cate from L.A. 
Youth at Work and will receive priority to apply for curated 
jobs. (818) 368-5687.

Giant Book Sale
  On Saturday, April 21 from 10 AM to 2 PM the Friends 
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale.  The 
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street 
in Chatsworth. The sale is in the Community Room and 
includes thousands of almost-new hardback books and a huge 
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Letter to the Editor

Solution to 
Dumping Problem

It is my opinion that no matter what we do or 
say, this problem is not going away until we 
get ‘criminal’ laws to protect neighborhoods from 

hoarders, who are mentally ill. According to information 
I’ve read on the internet, there is no cure for this 
disease.  In other words, you may clean up their yards 
temporarily, but the hoarding will eventually resume.  
The ‘criminal’  law should state that all hoarding 
must be contained INSIDE the home.  Therefore, 
we are not taking away their privilege to hoard.  
 These laws need to state that it is illegal to dump, 
store, display collectibles to rubbish/junk in public 
view, including the backyards of homes. This activity 
apparently needs to be made a ‘crime.’  And… 
Yes, it is a crime that this has been going on in our 
neighborhood for over three years.
 I would also add to this ‘crime’  that it is illegal 
to park cars on lawns, which is now happening 
in our neighborhood.   I would recommend 
hefty fines over $1,000 and include community 
service of clean up activity for 30 days, allowing 
the hoarders and others to fulfill their need to 
pick up trash along the roads and to show them 
the appropriate place where it is to be dumped.    
 One person should not have the power and ability 
to disrupt an entire neighborhood, creating tension, 
sleepless nights, anger to boil over, frustration, and 
lack of confidence in our elected city officials. 
 My other suggestion would be to have 24/7 
surveillance with a police car parked in front of the 
home to deter dumpers and cite anyone who dumps, 
including Roberto.    
  Another suggestion would be to have neighbors 
write down the license plates of those vehicles that are 
dumping and provide them to the city so that a citation 
can be mailed to the home address connected to that 
license plate.  We need to deter the dumpers if we cannot 
deter Roberto.  They of course will not pay these fines, 
but we are sending a message and it’s on their record.  

-  Jennie Samuel, Granada Hills
Resident on Bircher Street for almost 50  years!

AMCHA Denounces California 
for Approving Ethnic Studies 

Curriculum
AMCHA submitted a formal position letter to the CA Assembly Education Committee expressing strong 

opposition to AB 101 - legislation making courses based on the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum (ESMC) 
a high school graduation requirement for all students. AMCHA Director Tammi Rossman-Benjamin has 

been selected to testify against AB 101 at the bill’s hearing in the CA Assembly Education Committee, which was 
slated for this month.
 Last month, the California State Board of Education (SBE) unanimously approved the final draft 
of the ESMC, with SBE officials publicly affirming that the curriculum is rooted in Critical Ethnic 
Studies - a highly politicized discipline that AMCHA has shown to be deeply antisemitic and anti-Zionist.  
  AMCHA’s position letter outlined the ways in which courses in Critical Ethnic Studies are likely to incite 
bigotry and harm against many students, especially Jewish students, and urged state legislators to vote NO on 
AB 101. The letter included the following:
 “Although the ESMC underwent four revisions over a two-year period, we believe the final draft, approved by 
the California State Board of Education (SBE), is no less problematic and fundamentally flawed than the original 
draft...My organization is deeply concerned that classes taught using this curriculum will become vehicles for 
highly controversial, one-sided and extremely coercive political advocacy and activism that will both subvert the 
educational mission of our schools and incite bigotry and harm against many students.”
 “[T]he moral valuation inherent in Critical Ethnic Studies that encourages lionizing the ‘oppressed’ and 
demonizing the ‘oppressor’ directly and substantively harms many students…[and] are particularly threatening 
to the state’s Jewish community. Viewed through the lens of Critical Ethnic Studies, Jews are perceived as ‘white’ 
and ‘privileged,’ squarely on the oppressor side of the race-class divide. At a time when anti-Jewish sentiment, 
hostility and violence has reached truly alarming levels, a state-sponsored curriculum encouraging students to 
view Jews as ‘white’ and ‘racially privileged’ is tantamount to putting an even larger target on the back of every 
Jewish student.” 
 “Jewish families throughout the state are deeply concerned that the well-known anti-Zionist bias of the 
discipline of Critical Ethnic Studies and the widespread anti-Zionist advocacy and activism — particularly the 
promotion of the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement — of its scholars and teachers in 
their classrooms and other professional spaces, will incite further hatred of Jews and harm to Jewish students…”
 

Al Sharpton’s Heart-to-Heart With Kamala
By Tim Graham,, Creators Syndicate

Liberals have spent the last five years fulminating about how former President Donald Trump reserved the bulk 
of his national TV interviews for Fox News. They fiercely protested the protective bubble Trump received from 
Sean Hannity or Jeanine Pirro.

 So what did they say when Vice President Kamala Harris granted her first national interview as the veep to Rev. 
Al Sharpton for his weekend MSNBC program? Hannity and Pirro aren’t known for racial hoaxes or virulent anti-
Semitism.
 No one would really consider Sharpton a journalist. He’s still running around lobbying with his group, the 
National Action Network. Last year, he touted how he would “get in the door and advocate” for Harris and Joe Biden 
if they were elected.
 So, going all soft on Kamala now, making her look good, might help him with his lobbying later. He didn’t ask 
Harris a single hard question. He didn’t ask about Gov. Andrew Cuomo. He didn’t ask about the new administration 
putting child immigrants in a Trump-era shelter. It was 15 minutes inside a protective bubble. Let’s review his 
question list.
 1. “Let me ask you: What does Black History Month mean to you?” he said. Harris replied, “It means everything 
to me.” This softball was used in advertisements to promote the interview.
 2. The self-involved Sharpton noted that he took Harris to his favorite soul-food restaurant, Sylvia’s, when she 
was running for president. “You asked me a lot of questions about Shirley Chisholm, who I worked with when I was 
a kid,” he said. “You asked me a lot about Reverend Jesse Jackson that helped mentor me in activism. So I know 
you had a keen sense of history in even my own journey. Who are the people that influence Kamala Harris to be the 
vice president of the United States? ... Who was important to Kamala Harris as a black historic figure?”
 3. Then, the reverend preached: “You’re not only the first woman vice president, first black woman, first South 
Asian, South Pacific woman. You are also the first HBCU graduate, from Howard University. And you’re the first 
AKA member. ... How much of Howard University ... shaped you?”
 4. On the coronavirus, Sharpton lectured: “(I)n the black community, we’ve had the problem of hesitancy and 
questioning, and, given a bad history, there is no reason why we wouldn’t. But you’ve been that champion of trying 
to convince us, including people like me that were reluctant, and you’re doing something specific. Tell us about 
Thursday.” She touted an event at a Washington, D.C., pharmacy that was held two days before the interview aired.
 Sharpton credited Harris with convincing him to get a vaccine, which he did. But there was no question on how 
Harris and Biden claimed they had to start on vaccine distribution “from scratch,” which is flat-out false. Or a 
question about Harris’ statement last year she wouldn’t trust any vaccine released by Trump before the election.
 


