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Despite Court Closures, 2020 Brought Big Courthouse Wins
For Plaintiffs in the Southern California Gas Leak Cases
D
By Kelly W. Weil
espite courthouse doors closing throughout California starting in March
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and making in-person jury trials
nearly impossible, tens of thousands of Plaintiffs have made monumental
progress in their individual cases against Southern California Gas Company
– the largest distributor of natural gas in the United States – related to the
largest uncontrolled release of natural gas in U.S. history.
It has been five years since residents in the communities of Porter Ranch,
Northridge, Granada Hills, and Chatsworth were exposed to a then unknown
mixture of chemicals emitted from SS-25, a blown-out gas storage well located
at the SoCalGas-owned Aliso Canyon storage facility. The well emitted natural
gas, odorants, petroleum-related hydrocarbons, well control fluids, and crude
oil for 111 days. Tens of thousands of impacted residents relocated as a result
of health effects from the chemical exposure. Five years later, Plaintiffs are
still patiently awaiting their day in court.
Two weeks before the first of many pandemic “lockdowns,” the Court
issued a sanctions order against Defendants SoCalGas and Sempra Energy
for improperly withholding documents under false claims of privilege.
The sanctions order granted Plaintiffs the ability to re-open depositions
with newly produced documents at the Defendants’ expense. Since April
2020, Plaintiffs have taken dozens of virtual depositions using hundreds of
the previously withheld documents, at the expense of over $1 million (and
counting). The court-ordered depositions continue to this day and include
high level executives of both SoCalGas and Sempra Energy, along with
current and former employees and contractors who made various attempts to
warn management over many years that aging wells at Aliso Canyon had not
been inspected for decades and were at risk of failing.
Using documents and testimony from these depositions, Plaintiffs have
successfully overcome two major motions brought by the Defendants – (i) Sempra
Energy’s Motion for Summary Judgment and (ii) Defendants’ Motion for Summary
Adjudication Regarding Punitive Damages.

				*		*		*
In its Motion for Summary Judgment, Sempra Energy (the Fortune 500 parent
company of SoCalGas) unsuccessfully attempted to remove itself entirely from the
case. Plaintiffs presented evidence that Sempra, acting through its Chief Executive
Officer, controlled many decisions by SoCalGas – including overseeing its response
to the leak efforts. The Court wrote in its decision, “Moreover, if Plaintiffs’ evidence
bears out, there is a possibility that a reasonable factfinder could determine that
Sempra’s knowledge, constructive or otherwise, of allegedly decades-long safety issues
at Aliso Canyon, coupled with its failure to remedy those concerns while representing,
implicitly or otherwise, to the CPUC or others that everything was fine, constitutes an
inequitable result that justifies piercing the corporate veil.”
In another attempt to limit liability exposure, Defendants unsuccessfully moved
to strike punitive damages from Plaintiffs’ claims. The Court, in its decision, wrote
that “Plaintiffs have presented a proverbial laundry list of evidence demonstrating
Defendants’ inexcusably cavalier approach to the management and operation of SS25 at Aliso Canyon.” The Court’s decision further relied upon Plaintiffs’ evidence
which showed Defendants’ “(1) willful failure to undertake meaningful safeguards
in a conscious disregard of their safety obligations under the Public Utility Code, (2)
blasé attitude toward well containment after the blowout, and (3) misrepresentations
aimed at securing its own financial and reputational interests to the detriment of
plaintiffs’ health and well-being.”
Litigation continues against SoCalGas and Sempra Energy. Plaintiffs are hopeful
to receive a date certain for a 2021 Bellwether trial, where punitive damages will be
presented to the jury, in the near future.
CPM lawyers Frank Pitre, Gary Praglin, and Kelly Weil serve on the Plaintiffs’
Steering Committee.

Aliso Canyon

Public Comments Now Sought,
5 ½ Years after Gas Leak

O

Special to Valley Voice

n March 18, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health’s Aliso Canyon
Disaster Health Research Study team released a set of draft Health Study Goals and
Priorities for public review and comment. As required by the Court settlement with the
Southern California Gas Company, the draft Goals and Priorities were determined by the
Health Study’s Scientific Oversight Committee (SOC) and reflect input gathered from a series
of community engagements with people who lived near and experienced the Aliso Canyon
disaster.
 	 Independent third-party researchers will conduct the Health Study. Study types and
research methods will be proposed by independent third-party researchers through a
competitive bid process following the release of a Request for Proposals (RFP) later this year.
The public comment period will be open for 30 days and close on Friday, April 16, 2021, at
5:00 p.m. The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (Public Health) and the SOC
requests and encourages the public, especially people living and working in the San Fernando
Valley’s northwestern neighborhoods, to review and provide comments on the detailed goals
and priorities. All public comments will be considered when finalizing the Health Study Goals
and Priorities.
 	 Interested members of the public may submit their comments on the draft Health Study
Goals and Priorities no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16, 2021. Comments may be
submitted through an online form or by email.
 	 The draft Health Study Goals and Priorities and instructions for submitting comments are
(Kelly W. Weil is a partner at Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy, LLP’s Santa Monica office, available for download and review at http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/healthresearch/
goal-priorities-draft-public-review.pdf.
where she litigates on behalf of consumers, whistleblowers, and injured individuals.)
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• Election Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 – all ballots must
be postmarked by this date or dropped off at a drop box
by this date.
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American JudeoChristian Values
By Dennis Prager

C

onservatives often speak of Judeo-Christian values and how the current
civil war in the United States and the rest of the West is essentially a battle
between those values and the left, which rejects Judeo-Christian values.
They are right.
But they rarely explain what Judeo-Christian values are. Yet, without an
explanation, mentioning Judeo-Christian values is useless.
So, let me do that now.
First, a word about the term. Some Jews and Christians find the term
confusing, if not objectionable, since Judaism and Christianity have different
theologies. But no one speaks of Judeo-Christian theology, only of JudeoChristian values.
Judeo-Christian values are essentially another term for biblical values.
Judaism and Christianity are both based on the Old Testament — its God, its
Ten Commandments, its admonition to love one’s neighbor as oneself, to love
God, to lead a holy life, etc. Christians also believe in the New Testament, but
only an opponent of Christianity would argue that the New Testament negates
the values of the Old.
Here they are:
1. Objective moral standards come from God. As I have written and spoken
about in a PragerU video and elsewhere, if there is no God who declares murder
wrong, murder can be subjectively wrong but not objectively wrong. So, while
there can certainly be nonbelievers who hold murder, stealing and other actions
wrong, without God, those are opinions, not moral facts. Without the God of the
Bible, there are no moral facts.
2. God judges our behavior, and we are therefore accountable to God for our
behavior. Outside of a religious worldview, there is no higher being to whom we
are morally accountable.
3. Just as morality derives from God, so do rights. All men “are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,” declares the Declaration of
Independence.
4. The human being is uniquely precious. While the Bible repeatedly forbids
cruel behavior to animals (cutting or tearing off the limb of a living animal to
eat it as a means of preserving the rest of the animal, not allowing an animal
a day of rest, not allowing an animal to eat while working in the field), only
human beings are created in God’s image.
				*		*		*
5. The world is based on a divine order, meaning divinely ordained
distinctions. Among these divine distinctions are: God and man, man and
woman, human and animal, good and evil, and nature and God.
6. Human beings are not basically good. Therefore, the most important moral
endeavor is making good people. Religious Jews and Christians understand
that the greatest battle in life is with one’s nature. For the opponents of JudeoChristian values, the greatest moral battle is not with one’s nature; it is with
society (specifically, American society).
7. Precisely because we are not basically good, we must not trust our hearts
to lead us to proper behavior. The road to hell is paved with good hearts. Feelings
make us human, but they cannot direct our lives. This alone divides the Biblebased from those on the left.
8. All human beings are created in God’s image. Therefore, race is of no
significance. We all emanate from Adam and Eve, whose race is never mentioned.
That many religious people held racist views only testifies to the almost infinite
ability of people to distort what is good.
9. Fear God, not man. Fear of God is a foundation of morality. In the Book
of Exodus, Egyptian midwives were ordered by the Pharaoh to kill all newborn
Hebrew boys. They disobeyed the divine king of Egypt. Why? Because “the
midwives feared God.” In America today, more people fear the print, electronic
and social media than fear God.
10. Human beings have free will. In the secular world, there is no free will
because all human behavior is attributed to genes and environment. Only a
religious worldview, which posits the existence of a divine soul — something
independent of genes and environment — allows for free will.
11. Liberty. America was founded on the belief that God wants us to be
free. On the Liberty Bell is inscribed just one thing (aside from the name of the
company that manufactured the bell). It is a verse from the Bible: “Proclaim
Liberty Throughout All the Land Unto All the Inhabitants thereof.” The current
assaults on personal liberty — unprecedented in American history — emanate
from those who reject the Bible as their moral guide (including more than a few
Jews and Christians who have joined the assault, having been indoctrinated
with anti-religious views in high school and college).
When Judeo-Christian principles are abandoned, evil eventually ensues. One
doesn’t have to be a believer to acknowledge this. Many secular conservatives
recognize that the end of religion in the West leads to moral chaos — which is
exactly what we are witnessing today and exactly what we witnessed in Europe
last century. When Christianity died in Europe, we got communism, fascism and
Nazism. What will we get in America if Christianity and Judeo-Christian values
die?

Explore Closing Natural Gas
Facility in Playa del Rey

T

he Los Angeles City Council Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations Committee
moved forward a resolution calling for a study into the feasibility of shutting down the
Playa del Rey natural gas storage facility, which the resolution said is at high risk of
tsunamis, wildfire and endangering residents.
The resolution, which was introduced by Councilman Mike Bonin, notes that a 2018 study
by the California Council on Science and Technology found that the facility ``stands out as a
facility with relatively higher risk to health and safety than the other facilities in California.’’
The site at 8141 Gulana Ave. is close to LAX and has a large population living nearby, and
in the event of a gas leak, could become an environmental disaster.
During the 2015 Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility methane leak, 8,000 people had
to be evacuated. That was deemed one of the worst natural gas leaks in the United States and
one of the worst environmental catastrophes in California history, according to the resolution.
The resolution will go before the entire City Council at an undetermined date. If adopted,
it would show the council’s support for a study into the feasibility of closing the facility.
``As Los Angeles gets ready to finalize a plan for reaching 100% renewable energy, it is time
for the governor to do the same,’’ said Food & Water Watch Southern California organizer
Ethan Senser in a statement. ``But SoCalGas’ site at Playa del Rey is not the only dirty gas
facility with no place in our clean energy future.’’
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Windfall Stabilizes
City’s Finances …
for Now!
By Jack Humphreville

T

Fight Left-Wing Lies
With ... Facts
By Larry Elder

A

couple of years ago, I gave a speech before a conservative, predominantly
white audience. I couldn’t help but notice a tall, heavyset Black man, arms
folded, standing in the back. From time to time, I would look at him, only to
see him frown and shake his head, I assumed disapprovingly, when I made what I
considered important points.
After the speech, he came up to me. “I am angry,” he said. “Not at you — at
myself. I thought I was well informed. I read the news. I watch the news. I now see
I’ve been manipulated by the party that I voted for all my life.”
He then ticked off some of the points I made in my speech that he said surprised
or even shocked him.
He said he had no idea that (according to a 2004 Thomas B. Fordham Institute
study) 44% of Philadelphia public school teachers send their own school-age kids
to private school. Yet the Democratic Party adamantly opposes school vouchers,
which would give K-12 children of urban parents a chance at a better school.
He did not know that Democrats, including President Barack Obama, tried to
end the Washington, D.C., Opportunity Scholarship Program. It is a lottery that
allows fortunate parents to opt out of their local public school for a better private
school. The program is so popular that there are far more parents who want to
participate than there are seats. “What’s more important, “ he asked me, “than
making sure are kids are well educated?”
He did not know that, in 1965, 25% of Black kids were born outside of wedlock,
versus 70% today, a phenomenon that cannot be attributed to slavery and Jim
Crow. He did not know that Barack Obama once said, “Children who grow up
without a father are five times more likely to live in poverty and commit crime;
nine times more likely to drop out of schools and 20 times more likely to end up in
prison.”
He said he was unaware that out of the approximately 390,000 slave owners
in 1860, no more than a “handful” were Republican, according to conservative
Dinesh D’Souza.

he City Administrative Officer’s Third Financial Status Report
recommendations on how to handle the City’s $1.354 billion windfall from
the federal government pursuant to the American Rescue Plan (“ARP”) are
spot on.
He also points out that while these funds will stabilize the City’s finances, this
infusion of cash is a one-time deal and recommends that the City not embark on any
new programs or initiatives unless done through the annual budgeting process.
This year, the City was able to eliminate the $689 million budget gap through
a variety of drastic solutions, including, but not limited to, $133 million of deficit
financing and $294 million from the Reserve and Budget Stabilization Funds.
Under the ARP, the City is expected to receive the windfall in two equal
installments of $677 million, the first within the next two months and the second in the
latter half of the next fiscal year that begins on July 1, 2021. The CAO recommends
that the City use this year’s installment of $677 million in the following manner.
Eliminate deficit financing: $133.4 million.
Replenish the Budget and Stabilization Funds: $293.9.
Replenish the Reserve Fund to offset the revenue losses of 2019-20: $196
million.
Increase the Reserve Fund: $53.7 (the balance of the $677 windfall).
Along with the $183.9 million remaining in the Reserve Fund, an amount that
would have devoured by next year’s budget gap without the ARP infusion, the
City’s total reserves will total $728 million, or about 11.2% of the General Fund
budget, $78 million more than the City’s 10% goal.
To the members of the City Council, the City’s reserves of $728 million and the
next year’s infusion of $677 million signal that “happy days are here again” because
the City will have the resources for new initiatives and pet projects. Unfortunately,
the City is looking at a budget deficit for next year of an estimated $800 to $900
million. This assumes that the economy begins to pick up during the summer and
that there is no spike in Covid-19 cases and deaths. This does not consider the need
for the General Fund to cover the recurring revenue shortfalls of the City’s Special
Funds that rely on sales and other taxes to fund their operations.
Since March of 2020 through June 30, 2022, the City is expecting a revenue
short fall, including special funds, of $1.6 billion, $250 million more than the $1.35
windfall.
The Mayor and the City Council should abide by the CAO’s recommendation
to address appropriations through the regular budgeting process. This requires
the Mayor to present his Proposed Budget (hopefully balanced without too many
gimmicks) to the City Council on April 20, at which time the City Council will
have its shot at the budget. In addition, there will be additional clarification on
the use of the $1.345 billion stimulus funds as well as the prospect for additional
federal funds to address homelessness, income protection, rent relief, and economic
development that may be taken into consideration.
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

				*		*		*
He did not know that more Republicans, as a percentage of their party, voted
for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 than did Democrats. Nor did he know that more
Republicans, as a percentage of their party, voted for the Voting Rights Act of 1965
than did Democrats. He did not know that Democrats founded the Ku Klux Klan
and that one of its goals was to stop the spread of the Republican Party.
He said he was unaware that, before 1938, when the first federal minimum
wage law was enacted, a Black teenager was more likely to be employed than a
white teenager.
He did not know that, according to Harvard economist George Borjas, illegal
immigration creates winners and losers. But the big losers are low- and unskilled
American workers of color who compete against low- and unskilled illegal
immigrant workers — who place downward pressure on the wages of the nativeborn.
The man did not know that, according to The Washington Post, in recent years,
more unarmed whites have been killed by the police than unarmed Blacks. He was
unaware of studies, including one by a Black Harvard economist, that found the
police more hesitant, more reluctant, to pull the trigger on a Black suspect than on
a white suspect. He did not know that, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, police killings of Blacks declined almost 80% from the late ‘60s
through the 2010s, while police killings of whites have flatlined.
He did not know that, about racism, then-Sen. Barack Obama said: “The
previous generation, the Moses generation, pointed the way. They took us 90% of
the way there. We still got that 10% in order to cross over to the other side.” This
would be the same Obama who, when he became president, said: “The legacy of
slavery, Jim Crow, discrimination in almost every institution of our lives — you
know, that casts a long shadow. And that’s still part of our DNA that’s passed on.
We’re not cured of it.”
According to MSNBC political analyst Steve Kornacki, 43,000 votes in just
three states would have switched the winner from Joe Biden to Donald Trump. This
means all Republicans need to do is change the minds of a small percentage of the
electorate.
The man at my speech proves this is more than doable.
(Larry Elder is a bestselling author and nationally syndicated radio talk show
host and writes for Creators Syndicate.)
April, 2021
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Libertarian View

The Woke Awards

O

By John Stossel,
Creators Syndicate

scar nominees have been announced.
The AP highlighted the record number of nominations of “actors of color” and “a
record year for women.”
Today, such declarations are important in this “woke” media world.
Future Oscars will have actual quotas for minority groups.
Actor David Oyelowo praised the new standards, saying, “Anyone and everyone who is
on that list of marginalized groups that are now going to be represented, are cheering.”
No. Not all are cheering.
“Black, white, Asian... none of that should matter,” says musician Eric July in my new
video.
July, who is Black, complains that quotas cheapen awards. “It’s supposed to be based on
merit.”
When I told him that director Roseanne Liang calls the new rules “one of the bravest
and most amazing things that the Academy has done,” July responded, “No, it’s not. ... It
basically turns the award into nothing. They feel sorry for you, so they’re going to... give you
an award.”
I pushed back, that most Oscar voters are older white men. Even when movies starring
Black people did well (Samuel L. Jackson is America’s highest-grossing actor), award shows
gave fewer Oscars to Black performers.
July replies, “The hundred-meter dash top 10... all of them are going to be Black people...
it doesn’t mean that there is some sort of wrongdoing.”
“But what about the legacy of American racism?” I asked.
“Of course, it’s a thing — you can’t say that it isn’t, but this battle was already fought
and won... We went off a cliff to where we’re talking as if there’s a Klansman behind every
single corner, preventing people from being great.”
But in Hollywood, such facts matter less than wailing about how oppressed you are.
Patricia Arquette, accepting a supporting actress award, shouted: “It’s our time to have
wage equality once and for all. And equal rights for women in the United States!”
The Oscar audience stood and cheered.
But American women have equal rights, and there is no wage gap once you factor in job
choices. (Men are more eager to work overtime; women more likely to take time off to care
for children.)
Politics now rules awards shows. Among the Hollywood crowd, what’s moral is pushing
for a giant government that passes ever more well-intended rules, no matter how expensive
and ineffective the result.
I won 19 Emmys criticizing capitalists. I won zero awards once I started criticizing
government.
Today’s awards celebrate people who love big intrusive government. Last year, New
York Governor Andrew Cuomo was given an Emmy for his COVID-19 press conferences.
Cuomo accepted the award via Zoom, praising himself for offering “authentic truth,” even
though he’d lied about the number of people who died because of his policies.
“Don’t expect the governor of Florida to get one of those awards,” says July.
The Grammy Awards are eager to praise Democrats. Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton
and Jimmy Carter all got Grammys for reading their audiobooks. President Carter got a
bunch. Democrats were nominated for 19 Grammys since 2000. No Republicans were
nominated.
“A lot of these awards just shouldn’t even be seen as legitimate on that alone,” says July.
Today’s award shows aren’t about recognizing what’s best. They’re about pleasing the left.
Maybe that’s why ratings have been dropping for years. Viewership for the 2021 Golden
Globes was down by 68%. The Grammy Awards fell by 55%.
Perhaps the public is wising up.

ATTACKING THE INNOCENT

5 ½ Years after Gas Leak

(Continued from page 1)
Background
In October 2015, the largest gas blowout in the history of the United States began at
the Southern California Gas (SoCal Gas) Company’s Aliso Canyon gas storage facility. An
estimated total of 109,000 metric tons of methane flowed uncontrolled from Aliso Canyon
Well SS-25. It was sealed, on February 15, 2016. Many residents experienced physical and
emotional symptoms during the blowout and after the well was sealed, and some continue to
report symptoms to this day.
In February 2019, a legal settlement was approved by a Los Angeles County Superior
Court requiring SoCal Gas to pay $25 million for a study of short- and long-term health
impacts. A competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) process will be launched in late Spring/
Early Summer of 2021 to recruit an independent research team to lead the Health Study.
 	 The SOC, a group of independent national and subject matter experts and public agency
representatives lending expertise to the Health Study program, will be developing important
components of the RFP. One of the key elements of the RFP will be the final Aliso Canyon
Disaster Health Study Goals and Priorities. Developed with input received from the affected
community through a variety of engagement efforts, these draft Goals and Priorities identify
key areas the Health Study should address.
Over the past two years, Public Health has engaged extensively with the impacted
communities and has collected a wealth of input including: what residents would like to see
studied, what their health concerns were and may continue to be, and what the lingering
symptoms following the blowout are. The SOC is using this input to shape and inform the
Health Study development process, including determining the specific Health Study goals,
which are now posted online for public review and comment.
For more information on the Health Study, visit http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/
healthresearch/.
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The Greatest
of All Time
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
- Shepherd of the Hills

P

salm 23 has been called the greatest of all the psalms in the Bible. It is one of the
most well-known and most often read scriptures worldwide. This Psalm doesn’t
just bring help to the helpless; it brings supernatural help to the helpless. It
doesn’t just bring hope to the hopeless; it brings supernatural hope to the hopeless.
It doesn’t just bring healing to the hurting; it brings supernatural healing to the
hurting. And it doesn’t just bring encouragement to the discouraged; it brings
supernatural encouragement to the discouraged.
Psalm 23 teaches that God is our Great Shepherd, and He lovingly
leads, protects, and provides for His sheep. Who are His sheep? Every person
on this planet who puts their faith and trust in God and His Son Jesus Christ.
The Bible mentions sheep more than 500 times. Why are believers called sheep?
Perhaps it’s because we, like sheep, tend to be vulnerable and wander away
from the Shepherd easily. But I believe the primary reason is because of the
tender, protective, and trusting relationship that a shepherd has with his sheep.
Here are three important attributes of God, our Great Shepherd:
1.

2.

The Shepherd is permanently responsible for the sheep. Psalm 23:1
says, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” The shepherd’s job
is 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 365 days a year—there are no days
off. If he decides to take a break, the sheep can get lost, hurt, or even die (cf.
Is. 40:11, Ez. 34:22, Ps. 100:3). The work of the shepherd is for the welfare
of the sheep. He must look after his sheep, feed them, lead them to water and
shade, and protect them from predators. Likewise, the LORD (whose name
means He was, He is, and He will be) does not rest or take His eye off you. He
is permanently responsible for the sheep of His flock. He is trustworthy and
oh so capable of meeting all your needs.
The Shepherd is powerfully responsive to the sheep. Sheep recognize the
voice of their shepherd, and the shepherd knows each of his sheep by name.

Psalm 23 is a profound picture and foreshadowing of Jesus Christ. Jesus said in
John 10:11; 14-15, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep… I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for
the sheep.” Then Jesus said in John 10:27, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know
them, and they follow me.” Jesus, the Great Shepherd, hears us and responds
to our needs.
3.
The Shepherd has a personal relationship with His sheep. Notice that
Psalm 23:1 doesn’t say, “The LORD is the shepherd…” or, “The LORD is a
shepherd…” It says, “The LORD is my shepherd…” (emphasis added). The
word “my” conveys a personal relationship and closeness. This means that the
Good Shepherd is personally related to His sheep. He is theirs, and they are
His. You cannot expect the Shepherd’s protection if you haven’t made Him
your Shepherd through a personal relationship with Him. How do you obtain
a personal relationship with God, the Good Shepherd? First, you acknowledge
that you are lost without Him (see Isaiah 53:6). Second, you accept Him into
your heart and into your life (see John 1:12 and Romans 10:9). Third, you acclaim
Him by believing in and following Him (see John 10:25-28).
The Shepherd is so loving, trustworthy, and faithful. We can rely on His provision, rest
in His presence, and be refreshed by His peace. So, let’s silence the noise around us and
listen to the Shepherd’s voice in order to find peace in an often chaotic world.
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share
Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd
Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch services
online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Here Comes the Sun

W

By R. Emmett Tyrrell

ashington — I was right. I have been right for over 50 years. Through those
at times lonely years, I have been patronized by affluent magazines and
newspapers for setting up The American Spectator as an organ of opinion that
eschewed making a profit. I would cover our expenses in other ways. I did not ignore
making a profit, but I had studied the plight of intellectual reviews and recognized
that an intellectual
review — like a
symphony orchestra,
like a museum, like a
think tank — rarely
makes a profit. There
simply is not a large
enough audience to
profit from putting an
intellectual magazine
out.
However,
intellectual magazines
are valuable products.
Well, now, as
more and more once
affluent
magazines
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and newspapers are
going belly up or
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seeking other ways to
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finance themselves, I
am feeling pretty good
about how I decided to
finance The American
Spectator when I was
still a graduate student
at Indiana University
decades
ago.
The
latest group to go the
nonprofit route is the
legendary
Baltimore
Sun.
Yes,
that
184-yearE MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com
old newspaper, the
fabled home of H. L.
Mencken and a dozen
or so lesser giants of
journalism, will now be
owned by the nonprofit
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Sunlight for All Institute. Bear in mind the Sun is not even an intellectual review. It
serves the hoi polloi, or at least the general public who aspire to getting their news and
commentary in a more demanding medium than the evening’s half-hour televised news
report, interrupted by 10 or 15 minutes of commercials.
As I understand it, a local businessman, Stewart Bainum, has struck a deal to
buy the Sun for $65 million. He is a competent entrepreneur but seems to understand
newspapers are no longer surefire profitable monopolies in a city such as Baltimore. He
will do what he can to keep the Sun lean and in fighting trim, but he will not cut the
newspaper’s staff and costs to the bone. When he has to go over budget to produce a
useful newspaper, he will do so, and the Sunlight for All Institute will foot the bill. He
will take the loss as a tax write-off.
Other newspapers and magazines have done the same. Bainum and others like
him realize that advertising revenue has, thanks to the computer revolution, gone
elsewhere. In effect, it has ruined an entire market, the market for newspapers. Not
only has the market for newspapers been disturbed, but the consumers of newspapers
have also dwindled. Television has ultimately won the war between the newsprint and
the television set. Yet, as Bainum knows, the newspaper reader is vital to an enlightened
community. The newspaper readers might not be as numerous as they once were, but for
the sake of a healthy, robust society, they must be maintained.
				*		*		*
Interestingly, Bainum is, as near as I can tell, a liberal — a public-spirited liberal,
but a liberal. Whether he intends the Sun to serve both the liberal community and the
conservative community of Baltimore, I have no clue. I have worked with conservative
people all my life, and it does not surprise me that when a businessman decides to save a
newspaper, his politics are most likely liberal. Dick Scaife, the conservative philanthropist
who gave liberals nightmares, was a rare conservative. He adored newspapers and he
funded one in Pittsburgh and other publications, too. There are few Dick Scaifes around
today. Nonetheless, if Bainum wants a healthy community, he will want a healthy giveand-take between liberals and conservatives.
Whether this can be achieved in this day and age of internecine political warfare,
I have my doubts. Possibly, Bainum can keep his news pages neutral, as The Wall
Street Journal does. Then he might open two pages of commentary, a liberal page and a
conservative page. More likely, he might maintain a balance between those columnists
on the left and those on the right. Whatever he does, his editors will be busy.
Regardless, saving the Baltimore Sun is a noble endeavor. Saving print journalism
in general is a noble endeavor. I think the Founding Fathers would approve of Bainum’s
efforts. What they would make of the computer age, I have my doubts. I think even
Benjamin Franklin would be puzzled. My guess is he would give his brainchild,
electricity, a second thought.
(R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr. is founder and editor in chief of The American Spectator. He
also writes for the Creators Syndicate.)
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income over $2 million, and 3.5% for all earnings in excess of $5 m
increase the marginal tax rate from 13.3%, already the highest in t
According to its sponsors, this levy would raise almost $7 billion a

Yom HaShoah, Never Forget
By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,
Temple Ahavat Shalom, Northridge

O

n the evening of April 7th through the day on April 8th, the Jewish
people observe Yom HaShoah. You might recognize the term Shoah
from the foundation that Steven Spielberg founded to gather testimonies
from Holocaust survivors. In Hebrew, Shoah means “catastrophe.” Yom
HaShoah remembers the greatest catastrophe ever perpetrated against the
Jewish people, The Holocaust.
Jews observe Yom HaShoah by lighting a memorial candle. This candle
burns for the length of the holiday. In the Jewish tradition, Jews light candles
to honor the memory of those we have lost. It is called a yahrzeit candle. It is
burned on the yearly date of the loved ones death. For Yom HaShoah, we all
light candles. They are different from the other candles that we light because
they are usually a yellow candle. Yellow is used to match the color of the
badges that the Jews were forced to wear as identifying markers during the
time of the Holocaust.
Memory is clearly important for all people. But it is from the Shoah
that the phrase “Never Forget” emerged. For many years, the Jews felt
that this atrocity was personal and no one could understand the systematic
persecution and murder of a group of people. We claimed “Never Forget” as
our own and thought its use in other instances was an insult to what happened
to our people.
But we, Jews, have a teaching from our own tradition which has helped
guide us to understand that our persecution is more than just about us. We
learn: “Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he destroyed an entire
world. And whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire
world”. (Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5; Yerushalmi Talmud 4:9) One life is a world
destroyed. And one life is not a Jewish life. It is a life. It does not matter
the color of your skin, the religion you practice, your political beliefs or your
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socio-economic status. A life is a
life. And for that, we must truly
never forget.
Yes, we must remember the
lives that were taken during this
atrocity of the Shoah. The loss
of over 6 million Jewish lives will
never be replaced. There are
whole universes that have been
taken away from this world as a
result of laws that marginalized
and persecuted the Jewish
people. Never forget means that
we must all be alert to injustices
in the world around us. Never
forget means that we no longer
own the claim to the phrase and
allow our catastrophe to be a
warning for humanity. One of
the reasons that the Shoah happened was because people could not believe that other people
could actually act this way to other human beings. Yom HaShoah is the remembrance of the
worst of what humanity could do to each other. Never forget means that we will not allow for
other people to feel this way ever again.
I implore you - on this Yom HaShoah, please take a moment to open your eyes to the
humanity around you. Celebrate the goodness, kindness, compassion and love we show to one
another. Shout and yell at the injustices you see in the world. In those moments, you honor
your fellow human beings. Never forget.
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Rinaldi and Balboa

Above minimum salary
Please apply in person

(818) 366 2628

Friend or Relative - a Lib or a Leftist?
By Dennis Prager

T

he great tragedy of our time is that liberals vote left.
Virtually every value liberals have held for a century is now held by
conservatives and scorned by leftists. Therefore, America, in serious jeopardy
of being lost, will be saved when people convince the liberals in their life that the
left, not the conservative, is their enemy.
This process begins by establishing whether a friend or relative is a liberal or
a leftist. If it turns out that he or she is a liberal, it is worth engaging in respectful
dialogue on the issues of the day. If the friend or relative is a leftist, you can probably
only talk about innocuous subjects such as the weather (though not about global
warming) or sports (though not about players taking a knee during the national
anthem). If you talk about the great issues of the day with a left-wing friend or
relative, that could be the last time you talk to each other. He or she is likely to
unfriend you not only on social media but also in life. Leftists generally do not
dialogue; they dismiss.
Here are questions you might want to pose to friends/relatives to determine —
as much for them as for you — whether they are liberal or left.
Race
1. Many universities now have all-black dormitories, and some have allblack graduation exercises. Do you support these developments?
2. The University of California has declared this statement racist: “There is
only one race — the human race.” Do you agree with the University of California,
or do you agree with the statement?
3. Is the goal of being “colorblind” — doing one’s best to ignore a person’s
color and concentrating only on the person’s character and personality — a
noble goal or a racist one?
4. Do you believe the color of a person’s skin tells you anything of importance
about that person?
5. Do you agree that all white Americans are racist?
6. If your answer is yes, would you tell the millions of blacks in Africa and
the Caribbean who wish to emigrate to America that they would be making a
poor decision? If not, why not?
7. Is it possible for a black person to be a racist?
8. Is it racist to claim that Johann Sebastian Bach, Ludwig van Beethoven
and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart composed the greatest music ever composed?
9. Is the national anthem racist?
10. If your answer is yes, what would you like to put in its place?
11. The English department at the University of Pennsylvania removed its
painting of William Shakespeare because he was a white European male. Do you
agree with that decision?
America
12. Do you agree with The New York Times’ “1619 Project” that America
was not founded in 1776 but in 1619 with the first arrival of black slaves in
North America, and that the Revolutionary War was fought in order to preserve
slavery?
13. Should statues of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln be taken
down?
14. Has the United States, overall, made the world a better place?
15. Would America be better, worse or the same as now if all Americans
dropped their religion and became secular?
16. Has capitalism been a net-plus for America and the world?
17. Everyone would like to improve America. Some would like to, in their
words, “fundamentally transform” it. Would you?
18. Could a good person have voted for Donald Trump in 2020?
19. Do you believe that CNN, The Washington Post, The New York Times
and the rest of the mainstream media are biased toward the left or try to present
the news as accurately as possible?
20. Should America have full control over its borders to prevent illegal
immigration?
21. There are between 11 and 30 million people in America who entered the
country illegally. Should they all be put on a path to citizenship?
22. Should those who enter America illegally be called “undocumented
April, 2021

immigrants” or “illegal immigrants”?
ASSISTANT
TOorTHE
THE
PRESIDENT
ASSISTANT
TO
PRESIDENT
23. Do you believe police departments should
be defunded,
at least
have their budgets
severely cut?
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24. Should the government provide vouchers to enable parents
choose what school their
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N. Haghighi
Haghighi
child attends?
Briana
25. Which school do you believe is more likely to be attacked by a gunman: one that has a sign
in front that reads, “Gun-Free Zone” or one that reads, “This School Has Armed Personnel”?
Men and Women
26. Should it be legal for a teenage girl to have her breasts surgically removed because she
identifies as a male — or should there be a minimum age of 18 or 21?
27. Schoolteachers have been told to stop calling students “boys and girls” because a student
might not identify as either male or female. Do you agree with this policy?
28. Should biological males who identify as females be allowed to compete against biological
females in sports?
29. Is the statement, “Men give birth” science-based?
30. Do you agree with the practice of inviting a drag queen into public libraries and elementary
school classrooms to conduct a “Drag Queen Story
Hour”? yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com
E MAIL:
MAIL:
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yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com
Speech
31. Do you believe that free speech allows for hate speech, or should hate speech be banned?
32. If you believe hate speech should be banned, who do you believe should determine what
is hate speech?
You might want to send these questions to the people in your life whose views are to the left
of your own. At best, you (and they) will realize that you have more in common than either of you
previously thought. At the very least, their answers will bring you both clarity. And at worst, they
will explain why there is a rift between you — and why you might want to restrict communication
to weather, sports, recipes and warm memories.
(Creators Syndicate contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)

THERESA LUCY (DIMENNA) LITZIE
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For Ad

ur family is greatly saddened by the loss
of our much-loved mother, grandmother,
and great grandmother Theresa Lucy
(DiMenna) Litzie. Theresa found her calling
as a young wife to Anthony Kenneth Litzie
Sr. (deceased) and as an exceptionally
devoted mother to son Anthony Kenneth
Litzie Jr. (Sandy) and daughter Cindy Marie
Litzie (John Bareford). Theresa will also be
missed by her brother Joseph DiMenna and
sister-in-law Frances, grandchildren and great grandchildren Angelise,
Nicole (Stefan), Isabella, Jake, Antonia, and Brandon, and many
cousins, nieces, and nephews in the United States and Italy. Everyone,
in every aspect of Theresa’s life, felt cared for and truly heard when they
interacted with her. What an incredibly fortunate family we are to have
been loved and cherished by such a selfless, compassionate, wise, and
faith-filled person.
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You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray,
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday,
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th,
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and
will continue until the league is full.
Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts,
officials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and
insurance are NOT included!
Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15.
There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices
start in mid-May, with games starting in June.
Evaluation will be held May 5 for most ages. May 6
for most evaluations, May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.

Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We
will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun
projects. It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and
Letter to
EditorFor more info please call 818-368-5687.
sign-ups
arethe
required.
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Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration
and schedule for Youth Basketball Summer 2018, according

MCHA submitted a formal position letter to the CA Assembly
Education
expressing
strong
Mason Park
is locatedCommittee
at 10500 Mason
Ave., Chatsworth,
opposition to AB 101 - legislation making courses based
on the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum (ESMC)
818-998-6377.
a high school graduation requirement for all students. AMCHA Director Tammi Rossman-Benjamin has
been selected to testify against AB 101 at the bill’s hearing in the CA Assembly Education Committee, which was
Come to Chatsworth Park South for a day of fun filled
slated for this month.
events(SBE)
including
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workshop
with adraft
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Instructor Abraham Yazdi will teach 8 sessions on
Intermediate Microsoft (MS) Word 2013, 9 sessions on
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Intermediate MS Excel 2013, and 2 sessions on Intermediate
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MS PowerPoint 2013. All classes will be held Mondays and
Wednesdays
from 10 AM to 12 PM at Granada Hills Branch
By Tim Graham,, Creators
Syndicate
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Sign-ups for the classes are
required. For more info or to sign up, please call 818-368iberals have spent the last five years fulminating about how former President Donald Trump reserved the bulk
of his national TV interviews for Fox News. They fiercely5687.
protested the protective bubble Trump received from

Al Sharpton’s Heart-to-Heart With Kamala
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Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30
AM in the Chatsworth Library. The library is located at 21052
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth. For more information
call (818) 341-4276.
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us for
lunch after
 	 Another suggestion
would be
to have
neighbors
the meeting. If you wish to stay for lunch, please make a
write down the license plates of those vehicles that are
reservation with Nancy Gohata at 818 899 4237.
dumping and provide them to the city so that a citation
can be mailedJob
to the
home address
connected to that
Skills
Workshop
If you
are between
and 24
years
old, this
license
plate.
We need16
to deter
the
dumpers
if weinformative
cannot
workshop
that will
give
tipswill
on not
jobpay
interviewing,
deter Roberto.
They
of you
course
these fines,and
creating
resumes
and
cover letters
willonbe
on record.
Saturday,
but we are
sending
a message
and it’s
their

April 21st, 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at Granada Hills Branch
Library,
PetitGranada
Avenue.Hills
Attendees will also begin the
- Jennie10640
Samuel,
process
of
obtaining
a
Work
Readiness
cate from L.A.
Resident on Bircher Street for almostCertifi
50 years!
Youth at Work and will receive priority to apply for curated
jobs. (818) 368-5687.

Giant Book Sale

On Saturday, April 21 from 10 AM to 2 PM the Friends
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale. The
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street
in Chatsworth. The sale is in the Community Room and
includes thousands of almost-new hardback books and a huge

Deadline for Non-Profits

Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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