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The Vineyards at
Porter Ranch

A Valley Voice Exclusive Report

T he Porter Ranch entertainment retail and commercial sectors are about to bloom at The Vineyards in Porter Ranch. The 
long-awaited 345,000-square-foot, mixed-used commercial, office, retail, restaurant and lifestyle shopping center project 
planned for the intersection of Rinaldi Street and Porter Ranch Road has been approved by the City Council and has an 

estimated completion date of fall 2018. Originally known as The Village at Porter Ranch, the project is now The Vineyards at 
Porter Ranch in an homage to the architectural inspiration for the project. 
 The project, which has seen multiple iterations and been subject to periodic public review since the 1990’s, is a joint venture 
between Shapell Properties and Liberty Building Co, the original developers of Porter Ranch. The current plan was unveiled to 
the public in a standing-room-only Neighborhood Council meeting in September of 2015.  The approval process, which received 
widespread community support, formally began in early 2016 and concluded at a February 21st City Council hearing with 
unanimous approval.
 “For 25 years, Porter Ranch has become a place where families from throughout Los Angeles call home,” said John Love, 
Vice President at Shapell Properties, “The Vineyards at Porter Ranch has been part of this long-term vision to bring first-class 
shopping, entertainment and dining experiences. We are thrilled to be so close to realizing the vision of creating the premium 
shopping and gathering space for Porter Ranch.” 
 When completed, the Vineyards at Porter Ranch hopes to draw residents to experience the center amenities including a 
center green for community events,  a 4,000-square-foot community room and a unique array of pedestrian gathering and play 
spaces. The Vineyards layout has been designed with pedestrians and the surrounding community in mind and will include 
pedestrian links to the neighboring residential communities. 
 The project will welcome a high-end supermarket, a movie theater, and to-be-announced restaurants and brand retailers. 
The south side of Rinaldi will include a 50,000-square-foot medical office building which will be occupied by Kaiser Permanente, 
and a 120-room hotel.  Adjacent to shopping center will be a luxury gated 266-unit apartment community, to be completed in 
2019, a component that was approved in February, under a separate application.
 Energy and water-saving measures have been implemented in the design and include solar panels on select buildings, a LEED 
Gold certification for the office building and stormwater catchment systems to create recycled water for irrigation purposes.  The 
project will also include electric vehicle charging stations and bicycle lockers spaced throughout.
 Announcements on what businesses will be opening at The Vineyards will be made in the coming months. 

Home Sales Steady
  

T he median price of a home in Los Angeles County remained at $525,000 in February, the same as the previous month.
 According to CoreLogic, the median price of a Los Angeles County home was up 7.9 percent over the $486,523 in February 

2016. A total of 4,862 homes were sold in the county, down from 4,977 during the same month in 2016.
 A total of 14,891 new and resale houses and condos changed hands in Los Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, Ventura, San 
Bernardino and Orange counties in February, according to CoreLogic. That was down 3.4 percent from 15,422 in January and 
down 1.7 percent from 15,149 in February 2016.
 The median price of a Southern California home was $460,000 in February, up 1.1 percent from $455,000 in January and up 
7 percent from $430,000 in February 2016.
 ``Southern California's February home sales fell a little from a year earlier; however, a closer analysis suggests demand was 
roughly flat - or even up a bit - from a year earlier,'' said Andrew LePage, research analyst with CoreLogic. ``That's because this 
February had one less business day on which deals could be recorded, and the average number of transactions recorded daily was 
slightly higher compared with February 2016.
 ``Regardless, February 2017 home sales were about 14 percent below the average February sales tally over the last 30 years,'' 
LePage continued.
 “Activity continues to be constrained by the decline in affordability and the relatively thin inventory of homes for sale. San 
Bernardino County, which has the region's lowest median sale price ... was the only Southern California county to post a year-over-
year increase in sales this February.”

Cal State Raises
Tuition 5%
for ‘17-‘18

The California State University Board of Trustees 
voted to raise tuition by 5 percent for the 2017-
18 school year to address a shortfall in funding 

from the state in the face of increased demand for 
programs.
 The vote was 11-8, with Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon and state schools 
Superintendent Tom Torlakson -- all ex-officio 
members of the board -- among those dissenting.
 The trustees approved two amendments -- one 
to rescind the hike if sufficient state funding comes 
through, and another calling for reports over the next 
two years detailing how the additional dollars are 
spent.
 Barring more funding, annual in-state tuition 
will increase by $270, from $5,472 to $5,742. Similar 
increases were approved for non-resident tuition, 
along with increases in graduate, doctoral and teacher-
credential programs. The changes are projected to 
generate $77.5 million in the 2017-18 school year.
 CSU Chancellor Timothy White told the board 
that he had no choice in asking for more tuition.
 ``I don't bring this forward with an ounce of joy. I 
bring it out of necessity,'' White said as students in the 
audience booed.
 According to a staff report, ``more than 60 
percent of all CSU undergraduate students receive 
grants and waivers to cover the full cost of tuition. 
Nearly 80 percent of all CSU students receive some 
form of financial assistance.''
 Those percentages will be maintained even with a 
tuition increase, CSU's chief financial officer told the 
board, in part because $39 million in financial aid will 
be added.
 But many students said they still can't afford an 
increase. Before the meeting, dozens gathered outside 
the CSU Chancellor's office, where a mock graveyard 
of headstones featuring the names of each of the CSU 
campuses was set up.
 ``The more we pay, the longer we stay,'' students 
chanted, saying working more hours meant they 
couldn't attend the classes needed to graduate.
 Dozens of students in graduate caps and gowns 
made their way inside the board room, some wearing 
signs around their necks showing the amount of 
student debt they had accrued.

Langberg Law is currently 
representing residents of 
this area that have been 

harmed by the 
Porter Ranch gas leak.

Please contact Marlyssa Langberg 
for a fRee consuLtation

310-717-8051
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(Mark 14:18) and that Peter will deny Him three times that very night. Later at the Garden of 
Gethsemane, as Jesus prayed to the Father and agonized about what would happen to Him, 
all His companions fell asleep. Jesus said, “Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? Watch and 
pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Mark 
14:37-38). What an important reminder for us all to stay sober and alert lest we fall into sin.

As He predicted, Jesus is arrested and His disciples scatter. Peter indeed denies knowing 
Him, and when he realizes this, he is filled with deep remorse. Jesus is then condemned and 
judged, tortured and humiliated, and crucified though He was innocent. But He willingly 
submitted to God’s sovereignty and fulfilled the Scriptures and prophecies about Him, such 
as Isaiah 53:4-6:

“Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by 
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we 
are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Despite our sin, God loves us and rescues us from our sin through His one and only Son 
Jesus. Three days after His death, Jesus Christ rose from the dead. “For the joy set before 
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Hebrews 12:2). He conquered sin and death so that we, too, can have freedom from sin, 
receive the Holy Spirit, and obtain everlasting life. The Bible says in John 3:16-17, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.” And again in Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

We now organize our historical calendar (B.C. and A.D.) by Jesus Christ’s arrival on this 
earth—and rightly so. No other event and no other person 
in the history of our planet has ever changed everything 
so dramatically for mankind—not just then, not just now, 
but echoing into eternity. To learn more about Jesus, please 
join us at Shepherd Church on Saturdays at 6:00 pm and 
Sundays at 9:00 am and 11:00 am. 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall 
Down (www.WallsFallDownBook.com) and the senior pastor 
of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has 
campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the West Valley. 
You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

Three Days that Changed the World

There has never been an event in history that has so drastically and irreversibly changed 
the entire world like Jesus Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. No leader in power, 
no technological advancement or invention, no war or victory, no speech or political 

march has ever made such an indelible mark on all of humanity as the redemptive work of 
Jesus on the cross. Allow me to explain why:

 First, despite all our advancements and improvements throughout history, we are still 
the same flawed human beings. Yes, we are still capable of love, kindness, and caring. But we 
are also still susceptible to sins that can destroy our lives as well as the lives of others. Though 
we’ve witnessed inspiring speeches and political movements, we are still prone to war and 
fighting. We are still blinded by our own pride, ego, and faults. We still divide ourselves 
by “us” versus “them.” And despite the information and knowledge we’ve amassed, crime 
continues. Individuals and families are still broken, hurting, and lost. 

Second, despite everything we’ve accomplished as human beings since the beginning of 
time, nothing compares to what Christ accomplished on the cross for the sins of the world. In 
Mark chapters 14 through 16, we get a closer look at the great price Jesus Christ paid to give 
us freedom from sin and new life. At the Last Supper, which was also on the day of Passover, 
Jesus tells His disciples that God is establishing a new covenant. The old covenant with the 
Jewish people was through the Law. The new covenant would be for both Jews and Gentiles 
through God’s grace and faith in His Son, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:15). 

This is amazing news for all of us! We were not able to obey the 613 commands of the 
Old Testament Law, but now, through Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, God made a 
way for the entire world to be brought together for His glory, for the forgiveness of sins and 
everlasting life! The free gift of salvation is available to all who believe (Romans 1:16).

In the midst of revealing this incomparable and wonderful news, this was also a 
bittersweet moment for Jesus and His disciples. He shares that one of them will betray him 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

By
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The Holy Ark
I n the Torah portion, the Jews are commanded to erect a 

Tabernacle wherein G-d’s presence will rest. In its inner 
sanctum, the Holy of Holies, would rest the tablets of the 

covenant, ensconced in the holy ark. Moses was commanded to 
plate the wooden ark with pure gold, and to attach four golden 
rings to its corners. G-d then directed Moses:
 You shall make poles of acacia wood, and you shall 
overlay them with gold. You shall bring the poles into the rings 
on the sides of the ark, to carry the ark with them. The poles of 
the ark shall be in the rings, they shall not be removed.
 The ark was always transported atop the shoulders 
of the Levites. There certainly was no shortage of wagons to 
carry the ark, but the personal attention it was given was a 
sign of reverence. The poles facilitated the shoulder mode of 
transportation.
 Even when the Jews were camped in a particular 
area of the desert for a lengthy stay, and even after the 
ark reached its final destination in the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem, the poles remained lodged within the rings 
which were affixed to the ark.
 Why weren’t the poles removed when the ark 
wasn’t traveling? What are we to learn from the fact 
that the holiest artifact in the world was always ready to 
travel at a moment’s notice? Interestingly, while poles 
were also attached to other vessels, such as the altars and 
the showbread table, there was no prohibition against 
removing their poles when they were not in use.
 An understanding of the uniqueness of the Tabernacle, 
and the special function which it served, will explain the ark’s 
permanent need for travel accessories. Unlike the Temples, 
which were stationary in Jerusalem, the Tabernacle was 
mobile, and was carried around throughout the “great and 
awesome desert, [which was inhabited by] snakes, vipers and 
scorpions, and drought where there was no water. In a deeper 
sense, the desert represents a spiritual wasteland, a place devoid 
of Torah—which is compared to life-sustaining waters. Such 
a place is the natural habitat for “snakes and scorpions”—all 
sorts of spiritually dangerous influences and diseases.
 Unfortunately, the people who find themselves in a 
spiritual desert are oblivious to the toxicity of the environment, 
and completely unaware of the existence of healthy lands which 
are blessed with streams of the purest water. It is the obligation 
of the tribe of Levi, those devoted to G-d’s service, to pick 
themselves up, take along the ark and the Divine Presence, trek 
through the desert, and bring the quenching waters of Torah 
to the doorstep of the lost Jew. Once the person has tasted the 
sweet waters, there’s no turning back to the desert routine . . .
 (By Tuli Silverberg) -  Rabbi Yossi Spritzer,  Chabad of 
Chatsworth 
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the vineyards at porter ranch
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For leasing inquiries please contact Bryan Norcott at (213) 553-3862 or bnorcott@studley.com

At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength
Letters to the Editor

Sempragate
Dear Editor:
 I have heard about this Alison Canyon gas leak, it is devastating to the 
community and the people in this region, I will do all I can to make sure that public 
safety is a priority for the California Democratic Party. As Secretary will not allow the 
legislature to sit idle and do nothing to help those communities in need of emergency 
assistance. I understand Alison Canyon gas leak could destroy the community and I 
pledge to not let this happen.

Alex San Martin, For Secretary CDP, 
www.sanmartinforsecretarycdp.com

Our Casey Hits
Dear Editor:
	 You	definitely	have	one	fine	investigative	reporter	in	Casey	Kim.	Despite	being	
bounced	from	administrative	office	to	another,	she	preserved	in	her		quest	regarding	
why Porter Ranch doesn't have its own high school.
 Being a 9th grader probably was part of problem. Despite being disappointed, 
she	sees	this	as	a	learning	experience.	I	hope	she	sends	her	story	to	the	offices	which	
had no time for her.

Sincerely, Sheila Moss, Summer college intern at the Wisconsin State Journal, 
Madison,WI in  the  mid 1960's Articles

Enjoys Valley Voice
Dear Editor:
 I just wanted to write and tell you how much I've especially enjoyed the last 2 
e-issues of your newspaper.  I've forwarded it to a lot of people.  The articles are really 
good and you present views that a lot of us feel but we are in the minority of those 
surrounding us.  Dennis Prager's are keepers!
 Thanks for your impartial coverage of the events!

Penny Brocato, Northridge

Thank you
Dear Editor:
 Thank you for publishing conservative articles compared to other papers!  
My husband & I especially liked Dennis Prager’s informative page, "Guide to Basic 
Differences Between Left & Right." We also appreciate that you publish Dudley 
Rutherford’s articles every month.
	 	Keep	up	the	good	work!!!!

Monika  Poe
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Sports at Sierra Canyon

Successes and Near Successes,
With an Eye to the Future

By David Powell for the Valley Voice

The hours of daylight are longer, the temperature a little warmer, the needed precipitation 
less torrential, the hills a verdant green, and the spring flowers (from the April showers) 
blooming in a rainbow of colors.  Winter is in the past and spring is in the air.  With the 

change of seasons comes a change in the high school sports calendar.  Before spring sports 
competition fully begins it is an opportune time to revisit the successes of Sierra Canyon’s 

winter sports teams.
 Leading off for the Trailblazers is the girls’ soccer team.  They completed their season 
with a stellar 22-2-2 record.  The Sierra Canyon girls’ teams have won seven consecutive 
league titles.  Added to this are three CIF Southern Section championships.  This year’s 
team scored their second regional championship in the past three years (there is no state 

CIF championship because Northern California girls’ 
soccer is a fall sport and Southern California has a winter 
season).  The team secured the championship trophy by 
toppling league rival Brentwood 1-0 in a tough defensive 
final match-up.  

  *  *  *
 The previous week, after winning four playoff 
games to reach the finals, the girls prevailed 3-1 over 
the same Brentwood team and were CIF Division IV 
champions again.  Taylor Mitchell was named Division 
IV Player of the Year.  Taylor, a senior, will be attending 
Duke University, competing next as a Blue Devil.  A 
much deserved honor was bestowed on Coach Kristy 
Walker, who was named Division IV Coach of the Year.  
It has been another outstanding year for SC’s girls’ 
soccer.
 Another Sierra Canyon girls’ team enjoyed a 
successful season.  The girls’ basketball team ended 
their season with a 23-7 record.  The team finished 
second (5-2) in the Gold Coast League and qualified 
for the CIF playoffs.  In the CIF-SS playoff they lost 
in the quarter final round to Windward.  In the state 
regional CIF tournament the team lost to Windward in 
the semifinals.  Sierra Canyon had leads in much of the 
game, but ultimately lost 65-68 in overtime to end their 
season.  Windward was the Trailblazers’ nemesis this 
season as they went 0-4 in games.  It should be noted 
that Windward did win the CIF state championship 
this year.  
  *  *  *
 Coach Alicia Komaki summed up the season, 
“You can’t measure the success of a season by 
the result of your final game.  This group of girls 
fought hard, competed in every contest and, most 
importantly, are a family off the court.  I’m proud of 
their accomplishments this season.”  This quote truly 
reflects what competing in sports should entail.

  *  *  *
 The boys’ basketball team was enjoying a successful 
season with a record of 27-1 heading into post season CIF 
playoffs.  The Trailblazers lost in the CIF-SS semifinals 
to eventual champion Bishop Montgomery in a close 
game.  The team qualified for the state championship in 
the Open Division but lost to St. Augustine (San Diego) 
to end their season.  In most polls the team has been 
ranked in the top ten nationally.  Although the team 
will lose some very talented players to graduation, they 
will have a returning roster of experienced players, 
including 6’11” junior Marvin Bagley who averaged 
over 25 points per game and was named California 
Gatorade State Player of the Year.  This is a first for a 
Sierra Canyon player.
 Sierra Canyon introduces another first in the spring 
season.  The girls’ softball team has a new coach, Regina 
Jorgenson.  Regina, an assistant coach last year, inherits 
a team that made it to the CIF semifinals last year.  The 
team, which in the past, has barely had enough players 
to field a team, should avoid that possibility this year.  
With returning players, as well as freshmen additions 
and a transfer player, the Trailblazers look forward to a 
successful season. Perhaps a harbinger of what the future 
holds, Janae Weise, a freshman, hit three home runs in a 
recent game versus Viewpoint.  The final score:  31-0.
 Oh, my!

Girl's	soccer	coach	Kristy	Walker	encouraging	team	
during CIF playoff game. 
Also pictured is team member Jazy Campbell

Goal keeper Jessica Fitzwilliam helped hold 
Brentwood scoreless in 1-0 shutout for CIF 
championship

Alexis Griggsby gets
an easy layup on this play

(All Photos by David Powell)
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If you or a loved one has suffered injuries or damages stemming 
from the Porter Ranch gas leak, please contact Marlyssa Langberg, 
Esq. at Langberg Law for a free consultation, 310-717-8051 or Info@
LangbergLaw.com.

Your case will be analyzed and assessed by Ms. Langberg who gives every 
client individual attention.  At Langberg Law you will not be treated as a number.

Langberg Law is currently representing 
residents of Porter Ranch, Chatsworth, 
Granada Hills and Northridge who
have been harmed by the Aliso Canyon/
Porter Ranch gas leak disaster.

You can be a plaintiff if you suffered harm from the Porter 
Ranch gas leak. The compensation you may be legally 
entitled to from Southern California Gas Co. includes:

✔ Payment of your medical bills
✔ Compensation for wages lost by having to miss work
✔ Compensation for damage to your home or land
✔ Compensation for pain and suffering
✔ Ongoing health monitoring

How Socialist Nations Fail

The Most Dangerous Addiction of Them All:
Entitlements

By Dennis Prager

All addictions — whether to drugs, alcohol, gambling, sex or cigarettes — are very 
hard to escape.
 There is one addiction, however, that may be more difficult than any other 

to escape, in part because it is not even regarded as an addiction. It is entitlements 
addiction, the addiction to getting something for nothing.
 One indication as to the power of entitlements addiction is the fact that while 
great numbers of people have voluntarily given up drugs, alcohol, gambling, etc. 
— almost always at great pain — few give up an addiction to entitlements. For the 
majority of able-bodied people who get cash payments, food stamps, subsidized 
housing, free or subsidized health insurance, and other welfare benefits, the thought 
of giving up any one of those and beginning to pay for them with their own earned 
money is as hard as giving up alcohol is for an alcoholic.
 Politicians know this, which is why it is close to impossible to ever reduce 
entitlements. And, of course, the left knows this, which is why the left almost always 
wins a debate over entitlements. Every American who is the beneficiary of an 
entitlement backs them, and many who are not beneficiaries of entitlements would 
like to be.
 Aside from ideology, this is why the left constantly seeks to increase entitlements. 
The more people receiving government benefits, the more people vote left.
   *  *  *
 In this sense, the left in every country — in America, the Democratic Party — 
should literally be regarded as a drug dealer. Virtually every American given a free 
benefit becomes an addict who relies more and more on his dealer, which is exactly 
what the left seeks.
 As noted at the outset, one reason entitlements addiction 
is so powerful is unlike other addictions, it is not regarded 
as an addiction. As a result, few entitlement addicts see 
themselves as addicted. Why, then, would any of them seek 
treatment? To the entitlement addict, receiving entitlements 
is as natural and uncontroversial as breathing air. Air is free, 
and so are entitlements.
 Another reason entitlements addiction is unique 
among addictions is that very few drug, alcohol or 
gambling addicts believe that they are owed drugs, 
alcohol or their gambling debts. Entitlement addicts, 
on the other hand, believe that society owes them every 
entitlement they receive — and often more. The very word 
"entitlement" conveys the message that the recipient has 
a right to the benefits. So there is a moral component 
for entitlement addicts that does not exist among other 
addicts (except for opioid dependents, who are in pain; 
these patients really are owed painkillers, and society is 
immoral for not allowing them to receive them).
 Not only do entitlement addicts believe there is moral 
virtue to their addiction but so do a vast number of non-
addicts known as progressives. They believe that there is a 
moral imperative to give people more and more entitlements. 
This, in turn, feeds the moral self-image of those dependent 
on entitlements.
 Yet another reason for the uniqueness of entitlements 
addiction is it ultimately does more damage to society 
than any other addiction. Other addicts can ruin their 
own lives and those of loved ones, and drunk drivers kill 
and maim people. But society as a whole can survive their 
addictions. That is not the case with entitlement addicts. 

The more people who receive and come 
to depend on entitlements, the sooner 
society will collapse economically. Society 
does not directly pay for drug addicts' 
drugs, alcoholics' alcohol or gamblers' 
gambling debts, but it pays every penny 
for entitlement addicts' addiction. In fact, the current U.S. national debt is about equal to the reported $22 
trillion this country has spent on entitlement programs in the last 50 years.
 When you combine the addiction and selfishness of many (certainly not all) of those who are dependent 
on entitlements (including middle- and upper-class Americans who receive a home mortgage deduction); 
the tendency for the addiction to grow from one generation to the next; the dependence of one of the two 
major political parties on the votes of those who receive entitlements for the party's very existence; and the 
belief of tens of millions of non-addicted progressives that society is morally obligated to give more and more 
people more and more entitlements, it becomes very difficult to see a solution.
 In the meantime, the entitlement state in every country is failing, forcing them to bring in tens of millions 
of migrants — many of whom share none of the countries' values — to keep the entitlement state alive.
 This addiction ultimately ruins the character of many of its recipients, the economy of all the countries 
in which it exists in large numbers and the value system that created the prosperity that made so many 
entitlements possible in the first place.
But other than American conservatives, almost no one even recognizes it as a major problem, let alone an 
addiction.
 (Jewish World Review contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in 
Los Angeles.)
 Editor’s Note:  Social Security, though not cited in article, is not an entitlement.  It is paid over 
a lifetime by hard workers.)      -  Creators Syndicate

Fuel Standards 
Debated

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti opposed President 
Donald Trump's move to cancel new vehicle fuel economy 
standards put in place by the Obama administration.

 The standards would require all new passenger 
vehicles to average 54.5 miles per gallon by 2025.
 ``Climate change is the single greatest threat to 
humanity's future. Reducing emissions through federal 
fuel economy standards is key to making America more 
competitive, and to meeting our commitments under the 
Paris Climate Agreement,'' Garcetti said. ``That's why I'm 
adding a record number of electric vehicles to our fleet in 
Los Angeles, and working with `climate mayors' across the 
nation to create more demand for EVs that will help cut 
cities' operating costs and lower emissions.''
 Trump made the announcement during an appearance 
at a vehicle testing facility in Michigan in March.
 ``We are going to ensure that any regulations we 
have protect and defend your jobs. We're going to be 
fair,'' Trump said.
 A review of the new fuel economy standards would 
take up to a year to accomplish, as it would require 
regulatory and legal reviews by the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Transportation Department, 
according to the New York Times.
 The Paris Climate Agreement, signed by then-
President Barack Obama and nearly 200 countries 
in 2015, committed the United States to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions between 26 and 28 percent 
below what they were in 2005.
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cityWatch

for california … and america …
common sense on immigration

By	Joel	Kotkin

No issue divides the United States more than immigration. Many Americans are resentful of the 
estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants, worry about their own job security, and fear 
the arrival of more refugees from Islamic countries could pose the greatest terrorist threat. At the 
other end of the spectrum are those who believe the welcoming words on the Statue of Liberty 
represent a national value that supersedes traditional norms of citizenship and national culture.
 What has been largely missing has been a sharp focus on the purpose of immigration. In 
the past, immigration was critical in meeting the demographic and economic needs of a rapidly 
growing nation. Simply put, the country required lots of bodies to develop its vast expanses of 
land and natural resources and to work in its factories.    
 The need for foreign workers remains important, but the conditions have changed. No 
longer a largely rural, empty country, more than 80 percent of Americans cluster in urban and 
suburban areas. Many routine jobs have been automated; factories, farms and offices function 
more efficiently with smaller workforces. Since at least 2000, notes demographer Nicholas 
Eberstadt, the “Great American Escalator” has stopped working.
 These changes suggest the need to rethink national immigration policies. In a country where 
wages for the poorest workers have been dropping for decades and incomes have stagnated for the 
middle class, allowing large numbers of even poorer people into the country seems more burden 
than balm. They often work hard, but largely in low-income service jobs and in the low end of the 
health care field. In California, home to an estimated 2.7 million largely Latino undocumented 
immigrants, approximately three in four Latino non-citizens struggle to make ends meet, as do 
about half of naturalized Latino citizens, according to a recent United Way study.
 Overall, our current immigrants, legal and illegal, have not advanced as quickly as in 
previous generations. This, along with the crisis in much of Middle America, should be our 
primary national concern. This doesn’t necessarily translate to mass deportations or even severe 
cutbacks in legal immigration, as some, including Attorney General Jeff Sessions and several 
congressional Republicans, have said. But it certainly does suggest taking a fresh look at how we 
view immigration.    

 So, what kind of immigration is best for America?
 Models to consider are those that put premiums on marketable skills and language 
proficiency rather than family reunification. The Canadian and Australian systems, as President 
Trump correctly noted, are more attuned to their own national needs, compared with the U.S 
approach, which emphasizes family re-unification. Canadian authorities allow some 60 to 70 
percent of their immigrants to come for economic purposes.  
 But such hospitality is not limitless. A former Canadian immigration judge told me 
recently, in a tone of alarm, that his country’s invitation to 25,000 Syrian refugees could 
incubate the same sort of disorder that we see across Europe. There, in many heavily immigrant 
communities, poverty and isolation has persisted, sometimes for generations.    
 I doubt many Americans would want to see the kind of social unrest we see across once 
peaceful places like Sweden, where women now complain of being perpetually harassed, even as 
supposedly feminist politicians look the other way. In France, Muslims make up about 7.5 percent 
of the French population compared to 1 percent in the U.S., but France has been ravaged by Islamic 
terrorism, Muslim-fueled anti-Semitism, and a widening cultural gap between the immigrants 
and the indigenous French population. In France and many other European countries, we see the 
rise of nativist politicians that make Donald Trump seem like Mother Theresa.

  *  *  *
 The United States could be headed to a similar devolution. America’s ideals may be 
universal, but our political community has always been based on U.S. citizenship. You should not 
have to be an Anglo to admire the Founders, or to embrace the importance of the Constitution. 
Yet it’s now fashionable among some progressive activists to reject established American 
political traditions, which constitute a fundamental reason people have come here for the last 
two centuries.
 Yet the “open borders” lobby on the progressive left increasingly demeans the very idea 
of citizenship. In some cases, they see immigration as way to achieve their desired end of “white 

America.” Some advocates for the undocumented, such as Jorge 
Bonilla of Univision, assert that America is “our county, not 
theirs” referring to Trump supporters. Others, like New York 
Mayor Bill di Blasio, refuse to differentiate between legal and 
illegal immigrants.
 As usual, California leads the lunacy. Gov. Jerry Brown, who 
famously laid out a “welcome” sign to Mexican illegal and legal 
immigrants, has also given them drivers’ licenses and provides 
financial aid for college, even while cutting aid for middle-class 
residents. Some Sacramento lawmakers are pressing to give 
undocumented immigrants’ access to state health insurance. 
Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de Leon recently boasted, 
“Half of my family would be eligible for deportation under the 
executive order, because they got a false Social Security card, 
they got a false identification.”
 The “open borders” ideology has reached its apotheosis in 
“sanctuary” cities which extend legal protection from deportation 
to criminal aliens, including those who have committed felonies. 
Donald Trump opportunistically emphasized this absurd and 
inappropriate situation—sometimes invoking the names of 
murdered Americans—during his 2016 campaign. The only 
mystery is why it would surprise the chattering class that many 
voters responded to his message.
 Most Americans are more practical about immigration 
than politicians in either party. The vast majority of us, oppose 
massive deportations of undocumented individuals with no 
serious criminal record. Limiting Muslim immigration appeals 
to barely half of Americans. Only a minority favor Trump’s 
famous “big beautiful wall” on the Mexico-U.S. border.
 Yet even in California, three-quarters of the population, 
according to a recent U.C.-Berkeley survey, oppose “sanctuary 
cities.” Overall, more Americans favor less immigration than 
more. According to a recent Pew study, most also generally 
approve tougher border controls and increased deportations. 
They also want newcomers to come legally and learn English, 
notes Gallup. This is not just an Anglo issue. In Texas, by some 
accounts roughly one-third of all Latino voters supported 
Trump.
 Any new immigration policy has to be widely acceptable 
-- both where immigrants are common as well as those generally 
less diverse areas where opposition to immigration is strongest. 
Unlike many issues, immigration cannot be devolved to local 
areas to accommodate differing cultural climates; it is, and 
will remain, a federal issue. A policy that melds a skills-based 
orientation, compassion, strong border enforcement, expulsion 
of criminals, and forcing the undocumented to the back of the 
citizenship line seems eminently fair.

  *  *  *
 Strong, broad-based economic growth remains the key to 
making immigration work. A weak economy, unemployment, 
population density, or sudden uncontrolled surges in migration, 
notes a recent Economic Policy Institute, drives most anti-
immigration sentiment. The labor-backed think tank suggests 
it would be far better to bring in migrants with skills that are 
in short supply and avoid temporary workers, such as H-1B 
visa holders, who are paid lower wages, undercutting the 
employment prospects for Americans.
 Given the demands of competition and changes in 
technology, it seems foolish to allow many additional lower-
skilled people enter our country. This is not elitism: Industry 
needs machinists, carpenters and nurses as well as computer 
programmers and biomedical engineers. What we don’t need 
to do is flood the bottom of the labor market. Again, this reality 
is race-neutral. Economist George Borjas suggests that the 

(Continued on page 7)



TO FIND OTHER DROP-OFF LOCATIONS:

All PaintCare sites accept up to 5 gallons per visit (some take 
more). Please call ahead to confirm business hours and ask if  
they can accept the type and amount of paint you would like  
to recycle. Sites do not accept: aerosols (spray paint) or  
leaking, unlabeled and empty containers.

It's Free!

Do you know where to recycle or  
dispose of your paint?
There are hundreds of PaintCare sites in  
California where households and businesses  
can recycle or dispose of unwanted paint,  
stain and varnish all year round, including  
this site in Chatsworth:

www.paintcare.org  • (855) 724-6809

 

Sherwin-Williams
10230 Mason Avenue

(818) 885-1651 

Quieres información sobre el reciclaje de pintura?

en Español? Visite: www.paintcare.org/es.
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The St. Mary Institute
Holistic Health Service

“We have the best
patient education!”

By appointment only.

Dr. Lucy M. Cooper, OMD, DAOM, LAc
Diplomate, Antiaging Medicine ACHM

lucycooperlac@hotmail.com

818.390.3951

www.acupunctureherbs.net

Functional Blood 
Tests to Match

Nutritional Needs

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345 
admissions@alemany.org

Bishop Alemany 
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence www.alemany.org 

Teens have four short years to lay the 
groundwork for college. At Bishop Alemany, 
we prepare them with an exceptionally 
well-rounded experience: rigorous academics, 
stellar athletics, diverse arts programming 
and strong values.

The Alemany Advantage

99%

of our students 
continue on to 

top colleges and 
universities in the U.S. 
and around the world

We’re 1 of only 2 
schools in the LA 
Archdiocese with  

AP Capstone 
distinction

Construction is 
underway on our  

high-tech student study 
center and engineering 

machine shop

When it comes to college prep, 
choose the high school that can 
help your teen... 

rise above the 
competition!

Call today to arrange a tour 
(818) 837-5222

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

influx of low-skilled, poorly educated immigrants has reduced wages for our indigenous poor, 
particularly African-Americans, but also for the recent waves of immigrants, including Mexican 
Americans, over the past three decades.
 Like most high-income countries, America’s fertility rate is below that needed to replace 
the current generation. This constitutes one rationale for continued legal immigration. But our 
demographic shortcomings are also entwined with lack of economic opportunity, crippling 
student debt, and the high cost of family-friendly housing stock. In other words, one reason 
Millennials are putting off having children is because they can’t afford them.
 Overall immigration is a net benefit, if the economic conditions are right. An overly broad 
cutback in immigration would deprive the country of the labor of millions of hard-working 
people, many of whom are highly entrepreneurial. The foreign-born, notes the Kaufmann 
Foundation, are also twice as likely to start a business as native-born Americans. It’s always been 
thus—and these aren’t just small, ethnic, family-owned restaurants we’re talking about. More 
than 40 percent of Fortune 500 companies were founded by immigrants or their offspring.    
 American immigration has succeeded in the past largely due to economic expansion. The 
historical lesson is clear: a growing economy, more wealth and opportunity, as well as a sensible 
policy, are the true prerequisites for the successful integration of newcomers into our society.

 (Joel	Kotkin	is	executive	editor	of	New	Geography.)

common sense on 
immigration
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COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

BooKKeePeR WanteD
Local construction firm seeking

part-time bookkeeper.
Part time, work from home after

training period is complete.
Must have a great attitude and good references!

call Lisa after 4 pm any day.
323-835-3578

CityWatchLA

LA’s Future Clouded by Budget Unknowns
By Jack Humphreville

The City of Los Angeles is confronting a budget gap next year of “at least $250 million” based on Mayor Eric Garcetti’s 
comment to Larry Mantle, the host of KPCC’s (89.3) AirTalk.  
 But this not very well publicized shortfall of at least $250 million may be optimistic. The City believes that the $245 

million Power Revenue Transfer Tax (previously known as the 8% Transfer Fee) from the Department of Water and Power, 
which is the subject of a class action lawsuit, is legal and does not require voter approval pursuant to Proposition 26 (the 
Supermajority Vote to Pass New Fees and Taxes) that was approved by California voters in 2010.    
 Garcetti did not offer any reasons for this staggering $250 million shortfall that exceeds the previously projected budget 
gap of $85 million.  Nor did he discuss any specific plans to reduce this gap other than to say that the City will rely on several 
new sources of revenue. 
 But these new revenues are not for deficit reduction.  Rather, they are intended to augment existing programs.  This is 
certainly true for the $50 million of new “Local Return” money from Metro that is designated for the repair and maintenance 
of our lunar cratered streets. These kickback funds are the result of the passage of Measure M, the permanent half cent 
increase in our sales tax to fund Metro’s ambitious expansion plans and its ever-increasing operating deficits. 
 He also said that he would not institute any new spending polices other than for the homeless, public safety, and the 
restoration of services.  But these new initiatives will cost north of $100 million.  So much for austerity.  
 Underlying the $250 million budget gap is a significant increase in City’s legal liabilities and even greater shortfall in 
revenues.  Property and sales taxes are anticipated to be $50 million lower than expected while revenue from taxes on the 
DWP Ratepayers are off by approximately $75 million. 
 There is something very fishy going on with the Power Revenue Transfer Tax because of the class action lawsuits that 
were filed in 2015. 
 This year, the Power Revenue Transfer Tax was budgeted to be $291 million.  However, because DWP overestimated the 
Power System revenue by 10%, or $300 million, the Transfer Tax was only $264 million, a $27 million shortfall. 

 For the upcoming year, 
the Transfer is projected to be 
$245 million (6.5% of Power 
System revenues), down from 
the previous projection of $300 
million (8% of revenues).  This 
dip, despite DWP’s increase 
in revenues, gives credence to 
the scuttlebutt that City Hall 
has cut itself a sweet deal with 
the lawyers representing the 
plaintiffs in the class action 
lawsuit (Patrick Eck v. City of 
Los Angeles).    
 Of course, the lawyers 
will make out like bandits. 
 And the Ratepayers, 
rather than being reimbursed 
for over $1.5 billion in illegally 
collected taxes (not including 
interest) and abolishing 
the illegal Power Revenue 
Transfer Tax, will once again 
get the shaft as we will end 
up paying $245 million a year 
to the pay-to-play politicians 
who occupy City Hall. 
 But this backroom 
settlement that was cut over 
two months ago may not 
pass legal muster.  Under 
Proposition 26, this so-called 
fee that is really a tax must 
be approved by the voters, a 
rumble that City Hall wants 
to avoid.  This may be the 
reason why the City has not 
announced this deal because 
they cannot figure out how 
to disenfranchise us by 
not placing this tax on the 
ballot for our rejection or 
approval. 
 If this crooked deal 
does not pass the smell test, 
our friends that occupy City 
Hall will go ballistic as the 
projected budget deficit will 
balloon to $500 million.  
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COLE BROS. 
POOL SERVICE

       

Serving San Fernando Valley 

and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.
Looking forward to

serving you.

1-702-461-1333
1-818-366-9880

Sempragate

With Residents Away,
Burglars Did Prey

By	Casey	Kim,	Valley	Voice	Reporter

I
n the past several months, there has been an 
increasing number of filed reports regarding theft 
in the Northridge, Granada Hills, and Chatsworth 

community. Inhabitants are currently living in fear, as 
they are taking action by installing stronger security 
systems in their homes. 
 Violent crime and property crime reports drastically 
increased between March 8 and March 14. According to 
a statistical analysis done by the LA Times, Chatsworth 
averaged 23.1 property crimes per week, Granada Hills 
averaged 29.2 property crimes per week, and Northridge 
averaged a shocking number of 47.8 property crimes per 
week over the past three months. 
 Many noticed that these thefts began ever since the 
methane gas leak in Porter Ranch last October. Since then, the 
Southern California Gas Company has relocated thousands of 
residents who have been affected by the leak to an alternative 
living environment.  This led to many inhabitants leaving their 
homes empty for months until they received the notification 
that it was safe to move back. 
 There is a clear correlation between the gas leak and the 
increasing number of thefts that started ever since people had 
no choice but to temporarily move out of their homes. 
 On Feb. 13, Germain Street Elementary School located 
in Chatsworth was placed on lockdown while the policemen 
searched for a home burglary suspect. The home was located 
at the intersection of Lurline Avenue and San Jose Street, 
and the homeowner had reported that the burglars, who 
were armed, fled to the elementary school. Two suspects were 
arrested at the school, and a third was found later. The police 
continuously searched for a possible fourth suspect. 
 “I was scared and very shocked when my daughter 
came home to tell me what had happened at school,” said an 
anonymous parent. “The neighborhood felt very unsafe. I was 
scared to send my child to school the next day.” 
 As burglaries and thefts in the community are increasing, 
many people wonder- where are the police? Despite the 
noticeably high number of dangerous experiences that the 
citizens are facing, people have pointed out that there has 
not been any action taken by the police to create a safer 
environment and neighborhood. Recent events have allowed 
for many to reconsider and contemplate regarding the initial 
purpose of police: to protect the people. The residents of 
Chatsworth, Northridge, and Granada Hills are demanding 
for more patrol and action to put an end to the frequent thefts 
before someone is harmed. 
 “I definitely think that the sudden increase of thefts 
in Porter Ranch these days is a problem that needs to be 
confronted as soon as possible. There haven’t been that many 
thefts that have occurred in Porter Ranch in the past, and 
isn’t known to have high crime rates so hopefully the police 
can solve this issue without it having to become a bigger issue 
that it already is,” said Eileen Seo ’20, a freshman at Van Nuys 
High School. 
 Furthermore, the lockdown at Germain Elementary 
School made children more susceptible to danger, creating 
many worried and concerned parents. 
 It is reasonable to assert that the community should 
take action and voice their opinions of what should be done 
to make our living space a safer environment. There have 
simply been too many thefts and burglaries in the area. 
Families should do more than just installing security alarms 
in their homes. The police should do more than just coming 
when called. In order to maintain the safety of Chatsworth 
and nearby neighborhoods, the inhabitants should do more 
than just wait for another crime to occur. Instead, we must 
take action to protect ourselves, our neighbors, friends, and 
our community. 

Sempragate

Local Doctor Offers Toxins Testing
I t has become very clear that the residents of Porter Ranch have been exposed to numerous toxins and the community 

is sick!
 So is it time to test? I believe so.

 Why? Because you, the people have repeatedly asked.  On countless occasions patients have requested specific 
toxin testing.
 Who will be administering the tests? I interviewed several labs and personnel with outstanding training and 
degrees in environmental medicine at the PhD level. First, I wanted to find a lab that has no financial relationships 
with the State of California. Second, I wanted a system that was easy to comply with. Third, I sought the lowest pricing 
possible. It is unlikely the cost will be covered by your insurance company. However, I encourage you to try.
 “Great Plains Laboratory, Kansas City Missouri” fits the criteria and is well suited for independent testing.  The 
website is: www.greatplainslaboratory.com/our-team/.
 You will have at your discretion the ability to test for volatile organic compounds via a urine sample for $169.00, 
or metals through hair samplings for $115.00.  In addition, you have the option of testing for both at $269.00.  These 
are two separate testing kits. For complete transparency I receive absolutely no funds from the entire testing process. 

 The procedure for testing is as follows:

 1. Starting April 3, 2017, all willing participant will come to Porter Ranch Quality Care at 19950 Rinaldi Street,  
 Ste. 100 Porter Ranch. No appointment will be necessary and there will be no charge for the visit.
 2. Patients will need to provide a valid California license when applicable. A copy of the license will be obtained.
 3. Patients will sign a waiver and release.
 4.  Patients will obtain their lab testing kits.  The kits will have specific instructions that need to be followed.   
 Once a hair sample is obtained and a first morning urine sample is collected and packaged, Federal Express 
should immediately be called to retrieve the package at your home.  There is no cost to you for shipping. 
 Total lab analysis time is approximately 14 days for completion.  A copy of the labs will be sent directly to you. I 
will receive a copy as well.  
 This investigation and analysis is long over due. I encourage many of the community members to participate.

J. Nordella M.D.
Medical Director Porter Ranch Quality Care 
(818) 363 2273
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
   
Please submit very brief local events, space is 
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 
No faxes, phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Mason Recreation Center
   Registration for the center's spring programs is over, but openings still exist 
for the beginning of classes on April 10, according to Juan Soto, director, for 
families interested in karate, beginning soccer, t-ball & coach pitch, adult A.M. 
Yoga, flag football, parent & child stroller interest, basketball clinic, beginning 
ballet, crafty kids, parent and child, and the volleyball clinic.
   For dates, times, ages, fees, uniforms, etc., please visit the park at 10500 Mason 
Ave., Chatsworth, or call 818-998-6377.

   Classes meet for eight weeks, and need a minimum of five students.

Easter at the Shepherd Church
 Shepherd of the Hills Church invites you to celebrate Easter in their new 
3,500-seat Worship Center with service times starting on Good Friday, April 
14 through Easter Sunday, April 16. You’ll hear uplifting contemporary music 
during time of praise and worship, take part in communion if you choose, and 
hear an inspiring message of Hope from Senior Pastor, Dudley Rutherford.
 The church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch. Be sure 
to grab a cup of coffee, and sample some of their Pillars Café delicacies while 
you take a moment to relax in the beautiful park setting of the plaza. For more 
info, please visit www.theshepherd.org, call  (818) 831-9333 or email mail@
shepherdchurch.com.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing Sweet Promised 
Land by Robert Laxalt at the April 5 meeting.  The Book Club meets at 1:00 PM 
in the Library Community Room.  The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire 
Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for more information.    

Retired Teachers
 On April14, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting will be at the Northridge 
Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen Street. Come join us to hear Dr. Michael E. 
Spagna, Dean of the Michael D. Eisner College of Education, CSUN, discuss the 
present state of education and teacher training.  If you wish to buy lunch, please 
contact Mitzi Kushida at bighisa@aol.com. 

Easter Egg Hunt
 Our Redeemer Lutheran Church at 8520 Winnetka Ave. in Winnetka will 
hold their Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 15th beginning at 10:30am.  
All children age 2 through 5th grade are welcome to "hunt" in age appropriate 
areas for the 2,000+ hidden filled eggs.  The Children's Ministry will also have 
gift basket drawings, a live band performing plus decorated areas for photo 
opportunities and there's hot dogs and mac and cheese for lunch. Everything is 
free.  Call 818/341-3460 or check our website at http://www.our-redeemer.org/ for 
more information.  

 Giant Book Sale at Chatsworth Library
 On Saturday, April 15, from 10 am to 2 pm the Friends of the Chatsworth 
Library will hold a giant book sale.  The library is located at 21052 Devonshire 
Street.  The sale is in the Community Room and includes thousands of almost-
new hardback books and a huge selection of paperback books all at a fraction of 
the cost of new.  Hardback books are $1 while paperbacks and videos are only 
50 cents.  Go to http://laplchatsworthfriends.org or call (818) 341-4276 for more 
information.

"Two L.A. Rays" at Chatsworth Library
 On April 22 at 2:00 pm, Theater 40 will present the play "Two L.A. Rays".  
This free program includes readings from the works of Raymond Chandler and 
Ray Bradbury. The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street.  Call (818) 341-
4276 for more information.  

Free Movie Matinee at Chatsworth Library
 On Thursday, April 27 at 1:30 PM there will be a free showing of "Loving" 
in the Chatsworth Library Community Room.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street.  The movie is sponsored by the Friends of the Chatsworth 
Library.  Light refreshments will be available. Go to http://laplchatsworthfriends.
org or call (818) 341-4276 for more information.

Valley JCC
 Valley Jewish Community Center is proud to co-sponsor with UCLA and 
the Sport and Art Educational Foundation the following: Table Tennis Therapy 

for Seniors Study. This program will study the 
effectiveness of various motor skill exercise classes 
on preventing cognitive decline and memory loss 
brought on by Alzheimer's disease and dementia.  
Phone: 818-360-2211

Seated Yoga / Exercise at
Chatsworth Library

 The Chatsworth Library holds a free class 
every Wednesday at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between seated yoga and seated exercise. 
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street.  
Call (818) 341-4276 for more information.

Choir will sing at Carnegie Hall
 MUSYCA Children's Choir will travel to 
New York to perform at Carnegie Hall in April.  
The performance will be a part of a Children's 
Choir Festival, attended by several children's 
choirs from around the United States.  MUSYCA 
is a performance-based vocal music education 
program for children and youth in the San 
Fernando Valley and greater Los Angeles area.  
MUSYCA is supported in part by the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors through the Los 
Angeles County Arts Commission and the Los 
Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs.

CSUN-the Tseng College
    The community is invited to register for Summer 
Session at California State University, Northridge.  
Online and on-campus classes run in three 
separate sessions, May 30-Aug. 22.  Anyone in 
the community may register, so long as they meet 
course prerequisites.  Open registration starts 
April 5.   For more information, http://go.csun.
edu/summer2017.

Classic Chevys Club
    A Valley tradition continues with the Classic 
Chevys of SoCal Club's 35th annual Classic Car 
Show Sunday May 7. Location: Rancho San 
Antonio Boys Town, 21000 Plummer Street in 
Chatsworth. Time: 9:00am-3:00pm. Open to the 
public with free admission for spectators.  More 
than 325 cars ranging from the 1930s to the classics 
and hot rods of the 50s, 60s, and 70s will be on 
display, plus barbecue lunches, vendors, and fun 
raffles. For more information or how to enter your 
classic car and participate in the show, go to www.
classicchevysofsocal.com.

Every dollar you give will help buy toys, arts and craft  kits 
and other items to help remove fear and worry as they go 
through treatments.

Please visit my personal fundraising website at
gofundme.com/a-pitch-for-the-kids

NO ERRORS,ONLY HITS
IN FIGHTING CANCER. 
Thanks in advance for your support!

Last year, I had the privilege of meeti ng 
Gianna, Nathan and other pati ents who 
batt le cancer at Cedars-Sinai hospital.  
It was powerful and as inspiring an 
experience as I have ever known. 

For this reason, I am running again in the Hollywood 
Half Marathon and 5k/10k on April 8th to raise funds for the 
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Services of Cedars-Sinai Samuel 
Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Insti tute.

Please partner 
with me in 
supporting 
these brave 
kids in their 
fi ght against 
cancer. 

A PITCH
FOR THE 

KIDS

Josh Reiter

Please make 

donations by 

Saturday, 

April 8th.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS COMMUNITY RESOURCES

ABOUT US AND CONTACT

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

PorterRanchLife.com

PorterRanchLife.com is dedicated to all that’s great
about our community. It’s about us and where we live.
It’s designed to support our sense of community pride
by sharing Porter Ranch news and events, as well as
important information and resources.

SPONSORED

Circus Vargas 
Unveils Original 
New Production- 
Steam Cirque!

C ircus Vargas embarks on a brand new epic adventure under the big 
top!
 Bringing their innovative new production to Burbank and 

Woodland Hills, Circus Vargas will divide performances between the 
locations from April 20th to May 22nd.
 The show: Goggles, gears, and gadgets set the stage for Circus Vargas’ 
2017's retro-futuristic production, SteamCirque! Join them on a journey 

of fantastic 
p ro p o r t i o n s 
where children 
of all ages will 
marvel at the 
wacky and 
wonderful cast 
of characters 
that come alive 
in this exciting 
steampunk, sciencefiction fantasy 
inspired circus odyssey!
 Arrive 45 minutes early for 
an entertaining, interactive pre-
show celebration, where kids can 
create their own magic under the 
big top, learning circus skills such 

as juggling, balancing and more! Meet and mingle with the entire cast after each performance. 
Capture the fun by posing for pics or selfies with your favorite cast members, all part of an 
unforgettable Circus Vargas experience! 
 The storyline: An eccentric group of adventure seekers stumble upon a traveling circus 
in an imaginary Victorian city, far, far-away. SteamCirque’s peculiar protagonist, part 
magicianpart inventor, attempts to industrialize the circus by incorporating his steam powered 
mechanical contraptions into the ordinary, typical circus rigging, filling the big top with new, 
imaginative acrobatic apparatus for the artists to perform their acts.
 “SteamCirque is inspired by adventure, colored by imagination and brought to life by 
the amazing cast of Circus Vargas!” Join us for an amazing experience, under the big top as 
Circus Vargas celebrates its 48th year and create new and treasured memories for generations 
to come! This wonderful show has something for everyone! It’s 2 hours of amazing music, 
lights, magic, acrobats, aerialists, daredevils, comedians and more!
 Ticket Information: General admission tickets are $17-$32 for children and $27-$37 for 
adults. Reserved Ringside seating is $52-$67 for children and $57-$72 for adults. For Circus 
Vargas performance dates, times and to purchase tickets, visit www.circusvargas.com, call 
877-GOTFUN-1 (877-468-3861) or visit the box office at each location. Follow Circus Vargas 
on Facebook and Twitter for updates, discounts and behind the scenes video.

Short Housing Supply
The median price of a single-family home that changed hands in Los Angeles County 

last month was $470,060, down 7.7 percent from January but 5.7 percent higher than 
February 2016, the California Association of Realtors reported.

 In Orange County, the median sales price of a house was $745,000 last month, up 0.7 
percent from the prior month and 5.7 percent above the level of February 2016, according 
to CAR.
 The real estate trade organization said that statewide, a house's median sales price 
in February was $478,790, down 2.2 percent from the prior month, but 7.6 percent above 
the same period last year, according to CAR.
 The number of homes that sold statewide in February decreased by 4.7 percent from 
January, but was 4.9 percent higher than February of last year.
 “Despite a strong sales start for the year, the housing supply shortage in California 
continues to cast doubt on whether the sales momentum can be carried forward into the 
spring home-buying season,” said CAR Senior Vice President and Chief Economist Leslie 
Appleton-Young.
 “The number of active listings has been on a downward trend for the past 20 months 
and has shown no signs of improvement,” she said. “As we move into the spring home-
buying season, we should see a marginal increase in listings, which will be offset by a 
pickup in sales. The inventory level is not likely to get better in the upcoming months.”
 CAR said the number of new listings fell 13.9 percent from the same time last year, 
the largest year-over-year decline since May 2013. It took an average of four months to 
sell a home, per CAR data.
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NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980     

MONTCLAIR          
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988        

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

BEAT
CLOCK

the HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

APRIL 17TH

AT 9PM!

Closed Sunday, 
April 16th in 
Observance 

of our 
Easter 

Holiday

FREE $50 ASHLEY GIFT CARD‡ GIVEN TO THE FIRST 25 CUSTOMERS  
FRIDAY - APRIL 14TH, SATURDAY - 
APRIL 15TH AND MONDAY - APRIL 17TH!

SHOP EARLY 36 HOURS ONLY!
DAY 1 Friday, April 14 

9am to 9pm! DAY 2 Saturday, April 15
9am to 9pm! DAY 3 Monday, April 17

9am to 9pm!

our 
entire 

inventory!33%
off

PLUS

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 3/21/2017 to 4/17/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 33 months. 
Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

72 months
NO INTEREST* • NO DOWN PAYMENT • NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

ON OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 3/21/2017 to 4/17/2017. Equal monthly 

payments required for 72 months. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax 
and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

OR

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, 
clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress 
and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are 
allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not 
represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a 
combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain 
leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: March 21, 2017. Expires: April 17, 2017.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ 
Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The 
equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-
promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be 
charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to 
the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo 
period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.


