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City Finally
Moving To Repair

Potholes

O

By Lara Santos, Valley Voice Reporter

ffices of councilmembers in every district receive phone
calls with praises, requests for services, questions, and
complaints about different issues in the city. One issue
that constantly receives attention is that of the city of Los
Angeles’ roads.
As potholes and other irregularities on LA’s streets and
highways are difficult to ignore with individuals commuting to
work and carrying on with errands daily, the issue of LA’s roads
is an important one.
Measure M was a measure put forth last year, and it was
made to create a half-cent hike in sales tax. The measure passed
with 71 percent approval in November of 2016 to go towards
funding for transportation-related matters like fixing roads and
improving transit.
According to Metro’s fact sheet, with Measure M included, the
San Fernando Valley would receive $348,900 in funding that would
go to maintaining signals, repairing streets, and fixing potholes.
Currently, and according to MyLA311, a website created to
help provide city information and services, there are 418 potholes
that’ve been reported and inputted as service requests for repair.
The problems potholes potentially create are wear to tires,
damage to alignment, and the rare and unfortunate popped tire.
State farm is an insurance company that provides
different kinds of insurance, one main one being car insurance.
Spokesperson and Media Relations Specialist of Statefarm, Jordi
Ortega, spoke on how much money is spent by the company
because of pothole-related issues.
Ortega stated, “Generally speaking, if there is damage to
the body of your vehicle due to hitting a pothole, then collision
coverage on the typical Personal Auto Insurance Policy would
provide coverage minus any deductible. However, if damage is to
a tire or tires only, it is not typically covered...”
Noting this, it’s especially crucial to have these potholes fixed
as individuals often have to personally pay for the cost of damage
for new tires. However, one thing must also be noted—the rate of
repair for potholes is sometimes rather swift.
Michael Owens, the Director of Community Affairs and
Infrastructure for Council District 3 (Canoga Park, Reseda,
Tarzana, Winnetka, and Woodland Hills), commented, “Potholes
are done within 72 hours of the notice – we had a backlog and
now are more current so they are done within 72 hours.”
Regardless of whether Measure M was the right or wrong
measure to create, action was necessary to bring more attention
to this city’s roads. This is especially true as potholes aren’t the
only issue regarding the streets. While some streets have great
overall quality, some are tarnished and need maintenance.
Owens mentioned that “the cost to repair all streets in CD3
is over $300 million and that is twice the money allocated for the
entire City.” What more, there are 15 districts in the entire city.
One might wonder why the cost to repair streets is so expensive,
and the reason is that, depending on the condition of the street,
a deeper or more superficial level of upkeep would be required.
With deeper levels of upkeep, the more expensive the job is.
With the following information being taken from LA
County’s Department of Public Works website, varying
forms of said upkeep are mentioned.
(Continued on page 5)
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dditional stories on Aliso Canyon
can be found inside.
Also, 10 years ago the Valley Voice
won national awards for its editorial
cartoons, by the 20,000 member Suburban
Newspapers of America. Many new ones
appear throughout this issue.

Enjoy!

COURTS TO DECIDE

County to SoCalGas: Hold Your “Hoses”
(Latest News As the Valley Voice Goes to Press)

S

outhern California Gas Co. can resume operations at the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility in Porter Ranch now
that a state appellate court judge has reversed an earlier ruling putting those plans on hold.
One day after it handed down the ruling blocking the re-start of gas injections at the facility, the 2nd District Court of
Appeals reversed itself July 29, calling off the decision in response to a legal challenge filed by SoCalGas.
``The Request for Judicial Notice is granted. The temporary injunction issued by this court on July 28, 2017, is dissolved,’’
the court said in a concise statement released.
In a 25-page response filed by SoCalGas
attorneys and obtained by City News Service,
the utility argued the California Public Utilities
Commission and the California Department of Oil,
Gas and Geothermal Resources both determined
the location is safe to contain natural gas in limited
amounts. The Valley Voice, Councilmember Mitchell
By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter
Englander, U.S. Congressman Brad Sherman, Save
Porter Ranch, Food & Water Watch, residents, and
he last week of July had been a political wildfire. From
the County dispute those claims.
President Trump’s announcement about banning
The decision capped a flurry of legal maneuvers
transgender people from joining the armed forces via
that began early July 28 when Los Angeles Superior
Twitter, to conversation about the Affordable Care Act repeal
Court Judge John Shepard Wiley Jr. refused a
bill, every day has been another opportunity to take a stance on
Los Angeles County request to block the re-start
a new controversial subject. As a rising sophomore on summer
of gas injections at the storage site, which has been
vacation, I have constantly been interacting with other teenagers
closed since the largest methane leak in U.S. history
throughout debate and leadership camps during the past few
temporarily displaced dozens of Porter Ranch
weeks. Although it is impossible for us to avoid conversing about
residents in late 2015-early 2016.
such political news, it is vital that we hold each other accountable
Wiley ruled that he did not have the authority to
to respect each other’s opinions.
``interfere’’ in the operation of a facility governed by
It is reasonable to assert that we must consider and
the public utilities commission.
reconsider every word we say before we say them. Growing up as
The stay issued just hours later by the 2nd
a teen in this day in age is arguably one of the most difficult tasks.
district court followed an emergency filing by
Each topic has supporters on both sides of the spectrum, and we
attorneys for Los Angeles County.
must be careful when making assumptions during a conversation.
I have personally witnessed many friendships tear over hurtful
Under that order, SoCalGas was ``temporarily
words regarding political views. However, we never know what
enjoined from injecting natural gas into the Aliso
someone else’s past experiences may include that shape their
Canyon underground reservoir’’ pending further
opinions.
consideration of the issue.
For example, during my time at a Leadership camp based
SoGalGas was given until 6 p.m. that Saturday
on Political Action and Public Policy, I was able to connect with
to respond to the temporary stay, which it did by midstudents my age from all over the country and discuss complicated
afternoon, utility spokesman Chris Gilbride said.
topics during casual settings. What I realized was that there was
Not long after receiving the response, the
a wide variety of opinions on each topic. Coming from southern
appellate court called off the previous day’s
California, I was so used to popular liberal standpoints that I had
temporary ban.
forgotten what it was like to view such topics from a nonbiased
Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn
point of view. Each person had a reason for believing what they
Barger expressed disappointment with the latest
believe, and although we did not completely agree with each
court decision and vowed to continue the fight.
other at all times, I learned to be respectful towards others.

Students Connect,
How About Adults?

T

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 10)

Bungled Collusion
Is Still Collusion
By Charles Krauthammer
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he Russia scandal has entered a new phase and there’s
no going back.
For six months, the White House claimed that this
scandal was nothing more than innuendo about Trump
campaign collusion with Russia in meddling in the 2016
election. Innuendo for which no concrete evidence had been
produced.
Yes, there were several meetings with Russian officials,
some only belatedly disclosed. But that is circumstantial
evidence at best. Meetings tell you nothing unless you know
what happened in them. We didn’t. Some of these were
casual encounters in large groups like the famous July 2016
Kislyak-Sessions exchange of pleasantries at the Republican
National Convention. Big deal.
I was puzzled. Lots of cover-up, but where was the
crime? Not even a third-rate burglary. For six months,
smoke without fire. Yes, President Trump himself was acting
very defensively, as if he were hiding something. But no one
ever produced the something.
My view was: Collusion? I just don’t see it. But I’m
open to empirical evidence. Show me.
The evidence is now shown. This is not hearsay, not fake
news, not unsourced leaks. This is an email chain released by
Donald Trump Jr. himself. A British go-between writes that
there’s a Russian government effort to help Trump Sr. win
the election, and as part of that effort he proposes a meeting
with a “Russian government attorney” possessing damaging
information on Hillary Clinton. Moreover, the Kremlin is
willing to share troves of incriminating documents from the
Crown Prosecutor. (Error: Britain has a Crown Prosecutor.
Russia has a State Prosecutor.) Donald Jr. emails back. “I
love it.” Fatal words.
Once you’ve said “I’m in,” it makes no difference
that the meeting was a bust, that the intermediary brought
no such goods. What matters is what Donald Jr. thought
going into the meeting, as well as Jared Kushner and thencampaign manager Paul Manafort, who were copied on the
correspondence, invited to the meeting, and attended.
“It was literally just a wasted 20 minutes, which was
a shame,” Donald Jr. told Sean Hannity. A shame? On
the contrary, a stroke of luck. Had the lawyer real stuff to
deliver, Donald Jr. and the others would be in far deeper
legal trouble. It turned out to be incompetent collusion,
amateur collusion, comically failed collusion. That does not
erase the fact that three top Trump campaign officials were
ready to play.
It may turn out that they did later collaborate more
fruitfully. We don’t know. But even if nothing else is found,
the evidence is damning.
It’s rather pathetic to hear Trump apologists protesting
that it’s no big deal because we Americans are always
intervening in other people’s elections, and they in ours. You
don’t have to go back to the ‘40s and ‘50s when the CIA
intervened in France and Italy to keep the communists from
coming to power. What about the Obama administration’s
blatant interference to try to defeat Benjamin Netanyahu in
the latest Israeli election? One might even add the work of
groups supported by the U.S. during Russian parliamentary
elections -- the very origin of Vladimir Putin’s deep animus
toward Hillary Clinton, then secretary of state, whom he
accuses of having orchestrated the opposition.
This defense is pathetic for two reasons. First, have the
Trumpites not been telling us for six months that no collusion
ever happened? And now they say: Sure it happened. So
what? Everyone does it.
What’s left of your credibility when you make such a
casual about-face?
Second, no, not everyone does it. It’s one thing to be
open to opposition research dug up in Indiana. But not dirt
from Russia, a hostile foreign power that has repeatedly
invaded its neighbors (Georgia, Crimea, Eastern Ukraine),
that buzzes our planes and ships in international waters,
that opposes our every move and objective around the globe.
Just last week the Kremlin killed additional U.N. sanctions
we were looking to impose on North Korea for its ICBM
test.
There is no statute against helping a foreign hostile
power meddle in an American election. What Donald Jr. -and Kushner and Manafort -- did may not be criminal. But
it is not merely stupid. It is also deeply wrong, a fundamental
violation of any code of civic honor.
I leave it to the lawyers to adjudicate the legalities of
unconsummated collusion. But you don’t need a lawyer
to see that the Trump defense -- collusion as a desperate
Democratic fiction designed to explain away a lost election
-- is now officially dead.
Charles Krauthammer is an American Pulitzer Prizewinning syndicated columnist, author, political commentator,
and physician. His weekly column appears in more than 400
newspapers worldwide.
- Jewish World Review
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Police Chief
Defends Its Cadet
Program

A

Israel’s Enemies Hooked on
Hate, Violence, Murder
By Rabbi Abraham Cooper, LA’s Simon Wiesenthal Center

W

hat’s the toughest habit to kick? Turns out, in the Middle East it’s humiliation.
Yes, according to the Palestinian Authority (PA), the explosion of hate, violence, and murder against their Jewish
neighbors was ignited by Israel. The source of the humiliation? Israel’s installation of metal detectors on Jerusalem
Old City’s Temple Mount near the al Aqsa Mosque. This, after Israeli Arabs machine gunned two Israeli (Druze) police
officers from the sacred ground to Judaism and Islam. Their weapons were smuggled onto the Temple Mount before the
shootings.
Wafa, the PA’s news agency, set the stage for the mayhem to follow:
“The aim of the occupation of placing electronic gates is the humiliation of worshipers and citizens during their entry
and exit to Al-Aqsa, and to send a message to the Arabs and Muslims that they hold absolute sovereignty over Al-Aqsa
… but Jerusalemites responded by rejection, until the situation returns to what it was before the electronic gates and
checkpoints.”
Palestinian Media Watch tracks what the PA says in Arabic to the Palestinian people, not what they say to the
international community in English. After characterizing the deployment of metal detectors, meant to protect worshippers
from violence, as a horrific act against worshippers, the Palestinian political organization Fatah encouraged Palestinians to
“rage” and encouraged a glorified death:
“If I fall I will not be the first to die, and not the last to die #Rage!”
Not to be outdone, a member of the Fatah Central Committee said the committee “called on its supporters and members
... to turn this Friday into a day of escalation.”
It didn’t take very long for someone to come forward. On the night of Friday, July 21, the Solomon family had sat down
to celebrate the birth of a new baby boy on Shabbat eve. A 19 year-old Palestinian man had other ideas. According to the
Army, he poured water over his head to “purify” himself, then entered the Solomon home and stabbed the grandfather of
the family and his two adult children, including the young father of the baby boy, to death. Only the bullet from a neighbor
saved the rest of the family and children from the same fate.
On Sunday, the three were buried together, even as the Palestinian terrorist’s mother declared that she was proud of
her son’s deeds.
Those wanton murders did nothing to assuage the global humiliation. Protesters as far away as London burned Israeli
flags; in Istanbul protesters tried to block the entrance to the Jewish community’s main synagogue that previously had
suffered two deadly terrorist attacks; and in Amman two Arabs were killed and an Israeli seriously injured after a shooting
on the grounds of the Jewish state’s embassy.
Never one to miss an opportunity to bolster his Islamic street creds, Turkish President Erdogan further stoked the flames
of hate by declaring that Israel could not “expect the Islamic world to remain unresponsive after the humiliation Muslims
suffered with the restrictions at the Noble Sanctuary.” For good measure, the Turkish leader — whose increasingly autocratic
rule has been denounced by European countries, who has trampled on the human rights of his own people, and who has
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group of activists called for an end to the Los Angeles
Police Department’s cadet program in the wake of the
arrest of an officer who allegedly had sex with a 15-yearold female cadet who’s accused of being involved in the theft
of three squad cars.
The activists from Black Lives Matter - LA, the Los
Angeles Community Action Network and the Stop LAPD
Spying Coalition also called on Mayor Eric Garcetti to fire
LAPD Chief Charlie Beck and for an investigation of the
cadet program to be conducted independently of the LAPD
or the Los Angeles Police Commission.
The arrest of Officer Robert Cain for the alleged abuse
of the cadet is part of a decades-long pattern of abusive behavior by the department and its officers, according to the
activists.
An officer with the LAPD’s Media Relations Section said
the department and Beck had no direct response to the activists’ demands.
The LAPD is reviewing its cadet program in the wake of
the arrests of the seven cadets for their alleged involvement
in the theft of three squad cars, which culminated in two
high-speed chases and crashes on June 14.
Beck has said the cadets’ familiarity with the department’s procedures allowed them to steal the cars without
Photo
David Powell
them
beingby
immediately
discovered, and one of the cars may
have been missing for several weeks. The department believes the cadets impersonated officers during traffic stops
on at least several occasions, according to Beck.
On June 22, the chief personally arrested Cain for allegedly having a sexual relationship with one of the seven
accused cadets.
Beck has continued to express support for the cadet program since the arrests, maintaining that the suspects were
essentially a few bad apples among 2,200 active cadets.
   ``Even though we are very disappointed and unsatisfied
with what happened ... I realize the value of the program
and that it is an important way for many young people in
Los Angeles to increase their chance for success in later
years, even if they don’t become police officers, and actually
most don’t, but I think it prepares for life like so many quality youth programs do,’’ Beck said in June.

destroyed his nation’s free press — shamelessly accused Israel
of violating “fundamental human values” according to the
Turkish newspaper Hurriyet.
There may be diplomats and pundits urging the U.S., EU,
Middle East Quartet, to pressure Israel to remove the very
same safety measures that every Jew must go through they did
when approaching the Western Wall and that every pilgrim to
Mosques across the Middle East and the Vatican are subject
to. Indeed, millions of travelers everyday go through the same
screening — we hope — before boarding a flight.
So let’s be clear. People who hate Israel, feel “humiliated”
by the Jewish State’s very existence.
I am no expert on overcoming addiction. But I do know
people who have overcome the worst humiliations that
humankind has doled out. Ask a Holocaust survivor, or a
Rwandan girl who survived rape and worst, or survivors of the
Cambodian genocide who rebuilt their lives.
Any true friend of peace must help stop the self-induced
drug of humiliation. Peaceseekers must not feed the beast of
humiliation but instead commit to isolate the Islamists who
mainline this drug to the masses and help wean addicts from a
culture of hate and death.
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Residents from Four
Affected Communities
Call on Regulators to
Retire Gas Storage
Facilities

S

Commission Plans to Shut
Aliso Canyon Down In 10 Years,

S

Most Want It Now!

tate regulators July 19 cleared the way for natural gas injections to resume at the Aliso Canyon storage facility
that has been largely out of service since a four-month leak in 2015-16, but the facility will be operated in a limited
fashion primarily to prevent Southland energy
shortages.
The state’s Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the California Public Utilities Commission determined that with new safety protocols in place, the facility is ``safe to operate and can reopen at a greatly reduced
capacity.’’
``In order to protect public safety and the environment, this facility will be held to the most rigorous monitoring,
inspection and safety requirements in the nation and will store only the minimum gas necessary to supply the Los
Angeles area,’’ said Ken Harris, DOGGR oil and gas supervisor.
``The extensive testing, retrofits and new safety measures ensure the wells are in sound operating condition today.’’
CPUC Executive Director Timothy Sullivan said the facility will be restricted to about 28 percent of its operating
capacity, ``just enough to avoid energy disruptions in the Los Angeles area.’’
Concerns have been raised in the months since the leak about the possibility of electrical shortages due to the
lack of natural gas from the Porter Ranch-area facility to operate power plants.
Critics have blasted such claims, saying the issue was being raised by Southern California Gas Co. as a scare
tactic to pressure regulators into allowing Aliso Canyon to resume operating. SoCalGas officials vehemently denied
the accusations.
					*		*		*
The Aliso Canyon storage facility has been largely out of use since the four-month leak spewed about 109,000
metric tons of methane into the air and led to the temporary relocation of about 7,000 Porter Ranch-area residents.
The leak began in October 2015 and was capped in February 2016.
Many residents, along with area elected officials, have been pushing to stall the reopening of the facility until
an investigation is completed into the root cause of the leak. However, a bill that would have mandated such a delay
failed in the state Legislature.
``The facility should remain closed until the root cause analysis and energy reliability study are completed and
the health concerns of our impacted residents are fully addressed to the satisfaction of county health officials,’’ County Supervisor Kathryn Barger said.
According to CPUC and DOGGR, the investigation into the cause of the leak is continuing.
Meanwhile, the agencies noted that about 60 percent of the facility’s 114 wells have been taken out of operation
and isolated.
The remaining wells underwent extensive testing and retrofitting, with all equipped with real-time pressure
monitors and new steel tubing and seals, officials said. New requirements also mandate routine aerial monitoring of
the facility to detect any methane leaks.
The wells have also been outfitted with steel inner tubing, and the plant will have to operate at a pressure level
of 2,926 pounds per square inch, down from 3,600 PSI.
SoCalGas officials said the company will also have around-the-clock pressure monitoring, four-times-daily patrols to examine every well and scanning of the wells using infrared thermal imaging cameras.
``Injection will not resume immediately,’’ according to SoCalGas.
State agencies have outlined steps that must be completed before injections can resume, including a leak survey
of the facility and a flyover to measure methane emissions at the site.
The Public Utilities Commission is also conducting a two-phase study of the possibility of greatly reducing or
phasing out the use of Aliso Canyon altogether. The chairman of the California Energy Commission, Robert Weisenmiller, sent the commission a letter saying the governor has asked him to plan for the closure of Aliso Canyon in 10
years, and he urged the
CPUC to do the same.
``Closure of Aliso Canyon is no small task and the recommendation to close the facility is not one that I take
lightly or without thoughtful consideration,’’ Weisenmiller wrote.
``However, I am confident that through sustained investments in renewed energy, energy efficiency, electric storage technologies and other strategies, we can make this transition a reality.’’
City Councilman Mitch Englander said he is ``encouraged’’ by the Energy Commission’s position.
“The gas leak of 2015-16 was the largest in our nation’s history and showed the danger of operating such facilities near residential areas,” Englander  said.
``And while state regulatory agencies have taken steps to improve safety at the facility, the only way to ensure
that history does not repeat itself is through permanent closure of the facility.’’
Rep. Brad Sherman, D-Porter Ranch, accused SoCalGas of refusing ``to commit to subsurface safety valves.’’
``One of the tragic ironies of the Aliso Canyon leak is that the broken well, SS25, had previously been equipped
with a subsurface safety valve that was removed in 1979 and never replaced,’’ said Sherman, whose home is near the
site of the gas leak.
``The state should require deep subsurface positive-pressure safety valves on all active wells at subsurface natural gas storage facilities.’’
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outhern California residents called on state regulators to shut
down gas storage fields at a hearing held July 12 by the California
Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). Gas
facility neighbors charge that no amount of regulation can make the
operations safe near homes, schools and businesses and want them
quickly retired, according to Food and Water Watch. The County
has now gone to court to prevent the opening.
SoCalGas operates four gas storage facilities in Santa Clarita,
Playa del Rey, Goleta and Porter Ranch in densely populated communities. All the facilities, except Goleta, are depleted oil fields that
were converted into gas storage operations.
Residents in Porter Ranch and the greater San Fernando Valley are still battling regulators over whether to resume operations
at the Aliso Canyon storage facility, the site of the worst methane
blowout in U.S. history in 2015. Since the blowout was capped four
months after it occurred, the facility, which sits on an active fault
line, has reported 10 leaks and multiple fires.
“Thousands of residents in the San Fernando Valley are still
getting sick from the gas blowout of 2015 and the ongoing leaks
and spills at the Aliso Canyon storage facility,” said Matt Pakucko,” President of Save Porter Ranch. “Governor Brown has
the power to take action, but his sister Kathleen Brown sits on the
board of Sempra and makes us wary that he will put Sempra’s
profits over California’s health.”
			*		*		*
Meanwhile, Los Angeles City Councilmember Mike Bonin has
called for an investigation into the leaky Playa del Rey storage facility as well as a study to transition Los Angeles to 100% renewable
energy. “Natural gas is a dirty and dangerous fossil fuel that we are
working to move beyond in LA, instead opting for cleaner, safer and
more sustainable renewable energy resources,” said Councilmember
Bonin. “Neighbors have expressed serious concerns about continuing
to store gas so close to homes and a priceless wetlands habitat.”
Families near the Playa del Rey storage facility have long experienced the impacts of the operation. “My mother and I moved to Playa
del Rey when I was a teen and I remember stories about oily mists
covering houses in the neighborhood,” said Playa del Rey resident
and Indivisible CA-43 volunteer organizer Tudor Popescu. “I moved
back one year ago, and as a new homeowner, with plans of starting a
family, I want my kids to grow up with a different story. They should
hear how the neighborhood shut down the fossil fuel facility and
helped Los Angeles move to renewable energy.”
The Honor Rancho facility in Santa Clarita has experienced
problems on the scale of the Aliso Canyon blowout. In 1991, a well
casing broke and caused a leak that took months to resolve. In 1996,
Honor Rancho also experienced significant gas migration into the soil
an area surrounding area. Today, the facility continues to leak daily
and put nearby families at risk.
The Goleta storage facility, located close to UC Santa Barbara, is the oldest gas storage field in the system. “A serious leak
could be fatal, and indeed catastrophic, putting the communities of
Goleta, Santa Barbara, UC Santa Barbara, and Isla Vista at needless risk,” said John Foran, Sociology and Environmental Studies
professor at UCSB. “This is not just a question of the lack of safe
and effective evacuation plans in communities that hug the Pacific
Coast and are pinned in by the mountains. It is a direct threat on
the lives of the residents of the area.””
The California Council on Science and Technology (CCST) is
currently reviewing the long-term viability of all twelve gas storage fields in California. As California considers adopting a goal of
100% renewable energy by 2045 (SB 100), community members
say that Governor Brown and State agencies need to move to retire
all gas storage facilities and transition to clean energy.

Councilmember
Englander On The
Resuming Of Operations
At Aliso Canyon

“

While I am disappointed in the State’s decision to resume
operations at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage facility, I am
encouraged that the CA Energy Commission will proceed with a
plan to permanently close the facility within ten years.
The gas leak of 2015-16 was the largest in our nation’s history
and showed the danger of operating such facilities near residential areas. And while State regulatory agencies have taken steps to improve
safety at the facility, the only way to ensure that history does not repeat
itself is through permanent closure of the facility.
The permitting of operations and oversight at Aliso Canyon is
outside of my office’s jurisdiction. Nevertheless, I will continue to
work with the relevant County, State, and Federal agencies to expedite the day when the Aliso Canyon facility can be brought offline.”
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-Councilmember Mitchell Englander
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State Regulators Endanger
Families by Allowing Aliso
Canyon Storage Facility
to Reopen
By Alexandra Nagy, Food & Water Watch

T

he announcement by the California Department of Conservation’s Division of Oil Gas
and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) and the California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC) to allow injections at Aliso Canyon storage facility is a shock to the community
that continues to suffer daily from health problems associated with the facility. This does three
things:
- It ignores requirements by the LA County Supervisors, Health Department and Fire
Department that a root-cause analysis, long-term health study, seismic study and CEQA analysis should be completed.
- It minimizes the serious health affects still felt by residents from the largest gas blowout
in U.S. history.
- It ignores the findings by four independent studies, including one by L.A. County, that
Aliso Canyon storage facility isn’t necessary for energy reliability.
The California Energy Commission Chairman, Robert Weisenmiller, also stated today
that he plans to phase out the Aliso Canyon over the next ten years. This is not fast enough as
daily leaks, accidents, and spills pose a serious threat to nearby communities.
“Governor Brown’s administration has sold out families in the North San Fernando Valley by allowing Aliso Canyon to reopen, even at a limited capacity. All operations at the Aliso
Canyon storage facility are dangerous and thousands of residents are still sick from the 2015
blowout and ongoing leaks at the facility.
“Governor Brown’s administration is recklessly allowing this facility to reopen without
addressing what caused the blowout, the seismic risk to the facility or the long-term health effects of this gas field near densely populated areas.
“SoCalGas and State agencies have failed to prove that the Aliso Canyon facility is necessary to provide a reliable source of energy for the L.A. Basin. None of the blackouts that
the company warns of have occurred. In fact, SoCalGas shorted the supply in January by
ordering less gas on the interstate pipelines in order to justify withdrawing from Aliso Canyon
as reported by the LA Times and confirmed by the L.A. County energy reliability study. No
investigation was made into the cause of the manufactured shortages and withdrawals on
January 24 and 25, a failure of the Public Utilities Commission.
“Brown’s family ties to Sempra Energy, the parent company of SoCalGas, proved too
powerful as his sister Kathleen sits on the Board. This entire disaster has been marked by the
repeated failure of the regulating agencies and Governor Brown to hold SoCalGas responsible
for their actions, and allow injections is the nail in the coffin for the community.
“Nothing short of the immediate shut down of Aliso Canyon will protect residents from
harm caused by this facility.”
(The County has gone to court to prevent the re-opening.)
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City To Repair Potholes
(Continued from page 1)

To bring up two repair types of many, the site describes a slurry seal which “is applied
in order to help preserve and protect the underlying pavement structure and provide a new
driving surface. Roads chosen for slurry seal applications generally have low to moderate
distress and narrow crack width. Slurry seal applications serve to seal the cracks, restore lost
flexibility to the pavement surface, provide a deep, rich black pavement surface color, and help
preserve the underlying pavement structure.” And a full-depth reclamation is “an in-place
recycling method for reconstruction of existing flexible pavements using the existing pavement
section material as the base for the new roadway-wearing surface. This process can include
adding chemicals to the base layer in order to increase its strength capacity.”
Furthermore, there is also a differentiation between roads that are chosen to be fixed
and which ones are relegated to be dealt with at a later date. There is a budget separation for
“failed” streets versus decently graded streets, where money goes first to keeping the decent
(Continued on page 10)
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It’s High Noon
on the GOP’s
Promise to
‘Repeal and
Replace’
By Larry Elder

he reason Republicans can’t “come together” on a repealand-replacement plan for Obamacare is that the American
people haven’t come together on what they want.
True, polls show Obamacare remains unpopular. But the
various Republican replacement proposals have polled even
worse. And when you break down the answers, Obamacare
is unpopular-ish. Americans, for example, like the idea of
preventing insurance carriers from denying coverage to people
who have pre-existing conditions. Similarly, polls show that
Americans like compelling an insurance company to keep a child
on a parent’s policy until the child is 26 years old. Americans
wish to prevent insurance carriers from “discriminating” on
price based on their projections of who is more likely to use
health care.
When asked whether they believe “health care is a right,”
many polls find that a majority of Americans say yes. Once
again, Obamacare was designed to continue the march toward
a Canadian-style, single-payer health care system — a type
of cradle-to-grave “Medicare for all.” Under so-called singlepayer, the federal government becomes the insurer, eradicating
private health care insurance. So “single-payer” means that
every American taxpayer is paying for the insurance — and all
the overhead costs of a bloated, inefficient, bureaucratic federal
government that faces no competition or incentive to be costefficient.
Former Democratic National Committee Chairman
Howard Dean, an early advocate of the single-payer system, later
said he supported the “public option” — a federal Medicaretype insurance available for purchase. It would coexist in the
marketplace with private insurance, theoretically offering the
consumer a “choice” between private or government insurance.
During the 2008 presidential campaign, Dean talked about
the health care proposals of Democratic candidates Barack
Obama and then-Sen. Hillary Clinton: “I think while someday
we may end up with a single-payer system, it’s clear that we’re
not going to do it all at once, so I think both candidates’ health
care plans are a big step forward.”
In other words, Obamacare was just a steppingstone along
the path. The end game is the single-payer system. Obamacare
was intended to fail, given the Democrats’ real goal of a
Canadian-style taxpayer-paid health care. Harry Reid openly
said so. The Las Vegas Sun reported in 2013:
“(Senate Majority Leader Harry) Reid said he thinks the
country has to ‘work our way past’ insurance-based health
care during a Friday night appearance on Vegas PBS’ program
‘Nevada Week in Review.’
“’What we’ve done with Obamacare is have a step in the
right direction, but we’re far from having something that’s
going to work forever,’ Reid said.
“When then asked by panelist Steve Sebelius whether he
meant ultimately the country would have to have a health care
system that abandoned insurance as the means of accessing it,
Reid said: ‘Yes, yes. Absolutely, yes.’”
Barack Obama, then a state senator from Illinois, said: “I
happen to be a proponent of a single-payer, universal health
care program. I see no reason why the United States of America,
the wealthiest country in the history of the world, spending 14
percent of its gross national product on health care, cannot
provide basic health insurance to everybody. ... A single-payer
health care plan, a universal health care plan. That’s what
I’d like to see. But as all of you know, we may not get there
immediately. Because first we’ve got to take back the White
House, we’ve got to take back the Senate, and we’ve got to take
back the House.” And later, then-President Obama reiterated
his stance, with the qualification that if starting “from scratch”
he’d have a single-payer system.
Never mind that Claude Castonguay, the “father of Quebec
Medicare,” criticized his own invention, and said that the
mistake was not encouraging more private-sector participation.
In the ‘60s, Castonguay chaired a Canadian government
committee on health care reform. He urged Quebec, his home
province, to enact government-administered health care, paid
for by all tax levies on its citizens. Quebec obliged.
Eventually the rest of Canada followed suit. But 40 years
later Castonguay, serving as chairman of a government
committee reviewing Quebec health care in 2008, said the
system was in “crisis.”
The GOP took a big step toward fulfilling its promise to
repeal and replace Obamacare by passing a procedural vote to
debate the issue in the Senate.
Now comes the hard part.
© 2017 Creators Syndicate
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Hope for Relationships
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

R

elationships are the building blocks of humanity. They can elicit overwhelming joy, such as
the special bond between parent and child or the enduring love between a husband and wife.
However, the breakdown of relationships—seen across the ages and across the world—can
cause unbearable devastation. Couples divorce, family members become estranged, siblings fight,
and longtime friendships dissolve bitterly.
Yet, God has created within every man and woman the desire to form lasting, loving, and
meaningful relationships with those around them. So, in order to nurture healthy relationships in
the future, how does one obtain healing for a heart that has been broken by hurts from the past?
We find hope for relationships by looking to God’s Word for answers. Here are five things we can
do when our relationships need to be revived with hope:
1. Surrender to the proper authority. God is the Creator of the universe. The Bible says He heals,
restores, and gives life—even to relationships that seem dead and hopeless (Romans 8:11). The
devil, on the other hand, aims to kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10). In every decision you
make, you are either submitting to God or to the devil. James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves,
then, to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” How do you submit to God? By
obeying His word, the Bible. Make a commitment to read the Bible every single day, even if
it’s just one chapter. Pray and ask God to help you to obey Him.
2. Confess and let go. James 4:8 says, “Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,
you double-minded.” Take an honest assessment of your heart and what role you may have
had in the demise of a certain relationship. First John 1:8-9 says, “If we claim to be without
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” When you confess your

foc A

sin to God and ask Him for forgiveness, you are able to forgive others and let go of resentment
and bitterness you may be harboring within your heart.
3. Don’t slander. Whenever we are hurt, it is very tempting to complain to anyone who will listen
about the person we feel has wronged us. James 4:11 admonishes us not to engage in this
kind of slanderous speech. Jesus Christ suffered the cruelest injustice in all of history—His
undeserved death on a Roman cross—but He did not protest or slander His accusers. Instead,
He said, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34). Let us follow Jesus’ humble example.
4. Give grace instead of judgment. When others fall short of your expectations, choose to show
them grace, which is defined as mercy, favor, and pardon. Jesus showed you and I grace rather
than judgment when He died to pay the penalty for our sins. He says in Matthew 7:1-2: “Do
not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,
and with measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Trust the Lord to examine the heart
and motives of those who may have hurt you, and leave all judgment to Him. You will find
that letting go of this responsibility is tremendously liberating, and it will allow God to fully
heal and restore your heart.
At Shepherd Church, we have begun a series called “A Living Hope.” Please join
us for this important study through the Book of 1 Peter as we learn about God’s plan to
bring hope for all!
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDownBook.
com) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has campuses in
Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the West Valley. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.
com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

County to SoCalGas: Hold Your “Hoses”

(Continued from page 1)
``This decision by the Court of Appeals to dissolve the temporary stay (blocking) reSoCalGas officials said the original leak was discovered on Oct. 24, 2015 and continued
injection at the Aliso Canyon facility is an unfortunate setback for the community of Porter emanating methane until a Feb. 11, 2016 announcement that the leak had been capped.
Ranch and the northwest San Fernando Valley,’’ Barger said in a prepared statement. ``The
At its peak, the escaping gas forced an estimated 15,000 Porter Ranch area residents
County will file a full writ petition with the Court of Appeals on July 31, requesting an to temporarily relocate.
immediate stay to allow the Court to consider the merits of the petition.
A study by researchers at the UC campuses in Irvine and Davis determined the leak
``I strongly believe that without a root-cause analysis, seismic risk assessments and a put enough methane into the air each day to ``fill a balloon the size of the Rose Bowl’’ and
longterm energy reliability study, this facility – which jeopardized the health and safety of confirmed it was the largest in the nation’s history.
local families for months -- should not be allowed to reopen.’’
The Aliso Canyon site has been out of use since the nearly four-month leak placed an
But CPUC Executive Director Timothy Sullivan said the facility would be restricted to estimated 109,000 metric tons of methane into the air.
about 28 percent of its normal operating capacity, ``just enough to avoid energy disruptions
In court papers filed, attorneys for the County argued that Aliso Canyon ``cannot
in the Los Angeles area.’’
withstand’’ a major earthquake, and said there is a 60 to 80 percent chance of such a
Concerns have been raised in the months since the leak about the possibility of electrical temblor occurring in the Aliso Canyon area over the next 50 years.
shortages due to the lack of natural gas from the Porter Ranch-area facility to operate
SoCalGas officials said concerns about seismic safety were ``carefully considered’’ by
Southland power plants.
state regulators before they decided the facility is safe to resume limited operations.
Critics have blasted such claims as scare tactics meant to pressure regulators into
allowing Aliso Canyon to resume operating.

the vineyards at porter ranch
. FA L L 2 0 1 8 ,
For leasing inquiries please contact Bryan Norcott at (213) 553-3862 or bnorcott@studley.com
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Congressman Sherman
Urges Stronger
Regulation Of Natural
Gas Storage Facilities
RENT SURREYS, SPECIALTY BIKES,
CRUISERS, KIDS BIKES & MORE!
(805) 650-7770 • wheelfunrentals.com • 6300 Balboa Blvd. Van Nuys, CA 91316

C

ongressman Brad Sherman (D-Sherman Oaks) sent a letter to the Department
of Conservation (DOC) advocating for improvements to the Division of Oil, Gas,
and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR)’s proposed regulations of natural gas
storage facilities in California.
Sherman is urging DOGGR to add even stronger regulations to their current
proposals. First, he urges the requirement of deep subsurface positive-pressure safety
valves on all active wells at subsurface natural gas storage facilities. Second, the state
must address the “too big to fail, too big to exist” issue by mandating that when any
major metropolitan area is reliant on one facility for over 25% of its power, additional
gas storage facilities be developed.
From October 23, 2015, to February 18, 2016, the northern Los Angeles community
of Porter Ranch suffered from the largest methane gas leak in U.S. history.
Sherman states in his letter, “My family lives about as close as any to the source
of the leak. The leak continued for nearly four months. More than 7,000 families were
displaced from their homes and forced to relocate because they experienced adverse
health symptoms. Two schools in the area were closed for the duration of the school
year.”

Sherman’s proposed changes include:

Proposed Changes:
- SUBSURFACE VALVES
 	 One of the tragic ironies of the Aliso Canyon leak is that the broken well, SS25, had
previously been equipped with a subsurface safety valve that was removed in 1979 and
never replaced.
Subsurface safety valves can protect against ruptures along the length of the well
where valves located at the surface would be insufficient. Moreover, subsurface safety
valves with “positive pressure” ensure that if there is any interruption of pressure (due
to a malfunction, earthquake, power outage, etc.) subsurface safety valves will close.
This would add an additional layer of protection to the current proposed tubing and
casing requirements.
The state should require deep subsurface positive-pressure safety valves on all
active wells at subsurface natural gas storage facilities. Only permanently sealed wells
should be excluded.

Upgrading your
appliances can lower
your energy bill.

- TOO BIG TO FAIL
Additionally, there must be a commitment to address the overdependence upon
very large natural gas storage facilities like Aliso Canyon, a problem endemic in the
state’s natural gas storage system.
The residents of Porter Ranch, many of whom remain engaged in a legal battle
with So Cal Gas over injuries suffered during the blowout, are currently being told that
injections must resume at Aliso Canyon or we run the risk of blackouts to the entire
Los Angeles metropolitan area.
There should be a more redundant natural gas storage system. The state should
mandate that when any major metropolitan area is reliant on one facility for over 25%
of its power, other facilities are developed. So by the implementation deadline, none of
our major metropolitan areas should be dependent on any one facility for more than
25% of its natural gas storage.

Implementation Deadlines
Visit SaveEnergyLA.org for
qualifying products and rebates.
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 	 I recognize that neither of these recommendations can be implemented immediately.
The foregoing two standards should be implemented by 2025, or another date that the
Department of Conservation determines to be appropriate.
Then California residents would have proof that the State is doing everything in its
power to ensure that a disaster like Aliso Canyon never happens again.
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Newhall Ranch
Approved

T

he Board of Supervisors certified
environmental impact reports for two longdebated Newhall Ranch developments,
paving the way for nearly 5,500 new homes and
apartments and 2 1/2 million square feet of retail
and office space in the western Santa Clarita Valley.
The vote on each project was 4-0, with
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl abstaining.
Mission and Landmark villages -- the first
two phases of the larger master-planned Newhall
Ranch community -- will include a total of 621
single-family homes, 4,878 multi-family units and
roughly 770 acres of open space and parks.
In addition to extensive retail development
and office buildings, each village will have its own
elementary school and fire station. Mission Village
will also have a library.
Environmentalists
concerned
about
greenhouse gas emissions and potential harm to
a native species of fish took their fight against the
developments to the California Supreme Court,
which rejected elements of the initial environmental
impact reports in 2015. That sent developers back
to the drawing board despite earlier court and
county approvals.
FivePoint Holdings, LLC, has since
committed to ``Net Zero Newhall,’’ offering a plan
that the developer says will offset 100 percent of
the projects’ greenhouse gas emissions. Specifics
include electric vehicle charging stations in every
home, subsidies for EV purchases, solar energy
generation and transit subsidies.
``This is a plan that will produce about
130,000 jobs, thousands of well-needed homes and
have zero impact on greenhouse gas emission,’’ said
Emile Haddad, chairman and CEO of FivePoint
Holdings.
The revised EIRs also lay out construction
methods designed to protect the unarmored
threespine stickleback. Bridges have been redesigned
away from the Santa Clara River as the company
backed off its original plan to relocate the fish.
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, who represents
the Fifth District that includes Newhall Ranch,
said she believed the development would ``be a
model not just in the state, but ... in the nation.’’
She pointed to the same developer’s work
in creating the planned community of Valencia
decades ago as evidence of its thoughtful approach.
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Home Sales

espite robust closed escrow sales in June,
California pending home sales slipped for
the sixth consecutive month, suggesting an
impending slowdown in the state’s housing market
as the peak homebuying season winds down, the
California Association of Realtors said.
Based on signed contracts, year-over-year
statewide pending home sales fell for the sixth
straight month in June on a seasonally adjusted
basis, with the Pending Home Sales Index
declining 0.9 percent from 119.0 in June 2016 to
117.9 in June 2017, according to a CAR statement.
California pending home sales also slipped on a
monthly basis, decreasing 0.6 percent from the
May index of 118.7. Pending home sales have
declined every month so far this year, but the pace
of decline has slowed in recent months.
    

Unemployment Holds

T

he seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in Los Angeles County
held steady at 4.4 percent in June, compared to the previous
month, the state Employment Development Department reported.
The 4.4 percent rate was well below the 5.2 percent rate from
June 2016.
In Orange County, where seasonally adjusted numbers were not
available, the unemployment rate was 3.8 percent, up from 3.2 percent
in May.
The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for California was
4.7 percent in June, the same as May but below the 5.5 percent rate in
June 2016. The comparable estimates for the nation were 4.4 percent
in June, 4.3 percent in May and 4.9 percent a year ago.
According to the EDD, total nonfarm employment declined in
Los Angeles County by 1,500 jobs between May and June to reach
more than 4.4 million. The education and health services sectors
posted the largest decline, dropping 14,500 jobs.
About 225,000 people were unemployed in June in Los Angeles
County, which has a workforce of about 5.1 million.
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LOCAL Events
Movie Under the Stars

Councilmember Mitchell Englander is proud to partner with the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Devonshire Division to present a Movie Under the Stars for National Night
Out: America’s Night Out Against Crime. Every first Tuesday in August is a national
celebration to promote police-community partnerships, crime prevention, and neighborhood
camaraderie. We encourage you to bring picnic baskets, blankets, and chairs. Our Movies
Under the Stars events are a great way to have a safe and fun family outing and enjoy the
summer nights at our public parks.
National Night Out kicks off the summer movie series on August 1st with The Lego
Batman Movie at Northridge Park, 18300 Lemarsh Street. Event begins at 6:00 pm and
movie will begin at nightfall (approximately 8:00 PM). Admission is free and popcorn and
children’s activities will also be available at no charge. Join Team Englander for a great
night of family fun. For more information, call (818) 882-1212.

Chatsworth Book Club

The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing “Under the Wide and Starry
Sky” by Nancy Horan at the August 2 meeting. The Book Club meets at 1:00 PM on the first
Wednesday of the month in the Library Community Room. The Library is located at 21052
Devonshire Street. For more information, call (818) 341-4276.

Back to School Supply Drive

Help send PALS kids back to school with needed school supplies. The Devonshire PALS
Youth Center is currently collecting notebooks, paper, glue, crayons, backpacks, pencils, and
pens as they prepare to start a new school year. Donations are accepted now through August
9 at PALS Youth Center, 8721 Wilbur Ave. in Northridge.
As the summer break winds down, remember to support the PALS education program
and the kids in our community. For more information, call (818) 885-6432.

Fall Sports

This fall brings four different sports league opportunities to Northridge Recreation
Center. The leagues are as follows: Flag Football for coed youth ages 7 to 12 years old;
Soccer for coed youth ages 3 to 12 years old; Volleyball for girls ages 8 to 15 years old; and
Softball for girls ages 9 to 17 years old.
Online registration will be available now through August 5. Priority Registration is on
Saturday, August 5. Open Registration starts Monday, August 7 and will continue until
the leagues are full. To obtain a priority registration number, please visit your local park
office. For more information, go to www.laparks.org.

Summer Art Series

Join your Northridge community during the Second Annual Reseda Blvd
Summer Series brought to you by CJ Berina with the support of a Department
of Cultural Affairs Arts Activation Grant. This recurring event will take place on
Saturdays, August 5th, August 19th, and August 26th, 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm at 8906
Reseda Blvd. in Northridge.
The Summer Series is a multi-cultural extravaganza featuring live performances,
artists, and local merchants. Enjoy food trucks, live music, an art walk and
outstanding local talent. Come celebrate the San Fernando Valley on Los Angeles’
First Great Street, Reseda Blvd! The event is free and open to all ages. For more
information, go to the Reseda Blvd Summer Arts Series Facebook page.

Granada Hills Woman’s Club

Join the Granada Hills Woman’s Club during their Hawaiian Bunco Blast Bunco Party and Luncheon on Friday, August 11, 9:30 am at 10666 White Oak
Avenue. Wear Hawaiian clothing and accessories for entry in a special drawing. A
$25 donation is requested. Pre-paid reservations are required. For more information,
call (818) 363-9844 or go to www.granadahillswomansclub.org.

Free Senior & Community Resource Fair

The Valley Interfaith Council is hosting a free senior and community resource
fair on Saturday, August 12th, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at St. Stephen Presbyterian
Church, 20121 Devonshire St. in Chatsworth. There will be raffles, a snack bar,
vendors, health screenings, give-aways, and more with fun for the whole family. For
more information, call (818) 885-5144.

Free Movie Matinee

There will be a free showing of Moonlight in the Chatsworth Library Community
Room on Thursday, August 24, at 1:30 pm. The movie is sponsored by the Friends
of the Chatsworth Library. Light refreshments will be available. This movie is rated
R. The library is located at 21052 Devonshire St. For more information, call (818)
341-4276 or go to laplchatsworthfriends.org.

City To Repair
Potholes

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

Seated Yoga / Exercise

The Chatsworth Library holds a free class every Wednesday at 10:30 AM.
The video classes alternate
between seated yoga and
seated exercise. The Library
Please submit very brief local events, space is
is located at 21052 Devonshire limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
Street. For more information, word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
call (818) 341-4276.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

(Continued from page 5)
streets at that level of decent or better, so that they
don’t too fall into the “failed” streets category.
Because of the allocation of the funds, it will
take a long time before the streets of the many
districts of this city are repaired.
However, that is not to say that efforts for
improvement haven’t been sought out. Again,
whether Measure M was the right or wrong
solution, it has allowed for a greater budget
to address the issues seen with the city of LA’s
transportation and roads.
Though Measure M is still fairly new in being
incorporated, the Metro shared the early stages of
progress to come their most recent press release.
They regarded the San Fernando Valley
in writing, “The draft Environmental Impact
Report/Study will be released for public review
in coordination with the Federal Transit
Administration this summer.”
Because of the allocation of the funds, it will
take a long time before the streets of the many
districts of this city are repaired.

Deadline for Non-Profits

Students Connect, How
About Adults?
(Continued from page 1)

I was also able to have the privilege of attending a two-week
intensive debate program. One of the lectures was based on respect
that we must show in order to maintain a healthy community.
People’s background, geography, family, and personal experiences
can all contribute to their mindset on certain topics. In order to
produce the best debate over a certain topic, we must be mindful
of this and remember to listen. Many people emphasize the
importance of speaking up but forget to mention the equally, if not
more, significant skill of listening. Being able to listen comes with
practice, but it is essential for effective debate to take place.
Different social media platforms, such as Instagram and
Twitter, help provide a non-hostile environment for teens to express
their opinions. However, it is just as important to be mindful of what
we publish on the internet as what we may say in person. Instead of
immediately typing a response to someone’s comment and pressing
post, take the time to be mindful and altruistic. Although being
assertive is essential sometimes, being kind and careful with words
we say is essential at all times.
My summer break is coming to an end, and I am confident to
say that I have grown as a student and person more than I have
during any other period of my life so far. As a fifteen-year old in the
year 2017, I am happy to be living in a time where argument and
conversation is accepted and approved. Thus, we must not abuse
our privileges and be sure to respect and attempt to understand
everybody’s opinion.

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

The Valley Voice is published every
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CityWatch LA

LAUSD: Where
Layoffs are Celebrated
With a 174% Raise — T
for the Bosses
By David Lyell

H

ow do you look parents in the eye and say you’ve taken a 174% pay raise right
after you’ve closed the library at their child’s school?
According to a November 2015 report from the Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD) Independent Financial Review Panel, even if the district were to lay
off teachers, health and human services professionals, and slash pension and health
benefits, the district could still be forced into bankruptcy as early as 2020.
So, naturally, what better time to celebrate than with a raise for district bosses,
right? Queue the balloon drop, right?
Astonishingly, that’s exactly how the district is celebrating after the politically
appointed seven-member LAUSD Board of Education Compensation Review
Committee met July 10, 2017, voting to authorize a proposed 174% raise exclusively
for school board members, catapulting their salary to a whopping $125,000 per year.
This proposal is so out of touch that I propose bringing it back to Earth.
I propose that the LAUSD School Board immediately vote to suspend the rules in
order to address this exorbitant 174% raise proposal — and politely and unanimously
vote to reject it.
I’m serious, and here are a few reasons why.
In 2015, the last time teachers received a salary increase, after having gone
seven years without even a Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) adjustment, we finally
received a long overdue raise, 10%. While this was a step in the right direction, in no
way has it made up for the years of sacrifice teachers and health and human service
professionals in LAUSD continue to make each and every day.

LADWP Benefits

he average benefit for Los Angeles Department of Water and Power retirees in
the fiscal year ending July 1, 2015, was higher than other city and county retirees
and comparable to city public safety retirees, according to an audit released by
City Controller Ron Galperin.
The average monthly retiree benefit for recipients of the Los Angeles City
Water and Power Employees’ Retirement Plan was $5,212, according to the audit.
In comparison, civilian city retirees covered by the Los Angeles City Employees’
Retirement System had an average monthly benefit of $4,023; county retirees covered
by the Los Angeles County Employees Retirement Association averaged $3,881; and
public-safety retirees in the Los Angeles Fire and Police Pensions averaged $5,309,
according to Galperin.
The audit also found that WPERP had assets totaling more than $10 billion
in market value as of June 30, 2015, and plans to reduce its holdings in domestic
equities from 39.2 percent of total assets to 33 percent, while increasing fixed income
from 19.6 percent to 24 percent.
The audit also recommended evaluating the cost savings that may be achieved
through consolidation of the WPERP with the city’s other pension plans, although it
did not render an opinion on the advisability of such a consolidation and recommended
that the city research whether an amendment to California’s Constitution would be
required as part of such a consolidation.
The release of the audit, which is required every five years, comes one day after
Transparent California reported that the LADWP paid $435 million in pension
benefits last year, with an electrical engineer who received $363,000 topping the list.
It is the first time such information has been made public, according to the group.

				*		*		*
District brass likes to celebrate how responsible they are with our tax dollars,
but, in fact, according to a May 17, 2016 Superintendent’s Report, in the five-year
preceding period, the number of teachers dropped 9% while, at the same time,
administrative staff increased 22%.
Even a mere few weeks before this 174% salary increase proposal, on June 20,
2017, the outgoing school board approved a $7.5 billion dollarbudget with layoffs of
114 district employees, including 30 library positions.
How do you look parents in the eye and say you’ve taken a 174% pay raise right
after you’ve closed the library at their child’s school?
This is the same school board that became a nation-wide laughing stock for its
gold-plated $1.3 Billion-with-a-B iPad spending scandal.
As administrative bloat continues to swell, the two new and five returning school
board members that began their new term July 1, 2017 can demonstrate, through
rejection of this 174% raise proposal, that it’s not all about the money.
Or is it? On May 16, 2017, charter school supporters won two seats on the
LAUSD School Board in the most expensive school board race in U.S. History —
unions were outspent by outside forces roughly two-to-one ($5.2 million versus
$9.7 million).
It’s not surprising that the LA Times Editorial Board supports the proposed
174% salary increase — after all, they endorsed the two newly elected pro-charter
school board members. Curiously, in their defense of this compensation package,
the newspaper literally makes no mention of the district’s own dire budgetary
assessments, administrative bloat, or sacrifices teachers and health and human
services professionals continue to make day in and day out for our students.
So, as district brass continues talk of more cuts, as administrative bloat continues
to swell, where is the district sacrifice? Certainly not with a 174% raise exclusively for
district bosses.
The board needs to reject this proposal outright. Doing so will demonstrate that
the newly sworn in school board is serious about serving students.
(David Lyell lives in Los Angeles and is a graduate of AFI’s Screenwriting program
and has filmed over 35 movie, tv shows, and commercials. He has studied acting and
improv with The Groundlings, Debra Magit, Guy Camilleri, and Richard Henry. He
served as the elected Secretary for United Teachers Los Angeles from 2011-14.)
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while developing strong core values
that last a lifetime.

Our renowned Campus
Ministry department
teaches values, faith
and development of the
whole student

Call today to schedule a tour.

Bishop Alemany
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence

www.alemany.org

99% of our students
continue on to top
colleges and universities
in the U.S. and around the
world

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345 • (818) 837-5222 • admissions@alemany.org
August, 2017
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#1 IN
CALIFORNIA,
#1 IN AMERICA,
46 LOCATIONS
TO SERVE
YOU!

right now! save up to 68%

5 years
%
+15 off

or

‡‡

Hurry In!
Sale Ends Monday,
September 4th
at 9pm!

4 years
%
+20 off

‡‡

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 8/15/2017 to 9/4/2017.
Equal monthly payments required for 60 months. Ashley HomeStore does not require
a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase.
*See below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 8/15/2017 to
9/4/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 48 months. Ashley HomeStore
does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due
at time of purchase. *See below for details.

• no interest* • no money down • no minimum purchase

or

3 years
%
+25 off

or

‡‡

‡‡

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 8/15/2017 to 9/4/2017.
Equal monthly payments required for 36 months. Ashley HomeStore does not require
a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase.
*See below for details.

• no interest* • no money down
• no minimum purchase

2 years
%
+30 off

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 8/15/2017 to
9/4/2017. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the
promotional purchase is not paid in full within 24 months. Minimum monthly
payments required. ††See below for details.

• no interest if paid in full in 24 months††
• no money down • no minimum purchase

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA,
46 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740

NOW
HIRING!
Sales
Associates

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605
in Long Beach
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA 92562
951-894-7988

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

OXNARD
Located in the Market
Place at Oxnard
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
714-558-5300
SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across From Sam’s Club
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo
purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum
payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their
applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to
the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo
period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.
††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged
on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum
monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection
plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.
Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/
or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND®
upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery
features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: August 15, 2017. Expires: September 4, 2017.
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