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The City of LA Descends
By Bob Gelfand

CITY WATCH - The City of Los Angeles is moving towards a system in which civic 
employees can be accused of thought crimes and disciplined for a joke or tone of voice 
or perhaps just a raised eyebrow.

 At least that’s my reading of the draft Workplace Equity Policy which has now been 
circulated. The draft speaks directly of microaggressions. Even the sociologists who study 
such phenomenon have been careful to put the adjective “micro” in front of the term. But 
the City of Los Angeles will hold its employees to a standard which is well meant but will be 
extremely hard to uphold in real world practice. 
 Not so for the city’s Neighborhood Council system, in which full-on fascism is the future, 
at least if the city’s appointed officials get their way. 
 An aside: When it comes to the city’s paid employees, we can be reasonably certain that 
in practice, the new policy will be accompanied by checks and balances. For one thing, city 
employees are generally represented by unions and work under negotiated labor agreements. 
 But neighborhood council participants and the boards they sit on function in a different 
sort of environment. The boards are, ostensibly, independent political bodies whose job is to 
criticize the performance of elected officials and city departments. Under the city’s Charter, 
they should be protected from retaliation by city departments and elected officials. 
 But now, the city government has gone completely over the top. On Monday, July 19, 
2021, a draft proposal was presented to the city’s Board of Neighborhood Commissioners, 
which oversees the neighborhood council system. The proposal was presented by Raquel 
Beltrán, the General Manager of the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment. DONE, 
as it is colloquially known, has day-to-day administrative functions such as reminding us to 
take our state-required ethics training. They’ve done that job reasonably well. 
   But now DONE’s 

General Manager 
is asking the city for 
absolute power over 
neighborhood council 
board members. If the 
proposed new policy 
is passed, then on her 
say-so, you can be 
removed from your 
board for the next 
three months without 
any requirement that 
anything be proved 
against you. On mere 
say-so, the GM can 
suspend you, and there 

is no recourse on your part. 
 In a letter presented to the BONC, Beltrán presented the case for assuming such 
unprecedented power. Here is the paragraph in that letter which caused something of a 
firestorm among the ranks of neighborhood council participants: 
 “6. If a Board  Member or Committee Member is alleged to have violated either the 
City’s Workplace Equity Policy or the Commission’s Code of Conduct, the Department, with 
written approval from the General Manager, may immediately suspend the Board Member 
or Committee Member for a period of up to 90 days. Said Board Member or Committee 
Member shall not be eligible to act on any matter that comes before their Neighborhood 
Council Board or Committee and shall not be counted for the purpose of establishing a 
quorum of the Neighborhood Council Board or Committee.”
 Let me translate that paragraph into plain English for you: If the General Manager 
of this one city department takes a dislike to you, you are gone. There don’t have to be 
established facts, or a chance to tell your side, or any other due process. If Raquel Beltrán 
wants you gone, you’re gone. All of that is implicit in that one word, “alleged.” There doesn’t 
have to be due process, or even a chance for you to defend yourself. It’s just something that 
has been alleged. 
 One distinct problem with this proposal -- aside from its essential fascism -- is that 
Raquel Beltrán has not shown us the Solomon-like wisdom that would be required in order 
to grant her such power and authority. In our experience, there are distinct questions about 
her fairness and her fitness to serve. Now, based on the contents of the letter, we can say 
confidently that she is not fit to serve and should be removed as General Manager of the 
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment. 
 I will concede from the outset that the paragraph in question talks merely about a 
three-month suspension from one’s lawfully elected position, but the combined documents 
make clear that this is a move to give the authorities the power to remove board members 
permanently when, in their judgment, they think the system would be better off without 
them. The Coup de grâce would be administered by the BONC. 
 I suggest that neighborhood council participants take the time to read through the 
Beltrán letter in its entirety to see the overall scope and the danger to your own interests. 
 In closing, may I point out that there are a substantial number of questions that should 
be taken up both publicly and in the pages of CityWatch. Some of them include the misuse 
and abuse of the technique called “exhaustive efforts,” the inability of the BONC to develop 
an equitable neighborhood council funding policy, the general incompetence and ignorance 
of DONE staff, and the punitive acts by DONE against some neighborhood council 
participants. We’ve got a lot to talk about in the coming months. 
 For now, let’s summarize. It is time for Mayor Garcetti to remove Raquel Beltrán as 
General Manager of DONE and to remove Eli Lipmen from the Board of Neighborhood 
Commissioners. It is also long since time that we had a City Attorney who treats the 
neighborhood councils as coequal partners in city government rather than as the opponent. 
Could this be the tipping point? Will we finally get constructive change? 
 
 (Bob Gelfand writes on science, culture, and politics for CityWatch. He can be reached at 
amrep535@sbcglobal.net.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

Newsom Recall Election 
Is a Referendum on 

Sacramento
By Jack Humphreville

CITY WATCH  -  A recent poll indicates that the September 14 special election to recall 
Governor Gavin Newsom is essentially a tossup, with 50% of likely voters opposed to the 
recall while 47% are supportive. 

 This is a significant swing from June when only 36% supported the recall, leading 
many to believe that California’s “rebellious voters” may be dissatisfied with Newsom, the 
Legislature, California politics, and the direction of the state. 
 Many believe that Newsom should not be recalled despite his mediocre record. George 
Skelton, a respected columnist of the Los Angeles Times, gives Newsom a C grade as governor.  
And while Newsom can be faulted for a variety of reasons, including his $1,000 a person 
dinner at The French Laundry, Skelton supports Newsom.  After all, he is not a crook like 
Jose Huizar.     
 Many voters are viewing the recall as a referendum on Sacramento where they will be 
able to express their dissatisfaction on the efficiency of the State government and to question 
whether the State is headed in the right direction. 
 Without getting into the details, trouble spots include the incompetency of Department of 
Motor Vehicles.  
 There are the massive cost overruns associated with California’s High Speed Rail that 
expected to cost $100 billion, not the $33 billion our politicians promised in 2006 when 
promoting the $9 billion bond measure.   
 The Economic Development Department is responsible for $31 billion in fraudulent 
unemployment claims.  Its Unemployment Insurance Fund has a deficit of over $25 billion.   
 We also have one of the highest unemployment rates in the country. 
 The State’s pension plans are underfunded by hundreds of billions of dollars, a liability 
that will be dumped on the next three or four generations of Californians.   
 We have the highest gas prices and utility rates in the continental United States. 
 The State is experiencing a severe drought, exacerbated by the State’s failure to build 
additional reservoirs.  
 At the same time, the State is being ravaged by wildfires, highlighting Newsom’s false 
claim that 90,000 acres were treated with fire breaks as opposed to the actual 11,000 acres. 
 Crime is rampant in the State as witnessed by the looting of stores in San Francisco and 
the increased shootings and homicides in Los Angeles.  
 The State has failed to adequately address the homeless crisis other than by throwing 
money at the problem.  While there is lots of hot air, there is no real plan or competent 
management.  And $530,000 a unit is unacceptable. 
 The same is true for affordable housing, although there are those in the Legislature (Scott 
Wiener and Tori Atkins) that are doing their best to destroy residential neighborhoods by 
eliminating local control of planning and zoning.  
 As for the virus and its resurgence, Newsom is in a no win situation, but his inconsistent 
approach and the resulting confusion results in a barely passing grade. 
 While the bookmakers overwhelmingly favor Newsom defeating the recall, will enough 
of California’s rebellious voters express their dissatisfaction with Sacramento by voting to 
recall Newsom?
 
 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)
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1-800-Don’t-Shop-CVS
By Bob Gelfand

CITY WATCH  -  I called CVS. I wanted to complain about how frustrating it is to contact the 
CVS pharmacy, but when I asked for the telephone number of the corporate headquarters, I 
was given the number “One eight hundred shop CVS.” My experience in calling that number 

inspires these comments. 
 I might start with a conclusion: Corporate America has adopted an inadequate new technology 
to save itself from paying salaries, but at the cost of the customer’s time and frustration. 
 The story goes further. Corporate America is also using the system to insulate itself from 
customer feedback such as I was hoping to provide. 
 You’ve been there -- here is just one example of the telephone torture: 
  (Calling 1-800-Shop-CVS):
 Voice:   “Thank you for calling CVS.”
 Voice:   “If this is a medical emergency, hang up and call 911.”
 Voice:    . . . something about if you want information on Covid vaccinations, push 1
 Voice:    . . . something about all others push 2
 Voice:    . . . options on languages
 Voice:   “We are experiencing significant increases in calls . . . and apologize for . . .
 Voice:   “In a few words” . . . invites me to state my need 
      (I respond) 
 Voice:   “alright, an agent”
 Voice:    . . . offers options, none of which is appropriate to my wants and needs, although 
“pharmacy experience” might come closest
 Voice:    the wait time is estimated at 6 to 9 minutes
 Voice:    . . . (something about flu shots I think)
 Horrible music, screechy and thumping, but badly distorted 
 And then we wait and wait, with another voice cutting in every now and then to say something 
about the next available agent. 
 Let’s think about that line, “If this is a medical emergency, hang up and call 911.” There is 
something profoundly irritating about hearing this message every time I call the drugstore or a 
doctor’s office. Think of the millions and millions of people (yourselves included) who would simply 
like to ask whether the prescription is ready or would like to make an appointment but have to wait 
through that message.  
 Get rid of that stupid message about calling 911 from all those robotic answering systems. 
 My next rant is about the list of options. You are supposed to choose between the options that the 
company would like to deal with. Notice that these lists never include one that goes, “If you would like 
to complain about this robotic telephone answering system, push 9.” 
 Interestingly enough, when I have had the chance to talk to CVS pharmacy staff about the phone 
system, they generally just shake their heads and agree about how bad it is. I wonder whether the 
corporate higher-ups are aware of this. 
 Put it this way -- people generally call the pharmacy to posit a direct question to a live human. 
“Is my insulin ready?” The system makes it as hard as possible for you to do so. 
 One colleague made a point -- that, considered carefully -- seems obvious. They really don’t want 
to talk to you or to hear from you. More than that, they don’t want their executives to waste time 
(that’s how they think of it) in getting close to their customers. They’ve got MBAs and accountants 
and strategic planners working on increasing the corporate profits so why listen to the gadflies and 
grumpy customers? So they create an automated phone system to deal with all of us cranks. 
 The modern world has turned us all into clerks and secretaries. People of a certain age may 
remember when the phone company had operators and you could get to one by dialing zero. But as 
one radio program mentioned the other night, a new generation doesn’t even know what we mean 
when we talk about “dialing” a phone. (There was this rotating thing that you moved with your 
finger. It was round like a watch dial so we called it the dial . . . but I digress.) You could also ask for 
a phone number by dialing for «information» which eventually morphed into dialing 411. 
 No more. 
 The problem for the phone company was that it had to pay people to be operators and information 
responders. In the old days, there were tens of thousands of them, and the company had to pay them 
salaries. When it became possible to automate such activities, the company was on it like a shot. 
 I used to use a different pharmacy but the insurance likes CVS better. Previously, I would call 
Vons and hear a bare minimum of options. On that system, you could just push 4 and get connected to 
a human. And the response was to the point and generally pretty efficient. That’s because the human 
brain can switch instantly between somebody asking about the prescription order and somebody else 
asking how late they will be open, or whether there are side effects to this stomach medication. 
 The problem is that machines don’t have this level of understanding. They aren’t quite at the 
level where they can take random inquiries and figure out where to send them. There are some 
rudimentary starts at this sort of thing -- a credit card company suggests that you can make a 
comment like “pay my bill” and it will respond appropriately, but those of you who have used them 
know how limited the systems actually are. 
 The science of voice recognition software is actually surprisingly good considering the 
complexities of human speech, but what computers can do vs. what the customer actually needs are 
two different things. 
 One last thought. Corporations get all sorts of advice and statistics. They do marketing studies. 
And yet some of the biggest, most successful corporations are no more, or suffering badly. Anybody 
remember Sears? I used to buy tires and batteries there. Anybody remember JC Penney? How many 
stores do they have left? 
 By the way, when I finally got connected to an agent in my endless phone call, I asked for the 
telephone number for the press relations office. I was informed by the agent that she did not have any 
such number. I would have liked to be able to talk to the CVS press relations office for this column, 
but they make it as hard as they can to find it. Does it exist? Who would know?
 
 (Bob Gelfand writes on science, culture, and politics.)

The Media Produces 
Derangement:

Proof From New York 
Times Readers

By Dennis Prager

This past month, New York Times columnist Maureen Dowd added another 
column to the myriad irrational and hysterical pieces about the “existential 
threat” climate change allegedly poses to human life.

 As I do after almost every piece I read on the internet, I read comments submitted 
by readers.
 One provided me with an epiphany.
 It was a comment submitted by New York Times reader “Sophia” of Bangor, 
Maine:
 “I have one child, a daughter, who told me age 8 that she would never have a 
child because of global warming. She’s now 34 and has never changed her mind. So I 
will not experience a grandchild. For her wisdom, I am grateful. I would be heartsick 
if I did have a grandchild who would have to experience the onslaught of changing 
climate.”
 It is hard to imagine greater proof than that comment of the power of mass media 
and of the left. That a normal woman would celebrate her daughter’s choice not to be 
a mother and not to make her a grandmother can only be described as deranged. No 
normal-thinking human being would think that way. Jews had children during the 
Holocaust and made sure to have children if they survived the Holocaust.
 Does this deranged woman know how few people are dying due to weather-
related incidents in the era of global warming?
 Danish statistician and economist Bjorn Lomborg noted:
 “Over the past hundred years, annual climate-related deaths have declined by 
more than 96%. In the 1920s, the death count from climate-related disasters was 
485,000 on average every year. In the last full decade, 2010-2019, the average was 
18,362 dead per year, or 96.2% lower.
 “In the first year of the new decade, 2020, the number of dead was even lower at 
14,893 — 97% lower than the 1920s average ...
 “The preliminary estimate of 2021 climate-related deaths (is) 5,569 or 98.9% 
lower than the 1920s ...
 “The newest Lancet study of heat and cold deaths show(s) that cold ‘vastly’ 
outweigh heat, and that climate actually has dramatically lowered (the number of) 
total death(s) ... “
 Of course, none of that matters to Sophia — because she relies on The New York 
Times (and probably NPR and CNN) for her understanding of the world.

    *  *  *

 For more proof of how deranged many New York Times readers — and 
Washington Post readers, CNN viewers and NPR listeners — are because they rely on 
these sources for what they believe about the world, here are some replies to Sophia’s 
comment from other New York Times readers:
 B. Rothman, New York City: “I completely agree. I have 6 grandchildren and 
weep inside for the calamitous life that is ahead for them.”
 Ida Martinac, Berkeley, California: “I weep with you, Sophia. Whenever I look 
my 11 year old daughter in the eyes I feel so many emotions: guilt for bringing her into 
this dying world.”
 Liberal, Texas: “I feel your pain. I have 2 sons. Neither one will have children 
and their partners agree. I’ll never have grandchildren. But I also realize that their 
decisions have in some way been molded by me. I am proud of their decision.”
 Liz, Portland: “Frankly, as someone who has been concerned about climate 
change, and observing what is happening over the last ten years with real dread, I do 
not understand why anyone in the last ten years would voluntarily have a child.”
 CC, Sonoma: “My only daughter shares your daughter’s feelings. I will have 
no grandchildren. As I watch my peers enjoying their final years surrounded by 
grandchildren, I can’t help feeling a little jealous. At the same time ... our daughters 
are stepping up to the challenge. I’m proud of them.”
 Marisa Leaf, Brooklyn, New York: “I, too, am coming to terms and accepting that 
my 36 year old son will not have a child as well — for stated reasons. It is painful for 
me when I watch other young men and women his age going about town with their 
children. But I understand, and concur, on an intellectual level, that of course they’re 
right. Bringing more children into the world these days is an existential worry. And 
irresponsible. So, as I grieve for our planet, I also grieve for the grandchildren that I 
will never have.”
 What do all these deranged reactions have in common? How could so many 
people living in the healthiest, wealthiest society in human history welcome not having 
grandchildren?
 The answer is they have been brainwashed by the media (and college). They have 
read and heard nothing — absolutely nothing — by scientists and scholars (such as 
Steve Koonin of NYU, Richard Lindzen of MIT or William Happer of Princeton, to 
name just three) who have studied climate change and found the hysteria morally as 
well as scientifically indefensible. It is not possible to live a life insulated from left-wing 
ideas. But it is extraordinarily easy to lead a life insulated from all non-left-wing ideas.
 So, then, the epiphany I had was this: A majority of people will believe anything 
the mass media tell them. This is especially true of those who received a college 
education. Colleges teach students not to question, not think for themselves and not to 
think rationally.
 That is why many people believe the world is coming to an end; it is good not 
to have children or grandchildren; men give birth; Russia colluded with the Trump 
campaign; Israel is an apartheid state; all-black dormitories on college campuses are 
progressive; there should be fewer police; it is fair to women to allow biological men to 
compete in women’s sports; and myriad other absurdities.
 There is no other explanation for these deluded readers of The New York Times.
 However, I do agree with them on one point. I, too, support their children’s 
decisions not to have children. The world doesn’t need more fools.

 (Jewish World Review contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show 
based in Los Angeles, and also writes for Creators Syndicate.)
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A Broken Tea Cup
Have you ever broken something you love? Maybe one of the tea 

cups from your grandmother’s set of fine china. It’s unlikely you 
went on to break everything in the cabinet. Yet, when we’re 

watching what we eat, that’s what we so often do. “I already blew it, 
I’ll just start on Monday.” Sound familiar?
 What if, when you eat something unplanned, you don’t make it 
into a big deal? Instead, you just move on and do what you’d originally 
intended?
 For me, this one change put an end to decades of yo-yo dieting. 
Once I gave up all-or-nothing thinking, the process became less 
restrictive and more sustainable. Rather than being on a diet, it’s more 
about a general pattern of eating. It’s about making choices that serve 
the long term goal more often than not. And focusing on what to do 
next, rather than worrying about what happened in the past.
 So next time you find yourself thinking about throwing in the 
towel, consider the broken tea cup and opt to keep enjoying the rest 
of the set. You’ll be so glad you did!

 Tobi Coughlin is a Certified Life and Weight Loss Coach. 

You can find her at BestLifeCoachTobi.com

Parents as Role Models of 
Lifelong Learning

By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,
Temple Ahavat Shalom

One of my favorite clergy times is seeing parents drop off their children for school at 
the synagogue, especially on Sunday mornings.  They are so happy to go and get in a 
workout, have brunch, and run to Target.  I feel the same way when I drop my kids off at 

school.  It is a moment of liberation and the comfort in knowing that my kids are being taken 
care of with friends and engaged in learning.  This is why schools work!
 But once a year, each class in our school has a family education day.  These are active 
learning days.  Families learn about the nighttime prayers and create a pillowcase as a 
reminder to say the prayer when they go to sleep.  There is a mitzvah program where families 
create their own “Tzedakah” superhero.  They imagine a superhero with abilities to give to 
the poor and make the world a better place.  And the list goes on.  Every grade has a day of 
learning with their parents.  The question is – why?
 We have family education programs because we know the greatest secret of learning 
is that the ultimate teacher of children is the parent.  Parents teach their children so much 
– how to speak, walk, see the world, make friends, and learn.  As David Popenoe of Rutgers 
University writes about moral development in children, “The parent must be physically 
present and emotionally, intellectually, and morally engaged.[i]”  This statement encapsulates 
the reason that family education is so important and why it is significant to take one day away 
from your Sunday workout or your weekly Tuesday Target run.  You, the parent, not only 
teach your child by enrolling them in school and telling them that learning is important.  You 
actually have to be there, learning with your child in close proximity.
 Now many of you may be saying to yourself, “After this past year, everything has been 
family education!”  You are correct.  We are all so grateful for the time and commitment 
that our families have given to make education happen during the pandemic.  So it is even 
more important to keep that going.  Family education engagement is a different sort of model.  
Rather than you, the parent, as the teacher, you are a fellow learner in the journey.
 Taking the time to learn with your child is one of the best ways to model lifelong learning 
for your children.  As an active participant in a family education program, you show your 
children that you have artistic skills, value and encourage your own child’s creativity, and 
show that you are willing to take the time to learn something new. 
 I love holding family education programs.  There is always a moment when a child looks 
at their parents with eyes that say, “I didn’t know that you knew that,” or “Wow, you are 
creative,” or simply, “I feel special because my parents are here with me.”  The best thing is 
that lifelong learning can begin now.

 [i] “What We See: The Family Conditions for Modeling Values for Children”, David 
Popenoe, PhD, http://parenthood.library.wisc.edu/Popenoe/Popenoe-Modeling.html

Home Prices Surge  
The median price of a single-family home in Los Angeles County increased 9.7%, 

and sales of existing homes followed the same pattern, the California Association 
of Realtors said.

 The median home price countywide in June was $796,120, compared to $725,680 in 
May, according to CAR.
 On a year-over-year level, the price was 28.5% higher; in June 2020, the median 
price of an existing single-family property was $619,320, data showed.
 Statewide, the median price was $819,630, compared to $818,260 in May -- up 
0.2%. In June 2020, the median price was $626,170, reflecting a year-over-year rise of 
31%.
 The median represents the point at which half of homes sell above a price, and the 
other half below it.
 ``Tight supply, low rates and the change in the mix of sales continue to be the 
primary factors pushing up home prices to record levels,’’ CAR Chief Economist 
Jordan Levine said. ``However, we are expecting price growth to slow from this point 
on as the top end of the market begins moderating.’’
 He anticipated ``lackluster’’ sales activity for the second half of the year.
 In July, home sales countywide rose 13.7%, and they were up 42% year-over-year, 
according to CAR.
 The association’s Unsold Inventory Index for June indicated that the median time 
a property was on the market before it sold in California was eight days, and it was the 
same in Los Angeles County.
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Do you ever get the feeling that we’re getting angrier as a society? Just read or 
watch the news on any given day, and you’ll see stories of road rage, violence 
within families, and senseless bloodshed. The anger caused by politics seems 

to be on another level in recent years, and the ease and anonymity of the online 
comments sections (including social media) have emboldened so many to voice their 
anger in astonishing ways. On a personal level, do you struggle with anger? Are 
there moments when you lose your temper with your family, or while driving, 
or when dealing with uncooperative inanimate objects? It’s like the guy 
who finally received in the mail a thesaurus he had ordered online. When he 
opened its pages, they were all blank. He had no words to describe how angry 
he was! All jokes aside, many of us struggle with some form of anger, and it’s 
a serious issue. If you are a Christian, it can ruin your witness and give the 
devil a foothold in your life.

In the Bible, we see anger rear its ugly head for the first time in Genesis 
chapter four in the story of two brothers: Cain and Abel. “Then the Lord said 
to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what 
is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.’” But 
Cain did not get control over his anger and jealousy, and as a result, he murdered his 
own brother. Perhaps this one reason why Jesus placed anger on the same level as 
murder in Matthew 5:21-22—because if left unchecked, anger can lead to tragedy. 
Proverbs 29:22 says, “An angry person stirs up conflict, and a hot-tempered person 
commits many sins.”

When we’re angry, some of us blow up while others of us clam up. Whichever 
way you normally respond to upsetting situations, there is no question that anger 
hardens the heart. Ephesians 5:26-27 instructs us in this manner: “‘In your anger do 
not sin’: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil 
a foothold.” Colossians 3:8 says, “But now you must also rid yourselves of all such 
things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.” 
Here are four steps to conquering anger:

1. God’s fruit. When you give your life to Jesus and follow Him, you receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:19-26 tells us that the fruit of God’s Spirit work-
ing in our lives is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithful-
ness, and self-control. These virtues are in complete opposition to anger. Consistently 
feed your spirit through Bible reading, prayer/quiet time with God, worship music, 
and serving others. In doing so, your spirit will win out in battles against the flesh, 
including defeating outbursts of anger.  

2. Glorify God. Before you speak or act, you should always ask yourself one 
question, “Will this glorify God?” If each of us did this important self-check, it prob-
ably would cut our words, actions, and social media posts in half. First Peter 2:12 
says that we are to live such good lives that when Jesus comes back, those who didn’t 
believe can’t help but to give glory to God. 

3. Get the plank out of your own eye. We often critique everyone else, yet fail 
to see our own flaws and faults. This skewed view of other people lacks grace and 
compassion, and it leads to anger. In Matthew 7:5, Jesus said we need to get the 

Freedom from Freedom from 
AngerAnger

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
-  Shepherd of the Hills

plank—basically the 2’x4’—out of our own eye before we try to take the speck out of 
someone else’s eye. This takes humility and self-reflection; it also involves staying in the 
Word of God so that it, like a mirror, can show you the things that needs to change within 
your life—by God’s grace.

4. Give forgiveness freely. Lastly, we are called to forgive others just as God, in Christ, 
has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32). Forgiveness doesn’t always mean reconciliation, but it 

brings grace and peace to the heart, which extinguishes anger like a bucket of 
water dumped on a campfire. God only knows how much better we’d all be if 
we could extend more forgiveness and harbor a whole lot less anger, and hope 
these tips will encourage and equip you to do just that.

    
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of the upcoming book, One Thing 

(available for pre-order on Amazon), and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, 
which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch ser-
vices online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

INCREDIBLE CAREINCREDIBLE CARE INCREDIBLY  CLOSEINCREDIBLY  CLOSE

Providence and Cedars-Sinai are partnering to better serve the people of the San Fernando Valley. 
Our newly expanded, state-of-the-art hospital, which will be completed in early 2023, will bring 

the highest-quality healthcare available, right to your own backyard.
Learn more at incrediblecaretarzana.org

THE SUMMER HEAT
 

The summer heat can get me down.
Combatting the summer heat is really a feat.

 
Moving around in this heat can be exhausting.

I  have to take of me.
 

I drink as much water as I can.
I eat food that is nourishing for me.

 
When at home, I turn on the air conditioner.

I wash dirty dishes and I feel fine when they are clean.
 

I enjoy relaxing music or viewing a funny movie.
I write poetry that innervates me with positivity.

 
What this amounts to is that I am keeping upbeat.

I am winning against the summer heat.
 

© Norman Molesko, 2021
Ambassador For Seniors



Stop Surrendering Education
To the Radical Left

By Ben Shapiro

This past Independence Day, a poll from Issues & Insights revealed that only 36% of 
adults aged 18-24 said they were “proud to be American,” compared with 86% of 
those over the age of 65. This shouldn’t be surprising. America’s children have been 

raised in a system dedicated to the proposition that America itself is evil, a repository of 
discrimination and bigotry, a country founded in sin and steeped in cruelty.
 Recently, for example, the National Education Association, the single largest 
teachers union in the country, passed a resolution pledging to “Share and publicize 
... information already available on critical race theory (CRT)”; “Provide an already-
created, in-depth, study that critiques empire, white supremacy, anti-Blackness, 
anti-Indigeneity, racism, patriarchy, cisheteropatriarchy, capitalism, ableism, 
anthropocentrism, and other forms of power and oppression at the intersections of our 
society”; and “Join with Black Lives Matter at School and the Zinn Education Project 
to call for a rally this year on October 14 — George Floyd’s birthday — as a national 
day of action to teach lessons about structural racism and oppression.” Meanwhile, 
the American Federation of Teachers is hosting radical grifter Ibram X. Kendi, who 
preaches on behalf of overt racial discrimination.
 Now Americans are banding together to fight back against the indoctrination of its 
children. States have begun to ban the indoctrination of CRT in schools, for example. 
But some thinkers are fighting back, suggesting that such content standards undermine 
the notion of a liberal education. In the pages of The New York Times, for example, a 
bipartisan group of thinkers excoriate such legislation as “un-American.” They argue, 
essentially, that the educational mission of “helping turn students into well-informed 
and discerning citizens” is undermined by such restrictions.
 But this completely misreads both the purpose of American education and the state 
of American education. First, the purpose of public education is to create “well-informed 
and discerning citizens.” But “citizens” is a specific word with a specific definition. 
According to Aristotle, a “good citizen” is a person who upholds the Constitution of 
his particular polis. If we teach our students to be bad citizens in the Aristotelian sense 
— citizens who disparage the polis with lies, who engage in tribal politicking rather 
than civic friendship, who insist that truth be subsumed in favor of intersectional 
sensitivities — we will wind up as a country with no future.
 Second, American public education has all-too-often become a tool of those who 
wish to produce anti-citizens: those who wish to tear down the systems in the name 
of some higher or lower purpose. No society can survive this in the long term. K-12 
public education was not designed to be a free-for-all; standards and practices must 
be established. The only question is whose standards and whose practices. For the past 
several decades, the answer seems to be the radical left’s standards, undermining key 
American principles like individual rights and equality before the law in favor of a 
utopian redistribution of outcome based on group identity. It is one thing to discuss the 
ideological perversion of CRT in order to combat it; it is another thing to indoctrinate 
in its central tenets. Our education system is currently far more likely to do the latter 
than the former.
 That must stop. Good citizens have an obligation to stop it. Whether that happens 

through the mechanisms 
of civil rights lawsuits or 
through the mechanisms of 
local school board elections 
or through the mechanism 
of state legislation — all 
appropriate tools when 
it comes to defining how 
our children ought to be 
educated at public expense 
— radical indoctrination 
of our children must stop. 
To do anything less would 
be un-American.

 (Ben Shapiro, 37, 
is a graduate of UCLA 
and Harvard Law School, 
host of “The Ben Shapiro 
Show,” and writes for 
Creators Syndicate.)
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LA and the Missing Mayor
By Mac Shorty

CITY WATCH LA - This month marks seven years of Eric Garcetti’s reign as mayor. Those seven years have left many 
Angelinos hard-pressed to name even a single aspect of our civic life that has improved.
 Most recently, Mr. Garcetti has blundered his way through the COVID-19 response. He has pared back on testing sites 

and slots, ignored the plight of low-income communities, and threatened already hurting job creators.  
 The resulting devastation has hit minority communities the hardest. These human beings are not statistics to me. I have 
seen single mothers cast from their jobs like disposable goods. I have had children come to me asking if their futures will ever 
recover.
 I assure them they will. But Mayor Garcetti threatens my ability to keep that promise to those in our community who are 
concerned about their future.
 His mismanagement of the pandemic has only magnifi ed his other failures. Under his watch, homelessness in Los Angeles 
has increased by 75%. Tonight, over 16,000 Angelinos will go to sleep in their cars, and more than 42,000 will have no shelter 
at all. On the streets, they will face hell on earth. 
 A UN report compared Skid Row’s conditions to a Syrian refugee camp. It is a scene of rodents crawling in gutters and 
raw sewage fl owing into storm drains. Public health experts have pointed to the sanitation impact itself as grounds for a public 
health emergency. It’s no wonder that the death toll for the homeless has spiked 76% in the last fi ve years. One homelessness 
expert says a leading cause of death is hyperthermia from exposure to the elements.
 Meanwhile, Mr. Garcetti goes to sleep in his plush taxpayer funded mansion and rents out his personal home for $5,000 
a month. He travels the country seeking to prop up a future career in higher offi ce. In one 12-month stretch, he spent 112 
days—more than 30 percent of his time—away from LA. 
 With him so removed from the crisis, is anyone surprised that his remedies have failed?
 So-called “Project Roomkey,” which was supposed to allow homeless individuals to stay in vacant hotel and motel rooms, 
was dead on arrival. So was his promise to build housing for the homeless through Measure HHH. Four years after voters 
approved $1.2 billion to build 10,000 units, less than 50 units have been completed. Meanwhile, astronomical development 
costs have cut the number of units promised from 10,000 to 6,000.
 Where he has failed in the temporary fi x of housing, he has also failed in the long-term cure of job creation. Mr. Garcetti 
has all but dropped his promise to eliminate the city’s business tax, even though job creators say it is the chief reason they 
won’t come to LA.
 Adding to our fi scal problems, Mr. Garcetti has made no attempt to control the rising costs of pension benefi ts. The result 
has been cuts in services and decaying infrastructure, including horrifi c traffi c and a deteriorating subway system. Spending on 
pension and retirement benefi ts for city workers now consumes 20 percent of the general fund—four times what it did in 2002. 
 While these problems fester, an ongoing, FBI-led corruption probe will likely distract our missing mayor. The LA 
Times reported that the ongoing FBI investigation into City Councilman Jose Huizar has expanded to include “current and 
former members of Garcetti’s administration.”
 Through cronyism, neglect, and absenteeism, Mayor Garcetti has made the disparities of Los Angeles worse than ever. 
People are now pouring into the streets—sometimes to protest, sometimes to live in tents, sometimes to die.
 That is why some Angelenos are advocating for his recall, because they believe it is the only way to secure the new 
beginning we so desperately need.
 There is a virus ravaging Los Angeles, and it won’t be cured by Eric Garcetti. Together, let’s set Los Angeles on a new, 
united path.

(Mac Shorty is a former Methodist minister, former vice chair of the Watts, Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, and founder 
of the community repower movement) Posted fi rst at Townhall.com.

Trump, always infuriated by criticism, has called for columnists who disparage him to be fi red, hecklers at his rallies to 
be beaten up, and TV stations to lose their licenses if they run ads vilifying his handling of the pandemic — calls routinely 
amplifi ed on social media by tens of thousands of his followers.
 When a Babson College professor joked that Iran ought to bomb “sites of beloved American cultural heritage” like 
the Mall of America and the Kardashian residence, a right-wing website launched a campaign that got him fi red.
 The new Cato survey found that more than one in fi ve Americans (22 percent) would support fi ring a business executive 
who donated money to Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential campaign, while 31 percent would be OK with fi ring someone 
who gave money to Trump’s re-election campaign. The urge to ostracize or penalize unwelcome views isn’t restricted to 
just one end of the spectrum.
 Americans’ right to free speech is shielded by the Constitution to a degree unmatched anywhere else. But our First 
Amendment guarantees will prove impotent if the habit of free speech is lost. For generations, Americans were raised to 
see debate as legitimate, desirable, and essential to democratic health. They quoted Voltaire’s (apocryphal) aphorism: 
“I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to the death your right to say it.” Editors, publishers, satirists, and civil 
libertarians took to heart the dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who wrote that “the principle 
of free thought” is meant to enshrine “not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we 
hate.”
 But that principle has been turned on its head. The “thought that we hate” is not tolerated but stifl ed. It is reviled as 
taboo, forbidden to be uttered. Anyone expressing it may be accused not just of giving offense, but of literally endangering 
those who disagree. And even if only some people lose their careers or reputations for saying something “wrong,” countless 
others get the chilling message.
 “And so dread settles in,” writes journalist Emily Yoffe. “Challenging books go untaught. Deep conversations are not 
had. Friendships are not formed. Classmates and colleagues eye each other with suspicion.”
 And 62 percent of Americans fear to express what they think.
 The speaker in Norman Rockwell’s painting may have had something unpopular to say, but neither he nor his 
neighbors had any doubt that it was appropriate for him to say it. Now, such doubt is everywhere, and freedom of speech 
has never been more threatened.

Fear of Speech Replacing Freedom of Speech

Hold Onto Your Wallets 
By Jack Humphreville

Bad News for Progressives: It’s 
Still a Conservative Country

By Stephen Moore 

It’s not exactly clear how it happened. No one expected it, least of all the media and pollsters. But that promised big 
blue wave of Democratic victories across the country turned instead into a red tidal wave from coast to coast. Most 
progressive ballot issues in the states — from tax increases to racial preferences — also came crashing down.

 A big reason for this turnaround in the election was the massive turnout for President Donald Trump on Election 
Day. The irony is that Trump’s coattails pulled hundreds of Republicans over the goal line — but they didn’t save him 
from a razor-tight defeat.
 So, how deep were the losses for the Democrats? In the U.S. House, Nancy Pelosi thought her troops would gain 10 
to 12 seats. Instead, they lost, at last count, nine.
 But the real carnage was in the state houses. Hold on to your hats; here is the latest from our allies at the American 
Legislative Exchange Council. The GOP gained a total of 192 House and 40 Senate seats. Republicans fl ipped control of 
three chambers.
 As a result of these big and improbable wins, Republicans now have majority control in both House and Senate 
chambers in 31 of 50 states. Democrats have control in only 18 states. That’s a map of the USA that looks awfully red 
throughout middle America, with only the rusting Northeast and the West Coast colored blue.
 What is truly stunning about this story is that Democrats and liberal/progressive donors (Michael Bloomberg, 
George Soros, Mark Zuckerberg, et al.) poured hundreds of millions of dollars into the states to take over legislatures with 
unprecedented spending in Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania. The American Legislative Exchange Council president, Lisa 
Nelson, estimates that Democrats outspent Republicans “at least 3-to-1 in the states.” And all they got was a lousy T-shirt.
 Money just doesn’t buy you love with voters.
 Speaking of money, voters don’t want politicians taking more of it from them. In Illinois, Colorado and California, 
major tax hikes lost, and tax cuts were approved by voters. Racial preferences, rent control and pro-union measures went 
down in fl ames in California — the cradle of progressive wacko ideas.
 Even Democrats admit that their party’s embrace of socialism was a major turnoff to voters. Rep. Abigail Spanberger 
from Virginia won her race, but she isn’t a happy camper. “We need to not ever use the words ‘socialist’ or ‘socialism’ ever 
again,” she says. Democrats, she angrily continued, “lost good members because of that.”
 Of course, Republicans lost by a razor’s edge the prize of the White House, which is a stinging defeat for conservatism. 
But no one in modern times has turned out voters like Donald J. Trump. Even USA Today admits that it was the big 
“Trump turnout” that swung state and local elections in a conservative direction.
 If the Democrats govern as the party of Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 
Sanders, they can expect even deeper losses in 2022. They may even suffer their ultimate nightmare, a return to the White 
House by Trump in 2024. Trumpism and putting America fi rst are still alive and well.

(Stephen Moore is a senior fellow at the Heritage Foundation and an economic consultant with 
FreedomWorks.) 
 -  Creators Syndicate 

CITY WATCH LA  -  “You don’t raise taxes during a recession…. The last thing 
you want to do is raise taxes in the middle of the recession because that would just 
suck up and take more demand out of the economy and put businesses in a further 

hole.” Barack Obama, 2011 
 The Proposition 15, the Split Roll that would have increased the property taxes 
of the owners of commercial and industrial properties by $12 billion a year, has been 
rejected by the voters.  
 This rejection will not stop our Elected Elite and the leaders of the public sector 
unions from trying to pick our pockets despite the fact that California is already one of 
the highest, if the highest, taxed state in the country.  
 Over the last few years, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority has been 
considering a “congestion tax” that would raise between $5 billion and $10 billion 
a year over the next ten years.  This is in addition to the $3 billion a year that we 
contribute through the 2% sales tax.  This new revenue would be used to fund Mayor 
Garcetti’s $26 billion “28 for’28” initiative in time for the Olympics as well as free fares 
for all transit riders, billions in cost overruns, and Metro’s ineffi cient bureaucracy and 
bloated payroll. 
 Our friends in Sacramento have also considered a new millionaire’s tax which 
would impose a surcharge of 1% of all income over $1 million, increasing to 3% on 
income over $2 million, and 3.5% for all earnings in excess of $5 million.  That would 
increase the marginal tax rate from 13.3%, already the highest in the nation, to 16.8%.  
According to its sponsors, this levy would raise almost $7 billion a year. 

 S a c r a m e n t o ’ s 
politicians have also 
proposed the nation’s 
fi rst “Wealth Tax” which 

impose a 0.4% levy on Californians’ net worth in excess of $30 million.  The expected 
haul: $7.5 billion.  
 While these two levies would raise an estimated $14 billion, an amount that has the 
leaders of the teachers union salivating, the negative impact on our economy and the 
State’s reputation would be considerable.  More than likely, it would drive a number 
of wealthy individuals, their entrepreneurial spirit and investment capital, and their 
businesses which employ slews of Californians out of state to more friendly tax and 
regulatory environments.  
 There are also rumblings that the City of Los Angeles will be placing a measure 
on the ballot that would authorize up to $2 billion in bonds to fi nance affordable and 
homeless housing.  This would result in a substantial increase in our property taxes.  
 And more than likely, the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District will also place a 
measure on the ballot in next few years to raise money to fi nance its unsustainable labor 
contract negotiated by Mayor Garcetti and its underfunded pension plan and other 
retirement liabilities. 
 And who knows what the County will do, especially given the sorry state of its 
pension plan? 
 One common theme is that while our Elected Elite want us to approve tax increases, 
and massive ones at that, they are not willing to engage in any real reforms: open and 
transparent labor negotiations, the restructuring of the underfunded pension plans, 
benchmarking the effi ciency of their operations, or independent oversight of their 
budgets and fi nances.  
 But this is not a one-way street.  And until our elected offi cials are willing to engage 
in real reform, we need to continue to vote no on any future tax increases, especially 
during a recession. Just ask Barack Obama. 

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

From B.H. High
To Cabinet Post

Alejandro Mayorkas, formerly the top federal prosecutor in Los Angeles and an ex-deputy secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, was nominated by President-elect Joe Biden to the post of DHS secretary. 
 Mayorkas, who has been confi rmed by the U.S. Senate three times throughout his career, is the fi rst Latino 

and immigrant nominated to serve in the position.
 Mayorkas was born in Havana, Cuba, and was the highest-ranking Cuban American to serve in the Obama-
Biden Administration. His family brought him to the Los Angeles area when he was an infant. Mayorkas received 
his bachelor’s degree with distinction from the UC Berkeley and a law degree from Loyola Law School. He was a 
graduate of Beverly Hills H.S.
 The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi cials applauded Biden’s nomination of Mayorkas.
 ``NALEO congratulates the former deputy secretary for his historic nomination as the fi rst Latino, fi rst Cuban-
American, and fi rst immigrant to head DHS,’’ said Arturo Vargas, CEO of NALEO. ``As a Cuban-Jewish American 
and son of a Holocaust survivor, Mayorkas brings a real-life understanding of the immigrant experience that, together 
with his breadth of knowledge and experience, make him an exceptional choice to head DHS.’’

Yes on School Choice
But It Requires

Parental Involvement
By Larry Elder,

Creators Syndicate

Question my sanity, but I’m running in this election to recall California’s Democratic 
Gov. Gavin Newsom. Here’s a big reason why.
 No one doubts that bad K-12 public school teachers exist. There is a phenomenon 

known as the “turkey trot,” in which bad teachers wind up in the worst schools.
 Why? There is a connection between bad schools and lack of parental involvement. 
When you have strong parental involvement, parents pressure their schools to remove 
such teachers. 
 Because of strong, protective teachers unions, these teachers are rarely fired, merely 
shuffled from school to school, until they land in one where few parents complain.
 And while the vast majority of teachers do not fall into that “bad” category, look 
at where public school teachers send their own school-age children. Nationwide, 
approximately 10% of kids attend private school. 
 Six percent of Black kids do so. But more than 20% of public school teachers send 
their own kids to private schools.
 A 2004 study by the Fordham Institute found that 44% of Philadelphia public school 
teachers send their kids to private schools. In Cincinnati and Chicago, 41% and 39% of 
public school teachers, respectively, put their own school-age children in private school.
 In Baltimore, in 2017, there were 13 public high schools where 0% of students could 
do math at grade level, with another half a dozen Baltimore public high schools where 
only 1% could do so. So, it is hardly a surprise that Fordham’s study found 35% of 
Baltimore public school teachers with school-age kids placed them in private school. In 
San Francisco it was 34%, and New York-Northeastern New Jersey was 33%. In Los 
Angeles, nearly 25% of public school teachers sent their kids to private school, versus 
16% of Angelenos who did so.
 For this reason, school choice has never polled higher. A June 2021 RealClear Opinion 
Research poll found support for school choice at 74% among registered voters. This 
includes 83% of Republicans, 69% of independents and 70% of Democrats who strongly 
or somewhat support school choice. 
 In April, 2020, support for choice was 64%. Tommy Schultz, CEO of the American 
Federation for Children, said: “Public support for school choice is at an all-time high. 
And, as the nation recovers from unprecedented, nationwide school closures, a new 
story is unfolding. Parents are rising up and demanding the freedom to choose the best 
educational environment for their children. ... Already in 2021, seventeen states have 
passed legislation to improve, expand, or create new school choice programs.”

    *  *  *

 School choice is not a panacea, especially without strong parental involvement. Studies 
show that Black kids spend less time doing homework than Hispanic kids, less time on 
homework than white kids and much less time on homework than Asian American kids.  
Economist Walter Williams told me, “If you don’t have someone in your household to 
make sure that you do your homework and to insist that you go to bed on time, the school 
you attend will not make a whole lot of difference.”
 When I was in elementary and middle school, several classmates were Asian 
American, most of Chinese or Japanese descent. They all told me the same thing. If they 
got a B — they rarely got a grade lower than that — their parents told them they did not 
work hard enough. If they got an A, their parents told them the test was too easy. Their 
parents did not accept the notion often heard from my Black classmates, that so-and-so 
is “just not good in math.” The parents of my Asian American classmates believed that 
in academics, as athletic coaches say, “Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work 
hard.”
 School choice benefits children of parents who preach that education and hard work 
are key to upward mobility. School choice will be of little benefit to the kids of parents who 
do not.
 
 Please let me know your thoughts about my candidacy at LarryAElder@gmail.com. 
We’ve got a state to save.

St Nicolas Housing Development
10220 Aqueduct Ave North Hills CA 91343

Waiting List Opening

St Nicholas Housing Development Community (senior and 
disabled apartment complex) with one and two-bedroom 
apartments. Applications will be accepted beginning August 
2, 2021 thru 1pm August 30, 2021. Rent is based on annual 
adjusted income. Income limits apply.
Application packets will be available at St. Nicolas Housing 
Development @ 10220 Aqueduct Ave North Hills, CA 91343 
Monday thru Friday 9AM-1PM. Please provide a copy of your 
ID, Social Security Card, and 2021 Social Security Benefit 
Letter with your application. 
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The Agenda of 
Black Lives Matter

By Star Parker

Since the new wave of race consciousness that has been sweeping our country, 
precipitated by the graphic video of the killing of George Floyd by police officer 
Derek Chauvin, something very strange has happened.

 Somehow, what is perceived as a problem has become widely understood to be the 
solution. And it is endangering our country.
 If there remain citizens in America who, because of race or any other reason, are 
deprived of the benefits and protections of a free society, we should work to bring those 
benefits of freedom to them.
 The answer is not to abandon the principles that make us a free country.
 But this is what is happening. Those who are the loudest and most aggressive about 
what is supposedly wrong don’t want a free country. Their complaint is not about ab-
sence of freedom, but who has power and who will be in charge and running the show.
 Nothing could make this clearer than the recent bizarre statement of Black Lives 
Matter about the current civil unrest in Cuba.
 Cuba is an unfree country. It has been run by communists for years. And, like all 
countries that are run by communists, the people there live deprived and oppressed.
 This is not rhetoric. This is fact.
 Freedom House in Washington, D.C., is a nonpartisan organization that rates all 
the nations in the world according to how free they are. They rate nations according to 
political rights and civil liberties.
 Cuba ranks as one of the world’s least free countries. Out of a possible score of 
100, Cuba scores 13. In political rights, out of a top score of 40, Cuba gets a 1. On civil 
liberties, out of a possible score of 60, Cuba scores 12.
 Yet, Black Lives Matters writes, “The people of Cuba are being punished by the 
U.S. government because the country has maintained its commitment to sovereignty 
and self-determination.”

    *  *  *

 As the information from Freedom House shows, the only sovereignty and self-
determination that exists in Cuba is in the hands of the communist despots who run the 
place.
 Yet, in the opinion of Black Lives Matter, the suffering of the Cuban people is not 
due to the despots running Cuba, who deprive them of their freedom, but it’s caused by 
the free country, the USA, that is its nearby neighbor to the north.
 We don’t see many Americans fleeing to live in Cuba. But, per the Pew Research 
Center, there are over 2 million Cuban Americans who left Cuba, or whose family left 
Cuba, to come to live in a country that is free.
 Moreover, per a survey done by Pew in 2020, 58% of Cuban Americans identify 
as, or lean toward, Republicans, compared with 38% who identify as, or lean toward, 
Democrats.
 Cuban Americans know what oppression is about, and it’s why they care so much 
about being free Americans.
 “Since 1962,” says Black Lives Matter, “the United States has forced pain and 
suffering on the people of Cuba by cutting off food, medicine and supplies.”
 Yes, the United States maintains an economic embargo on Cuba. Why should our 
nation provide sources of revenue that will only go into the coffers of the communists 
who control everything? But, as The Wall Street Journal’s Mary O’Grady points out, 
contrary to BLM’s distortions, “food and medicine are exempt” from this embargo.
 The one thing that Black Lives Matter gets right is that almost a third of Cubans are 
Black and brown. Yet, somehow, Black Lives Matter thinks they will enhance the lives of 
these people of color by supporting oppressors rather than bringing them more freedom.
 And, indeed, Black Lives Matter has the same anti-freedom agenda in our country.
 The question is why this perverse group has so much credibility and power? What 
is wrong with our political and business leaders that support these enemies of human 
freedom?

 (Star Parker is president of the Center for Urban Renewal and Education and host 
of the weekly television show “Cure America with Star Parker,” and writes for Creators 
Syndicate.)

American Marxism
By David Limbaugh

Most people sense that America is under assault by America-hating forces and worry 
that our freedoms are actually in jeopardy. Mark Levin’s new book, “American 
Marxism,” confirms those fears, exposes the chilling aims and methods of these 

malicious groups, and provides a blueprint to restore America to a path of recovery.
 Levin has a gift for distilling abstract ideas into understandable terms for lay 
consumption. I’ve personally written and discussed many of the ideas he addresses in 
this compelling book but had not considered the term “counterrevolution” to describe 
what we’re witnessing.
 He is exactly right. This is a counterrevolution to the American revolution, and 
horrifyingly, “It is devouring our society and culture, swirling around our everyday 
lives, and ubiquitous in our politics, schools, media, and entertainment.” He is also 
correct that this disturbing insurrection is no longer a fringe movement but is in the 
mainstream of our culture and institutions.
 Mark identifies the source of this threat — Marxism — the sinister, utopian ideology 
“responsible for the enslavement, impoverishment, torture, and death of untold 
millions.” But he goes further and usefully tags the particular brand of this menace 
as “American Marxism”: “the application and adaption of core Marxist teachings to 
American society and culture.”
 What makes the counterrevolutionaries particularly dangerous is their 
sophisticated techniques of distorting language, disguising their true intent with deceitful 
euphemisms to disarm patriots and facilitate their scheme to fundamentally transform 
this nation into something unrecognizable to its founders and wholly unacceptable to all 
who cherish and revere the glorious American experiment in self-governance. They’ve 
labeled themselves “progressives,” “social activists” and other innocuous-sounding 
terms because they know Americans still, by the grace of G od, reject naked Marxism.
 More recently, they operate under such organizations as Black Lives Matter, 
cloaking their anti-capitalist designs in a facade of racial, environmental or gender 
justice. They have foisted their once-ridiculed notion of critical race theory into the 
forefront of our lives, forcing this dangerous philosophy into mainstream societal 
acceptance.
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 Race agitation isn’t their only weapon. They’ve achieved considerable traction in the advancement of their agenda 
through divisive class warfare, which fuels their destructive policies of obscene deficit spending, confiscatory taxation, and 
runaway governmental and bureaucratic regulation.
 We saw this on the front pages lately when President Joe Biden preposterously argued that such election-integrity 
measures as voter ID were the greatest threat to American democracy since the Civil War. He also scored a twofer, as he in-
voked race — echoing his party’s position that these laws are a new form of heinous Jim Crow legislation. Anyone with half 
a brain recognizes that eliminating the requirement of proving one’s identity as a condition to voting destroys rather than 
safeguards the integrity of the election process. Anyone with half a molecule of discernment understands that to equate 
voter ID laws to suppression of the Black vote is the worst kind of patronizing insult to Black voters, who these demagogues 
imply aren’t capable of furnishing proof of their own identity.
 Levin astutely notes that while the counterrevolutionaries were formerly very cautious in concealing their goals, they 
are becoming more confident with their recent successes and thus more outspoken and brazen about who they are. They’ve 
also developed another formidable weapon to impose their ideas, which is to intimidate, silence and cancel those who dare 
to oppose them or who even casually violate their draconian rules for acceptable speech and behavior.
 The stakes couldn’t be higher. Whereas the American Revolution was founded on liberty and representative govern-
ment and led to the freest and most powerful nation in history, the counterrevolution aims to destroy our form of govern-
ment, our cherished liberties, our society and our way of life.
 Levin soberly observes that to defeat the threat we face, “a unified, patriotic front of previously docile ... factions and 
forces” that believes America is worthy of defending must emerge. People of good will must wake up to the gravity of the 
threats we face and recognize “the urgency of the moment” and rise up to take back this nation.
 In “American Marxism,” Mark Levin paints a bleak picture of an America under siege, but he offers hope that we can 
turn this around and inspires us to unite around the noble cause of liberty and the salvation of the greatest nation the world 
has ever known. (David Limbaugh is a columnist, author, attorney and writes for Creators Syndicate.)
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi 
Street in Porter Ranch, as Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford 
tells the inspiring resurrection story of Jesus Christ — 
a timeless event over 2,000 years ago that fulfi lled 
God’s redemption plan and brought hope for all mankind! 
You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic 
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray, 
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service 
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday, 
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Mason Park Basketball
 Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration 
and schedule for Youth Basketball Summer 2018, according 

to Juan Soto, director.
 Priority numbers must be submitted and postmarked by 
March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants 
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th, 
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held 
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and 
will continue until the league is full.
 Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts, 
offi cials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and 
insurance are NOT included!
 Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15. 
There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices 
start in mid-May, with games starting in June.
 Evaluation will be held May 5 for most ages. May 6 

for most evaluations, May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.

 Volunteer coaches are needed.
 Mason Park is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth, 
818-998-6377.

Egg Hunt and Basketball
 Come to Chatsworth Park South for a day of fun fi lled 
events including a free basketball workshop with a special 
guest: the NBA’s Matt Barnes on Saturday, March 31. The 
workshops will be divided by age group culminating in a fi ve-
on-fi ve game with Matt Barnes There will also be a spring 
egg hunt with crafts, snacks, food trucks, games, and face 
painting. The park is located at 22360 Devonshire Street. 
Please RSVP for basketball at (818) 341-6595.

Free Tax Preparation Clinic
  The CSUN VITA Clinic is offering free tax preparation 
services as well as fi nancial education now through April 
15th to low income taxpayers in North Hills, Canoga Park, 
Northridge, North Hollywood, Pacoima, Sun Valley, San 
Fernando City, Panorama City, and Van Nuys. Services will 
be offered at the CSUN campus on Mondays through Fridays 
and at multiple remote locations throughout the San Fernando 
Valley on Saturdays. While taxpayers will be encouraged to 
make an appointment, walk-ins will be accepted to the extent 
time permits. For more information about services, please 
visit: vita.csun.edu  

Intermediate Computer Classes
 Instructor Abraham Yazdi will teach 8 sessions on 
Intermediate Microsoft (MS) Word 2013, 9 sessions on 
Intermediate MS Excel 2013, and 2 sessions on Intermediate 
MS PowerPoint 2013. All classes will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 10 AM to 12 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Sign-ups for the classes are 
required.  For more info or to sign up, please call 818-368-
5687.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing The 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane: A Novel by Lisa See at the 
April 4th meeting.  The book club meets the fi rst Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 pm in the Library Community Room.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Nature Preserve
 The LADWP is celebrating the month of Earth Day with a 
special open house at the only nature preserve in the City of Los 
Angeles. The Chatsworth Nature Preserve is a one of a kind 
location with incredible wildlife and landscapes. The event 
will be on Sunday, April 7th from10:00 am to 3:00 pm, entry 
gate on Valley Circle Blvd west of Plummer. It will feature an 
opening ceremony with a Wishtoyo/Chumash Indian tribal 
blessing, guided nature hikes, live animal exhibits, a bird 
observation station, and an environmental resource fair. No 
bikes or pets allowed on trails. Please bring a hat, sunscreen, 
refi llable water bottles, and comfortable walking shoes. 

The Church and Climate Change
 Please join us at First Presbyterian Church of Granada 
Hills, 10400 Zelzah Avenue on Sunday, April 8th, from 
12:15 - 3:00 pm where you will enjoy a free lunch and hear 
presentations from Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, Atmospheric 
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scientist & Professor at Texas Tech University and Rev. Dr. 
Richard Lyon, Psychotherapist & Presbyterian Minister. 
All viewpoints welcome for this intriguing and important 
discussion. 

E-Textile Workshops
 Kids and Teens (ages 7-18), join us for this four-part series 
Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We 
will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun 
projects.  It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and 
sign-ups are required.  For more info please call 818-368-5687.

Tiny Tots Storytime
  Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads 
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 
AM in the Chatsworth Library.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information 
call (818) 341-4276.

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Build a Masterpiece
 Bring your ideas, images, and imagination to this National 
Poetry Month program.  Let’s build a poem!  Hosted by 
award-winning poet, Jeffry Jensen.  Refreshments will be 
served, Tuesday, April 17, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

One World Storytelling
  On Wednesday, April 18 at 3:30 PM, Barbara Wong will 
be sharing stories from around the world with children in fi rst 
through fi fth grade at the Chatsworth Library.  The Library 
is located at 21502 Devonshire Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for 
more information.

Our Lady of Lourdes
 Theatre Repertoire of Our Lady of Lourdes (TROLL) 
presents: Wiley and the Hairy Man, a play by Suzan Zeder.  
Come experience the magical way a young girl discovers 
she is bigger than her fears! Friday, April 20th at 7pm; 
Saturday, April 21st at 1pm, and at 7pm. Tickets can be 
purchased online now at www.ticketor.com/trollplayers, or 
on the OLL church patio following each Mass (except Easter 
Weekend).  Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - 
Stroup Hall, 18400 Kinzie Street in Northridge.

CalRTA meeting
 On Friday, April 13th, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting 
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen 
St., Northridge. Come join retired teachers to hear the latest 
about your pensions and consider joining us for lunch after 
the meeting.  If you wish to stay for lunch, please make a 
reservation with Nancy Gohata at 818  899 4237.

Job Skills Workshop
 If you are between 16 and 24 years old, this informative 
workshop that will give you tips on job interviewing, and 
creating resumes and cover letters will be on Saturday, 
April 21st,  10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Attendees will also begin the 
process of obtaining a Work Readiness Certifi cate from L.A. 
Youth at Work and will receive priority to apply for curated 
jobs. (818) 368-5687.

Giant Book Sale
  On Saturday, April 21 from 10 AM to 2 PM the Friends 
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale.  The 
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street 
in Chatsworth. The sale is in the Community Room and 
includes thousands of almost-new hardback books and a huge 

Change is Coming in California State and Local Politics
By Dennis P. Zine

CITY WATCH LA  -  I will begin with the most recent and amazing statement made by 
LAPD Chief Michel Moore in supporting and in fact defending LA County District 
Attorney George Gascón who is facing a Recall after a short time as the elected District 

Attorney. 
 It has been the long-standing practice and tradition that the LAPD Chief remain out of 
politics and not get involved in supporting or challenging any elected or appointed official 
facing election to office – local, state, or federal. For some unknown reason, Chief Moore has 
crossed the line of being impartial to openly state the following: “Working as a team, I know 
that we can restore the sense of safety and the security that we all strive for here in this great 

city. . .So I stand here today 
and applaud the district 
attorney’s efforts.”  
 Recall Campaign 
 As many of you 
know, there is an aggressive 
campaign underway to 
Recall DA George Gascón 
from office. The campaign 
is well organized and led by 
survivors -- those who have 
been victims of violent crimes 
or lost loved ones to crimes in 
LA County.  
 Tina Owen is the 
widow of LA County Sheriff 
Sergeant Steve Owen who 
was murdered in the line of 
duty. Desiree Andrade is the 
mother of Julian Andrade 
who was the victim of a 
gang murder. I have met 
both leaders of the recall 
campaign. They are sincere 
and passionate about the 
campaign and are dedicated 
to the memory of their 
murdered loved ones.      
 Former LA 
County District Attorney 
Steve Cooley and I serve 
as Co-Chairs of the Recall 
Campaign. 
 Many people have 
been directly impacted by 
Gascón’s filing policy and 
the direction he has taken 
the office. For example, once 
sworn into office Gascón 
immediately implemented 
the following policies:   

 1. No Death Penalty prosecution under any circumstance. No life without the possibility of 
parole. 
 2. Repeat violent offenders are treated as first time offenders, including murder, rape, 
robbery, kidnapping, and sex offenses. 
 3. No youth can ever be tried as an adult, regardless of the heinous nature of the crime. 
 4. No Prosecution of the following crimes: Trespassing, Disturbing the Peace, Driving 
without or on a Suspended License, Criminal Threats and Resisting Arrest. 
 In addition to the general public’s concern about public safety in the City of LA and the 
County, the following cities have all voted “NO Confidence” for District Attorney George 
Gascón: 
 Arcadia, Azusa, Beverly Hills, Covina, Diamond Bar, La Mirada, Lancaster, Manhattan 
Beach, Pico Rivera, Palos Verdes Estates, Redondo Beach, Rosemead, San Gabriel, Santa 
Clarita, Santa Fe Springs, Temple City and Whittier. 
 The list continues to grow as more elected officials learn what Gascón is doing to destroy 
public safety in their community and throughout the County.  
 Joining the many cities announcing their “No Confidence” in Gascón is the Sheriff of Los 
Angeles County, Alex Villanueva. It is the Sheriff who is now tackling the homeless population 
in the City of LA. Sheriff Villanueva is a man of action who wants to get things done --  unlike 
the Los Angeles mayor and LA City leaders who have all neglected the homeless population and 
remain silent on the Recall Gascón campaign. 
 Also remember that the shrinking and no longer important LA Times endorsed Gascón for 
District Attorney. Even the Mayor of San Francisco did not endorse Gascón when he ran for LA 
District Attorney. Time for all of you to “WAKE” up and not “WOKE” up and realize what is 
happening in our communities – the City of Los Angeles City and LA County.             
 Like many of you, I am concerned about public safety in our region. With violence 
increasing, it’s time to Recall George Gascón from office and restore public safety for all of us.  
 Crime is Up, Recruitment Down
 The Office of District Attorney is responsible for the prosecution of criminals, so here are 
the latest LAPD Citywide Crime Stats year to date as of 6/26/21: 
 The LAPD has shrunk to 9,414 officers. As the months pass, the number of officers from the 
Chief to the Recruit in the Academy continues to fall lower and lower. . .  
 Homicide 171 +24.8%.                          Shots Fired 1576 + 47.7%
 Grand Theft Auto 10,819 + 8.8%       Shooting Victims 686 + 50.1%
  If you live in Los Angeles County and are registered to vote, I encourage you to download a 
Recall Petition by going to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. Fill it out and mail. You can be 
counted as a person who is concerned about public safety for you, your family, and friends.  
 The RECALL of multiple Elected Officials is moving along. The Voters are angry and tired 
of the same old political double talk. Talk with little to no action in resolving community issues.    
 The public is finally fed up with the BULLS*** they have been fed by elected officials for 
the past years. As the saying goes, we are not going to take it anymore! Politicians, from the 
Governor to the local City Councilmembers, are all being asked what they are doing for the 
people of California and their municipal areas of the state.  
 The Governor Newson Recall election will be held on Tuesday, September 14. This is not a 
Republican Campaign to get rid of the Governor. It is a “Peoples” campaign. People from the 
Democratic and Republican and all other parties are supporting the Recall. I urge you to get 
involved and vote. We need to show the Governor that he can’t buy our votes by passing out 
state money like he did when people took the COVID-19 shot. 
 
 (Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD Supervisor, former and retired 12-year Los 
Angeles City Councilman and current General Manager at Bell Canyon in Ventura County.)

American Marxism
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