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Porter Ranch Gas Leak –
Nine Months Later
By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

O

n October 23rd, 2015, a pungent odor permeated the neighborhoods of
the San Fernando Valley. A massive natural gas reservoir had ruptured,
causing the largest methane leak in the entire nation. The inhabitants
who lived near Porter Ranch were relocated to temporary housing. Not
only did the residents experience many discomforts due to the relocation,
but also, and more importantly, they encountered major consequences
regarding their health.
The relocation system required residents who were affected by the gas
leak to be temporarily housed at distant hotels, apartments, and homes.
Many families strongly stressed upon the discomforts and disadvantages of
the relocation.
Gabby Sigal, age 14, is a student whose family was relocated to a
neighborhood nearly an hour away from her school. “The 60 minute drives
to and back from school were stressful. It was two hours I had to spend in the
car every day compared to what used to be 5 minute drives.” She continued to
explain how this affected her day regarding her productivity as a student. “My
days got a lot shorter. School would end at 3pm, and we would arrive at our
temporary home at around 4pm. After my daily one-hour piano practices, I
would be summoned to eat dinner and shower, leaving me only several hours to
complete school homework, projects, and other extracurricular assignments.”
Gabby was also a committed ballroom dancer, spending hours of her time
during weekdays and weekends at her dance academy that was located even
further away from her new home. “Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays
were a whole different story,” she described. “On those days, I had 3-hour dance
lessons, which took up most of my time. When I got home, I would start homework
at 11 or 12p.m. Plus, the long drives were miserable for my parents.”
			
*		
*		
*
Adults who were accustomed to different cultures had difficulty adapting to
their new environments as well. Sue Kim, age 44, explained, “Eating out once in
a while was nice, but not being able to make a traditional home-cooked dish for
months was extremely hard.” Miss Kim stayed at a hotel during the relocation
in Studio City. She would grow tired of snacking on Chipotle and to-go’s from
Panda Express.
Furthermore, residents who were affected by the gas leak suffered health
consequences. Common symptoms included headaches, nausea, body aches, skin
irritation, and bloody noses. Many continuously worry about the long-term health
risks for the inhabitants. Mark, 36 years old, stated, “I didn’t feel the difference
[of health] until my wife and youngest daughter began having nose bleeds and
frequent headaches. After the relocation, the two got better and no longer showed
any symptoms.”
However, Mark brought up another topic that differed from the health
issues he mentioned earlier. “We were influenced financially too. The SoCalGas
Company expected us to pay the food and car gas fees, ensuring us they would
reimburse the costs as soon as possible. It has been about two months since we left
our temporary relocated home, but the reimbursements have not yet arrived.”
The SoCalGas Company, which was held responsible for this gas leak, has
not fully compensated the families that have been affected. Because of this, not
only did people living near the Porter Ranch neighborhood have to suffer health
risks and experience discomfort, but also they were stuck in a financially difficult
situation. Thousands of people’s lives have been tossed and turned through the
adversity of the Porter Ranch gas leak, leaving many at a state of perpetual
confusion and chaos.

Total Shutdown Next?

C

County Sues SoCalGas
Over Shut-off Valves

ounty attorneys filed a lawsuit July 25 seeking an order requiring Southern California Gas Co. to
install sub-surface safety shut-off valves on all of its gas storage wells in the county.
    The Los Angeles Superior Court lawsuit, which also seeks unspecified damages, is the latest legal
battle arising from the four-month leak at the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility near Porter Ranch.
The county contends the severity of the leak could have been drastically reduced if the well was outfitted
with a working shut-off valve, noting that the well’s valve broke in 1979 but was never replaced.
            SoCalGas officials countered, however, that the Aliso Canyon facility was in full compliance with
state regulations when the leak occurred.
            County officials insist that operating the well without a safety valve left it vulnerable to failure.
            “The Gas Co. has consistently skirted its responsibilities and placed corporate profits before public
safety by failing to make reasonable and necessary improvements to its infrastructure,” Superior Mike
Antonovich said. “The county’s lawsuit seeks to proactively require the Gas Co. to upgrade its gas wells
by installing shut-off valves and other sate-of-the-art safety equipment so that another disaster like Aliso
Canyon can be prevented.
*
*
*
The Aliso Canyon leak was discovered in October, and was capped in February after crews
dug an 8,600-foot-long relief well. The leak, however, resulted in an estimated 100,000 tons of methane
leaking into the air, the worst leak of its type in the country.
Thousands of residents relocated to temporary housing during the leak, and two schools moved
classes to different campuses out of the area. A series of lawsuits have already been filed against the
Gas Co. by residents.
SoCalGas and the county have been embroiled in an ongoing legal dispute over the temporary
housing program and requirements for cleaning homes in the area of the leak. The Gas Co. filed court
papers earlier last month asking a judge to end a directive requiring the utility to provide housecleaning services to homes in the area.
            Company officials said SoCalGas had already cleaned about 1,700 homes, and argued there is
no lingering health threat to residents, despite concern by LA County Health Department.
            The Gas Co. operates about 200 natural gas wells in four storage fields in the area, according
to the county.

SoCalGas Stands Down
IRS Says SoCalGas
On Home Cleaning
Reimbursements Will Not Be Taxed
S

oCalGas has petitioned the Los Angeles County Superior Court to annul a
directive requiring the utility to clean homes in Porter Ranch, arguing that
there is no health hazard.
SoCalGas has cleaned more than 1,700 homes of residents displaced by the
Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.
The leak, discovered in October, was capped Feb. 18.
DPH officials could not immediately be reached for comment, but a update
to the Board of Supervisors by interim Director Cynthia Harding said that as
many as 10,000 homes might ultimately require cleaning. Harding also that more
than half of those already cleaned might need to be re-cleaned due to the utility’s
“deficient performance.”
The clean-up - ordered by Los Angeles Superior Court Judge John Wiley in
May - was prompted by an announcement by DPH that its environmental testing
found surface dust contained “low levels of metal contaminants” consistent with
those found in “well-drilling fluid.”
Gas Co. officials said the company could be required to clean nearly 35,000
homes, “virtually every home in the Porter Ranch community and beyond, even
though people having been living in these homes throughout.”

T

he Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued a notice that residents affected by the Porter Ranch Gas leak
will not be required to pay income tax on money they received from Southern California Gas Company
(“SoCalGas”) as reimbursement for their relocation and other expenses incurred as a result of the gas
leak. This announcement came at the urging of Congressman Brad Sherman (D-Porter Ranch), who worked
with the Treasury Department over the last six months to reach this result.
Many Porter Ranch residents had heard from their tax advisers that the IRS might classify the
reimbursements they received from SoCalGas as taxable income – for living expenses, air filtration, etc. As
the IRS notice stated, “Questions have been raised concerning the taxability of these expenses paid on behalf
of or as reimbursements to affected area residents.”
“My neighbors in Porter Ranch have been through enough. They shouldn’t have to worry that the IRS
would seek to tax them on the reimbursements they received from SoCalGas. Those who evacuated didn’t
get a windfall – they left their homes to live in smaller quarters.  Those who got air filters got no windfall –
they got to continue breathing air. I’m pleased that after months of working with the Treasury Department
and the IRS, the tax authorities have reached the correct decision and provided some clarity for taxpayers in
the North-West San Fernando Valley,” said Congressman Brad Sherman, CPA.
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LA Crime Climbing, LA
Taxes and Fees Climbing
… And, Our $189,041
Per Year Electeds
Appear Clueless
By Dennis P. Zine

T

HE FOUGHT THE LAW AND THE LAW WON-- There was an arrogant man that
owned a number of trailers and parked them on valley streets to advertise a variety of
items and services. The trailers were left on major roadways and created serious traffic
hazards throughout the San Fernando Valley and generated a large number of resident
complaints.
At the time, I was a Los Angeles City Councilman and moved to eliminate the
trailers from the roadways. Signs were posted prohibiting the parking of the trailers on
Valley streets and citation enforcement began. The citations had little to no impact on the
parking of the trailers and the frustration of the community grew more and more.
I worked with then Assemblyman Bob Blumenfield, our current Los Angeles City
Councilman, who represented my district in the assembly. We teamed up and drafted
state legislation prohibiting the parking of the trailers on all roadways. The legislation
eliminated the problem and peace returned to the communities. The arrogant man
… I will not mention his name … appealed the state legislation. Last month, a federal
court upheld the legislation and ruled that it did not violate any rules or constitutional
provisions. I Thank Councilman Blumenfleld and the court for upholding the legislation
banning the trailers from all city roadways.
*

*

*

TAXES AND FEES AND MORE TAXES AND FEES … ONLY YOU CAN

LIVE IN or LIVE OUT / ALL SERVICES

PREVENT SOME OF THE PROPOSED INCREASES--The DWP has already increased
your Water and Power Rates. The new rates from 2016 thru 2020 have been approved and
will be reflected on your future DWP Bills. As they say, this is a done deal and nothing can
be done to change it.
However, you have a vote for the proposed future tax and fee increases.
I will start with increased taxes for the Transit. This will add a ½ cent to sales tax until
the end of time. This will increase our sales tax to 9 ½ cents.
There is the proposed $1.5 Billion Dollar Bond or Parcel Tax to address the Homeless.
Either way, your taxes will increase … likely your property tax.
The County has proposed … then changed their mind … to implement a tax on
Marijuana.   This is assuming that the November election will see Marijuana approved
for recreational use in California. This is proposed to raise between $78 to $130 million
annually.
If you are rich enough to be in a Millionaires club, you will see an increase in your
taxes to address the homeless.
As we approach the November election, I am sure additional taxes and tax increases
will be brought up to address the many ills of our city. The current Los Angeles City budget
of $8.76 BILLION is just not enough money to run the City of the Angeles!
(Dennis P. Zine is a 33-year member of the Los Angeles Police Department and former
Vice-Chairman of the Elected Los Angeles City Charter Reform Commission, a 12-year
member of the Los Angeles City Council and a current LAPD Reserve Officer who serves as
a member of the Fugitive Warrant Detail assigned out of Gang and Narcotics Division. He
writes Just the Facts for CityWatch. You can contact him atZman8910@aol.com.)
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he latest Los Angeles City Crime Statistics reflect a growing trend of
more and more crime victims and little relief in sight from our law
enforcement agencies. From the LAPD to the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department to the California Highway Patrol, more and more
attacks on our dedicated law enforcement personnel are taking place
with few residents standing up and voicing their support for the men
and women who risk their lives Protecting and Serving our diverse
communities of Southern California.
And, the LA area men and women in blue are not the only ones
paying a price. According to preliminary data compiled by the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, as of July 20, 2016, sixtyseven federal, state and local law enforcement officers have died in the
line of duty this year, increasing eight percent over the 62 officers killed in the same
period last year. We’ve also found an alarming 78 percent spike in firearms-related
officer fatalities, many of which were ambush-style killings.
Thirty-two officers have been killed in firearms-related fatalities this year, a
dramatic increase of 78 percent, compared to 18 deaths during the same period last year.
Traffic-related fatalities were the second leading cause of officer deaths, with 24 officers
killed thus far in 2016. This represents a 17 percent decrease over the 29 officers killed in
traffic-related incidents during the same period last year.
It is reported that crime in Los Angeles City is up in many categories. Namely
assaults, robberies and property offenses. The overall crime increase is at 6.3%. Property
crime is up 3.8% while violent crime has increased 15.9%. Violent crime has led by
19.2% in aggravated assaults and16.8% in robberies.
The reasons for the increases can be attributed to many factors. Officers’ fear of
being accused of profiling or engaging in selective enforcement is a contributing factor.
Gang violence, the exploding homeless population, and the 2014 Proposition 47 that
reduced many crimes from a felony to a misdemeanor contribute to those negative
numbers. And, Measure 109 has done its part .... while the state prison population has
been reduced, the communities have become the victims of these measures.
You will soon be voting on the elimination of the California Death Penalty.
Proposition 62 will be on the November ballot. Keep in mind, with the elimination of
the California Death Penalty, more people will be filling the overcrowded State Prisons
forcing the release of other violent inmates into our communities.  
If you live in a portion of Los Angeles served by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department, the Sheriff reports an increase of 8.4% in violent crime and a 6.8% in
property crimes.
*
*
*

CALL YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BRANCH TODAY!
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Ignorance of Facts
Fuels the AntiCop ‘Movement’

A

CityWatch

Message is Simple: ‘No’ to Taxes,
Yes to Your Police Officers
By Dennis P. Zine
have been ranting and raving about the deteriorating conditions of our once proud City of Los Angeles
neighborhoods for a number of months. Homeless are entrenched in many parts of our residential
communities, pot holes exist on more roadways than I can count, severe traffic congestion is in all parts of the
city with all the freeways in all directions jammed most times of each and every day until late evenings, graffiti is
sprawled along business corridors, trash is spilling over trash cans at bus stops, and crime is increasing in all
categories.
Being a native of Los Angeles and living here for nearly 70 years, I know what our city used to look like and
what it used to offer residents, business owners and visitors over the years.
For the residents, there was affordable housing, good public schools for the children, good manufacturing
jobs; auto, bicycle and motorcycle travel on well maintained roadways and relatively safe neighborhoods
where people could walk on sidewalks that were even and without huge cracks to trip and fall without fear of
being confronted by thugs, homeless living on the sidewalks and an assortment of conditions that turn a well maintained city into a place that is in severe decay and neglect.
It can all be turned around with strong, consistent and determined political leadership.   It happened in New
York City when Rudy Giuliani was the mayor and the city was experiencing decay at an alarming rate.
The police were given the tools to do their job and the public work crews were directed to clean up the mess.
The transit line operators were tasked to clean the cars before they left the barn and all turned around in a short
time.
I don’t see that happening here in Los Angeles. While I know and respect Mayor Eric Garcetti, his
management team is not connected with the task at hand. Homelessness is out of control and the only remedy
from our city leaders is an increase in taxes and fees. They want us to put up over one billion dollars to remedy
the situation. Money without a plan for how to spend it.
There will surely be more city jobs created with more and more bureaucracy and costs to the tax payers.
I say enough with the constant demand for more money to fix a problem that our city leaders let get out of
control.
The city leaders need to take some of the billions of dollars in our current budget to address this most
serious situation. It is interesting that the city leaders let the situation get out of control and are now turning to
the taxpayers to correct the situation they created and ignored for such a long period of time.
The message here is simple. VOTE NO ON ANY AND ALL MEASURES ASKING FOR MORE OF
YOUR MONEY TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM THE CITY LEADERS LET GET OUT OF CONTROL IN
THE FIRST PLACE!
TRAGEDY IN DALLAS AND BATON ROUGE--The attack on law enforcement rose to new levels whit
the assassinations on police officers. This illustrates just how dangerous police work has become.
In Dallas, with a starting salary of $44,000 a year, it takes brave and courageous individuals to join a career
where your life can end in an instant. Your family and friends will remember you each and every day while
society moves on and returns back to normal in short time.
Serving with the LAPD for nearly 50 years, I have lost partners and friends to the dangers of the job. With
the grace of God, I remain here to remind you to show your appreciation when you encounter a member of

I
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By Larry Elder

new study by a Harvard economist, who happens to be black, finds
cops less likely to use deadly force on black suspects vs. white.
Angered by the deaths of Freddie Gray and Michael Brown,
black men in Baltimore, Maryland, and Ferguson, Missouri, respectively,
who died at the hands of the police, professor Roland Fryer Jr. said, “You
know, protesting is not my thing. But data is my thing.” So he sought to
answer the question. Do the police, in fact, use lethal force against black
suspects more than they do against whites?
Fryer examined 1,332 police shootings — including fatal and nonfatal shootings — in the police departments of 10 large cities in Texas,
California and Florida. He said his findings surprised him. In an article
about the study, The New York Times wrote:
“In shootings in these 10 cities involving officers, officers were more
likely to fire their weapons without having first been attacked when the
suspects were white. Black and white civilians involved in police shootings
were equally likely to have been carrying a weapon. Both results undercut
the idea of racial bias in police use of lethal force.”
But the question remained, when the suspect is black, are officers
more likely to use deadly force? The Times wrote:
“What about situations in which an officer might be expected to
fire, but doesn’t? To answer this, Mr. Fryer focused on one city, Houston.
The police department there let the researchers look at reports not only
for shootings but also for arrests when lethal force might have been
justified. Mr. Fryer defined this group to include encounters with
suspects the police subsequently charged with serious offenses like
attempting to murder an officer, or evading or resisting arrest. He also
considered suspects shocked with Tasers.
“Mr. Fryer found that in such situations, officers in Houston were
about 20 percent less likely to shoot if the suspects were black. This
estimate was not precise, and firmer conclusions would require more data.
But in various models controlling for different factors and using different
definitions of tense situations, Mr. Fryer found that blacks were either less
likely to be shot or there was no difference between blacks and whites.”
Yes, the study found cops were more likely to put their hands on a
black suspect vs. a white suspect — also to cuff, push to the ground or
pepper-spray — but probably because cops don’t want the encounter to
escalate to a shooting. This use-of-deadly-force study proves that Black
Lives Matter, Obama’s sympathy with the group and media’s obsession
with white-cop-black-suspect stories are built on lies. And Fryer’s study
confirms similar findings in “The Reverse Racism Effect,” a study by
researchers at Washington State University.
As to the media, one can only conclude that it’s about ratings. When
a black officer shoots a black suspect, it does not generate the same level
of outrage as when a white officer shoots a black suspect, especially when
he is unarmed. But of the nearly 1,000 people killed by cops last year —
according to The Washington Post’s own tally — the Post reported that
less than 4 percent were instances of white cops shooting and killing an
unarmed black man.
(Larry Elder is a best-selling author and nationally syndicated radio
talk-show host.)
- Creators Syndicate

law enforcement. They have a very dangerous job and it is not getting
any easier. A friendly smile and wave goes a long way to express your
appreciation for your police officers.
If you are so inclined, when in a restaurant and see an officer on
code 7 (Meal Break) think about picking up their tab. This gesture goes
a long way in expressing your appreciation for our police. It is not about
the person’s color or race with the officers it is about enforcing the law
in a fair and professional manner. If you just comply with the officers
directions, your encounter can be a pleasant one for both of you.  
(Dennis P. Zine is a 33-year member of the Los Angeles Police
Department and former Vice-Chairman of the Elected Los Angeles City
Charter Reform Commission, a 12-year member of the Los Angeles City
Council and a current LAPD Reserve Officer who serves as a member of the
Fugitive Warrant Detail assigned out of Gang and Narcotics Division. You
can contact him atZman8910@aol.com.)
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The Left Turns on U.S.A.

Trump’s Speech Wasn’t
‘Dark’ Enough

he Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to roll out body cameras
for sheriff’s deputies as soon as possible.
Supervisors Sheila Kuehl and Hilda Solis recommended the push.
“Implementation in 2018 is too late,” read their motion, which calls for cameras in the field
“as soon as feasibly possible.”
The Sheriff’s Department initiated a pilot program at four patrol stations in 2014 and has
also allowed deputies to use cameras they purchase on their own. But it has been unable to
settle on equipment and related policies for a broader rollout.
The board asked Sheriff Jim McDonnell to come back with a plan for implementation
within 120 days.
Many questions remain as to policies about when and to whom video footage from the
cameras would be released. Officials and labor leaders in various jurisdictions have struggled
with whether officers should be allowed to review the footage before being interviewed or filing
reports on a use-of-force incident, for example.
McDonnell has said he supports the use of cameras, but has raised issues about the costs of
managing and storing the footage. The cameras will generate an estimated 3,000-5,000 hours
of video per day, according to the Sheriff’s Department.
The first phase of the rollout is estimated to cost $14 million, according to board
documents.

WANT TO GET ELECTED?

By Dennis Prager

O

ne of the many remarkable traits of the progressives is their lack of selfawareness.
This trait was on display last month in the media and Democratic Party’s
characterization of Donald Trump’s acceptance speech — and the entire Republican
National Convention — as “dark.”
For the left to dismiss other Americans as having a dark view of America is
preposterous.
Because no one — not Trump, not the Republican Party, not any conservative — has
nearly as dark a view of America as does the left.
Across the board — from the universities to the media to the Democratic Party — the
left, around the world and in America, has an unremittingly dark view of the United States.
Here’s a brief glimpse.
—Racism “is part of our (American) DNA,” President Barack Obama said in 2015. Is
there anything Trump said in his acceptance speech that is as dark about America as that?
—On July Fourth weekend, Vox published a long column arguing “3 reasons the
American Revolution was a mistake.”
—The most widely read historian in American high schools and colleges, the late leftwing professor Howard Zinn, was asked (by me) whether he thought the United States had
done more good or more bad in the world. “Probably more bad than good,” he answered.

				
*		
*		
*
—The left regularly characterizes the United States as a sexist, intolerant, xenophobic,
homophobic, Islamophobic, racist and bigoted country.
—Our wars are wars for imperialist expansion, driven by material greed.
—The top 1 percent relentlessly exploits the other 99 percent.
—America is rigged against blacks, Hispanics and the 99 percent.
—Cops kill unarmed blacks proportionately more than they kill unarmed whites
because so many cops are racist.
—About 1 in 5 female college students are sexually assaulted on campus.
Is there anything in Trump’s speech that can match any of those left-wing views of the
United States for “darkness”?
Moreover, every one of those leftist critiques of America is false.
Nevertheless, we are in a dark time in America. In fact, Trump didn’t make the case for
America’s darkness nearly effectively enough.
Our universities — outside of the natural sciences — are being destroyed as learning
institutions. They close minds, censor speech and indoctrinate rather than educate.
—Blacks have more anger toward whites and America than at any time since the civil
rights era.
—American students are learning less while being indoctrinated more. They graduate
high school barely able to write a coherent essay with proper sentence structure, grammar
and spelling. But they know all about the existential threat allegedly posed by fossil fuels.
—According to a recent Gallup Poll, fewer young Americans than at any time since
polling began are proud to be Americans.
—A greater percentage of Americans are dependent upon government for their income
and even for food than at any time in American history.
—The American national debt is the highest it has ever been. And it is increasing at a
rate that can only lead to an economic implosion.
—A smaller percentage of Americans are married than at any time in American
history.
—Americans are having fewer children than ever.
—Fewer businesses in proportion to the general population are being started than ever
before.
—Sectors of major American cities are essentially killing zones.
—Fewer Americans than ever before believe in God, go to church or affirm JudeoChristian values, the basic moral code of America’s founding and of Western civilization.
—Only 2 in 10 black children are born to a married mother.
Is that dark enough?

County Ok’s Deputy
Body Cameras
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And the list is only a partial one.
Moreover, every one of those dark facts is the result of left-wing policies, left-wing politicians,
left-wing writers, left-wing professors and the left-wing party, the Democratic Party.
If all Donald Trump did between now and November were to delineate the darkness
created by the left and the Democrats, he could potentially win in a landslide. But, for reasons
that elude me, he won’t, just as no Republican presidential candidate since Ronald Reagan has.
In the same way that Democrats won’t identify America’s international enemy — Islamic terror
— Republicans won’t identify America’s domestic enemy, the left.
And until Republicans do, the darkness won’t recede.
(JWR contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.) ©
2016 Creators Syndicate
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5 Keys to Kindness
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

T

he phrase one another appears 59 times in the New Testament of the Bible as it pertains to how
we ought to treat each other. Forgive one another, love one another, honor one another, live in
harmony with one another, and serve one another— just to name a few.
Two particular instances I’d like to focus on today, due to their timeliness and relevance, are accept and be kind to one another.
First, Romans 15:7 reads, “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order
to bring praise to God.” Acceptance is often quoted in today’s culture. It’s a hot topic, politically
correct, and usually synonymous with “tolerance.” What people usually mean by acceptance and tolerance is that we should approve of everyone’s life choices and behaviors. To “live and let live.” This
mentality instantly shuts down correction or speaking the truth in love, respect, and gentleness (see
Ephesians 4:15, 2 Timothy 3:15-17, and 1 Peter 3:15). Yet we cannot be silent about what we know to
be true from God’s Word.
So what is the biblical definition of “acceptance” as seen in Romans 15:7? To accept is to welcome and invite in. The context of this, which is evident in the next verse, is that Jews and Gentiles are
now one—united for God’s praise and glory—through Jesus Christ. So the Apostle Paul was encouraging all believers to welcome each other. Despite their backgrounds. Despite cultural differences.
Second, Ephesians 4:32 reads, “Be kind and compassionate to one another…” It’s one thing
to accept one another. It’s something else altogether to be kind to someone you disagree with. Some of
us carry past hurts, fears, and stereotypes that only serve as roadblocks and hindrances to us fulfilling
the biblical command of kindness. However, Jesus Christ’s love, grace, and forgiveness enables us to
let down our guard—making unity possible.
Here are five ways we can be kind to one another, which will lead to harmony not only in our
churches, but also the world:
1. Fight first impressions. We like to draw conclusions quickly when we see someone. But we

need to realize that every person we see has been made
in the image of God—no matter how different they are
from us. (See Genesis 1:27 and James 3:9.)
2. Love, don’t label. We’re very good at labeling people. Labels and lazy, and they only
serve to divide us. Choose love instead because love brings unity and peace.
3. Recognize all people have wounds. When I see someone who is racist or mean or angry,
I can’t help but think, Something’s going on in that person’s life—the way he was raised,
something in his home or in his life. There are people all around us who are hurting. Let’s
show understanding, compassion, and grace.
4. Let Scripture be your standard. Mother Teresa lived by the Scripture, “Whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).
In every single detail in this culture and the battles that are being waged, let Scripture be
your guide in your response.
5. Make mercy your message. God is holy, righteous, and merciful. He is also just. God will
bring judgment when He wants to bring judgment. That’s not your job, and it’s not my job.
As James 2:13 reads, “…because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who
has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.”
May God help each of us to apply these keys to kindness in our daily lives, in order to transform the world. May the world take notice and ask why we do the things we do. And may our answer
always be bold when we say: Jesus.
Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDown.com) and the
senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has service times on Saturdays at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm and Sundays at 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 11:30 am. You can connect
with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Do Youth Sports
Own Our Kids?

By: Josh Merrill
Sports Pastor, Shepherd Sports, Shepherd of the Hills Church

I

f your ability to play sports was taken away… who would
you be? It’s a question a lot of athletes would have a tough
time answering. Myself included. I spent years playing sports
at a high level, and how good I was and how I performed started
to define me. My ability to play or perform became my identity.
The avenue of sports is so positive on so many levels.
However, I believe this identity crisis to be one of the biggest
downsides of professional sports. The youth of today watches
and wants to emulate the amazing athletes that grace our playing
fields. But it has gone beyond wanting to jump, throw, and shoot
like these athletes to wanting to be them. Kids are losing their
identity of who God has created them to be.
Sports should be an outlet for kids. A chance for them to be
creative, exercise, learn how to succeed and how to fail. It should
not be who they are or whom they identify as. Are we raising
a generation that needs to identify themselves with something?
It might not be sports, but it is easy to turn a child’s gift or a
parent’s desire into something the child is so consumed with that
they loose who God created them to be.
Sports in our culture are important… but how important
should they be? Are we as parents pushing—making sports more
important than church, school, or people? Let’s enjoy athletics
and all the good they have to offer, but please… Moms, Dads
and Coaches, let our children attach themselves to something
greater than a sport. Our future generation depends on it.



NOT READY TO BE AN OLD TIMER
This adult man,
this senior mister
is laid back and wasting away.
He realizes life is passing him by.
He changes to do on-stage shows.
He puts on his blue vest.
This energizes the speaker.
The ”Congress Of California Seniors”
is on the front and back of the vest.
He becomes a Young Oldie.
He lets people know seniors count.
He sprouts out senior advocacy.
He lets people know seniors care.
He demonstrates creative aging.
He is not ready to be an old timer
and retire to a comfortable chair.
© Norman Molesko, 2016
An Ambassador For Seniors
August, 2016
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LA’s Billion Dollar
Homeless Bond: No
Plan, No Outreach,
No Oversight and …
a ‘NO’ Vote
By Jack Humphreville

O

nce again it is silly season in Los Angeles as our Enlightened
Elite will be blowing smoke in our face, urging us to approve
the proposed offering of up to $1.2 billion bonds over the
next ten years. These funds, along with billions from real estate
developers and other governmental entities, will finance the
construction of an estimated 10,000 units of supportive housing for
LA’s homeless population.
But this well intentioned measure that will be on the November
ballot does not deserve our support.
For openers, the City does not have the necessary management
expertise, organizational capabilities, or experienced personnel to
manage such a complex program. This is because social services
are the responsibility of the County which has dropped the ball in
caring for the homeless population that numbers around 45,000
persons (less than 0.5% of the County’s population).
Furthermore, the City does not have a well thought out plan
to implement this ambitious multi-billion dollar endeavor. How
does the City propose to work with real estate developers and other
government entities to raise billions needed to complete the build out
of 10,000 housing units? How does the City intend to work with
County and the State, each of whom have their own ideas about
how to address the homeless issue? How does the City propose
to pay for the necessary services that the homeless require since
the City is prohibited by law from financing these day to day
expenses with bond money? And how will the City develop a
team of qualified individuals to implement this program in an
efficient manner?
There is also inadequate oversight of this multi-billion
dollar build out that involves numerous real estate developers,
many of whom already have close relationships with our elected
officials.   The City is proposing to establish by ordinance a
Citizens Oversight Committee where its seven members will
be appointed by the Mayor and City Council. But will this
Committee be independent of the Mayor and the City Council?
And will it have the necessary expertise, resources, and authority
to monitor and control the effectiveness of this program?
In developing this $1.2 billion bond measure, the City
Council failed to solicit input from the Neighborhood Councils
and the public, unlike the process involving the reform of
Department of Water and Power that will be on the November
ballot and DWP’s $1 billion rate increase.
		

*		

*		

Show Me the Money! Who’s
Behind California’s 17
Ballot Initiatives
By Bret Hendry

W

ant to know who has the most to gain/lose in politics? Follow the money. MapLight has done that for us on
California’s ballot measures. Who’s ‘for’ the legalization of pot? Who’s against it? Keep reading.
1 — There are 17 measures that have qualified for California’s November ballot, covering everything from
death and taxes to sex, drugs, and guns.
2 — Initiative campaigns have already raised about $185 million.
3 — The biggest spender so far is the pharmaceutical industry. It has contributed $70 million — or 38 percent of
all the money raised for ballot measures so far — to fight Proposition 61, which would limit the prices state agencies
pay for prescription drugs.
4 — Unions, school administrators, and the California Association of Hospitals and Health Systems have given
$19 million to the campaign for Proposition 55, which would extend an income tax increase on people earning more
than $250,000 a year.
5 — Tom Steyer, a billionaire and possible Democratic contender for governor in 2018, has contributed $1 million
to support Proposition 56. The measure would increase the cigarette tax by $2 per pack.
6 — Some big names in Silicon Valley, including Netflix CEO Reed Hastings, Paul Graham of Y Combinator, and
Marc Benioff of Salesforce have given money to support Proposition 62, a measure that would repeal the death penalty
and replace it with life in prison without the possibility of parole.
7 — A competing measure, Proposition 66 is aimed at eliminating delays in carrying out the death penalty by
imposing time limits on legal reviews of capital convictions. It has the support of law enforcement groups.
8 — Supporters of Proposition 64, a measure to legalize marijuana, have raised over $7 million. Napster founder
Sean Parker has contributed about $2.8 million.
9 — The committee opposed to legalizing pot, the Coalition for Responsible Drug Policies, Sponsored by
California Public Safety Institute, has raised $141,000.
10 — A measure requiring actors in adult films to wear condoms, Proposition 60, has raised more than $1.6
million from its only financial supporter, the AIDS Healthcare Foundation.
(Bret Hendry is the Communications Manager at MapLight.)
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The City proposes to service the $1.2 billion of bonds by
imposing a new tax on our property. But this tax, which starts
off at $6 million a year and peaks at $100 million in 2028, is not
necessary because the debt service (principal and interest) may
be financed by a small percentage of the projected increase in
the City’s General Fund revenues.
Over the next 30 years, the average annual debt service
is $60 million and equals 3.5% of the increase in the City’s tax
revenues.  
This leads to the question that if the Mayor and City
Council believe that the homeless issue is so important, why
not make it a budget priority? This contrasts with the City
authorizing a $200 million giveaway for the Grand Avenue Hotel
or approving a $125 million a year wage and benefit increase for
the City’s civilian unions.
The City has also refused to address its Structural Deficit,
its annual budget, and its finances.  The Mayor and City Council
have ignored the recommendations of the LA 2020 Commission
to establish an Office of Transparency and Accountability to
oversee the City’s finances, to develop a multiyear budget, and to
form a Commission on Retirement Security to review the City’s
seriously underfunded pension plans. It has also not developed
a plan to repair and maintain our lunar cratered streets or to
benchmark the efficiency of the City’s operations.
Simply stated, Mayor Garcetti and the Herb Wesson led
City Council do not want our City to Live Within Its Means.  
The proposed $1.2 billion bond proposal is just another
attempt by our Elected Elite to throw money at a problem based
on the premise that we, the voters, should trust them to spend
our hard earned dough efficiently.
But with no organization and management, no plan, no
oversight, no outreach, no respect for our wallets, and no budget
reform, the measure to authorize $1.2 billion in bonds to fund
the City’s homeless initiative deserves a NO vote in November.
The following is the city’s proposed ballot language.
HOMELESSNESS REDUCTION AND PREVENTION,
HOUSING, AND FACILITIES BOND.
To provide safe, clean affordable housing for the homeless
and for those in danger of becoming homeless, such as battered
women and their children, veterans, seniors, foster youth, and
the disabled; and provide facilities to increase access to mental
health care, drug and alcohol treatment, and other services;
shall the City of Los Angeles issue $1,200,000,000 in general
obligation bonds, with citizen oversight and annual financial
audits?
August, 2016

A school with exceptional scores is just part of the allure. The proof: Porter Ranch Community School recently
received a CORE score of 99/100 and ranks as one of the Top 5 Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD)
Elementary Schools*. Also at a high level are the gated hillside villages of Porter Ranch overlooking sweeping
mountain vistas and breathtaking city lights, creating an awe-inspiring backdrop for modern living. Ideally located
and priced from the low $600,000s to the $1.4 millions, Porter Ranch is luxury living in the hills of Los Angeles.
Call 844-790-5263 or visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com.

SEVILLE AT ALDEA
Luxury townhomes
from the low $600,000s

GLEN AT AV IL A
Luxury single-family homes
from the low $900,000s

B LUF F S AT B ELL A VIS TA
Luxury single-family homes
from the $1.1 millions

PALISADES AT WESTC LIFFE
Luxury single-family homes
from the $1.3 millions

Nearby community in Chatsworth, Canyon Oaks - Luxury single-family
homes offering large single-story and two-story floor plans with first
floor master suites from the $1.4 millions on expansive home sites.
Visit LiveAtCanyonOaks.com
Open daily from 11 am–6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers welcome. Photos are images only and should
not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770. *According to the 2016 LA
School Report. CORE is the California Office of Reform Education.
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Few in the West Are Serious
About Islamic Terror

By Dennis Prager
t appears that no matter how many men, women and children Islamists slaughter
or maim, few in the West take Islamic terror seriously. This may sound odd, given
how much talk there is about terror, but a compelling case can be made for this
f you’re young and just getting started in life, do you want to own your own house, drive your
assertion.
own car, and pay for your own food and health care? Or do you want to live with your parents
1) The Western elites
as long as possible, and later, after you’ve left the nest, still have someone else help pay for your
The elites of the Western world are far more preoccupied with — and fearful of — food, your car, your health care and other necessities? Today, vast numbers of young Americans
global warming than Islamic terror. They regard those who believe that Islamic terror count themselves among the latter group. They’d rather have other people pay for their lives than
is the greatest threat to civilization as not merely wrong but bigots. They have labeled support themselves. In short, they believe in socialism. Dennis Prager explains that socialism not only
such people Islamophobes, but of course, there is no such thing as a carbon-phobe or creates poverty—it actually makes you selfish. It teaches you to want more and more and more of
fossil fuel-phobe.
other people’s things, and to see those things as entitlements. Meanwhile, capitalism teaches people
2) Universities
to earn money by working hard, while also giving to others. So, which works better: capitalism or
The universities of the Western world not only do not identify Muslim terrorists or socialism?
Muslim terror organizations as Muslim but also teach students the falsehood that there
is no moral difference between Islam and Christianity or Judaism. This has helped
New Horizons Annual Walk-A-Thon
leave the West incapable of dealing with the root cause of Islamic terror — some of the
ew Horizons in coordination with Anheuser Busch invites the public to Walk On The Horizon,
teachings and practices of Islam.
Saturday, August 27, Walk-A-Thon: 8:30 am to 11:00 am and Family Day Celebration: 11:00
Of course, there are vast numbers of peaceful Muslims; and the great majority of
am
to 2:00 pm at Anheuser Busch, 15800 Roscoe Blvd. in Van Nuys. The annual walk-a-thon event
American-born Muslims are just like their Protestant, Catholic and Jewish neighbors.
helps
raise much needed funds that benefit programs and services for individuals with disabilities. A
But to deny that there is something Muslim about the theology of the Muslims who
suggested
donation of $35 gives families the opportunity to form teams and fundraise with New
commit atrocities against “infidels” is to deny one of the most important truths about
Islamic terror. And it therefore prevents the only solution to Muslim violence — a Horizons’ special Mobile Cause website. Participants will receive an exclusive invitation to attend a
reformation of Islam, starting with overthrowing its ideal of a Shariah-based society Family Day Celebration immediately following the walk featuring music, entertainment, a
and then moving to Muslim views of women, of non-Muslims and of Muslims who Clydesdales parade, a classic car show, tours of the Anheuser Busch. Go to www.newhorizons-sfv.
org or call (818) 221-0651.
convert out of Islam.
3) Apple and other Silicon Valley giants
The business giants of the Silicon Valley are united in weakening Western
civilization’s ability to fight Islamic terror. The heads of Apple, for example, are on the
verge of making it impossible for anyone, even Apple itself, to ever be able to open an
iPhone. The tech company refused to unlock the iPhone used by Syed Rizwan Farook,
the husband of the married team of San Bernardino terrorists, to see whether he had
accomplices — even though Farook was not the phone’s owner and his employer, San
Bernardino County, owned the phone and wanted it unlocked.
In other words, Apple’s position is that even if it could prevent another massacre
of Americans by unlocking a terrorist’s iPhone, it would not do so. The position was
supported by virtually every major Silicon Valley company.
In The Wall Street Journal, former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, no
conservative, recently wrote this about the tech companies and terrorism:
“In the future, phones will be designed to prevent even Apple from opening them,
just as the makers of some messaging services have already done. Such a move would
be an unprecedented rejection of public authority and a potentially catastrophic blow
to public safety. The prospect of criminals and terrorists communicating with phones
beyond the reach of government search warrants should send a shiver down the spine
of every citizen.
“Google, Facebook, Snapchat and WhatsApp are all working to increase encryption
in ways that will make it impossible for the courts and law-enforcement officials to
obtain their users’ data.”
4) Barack Obama
The American government under its president, Barack Obama, does not call
Islamic violence “Islamic violence.” Rather, it’s “violent extremism.” This began
in 2009, when the Obama administration declared the massacre of 12 soldiers
and a civilian by “Allahu akbar” -shouting Nidal Hasan at Fort Hood “workplace
violence.” It continues. You’d think that after two massacres in Paris, another in
Brussels and another in Nice in just the past 18 months, the administration would
change its terminology to comport with the facts. But it hasn’t. Islamic violence is, to
the American government, still “violent extremism.”
5) Hillary Clinton
Hillary Clinton, the Democratic nominee for president of the United States, has
called for the U.S. to accept 65,000 Muslims from the Middle East. That’s six times
more than President Obama has called for. She says they would be vetted — a laughable
notion. How do you “vet” 65,000 Syrians and Iraqis?
Do we ask them, “Do you want to kill Americans?” “Do you favor killing Muslims
 Open 7 days a week
who leave Islam?” “Will you kill your daughter if she dates a man you don’t approve
of?” “Do you want Israel to be destroyed?”
 Low Pricing!
6) The European Union
 Locker to Garage Sizes
Even more extreme than Hillary Clinton’s call for 65,000 Middle Eastern Muslims,
Angela Merkel, the chancellor of Germany, announced last year that Germany will
 Moving Supplies Available
accept more than 800,000 more Muslims into its borders — and, by extension, to
virtually all European Union countries.
 Several Payment Options
There are already about 20 million Muslims in the EU, a significant percentage of
whom do not assimilate and reject Western liberal values, and among the latter, a small
 Insurance available
but significant number are what we call radicalized.
Despite this, the leader of the most powerful country in Europe calls for nearly a
million more Muslims from the most radicalized Muslim region in the world — the
Middle East.
It is inconceivable that this situation will long endure. Most people in the West do
not share its elites’ broken moral compass.
(JWR contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los
Angeles.)
August, 2016
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CityWatch

Can LA Survive a 10% Sales Tax?
By Jack Humphreville

O

n June 23, the politicians on the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Board voted to place on the November ballot the “Los
Angeles County Traffic Improvement Plan” which, if approved by two-thirds of the
voters, will increase our sales tax by a half cent to 9½%, one of the highest rates in the
country.  
The Supervisors also decided to make this a permanent increase, eliminating the 40
year time horizon that was an integral part of the previous proposal in March.  
This ballot measure will also make permanent the Measure R half cent tax
increase that County voters approved in 2008, eliminating the 2039 sunset provision.
Interestingly, in 2012, the County’s voters did not approve extending this tax for
another 30 years until 2069.
If this measure is approved, it will increase Metro’s tax revenue over the next 40
years by $120 billion to an estimated $300 billion. These funds will be used to subsidize
Metro’s money losing operations, fund its pensions, and finance its very ambitious, debt
fueled capital expenditure program that will burden future generations of Angelenos.    
But this appears to be just the beginning of our Enlighten Elite’s efforts to raise our
taxes to astronomical levels.
In all likelihood, once Janice Hahn (who never met a tax or rate increase she did not
like) is elected to the Board, the Supervisors will approve placing on the ballot a quarter
of cent increase in the sales tax to fund the County’s homeless initiatives.  
Of course, our Elected Elite will tell us that this new homeless tax will be offset by
the expiration on December 31, 2016 of the quarter of a cent sales tax under the terms of
Proposition 30 that was approved by 55% of California voters in November 2012.
Our City is also on the sales tax bandwagon.
				
*		
*		
*
In 2013, the Herb Wesson led City Council placed on the ballot Proposition A, a
permanent half cent increase in our sales tax to finance City services.  Despite City Hall’s
well-financed campaign and threats by Mayor Villaraigosa and Police Chief Charlie Beck
to lay off cops, 55% of the voters rejected this tax increase.  
Interestingly, mayoral candidate Eric Garcetti opposed Proposition A because he
said that Angelenos were already paying their fair share and could not afford another
hit to their wallets. Yet now, as Mayor and a member of the Metro Board, Eric is an
enthusiastic backer of this new tax that will cost County taxpayers an estimated $850
million next year.
In 2014, the City considered placing on the November ballot another half cent
bump in the sales tax to finance the $4.5 billion plan to repair and maintain our lunar
cratered streets. But the Save Our Streets – LA proposal never made it to the ballot
because City Hall realized that skeptical voters would have trashed this measure,
especially after they were made privy to Controller Ron Galperin’s critical audit of the
Department of Street Services.
Garcetti and the Herb Wesson led City Council are cooking up numerous schemes
to raise taxes so they can throw money at problems rather than figuring out how they can
make the City operations more efficient.  
We are hearing chatter about the City’s infrastructure needs, ranging from
streets and sidewalks to stormwater and urban runoff.    There are discussions about
budget busting increases in the size of the City’s work force by hiring 5,000 new civilian
employees. And the City and the County need to address their unsustainable pension
plans that have a combined unfunded pension liability of at least $70 billion (almost
$10,000 for every Angeleno).   
With all of these “needs,” a 10% sales tax might be considered a bargain by
our elected officials.   
Before we consider approving the Metro’s half cent increase in our sales tax, the
City $1.2 billion bond issue for the homeless, and the County $100 million parcel tax for
its parks, we must demand that the City and the County develop a long range operational
and financial plan that outlines the total burden they want us to bear.  The City should
also implement the recommendations of the LA 2020 Commission to implement multiyear
budgeting, to establish an Office of Transparency and Accountability to oversee the City’s
fragile finances, and to form a Commission on Retirement Security to develop information
and solutions to our unsustainable pensions.  
Until then, these ballot measures deserve a NO vote.

Home Sales Up

S

ales of existing homes in Los Angeles County increased 1.2 percent in June compared to the
same time a year ago, even as prices climbed, according to a report released by the California
Association of Realtors.
CAR figures show that sales countywide were up 6.9 percent between May and June in Los
Angeles County, dovetailing with a statewide surge in sales of existing single-family dwellings.
More than 450,000 properties were sold in June - a 10 percent month-to-month jump in
sales throughout California, according to the data.
The statewide median home price in June was $519,440 - 5.5 percent more than a year
before, according to CAR. In Los Angeles County, the median home price was $502,190,
compared to $467,290 in May and $473,290 in June 2015.
The median represents the point at which half of homes sell above a price, and the other
half below it.
“The annual gain in the median home price is being driven by more sales at the midsegment housing market, which comprise at least half of the overall demand,” said CAR Chief
Economist Leslie Appleton-Young.
She said price growth was “cooling” in some spots, including the San Francisco
metropolitan area.
According to CAR’s Unsold Inventory Index for June, a home in California was on the
market an average 27 days before it sold. In Los Angeles County, it was about 39 days, compared
to 50.5 days in Orange County.

SUMMER

Dynamic and engaging
summer learning
experiences for
grades 1-12

And this Note: These City and County tax proposals are in addition to the State ballot
measures involving the issuance of $9 billion in school construction bonds, an additional
$1 billion tax on cigarettes, and the 12 year extension of Proposition 30’s “temporary”
multibillion dollar “soak the rich” income tax.  

2016

Online Registration Now Open
www.chaminade.org/centerforexcellence

Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council Opening

PRNC Board Members (left to right): Alex Kim, Mel Mitchell, Cindy Lee, Susan
Gorman-Chang, Jennifer Milbauer, Becky Leveque, Cheri Derohanian, Gabriel
Khanlian (Secretary), Eric Nam, Issam Najm (President).

T

he Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council just completed an election and the newly
elected Board Members were sworn in at the July 13 meeting by Kevin Taylor from
the Mayor’s Office. We invite you to come to our next meeting and get to know them,
ask questions and let them know your opinion about issues in Porter Ranch.
You may even want to join us! We currently have an opening on the Board which
stakeholders are invited to apply for. Interested individuals should visit http://www.prnc.
org/vacancy and complete and submit the Vacancy Application Form as soon as possible.
Completed applications will be distributed to Board Members for review in advance
of our next meeting on August 10. Applicants should plan to present themselves at the
meeting. The location of the meeting will be announced in advance of the meeting.
August, 2016
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Is This Sodom 2016? The City
of Los Angeles Falls to #60
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By Richard Lee Abrams

fter a decade and half of corruption, the City of Los Angeles continues to decline.
The relationship between corruption and urban decay is one of the oldest stories in
western civilization, and yet, it is also the most current.
Corruption Leads to Destruction--Genesis and rabbinic tradition instruct us that
injustice, abuse of the poor, and corrupt leaders destroy society. Sodom was ruled by four
judges: Liar, Habitual Liar, Deceiver, and Perverter of the Law. Through a variety of ploys,
the rulers of Sodom stole the wealth of others especially of the poor and strangers who had
no friends to protect them.
It has been reported that Sodom’s rulers destroyed the homes of the poor and then
charged the people of Sodom billions of dollars to build homes for the poor, except they built
luxury homes for the wealthy while the poor languished in the streets of Sodom. Oh, no…
wait. That wasn’t Sodom. That’s Los Angeles under the reign of Garcetti.
Just as the rulers of Sodom were smug in their complacency believing that no one would
disturb them in their wealth, the city councilmembers and mayor are confident that no one
will hold them accountable. Certainly not the district attorney who sees nothing wrong with
the massive vote trading scheme which has dominated the City Council since Garcetti became City Council President in
2006.
One of the worse cruelties of the Garcetti Administration has been the intentional and systematic destruction of the
homes of the poor. Surely, the destruction of over 20,000 rent-controlled apartments -- throwing the elderly, the disabled
and poor into the streets -- is a measure which would make the rulers green with envy.
As CityWatch recently reported, one of Garcetti’s planning commissioners revealed the purpose behind destroying
the homes of the poor: to make the Metro system more profitable.
Why does Garcetti want an expanded Metro system? It has nothing to do with improving transportation but rather
with getting people to tax themselves another $120 billion which will be given to the campaign supporters of Garcetti and
the elected officials in Los Angeles.
Destroying the homes of the poor swells the ranks of the homeless so that the same politicos who have destroyed poor
people’s homes can pretend to come to their rescue. Here’s Garcetti’s plan in a nutshell: Destroy a poor person’s home, give
a million dollars to a billionaire.
The Absolute Right of Councilmembers to Steal--Los Angeles City Councilmembers have this absolute right to steal
because they’ve made their Faustian deal with each other: “I will never vote against a project in your district, if you never
vote against a project in my district.” In 2006, Penal Code § 86 criminalized vote trading by councilmembers as a form of
bribery. The votes of other councilmembers may not be purchased by cash or by another councilmember’s vote.
This unlawful vote trading pact has been a form of “Mutual Bribery,” by which the City Councilmembers approve
each and every construction project UNANIMOUSLY -- over 99.9% of the time. What does the City Attorney say about
Mutual Bribery?
“ . . . City Council’s unanimously agree[ing] 99% of the time . . . Does not give rise to a reasonable inference that
a Councilmember ‘gives, or offers or promises to give, any official vote in consideration that ...another member of the
legislative body ...shall give this vote either upon the same or another question.’ (Penal Code, § 86.)” Thus, sayeth the City
Attorney.
Really? Ten thousand consecutive unanimous votes in a 15-member city council does not give rise to an “inference” of
vote trading?   
If you went to Vegas and the House won 10,000 times in a row, would you pretend that it was just the luck of the draw?
If a casino’s tables won every hand for just one day, does anyone think that the Nevada Gaming Commission would allow
that casino to operate the next day?
Yet, the District Attorney has allowed these types of astronomical odds to rule LA City Council for ten years while
accepting the absurd explanation that the unanimous votes are just the luck of the draw.
As the judges of Sodom learned and the rulers of Los Angeles are discovering, some laws come with built-in penalties.
Retribution for corruption tends to be slow, but it is devastating. People move away from Los Angeles, making the city
poorer and poorer day by day.
Before Garcetti was first elected to the LA City Council in 2001, Los Angeles was one of the nation’s premier cities.
In less than a decade, Garcetti destroyed his own council district in Hollywood so much so that, between 2000 and 2010,
Hollywood’s population dropped by 12,596 people.
Los Angeles’ Brain Drain --Furthermore, recent data shows that Los Angeles as a whole has suffered greatly due to
the corruption in Garcetti’s City Hall. The most important segment of a city’s work force is its “professional and business
services section.” This portion of the population is crucial not only for the wealth it adds to the city; it’s also the bell
weather of a city’s future.
As noted by Joel Kotkin and Michael Shires in their July 22, 2016 article in NewGeography.com, “In many ways, the
business and professional service sector may be the best indicator of future U.S. economic growth.”
As the name implies, “professional and business services” are dependent upon a strong economy with a growing
business section. A city that does not attract the “professional and business services” sector is a city in decline.
Los Angeles has fallen to Number 60 among U.S. cities for attracting the “professional and business services” sector
of the work force. These workers are the stable middle and upper-middle class. They are the classes that can afford to pay
taxes; they also have enough education and jobs skills to move to a less toxic municipal environment.
It is no mystery why a pathologically corrupt City Hall drives away businesses and the city’s more productive
people.
“Los Angeles is barely treading water while the rest of the world is moving forward. We risk falling further behind
in adapting to the realities of the 21st century and becoming a City in decline. For too many years we have failed to
cultivate and build on our human and economic strengths, while evading the hard choices concerning local government
and municipal finance presented by this new century.” -- December 2013, 2020 Commission, “A Time for Truth.”
When the rulers expropriate a city’s wealth for themselves and their cronies, the streets are not repaired, the sidewalks
are not fixed and water mains constantly burst. Los Angeles has fewer parks than any large city and its traffic congestion
has become the worst not only in America but also in all of Europe. Businesses look at the long-term when deciding
whether to stay or leave Los Angeles. Increasingly, businesses are finding that they should get out while they can.
Businesses Move Away from Corruption--Likewise, when businesses consider where to re-locate, they look at the
long-term. When they look at Los Angeles, they see a city which has shot itself in the foot when it comes to obtaining
federal money. Is anyone surprised that after Garcetti stole the Promise Zone money from South Central and gave it to his
developer buddies in Hollywood, that the Obama Administration skipped Los Angeles when giving out its transportation
grants?     San Gabriel Valley Tribune, 07/11/1, Southern California Gets a Big, Fat $0 from Feds for Freight, Road
Improvements.
Businesses look at Los Angeles and see our possible future: (1) Continued decaying infrastructure as more and more
money is drained from the city treasury and diverted to developers; (2) huge tax increases that will be needed to pay to
rehabilitate our infrastructure.
Businesses see that the City is incurring billions upon billions of dollars in debt that they, the business leaders, will
have to repay. The only people who can avoid paying their share are the developers who form LLCs and LLPs in order
to receive their influx of cash from the City and then BK their “collapsible” LLCs and LLPs. No rational businessman
willingly remains in such a morass of corruption.
We Angelenos need to ponder the fact that LA has fallen to #60 in attracting the “professional and business services”
sector of the work force. Can you even name 60 other U.S. cities? That’s how far down the list Los Angeles has fallen. If our
City was an American Ninja Warrior, we wouldn’t even advance to the next round.
“Power corrupts and corruption destroys.” – GOD, Genesis 18 (more or less.)
( Abrams views are his own.)
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LOCAL Events
Valley Performing Arts Center

Following the success of the record-breaking and celebratory Fifth
Anniversary Season that included eleven shows, sold to capacity, the awardwinning 1,700-seat Valley Performing Arts Center will present a unique mix
of musical theater, jazz, world, Latin, orchestral and classical music, dance,
and family attractions for its 2016-17 Season that will open on September
30, 2016 and run through May 13, 2017. Single tickets are on sale now
at ValleyPerformingArtsCenter.org or by calling (818) 677-3000. Valley
Performing Arts Center is located on the campus of California State University,
Northridge (CSUN), 18111 Nordhoff Street Northridge, at 8the corner of
Nordhoff and Lindley. During VPAC’s last season, many attractions sold out,
so we recommend buying tickets as soon as they go on sale.

New Instant Toddler Center

Temple Ahavat Shalom, Northridge, has opened their Infant Toddler
Center, the only licensed Jewish childcare program for babies and toddlers six
weeks and up, in the North Valley.
The developmental and inclusive philosophy of the program supports each
child’s individual needs through every stage of social and emotional growth, in
addition to encouraging language and cognitive development.
As children transition from infant to toddler and toddler to preschooler,
the whole family becomes part of the Temple community.
For more information, contact director Tessa Cramer at 818-360-2258.

National Night Out and a Movie Under the Stars

Councilmember Englander is a proud partner with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Devonshire Division to present a Movie Under the Stars
for National Night Out, “America’s Night Out Against Crime.” Every first
Tuesday in August is a national celebration to promote police-community
partnerships, crime prevention, and neighborhood camaraderie. We encourage
you to bring picnic baskets, blankets and chairs. The summer movie series
continues on August 2 with Star Wars; The Force Awakens at Northridge Park,
18300 Lemarsh St. Event begins at 7:00 pm and movie will begin at nightfall
(approximately 8:00 PM). Admission is free, and popcorn and children’s
activities will also be available at no charge. Join Councilmember Englander
for a great night of family fun! For more information call (818) 882-1212.

LAPD Devonshire.  North Valley Family YMCA Senior Spectacular Wellness and Resource EXPO

North Valley Family YMCA

North Valley Family YMCA, in partnership with Kaiser Permanente, Paul Davis & Alberta
Bellisario Insurance Service, and the Lions Club, is hosting a one day celebration focusing on resources
available in the community for our Senior residents. There will be on-site health screenings, interactive
booths, informative presentations and healthy snacks provided by Veggie Grill. All community
members are welcome, Thursday, August 18 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at 11336 Corbin Ave. in Porter
Ranch. For more information call (818) 271-5067 or email chelseagood@ymcala.org.

Farmers and Charmers Square Dancing

Come alone or bring your friends and friends to free square dance lessons, Sunday evenings
now through August 28, Square Dancing 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Western Line Dancing 7:00 pm to
7:30 pm at the Wilkinson Center, 8956 Vanalden Ave in Northridge. For more information call (818)
996-0974 or go towww.farmersandcharmers.com

Santa Susana Pass Summer Sunset Hikes

The Summer Sunset Hike, Saturday, August 20 at 6:00 pm, Lilac Lane Entrance, is a popular
two hour, easy to moderate level hike that will take you to the perfect destination to grab a bite to
eat while enjoying a view of the San Fernando Valley, all while learning interesting facts about the
park. To get to Lilac Lane Trail Head: Take Topanga Canyon Boulevard north, and just past Stoney
Point is the Santa Susana Pass Road. Turn left. After the Rocky Peak exit off the 118 Freeway, turn
left on Lilac Lane. Drive a short way and look to your left for a large dirt parking lot with a State
Parks wooden kiosk. Park in the dirt parking lot and meet at the kiosk. For more information, call
(818) 784-4849 or email Santasusana@parks.ca.gov. Please do not park on the street.

San Fernando Valley Youth Chorus

The San Fernando Valley Youth Chorus, under the musical direction of Amy Rolniak, invites
youngsters in grades 2-12 to participate in the Fall Season of the Chorus. Registration, orientation
and vocal placement will take place on August 21 at 2:00, in Canoga Park/West Hills. Contact
valleyyouthchorus@gmail.com, or call 818-895-7071. For more information, visit the website
at www.valleyyouthchorus.org.

2016 – 17 Season

San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission

As temperatures continue to rise this summer season, it is crucial that
we help keep our chronically homeless neighbors safe and hydrated. The
San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission is collecting cases of bottled water
for their Rescue Survival Outreach Services (Rescue SOS) program.
Cases of water can be brought to the San Fernando Valley Rescue
Mission throughout the summer. Donation hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. Community members are also encouraged to
keep water bottles in their car to hand out to those in need.   San Fernando
Valley Rescue Mission is located at 8756 Canby Ave. in Northridge
For more information, call (818) 785-4476 or go to www.sfvrescuemission.org.
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Philharmonia Orchestra, London
Esa-Pekka Salonen
Principal Conductor & Artistic Director
Beethoven Symphony No. 3
Sibelius Symphony No. 5

LAPD Devonshire PALS School Supply Collection

LAPD Devonshire Pals have a mission to give youth a brighter
tomorrow. Join them this summer for a variety of events and classes
including bingo, dance classes, Tae Kwon Do and more. In celebration
of annual PALS Water World Day a trip will be taken to cool down
and splash at the Northridge Park Pool. All ages 7-17 are welcome.
Back to School is just around the corner and we are collecting supplies to
send PALS kids back to class with everything they need. School supplies will be
collected until August 8, Mondays through Thursdays from1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.
For more information go to http://devonshire-pals.org/youth-programs/pals/

10.5.16

Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
New Work by
Cherice Barton
(VPAC original)

SCAQMD Public Hearing on the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

The Hearing Board of the South Coast Air Quality Management District
(SCAQMD) will hold a public hearing on Saturday, Aug.6 at 9:00 am at the
California State University Northridge - Plaza del Sol Concert Hall, 18111
Nordhoff St. This meeting will discuss the status of compliance with conditions in
the Order for Abatement issued on January 23, 2016 by the Hearing Board against
Southern California Gas Company for a natural gas leak at its Aliso Canyon
storage site near Porter Ranch. For more information, call (909) 396-2432, email
at dalatorre@aqmd.gov or [www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/alisocanyon-update]. Complimentary parking for Plaza del Sol is located in the G3
parking structure or G3 lot.Please stop at the information booth at Nordhoff &
Lindley or Prairie & Zelzah to pick up a free parking pass.   

3.3.17

Jazz at Lincoln
Center Orchestra with
Wynton Marsalis
Special Appearance by
CSUN Jazz “A” Band
(Gala Event)

Serj Tankian
performing with CSUN Symphony
Elect the Dead & Orca Symphony
Composed by Serj Tankian
(VPAC original)

10.8.16

11.10.16

Wilkinson’s Senior Center Presentation

Tyne Daly
in Jerry Herman’s
DEAR WORLD
Directed by David Lee
Musical Director,
Darryl Archibald
(VPAC original)

The Wilkinson’s Senior Center and Brandman Centers for Senior Care
are hosting a Healthy Snacks for Hydration informational presentation on
Monday, August 8, 11:30 am at 8956 Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. The event
will include information on healthcare, medical services, nutritional counseling
and meals, and more. For more information, call (818) 756-7741.

9.30.16

Porter Ranch Book Discussion Group

The Porter Ranch book discussion group meets the first Saturday of every
month to share thoughts and have a lively discussion. Our next book is Casualties by
Elizabeth Marro. Author Elizabeth Marro will be joining the next book club
meeting on Aug. 6 at 10:00 am. Refreshments will be served. The library is located
at 11371 Tampa Ave. For more information call (818) 360-5706.

HeArts and Crafts Fair

The Crafters of Sunland/Tunjunga are presenting a large scale Craft
Fair, Saturday, August 13, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Granada Hills Baptist
Church, 10949 Zelzah Ave. This event will feature close to 70 vendors with
handmade craft items, a bake sale, jewelry makers, paper crafts and more.
There will be inside and outside vendors. This event is free to the public. For
more information email rima@granadahillsbaptist.org.

LAPD Blood Drive

Join the LAPD Devonshire Division and the American Red Cross in
their blood drive on Wednesday, Aug. 17, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Every little
bit counts, so help prevent a summer shortage by donating. Bloodmobile will
be parked on Etiwanda Ave., 10250 Etiwanda Ave. Northridge. For more
information call (818) 832-0827 or email 31373@lapd.lacity.org. To schedule an
appointment please visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code:
August, 2016

Lila Downs
with Monsieur Periné
4.22.17
John Ono Lennon
The Fab Faux
Celebrate A Life in Songs
11.5.16
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#1 in California,
#1 in America,
47 Locations
to Serve
You!

NATIONAL
SALE &Clearance

ENTER TO WIN A TRIP TO THE...

iHeartRadio MUSIC FESTIVAL!
Round Trip
Airfare for 2 to

Las Vegas

3 Days/
2 Nights

2 Tickets to

Friday and Saturday
Night Festival and
Saturday Village Festival.

Hotel Stay

Enter to win at any of our participating locations. See sales associate for details.
NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740

NOW
HIRING!

Sales Associates
www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

LONG BEACH
West of the 605
in Long Beach
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave,
Murrieta, CA 92562
951-894-7988

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
HAWTHORNE
1810 S Broadway
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit Los Angeles, CA 90015
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
213-745-2980
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

OXNARD
Located in the Market
Place at Oxnard
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
714-558-5300
SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across From Sam’s Club
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and
equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be
required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional
purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and
only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other
balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.
††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo
purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts:
Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty,
delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many
times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the
right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination
of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else.
Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2016 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: July 19, 2016. Expires: August 1, 2016.
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