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It's been a wonderful and special 11 years for the Valley Voice, but we couldn't have done 
it without you, our loyal readers, and our advertisers, that make our national award 
winning publication possible.

As we enter into our 12th year, and the Chanukah-Chritsmas season once again, our staff 
and scores of contributors, would like to extend warm wishes to you and yours. Please make 
the most of the holiday, as we look forward to continuing our coverage in the Valley, and 
especially Porter Ranch, the city's best, finest, newest community (and its top scoring public 
schools).

Signing off with all good wishes to you and your family for health and happiness throughout the 
coming year. The magic of the holidays never ends, and its greatest of gifts are family and friends.

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! Goodwill to all, and peace on Earth!

We proudly "stand" for the Stars and Stripes, 
The Reiter Family
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Life
Way
Luxury

Where modern

is a
of

Open daily: 10 am–5 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers 
welcome. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not 
an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770

From the $1.3 Millions  |  818-341-0200

New modern architecture offering two- and three-story homes with up to 5,400 sq. ft.   
Cascades is in the guard-gated village of Westcliffe, set on spectacular home sites  

within Porter Ranch that overlook sweeping mountain and city light views.

Models Now Open!  
LiveAtCascades.com

Housing Supply Low
The supply of new housing in the city and county of Los 

Angeles hasn’t kept pace with population and job 
growth, a problem that is common among most major 

municipalities, according to a report released by the RentHop 
web platform.
 The housing search engine took a look at building 
permits, population and rent growth between 2010 and 2016 
for the top 30 counties in the country, and defined the level 
of ``housing tightness’’ in a county as the ratio of population 
growth to building permits (pop/permit).
 According to the report, Los Angeles County has a pop-
permit ratio of 3.3, which is 14th highest, with Sacramento 
having the highest ratio at 7.4. Only three counties had 
a negative ratio, illustrating that the problem of slow 
construction is a nationwide trend.
 ``It is no secret that population growth has a huge impact 
on housing, and when supply does not meet demand, the 
housing prices go up,’’ the report says. ``Across the top 30 
counties in the U.S., the number of population has been on 
the rise (except for Wayne County, Detroit), and yet housing 
supply is not meeting the growth.’’
 The site also took a ``deep dive’’ look at the city of Los 
Angeles, which it said had one of the ``cleanest building 
permit data’’ of any city, and found that most of the residential 
inventory built since 2013 was in the downtown area.
 ``While this building of new luxury inventory might 
not be affordable to most people in the area, it does put 
level of downwards pressure on nearby older buildings,’’ 
the report says.
 City leaders have known for some time that L.A. has not 
been building enough housing and that it has contributed to the 
skyrocketing cost of rent and land. Mayor Eric Garcetti and 
the City Council have supported a number of measures aimed 
at increasing the pace of construction in the city along with the 
number of affordable units, and Garcetti also set a goal in 2014 
of constructing more than 100,000 units in L.A. by 2021.
 A June report from Harvard’s Joint Center for Housing 
Studies found that Los Angeles was among the top cities for 
``cost-burdened’’ renters. 

CityWatchLA

The Public Bank Option for Los Angeles:
Safer, Local and Half the Cost

By Ellen Brown

A UK study published on October 27, 2017 reported that the majority of politicians 
do not know where money comes from.
 “More than three-quarters of the MPs surveyed incorrectly believed that only 

the government has the ability to create new money… 
 “The Bank of England has previously intervened to point out that most money in 
the UK begins as a bank loan. In a 2014 article the Bank pointed out that “whenever 
a bank makes a loan, it simultaneously creates a matching deposit in the borrower’s 
bank account, thereby creating new money.” 
 The Bank of England researchers said that 97% of the UK money supply is 
created in this way. In the U.S., the figure is about 95%. City A.M. quoted Fran Boait, 
executive director of the advocacy group Positive Money, who observed: 
 “Despite their confidence in telling the public that there is ‘no magic money tree’ 
to pay for vital services, politicians themselves are shockingly ignorant of where money 
actually comes from.  “There is in fact a ‘magic money tree’, but it’s in the hands of 
commercial banks, such as Barclays, HSBC and RBS, who create money whenever 
they make loans.” 
 For those few politicians who are aware of the banks’ magic money tree, the axiom 
that the people should own the banks – or at least some of them – is a no-brainer. 
One of these rare politicians is Phil Murphy, who is now the governor-elect of New 
Jersey. Formerly a Wall Street banker himself, Murphy knows how banking works. 
That helps explain why he has boldly made a state-owned bank a centerpiece of his 
platform. He maintains that New Jersey’s billions in tax dollars should be kept in the 
state’s own bank, where it can leverage its capital to fund local infrastructure, small 
businesses, affordable housing, student loans, and other state needs. 
 That means New Jersey could soon have the second publicly-owned depository 

bank in the country, following the very successful century-old Bank of North Dakota 
(BND). Other likely contenders among about twenty public banking initiatives now 
underway include Washington State, which has approved a feasibility study for a state 
bank; and the cities of Santa Fe in New Mexico and Los Angeles and Oakland, which 
are exploring the feasibility of their own city-owned banks. 
 A Bank Is Not Simply an Intermediary 
 Los Angeles formerly had a bank that failed, closing its doors in 2003 due to 
insolvency. The argument illustrates the confusion over what a bank is and what it 
can do for the local government and local communities. The Los Angeles Community 
Development Bank was not a bank. It was a loan fund, and it was designed to fail. It was 
not chartered to take deposits or to create deposits as loans, and it was only allowed to 
lend to businesses that had been turned down by other banks; in other words, they were 
bad credit risks. 
 Compelling Precedents 
 Public sector banks, while rare in the U.S., are common in other countries; and 
recent studies have shown that they are actually more profitable, safer, less corrupt, and 
more accountable overall than private banks. 
 This is particularly true of the Bank of North Dakota, currently the only publicly-
owned depository bank in the U.S. According to the Wall Street Journal, it is more 
profitable than Goldman Sachs or JPMorgan Chase. The BND is risk-averse, lends 
conservatively, does not gamble in derivatives or put deposits at risk. It is able to lend 
at lower than market rates because its costs are very low. 

 (Ellen Brown is an attorney, founder of the Public Banking Institute.) Prepped for 
CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

SoCalGas Rebates
S outhern California Gas Co. issued a reminder about 

available smart thermostat and appliance rebates that 
give customers cash back while helping keep natural gas 

bills low this winter.
 SoCalGas offers rebates on hundreds of home products 
that help save energy. Among the most popular are smart 
thermostats, which can learn the user’s schedule and 
temperature preferences and adjust the temperature in their 
home accordingly. They also allow users to adjust home 
temperatures with a mobile app or computer, and can even use 
local weather conditions to help control energy costs.
 Last winter, customers who participated in a smart 
thermostat energy efficiency pilot program saved enough 
natural gas to dry 2 million loads of laundry, according to the 
utility.
 
 For more information on available rebates, visit:
https://www.socalgas.com/save-money-and-energy/rebates-and-
incentives/natural-gas-appliance-rebates .
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Struggle to Contact Our 
State Senator’s Office

By Casey Kim, Student Reporter, Valley Voice

D uring the past few months, I had made numerous attempts to contact the State Senate 
Office of Henry Stern, who represents our 27th District, in order to write an article 
about Senate Bill No. 801, a bill concerning the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage 

facility. It has been passed on Oct. 14 after sitting on Gov. Brown’s desk for a short while. My 
process in trying to obtain a single quote for my story, however, has not been so successful. 
 It began with an email—in early October after finishing my article for Valley Voice’s 
September issue. My editor suggested that I cover the topic of SB 801, as the decision 
regarding whether the governor would pass or veto the bill. 
 I emailed Deborah Klein Lopez (deborah.lopez@sen.ca.gov), who worked at the office 
of Senator Stern for a convenient time to conduct an interview over the phone in regards 
to my story’s topic. She replied back that Press Secretary Morgan Culbertson could help 
me with an interview to write my story, and copied in Culbertson’s email. I contacted 
Culbertson right away, except this time, I was not greeted by a reply back. 
 After waiting for a few weeks, I re-emailed Lopez, but soon simply decided to call her 
at her number: (818) 876-3352. Instead, her co-worker Jeremy Wolf picked up the phone 
and stated that Lopez was not available at the moment. I introduced myself as a student 
reporter on the Valley Voice and expressed my failed attempts to get in contact with Lopez 
and Culbertson in the past. When I requested for a quick interview for my short story, he 
left the call for a couple minutes to find out if he was allowed to be interviewed. He came 
back only to redirect me to their Press Secretary Morgan Culbertson once again. 

    *  *  *
 This time, I asked if there was a number I could call to reach Culbertson instead of 
an email, but Wolf was not able to give me one. He instead asked that I send an email to 
Culbertson one more time, with him copied to the message. 
 Wolf guaranteed a reply the day after, as I expressed my urgent situation.  The email 
never came. 
 As I sit in front of my messy desk on a Tuesday night writing about my failed attempts 
for a single interview, I ask myself over and over again: what went wrong? Instead of 
proudly writing about my assigned topic, SB 801, I am yet again writing another article 
about the difficulties of being a young journalist—all due to the lack of a single quote for 
a small-coverage story about one bill. Although this situation could certainly have been 
caused by unlucky timing and the chaos of Thanksgiving and Black Friday sales, it pushes 
me to wonder about the so-called coincidence, one that occurs too often for there to be no 
question. 
 
 (Editor’s note: Culberson e-mailed our high school writer on Nov. 29 as we went to press, 
suggesting she call back.  Sorry Senator, “this is no-way to treat a lady.”)

Home Sales Boom
The median price of a home in Los Angeles County rose by 7.6 percent in October, 

compared with the same month a year earlier, while the number of homes sold 
increased by 4.2 percent.

 According to CoreLogic, the median price of a Los Angeles County home was 
$565,000 last month, up from $525,000 in October 2016. A total of 6,860 homes were 
sold in the county, up from 6,585 during the same month the previous year.
 In Orange County, the median price was $690,000 last month, up 5.3 percent from 
$655,000 in October 2016. The number of homes declined by 0.5 percent, from 3,118 in 
October 2016 to 3,102 last month.
 A total of 20,735 new and resale houses and condos changed hands in Los Angeles, 
Riverside, San Diego, Ventura, San Bernardino and Orange counties last month, 
according to CoreLogic. That was down 1.6 percent from 21,075 in September and up 
3.6 percent from 20,012 in October 2016.
 The median price of a Southern California home was $495,000 in October, down 
2 percent from $505,000 in September and up 6.5 percent from $465,000 in October 
2016.
 ``Amid a still-tight inventory, Southern California home sales edged up to a five-
year October high as the number of homes selling for $500,000 or more rose 14.4 
percent year over year, offsetting a nearly 5 percent decline in sub-$500,000 deals,’’ 
said Andrew LePage, research analyst with CoreLogic.

Find Help, Find Hope: 
Mental Illness Among 
High School Students

By Bryan DENQ, 
A Senior, Van Nuys High School 

“ Find help, find hope” is the slogan of National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
San Fernando Valley. Mental health is very important at each stage of life, especially 
during high school because it not only affects our thoughts, feelings, and actions but 

also determines the way we handle stress and make decisions. Many high school students 
struggle with declining mental health, but our community has great mental health 
resources to help students recover. It’s time we recognize mental illness as a prevalent 
issue among high school students and promote proper treatment.  
 I believe we, as high school students, have the power to make a meaningful change in 
our community by educating ourselves about mental illnesses. High school students and 
their families can benefit from getting practical information through mental illness non-
profit organizations such as NAMI. Through my volunteer work at NAMI San Fernando 
Valley, I understand our organization can provide practical services, classes, and 
workshops for those needing help. Importantly, all of them are free. To start the journey 
of understanding mental illness, high school students and their families can educate 
themselves with articles about warning sign of mental illness to supporting a recovery 
plan. Further, NAMI San Fernando Valley (www.namisfv.org) has NAMI basics, family 
to family and peer to peer support groups. I, as a high school student, am humbled and 
honored to help support patients with mental illness and their families to “find help, find 
hope” through spreading mental health resources available in our community. 

Looking for Great Advertising Results?
Your only Local Independent Monthly Newspaper

310.429.0484
www.evalleyvoice.com

yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com
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Follow the Money

The NCAA Season Starts With 
Sleaze and Scandal

By George Will

The college basketball season has begun under two major clouds, making it 
reasonable to wonder why this athletic part of higher education seems so 
susceptible to smarminess.

 Here is a hint: This season will culminate in the March Madness tournament, for 
which the National Collegiate Athletic Association reaps, for its well-compensated self 
and its members, more than $700 million annually from various television entities 
whose coverage of the student-athletes (the NCAA’s cherished locution) will be 
interspersed with commercials for beer and pickup trucks. In September, an ongoing 
FBI investigation produced 10 indictments, including those of four Division One 
assistant basketball coaches (from Arizona, Auburn, Oklahoma State and Southern 
California), and an executive of Adidas, one of the shoe and apparel companies that 
spend princely sums to have their merchandise worn by college teams.
 (Under Armour pays UCLA $18.7 million per year.)
 One assistant coach is charged with accepting bribes to connect an amateur “blue 
chip” recruit -- presumptively NBA material -- with a financial adviser.
 Seventeen days after these indictments, the NCAA’s anemia was displayed when 
it said it could do nothing seriously punitive after its seven-year investigation of the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, last season’s NCAA basketball champion.
 UNC administered, for almost two decades, a “shadow curriculum” of 188 fake 
classes in the formerly named African and Afro-American Studies Department. Taken 
disproportionately (about half) but not exclusively by athletes, the classes required no 
attendance and only a minor paper.

    *  *  *

 The NCAA -- what is its purpose? -- concluded that this was beyond its purview: 
The fraud was academic, not athletic, because some non-athletes also took the courses. 
Of the many proposals for fixing, or at least perfuming, the current system, the most 
common is to pay the players. This might serve equity. (Karl Marx had a piece of a 
point: Exploitation is depriving workers of the value created by their labor.)
 Coaches could share their share of the wealth: Kansas’ Bill Self’s total pay is 
$4,932,626, Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski $5,550,475, Kentucky’s John Calipari $7,435,376. 
Louisville’s Rick Pitino made $7,769,200 until he was fired in October. He professed 
ignorance of goings on upstairs in the bordello: Pitino had been surprised to learn 
about the prostitutes-for-prospects dimension of Louisville’s recruiting.
 Then he was surprised to land a prized recruit whose family allegedly received 
$100,000 plus monthly payments from Adidas. But paying the players sums 
commensurate with the value that their talents create would mean a few staggeringly 
large “student-athlete” salaries, and comparative pittances for the rest. It also 
probably would make the players qualify as university employees -- hello, workers’ 
compensation, unionization and other intricacies -- and still would leave so much 
money sloshing through the system that there would be ample incentives to cut corners 
for competitive advantages.
 The Wall Street Journal’s delightfully acerbic Jason Gay notes that the NBA (an 
$8 billion business) could afford to have academies where athletic prodigies could 
hone their skills agreeably free from the higher-education pretense. The NBA’s 
developmental G League already is, for 18-year-olds, an alternative to college.
 The NBA’s minimum age of 19 has produced the “one-and-done” travesty of 
“blue chippers” playing one season as cheap rentals (the price of athletic scholarships) 
at universities, then skedaddling to greener pastures. An NBA rule forbidding teams to 
sign a college player until three years after he matriculates would lessen universities’ 
importance as incubators of NBA talent.
 But to be fair to basketball, the other high-revenue college sport has its difficulties. 
Twenty-four years ago, The New York Times noted: “At the University of Washington, 
Don James resigned as head [football] coach after failing to notice that his quarterback 
owned three cars.”

      -  Jewish World Review

Land Plan also Updated

Hidden Creeks EIR 
Update Released!

 

On November 9, the City of Los Angeles released the updated Environmental 
Impact Report for Hidden Creeks for public circulation. The applicant 
Forestar had previously updated the tentative map/land plan for the 

development.  Valley Voice focuses on the issues in the EIR and tentative map that 
most affect local residents. The public can review the EIR on the City’s Department 
of Planning webpage. 

 1.  All EIRs are completed in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act.  The EIR’s purpose is to; “inform decision makers and the public of the 
potential environmental impacts resulting from the proposed development (of Hidden 
Creeks).”  The EIR is hundreds of pages and is divided into numerous Sections.  A 
summary is in the Introduction and Summary, and the Project Description. Important 
sections include: Aesthetics, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials, Land Use and Planning, Public Services and Transportation/Traffic.

 2.   Here is a quick background on Hidden Creeks.  The project is located on the 
“north side” of the farthest extension of Sesnon Boulevard, westerly of Mason Avenue  
adjoin Porter Ranch with a western border close to Brown’s Canyon Road.  The 
approved tract map had a total of 188 homes, 163 with the city zoning designation 
RE-9, lot size of 9,000 square feet, 25 lots are for equestrian uses with lot sizes a 
minimum of 20,000 square feet.  There is a 16 acre public park fully improved at no 
public cost, over 130 acres of permanently dedicated open space with miles of trails 
for equestrians and hikers, and there will be a newly constructed equestrian center 
to replace Mountain Meadows.

 3.  The City reviewed each page of the updated EIR.  The City’s environmental 
consultant revised certain portions to adhere to recent State legal decisions, the 
document has been re-formatted to be aligned with current EIRs and critical EIR 
sections were augmented with new information.  
 
 4.  Three EIR sections were revised in more depth.  State law requires every EIR 
to include alternative developments and land uses within the “Alternatives Section.”  
Alternative IV has a development with Sesnon Boulevard as the primary access 
instead of Mason Avenue.  Alternative IV is designated as the ‘environmentally 
superior alternative.’  The Greenhouse Gas Emissions Section was updated to include 
recent California court cases which dictated the analysis.  The Hazardous Materials 
Section now includes an analysis of the impact of the Aliso Canyon gas leak on Hidden 
Creeks. 

 5.  The City’s Planning Commission recommended approval of the EIR, zone 
change, Development Agreement and other entitlements in 2013.  The City’s Planning 
Department’s public hearing on the tentative tract map and EIR was in June, 2015.  
Since the Aliso Canyon gas leak occurred in October, 2015, that subject could not 
be addressed.  However the updated EIR’s Hazardous Materials Section includes a 
detailed analysis of the independent, scientific testing and laboratory analysis of the 
on-site, air emission testing of Hidden Creeks that was taken during the gas leak.

 6.  This Hazardous Materials Section includes the full report of the independent, 
on-site testing and accompanying laboratory analysis.  The conclusion was that 
Hidden Creeks was not materially impacted as the Porter Ranch homes located 
downwind from the facility. The scientists’ findings concluded that; ‘No significant 
risk of adverse human health impacts to future residents in Hidden Creeks site from 
either a leak at SS-25 or a hypothetical well closer to Hidden Creeks.’”  

 7.  Traffic reports were updated in the EIR’s Transportation/Traffic Section.  The 
updated report calculated a full build-out of Porter Ranch.  

 Tentative Map/Land Plan Updated
 8.  The EIR is best analyzed aside the updated tentative tract map.  The updated 
map, commonly referred to as the “Sesnon Map,” has Sesnon Boulevard and not 
Mason Avenue as its primary access.  This is the same access shown in Alternative 
IV.  The Sesnon Map has far less environmental impacts than the previous approved 
map.  

 9.   The Sesnon Map was designed by the applicant after appeals were filed 
after the city’s approval of the original map.  Per the applicant, “the updated map 
and EIR” were expressly aimed at addressing and resolving the issues raised by the 
appealing parties.”

 10.   The Sesnon Map’s most substantial changes include: with Sesnon and not 
Mason as the primary access, the amount of grading has been greatly reduced, and 
this reduces the noise and dust that accompanies any grading, there is no grading to 
extend Mason. The area surrounding the proposed extension of Mason will remain 
in its natural state. The map eliminates any remedial grading of the adjacent Porter 
Ranch area. The amount of grading was cited in the appeals by the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy and the Mountains Recreation Conservancy Area groups.  

 11.  The Sesnon map has reduced other environmental impacts such as; over 100 
trees are saved, the habitat areas have been increased to improve wildlife movement, 
there will be no public streets traveling through Gas Company property and the 
equestrian trails are all in the common area to ensure public access.  

 12.  The Sesnon Map addressed the appeals by a varied land plan which reduced 
the development footprint fifty acres or 23% from the original approved map that 
had Mason Avenue as the primary access. 

 After the EIR is finalized, it is estimated that Hidden Creeks will be before the 
City Planning Commission in the spring of next year.  



mentioning a primary candidate.”
Clinton’s defenders argued 
that the Sanders team was also 
offered a joint fundraising deal, 
but it was quickly revealed that 
the Clinton campaign executed 
a separate side agreement with 
DNC granting it oversight 
powers. As NPR points out, that 
agreement was executed while Joe Biden was still considering a run.
 Sanders campaign manager Jeff Weaver denies it was offered the same veto 
power over staff. An email from an attorney representing the DNC, Graham Wilson 
of Perkins Coie, states only that “DNC staff would be happy to chat with the Sanders 
team and come to an understanding about the best way to use … funds to prepare for 
the general election at the DNC.”
 The September 2015 email says that “the DNC has had similar conversations with 
the Clinton campaign and is of course willing to do so with all.” In fact, the Clinton 
deal had already been signed.

 (Richard Eskow is a senior fellow at Campaign for America’s Future. This piece was 
posted most recently at Common Dreams.) 
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CityWatchLA

Why Are the Dems Still Fighting
The Battle of 2016? Ask, Donna Brazile

By Richard Eskow

Democrats are fighting again. The trigger this time is former Democratic National 
Committee Chair Donna Brazile’s book which says that Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign was given significant control over the DNC long before she became 

the party’s nominee.  
 She’s shocked, shocked, to learn that money and insider connections wield 
undue influence inside her party’s establishment. And she’s quick to pronounce the 
DNC innocent of actions, including her own, that are already widely known.
 Still, Brazile is right on the particulars. And it’s hard not to admire her courage, 
book promotion or not, given the intensity of the attacks she knew she would face.
 But the big question is, why are Democrats still fighting the Battle of 2016? 
Aren’t there better things to argue about? 
 Claims and Counter-Claims
 The past few weeks were filled with claims and counter-claims, revelations and 
counter-revelations. Here’s what’s known as of this writing: The Clinton campaign 
organization, Hillary For America (HFA) ,signed a Joint Fundraising Agreement 
and at least one other agreement giving it significant influence over the DNC’s hiring, 
budget, and strategy.
 Claims that the Clinton team’s authority was limited to the general election 
appear to be false. While the document carried a legal disclaimer to that effect, 
attorney Brendan Fischer of the Campaign Legal Center commented that this clause 
is “contradicted by the rest of the agreement.” Fischer also pointed to a provision in 
the agreement that, in his words, meant  “Clinton controlled every communication 
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A PICTURE OF HEAVEN

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

By
foc A

From the beginning of time, people young and old have wondered what Heaven will 
be like. Is Heaven real? If so, what does it look like? Who will be there? What will 
we do there? Thankfully, we find the answers to these questions in God’s Holy Word. 

The last two chapters of the last book of the Bible, Revelation, have more to say about 
Heaven than the rest of the entire Bible. 

Revelation 21:5 declares, “He [God] who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am mak-
ing everything new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.’”  

Here is what we learn about Heaven from Revelation 21 and 22:
The splendor, size, and structure of Heaven – Heaven is beyond anything we could 

ever imagine (1 Corinthians 2:9), but we get a picture of its magnificence from Revela-
tion 21:11-12, which says, “It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like 
that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with 
twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates.” 

This new city is about 1500 x 1500 miles long. (For reference, the city of Los Angeles 
is 22 x 22 miles long.) “The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure 
as glass. The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious 
stone… The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great 
street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass” (Revelation 21:11-21). 

Isn’t it amazing to know that God has reserved the most precious and beautiful ma-
terials for our heavenly home? He truly has spared no expense for the wondrous place 
He is preparing for those who love Him.

Who will be in Heaven? We learn from Revelation 21:3 that God Himself will be in 
Heaven. “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” 
Just like in the Garden of Eden before the fall of man, God will once again live and walk 

among His beloved people. Revelation 22:4 says God’s servants “will see his face, and 
his name will be on their foreheads.”

We also learn from Revelation 21:7 that “those who are victorious” will inherit the 
new Heaven and be children of God. Who are these victorious ones? We learn from 
Scriptures such as Matthew 10:22 and Romans 8:4-6 that they are the people who have 
put their trust in Jesus Christ, followed His ways, lived according to the Spirit and not 
the flesh, and endured trials until the very end. 

What will NOT be in Heaven? The Bible reveals that there will be no tears, death, 
or disease in Heaven. Revelation 21:4 says, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 
has passed away.”

Revelation 21:8 makes it clear that sinners and evil will not be found in Heaven ei-
ther. “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immor-
al, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to 
the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

 Every heartache, every tear, and every pain in our body is a reminder that this 
world is not our true home (Hebrews 13:14; 1 Peter 2:11). Each story of crime, cor-
ruption, evil, and injustice you hear about on the news is a reminder that this world 
is fallen due to sin. “No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him” Revelation 22:3. I’m looking 
forward to that great day, aren’t you? 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDownBook.
com) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has 
campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the West Valley. You can connect with 
Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

Porter Ranch Campus
Saturday, Dec. 23, 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 24, 9:00 a.m. | 11:00 a.m. | 6:00 p.m. | 11:00 p.m.

Deaf Interpretation
11:00 a.m. service only 

Children’s Programs
All services except 11:00 p.m.

Spanish Translation
Available all services

Watch our Christmas Services live
at live.shepherdchurch.com

For more information about locations near you, please visit shepherdchurch.com

19700 Rinaldi Street, Porter Ranch, CA 91326|.com
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Tunnels Under Schools
Palestinian Terrorist 
Groups Inside the UN

By David Bedein

An immediate, independent investigation is required to ad-
dress the presence of Palestinian terrorist groups inside 
UNRWA, the use of UNRWA facilities for the purpose of 

terrorist attacks and rocket storage, as well as the transfer of 
UNRWA equipment to be used by Gaza terrorist organizations, 
and last but not least, the indoctrination of the future genera-
tions to war. 
 UNRWA says nothing about Hamas activity inside the 
UNRWA schools.  
 Hamas, defined as a terror group by the US, the UN, the EU, 
the UK, Canada and Australia, has won successive elections since 
1999, to lead both the UNRWA workers union and the UNRWA 
teachers union.
 Hamas influences generations of descendants of the 1948 
war to engage in the ‘right of return’ through jihad - holy war - to 
take back Arab villages that existed before 1948. 
 New school books used by UNRWA teach that the Jewish 
presence in Palestine is “temporary.” 
 Since 2016, the name “Israel” has disappeared in all 
UNRWA texts, replaced by the expression “Zionist occupation.” 
 UNRWA school books list thirty inflammatory accusations 
against Jews.
 A new theme appearing for the first time in the 2016 
UNRWA books is the fate of the Jews in the country after its 
supposed liberation: the removal of the usurper (Israel) and the 
extermination of the foreigners’ defeated remnants... The female 
leader of a terrorist group that perpetrated a massacre of thirty-five 
men, women and children on a bus on Israel’s Coastal Highway in 
1978 is portrayed as a heroine and martyr in new text books.
 A new theme appearing for the first time in the 2016 
UNRWA books is the fate of the Jews in the country after 
its supposed liberation: the removal of the usurper (Israel) 
and the extermination of the foreigners’ defeated remnants, 
namely, those who will survive from among the six million 
Jews who now live there. 
 A new UNRWA school book describes an attack on an Israeli 
bus with Molotov cocktails as “a barbecue party.”
 Hamas takeover of UNRWA institutions and UNRWA 
staff should set off alarms regarding the possibility that the $1.2 
billion donated by 68 nations may find its way to finance salaries 
of Hamas terrorists. 
 Hamas’ Islamic Bloc operates in schools run by UNRWA in 
Gaza, with cooperation and support from UNRWA school staff 
and management. 
 An immediate, independent investigation is required to 
address the presence of Palestinian terrorist groups inside 
UNRWA, the use of UNRWA facilities for the purpose of terrorist 
attacks and rocket storage, as well as the transfer of UNRWA 
equipment to be used by Gaza terrorist organizations, and last 
but not least, the indoctrination of the future generations to war. 
 Aid to UNRWA from 68 countries should be conditioned 
upon changing a curriculum that teaches war, on the removal of 
terrorists from the payroll of a UN agency and on a commitment to 
rehabilitate the refugees into decent new and spacious communities, 
without waiting for a political solution, which is not in the offing.
 While some UNRWA donor nations may not be pro-Israel, 
it is hard to imagine that any western, democratic nations 
would underwrite an educational system that promotes total 
war in a UN facility.
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No, Colin Kaepernick
Is No Muhammad Ali

By Larry Elder

G Q magazine named former NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick its 2017 “Citizen of the 
Year.” In doing so, GQ overlooked NFL Houston Texans’ J.J. Watt, who raised some $37 
million for hurricane relief. Many of Kaepernick’s supporters liken his protest to that of 

boxer Muhammad Ali, who refused to be inducted into the military. The comparison is not well-
taken.
 For whatever reason, Kaepernick chose not to give the magazine an interview, passing up an 
opportunity to clearly explain the purpose of his protest.
 At first, Kaepernick insisted his protest was about the alleged epidemic of police brutality 
against blacks.
 Shortly after he started his protest, Kaepernick said: “There’s a lot of things that need to 
change. One specifically is police brutality. There’s people being murdered unjustly and not being 
held accountable. The cops are getting paid leave for killing people. That’s not right.”
 Contrast this with Muhammad Ali’s protest.
 He argued that his religious beliefs made him a conscientious objector who ought not be 
forced to join the military. In doing so, Ali faced up to five years in prison and was stripped of his 
ability to fight in the U.S. for more than three years, his prime years as an athlete.
 While the heavyweight title-holder avoided prison during his appeals process — that ended 
up in the Supreme Court — he was forced to hand over his passport, which prevented him from 
fighting overseas, as well.
 Banned from boxing and stripped of his world heavyweight title, Ali argued his case on the 
road, speaking at a number of colleges and universities, where he repeatedly stated that he would 
rather abide by his religious convictions rather than violate them in order to make money. 
Martin Luther King Jr. urged his followers to “admire (Ali’s) courage. He is giving up fame. He is 
giving up millions of dollars to do what his conscience tells him is right.”
 By contrast, Kaepernick wants to have it both ways. The NFL allows players to stand or not, 
depending upon their own choice. So the league actually gives players permission to stand or not 
to stand for the national anthem. In Ali’s case, his refusal to join the military cost him the ability 
to earn a living in his chosen profession.
 The Supreme Court eventually sided unanimously with Ali, ruling that the appeal board 
failed to properly specify the reason why Ali’s application for a conscientious-objector exemption 
had been denied. The ruling required Ali’s conviction to be overturned, and the court said the 

record shows that Ali’s “beliefs are founded on tenets of the Muslim religion as he understands 
them.” After his Supreme Court victory, Ali could have sued for lost wages, arguing that he was 
illegally forbidden from working as a fighter. Ali refused, arguing that he would rather look 
ahead then exact revenge.
 Kaepernick, on the other hand, filed a grievance against the NFL, claiming the owners 
“colluded” against hiring this mediocre-quarterback-turned-locker-room distraction.
 What about the merits of Kaepernick’s argument? Is there an epidemic of police brutality 
against blacks? The answer is no.
 According to the Centers for Disease Control, police shootings against blacks have declined 
almost 75 percent since 1968. Of the 963 people shot and killed by police in 2016, 233 were black, 
and 466 were white. Most people could not name a white person killed by the police, because 
the media are far less interested in a white person killed by a cop than a black person killed by 
one. Last year, a grand total of 17 unarmed blacks were killed by the police, according to The 
Washington Post. Contrast this with the approximately 6,000 to 7,000 blacks killed annually, 
almost all — as many as 90 percent — by other blacks. Where is Kaepernick on the fact that 
the No. 1 cause of preventable death for young blacks is homicide, while the No. 1 cause of 
preventable death for young white men is “unintentional injuries,” or accidents?

 Kaepernick’s protest was bogus from the start, and it 
only helped to create greater unnecessary tension between the 

black community and the police. “Citizen of the Year,” indeed. 
 © 2017 Creators Syndicate

CityWatchLA
Pension Reform … 
More Governors,

Including Brown, Need
to Speak Up

By David Crane

M ore governors need to show their courage. Colorado Gov. 
John Hickenlooper has proposed a budget calling on ex-
isting government employees and retirees to bear the 

costs of proposed pension reforms because citizens and taxpay-
ers have already contributed enough to the retirement system. 
The proposed changes include higher contributions by employ-
ees and lower post-retirement increases for retirees. 
 Public pension costs have exploded because of corrupt 
behavior by elected officials and pension fund board members. 
Even a soaring stock market can’t stop the deluge, which is 
causing tax increases and limiting the ability of governments to 
hire and compensate new and future firefighters, police officers 
and teachers while also struggling to maintain spending on 
streets, universities, courts, libraries, affordable housing and 
other services. 
 Until now states like California and Colorado have 
imposed the consequences of rising pension costs on everyone 
except existing employees and retirees. California alone has 
already imposed nearly $250 billion in bailout costs on students, 
taxpayers, citizens and new firefighters, police officers, teachers 
and other public employees, and with more to come. 
 Both states engaged in weak reforms (Colorado in 2010, 
California in 2012) and, as predicted at that time by anyone 
who understood pension math, both find themselves worse off 
today. But this time Gov. Hickenlooper is saying “enough.” In 
doing so he is following the lead of another courageous governor, 
Gina Raimondo of Rhode Island, who led the nation’s boldest 
pension reform. 
 Hickenlooper and Raimondo are protecting students, 
citizens, taxpayers and new and future firefighters, police 
officers and teachers. 
 More governors need to step up. Republican governors love 
to talk about fiscal conservatism but if they’re not addressing 
core pension issues, they are not walking their conservative 
talk. Democratic governors love to talk about progressivism 
but if they’re not addressing the pension costs crowding 
out education and social services, they aren’t walking their 
progressive talk. 
 The pension problem was not caused by existing 
government employees and retirees but it also wasn’t caused by 
the students, citizens, taxpayers and new and future teachers, 
firefighters and police officers bearing all the costs. 
 The problem is now much larger because elected 
officials failed to act boldly in the past. Governor Hickenlooper 
is right to say “enough.” It’s time for existing employees and 
retirees to share the burden.
 
 (David Crane Lecturer at Stanford University and 
president of Govern For California.) Prepped for CityWatch by 
Linda Abrams.
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CityWatchLA

Dark Money Didn’t Cause This 
California Problem … No One

to Blame but Ourselves
By David Crane

L ittle about political contributions in California is hidden. Information is easily accessible 
at Cal-Access, a website run by California’s Secretary of State. For example, look here to 
see contributions to a special interest and then here for unfortunate consequences from 

political activity by that interest. There’s nothing dark about that money. Still, uninformed or lazy 
commentators all too often blame the state’s political problems on dark money*. But that’s not true.
 If you’re still looking for someone to blame, don’t look at the US Supreme Court. The Citizens 
United case changed nothing about funding state politics in California. Contributions by 
corporations, associations and unions were permitted and happening in California long before 
Citizens United. If you’re still looking for someone to blame, don’t look at those corporations, 
associations and unions.
 They are business interests whose mission is to maximize revenues. For example, this year 
California will shower more than $100 billion on doctors, nurses, hospitals, medical device makers 
and pharmaceutical companies. Over the four years of the next governor’s first term, the state will 
spend more than $400 billion in their favor. Is it any wonder they are active in California politics?
 If you’re still looking for someone to blame and you’re not already contributing to pro-citizen 
members of the California Legislature, look in the mirror.
 California’s Legislature is a co-equal branch of government. In fact, it’s mentioned in 
California’s constitution before the Executive branch. Historically only special interests paid 
attention to the legislative branch but last decade California enacted two powerful political 
reforms (Independent Redistricting and Top Two Primary) that — when combined with financial 
support from political philanthropists — improved the power of citizens to influence elections and 
the prospects of pro-citizen legislators.
 Pro-citizen state legislators are the principal defense against special interests—especially for 
non-rich Californians with children in public schools, family members on Medi-Cal, or jobs and 
wages influenced by actions of state legislators. 
 While all attention is on the glorious growth of Silicon Valley, California has the highest 
poverty level in the country and the state’s unemployment rate is more than 10 percent higher 
than the national rate. Political philanthropists may get their income from capital gains, interest 
and dividends derived from businesses around the world but the vast majority of their fellow 
Californians get their income from wages derived from California’s in-state economy. They need 
legislators who will work to grow in-state jobs and wages for nearly 20 million private sector 
workers. To win and to gain power, those legislators need support from political philanthropists. 
 Non-dark contributions from political philanthropists can boost the fortunes of pro-
citizen legislators.
 Individual, non-dark, donations of no more than $4,400 per candidate per election are 
powerful. They can enable pro-citizen state legislators to offset the power of special interests, 
especially when they are part of a network of donations from similarly-minded political 
philanthropists. If you want to see tax dollars actually reach K-12 classrooms, an end to the de-
funding of UC and CSU, health care spending actually produce better health, and an economic 
environment that actually produces better jobs and wages for the average Californian, you must 
support pro-citizen members of the California Legislature.
 *Some money is still dark. For example, big and influential donors like the California Teachers 
Association can make unlimited contributions to political parties, which then spend those funds in 
ways likely to benefit those contributors in an untraceable manner. In addition, unlike everyone 
else, parties in California may coordinate their “independent” expenditures with candidates.
 (David Crane is a lecturer at Stanford University and president of Govern For California.)

www.alemany.org

Bishop Alemany
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence

Bishop Alemany’s spectacular 55-acre 
campus inspires students to achieve 
— academically, athletically, artistically 
and spiritually. 

Our superb college preparatory 
curriculum enables teens to lay solid 
ground work for scholastic excellence 
while developing strong core values 
that last a lifetime.

Call today to schedule a tour.  

The ideal setting    

  for success.

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345 • (818) 837-5222 • admissions@alemany.org

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

JOIN US!

January 13
Placement Exam 

Workshop 

January 20 & 27
Placement Exam

National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI)  

San Fernando Valley 
Free Programs/Serv 

Support Groups: Van Nuys, Reseda, Sylmar 
(Spanish), West Hills;  

Family-to-family: 12-session program;  

Peer-to-Peer: 10-session educational program 

NAMI Basics: 6-week education program.  

Please pre-register at www.namisfv.org for more 
detail and programs or CALL 818-994-6747  

 

 

That’s 20% of Budget

Los Angeles: 
In Pension Denial

By Jack Humphreville

Why are Councilmembers Paul Krekorian, the Chair of the Budget & Finance 
Committee, and Paul Koretz, the Chair of the Personnel Committee, and Mayor 
Eric Garcetti unwilling to be transparent about the City’s pension crisis that 

contributes to its never ending Structural Deficit and is crowding out basic services to 
Angelenos?  
 Our friends who occupy City Hall tell us that they are addressing the $9 billion 
unfunded liability of the City’s two pension plans and the ever increasing pension 
contributions that now consume almost 20% of the City’s budget.  
 In 2011, voters approved a new, lower cost pension tier for newly hired cops and 
firefighters.  And as of 2016, newly hired civilian employees will go into a less generous 
pension tier.  These “reforms” resulted in very modest savings for the City.  
 The City is also requiring employees to contribute to a fund to finance their post-
retirement medical benefits.  
 [As an aside, as a result of decisions made in the late 1980’s, the City has funded 
65% of its $6.3 billion of Other Post Retirement Employment Benefits.  This compares 
to the County and the State that have not funded any of these benefits and are on a very 
expensive pay-as-you go basis.]    
 Over the objections of Krekorian and Koretz, the trustees of the two pension plans 
stepped up to the plate, followed the recommendations of the actuaries, and lowered 
the investment rate assumptions to 7¼% from 7½%.  This will require higher pension 
contributions because of the need to amortize the increased unfunded liability. 
 City Hall is also giddy over last year’s 13% investment return on its $36 billion 
portfolio of stocks and bonds.  This return, which exceeded the investment rate 
assumption, reduced the unfunded pension liability by $700 million to $8.9 billion (80% 
funded).  And this was after a $1.1 billion hit related to the lowering of the investment 
rate assumptions to 7¼%. 
 Despite what the City Hall spinmeisters tell us, the City’s two underfunded pension 
plans are a major league problem.  Annual pension contributions will continue to 
increase at rate that exceeds the growth in revenues.  And the unfunded pension liability 
will continue to grow, burdening the next two or three generations of Angelenos.  
 The City is still relying on the overly optimistic investment rate assumption of 7¼%. 
This compares to CalPERS projected 6.2% return.  If this differential occurs, the City’s 
unfunded pension liability will increase by an estimated $6 billion over the next ten years.    
 If the City lowered its investment rate assumption to 6.2%, the CalPERS projected 
rate of return, the unfunded pension liability would jump by two-thirds to $15 billion, 
lowering the funded ratio to an unhealthy 71%. Pension contributions would also 
increase by $400 to $500 million a year, blowing a hole in the City’s budget as pension 
contributions would devour over 25% of the City’s budget. 
 There are no easy solutions to the City’s pension crisis.  Our Elected Elite will 
do nothing as they are beholden to the campaign funding leaders of the City’s public 
unions who will fight any meaningful reform.  The California Rule that springs from a 
State Supreme Court ruling prohibits, for the time being, any meaningful changes that 
impact current employees.
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California NAACP Pushes 
for Removal of

‘Star Spangled Banner’
as National Anthem

By Drew Gregory Lynch

The California chapter of the NAACP is distributing a resolution to California 
lawmakers that calls for the removal of the “Star Spangled Banner” as the 
official national anthem of the United States.

 The resolution, which was passed at their October conference, urges 
Congress to do away with “one of the most racist, pro-slavery, anti-black songs in 
the American lexicon,” referencing the anthem. 
 “We owe a lot of it to [Colin] Kaepernick,” California NAACP President 
Alice Huffman reportedly said. “I think all this controversy about the knee will go 
away once the song is removed.” 
 The group argues that some of the lyrics of the 1812 song celebrate the death 
of black American slaves who fought with the British in the War of 1812 to obtain 
freedom.
 Specifically, it’s the third stanza of the song that’s coming into focus: 

“And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a country, should leave us no more?
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave:
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.” 

 “This song is wrong,” chapter president Alice Huffman told CBS station KOVR-TV. “It should 
never have been there, and just like we didn’t have it until 1931, it won’t kill us if it goes away.”
 The Star-Spangled Banner has been America’s anthem since 1931.
 Immediately, the proposal garnered a strong reaction.
 “Our flag and national anthem unite us as Americans,” Assemblyman Travis Allen, 
R-Huntington Beach, who is running for governor, said in a statement. “Protesting our flag and 
national anthem sows division and disrespects the diverse Americans who have proudly fought and 
died for our country. Real social change can only happen if we work together as Americans first.”
 Another resolution passed by the group urges Congress to censure President Trump for calling 
on owners to fire NFL players who kneel while the anthem is being played before games.
 Trump said back in September at a rally in Alabama that fans should “leave the stadium” as 
soon as players begin kneeling, in addition to using the phrase “son of a bitch” to describe players 
who don’t stand.
 “For a week, [that owner would] be the most popular person in this country because that’s a 
total disrespect of our heritage,” the president argued. “That’s a total disrespect for everything we 
stand for.”
 Kaepernick, 30, became the face of the anthem protests last season when he began sitting for 
the playing of the Star Spangled Banner to protest perceived racial injustices and police brutality. 
Later, he transitioned to kneeling.
 The quarterback, who said in 2016 that he was “not going to stand up to show pride in a flag 
for a country that oppresses black people and people of color,” is currently a free agent, but has 
said if signed, he will again stand.
 While the anthem protests have had a polarizing effect on the league throughout this season, 
the NFL maintains that it’s crafting a solution to address the concerns of the players while not 
alienating the fan base. However, the league has not been specific on what measures will be taken.
 As for what the NAACP wants as a replacement, the group says it must not be “another song 
that disenfranchises part of the American population.”   
 
 (Drew Gregory Lynch writes for CalWatchDog.com  … where this piece originated.)

Letter to the Editor

Shut It Down!   Shut It Down!   Shut It Down!
 Dear Editor:

I understand that people are shouting those words at the meetings regarding the Aliso 
Canyon Gas Storage Facility (ACGSF). People are concerned that the natural gas (NG) 
actually contains many different petrochemicals, some of which are harmful to humans. 
Many people got sick from the massive leak that occurred recently. People do not want 
the ACGSF so close to homes because of the fear that there will be another leak in the 
future.

What to do?
1. Stop adding new NG to the facility.
2. Consume the NG that is now stored there by fueling gas turbines to generate electricity.
3. Build a solar electric power plant to supply electricity to produce hydrogen (H2) from 
water (H2O).
4. Flush out the residue of petrochemicals with the hydrogen gas.
5. Convert the electricity generating gas turbines to run on hydrogen.
6. Use the hydrogen to fuel cars like the Toyota Mirai.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and I look forward to hearing of any 
discussion regarding the subject. 

Sincerely, Gilbert Duran

L.A. Electric Buses
The Los Angeles City Council set a goal of transitioning the city to a 100 

percent zero-emission municipal bus fleet by 2030, matching the goal 
already set by Metro for its buses countywide.

 The city operates a fleet primarily powered by natural gas. The new electric 
goal puts it in alignment with Mayor Eric Garcetti’s recent pledge -- included in 
the C40 Fossil-Fuel-Free Streets Declaration he signed in Paris -- for the city to 
purchase only zero-emission buses by 2025.
 The City Council motion was approved on a 10-0 vote. It was also amended to 
direct the city Department of Transportation to explore the feasibility of moving 
up the zero-emission deadline to 2025, provided the agendy can work with the 
city attorney to back out of contracts requiring it to purchase some CNG buses in 
the future.
 ``Shifting the 350 transit buses that are in the city’s fleet to zero-emission 
technology by 2030 means we start today with implementation plans: procuring 
buses, replacing fossil fuels with renewables and installing electric charging 
infrastructure. To respond to the dangers of smog and the climate crisis, the city 
of Los Angeles must use the cleanest technologies available
and make the shift as quickly as possible,’’ he said.
 The council’s vote marks the third largest zero-emissions goal in the nation 
behind L.A. Metro and Seattle’s King County Metro.
 Garcetti in October signed the pledge for the city to purchase only zero-
emission buses by 2025 when he was in Paris at a meeting of the C40 Cities 
Climate Leadership Group, a coalition of more than 90 of the world’s megacities. 
A dozen other large cities, including Paris, Mexico City and Seattle, also signed 
the pledge.
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LOCAL Events

Second of Two Parts

Largest Methane Blow Out in U.S. 
History - What You Should Know!

    (EDITOR’S NOTE:  This article has been edited due to the length of the report – over 130 pages, and the Valley Voice 
had no part in its preparation. It is the project of local doctor, Jeffrey B. Nordella, M.D. He graduated from UC San 
Diego (B.S. Human Biology, and UCLA – M.D., and has been a primary care physician/clinician for 33 years).

Recommended treatments for toxic exposures include sauna baths, our own skin, which is an organ of secretion, 
and sweat, which helps remove dangerous chemicals.
 You may also benefit from glutathione (GSH), an important antioxidant that may prevent damage to cells 

caused by reactive oxygen species, such as free radicals and heavy metals. Oral ingestion is limited, as GSH is made 
within the liver from the protein synthesis process.
 Helpful too is cysteine, a nonessential amino, found in poultry, beef loin, pork chops, lamb, dairy (eggs), red 
peppers, garlic, onions, broccoli, brussels sprout, oats, granola, wheat germ, and sprouted lentils.
 What has been done for the community?
 One of the first “helpers” was UCLA, performing their own air testing done Jan. 13, 2016 through Feb. 15, 2016, 
measuring 25 volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in the air from 20 locations close to Aliso Canyon. In a letter 
addressed to the community March 19, 2016, It stated that “many of the VOCs have known toxic effects.”
 From six locations it found that “particulate matter can be inhaled deeply into lungs and may adversely affect 
many human health endpoints, Preliminary results detected benzene and hexane in the dust of some homes tested.”
 Based on what UCLA discovered, findings were sent to the L.A. County Department of Public Health, the US 
EPA, and SoCalGas, also suggesting “the need for additional indoor testing.” The County received 700 health related 
complaints during Oct. 28, 2015 to Feb. 18, 2016.
 About three weeks later the county advised the local medical profession to “avoid performing any toxicological 
tests; these are not recommended and are unlikely to provide useful data for clinical evaluation of patients.”
 During March 10-12, 210 households within a three-mile radius was contacted by the Community Assessment for 
Public Health Emergency Response  (CASPER).  Over 80% reported symptoms, with most showing eye, nose, throat 
irritation (73.9%), headache/migraine (71.8%); respiratory (67%); stress 60%); dizziness 59.9%); nausea (54.%); 
nosebleeds (46.9%); skin rash/irritation (6.1%); diarrhea (27%); and fever (16%).
 Just two weeks after CASPER conducted local interviews, “staff reported experiencing health symptoms, including 
throat irritation and wheezing among those at households closest to the well, and exacerbation of asthma symptoms. 
Headaches and irritation-type symptoms were also reported among interviewers …these symptoms improved shortly 
after they left the sampled homes.”
 What’s in the Water?
 Dr. Nordella, working with Weck Labs of City of Industry,  found that hair samples of some residents were 
positive for uranium and lithium.
 Both Dr. Nordella and local Councilman Mitchell Englander have asked for comprehensive long-term health 
studies. Englander said the city is considering such action.
	 Great	Plains	Lab’s	Director	is	William	Shaw.	PhD.,	board	certified	in	the	fields	of	clinical	chemistry	and	toxicology	
by the American Board of Clinical Chemistry. Before he founded the lab, he worked for the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).

CD12 Annual Holiday Toy Drives
 CD12 is proud to support two toy drives for underserved 
youth in our community. Both LAPD Devonshire PALS and 
the San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission are seeking 
gifts for children this holiday season. Toys should be new and 
unwrapped and appropriate for children ages 2-18. Both 
organizations are also looking for community groups and 
businesses to help by organizing toy drives and collecting 
personal donations. A toy collection box can be provided 
upon request. If you are interested, please contact (818) 882-
1212 or councilmember.englander@lacity.org.
 Toys for either organization can be dropped off at our 
Community Service Center, 9207 Oakdale Ave. in Chatsworth. 
Please indicate which organization you would like toys to go 
to at the time of drop off.
 Drop Offs for LAPD Devonshire Pals are also accepted 
at: PALS Center, 8721 Wilbur Ave. in Northridge and at 
Devonshire Police Station, 10250 Etiwanda Ave. in Northridge. 
For more information and to volunteer at the PALS toy drive, 
call (818) 885-6432.
 Drop Offs for the San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission are 
also accepted at their Northridge location, 8756 Canby Ave.  
For more information or to volunteer/conduct a toy drive with 
the SFV Rescue Mission, call (818) 785-4476.

Love is a Warm Blanket Donation Drive
 “Love is a Warm Blanket” is an annual blanket drive 
for the homeless in Los Angeles and beyond. Their mission 
is to warm the hearts of the homeless and spread love with 
donations of blankets during cold winter months. You can 
drop off new and gently used (washed) blankets Monday 
to Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at the San Fernando Valley 
Rescue Mission, 8756 Canby Ave. in Northridge.  
 For more information, go to www.liawb.blogspot.
com or email loveisawarmblanket@hotmail.com.

Encore Older Adult Education Program
 Encore Older Adult Education Program is a Pierce 
College education program designed specifically for older 
adults (50+), but all students over 18 are welcome to enroll. 
Encore offers FREE noncredit classes and some fee-based 
classes through Community Extension. Courses address the 
educational needs and interests of older adults, focusing on 

topics that promote independence, advocacy, community 
engagement, self-maintenance, personal growth and 
development, physical and cognitive health, and economic 
self-sufficiency.  Registration: Now through January 1.  For 
more information, visit the Pierce College website.

CalRTA Meeting
 On December 8, Friday, at 10:30 a.m., the CalRTA 
meeting will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 
Lassen St. in Northridge.  Special holiday cheer will 
be presented by the St. Joseph the Worker Parish Chamber 
group. Come join us to hear the latest about your pensions, 
connect with LAUSD Bd. member, and consider joining us 
for lunch after the meeting.  

Operation Gratitude Assembly Day
 This year, Operation Gratitude will celebrate their 2 
Millionth Operation Gratitude Care Package! Spend a 
morning helping assemble care packages with Operation 
Gratitude, a non-profit that annually sends 150,000+ care 
packages to New Recruits, Veterans, First Responders, 
Wounded Warriors, Care Givers and to US Service Members 
deployed overseas, Saturday, December 9th, 10:00 am at 
21100 Lassen St. in Chatsworth. For more information and to 
learn how you can volunteer, go to www.operationgratitude.
com or email info@operationgratitude.com.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth High School Jazz Band and Concert 
Choir will be performing a free holiday concert at the 
Chatsworth Library, Saturday, December 9, 2:00 pm. 
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire St.  For more 
information, call (818) 341-4276.

Valley Ragtime Stomp
 Next meeting is from 2-5:00 pm on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 
Henri’s Restaurant, 21601 Sherman Way in Canoga Park. 
For further information call Ron at 818-766-2384.  The Valley 
Ragtime Stomp is a free monthly concert in Canoga Park, 
featuring ragtime-era and other vintage music, including 
stride, boogie-woogie, blues and ballads. It’s a gathering 
of amateur and professional musicians that welcomes 
newcomers to play or just listen.

 International Folktales
 Renowned storyteller Michael D. McCarty will share 
fascinating tales from around the world to spark the 
imagination of children and families, Saturday, December 
9th, 4 p.m. at the Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit 
Avenue. (818) 368-5687.

San Fernando Valley Youth
Chorus Concert

 The San Fernando Valley Youth Chorus, under the music 
direction of Mr. Sean Carney, invites the community to 

celebrate the holidays at Sharing Light, a musical concert, 
Sunday, December 10, 3:30 pm at Emerson Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 7304 Jordan Ave. in Canoga Park. A 
reception will be held after the concert. Tickets are $5 and 
may be purchased at the door. The Valley Youth Chorus is 
a non-profit choral program for youth from grades two 
through twelve, providing music education for young singers. 
The Choir promotes harmony in the community through 
superior choral instruction, community outreach, and choral 
music performances.  For more information, go to www.
valleyyouthchorus.org.

St John Eudes Christmas Concert
 St John Eudes Chatsworth Christmas concert will 
be on Dec 15 at 7:30 pm. Traditional carols, and “The 
Shoemaker’s Gift”, a Leo Tolstoy Russian tale which gave 
Dr. Dana Howell, the choir director, inspiration to compose 
music and lyrics. Tickets $15, under 12 free.  For more info, 
call Mary 818-346-0927.

Spark of Love Toy Drive
 Ralphs and the crew of Fire Station 96 are teaming up for 
the Spark of Love Toy Drive on Sunday, December 17, from 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm at the corner of Devonshire & Canoga. 
Help bring the Holiday spirit to a child by donating a new, 
still-in-package toy that will be delivered to a child in need this 
holiday season.  For more information, call (818) 519-9225.

Valley Philharmonic Winter Concert
 Come and enjoy your Valley’s young musicians in a Winter 
Concert for the whole family, led by distinguished Conductor, 
Dr. Henry Shin on Sunday, December 17th, 7:00 PM at In-
Christ Community Church, 19514 Rinaldi St. in Northridge.  
Program includes Mozart, Rachmaninoff, Strauss, Holiday 
Music and more!  $10 Ticket Donation.  For advance discount 
tickets contact Jackie at 213-458-4618 or jackiek818@juno.
com, http://valleyphil.org

 Winter Solstice Craft
 Children and families, come mark the shortest day 
of the year by making a snowflake craft, Thursday, 
December 21, 2:30 p.m. at the Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. (818) 368-5687

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator



It Was (Almost) The 
Best Of Times

By David Powell for the Valley Voice

T he days are getting shorter (well, actually each one is still 24 hours, but less of it is light) 
and the evenings are getting cooler.  Halloween, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving 
are in the past and plans are being made for Christmas and Hanukkah.  Students 

are looking forward to winter break.  At this time, the fall sports calendar is coming to a 
conclusion and the winter sports teams are preparing for their season.
 The Sierra Canyon football team ended their season with a 9-3 record after moving 
up from Division 4 to Division 3.  The Trailblazers lost their opening game against Westlake, 
and then won seven straight.  They lost the final regular season game to Paraclete.  The team 
participated in the CIF-SS playoffs.  In the first round game against Hart, the score was tied 
7-7 after three quarters.  Hart scored two touchdowns in the fourth quarter to secure the win.  
An interesting factoid – Paraclete is coached by Dean Herrington, while Hart is coached by 
brother Mike Herrington.  Perhaps Mike was able to glean some scouting information from 
brother Dean.
 On offense, the Trailblazers lost starting quarterback senior Mason Quandt in the first 
quarter of their first game, with a season ending injury.  Eventually freshman Chayden Peery 
assumed the role of starting quarterback.   I asked Chayden if it was difficult to suddenly be 
thrust into the role of starting quarterback.  Chayden responded, “Dealing with the starting 
quarterback position wasn’t too hard, as I always wanted to start varsity as a freshman and 

was well prepared.  I just needed to listen to my coaches and use what I was taught.”  For 
the season, Chayden completed 67 percent of his passes, with 13 touchdown passes and 4 
interceptions.  Offensively, Sierra Canyon tallied 359 points this season, averaging over 32 
points per game with a nice balance of rushing and passing.
 The Trailblazers presented more than offense – their defense was especially strong, 
yielding a total of 99 points the entire season.  This included three shut-outs and two games 
where they gave up only a field goal.  The defense accounted for 14 interceptions and 10 

fumble recoveries.  The 2017 team will lose 
some players to graduation (as does every 
team), but many underclassmen gained 
significant game experience and will for a 
strong nucleus for the 2018 school year.
 Enjoying a successful season again 
this year is the girls’ volleyball team.  
The Trailblazers were undefeated (12-
0) in the Gold Coast League.  SC was so 
dominant as a team in league play, they 
led statistically in virtually all categories:  
hitting percentage, kills, assists, service 
aces, blocks, and digs.  After winning 
the CIF-SS Division 4 title last year, the 
team moved up to Division 3.  Moving 
up did not deter the team.  In the CIF-
SS Division 3 playoffs, the team enjoyed 
a first round bye.  The second round 
match resulted in a victory over Citrus 
Valley, followed by a win over Serrano in 
the semi-final round.  In the finals, Sierra 
Canyon defeated LaSalle (25-21, 25-16, 
18-25, 25-17) to win the CIF-SS Division 
3 title.  This was “payback time” since 
LaSalle defeated SC handily earlier in the 
season.  
 With the win, the team moved on 
to the D2 state regional playoffs.  The 
team bested Carson, Culver City, and 
Sage Hill to reach the finals.  On a cool 
Saturday evening, the Sierra Canyon 
gym was overflowing with vocal fans 

as the Trailblazers faced off against LaSalle for the third time this season.  In a 
closely contested match, SC ultimately prevailed after losing the first two sets (16-
25, 19-25, 25-16, 25-23, 15-10) to secure the regional title.  The team will next play 

Atherton Sacred Heart Prep for the 
state championship in Division II.
 Zoe Fleck was recently honored 
with selection to the UnderArmour All 
American team for 2017.  Zoe, the only 
senior on the team, has committed to play 
for UC Santa Barbara.  Zoe related that, 
“as the lone senior this year, my leadership 
role has changed so much.  This is my 
second year as captain and many of the 
younger girls are looking to me to lead and 
keep our team attitude positive.”  With all 
other team members returning, the future 
looks bright for girls’ volleyball in 2018.

    (EDITOR'S NOTE:) Sierra Canyon won 
its first state girl's volleyball championship 
over Atherton Sacred Heart Prep, Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at Rancho Santiago College.

Photos by David Powell
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No Drugs
High Tech!

“State of the art 
technology for treatments!”

By appointment only.

Dr. Lucy M. Cooper, OMD, DAOM, LAc
Diplomate, Antiaging Medicine ACHM

lucycooperlac@hotmail.com

818.390.3951

www.acupunctureherbs.net

Holistic Blood 
Tests to Match

Nutritional Needs

get $2
back per
sq. ft.

Variety is the
spice of landscapes.
swap your lawn for sustainable landscaping and get
$2 back per sq. ft through december 31st

Sierra Canyon presented a strong defense this season. Here 5 defenders
are involved in stopping the runner led by #71 Jack Ambrosia.

 Zoe Fleck shows the volleyball skills 
that made her an 

All American selection.

Chayden Peery (#8), freshman 
quarterback sets up to pass.
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NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfiels, CA 93312
661-588-7953

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980     

MONTCLAIR          
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988        

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284 

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

††Only advertised accent chairs are eligible for the buy one get one free promotion. The amount of the 2nd accent chair will be deducted from the price of both chairs. Example: for a purchase of a $499.99 and $399.99 chair, $200 will be deducted from both chairs. 
‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection 
plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE 
FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution 
is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only 
at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/
or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: 
December 5, 2017. Expires: December 18, 2017.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. 
No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be 
rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit 
approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If 
you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances 
on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

no interest* • no money down • no minimum purchase
6 YEARS* On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 12/5/2017 

to 12/18/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 72 months. Ashley 
Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery 
charges are due at time of purchase. See below for details.

or on our everyday low prices

NO INTEREST*  
NO DOWN PAYMENT  
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

YEARS5
    20%OFF‡‡

STOREWIDE

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 12/5/2017 to 12/18/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 60 months. Ashley 
Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details. 

plus  

HOME
for the HOLIDAYS 

8915 Rosedale Hwy, Bakersfield, CA 93312 • 661-588-7953
Bakersfield, CATAKE A LOOK AT US NOW!

HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

DECEMBER 18TH

AT 9PM!

WE WILL
BE CLOSED

CHRISTMAS DAY
MONDAY,

DECEMBER
25TH!




