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Speaking up for the
Voiceless Victims Of the

COVID-19 Pandemic
By Veronique de Rugy

Americans are well versed in the consequences for 
physical health from COVID-19. Newspapers brim 
daily with scary headlines alarming us of any risk that 

it might pose, no matter how minor or remote. But there are 
other nasty and less often discussed consequences brought 
on by this pandemic and by our collective reaction to it — 
whether that’s due to people locking themselves up at home 
out of fear of encountering others or government-ordered 
lockdowns.
 These consequences deserve our attention. They are real 
and poignant, and they disproportionately affect society’s 
least powerful. Victims of the current pandemic response 
have little political or economic voice. So, let me speak for 
them:
 They are the small-business owners who have seen their 
businesses destroyed by the lockdowns. They are the owners 
of restaurants and small shops that never reopened, even 
when the lockdowns were partially lifted.
 They are the small-business owners who don’t know 
how long they can survive with so few customers, but they 
know that they won’t survive another lockdown.
 They are essential workers who have continued to labor 
hard to provide our health care and our groceries, even when 
their children were stranded at home in spite of overwhelming 
evidence that schools are not a locus of COVID-19 infection.
 They are the countless children who have been 
dramatically falling behind in school. They are the children 
whose math skills are plummeting. They are the kids with 
disabilities and the English-language learners whose 
academic performances are collapsing. They are the 
kids who’ve dropped out of school entirely. They are the 
kindergarteners who sit in front of a screen for hours and 
have not experienced the joy of playing with other kids 
during recess, ever.
 They are the college students who are locked in their 
dorms and “learning” online with little contact with peers 
or professors. They are all the other college kids who simply 
drop out of school to take care of their families.
 They are all the children whose anxiety levels have 
dramatically soared. They have lost hope; they are depressed. 
Many are thinking of suicide. Some even commit it.
 They are the elderly — our parents and grandparents — 
who haven’t seen their children and grandchildren in almost 
a year.
 My own two children and I have not been able — for the 
past eight months — to visit their grandparents in France, 
or even those in California. Some of these grandparents 
live alone. The isolation from family and friends has been 
particularly brutal.

 They are the medical patients dying alone. They are the 
patients receiving treatments, or bad news, from their doctors 
with no family support.
 They are the people whose routine health screenings 
have been suspended — many of whom, as a result, will 
prematurely die. They are the people who don’t get their 
vaccines, medications, allergy shots or root canals.
 They are the people who “celebrate” birthdays, holidays 
and other important milestones alone. They are people who 
cannot attend loved ones’ funerals. They are the young couples 
who have to postpone their weddings or their children’s 
baptisms.
 They are the ones suffering from anxiety whose therapies 
are suspended. They are the people of all ages who, as a result, 
tragically decide to end their lives. They are the people who 
numb the pain of isolation with drugs or alcohol abuse. They 
are the people with addictions whose rehab centers are closed. 
There are the women and children locked in with their abusers.
 They are the ones who have lost jobs and who wait forlornly 
in long unemployment lines. They have no idea whether they’ll 
be employable at the end of this ordeal. They are the workers 
who will give up on joining the labor force.
 They are today’s young people, who will shoulder the 
burden of an irresponsible fiscal response to this pandemic, 
and the unfathomable debt it created.
 These victims deserve a voice. They should be heard. 
But sadly, sounds of their plight fall on the deaf ears of some 
affluent and influential policymakers, many of whom are much 
less affected.
 Avoiding COVID-19 at all costs is a valid path for some, 
but we cannot ignore the suffering that this pandemic and our 
collective response to it inflict on millions of fellow citizens. 
Throwing money at them won’t change the reality of their 
current lives.
 (Veronique de Rugy is a senior research fellow at George 
Mason University.) -  Creators Syndicate 
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Trump Won His 
Other Campaign –
To Destroy Media 

Credibility
By Larry Elder

Convinced that President Donald Trump lost his bid for 
reelection, the media suddenly became less hysterical. 
Just like that, the media, at least to some degree, 

rediscovered concepts such as fairness and perspective, 
AWOL the last four years.
 Two weeks after the election, New York Times 
Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Nicholas Kristof 
haltingly, grudgingly and reluctantly, admitted that yes, 
Trump was right. Banning in-person school education 
to fight COVID-19 was and is bad policy. Kristof wrote: 
“Some things are true even though President Trump says 
them. Trump has been demanding for months that schools 
reopen, and on that he seems to have been largely right. 
Schools, especially elementary schools, do not appear to 
have been major sources of coronavirus transmission, 
and remote learning is proving to be a catastrophe for 
many low-income children.” Kristof, of course, could 
not acknowledge Trump’s correct judgement without 
the “somethings are true even though Trump says them” 
snark. But remember, this is The New York Times, a 
paper that has not endorsed a Republican for president 
since 1956. Little steps.
 Kristof even took a Trump-like swipe at Democratic-
run cities. And, whether inadvertently or not, he made 
the case for K-12 vouchers for inner city kids: “So 
Democrats helped preside over school closures that have 
devastated millions of families and damaged children’s 
futures. Cities such as Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Washington, D.C., have closed schools while allowing 
restaurants to operate. ... School closures magnify these 
inequities, as many private schools remain open and 
affluent parents are better able to help kids adjust to 
remote learning. At the same time, low-income children 
fall even further behind.”
 The New York Times again, after the media awarded 
the election to former Vice President Joe Biden, even 
questioned the science behind a ban on outdoor dining, 
like most counties in California recently enacted. In 
“Small Gatherings Spread the Virus, but Are They 
Causing the Surge?” the Times wrote:
 “But are dinners and backyard barbecues really 
the engine driving the current surge of infections? The 
available data do not support that contention, scientists 
say. Still, the idea has been repeated so often it has become 
conventional wisdom, leading to significant restrictions 
in many states. ...
 “But many epidemiologists are far less certain, 
saying there is little evidence to suggest that household 
gatherings were the source of the majority of infections 
since the summer. Indeed, it has become much harder to 
pinpoint any source of any outbreak, now that the virus 
is so widespread and Americans may be exposed in so 
many ways. ...
 “A constant drumbeat about the dangers of social 
gatherings may help to convey the seriousness of the 
current surge, (Harvard University infectious disease 
epidemiologist Julia Marcus) said. On the other hand, 
in some states the misperception has led to draconian 
policies that don’t square with science.”
 Goodness! If Pulitzer gave a prize for “Fair and 
Balanced Coronavirus Stories in the Post-Trump Era,” 
The New York Times might actually deserve this one.
 Former Washington Post reporter Carl Bernstein 
shared the mood of much of the Trump-hating left 
when he accused Trump of “homicidal negligence” in 
his handling of the coronavirus. But Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
post-election, also sounds Trumpian. On the possibility 
of further lockdowns, Fauci recently said: “There is no 
appetite for locking down in the American public, but 
I believe that we can do it without a lockdown. I really 
do. ... You could still get businesses going. You could still 



Throughout history, God often chooses the humble things of this world to make His 
glory known, and one of the most beautiful examples of this truth is Christmas 
story, which is documented in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. First, we see a 

humble young woman—the virgin Mary—chosen to be the mother of the Savior of 
the world. Next, we see the man to whom Mary was engaged, Joseph, who wasn’t a 
rich or powerful man, but a modest carpenter. Even the birthplace of Jesus 
Christ was lowly and unspectacular—a manger in Bethlehem. Though Isaiah 
9:6 describes Jesus as our “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace,” He wasn’t born in a palace or a state-of-the-art 
hospital, but in essence, a barn.

In Luke 2:8-12, the Bible says “there were shepherds living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’” 

Shepherds aren’t exactly admired or exalted today, nor were they in 
biblical times. And yet God chose men from a lowly status and profession to receive 
this angelic message and to have the honor of viewing a great company of angels who 
appeared in the heavens, “praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.’” The manner in which 
the shepherds responded to the Light of the World is an example to us all. Because of 
their faith and obedience, the shepherds were one of the first witnesses of the arrival 
of God’s gift to humanity—His one and only Son. Here are four important things we 
learn from this wonderful account:

1. They Investigated – Verse 15 tells us that when the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
They wanted to see for themselves. This response demonstrates that faith 
does not exclude careful examination. It’s always a good thing to investigate 
the truth!

2. They Hurried – When the shepherds learned of this awesome news, they 
didn’t hang out in the fields and sip their coffee and play another game of 
chess. No, the Bible says “they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby, who was lying in the manger.” When you hear the Good News, 
don’t delay!

3. They Spread the Word – Once the shepherds actually saw baby Jesus, verse 
18 says, “they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them.” When you find out something as amazing as the fact that God sent 
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How Do You Respond to the How Do You Respond to the 
Light of Christmas?Light of Christmas?

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
-  Shepherd of the Hills

His Son to bring salvation to the world—this is called the Gospel—it’s impossi-
ble to keep this news to yourself. You must spread the Word.

4. They Glorified and Praised – Next, Luke 2:20 says, “the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told.” The Lord is worthy of all glory, honor, and 

praise. He keeps His promises and has made a way for all of hu-
mankind to come to Him for abundant life here on earth as well as 
eternal life in Heaven. This Christmas, take a moment to thank God 
and praise Him for His marvelous deeds.

Jesus is the Light of the World! I want to encourage you to respond just 
as the shepherds did by investigating, hurrying, spreading the word, and glo-
rifying and praising the Father for this incomparable gift. To learn more, 
please join us at Shepherd Church on Saturdays and Sundays in person, or 
online via https://live.shepherdchurch.com/. Merry Christmas!
 
 Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible 

Call to Share Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the se-
nior pastor of Shepherd Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles 
area. You can watch services online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and 
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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(Continued from page 1)
have economic forward thinking while you’re doing that. You don’t necessarily have to 
shut everything down. Hopefully we won’t have to do that.”
 No “appetite” for another lockdown? What happened to “follow the science”? This 
is yet another tacit admission that, as Trump insisted, we must consider the unintended 
consequences of shutting down the economy, including increased rates of suicide, 
depression, homicide, drug abuse, alcoholism and domestic violence.
 Finally, did serial Trump CNN critic, Jake Tapper praise, literally praise and credit 
Trump for the speed with which drug manufacturers have apparently developed vaccines 
for COVID-19? Yes, he did. Tapper said: “We should take a moment, as we always have 
when discussing vaccine and Operation Warp Speed, that this is — you know, putting 
aside all of the failures of the Trump administration when it comes to the coronavirus, 
and there are lots — this is an unmitigated success and we should acknowledge that.”
 For four years, major media, along with their Democratic comrades, banded together 
to bring down Trump. They appear to have succeeded. But as to Trump’s campaign to 
expose the media’s blatant, often vicious anti-Republican bias so that much of America 
will never again trust it, Trump won. Huge.

Trump Won His Other Campaign 
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From the Left

Drain the 
Swamp

By Susan Estrich

T his is getting absolutely ridiculous. Rudy Giuliani’s 
money grab. The utter waste of resources, all of it aimed 
at stopping the state from certifying election results that 

show Joe Biden has won. Weeks of searching that brought just 
two people whose ballots were rejected as inaccurate, called by 
the president himself, in the hopes that they would convince the 
judge to throw out every other vote and eliminate Pennsylvania 
from the Electoral College vote. Two ballots invalidating tens 
of millions — not going to happen. I am beginning to feel sorry 
for the lawyers who keep filing these frivolous suits knowing 
that they could be sanctioned for it. And should be.
 Every day has been the same since the election. Every 
day, they file another lawsuit; they lose; lawyers quit or are 
fired; new increasingly unqualified lawyers are found. For 
all their efforts, the Trump lawyers have won only one suit in 
Pennsylvania, the focus of their attention. But the state Supreme 
Court just reversed it. Of the countless lawsuits filed, Trump 
has lost virtually every one. Giuliani’s utter ineffectiveness in 
a Pennsylvania hearing — his inability to present any specifics 
whatsoever to back up his claims of nationwide fraud and his 
clumsy performance under questioning — strongly suggests 
(actually, proves) that the expenditure of millions of dollars to 
prove with evidence that the election was crooked has failed 
entirely in the courts.
 To be clear, the orderly transfer of power is the hallmark of a democracy. Trump 
never cared much for the Constitution, and it shows. His determination to hold on to his 
base, to convince it that the election was stolen and that he is fighting back, is not helping 
in Georgia. But Trump is keeping the base angry and focused. Trump wants his hardcore 
base to resist Biden at every point, to turn Trump himself into the figure that Biden must 
deal with, not his colleagues in the Senate or elsewhere.
 Trump has been trying and succeeding in convincing people, certainly his base, that 
the election process was unfair, and even that the presidency was stolen from him. That 
they can’t prove it in court is just a reason to attack the courts. In the alternate reality that 
Trump has created and that Republican cowards play lip service to, the election isn’t over; 
the transition can’t begin; and if Biden is inaugurated, as he will be, it will be the debut of 
Trump’s new television show on which he claims Biden is an illegitimate president. Trump 
has a base whose strength and strong-held beliefs will, if he plays it right, be a power for 
him to “reclaim” the job that no one apparently has had the guts to tell him he lost. If 
you’re looking for cowards, look no further than the yes-men around Trump, and that is 
the last thing he needs.
 Or if you want to be bipartisan, look at California Gov. Gavin Newsom. The other 
big story, probably the only story big enough to challenge Trump’s public breakdowns, is 
the coronavirus, where politicians should serve as role models as infections spike. Except 
for Newsom. It’s not just that he went out to dinner with 12 friends, including a number 
of major medical lobbyists, to celebrate another one of the lobbyist’s birthdays. They also 
sat closely and, according to pictures, without wearing masks. The glass door that opened 
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to the patio was reportedly shut at least part of the time to provide greater privacy for their 
discussions, no doubt of issues entirely unrelated to health care. No one appeared to have a 
mask on, even though most were not eating. “Do as I say, not as I do” simply doesn’t work.
 What makes it even worse is that Newsom’s original response was clearly the work of a 
weasel. He claimed that he “took safety precautions,” but the pictures clearly show there were 
more than three families at the celebration. Newsom hasn’t denied the photos’ accuracy. What 
credibility does this man have when he tells us to stay home while he goes out to drink and dine 
with lobbyists?
 Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, I should add, may be even less popular than Newsom. 
The inconsistencies of his regulations, the warnings followed by nothing, the clear inability to 
stand up to anyone — all of this has marked the mayor’s term. His big accomplishment is one 
that seems a little ridiculous today: hosting the Olympics, maybe, in 2028. This is what he has 
to show for himself. The homelessness problem is out of control. There are countless kids who 
aren’t even registered for school. Garcetti’s promise to address homelessness while protecting 
neighborhoods has led to failed “bridge” refugee camps on expensive city property, while 
meth users and bike thieves operate openly in front of the police. When people heard that he 
might be up for a job in transportation, everyone laughed. Garcetti is an expert in traffic; we 
have more of it than we did before he became mayor, and we’re still holding our breath to see 
if we are the last major city to have a train to the airport.
 Do you think we could get rid of all three of them? Trump needs to go, of course, but we’ll 
do that; it’s Newsom and Garcetti who may be next in line.

-  Creators Syndicate 

We Need the West
Valley Animal Shelter

By John Lee
Councilmember District 12

This past June, the Los Angeles Animal Services Department (LAAS) proposed 
converting the West Valley Animal Shelter into a Community Resource Center, 
which, in partnership with a nonprofit rescue organization, would provide 

adoption services and pet ownership resources. I do not support this proposal and 
want to see the shelter restored as one of two city-run animal shelter facilities in the 
San Fernando Valley. 
 Though it is one of the smallest City departments in terms of number of employees, 
the Animals Services Department, or LAAS, serves an important role in the rescue 
and care of our city’s animals, be they lost, stray, or surrendered. From 2017 to 2019, 
Los Angeles’ six animal shelters took in an average of 45,000 animals each year. And 
while the 2020 numbers are slightly lower as a result of the pandemic, the need is still 
great for facilities that can provide animal intake services.
 When the COVID-19 pandemic began, Mayor Garcetti announced the closure 
of the North Central and West Valley animal shelters in order for the department to 
adequately care for the animals currently in shelters with fewer staff and resources. 
These closures were supposed to be temporary. However, several months into the 
shelters’ closures, LAAS prepared a draft proposal to convert the temporarily closed 
West Valley shelter into a Community Resource Center, which would be operated 
by a nonprofit rescue organization to provide adoption and limited services to our 
residents. It would no longer serve as a facility that residents could contact for animal 
intake, adoption, surrender, or other animal issues.  
 If the shelter was converted as proposed, the San Fernando Valley, which is almost 
half the geographic area of the entire city, would be left with one shelter. This is not a 
fair and equitable distribution of city resources for our Valley’s taxpaying residents. 
 Over the last few months, I’ve heard from and spoken with many local residents 
about their concerns with this proposal. I’ve also spoken with LAAS leadership, 
including General Manager Brenda Barnette, to advocate our community’s desire 
to keep the shelter open. This week, at a meeting of the city’s Personnel and Animal 
Welfare Committee, I was extremely pleased to hear Brenda share that LAAS 
tentatively plans to reopen West Valley Animal Shelter sometime in 2021. While this 
plan is subject to change, I will continue to make sure our residents’ voices are heard, 
and fight for a full reopening of the West Valley facility as a city-operated animal 
shelter. Valley residents deserve to have a voice in the shaping of the future of this vital 
community facility and resource.
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LA and the Missing Mayor
By Mac Shorty

CITY WATCH LA - This month marks seven years of Eric Garcetti’s reign as mayor. Those seven years have left many 
Angelinos hard-pressed to name even a single aspect of our civic life that has improved.
 Most recently, Mr. Garcetti has blundered his way through the COVID-19 response. He has pared back on testing sites 

and slots, ignored the plight of low-income communities, and threatened already hurting job creators.  
 The resulting devastation has hit minority communities the hardest. These human beings are not statistics to me. I have 
seen single mothers cast from their jobs like disposable goods. I have had children come to me asking if their futures will ever 
recover.
 I assure them they will. But Mayor Garcetti threatens my ability to keep that promise to those in our community who are 
concerned about their future.
 His mismanagement of the pandemic has only magnifi ed his other failures. Under his watch, homelessness in Los Angeles 
has increased by 75%. Tonight, over 16,000 Angelinos will go to sleep in their cars, and more than 42,000 will have no shelter 
at all. On the streets, they will face hell on earth. 
 A UN report compared Skid Row’s conditions to a Syrian refugee camp. It is a scene of rodents crawling in gutters and 
raw sewage fl owing into storm drains. Public health experts have pointed to the sanitation impact itself as grounds for a public 
health emergency. It’s no wonder that the death toll for the homeless has spiked 76% in the last fi ve years. One homelessness 
expert says a leading cause of death is hyperthermia from exposure to the elements.
 Meanwhile, Mr. Garcetti goes to sleep in his plush taxpayer funded mansion and rents out his personal home for $5,000 
a month. He travels the country seeking to prop up a future career in higher offi ce. In one 12-month stretch, he spent 112 
days—more than 30 percent of his time—away from LA. 
 With him so removed from the crisis, is anyone surprised that his remedies have failed?
 So-called “Project Roomkey,” which was supposed to allow homeless individuals to stay in vacant hotel and motel rooms, 
was dead on arrival. So was his promise to build housing for the homeless through Measure HHH. Four years after voters 
approved $1.2 billion to build 10,000 units, less than 50 units have been completed. Meanwhile, astronomical development 
costs have cut the number of units promised from 10,000 to 6,000.
 Where he has failed in the temporary fi x of housing, he has also failed in the long-term cure of job creation. Mr. Garcetti 
has all but dropped his promise to eliminate the city’s business tax, even though job creators say it is the chief reason they 
won’t come to LA.
 Adding to our fi scal problems, Mr. Garcetti has made no attempt to control the rising costs of pension benefi ts. The result 
has been cuts in services and decaying infrastructure, including horrifi c traffi c and a deteriorating subway system. Spending on 
pension and retirement benefi ts for city workers now consumes 20 percent of the general fund—four times what it did in 2002. 
 While these problems fester, an ongoing, FBI-led corruption probe will likely distract our missing mayor. The LA 
Times reported that the ongoing FBI investigation into City Councilman Jose Huizar has expanded to include “current and 
former members of Garcetti’s administration.”
 Through cronyism, neglect, and absenteeism, Mayor Garcetti has made the disparities of Los Angeles worse than ever. 
People are now pouring into the streets—sometimes to protest, sometimes to live in tents, sometimes to die.
 That is why some Angelenos are advocating for his recall, because they believe it is the only way to secure the new 
beginning we so desperately need.
 There is a virus ravaging Los Angeles, and it won’t be cured by Eric Garcetti. Together, let’s set Los Angeles on a new, 
united path.

(Mac Shorty is a former Methodist minister, former vice chair of the Watts, Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, and founder 
of the community repower movement) Posted fi rst at Townhall.com.

Trump, always infuriated by criticism, has called for columnists who disparage him to be fi red, hecklers at his rallies to 
be beaten up, and TV stations to lose their licenses if they run ads vilifying his handling of the pandemic — calls routinely 
amplifi ed on social media by tens of thousands of his followers.
 When a Babson College professor joked that Iran ought to bomb “sites of beloved American cultural heritage” like 
the Mall of America and the Kardashian residence, a right-wing website launched a campaign that got him fi red.
 The new Cato survey found that more than one in fi ve Americans (22 percent) would support fi ring a business executive 
who donated money to Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential campaign, while 31 percent would be OK with fi ring someone 
who gave money to Trump’s re-election campaign. The urge to ostracize or penalize unwelcome views isn’t restricted to 
just one end of the spectrum.
 Americans’ right to free speech is shielded by the Constitution to a degree unmatched anywhere else. But our First 
Amendment guarantees will prove impotent if the habit of free speech is lost. For generations, Americans were raised to 
see debate as legitimate, desirable, and essential to democratic health. They quoted Voltaire’s (apocryphal) aphorism: 
“I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to the death your right to say it.” Editors, publishers, satirists, and civil 
libertarians took to heart the dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who wrote that “the principle 
of free thought” is meant to enshrine “not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we 
hate.”
 But that principle has been turned on its head. The “thought that we hate” is not tolerated but stifl ed. It is reviled as 
taboo, forbidden to be uttered. Anyone expressing it may be accused not just of giving offense, but of literally endangering 
those who disagree. And even if only some people lose their careers or reputations for saying something “wrong,” countless 
others get the chilling message.
 “And so dread settles in,” writes journalist Emily Yoffe. “Challenging books go untaught. Deep conversations are not 
had. Friendships are not formed. Classmates and colleagues eye each other with suspicion.”
 And 62 percent of Americans fear to express what they think.
 The speaker in Norman Rockwell’s painting may have had something unpopular to say, but neither he nor his 
neighbors had any doubt that it was appropriate for him to say it. Now, such doubt is everywhere, and freedom of speech 
has never been more threatened.

Fear of Speech Replacing Freedom of Speech

Hold Onto Your Wallets
By Jack Humphreville

Bad News for Progressives: It’s 
Still a Conservative Country

By Stephen Moore

It’s not exactly clear how it happened. No one expected it, least of all the media and pollsters. But that promised big 
blue wave of Democratic victories across the country turned instead into a red tidal wave from coast to coast. Most 
progressive ballot issues in the states — from tax increases to racial preferences — also came crashing down.

 A big reason for this turnaround in the election was the massive turnout for President Donald Trump on Election 
Day. The irony is that Trump’s coattails pulled hundreds of Republicans over the goal line — but they didn’t save him 
from a razor-tight defeat.
 So, how deep were the losses for the Democrats? In the U.S. House, Nancy Pelosi thought her troops would gain 10 
to 12 seats. Instead, they lost, at last count, nine.
 But the real carnage was in the state houses. Hold on to your hats; here is the latest from our allies at the American 
Legislative Exchange Council. The GOP gained a total of 192 House and 40 Senate seats. Republicans flipped control of 
three chambers.
 As a result of these big and improbable wins, Republicans now have majority control in both House and Senate 
chambers in 31 of 50 states. Democrats have control in only 18 states. That’s a map of the USA that looks awfully red 
throughout middle America, with only the rusting Northeast and the West Coast colored blue.
 What is truly stunning about this story is that Democrats and liberal/progressive donors (Michael Bloomberg, 
George Soros, Mark Zuckerberg, et al.) poured hundreds of millions of dollars into the states to take over legislatures with 
unprecedented spending in Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania. The American Legislative Exchange Council president, Lisa 
Nelson, estimates that Democrats outspent Republicans “at least 3-to-1 in the states.” And all they got was a lousy T-shirt.
 Money just doesn’t buy you love with voters.
 Speaking of money, voters don’t want politicians taking more of it from them. In Illinois, Colorado and California, 
major tax hikes lost, and tax cuts were approved by voters. Racial preferences, rent control and pro-union measures went 
down in flames in California — the cradle of progressive wacko ideas.
 Even Democrats admit that their party’s embrace of socialism was a major turnoff to voters. Rep. Abigail Spanberger 
from Virginia won her race, but she isn’t a happy camper. “We need to not ever use the words ‘socialist’ or ‘socialism’ ever 
again,” she says. Democrats, she angrily continued, “lost good members because of that.”
 Of course, Republicans lost by a razor’s edge the prize of the White House, which is a stinging defeat for conservatism. 
But no one in modern times has turned out voters like Donald J. Trump. Even USA Today admits that it was the big 
“Trump turnout” that swung state and local elections in a conservative direction.
 If the Democrats govern as the party of Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 
Sanders, they can expect even deeper losses in 2022. They may even suffer their ultimate nightmare, a return to the White 
House by Trump in 2024. Trumpism and putting America first are still alive and well.
 (Stephen Moore is a senior fellow at the Heritage Foundation and an economic consultant with 
FreedomWorks.) 
 -  Creators Syndicate 

CITY WATCH LA  -  “You don’t raise taxes during a recession…. The last thing 
you want to do is raise taxes in the middle of the recession because that would just 
suck up and take more demand out of the economy and put businesses in a further 

hole.” Barack Obama, 2011 
 The Proposition 15, the Split Roll that would have increased the property taxes 
of the owners of commercial and industrial properties by $12 billion a year, has been 
rejected by the voters.  
 This rejection will not stop our Elected Elite and the leaders of the public sector 
unions from trying to pick our pockets despite the fact that California is already one of 
the highest, if the highest, taxed state in the country.  
 Over the last few years, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority has been 
considering a “congestion tax” that would raise between $5 billion and $10 billion 
a year over the next ten years.  This is in addition to the $3 billion a year that we 
contribute through the 2% sales tax.  This new revenue would be used to fund Mayor 
Garcetti’s $26 billion “28 for’28” initiative in time for the Olympics as well as free fares 
for all transit riders, billions in cost overruns, and Metro’s inefficient bureaucracy and 
bloated payroll. 
 Our friends in Sacramento have also considered a new millionaire’s tax which 
would impose a surcharge of 1% of all income over $1 million, increasing to 3% on 
income over $2 million, and 3.5% for all earnings in excess of $5 million.  That would 
increase the marginal tax rate from 13.3%, already the highest in the nation, to 16.8%.  
According to its sponsors, this levy would raise almost $7 billion a year. 

 S a c r a m e n t o ’ s 
politicians have also 
proposed the nation’s 
first “Wealth Tax” which 

impose a 0.4% levy on Californians’ net worth in excess of $30 million.  The expected 
haul: $7.5 billion.  
 While these two levies would raise an estimated $14 billion, an amount that has the 
leaders of the teachers union salivating, the negative impact on our economy and the 
State’s reputation would be considerable.  More than likely, it would drive a number 
of wealthy individuals, their entrepreneurial spirit and investment capital, and their 
businesses which employ slews of Californians out of state to more friendly tax and 
regulatory environments.  
 There are also rumblings that the City of Los Angeles will be placing a measure 
on the ballot that would authorize up to $2 billion in bonds to finance affordable and 
homeless housing.  This would result in a substantial increase in our property taxes.  
 And more than likely, the Los Angeles Unified School District will also place a 
measure on the ballot in next few years to raise money to finance its unsustainable labor 
contract negotiated by Mayor Garcetti and its underfunded pension plan and other 
retirement liabilities. 
 And who knows what the County will do, especially given the sorry state of its 
pension plan? 
 One common theme is that while our Elected Elite want us to approve tax increases, 
and massive ones at that, they are not willing to engage in any real reforms: open and 
transparent labor negotiations, the restructuring of the underfunded pension plans, 
benchmarking the efficiency of their operations, or independent oversight of their 
budgets and finances.  
 But this is not a one-way street.  And until our elected officials are willing to engage 
in real reform, we need to continue to vote no on any future tax increases, especially 
during a recession. Just ask Barack Obama. 

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

From B.H. High
To Cabinet Post

Alejandro Mayorkas, formerly the top federal prosecutor in Los Angeles and an ex-deputy secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, was nominated by President-elect Joe Biden to the post of DHS secretary.
 Mayorkas, who has been confirmed by the U.S. Senate three times throughout his career, is the first Latino 

and immigrant nominated to serve in the position.
 Mayorkas was born in Havana, Cuba, and was the highest-ranking Cuban American to serve in the Obama-
Biden Administration. His family brought him to the Los Angeles area when he was an infant. Mayorkas received 
his bachelor’s degree with distinction from the UC Berkeley and a law degree from Loyola Law School. He was a 
graduate of Beverly Hills H.S.
 The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials applauded Biden’s nomination of Mayorkas.
 ``NALEO congratulates the former deputy secretary for his historic nomination as the first Latino, first Cuban-
American, and first immigrant to head DHS,’’ said Arturo Vargas, CEO of NALEO. ``As a Cuban-Jewish American 
and son of a Holocaust survivor, Mayorkas brings a real-life understanding of the immigrant experience that, together 
with his breadth of knowledge and experience, make him an exceptional choice to head DHS.’’
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Hands Off Operation Warp Speed
By Betsy McCaughey

Joe Biden is fearmongering that “more people may die” because the Trump 
administration hasn’t begun transitioning oversight over the COVID-19 vaccines 
to the Biden team. “There was a plan for 300 million doses to be available at the 

end of the year. What they’re reporting now is 20 to 30 million doses available. Why? 
Where are the bottlenecks? “
 A confused Biden mixed up the numbers. Dr. Moncef Slaoui, head of Operation 
Warp Speed, predicts 20 million doses will be shipped out on Dec. 11 and 12, and 
immediately administered to health care workers and other high-risk populations, 
including the elderly, in all 50 states.
 Every month thereafter, tens of millions more doses will be delivered according to a 
precision plan, with delivery sites already designated by each state’s health department. 
By May, Slaoui predicts, enough Americans will have been vaccinated to create herd 
immunity, allowing the nation to get back to normal. That will be the most impressive 
public health triumph in a century.
 
    *  *  *

Provided politics doesn’t blow it up. Biden’s advisers have dangerous ideas about who 
should get vaccinated first. That could spell trouble. Already, globalist groups like the 
World Health Organization and the World Trade Organization are objecting that the 
U.S. has purchased hundreds of millions of doses, putting Americans ahead of residents 
of poor countries. WHO wants every country to get a vaccine supply based on its 
population, sending 2% to each country, and then ramping up to 20%. That would 
doom the U.S. to continued suffering because herd immunity requires about a 70% 
vaccination rate.
 What’s scary is that Biden’s advisers buy into this globalist mentality. God help us 
if they interfere with Operation Warp Speed.
 One of Biden’s COVID-19 advisers, Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, slams “vaccine 
nationalism,” calling it unethical that the rich countries developing vaccines get first 
dibs. “Bad, bad” is Emanuel’s response to the U.S. plan. Emanuel, a member of several 
WHO advisory groups, argues in the journal Science that vaccines should be reserved 

initially for the poorest countries and countries with younger populations first because 
vaccinating an elderly person saves fewer life years than vaccinating a younger person.
 As for who gets vaccinated, the American public paid to be first. The Trump 
administration used taxpayer dollars to prepay for millions of doses of vaccines from 
Pfizer and Moderna before they were approved. That reduced the development risk for 
those companies and ensured priority access. Several European countries took similar 
steps.
 That’s doesn’t mean the rest of the world should not be helped. Astra Zeneca and 
Oxford University, which announced positive results for their vaccine too, plans to 
distribute it across the third world at no profit, for as little as $3 to $5 a dose, and to 
enlist many manufacturers to do the same. The vaccine requires no refrigeration, a big 
plus for global distribution.
 Meanwhile, the best Americans can hope for is that Biden and his political 
appointees don’t meddle in this nation’s vaccine distribution plan.
 Too bad Biden’s COVID-19 advisory board has other ideas. Dr. Celine Gounder, a 
New York University global health professor and Biden adviser, says Operation Warp 
Speed needs to be overhauled to put more emphasis on things other than vaccines, 
including testing and “providing political backing” to local governments to “support 
things that might be unpopular.” Translation: shutdowns. That’s crazy. Vaccines will 
make these draconian options unnecessary.
 Though the Trump administration conceived and launched Operation Warp Speed, 
Slaoui explains that the vaccine rollout has been done totally “isolated from the (Trump) 
administration, from the political environment and political context.” He added “no 
political interference, no bureaucracy, no red tape.” He hopes that will continue after 
the Jan. 20 inauguration.
 Responding to Biden’s demagoguery about the transition delay costing lives, HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar reassured the nation that “the career people” from the Defense 
Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention running Operation 
Warp Speed on Jan. 19 are going to be the same people on Jan. 21.
 Message to Biden: Hands off this medical miracle.

-  Creators Syndicate

8 Nights of Being Present
By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,

Temple Ahavat Shalom, Northridge

Everywhere you go right now, the world is telling you to buy presents.  You pick up a 
gallon of milk at the grocery store and there are little tchotkes by the register.  You 
go to the superstores and they have supersized presents – the new bike, the new 

basketball hoop, the new video game.  Now, I am not going to advocate getting rid of 
presents for Hanukkah.  Personally, I love getting and giving presents for the holiday.  
It is fun and brings a feeling of family and fun. 
 But let’s consider elevating the experience.  How do we add more meaning to each 
day of Hanukkah through the gifts we give?
 One way is already built into the holiday.  When we light candles, we create a time 
to thank God for this special time of year.  Another way is to create a conversation 
for each night of the holiday by creating a kavanah for each day.  “Kavanah” means 
intention.  When we set an intention, we are creating space for holiness and connection.  
We open ourselves up to possibilities of deeper conversations and personal exploration.
 You may be wondering, but how do I set an intention or kavanah for each day of 
Hanukkah?  Below is a list of questions that can be used as a kavanah to help direct 
your intentions.

 DISCUSSION STARTERS:

 1.  Togetherness is part of our family when…
 2.  Sharing is part of our family when…
 3.  Loving is part of our family when…
 4.  Fun is part of our family when…
 5.  Celebration is part of our family when…
 6.  Mitzvot/Good Deeds are part of our family when…
 7.  Learning is part of our family when…
 8.    Tradition is a part of our family when…
 Even if you do not celebrate Hanukkah, you can see how valuable it is to set an 
intention for your day.  In this time, when the days seem to blur one into the other, it is 
valuable to take time, to reflect and share.  
 Happy Hanukkah to those who celebrate and a happy holiday season to all!

“City of Angels?”

Former Deputy Mayor
Ray Chan Charged
with Racketeering

By Jack Humphreville

C ITY WATCH LA  -  The US Attorney announced the indictment of former Deputy 
Mayor Ray Chan along with two other real estate developers in connection with 
the criminal enterprise involving Jose Huizar and the pay-to-play corruption 

scandal that is enveloping a City Hall that refuses to reform its policies and procedures 
involving zoning in the City of Los Angeles. 
 This brings the total to nine individuals who have been charged with racketeering 
and corruption along with two newly indicted companies, Shen Zhen New World I, 
LLC, controlled by Wei Huang, a Chinese billionaire who was just indicted, and 940 
Hill, LLC, an entity controlled by recently indicted Bel Air resident, David Lee. 
 Chan, a former Deputy Mayor appointed by Mayor Eric Garcetti and the former 
General Manager of the Department of Building and Safety, is alleged to be a major 
player in the “CD-14 Enterprise” along with former City Councilman Jose Huizar, 
where over a million dollars changed hands in return for favorable zoning variances 
worth hundreds of millions to the developers. 
 While the pay-to-play corruption scandal is making front page news, the real 
scandal is that Mayor Eric Garcetti and the Nury Martinez led City Council have failed 
to mend their evil ways, refusing to adopt simplistic reforms proposed by Councilman 
David Ryu.  These include not only meaningful campaign finance reform, but a ballot 
measure to delete Section 245 (e) of the City Charter that allows the City Council to 
insert itself into the planning process.  Ryu also proposed an independent Office of Anti-
Corruption and Transparency to oversee land use decisions.  
 The nine indicted individuals are Councilmen Jose Huizar and Mitch Englander, 
Deputy Mayor Ray Chan, lobbyist Morrie Goldman, real estate developers Wei Huang 
and David Lee, Huizar special assistant George Esparza, and bagmen Justin Kim and 
George Chiang.  A number of these individuals have agreed to cooperate with the FBI 
and the US Attorney in their continuing investigation into the criminal enterprise.   

 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)



December, 2020 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 8

The Israelis
By Dennis Prager

I always thought no one — including Israel — could pull off something as incredible 
as the July 4, 1976, raid on Entebbe, Uganda. To remind readers what happened 
that day: A week earlier, on June 27, two Palestinian and two German terrorists 

hijacked an Air France Tel Aviv to Paris flight with 248 passengers on board, which 
they diverted to Entebbe Airport in Uganda. 
 At the airport, the hijackers and four additional terrorists, aided by Uganda’s 
Idi Amin regime, held the Israeli and other Jews, and allowed the 148 non-Jewish 
passengers to fly on to Paris. The terrorists announced that unless 53 Palestinian 
prisoners — 40 in Israel and 13 elsewhere — were released, the kidnapped Jews (and 
the Air France crew, all of whom heroically remained with the Jewish passengers) 
would be killed.
 On July 4, the Israelis flew a disguised transport plane filled with Israeli 
commandos 2,500 miles from Israel to Entebbe. After refueling in Kenya, they 
landed in Entebbe, killed the terrorists and saved nearly every hostage — all in 53 
minutes.
 No one had seen anything quite like the raid on Entebbe, considered at the time 
to have achieved the impossible ... until last month.
 Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, the Iranian scientist considered to be “the driving force 
behind Iran’s nuclear weapons program for two decades” (The New York Times) 
was assassinated in Iran. To appreciate how remarkable this operation was, 
consider this: Fakhrizadeh traveled a different route to work every day, traveled in 
a bulletproof car and was accompanied by three personnel carriers that transported 
heavily armed bodyguards.
 The assassins had cut off electricity to the area surrounding the assassination 
and disabled all video cameras in the area. They exploded a car next to Fakhrizadeh’s 
car and had a remote-control machine gun fire at Fakhrizadeh. The entire operation 
took three minutes. None of the assassins were killed or even wounded. All 12 (the 
number of assassins, according to Javad Mogouyi, a documentary filmmaker for 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps) got away.
 Fakhrizadeh was the fifth Iranian nuclear scientist killed in the last 13 years. 
One must assume that most, if not all, of these assassinations, whether Israel was 
involved or not, were carried out by Iranians — which only shows how many 
Iranians loathe their liberty-suppressing, life-suppressing, women-suppressing, 
Islamo-fascist regime. 
 Too bad Western countries and the Western media also don’t loathe the Iranian 
regime (what they loathe is labeling the Iranian regime “Islamo-fascist”).

    *  *  *
 One would think that every decent human being would welcome the elimination 
of a man whose life was dedicated to the annihilation of another country. There 
is, after all, no parallel in the world to the Iranian regime’s repeatedly stated goal 
of annihilating Israel. And Israel — to the consternation of European leaders, the 
United Nations and major American media — does whatever it takes to prevent 
itself from being annihilated.
 John Brennan, the head of the CIA under President Barack Obama, strongly 
condemned the Fakhrizadeh assassination. Brennan, who has never abandoned the 
moral values he held, condemned the assassination as “a criminal act” and “highly 
reckless” and labeled it “murder” and “state-sponsored terrorism.” He asked Iran 
to “resist the urge” to retaliate and “wait for the return of responsible American 
leadership on the global stage.” 
 In other words, wait until the Holocaust-denying, Islamo-fascist, America-
hating, genocide-seeking Iranian regime is appeased by a Democrat in the White 
House — something guaranteed by, among other developments, Joe Biden’s 
appointment of Brennan’s former deputy director at the CIA, Avril Haines, as his 
director of national intelligence.
 A United Nations spokesman said, “We condemn any assassination or 
extrajudicial killing.”
 A spokesperson for the European Union called Fakhrizadeh’s killing “a 
criminal act” that “runs counter to the principle of respect for human rights the EU 
stands for.”
 A New York Times opinion piece said the assassination “could strengthen 
hard-line factions in Iran arguing against a return to diplomacy.” This statement 
embodies the naivete of the world’s left, including liberals: that evil regimes are 
composed of “hard-line factions” and “moderate factions.” The author of the 
Times opinion piece, Barbara Slavin of the Atlantic Council, added that the foreign 
ministers of Britain, France and Germany should “issue a statement condemning 
the assassination as illegal under international law and damaging to the cause of 
nonproliferation. ... It would be the ultimate tragedy if Israel’s aggression now led 
Iran to change its calculus and go for weapons.”
 To the left around the world, Israel is the villain here, not Iran.
 Upon returning to France, Michel Bacos, the heroic captain of the Air France 
plane hijacked to Entebbe, who refused the opportunity to return to France and 
insisted on remaining with the kidnapped Jews, “was reprimanded by his superiors 
at Air France and temporarily suspended from duty” (The Jerusalem Post, Aug. 3, 
2006). Such are the values of our European allies.

-  Creators Syndicate

If Trump’s Going, Why Are 
We Still Stuck with Newsom?

By Kenneth S. Alpern

CITY WATCH LA - Many of the controversies, hype and debates (some spot-on, and some way 
over the top) surrounding the governance of our nation and world--and our state revolves 
around the handling of the COVID-19 pandemic.

 Enter California Governor Gavin Newsom, the biggest hypocrite of them all, and who is 
arguably emblematic about what makes Californians and Americans throughout the nation really 
hate so-called “limousine liberals”.
 Because he mismanages the state, claims to be a great guy, but he’s anything but “one of us”. 
Democrats, Independents, and Republicans alike despise ANY man/woman who thinks he’s/she’s a 
higher lifeform than anyone else.
 And to any of my pro-Trump friends and neighbors, please consider how many Americans 
just voted for Joe Biden NOT because they know anything about Biden’s ideas for America, but 
because they were SEETHING at the mannerisms and comments from a President who did not 
build enough bridges to those who might otherwise have supported him.
 Ditto for Governor Newsom. 
 Lockdowns for thee, but not for me.
 Lemme tell you, Friend Readers, that as a front-line physician and a grassroots activist of 
longstanding, politicians and “expert” scientists/doctors come in two flavors:
 1) The real deal. The straight arrow. No corruption allowed. They know they’re no better than 
any other human being, and want their credibility respected more than anything else.
 2) The sleazy, self-serving, media-focused celebrity-wannabes who too often have a conflict of 
interest in their actions. Too often, they consider themselves higher lifeforms.
 I miss C. Everett Koop. I miss Republican Senator Hayakawa and Democratic Senator Paul 
Simon. 
 They are examples of the former.
 And Governor Gavin Newsom is a perfect example of the latter. 
 Many Americans probably felt that President Trump’s first-rate medical treatment was not 
available for other COVID-19 victims dying throughout the nation, and many also hold that Gavin 
Newsom has two sets of rules:
 1) One set of rules for himself
 2) One set of rules for everyone else.
 The recent dinner at the upscale French Laundry restaurant last month with topical political 
operatives, attended by Governor Newsom and top lobbyists, including California Medical 
Association leaders was and is as appalling an example of a similar double standard as any.
 Restaurants are being shut down, Halloween was cancelled, Thanksgiving and Christmas 
cancelled, as California is surpassing 1 million cases of Coronavirus infections.
 I may be a Republican, but count me in as one of those who ALWAYS believed in keeping clinics 
open (and businesses open) with the motto of “put on your mask, and get your butt to work, clinic, 
the store, and any vital errand needed to get on with your life”. So, to any Republican screaming 
about “masks are a hoax” count Dr. Alpern as being always against that philosophy.
 To any Democrat protesting in the street, or to any Republican protesting their loss of civil 
rights, one should remember that NO ONE was restricted if they wore their masks on vital business 
and errands (even if masks were always a horrible pain in the butt to deal with). And those folks, 
Democrats or Republicans alike, all spread the virus unnecessarily.
 To those who violated those rules, and to those who get plenty of satisfaction denying others 
their basic human rights, consider how many businesses and churches and schools playing by the 
rules were forced to shut down. 
 And Gavin Newsom was part of that shut down...and even did so to the extent of losing a lawsuit 
to his overly aggressive and inappropriate use of executive power. An appeals court has granted a 
stay in that lawsuit, but the message is clear:
 1) Gavin Newsom is misusing his executive power, and his attendance at the French Laundry 
restaurant is a sign of “Dirty Laundry” shows how prone he is to double standards.
 2) The California Medical Association (CMA), like the American Medical Association (AMA), 
is also too prone to political double-standards and overreach to achieve the respect of many (maybe 
even most) California physicians. Again--ditto for the AMA. They’re NOT physician leaders but 
rather political wannabes, and they do NOT represent front-line physicians.
 3) California politicians jumping on airlines to a Maui conference while airline travel is being 
locked down are hardly any better.
 As the governor and legislature in California continue to oversee an income disparity and 
abandonment on environmental 
and economic policies, and oversee 
a sharp rise in homelessness 
and overdevelopment that 
breaks more rules than can be 
enumerated, the question must 
be asked:
 Why do we keep sending 
these weenies to Sacramento?

 (CityWatch Columnist, 
Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is 
a dermatologist. The views 
expressed in this article are solely 
those of Dr. Alpern.)


