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It's been a wonderful and special 10 years for the Valley Voice, but we couldn't have done 
it without you, our loyal readers, and our advertisers, that make our national award 
winning publication possible.

As we enter into our 11th year, and the Chanukah-Chritsmas season once again, our staff and 
scores of contributors, would like to extend warm wishes to you and yours. Please make the 
most of the holiday, as we look forward to continuing our coverage in the Valley, and especially 
Porter Ranch, the city's best, finest, newest community (and its top scoring public schools).

Signing off with all good wishes to you and your family for health and happiness throughout 
the coming year. The magic of the holidays never ends, and its greatest of gifts are family and 
friends.

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! Goodwill to all, and peace on Earth!

The Reiter Family
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Did you know that AFC o�ers 
a�ordable self pay options?
Stop in and our professional 
medical team will be ready
to treat you quickly, without
an appointment, seven days
a week. That’s our promise.

NO APPOINTMENTS NEEDED.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

8 AM TO 8 PM

Local Students Still See Bright Futures
By Lara Santos, Valley Voice Student Reporter

T hey say that the children are the future… but what does the future hold for them? 
This newspaper represents the San Fernando Valley, but the issue discussed in this 
article is one that reflects not only the SFV, but the nation. The issue at hand is that 

some youth are afraid of what’s to follow graduating from college. 
 Many young people of this generation are vocal about how they feel about it too. 
 Elaine Wu, a public health student at California State University Northridge, says, “I 
think I’m more on the scared side—I’m going to public health, but I want to be a nurse, 
and the school programs, they’re very competitive. The average GPA is 3.8-4.0 and up and 
it’s really hard to get into.”
 Today, to become a nurse, you need shadowing, clinical work, a degree, passing the 
NCLEX for licensure, possible certification, and more. Nursing has always required rigorous 
training and education, but those in the past did not have as rigorous requirements.  This 
is something that holds not only for nursing, but nearly every other field as well, where 
today’s youth are asked to be beyond extremely qualified; to achieve the greatest possible 
capacity imaginable. This does not go without impact on the mental health of students.
 Meeta Banarjee, a psychology professor at CSUN states, “It’s not just about grades, 
it’s about who you are as an individual, so that means what you’re doing outside of school; 
what your interests and hobbies are.”
 This continues onto how the opposite side of the spectrum can also be looked at. While 
there is stress, pressure, and more put on students today, there are job opportunities that 
were not present in the past, and there are youth feeling energized and mobilized to work.
    *  *  *
 Today, there are several youths obtaining non-traditional careers. The growth of social 
media has allowed everyday persons to become a walking advertisement. It would have 
not been imagined in the past that a person could make a living through promoting teas, 
shoes, or any other imaginable product. Beyond promotions, there truly are a number of 
jobs that were non-existent years and years ago—from chief listening officers, to big data 
analysts, to Uber drivers, and the list goes on.
 Marisa Chata, another CSUN student, furthers this point and says, “I think it’s up to 
people with big ideas. I think inspiring more creativity in people and bringing bigger ideas 

to life is going to create more jobs because it takes like a million people to make one idea 
come alive. I think there should be more room for people to inspire themselves.”
 In a time where self-driving cars are being made and drones are going to make 
deliveries for Amazon, creativity is being actualized. This generation has so much 
pressure put onto it, and what it needs more of is space for creativity as this is what is 
creating some of the newest opportunities for work today, and beyond looking at the 
scope of productivity, this creativity is something that should be seen as something that 
supports mental health and growth. 
 There has been a great deal of talk about cutting funds to education, and on a 
more intricate level, there has been talk of cutting funds to art and music programs, 
and even shortening recess time. What this youth needs, and what the next generation 
needs, is the opportunity to exercise empathy, to exercise in general, to paint, to tinker to 
run—because thinking outside of the box is the same as a child’s equivalent of coloring 
outside the lines, and it is this thinking outside of the box that generates jobs that weren’t 
imaginable in the past.
    *  *  *
 This hopeful thinking is shared by students that aren’t disillusioned by the fear and 
stress school have put on them.
 Chata says, “The thing is, I used to be scared, but I made a huge effort in my own 
life to know what it takes to be in a safe zone. I’ve worked for a lot of people and I’m 
pretty social. I’m a huge believer of the idea that life is what you make it.”
 With this new president, one can only imagine how small businesses, start-ups, and 
the economy in general will look.
 Herbert Gooch, a professor of Political Science at California Lutheran University 
weighs in and says, “Given the rise of the stock market after Trump’s election, the 
markets are betting the economy will be up—the thinking is that he will go early for 
tax cuts and large infrastructure spending. I am inclined to think there will be a boost 
in the federal reserve interest rates in December, and that could put counter-pressure 
down in the economy. Trump is such an unknown and there is still 2 ½ months to his 
inauguration that it is really anybody’s guess how the economy will be doing.”

 Regardless of what happens in the future, many in this 
generation are the result of hard work and regardless of 
whether they feel more motivated to succeed or crippled 
by the pressure, it is safe to say that this generation will 
be creating an even richer world around them.

Avoiding Fraud, 
ID Theft

Many legitimate charities and companies utilize 
telemarketing techniques to either call consumers 
or advertise a number for consumers to call. 

Unfortunately fraudulent telemarketers rob people 
every day using phones as their weapons. Fraud and 
identity theft increases through the holiday season and 
it is vital that you know how to protect yourself against 
scammers.
 -  Know who you’re dealing with. If the company or 
charity is unfamiliar, check it out with your state or local 
consumer protection agency and the Better Business 
Bureau. 
 -  Don’t believe promises of easy money. If someone 
claims that you can earn money with little or no work, 
get a loan or credit card even if you have bad credit or 
make money on an investment with little or no risk, it’s 
probably a scam. Always remember, that an offer that 
sounds too good to be true, probably is. 
 -  Think twice before entering contests operated by 
unfamiliar companies. Fraudulent marketers sometimes 
use contest entry forms to identify potential victims.
 -  Never pay to play. It’s illegal for a company to 
require you to buy something or pay a fee in order to win 
or claim a prize. Buying something doesn’t improve your 
chances of winning.
 -  Resist pressure. Legitimate companies will be 
happy to send you detailed information and give you time 
to make a decision. It is probably a scam if the marketer 
demands that you act immediately or will not take "No" 
for an answer.
 -  Guard your personal information. Only provide 
your credit card or bank account number when you are 
actually paying for something. Do not give your social 
security number to a telemarketer.
 -  Senior citizens are particularly vulnerable to 
scams that take advantage of people who live alone. 
Seniors need to be wary when dealing with salespersons, 
particularly over the phone.
 -  Use common sense, ask for names, addresses, and 
call back phone numbers. If you feel suspicious simply 
hang up. 
 If you receive a call from someone claiming to be 
from a Government or unknown agency and you feel 
pressured to make an immediate payment or to share 
your personal information, hang up the phone, stay 
calm, and do your research. 
 If you are victimized, or need advice and assistance, 
call the LAPD Commercial Crimes Division - Fraud 
Section at (213) 485-3795.
 
 By John Lee, Chief of Staff for Councilman 
Mitchell Englander
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A Christmas 
Story

By Chelle Cordero

E very holiday season, families gather to listen 
to stories of cheer and magic. The same stories 
are retold year after year and carried from 

generation to generation. Did you ever wonder how 
the myriad Christmastime ditties, poems and stories 
came to capture youthful imaginations?
 Charles Dickens' own unsettling childhood is 
thought to have had a huge impact on his tales. In "A 
Christmas Carol," Ebenezer Scrooge's transformation 
from a bitter and miserly old man to a generous and 
compassionate gentleman supposedly reflects Dickens' 
feelings about his own father. His father, John Dickens, 
was thrown into debtors' prison for three months, 
which forced young Charles to leave school, pawn his 
treasured books and take a job in a boot-polish factory. 
Even after his father was released, Charles had to 
remain at the factory to help his family recover.
 He loved his father, yet, at the same time, he 
also resented him for the upheaval in his previously 
comfortable life, the loss of a formal education and the 
humiliation he felt working at the factory, where the 
other workers referred to him as the "little gentleman." 
Touched by the plight of the lower working class, 
Charles Dickens incorporated the poverty-stricken 
neighborhoods of London into "A Christmas Carol" 
and many other tales he wrote.

  *  *  *
 The famous poem "A Visit From St. Nicholas" 
(more commonly known as "'Twas the Night Before 
Christmas") was most likely written by Clement 
Clarke Moore, a loving father who was inspired by a 
snowy winter day, a sleigh ride and a local handyman's 
delivering supplies. Although the poem was published 
in a Troy, New York, newspaper in 1832, the author at 
that time remained anonymous. There were as many as 
a dozen speculations as to who wrote this famous poem; 
it was several years until Moore finally stepped forward 
to claim authorship and cited a Dutch handyman as his 
inspiration.
 Allegedly, Moore wrote the poem just to share with 
his wife and children one Christmas Eve, but a visitor 
to their home later found the poem and submitted it 
to the town's newspaper anonymously, where it was 
printed the following year. Moore was a scholar and 
originally didn't want his name associated with the 
lighthearted fare. But when the poem earned such 
popularity, he decided to claim it.
 The inspiration for "The Little Match Girl," by 
Hans Christian Andersen, is heartbreaking. In late 
autumn, on a Denmark street, the author came across a 
little girl trying to sell matches to make money to bring 
home to her father. Although it was getting cold, she 
was scared to go home, so Andersen, who was readying 
to leave on a short business trip, gave her money and 
promised to bring a Christmas gift when he returned. 
Grateful, she also promised him a gift.
 Andersen returned from his trip with a warm coat 
for the little girl and found that she froze to death one 
cold winter night while selling her matches. Devastated 
by the loss of the young child, Andersen wrote a story 
for her. It had a bittersweet ending: Although the little 
girl still dies, her late, kind grandmother carries her off 
to heaven, and they spend eternity together. The gentle 
ending was his gift to her.
 "The Gift of the Magi," by O. Henry (real name 
William Sydney Porter), is a morality story about 
love and sacrifice. An impoverished couple wants to 
get Christmas presents for each other. The young 
woman sells her hair to buy a chain for her beau's 
treasured watch, and he sells his watch to buy combs 
for her long hair. The irony is symbolic: She gave 
away her beauty, and he gave away all of his time. 
They each gave away their biggest treasures -- all in 
the name of true, selfless love.

I nfluenza can cause days of fever, chills, cough, sore 
throat, sneezing, head and even muscle aches. The 
CDC recommends that the best time to receive the 

flu vaccination is between October and December. Flu 
activity usually peaks in February and vaccination 
should take place before that time. 
  The following are frequently asked questions 

about flu shots: 
 Q: How can I avoid getting the flu? 
 A: The best protection is to get vaccinated. You can 
also reduce your chances of getting the flu by frequent 
hand washing and avoiding contaminated objects and 
surfaces. 
 Q: Can a flu shot give me the flu? 
 A: No, flu vaccines are made from influenza viruses 
that have been destroyed. The flu shot cannot give you the 
flu. 
 Q: Even if I get a flu shot, can I still get the flu? 
 A: Maybe, no vaccine is 100% effective, but 
generally, the flu shot protects most people. Other viruses 
also circulate during flu season giving you symptoms that 
can feel like flu. The flu shot will not protect you against 
those. 
 Q: Should I get a flu shot if it's not 100% effective? 
 A: Yes, a small percentage of people may get the flu 
even after receiving a vaccination. However, even if you 
do get the flu, you are likely to be far less sick than if you 
had not had a flu shot. 
 Q: Aren't the side effects worse than the flu? 
 A: No, the worst side effect is likely to be a sore 
arm. Your risk of injury or death from a rare allergic 
reaction is far less risky than complications brought on by 
influenza. 
 Q: Are there some who shouldn't get the flu shot?  
 A: Yes, if you are allergic to eggs (used in making the 
vaccine) or you have experienced an allergic reaction to 

the vaccine in the past, you might not be able to get this 
protection. 
 Q: Is it too soon to get a flu shot? 
 A: No. The flu shot can be given at any time during 
the flu season. If you are at high risk, get vaccinated early 
in the season. It is best not to delay; but if you do, it's still 
better to get it late than not at all.
 Along with your vaccination, the following tips will 
help keep you healthy during the flu season:
 -  Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and warm 
water. Washing your hands often will help protect you from 
flu germs.
 - Control your stress level. Prolonged stress levels can 
affect your immune system. To manage your stress, find 
balance between work, exercise, and personal time.
 -   Get lots of rest. Make sure you are rested. Sleep 
deprivation may slow your ability to stay alert and make 
you vulnerable to the flu and other viruses.
 -  Cover your mouth and nose when coughing or 
sneezing. Use a tissue to help prevent passing the germs to 
those around you.
 -  Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. You can 
infect yourself by unknowingly touching something with 
flu germs and then touching your eyes, nose, or mouth.
 -  Avoid direct contact with people who are sick. You'll 
also want to keep your distance from others if you are sick.
 
 (Jeffrey Nordella, MD is Medical Director at Porter 
Ranch Quality Care in Northridge.)

Flu Peaks in Feb., Get Vaccine Now
By Jeffrey Nordella, MD,

For the Valley Voice
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We invite you to find out more about the best kept  
secret in the Valley. 

Bishop Alemany is the largest school in  the LA 
Archdiocese, but tuition is $5,000 less than other 
nearby Catholic high schools. We serve the San 
Fernando, Santa Clarita, Simi Valley, San Gabriel and 
Pasadena areas. 

Our rigorous academics, stellar athletics, and 
diverse student body are only part of our story. Call us 
to arrange a tour of our beautiful, sprawling campus.

Bishop Alemany 
High School

11111 N. Alemany Drive 
Mission Hills, CA 91345

(818) 837-5222
admissions@alemany.org 

www.alemany.org 

55% of our students receive 
some sort of Financial Aid

More than 75% of our teachers 
have graduate or post graduate 

degrees

Division 1 level sports programs: 
Pac 5 Division Football,  

Men’s and Women’s Basketball 
State Champions

1 of only 2 
schools in  

the LA 
Archdiocese 

with AP  
Capstone 

distinction

13-time Academic Decathlon 
Regional  Champs

Wishing  
everyone in the
San Fernando  

Valley

a Merry  
Christmas

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

deceived or from falling into such sins as sexual immorality, greed, and idolatry “because 
these are improper for God’s holy people” (v. 3). Paul’s words are a striking reminder 
that God has called us to be holy, not happy. Yes, there is much joy in the Christian walk, 
but the mistake many people make is believing that the end goal is happiness at any 
cost—when God’s goal is to make us holy. The pursuit of happiness over holiness leads to 
accept false forms of love.

 3.) Savior love. Verses eight through 10 read, “For you were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.” Our goal in life is 
to find and to do what pleases the Lord. Paul wants believers to wake up, “having nothing 
to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness,” (v. 11) and allow the light of Jesus Christ to 
shine in and through them. Our Savior’s love is sacrificial. It is God-honoring. It shines a 
light on anything and everything it touches. 
 This is the standard of love that Christ set forth. I beg you not to accept any counterfeits 
or substitutions. If you would like to learn how to imitate God’s unconditional love and 
watch it overflow into worship and thankfulness, please join us for worship services at 
Shepherd Church! 

 Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDown.com) and 
the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has service times on 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm and Sundays at 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 11:30 am. You can 
connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

My True Love
Gave to Me

I n the song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” the writer enumerates the increasingly 
grand gifts received during the 12 days leading up to Christmas. Though the carol was 
written in England in the late 1700’s, many of us still sing it at Christmastime today. Do 

you remember the lyrics? “On the First day of Christmas, my true love sent to me, a partridge 
in a pear tree…”
 This timeless and catchy song highlights the lengths to which one’s “true love” will go 
in order to express his or her love. But what is true love? Is it gifts that increase in grandeur 
with each passing day? Our world sends mixed and confusing messages about love, but what 
is God’s truth on the subject? We find the answers to lasting, loving relationships in the Bible, 
especially in the book of Ephesians.
 The Apostle Paul begins Ephesians 5:1-20 by instructing believers to “be imitators of 
God as dearly loved children.” In examining these verses, I noticed three important pillars 
that show us how we can decipher what true love is: 

 1.) True love. Verses one and two read, “Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved 
children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” The word of “love” here in the original Greek is agape. 
It means unconditional love, and it conveys giving, not receiving. Jesus Christ showed us what 
true love is when He willingly gave Himself up for us—dying in our place for our sins and the 
sins of the world. First John 4:8 tell us that “God is love.”

 2.) False love. In verses three through seven, Paul warns believers about false love. He is 
concerned about their purity and personal testimony. He wants to help prevent them from being 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
By

From the Left

Just Because
You Lose 

Doesn't Mean 
You Stop Trying

By Susan Estrich

I f you think the recent election was bad, you might 
not have been around on election night in 1980. 
Now that was a landslide. We sort of knew it was 

turning after the one and only debate, and most of us 
out "in the field" got a call that morning telling us 
the last poll indicated landslide-level bad news. But 
absolutely no one (outside some bubble somewhere) 
ever thought that the president of the United States 
would concede in the 8 o'clock hour Eastern. For 
the next three hours, they played the scenes: Jimmy 
Carter conceding; Ronald Reagan accepting; voters 
in line in California going back to their cars; and 
Senate legends dropping like flies. I finally took to 
drinking, like everyone else.
 When I woke up, head throbbing, radio announcers 
were talking about Democrats' losing the Senate. I 
called Ted Kennedy's office. "Senator Kennedy's 
office," the receptionist answered, and I could hear 
that she was crying. That's when I really knew.

  *  *  *

 Unlike our current president-elect, President 
Reagan actually did have a mandate, which is to 
say he ran on a set of basic plans and his voters 
actually agreed with him. That's not to mention the 
fact that his election, along with cleaning out the 
administration, purged staffers from the well-paid 
positions the committee majority gets. This meant 
half the Democrats in Washington were unemployed, 
and the ones who weren't were running for cover 
to survive the Reagan Revolution. No one was shy 
about being pictured with the new president and his 
attractive, age-appropriate-yet-stylish wife.
 You never stop just because you lose.
 No one gets out with an unbroken series of wins, 
unless it really is rigged. And the challenge, the test, 
the measure of us, is the way we play our bad cards, 
not our good ones. If you stop every time you lose, you 
won't be playing when you're most needed.
 Do it differently. Do it your way. But start; don't 
stop. Don't let our losses be for naught, or worse.

 -  Creators.com
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Election Results: Vandalism 
and Blocked Freeways are

Not the Answer
By Dennis P. Zine

While California and the Los Angeles region remain a strong Democratic 
Blue State, Republican President - Elect Donald Trump won the race for 
president of the United States of America. What a blow to all the pollsters 

and newspaper editorial boards and so-called political pundits. 
 While most Liberal Americans were banking on Hillary Clinton winning the office 
of President, they were suddenly surprised and shocked when the election returns began 
rolling in. One by one the states across America were turning Red for the somewhat 
wild and controversial billionaire Donald Trump to rescue them and set a new course of 
action for the citizens of America. 
 In the final count, Donald Trump received 290 Electoral Votes (60,072,551 Popular 
Votes) while Hillary Clinton received 228 Electoral Votes (60,467,601 Popular Votes.) 
Once this sweeping victory for Donald Trump was confirmed, out came those that 
can’t accept the results. Their course of action was immediate protests and vandalism 
across many American cities. Breaking windows and blocking freeways and all other 
types of protesting actions.   
 When the Democrats won other elections in the past, I don’t remember any 
Republicans protesting or carrying on in a hostile manner. While every American has 
the legal right to protest any and all issues, they don’t have the right to block freeways 
and break windows and cause damage to public and private property. Like many other 
issues in our society, this too will pass and there will be another Presidential election in 
four years to judge if Donald Trump delivers to those who voted for him or fails on his 
promises like many other politicians in the past. 
Local Elections and increased Taxes
 With a $15.00 an hour minimum wage coming to workers in a few years, some of 
those dollar will be chewed up by new taxes. 
Measure M …
 … Was passed by the voters and will add a one-half cent tax to all purchases in 
Los Angeles County. The one-half cent tax will increase to 
1% on July 1, 2039. The money will be used for a variety of 
promised transportation projects. Some will take up to 40 
years to complete.  
 It is interesting that the move to public transit has become 
so popular with our elected officials. Those of us who grew 
up in Los Angeles can remember the rails that ran across 
Los Angeles in past years. Down Santa Monica Blvd and so 
many other areas around Los Angeles like the Red Line and 
all the others that were so popular. It was the car industry 
that pushed to scrap the rails around Los Angeles and push 
for the comfort and relaxing ride in a car. 
 The General Motors plant was built in Van Nuys and 
those Chevys rolled off the assembly line and into our 
driveways. There was Cruise Night along Van Nuys Blvd. 
Now the homeless occupy many parts of Van Nuys Blvd. 
There was the Ford plant in Pico Rivera and more jobs for 
those in the auto industry. That is all a lost memory for many 
and the congestion and road rage has replaced it all. 
 The safety and convenience of your personal car is 
going to be replaced in future years with more bus lines and 
rail lines and bicycles as the city sees more congestion and 
jammed roadways. You can thank our city leaders for the 
situation we are in and the voters for the increased taxes we 
will all be paying in future years. 
LAPD TRANSIT COPS?
 While reviewing Measure M, you may be seeing LAPD 
Officers enforcing the transit routes in Los Angeles City 
next year. The Metro Board has recommended that Transit 
Security within the Los Angeles City Area be transferred 
from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department to the 
LAPD. This change is expected to occur in 2017. It will be 
interesting to see how the LAPD will handle this added 
responsibility with the current number of LAPD Officers 
many working 12 hour shifts.  
Measure CC …
 … is a $3,300,000,000 bond that will cost you in 
your property tax. This will add $15.00 per $100,000 of 
assessed valuation. CC is aimed at spending money at 
the community colleges.
Measure HHH …
 … is a $1,200,000,000 Bond Measure to address the 30 
some thousand homeless population in Los Angeles City. 
The city is preparing to buy, build, or remodel facilities to 
provide supportive housing for the homeless. These facilities 
may be coming to your community since the city wants to 
spread the units throughout the city. The Bond will be paid 
from an increase in your property taxes. 
 Additionally, the city will need an additional $800 
million for various services associated with Measure HHH. 
When you see the “FREE” HHH Housing coming to your 
neighborhood for the homeless, don’t complain since the 
voters of Los Angeles approved this bond measure that was 
pushed by Los Angeles City Hall. 
Measure RRR …
 … failed to pass. It was a way to take more of your money 
associated with the DWP and have a PAID expanded DWP 
Commission. 

 (Dennis P. Zine is a 33-year member of the Los Angeles 
Police Department and former Vice-Chairman of the Elected 
Los Angeles City Charter Reform Commission, a 12-year 
member of the Los Angeles City Council and a current LAPD 
Reserve Officer. He writes RantZ & RaveZ for CityWatch. You 
can contact him at Zman8910@aol.com. Mr. Zine’s views are 
his own and do not reflect the views of CityWatch.)

A ccording to L.A. Curbed, topping the list is the intersection of Devonshire and Reseda, 
where 41 injuries were recorded in 2015—fortunately no one was killed in the 24 
accidents that occurred there last year.

	  
	  
	  

Most Dangerous
Intersections in California
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(Continued on page 7)

Executive Director, Thor Steingraber

A Wintry Mix 

Holiday delicacies, hailing from the world’s wintry
climes— Ireland, Vienna and New York

VIENNA BOYS CHOIR  
Christmas In Vienna 

Fri Dec 2 | 8PM
 

CHOIR OF TRINITY 
WALL STREET  

Handel’s Messiah 
Wed Dec 7 | 8PM 

SPONSOR, KATHLEEN P. MARTIN

DANÚ 
A Christmas Gathering: 

Féile Na Nollag 
Sun Dec 11 | 7:30PM 

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
OF LINCOLN CENTER 

Bach’s Brandenburg  
Concertos 

Tue Dec 13 | 8PM

 

Warm Up 
the Holidays

FIESTA MEXICANA 
Feliz Navidad 
Sat Dec 3 | 7PM 

BEYOND LA BAMBA: 
A NEW AMERICAN SOUND
WITH LAS CAFETERAS 
Fri Dec 9 | 8PM

THE HOT SARDINES 
Holiday Stomp 
Sat Dec 17 | 8PM

with Latin beats and hot jazz

VPACatCSUN
818.677.3000

Join Us
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Take Credit for Fires

Palestinians, Arab World 
Fiddle While Israel Burns

By Ruthie Blum

A s Israel battled tirelessly to extinguish and contain dozens of fires 
that erupted between the center and the north of the country, 
Palestinians and Arabs across the Middle East rejoiced on social 

media, the Hebrew news site nrg reported.
 According to the report – and English translations of Arabic posts 
written under the hashtag #IsraellsBurning — the Twittersphere is ablaze 
with attacks on the Jewish state; cheers about its being on fire; and calls 
on Palestinians to go out and set additional fires.
 One Twitter user, nrg said, wrote, “The welcome acts of arson are a 
part of the Palestinian resistance against the Zionist entity.”
  “The fire is burning inside the settlements in occupied Haifa,” 
another said, referring to a city that is not located in territory deemed 
“disputed” by the international community, as it is within the Green Line 
— or the 1967 borders.
 Yet another wrote, “It’s God’s punishment.”
 “After a long and hard work day, let’s party!!!!” wrote another.
  “Even the lands and the trees says Get out,” wrote another, suggesting 
that Jews leave Israel altogether.
 Ofir Gendelman, the Arab media spokesman for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, tweeted in response: “Arabs & Palestinians 
on social media rejoice over the wildfires that have erupted across Israel. 
Despicable fanatic hatred.”
 He also quoted Netanyahu as saying: “Every fire that is caused by 
arson or incitement to arson is an act of terrorism.”
 Israel Police Commissioner Roni Alsheikh said that though the first 
fire, may have been caused by negligent behavior — and spread quickly 
because of the unseasonably hot, dry and windy weather — there now 
appears to be some kind of concerted  “nationalistically motivated” effort 
to keep the blazes going.
 The eruption of this “arson terrorism,” as it is now being called by 
Hebrew media outlets, comes on the heels of the “lone-wolf intifada” that 
began a year ago in September, and has been characterized by stabbing, 
car-ramming and other attacks on Israeli soldiers, police and civilians.
 As Israeli security authorities said they will investigate to determine 
whether the arson attacks were organized or constitute a kind of 
spontaneous combustion of individual perpetrators inspired by social 
media incitement, the Palestinian Authority announced that it would like 
to offer its assistance to extinguish the fires.

Trump: I’d Love to Make Peace 
Between Israel and Palestinians

By Barney Breen-Portnoy

President-elect Donald Trump said he would “love to be the one who made peace with Israel and the 
Palestinians,” the New York Times reported.
 “That would be such a great achievement,” the Republican was quoted as saying during a meeting 

with New York Times representatives at the newspaper’s Manhattan headquarters.
 Furthermore, according to the New York Times, Trump suggested his Jewish son-in-law Jared Kushner, 
who served as a close adviser to Trump during the presidential campaign, could help broker an Israeli-
Palestinian peace agreement.
 Alluding to his contentious relationship with the New York Times, Trump quipped, “I do read it. 
Unfortunately. I’d live about 20 years longer if I didn’t.”
 In a statement given to Israel Hayom after his victory over Democratic opponent Hillary Clinton, Trump 
said, “I believe that my administration can play a significant role in helping the parties to achieve a just, lasting 
peace — which must be negotiated between the parties themselves, and not imposed on them by others. Israel 
and the Jewish people deserve no less.”
 Also, in a post-election interview with the Wall Street Journal, Trump called the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict “the war that never ends.”
 “That’s the ultimate deal,” Mr. Trump said. “As a deal maker, I’d like to do…the deal that can’t be made. And 
do it for humanity’s sake.”

Genesis 23

The Bible
Challenges U.N., 

Temple Mount Given 
By G-d to Jews

I n chapter 23 of Genesis, we read of the first tract in the Land of Israel 
to enter into Jewish possession.
 Sixty years earlier, G-d had told Abraham: “The entire land that 

you see, I will give to you and your descendants forever . . . Arise and 
traverse the land, in its length and in its breadth, for to you I shall give 
it” (Genesis 13:15,17). But this was a promise concerning the future; the 
land was not yet his, and Abraham took care not to even allow his sheep 
to graze on Canaanite property. (Indeed, this was the cause of the split 
between Abraham and his nephew Lot—see Rashi on Genesis 13:7.) The 
first part of the land of Israel to belong to the Jewish people in the actual 
and legal sense was the “Machpelah field and its cave” in the heart of 
Hebron, which Abraham purchased from Ephron the Hittite.
 As our sages point out, there are three parts of Israel over which the 
Jewish right of ownership is most powerfully established. Even one who 
denies the divine promise quoted above—and reiterated by G-d tens of times 
throughout the Bible—cannot contest the Jewish right over the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem, purchased by King David from Aravnah the Jebusite 
(as related in the closing verses of II Samuel); the section of Shechem (Nablus) 
purchased by Jacob from the family of the Canaanite ruler Hamor (Genesis 
33:19); and the Machpelah field of Hebron, of which we read:
 And Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named 
in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver in 
negotiable currency . . .
 Then Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah before Mamre, that is Hebron, in the land of Canaan.
 The Torah recounts the Ephron-Abraham sale in great detail, including 
the sum of the purchase price—four hundred silver shekels. Based on this 
figure, the thirteenth-century sage Rabbi Yitzchak bar Yehudah (author of 
Paaneach Raza) makes an interesting calculation. According to Leviticus 
27:16, the value of land in biblical times was 50 silver shekels for a beitkor, 
or 75,000 square amot (cubits). Thus, the area purchased by Abraham was 
eight beit kor, or 600,000 square cubits. A square cubit is the approximate 
area occupied by an upright human being.
 The generation of Jews which left Egypt and received the Torah at 
Mount Sinai numbered some 600,000 heads of households. Our sages tell 
us that the Jewish nation consists of 600,000 souls, and that the soul of 
every Jew who ever lived is an offshoot of one of these 600,000 “general” 
souls. Thus the Torah contains 600,000 letters (counting the spaces between 
letters), for each Jew possesses something of the Torah.
 The same is true of the Land of Israel. Israel is the eternal inheritance of 
the Jewish people, equally the property of every individual Jew. And so it has 
been from the very first moment of Jewish ownership of the Holy Land: the 
first plot of land obtained by the first Jew included a share for every Jewish 
soul (Rabbi Yanki Tabuber) 

-Rabbi Yossi & Necha Spritzer, Chabad of Chatsworth 
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Shapell Liberty Investment Properties  
wishes to thank our local community 

for supporting The Village at Porter Ranch,  
the future center of entertainment, shopping 

and dining in Porter Ranch. 

Announcing leasing opportunities starting at under 
1,000 square feet.  Delivery in mid-2018.   

For leasing inquiries contact: 
Bryan Norcott 
Savills Studley 
213-553-3862 

SHAPELL LIBERTY 
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

Where is Our 
Mayor?

City is Cooking 
the Books,
Covering Up

Severity of Our 
Pension Crisis

By Jack Humphreville

According to the opaque actuarial report for the 
Los Angeles City Employees’ Retirement System 
(“LACERS”), 2016 was a good year.  The return on its 

investment portfolio was 7%, the unfunded pension liability 
of $5.5 billion was $200 million lower than the previous year, 
the funded ratio “improved” to 72.6% from 70.7%, and the 
City’s 2017-18 Annual Required Contribution (“ARC”) to 
LACERS may be lower than this year’s payment.  
 But a more realistic analysis reveals that the City is 
“cooking the books,” relying on a set of false assumptions 
and policies that cover up the severity of the pension crisis.  
 In the real world, the return on investment was 
breakeven, the unfunded pension liability increased to 
almost $9 billion, the funded ratio decreased to a unhealthy 
61%, and the ARC is understated by at least $300 million. 
 There are two policies adopted by the City that allows it 
to pull the wool over our eyes: “smoothing” where gains and 
losses compared to the targeted rate of return of 7.5% are 
amortized over a seven year period and two, the reliance on 
an overly optimistic investment rate assumption of 7.5%. 
 Smoothing was designed to even out the City’s pension 
contributions so they would not bounce around in an 
unpredictable manner based on the ups and downs of the 
stock market.  But this has resulted in an understatement of 
the unfunded pension liability of $750 million as the cooked 
up actuarial value of its assets exceeds their market value 
by the same $750 million. 
 Smoothing also resulted in LACERS showing a 7% 
return on its investments.  But in the real world, the ROI was 
breakeven (+0.05%) for the year, which, when compared to 
the targeted rate of return of 7.5%, resulted in an increase 
in the unfunded liability of almost $800 million, not a $200 
million decrease as advertised by the actuaries. 

   *  *  *

 The major culprit is the reliance on an overly optimistic 
investment rate assumption of 7.5%.  Professional investors 
such as Warren Buffett of Berkshire Hathaway state that 
6.5% is a more realistic rate of return, and even that rate 
may be optimistic. 
 If the investment rate assumption of 6.5% is used, 
LACERS’ unfunded liability based on market values will 
soar to almost $9 billion and the funding ratio will plummet 
to 61%.  This is a far cry from the advertised $5.5 billion 
shortfall and a funded ratio of 72.6%. 
 The use of the more realistic investment rate assumption 
of 6.5% will also cause the Annual Required Contribution 
to increase by over $300 million, putting an even bigger 
dent in the City’s budget. 
 And this does not include the higher Annual Required 
Contribution for the Los Angeles Fire and Police Pension 
Plans that cover 26,000 active and retired firefighters and 
cops. 
 Together, the combined unfunded pension liability will 
soar to over $15 billion.   
 Despite this looming crisis, Mayor Eric Garcetti 
is unwilling to address real pension reform for fear of 
antagonizing the campaign financing leadership of the 
City’s public unions.  Rather, he continues to support this 
shell game, this Ponzi scheme, burying his head in the sand, 
pretending there is no crisis, hoping beyond hope that the 
stock market will bail the City out, even though it will dump 
tens of billions of unfunded pension liabilities on the next 
two generations of Angelenos.  
 Rather than continuing down this path that will result 
in massive increases in our taxes, Mayor Garcetti needs to 
stop “waffling.”  He should implement the recommendations 
of the LA 2020 Commission and the Neighborhood Council 
Budget Advocates to establish a “Commission for Retirement 
Security” to review the City's retirement obligations in 
order to promote an accurate understanding of the facts 
(transparency) and to develop concrete recommendations 
on how to achieve an equilibrium by 2020. 
 Without real pension reform, the next two generations 
of Angelenos will be short changed as escalating pension 
contributions will crowd out basic services while, at the 
same time, they will be paying more taxes to fund the past 
financial follies of the overly ambitious Eric Garcetti. 

    -  CityWatch

LAUSD Votes to
Decommission Aliso Canyon

The Los Angeles Unified School District Governing Board has voted unanimously to send a letter to Governor Brown, 
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) 
demanding that the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon gas storage facility be decommissioned. This support for community 

health over SoCalGas profits is timely because on November 1, 2016, SoCalGas requested regulatory approval to begin the 
process to resume injection operations at the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility. 
 Over 1,800 students at Porter Ranch Community School and Castlebay Lane Affiliated Charter Elementary School, 
were relocated due to health risks to students, teachers, and staff. Another 20 district schools were in the five-mile relocation 
zone of the gas blowout. The Porter Ranch schools have moved back and reopened. The children are in harm’s way as the 
SoCalGas facility still leaks and thousands in the surrounding community are still sick.
 Statement from Alexandra Nagy, Senior Organizer, Food & Water Watch
 “We applaud LAUSD’s bold leadership to protect their teachers, students and staff from the dangerous Aliso Canyon 
gas storage facility by demanding its immediate decommissioning. This facility still leaks on average twice daily, thousands 
of residents are still getting sick, and the schools are not safe until this facility is closed down for good. We hope that 
Governor Brown hears the calls from the community and rejects SoCalGas’s application to resume gas injections into the 
Aliso Canyon gas storage facility.  Aliso Canyon will never be safe, does not belong near communities and schools, and must 
be decommissioned immediately. This action by the LAUSD board will send a strong message that people’s health comes 
before SoCalGas profits.”

 In an interview with The Algemeiner a week before the election, attorney David Friedman — with whom Trump regularly 
consults on Israel-related matters — said a Trump administration would not “put its finger on the scale and try to force Israel 
into a particular outcome, but rather will support Israel in reaching its own conclusion about how to best achieve peace with its 
neighbors.” 
 Trump, Friedman said, would not expect Israel to uproot its citizens who now live in the West Bank and east Jerusalem as 
part of a future peace settlement.
 “It is inconceivable there could be a mass evacuation on that magnitude, in the unlikely event that there was an otherwise 
comprehensive peace agreement,” Friedman said. “It makes no sense for Judea and Samaria to be ‘Judenrein [void of Jews],’ 
any more than it makes sense for Israel to be ‘Arabrein [void of Arabs].’ It’s not fair.”
 Friedman went on: “The critical thing is to recognize that there is not going to be any progress on a Palestinian state until 
the Palestinians renounce violence and accept Israel as a Jewish state. Until that happens, there is really nothing to talk about in 
terms of a political process.”

(Continued from page 6)
Trump: Peace Between Israel and Palestinians

THE VILLAGE AT PORTER RANCH
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Sierra Canyon on a Roll...Hard Work Leads To Success
By David Powell for the Valley Voice

S ierra Canyon is enjoying another successful fall sports season.  A good starting 
point is the school’s highly talented girls’ volleyball team, which secured a place in 
the CIF Championships after going undefeated (13-0). Over the past six years, the 

team has made it to the CIF final three times.  This year, however, the team bested Elsinore 
in the finals (25-20, 20-17, 25-20) to earn their first CIF Division 4 championship.  Next 
year looks very positive with nine team members returning, including freshman standout 
Jaylen Jordan.
 Not to be outdone, the football team is also having an outstanding season.  The team 
was undefeated at 10-0 going into the CIF playoffs.  The top seated Trailblazers defeated 
Lakewood (24-0) in a first round game.  The following week Coach Jon Ellinghouse had his 
team prepared to compete against Redondo Union.  Sierra Canyon took an early lead, but 
Redondo tied the game (20-20) with less than two minutes remaining.  Each team scored a 
touchdown in the first and second overtimes. Having first possession in the third overtime, 
Sierra Canyon scored a touchdown.  On fourth down, needing a touchdown, Redondo Union’s 
pass fell incomplete, securing the Trailblazer’s 41-34 victory. Sierra Canyon moved on to the 
semifinal round where they faced Charter Oak.  The Trailblazers held a slim 21-19 lead at the 
end of three quarters. On a cold evening, the Sierra Canyon players got hot, scoring 21 points 
in the final quarter to prevail 42-19 as they blazed their way into the CIF finals.  
 Thirteen players on the varsity team are seniors.  Graduating will be quarterback 
Niko Harris and running back Bobby Cole, who have both had a very successful senior 
year.  Also graduating is outstanding offensive lineman, UCLA bound Kanan Ray.  At 
6’4”, 275 pounds, Kanan was recently honored as a high school U.S. Army All-American.  
The seniors will be missed, but Coach Ellinghouse has an array of players who will step 
up to fill the positions and meet the high expectations for the 2017 team.
 Sierra Canyon is anticipating an exciting winter sports season.  Leading off is the boys’ 
basketball team, ranked number one nationally in preseason polls.  The team has experience 

and depth, including highly touted 6’11” Marvin Bagley III.  He will be joining returning 
players Cody Riley and Remy Martin.  Not to be overlooked is the girls’ basketball team 
that returns a nucleus of players from last year’s team that compiled a 23-8 record.  
 Opening in 2006 (with the first graduating class in 2009), Sierra Canyon’s upper 
school has enjoyed unprecedented success in the classroom as well as in the athletic arena.  
There have been numerous CIF playoff teams and championships.  When interviewing 
athletic director Rock Pillsbury, I asked him about the success of the sports programs.  
Rock explained participation in sports activities begins in lower school.  “We encourage the 
young students to try different sports and which ones they like and for which they have an 
aptitude.”  He explained the importance of having good coaches to teach the fundamentals 
of the sport.  Beginning in the 4th grade, the students participate in interscholastic team 
competition, learning the importance of teamwork (something that carries over to many 
areas in life).
 The love and enjoyment of participation in sport activities continues into high school.  
Athletic Director Pillsbury is proud of the fact that 67% of the upper school students 
participate as members of sports teams.  This year Sierra Canyon has a total of 95 teams, 
including Varsity, JV, and Freshman. Athletic Director Pillsbury related, “I am proud that 
the school has a “no cut” policy, which allows all students an opportunity to participate and 
develop their athletic skills and, with hard work, achieve their potential.”  He went on to 
mention the anecdotal story of basketball great Michael Jordan, who was cut and did not 
make the team his first year in high school.  
 Hiring outstanding coaches, emphasizing fundamentals, having a “no cut” policy, 
and encouraging teamwork and commitment has lifelong benefits,  benefits such as being 
physically fit and active, self-confidence, setting goals, and hard work to achieve those goals.  
Head of School James Skrumbis told me “Sierra Canyon wants to develop well rounded 
students – both in academics and athletics”.  It is apparent they have succeeded.

Local Doctor's Book Will Change Healthcare
"David" Stuns "Goliath" (Anthem Blue Cross)

In Major Court Victory
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Kanan Ray, UCLA bound senior lineman
was honored as an All-American player

Bobby Cole (#21) rushes 
for over 1700 yards in 

his senior season.
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COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE
       

Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
1-702-461-1333  /  1-818-366-9880
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the drop wishes they

could all be
California - friendly
landscapes.
trade in your lawn 

for a beautiful  
california-friendly garden

UC Berkeley Course
Shines Spotlight on 

Corruption
M ore than 175 faculty members and 47 religious, civil rights, education and research 

organizations representing thousands of concerned students, parents and alumni 
wrote to the top official at the University of California, UC President Janet Napolitano, 

demanding she stop faculty from using the classroom as a pulpit for anti-Semitic and anti-
Zionist political advocacy and activism.
 Recent approval of a blatantly one-sided and politically-motivated anti-Zionist and anti-
Semitic course at UC Berkeley and a similar course offered last year at UC Riverside,  “…
suggest that the faculty members responsible for overseeing course content, particularly at the 
departmental level, are failing to exercise due diligence in reviewing and approving courses 
either because they share the anti-Zionist political perspective of the proselytizing instructors 
and faculty and condone the promotion of that perspective in the classroom, or because they 
hope to avoid the controversy that rejecting the courses could initiate,” wrote the advocates.
 The faculty and groups pointed out that on many UC campuses, entire departments, 
including department chairs tasked with approving courses, are dominated by instructors 
who have publicly endorsed a boycott of Israeli universities and scholars, and regularly 
use university funds and academic programming to promote BDS, a movement that world 
leaders, scholars of anti-Semitism and virtually the entire Jewish community recognize as 
anti-Semitic. 
 “UC students have long shared personal anecdotes of teachers who engage in anti-Zionist 
and anti-Semitic advocacy and activism in the classroom,” stated Tammi Rossman-Benajmin, 
AMCHA’s director and a UC faculty member. “However, the corruption is now public and 
can no longer be ignored.”
 After 43 of these groups wrote to UC Berkeley Chancellor Nicholas Dirks at the start of 
the current semester to raise concerns that the UC Berkeley course violated UC’s Regents 
Policy on Course Content, the university decided to temporarily suspend the course for re-
review.  However, after the department chair, the person responsible for course approval in 
her department, dismissively denied the course had a political agenda or that it crossed the line 
from education to indoctrination, it was reinstated. “We find it hard to believe that a course 
with an obviously one-sided anti-Israel reading list, exclusively anti-Israel guest speakers, and 
a clear intent to justify the elimination of the State of Israel is considered to be consistent with 
Regents Policy,” wrote the faculty and groups to Napolitano. The Regents Policy on Course 
Content explicitly prohibits the classroom from being used for partisan interest or political 
indoctrination.
 A similar process played out at UC Riverside last year even after a non-partisan, non-
profit group that analyzes the educational accuracy and objectivity of classroom curricula 
determined the course in question was politically-driven propaganda and indoctrination, and 
had no educational value.  Verity Educate concluded that “the core academic and educational 
values of knowledge acquisition and critical thinking have been hijacked by a particular strain 
of political action, and specifically by a particular politically oriented activist organization.”

 -  AMCHA

Wells Fargo Fines -
Where Will Money Go?

L os Angeles County officials are considering how to spend $25 million in legal penalties 
levied on Wells Fargo, with some proposing that a new litigation division be set up to 
target violators of consumer protection laws.

 The bank is set to pay $50 million in civil penalties to resolve litigation involving bank 
accounts set up without customers' permission. The money, to be split between the county 
and city of Los Angeles, is in addition to at least $135 million in penalties paid to two federal 
agencies over similar allegations.
 The payments settle a lawsuit brought by City Attorney Mike Feuer, filed after the Los 
Angeles Times reported that fake accounts were created without customers' knowledge and 
caused them to rack up bank fees.
 Supervisors Hilda Solis and Mark Ridley-Thomas pointed to Feuer's success as 
potential justification for setting up a unit of county attorneys targeting those who routinely 
ignore consumer protections.
 By law, the funds must be used by either the District Attorney or County Counsel. 
However, the money could be spent on a wide range of efforts, including enforcing minimum 
wage violations, battling fraudulent immigration consultants, expanding legal assistance 
centers, identifying theft among foster youth or establishing a Center for Financial 
Empowerment, according to the supervisors' motion.
 The Los Angeles City Council recently budgeted roughly $5.8 million to fund Feuer's 
consumer protection division.
 Wells Fargo officials have said the agreements were made with its customers in mind 
and out of a desire to show accountability.
 The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, one of the federal agencies that also 
reached a settlement with Wells Fargo, alleged that the bank opened hundreds of thousands 
of deposit and tens of thousands of credit card accounts without their customers' knowledge 
or permission.
 The fake accounts were set up by bank employees to achieve sales goals and reap 
financial incentive rewards, and the bank fired about 5,300 employees as the result of the 
allegations, according to the CFPB.
 The Board of Supervisors asked for a report back in 45 days.

HOW LONG AN
ELDER STAYS

 

To some people young or younger,
an Elder's life could seem to

be rather long.
 

Many robust Elders express the desire
to reach their one hundredth birthday,

by living richly in mind and spirit
for more than 36 thousand days.

 
While youth questions the length of time,

the Elder's heredity, outlook and luck
can affect how long the Elder stays.

 
© Norman Molesko

Ambassador For Seniors
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LOCAL Events
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Briana N. Haghighi

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

Holiday Toy Drive
 Councilmember Mitchell Englander’s office 
is proud to support the toy drive for underserved 
youth in our community hosted by the LAPD 
Devonshire PALS Center. PALS is accepting 
new, unwrapped toys, games, books, gift cards, and cash 
donations for children ages 0 to 17. Toys can be dropped 
off at three locations - Council District 12 Community 
Service Center, 9207 Oakdale Ave. in Chatsworth or at 
the PALS Center, 8721 Wilbur Ave. in Northridge or 
at the Devonshire Police Station, 10250 Etiwanda Ave. 
in Northridge. The final day to drop off toys is Friday, 

December 16. The 32nd Annual Toy Drive is on December 
17 at 9:00 am. To volunteer at the toy drive and for more 
information, call (818) 885-6432.

Bureau of Sanitation Coming to CD12
 Councilmember Mitchell Englander’s office is  now 
taking reservations for community members to meet one-on-
one with the Bureau of Sanitation on Wednesday, December 
7, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Community Service Center 
located at 9207 Oakdale Ave., Second Floor, in Chatsworth. 
Meetings are by appointment only. To RSVP and for more 
information, call (818) 882-1212.

Our Lady of Lourdes Christmas Boutique
 Join Our Lady of Lourdes at they host their annual 
Christmas Boutique on Sunday, December 4, from 8:00 am 
to 3:00 pm at 18405 Superior St. in Northridge. There will 
be jewelry, clothes, kitchen goods, food, handmade gifts, and 
so much more. Bring your cameras and take a picture with 
Santa. For more information, go to www.ollnr.org.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
     The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing 
The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes at the December 
7 meeting.  The Book Club meets at 1:00 PM in the Library 
Community Room.  The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire 
Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for more information.    

CalRTA meeting
 On December 9th, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting 
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen St. 
in Northridge.  Special holiday cheer will be presented by 
the Jim Severtson Group.  Come join us to hear the latest 
about your pensions and consider staying for lunch after the 
meeting.  Lunch reservations, $15, may be made by emailing 
Eileen at ebbanta@socal.rr.com

SFV Chorale Holiday Songfest
 San Fernando Valley Chorale proudly presents their 
2016 Holiday Songfest: The Wonderful World of Christmas 
on Sunday, December 11, 5:30 pm at  Congregational Church 
of Chatsworth, 20440 Lassen St. Director Conrad Immel has 
planned a thrilling selection of sacred and secular holiday 
songs that will bring together the Chorale's dedicated singers 
and musicians to kick off your holiday with verve and style. 
The Chorale is a non-profit, non-sectarian group of men 
and women singers who share their love of music with the 
community. Suggested donations for performances are $10 
for Adults and $5 for children. For more information, call 
(818) 884-8897 or email dnconway@icloud.com. 

  Wilkinson Senior Center
 Join the Robert M. Wilkinson Multi-Purpose 
Senior Center as they host their Holiday Bazaar 
on Wednesday, December 14, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
at 8956 Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. Enjoy local 

vendors, holiday shopping, decorations, raffle tickets, 
and refreshments all in one convenient location. For 
more information, to become a vendor, and to RSVP, 
call (818) 885-5144.

Christmas Concert
 St John Eudes Catholic Church, on 9901 Mason 
Ave in Chatsworth, will present its annual Christmas 
concert, A Child Is Born, on December 16 at 7:30 pm. 
The program, led by composer Dana Howell, PhD, 
will feature both our adult and children’s choirs. 
Tickets: $15 adults; children under 12 free. Please 
join us for what promises to be a wonderful evening of 
Christmas music. Reception will follow in Grill Hall. 
For further information call (818) 346-0927, or go to 
http://sjeparish.net/.

Valley Philharmonic Orchestra
 Come and enjoy your Valley's young musicians 
in a Winter Concert for the whole family, led by 
distinguished Conductor, Dr. Henry Shin on Sunday, 
December 18th, 7:00 PM at In-Christ Community 
Church, 19514 Rinaldi St. in Northridge. Program 
includes Beethoven, Khachaturian, Strauss, 
Tchaikovsky, Holiday Music and more. $10 Ticket 
Donation. For advance discount tickets contact 
Jackie at 213-458-4618 or  jackiek818@juno.com, 
http://valleyphil.org

Seated Yoga / Exercise at
Chatsworth Library

 The Chatsworth Library holds a free class 
every Wednesday at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between seated yoga and seated exercise. 
The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street.  
Call (818) 341-4276 for more information.

Deadline for Non-Profits
   
Please submit very brief local events, space is 
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. 
Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@
hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator
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Finding Alternative
Disposal Site For
Sunshine Canyon 

Landfill
Last month, I introduced a motion to the Los Angeles City 

Council requesting that the Bureau of Sanitation immediately 
begin preparation for finding an alternative disposal site to the 

Sunshine Canyon Landfill in Sylmar. Additionally, the motion asks 
the City Attorney to report back on legal recourse for the community 
having suffered as a result of “odors that affect the health and well-
being of residents in the surrounding neighborhoods” according to 
Los Angeles County Public Health.

 On November 1, the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health issued a Notice of Violation to Republic Services, the operators 
of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill, having determined that odors that 
come from the site affect the health and well-being of residents in the 
surrounding neighborhoods.

Additionally, Republic Services is the subject of an abatement 
order for odors from the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD). The Order includes a mandated reduction in 
hours of operation and tonnage accepted for disposal. This is the 
second such order from SCAQMD, the first having expired without 
resolution to the odor issue.

 The City of Los Angeles uses Sunshine Canyon Landfill for its municipal solid waste 
disposal, tipping up to 3,000 or more tons a day at the site. Additionally, on May 10, 2010 
the City exercised Contract Amendment 3 with Browning-Ferris Industries of California 
(now Republic Services) to utilize Sunshine Canyon through June 30 of 2021 for up to 
$32 million annually.

 Given the County Health Department’s assessment of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill 
odors affecting the health of residents, it is unconscionable that the City should continue 
to dump its trash there. With over 9,000 odor complaints since 2009, Republic Services 
has proven they are incapable of controlling odors from the site.

- Mitchell Englander Councilman

SPONSORED

Creating Heaven on Earth
 

Mystical tradition explains that thought – as opposed to speech and action – is the 
mode of human expression that never ceases. If one wishes to avoid a certain way of 
speaking or acting, he can merely choose not to speak or not to act. If one, however, 

wants to expel an undesirable thought from the mind, he cannot just stop thinking. He must 
actively choose to think about something else, for the mind is never truly empty.
            The alcoholic or addict in recovery knows all too well the troubles of an overactive 
mind. Our mental mills are fast and frenetic. We, therefore, endeavor to maintain constant 
vigilance over our thoughts, actively choosing such thinking that we would like to dwell upon 
and quickly replacing thoughts that tend to do us in. This requires alertness. But if we are lax 
about what kind of thoughts we allow ourselves to entertain, we find later that our sloppiness 
in this area costs us dearly. While thinking is free, its effects can levy a steep toll; it affects our 
serenity, our usefulness and our conscious contact with G-d.
            We mustn't forget that our disease is not only a physical allergy to alcohol or drugs, 
but a mental disorder as well. Thus, even in sobriety, when alcohol and drugs don't enter our 
system, we still must fend with the psychological aspect of our illness. If we are not sufficiently 
watchful, our own minds quickly unleash their arsenal of self-destruction—unleashing 
devastating mental weapons of resentment, fear and self-obsession.
            So we watch ourselves closely, quickly identifying the beginning of a negative thought 
pattern before it spirals so far out of control that we are actually convinced of its worthiness 
or urgency. In our daily Tenth Step we may ask ourselves whether we have endeavored to 
have holy, pure and selfless thoughts. Conversely, we ask ourselves whether we have been 
sufficiently watchful about quickly displacing negative thinking. When we closely monitor our 
thoughts and judge ourselves swiftly and relentlessly in this matter, we find that the effort 
expended is well worth the reward. Our energetic minds are just as capable of creating heaven 
on earth—as they have already been proven capable of the alternative.
 
  
                                                -  Rabbi Yossi & Necha Spritzer
                                                         Chabad of Chatsworth
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www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980   

MONTCLAIR        Located 
South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420 

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave, 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
951-894-7988

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales Associates

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

NO INTEREST*  
NO DOWN PAYMENT  
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

YEARS5
15%OFF‡ STOREWIDE

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 11/29/2016 to 12/19/2016. 
Equal monthly payments required for 60 months. Ashley HomeStore does not require a 
down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. 
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sNO INTEREST*

NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS††
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 6 MONTHS††
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

or or or

20% OFF‡ 25% OFF‡ 30% OFF‡

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card 
from 11/29/2016 to 12/19/2016. Equal monthly payments 
required for 36 months. Ashley HomeStore does not 
require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery 
charges are due at time of purchase.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit 
card made 11/29/2016 to 12/19/2016. Interest will be 
charged to your account from the purchase date if 
the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 18 
months. Minimum monthly payments required.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit 
card made 11/29/2016 to 12/19/2016. Interest will be 
charged to your account from the purchase date if the 
promotional purchase is not paid in full within 6 months. 
Minimum monthly payments required.

HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

DECEMBER 19

AT 9PM!

WE WILL 
BE CLOSED 

CHRISTMAS DAY, 
SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 
25TH!HOME

for the HOLIDAYS 

plus  

plus  plus  plus  

*See below for details.

Entwine Smoke 
97" Sofa

$80499

5 Piece Living Room
Includes sofa, loveseat, cocktail table and 
2 end tables.

$265999
Prices shown include 30% off discount.

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, 
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge 
Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur 
in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating 
area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and 
skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2016 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: November 29, 2016. Expires: December 19, 2016.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest 
will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next 
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases.  For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum 
Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. 

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will 
be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 18 or 6 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after 
promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.


