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70-80% Vote Democratic

3 Reasons the Left Wants Legal
and Illegal Immigrants

By Dennis Prager

O n one thing we can all agree: The left wants more and more immigrants — including immigrants who enter or are in 
the country illegally — to come to America and become American citizens.
 The question is, why?

	 The	first	and	most	obvious	reason	is	political.	The	Deferred	Action	for	Childhood	Arrivals	program,	chain	migration,	
sanctuary	cities	and	citizenship	for	immigrants	living	in	the	country	illegally	will	give	the	left	political	power.	An	estimated	
70	to	80	percent	of	Latin	American	immigrants	will	vote	Democrat.	So,	with	enough	new	voters	from	Latin	America	alone,	
the	Democrats	would	essentially	be	assured	the	presidency	and	Congress	for	decades.
	 Conservatives	and	Republicans	 fool	 themselves	when	they	argue	that	Latin	Americans	are	“social	conservatives”	
because	they	oppose	abortion	and	support	a	strong	nuclear	family.	Even	to	the	extent	that	those	statements	are	true	—	and	
regarding	the	second	claim,	it	is	worth	noting	that	Latinos	have	the	third-highest	percentage	of	births	to	unwed	women	
in	America	—	those	arguments	are	irrelevant.	Latin	Americans	are	overwhelmingly	on	the	political	left,	and	they	vote	
accordingly.	Think	about	the	Latin	American	Pope	Francis’	beliefs	about	big	government,	small	militaries	and	the	social	
welfare	state,	and	his	contempt	for	capitalism	(“terrorism	against	all	humanity”)	—	and	you	know	how	the	vast	majority	of	
Latin	Americans	think.
	 What	is	likely	to	change	Latino	immigrants’	leftism?	America’s	public	schools	and	universities?	The	Spanish-language	
media?	The	compelling	outreach	to	them	by	the	Republican	Party?
	 Moreover,	the	Democrats	don’t	believe	they	have	to	compromise	with	a	Republican	president	or	a	Republican	Congress	
on	immigration	policy.	They	are	confident	they	will	gain	control	of	the	Senate	and,	quite	possibly,	the	House	this	year;	and	
they	believe	they	will	win	the	presidency	in	2020.	So,	why	compromise?
	 The	second	reason	for	the	left’s	support	for	virtually	unlimited	immigration	is	that	one	of	the	most	enduring	tenets	
of	the	left	—	from	Karl	Marx	to	the	present-day	Democratic	Party	and	left-wing	parties	in	Western	Europe	—	is	that	the	
nation-state	is	an	anachronism.
	 The	American	 left	doesn’t	believe	 in	America,	 just	as	 the	English	 left	doesn’t	believe	 in	England.	That’s	why	the	
American	left	supported	the	football	players	who	refused	to	stand	for	the	national	anthem.	For	the	left,	reverence	for	the	
national	anthem	and	the	flag	is	a	pathetic	“patriotism”	celebrated	by	the	simple-minded	and	the	deplorable.
	 Marx’s	“Communist	Manifesto”	ends	with	an	appeal	to	class	solidarity,	not	national	solidarity:	“Proletariat	of	the	
world	unite;	you	have	nothing	to	lose	but	your	chains.”	The	left	has	never	divided	the	world	by	nation-states	but	by	economic	
classes.	In	its	view,	the	German,	Korean	and	American	working	classes	have	everything	in	common,	but	these	workers	have	
nothing	in	common	with	fellow	Germans,	Koreans	and	Americans	who	are	not	working-class.
	 Thus,	virtually	all	communist	genocides	—	and	virtually	every	major	genocide	of	the	20th	century	was	a	communist	
genocide — did not entail the mass murder of another 
nationality.	 Communist	 Chairman	 Mao	 Zedong	 killed	
between	60	and	80	million	people	—	millions	of	his	fellow	
Chinese.	 Cambodian	 leader	 Pol	 Pot	 murdered	 nearly	
a	quarter	 of	 his	 fellow	Cambodians.	 Soviet	 leader	 Josef	
Stalin	murdered	about	20	million	of	his	 fellow	Russians	
and	deliberately	starved	4	million	Ukrainians	—	because	
of	their	class	(the	“kulaks”:	peasants	who	owned	land	or	
even	just	some	cows).
	 That’s	 why	 the	 left	 opposes	 a	 wall	 at	 America’s	
southern	 border.	 The	 wall	 signifies	 the	 affirmation	 of	
America as a distinct nation.
	 The	third	reason	is	the	power	of	feeling	good	about	
oneself.	It	would	be	difficult	to	overstate	the	significance	
of	feeling	good	about	oneself	as	a	primary	factor	in	why	
people	adopt	left-wing	policies.

Closing Down 
Aliso Canyon –
At Ballot Box

       “Promises and Pie-Crusts…. Are made to be broken.”
Jonathan Swift, 1957

It	was	only	last	year	that	Gov.	Jerry	Brown	made	it	loud	and	
clear	 that	 he	would	 use	 his	 executive	 power	 to	 shut	 down	
Aliso	 Canyon	 FOREVER	 and	 act	 on	 his	 PROMISE	 to	

make	California	the	cleanest	energy	state	in	the	United	States.	
At	 that	 time	he	 asked	his	 administration’s	California	Energy	
Commission	 to	 submit	 proposals,	 and	 work	 closely	 with	 the	
California	Public	Utilities	Commission	(CPUC)	to	plan	its	closing	
within 10 years.
	 After	spewing	over	100,000	metric	tons	of	natural	gas	in	the	
worst	such	blowout	in	this	country’s	history,	Porter	Ranch	and	
affected	surrounding	communities	want	the	field	to	be	left	bone	
dry, now, not 10 years from now.
	 Previous	strategy	to	get	this	done	has	been	only	marginally	
successful	 as	 gas	 is	 still	 being	produced.	Town	Hall	meetings,	
petitions,	marches,	protests,	demonstrations,	led	by	our	residents	
and	more	than	a	dozen	environmental	groups	have	made	this	
“war”	a	global	issue.	
	 We	are	not	counting	on	Brown	to	take	any	positive	steps	
before	he	is	termed	out.	The	primaries	are	only	a	few	months	
away,	in	June,	giving	us	pause	that	this	is	a	major	opportunity	
to	use	a	totally	different	strategy,	something	we	have	published	
often	over	the	last	few	months.
	 California	 will	 send	 two	 candidates,	 both	 Democrats,	
into	the	November	elections.	Yes,	our	state	awards	the	top	two	
finishers,	despite	their	political	parties	to	run	against	each	other.	

California 
Gubernatorial 
Debates, 2018

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

At the start of the second month of a brand new year, students 
are	striving	to	start	their	second	school	semester	with	good	
grades	while	attempting	to	keep	up	with	their	New	Year’s	

resolutions.	Meanwhile	in	the	political	world,	the	candidates	of	
California’s	gubernatorial	election	are	in	full	gear.	With	the	top-
two	primary	election	that	will	take	place	June	5,	here	is	what	
you	need	to	know	about	the	2018	election	for	the	new	governor	
of	California.	
	 As	of	Jan.	11,	46	candidates	have	declared	their	intention	
to	 appear	 on	 the	 primary	 ballot.	 Among	 the	 11	 Democrats	
who	have	declared	their	intentions,	former	Los	Angeles	Mayor	
Antonio	Villaraigosa	and	Lieutenant	Governor	Gavin	Newsom	
are included. 
	 On	 June	 5,	 the	 top-two	 vote-getters	will	 advance	 to	 the	
general	 election	 on	Nov.	 6.	Even	 if	 a	 candidate	 receives	 over	
50%	of	the	vote	in	the	primary	election,	there	will	still	be	two	
candidates	advancing	to	the	general	election,	unlike	some	states,	
such	as	Louisiana	and	Georgia,	which	will	declare	the	candidate	
with	over	50%	of	the	vote	in	the	primary	election	the	winner	of	
the election.
	 Gubernatorial	 candidates	 gathered	 at	 USC’s	 Bovard	
Auditorium	 on	 Jan.	 13	 for	 the	 first	 gubernatorial	Town	Hall.	
Members	of	Food	&	Water	Action	and	Save	Porter	Ranch	along	
with	other	 residents	were	present	 as	well,	 demanding	 that	 the	
candidates	promise	 to	shut	down	Aliso	Canyon,	 the	site	of	 the	
largest methane gas leak in the entire nation. Though the gas leak 
has	taken	place	almost	three	years	ago	now,	inhabitants	continue	
to	become	victims	of	health	symptoms	from	ongoing	leaks.	
	 After	 the	 Town	 Hall,	 residents	 were	 able	 to	 ask	 the	
candidates’	 opinions	 on	Aliso	 Canyon	 and	 where	 they	 stand	
regarding	the	dangerous	gas	fields.	
	 Villaraigosa	and	State	Treasurer	John	Chiang	both	did	not	
clearly	address	the	issue	at	hand,	simply	promising	a	follow-up	
statement. 

Toll Sues 
SoCalGas

Local	 homebuilder	Toll	 Brothers	 has	 filed	 a	 lawsuit	
against	SoCal	Gas	and	its	parent	company	Sempra,	
ABC	reported	Feb.	3.

The	suit	states	that	due	to	the	major	gas	leak	its	2015-2016	
sales	were	seriously	impacted.
	 Toll	believes	the	company	knew	some	wells	were	in	
danger	of	a	major	blowout	as	far	back	as	2008,	local	TV	
station	Channel	7	reported.(Continued on page 2)
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Three Things that are Eternal

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

By

There’s	an	old	expression	that	“all	good	things	must	come	to	an	end.”	But	whether	good	or	
bad,	everything	in	life	is	temporary.	Seasons	change.	Cars	break	down.	Houses	eventually	
become	 dilapidated.	 Fabric	 tears	 and	 gets	 worn	 out.	Metal	 rusts.	 Our	 bodies,	 though	

remarkably	resilient,	are	also	quite	fragile	and	inevitably	succumb	to	mortality.	Careers	conclude	
and	relationships	dissolve.	Is	there	anything	in	this	universe	that	we	can	count	on	to	last	forever?

	The	Bible	says	in	Isaiah	51:6	and	Hebrews	1:10-12	that	even	the	heavens	and	the	Earth	will	
perish—they	will	“wear	out	like	a	garment.”	While	that	may	be	discouraging	news	for	some,	we	
can	be	encouraged	by	three	things	that	will	never	spoil,	perish,	vanish,	or	fade—and	in	these	we	
can	place	our	complete	hope	and	trust.

First,	is	the	Word	of	God.	The	Bible	has	withstood	attack,	ridicule,	criticism,	and	many	at-
tempts	to	destroy	it	over	the	centuries.	Voltaire,	an	18th	century	French	philosopher	and	histo-
rian,	once	predicted,	“One	hundred	years	from	today,	the	Bible	will	be	a	forgotten	book.”	Many	
have	forgotten	Voltaire,	as	well	as	this	quote;	however,	no	one	has	forgotten	the	Bible.	

In	16th	century	England,	William	Tyndale	translated	the	New	Testament	from	Greek	to	Eng-
lish	for	the	first	time	in	1525,	during	a	period	of	great	persecution	in	Europe.	Catholic	authorities	
forbade	the	translation	and	distribution	of	the	Bible	in	English	(cf.	Decree	of	the	Council	of	Tou-
louse	1229	AD;	Ruling	of	the	Council	of	Tarragona	of	1234	AD;	Proclamations	at	the	Ecumeni-
cal	Council	of	Constance	1415	AD).	Any	Bible	found	violating	these	rulings	were	burned,	but	
Tyndale	believed	all	people	should	be	able	to	read	the	Bible	in	their	own	language.	After	being	
tried	and	convicted	for	treason	and	heresy	for	printing	and	distributing	Bibles,	Tyndale	was	
burned	at	the	stake	in	1536.	Because	of	people	like	Tyndale	throughout	history,	today	the	Bible	
has been translated into nearly 3,000 languages!

Despite	every	attempt	to	eradicate	it,	the	Bible	today	is	the	world’s	best-selling	and	most	
widely	distributed	book.	In	the	last	50	years,	3.9	billion	copies	of	the	Bible	have	been	sold.	Just	
as	Isaiah	40:8	and	1	Peter	1:24-25	declare,	“The	grass	withers	and	the	flowers	fall,	but	the	word	

of	our	God	endures	forever.”
The	second	thing	that	is	eternal	is	the	soul	of	man.	The	Bible	says	in	Psalm	139:13-16	and	

Jeremiah	1:5	that	God	forms	us	in	our	mother’s	womb—that	He	knows	us	even	before	we	
were	born.	Our	time	on	earth	is	but	a	mist	or	a	vapor	(James	4:14)	and	our	spirit	will	eventu-
ally	return	to	God	who	gave	it	(Ecclesiastes	12:7).	The	soul	is	precious	and	has	a	destination	
beyond	this	world.	Jesus	said	in	Mark	8:36,	“What	good	is	it	for	someone	to	gain	the	whole	
world,	yet	forfeit	their	soul?”

In	John	5:28-29,	Jesus	made	this	stunning	revelation:	“Do	not	be	amazed	at	this,	for	a	
time	is	coming	when	all	who	are	in	their	graves	will	hear	his	voice	and	come	out—those	who	
have	done	what	is	good	will	rise	to	live,	and	those	who	have	done	what	is	evil	will	rise	to	be	
condemned.”	And	we	know	from	John	3:16	that	God	loved	the	world	so	much	that	He	gave	
His	one	and	only	Son—that	whoever	believes	in	Him,	would	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.	

The	 third	 thing	 that	 is	eternal	 is	 the	 love	of	God.	God’s	 love	endures	 forever	and	ever	
(Psalm	136:1-26).	We	learn	from	Romans	8:28	“…that	in	all	things	God	works	for	the	good	
of	those	who	love	him,	who	have	been	called	according	to	his	purpose.”	And	quite	possibly	the	
most	astonishing	verse	about	God’s	love	comes	from	Romans	8:38-39,	which	says,	“For	I	am	
convinced	that	neither	death	nor	life,	neither	angels	nor	demons,	neither	the	present	nor	the	
future,	nor	any	powers,	neither	height	nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	in	all	creation,	will	be	
able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.”

Nothing	can	separate	God’s	love	from	those	who	love,	revere,	and	serve	Him!	If	you	
would	like	to	learn	more	about	God’s	love—and	the	“Certainty	of	Eternity,”	our	theme	
for	2018—please	join	us	at	Shepherd	Church	for	weekend	services.

 Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your 
Faith (available on Amazon) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch,

California, which has campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, 
and the West Valley. You can connect with Dudley at www.
LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
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We	are	confident	 that	 the	 two	surviving	candidates,	one	 to	be	
elected	governor,	will	be	between	current	Calif.	Lt.	Governor	
Gavin	 Newson	 and	 former	 Los	 Angeles	 Mayor	 Antonio	
Villaraigosa.
	 Our		“star”	student	reporter,	Casey	Kim,	has	had	the	
unpleasant	 difficult	 task	 of	 asking	 both	 candidates:	 “IF	
elected	this	year,	would	you	move	quickly	to	SHUT	DOWN	
all	 of	 Aliso	 Canyon.”	 This	 paper	 has	 tired	 of	 the	 false	
description	of	Brown	as	the	“green”	governor.	We	seek	to	
get	a	promise	from	one	or	both	candidates	to	permanently	
close	the	SoCal	Gas	facility.
	 Prior	to	going	to	press	with	this	 issue,	both	said	they	
needed	 time	 to	 consider	 the	options.	At	deadline,	Newson	
did	 not	 return	 emails	 or	 phone	 calls	 for	 follow-up,	 while	
Villaraigosa	advised	that	he	would	have	a	response	before	
the March issue.
		 Why	 is	 all	 this	 so	 vital	 to	 residents	 in	 the	 Valley?	
Newson	is	better	known	state-wide,	and	will	top	the	former	
mayor	in	his	home	base	in	San	Francisco.	Villaraigosa	likely	
will	take	southern	California	and	the	Central	Valley	area,	
especially	with	the	large	Hispanic	communities	in	both.
	 We	can’t	set	odds,	but:
	 a.		If	one	candidate	commits	to	putting	his	support	on	
record	prior	to	primaries,	he	should	win,	we	win;
 b.  If both agree to our demands, we will also win.
	 c.		If		both	say	no	–	we	keep	up	the	fight!
	 In	our	liberal,	Democratic	state,	a	statement	of	closing	
Aliso	 Canyon	 will	 ring	 loudly	 and	 clearly	 throughout	
California.	We	urge	all	our	vocal	and	active	environmental	
groups	and	individuals	to	pressure	both	candidates	NOW!	

-  The Valley Voice

Closing Down Aliso Canyon –
At Ballot Box

	 This	is	why	German	Chancellor	Angela	Merkel	brought	
a	million	refugees	into	Germany,	a	majority	of	them	Middle	
East	Muslims:	 She	wanted	 to	 feel	 good	 about	 herself	 and	
Germany	—	especially	in	light	of	Germany’s	evil	history	—	
“Look,	world.	We	Germans	really	are	good	people.”
	 Why	do	Democrats	support	sanctuary	cities,	and	even	
sanctuary	states?	Because,	in	addition	to	first	two	reasons,	
it	enables	them	to	feel	good	about	themselves.	In	their	eyes,	
they	are	moral	heroes	protecting	the	stranger,	the	oppressed,	
the marginalized, the destitute.
 If any one of these reasons accurately describes the 
left’s	 attitude	 toward	America	 and	 immigration,	America	
is headed for trouble. If all three are accurate, America is 
headed	for	an	existential	crisis.
 
 (Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based 
in Los Angeles.)  -  Jewish World Review

3 Reasons the Left Wants 
Legal and Illegal Immigrants
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California is Sitting On a Surplus, 
but Don’t Expect a Refund

By Judy Lin

I t	should	be	said	that	California’s	resistance	began	before	there	was	a	resistance.
	 When	Gov.	Jerry	Brown	unveiled	his	 last	budget,	 it	bookended	eight	years	of	a	progressive	march	to	reduce	
greenhouse	gases,	expand	health	care,	grant	more	rights	to	undocumented	immigrants	and	raise	the	minimum	

wage	to	$15	an	hour.	Along	the	way,	blue	state	voters	have	assented	by	passing	temporary	taxes	on	the	rich—not	once,	
but	twice.	The	top	marginal	income	tax	rate	is	now	13.3	percent,	the	highest	state	income	tax	rate	in	the	country.
	 In	short,	policies	that	are	now	labeled	acts	of	resistance	to	President	Donald	Trump	were	alive	and	ascendant	
in	California	 long	before	he	won	 the	White	House.	But	 the	 contrasts	have	become	much	more	 stark.	 Instead	of	
cutting	taxes,	the	Democratic	governor	and	his	party’s	legislative	leaders	have	passed	a	gas	tax	to	help	pay	for	aging	
infrastructure.	Instead	of	trying	to	shift	government	out	of	the	healthcare	marketplace,	California	is	looking	for	a	
way	to	fund	single-payer	health	care,	including	coverage	for	undocumented	immigrants.	Instead	of	criminalizing	pot,	
the	state	is	looking	forward	to	collecting	taxes	on	marijuana	sales.
	 In	 the	months	between	now	and	 the	June	deadline	 for	a	final	budget,	 the	governor	and	 the	Legislature	will	
hammer	out	details.	The	focus	this	year:	what	to	do	with	an	expected	surplus	of	$6.1	billion.	Republicans	say	return	
it	to	California’s	40	million	residents	as	a	nice	tax	refund.	The	governor’s	priority	is	to	fill	up	the	state’s	rainy	day	
fund.	Democratic	legislators	mostly	want	to	spend	it.
	 “We	have	a	very	different	approach,”	said	Assemblyman	Phil	Ting,	the	San	Francisco	Democrat	who	chairs	the	
Assembly	Budget	Committee.	“Our	focus,	the	people	who	we	think	need	tax	relief,	are	the	working	Californians	who	
are	making	less	than	$25,000.	That’s	where	we	want	to	spend	our	money,	making	sure	they	have	money	to	pay	rent,	
to	pay	for	food.”
     *  *  *
	 As	supportive	as	Brown	might	be	of	these	Democratic	aspirations,	his	administration	is	urging	legislative	leaders	
to	proceed	with	caution.	The	state’s	tax	structure	is	more	vulnerable	than	ever	to	the	stock	market	gains	and	losses	
of	its	wealthiest	citizens,	and	the	governor	said	California	must	prepare	for	the	next	economic	downturn	because	a	
mild	recession	could	wipe	away	at	least	$20	billion	a	year	in	revenues.
	 He	also	warns	of	uncertainty	from	Washington.
	 “There	are	certain	policies	that	are	radical	departures	from	the	norm,	and	California	will	fight	those,	whether	
it’s	immigration	or	offshore	drilling,”	Brown	said.	“We	don’t	know	what	will	happen.	I	wouldn’t	want	to	portray	a	
California-Washington	battle,	although	there	are	some	key	differences	and	we’ll	espouse	our	values.”
	 Since	Brown	was	 elected	 to	 a	 second	 stint	 as	 governor	 in	November	 2010,	 the	 state	 has	 climbed	 out	 of	 the	
recession	and	enjoyed	economic	prosperity.	The	unemployment	rate,	which	topped	12	percent,	now	stands	at	4.6	
percent.	Since	his	return,	California	has	added	2.4	million	jobs	and	hourly	wages	are	up	$4.76	an	hour.	The	state,	
which	carried	a	$25	billion	deficit	in	his	first	year	back,	has	enjoyed	billion-dollar	surpluses	in	recent	years	and	the	
state now has a rainy day fund.
	 The	governor’s	proposed	$190	billion	budget	for	California	is	dominated	by	education	(29	percent)	and	health	
care	(32	percent)	spending.	Health	care	spending	has	been	growing	particularly	fast	since	the	state	embraced	the	
Affordable	Care	Act,	best	known	as	Obamacare. (Continued on page 6)

Wealthy Flee State

Brown Worries 
about Killing 
California’s 

Golden Geese
By Dan Walters

T o	intertwine	cliches,	Gov.	Jerry	Brown	let	the	cat	out	of	
the	bag	last	month	and	acknowledged	that	he’s	concerned	
about killing the golden geese. 

	 Those	 geese	 are	 the	 few	 thousand	Californians	 with	 the	
highest	incomes	whose	taxes	allow	Brown	and	other	California	
politicians	 to	 spend	 tens	 of	 billions	 of	 dollars	 a	 year	 and	 the	
new	federal	tax	overhaul	encourages	them	to	take	their	money	
elsewhere. 
	 When	President	Trump	and	the	Republican	Congress	were	
working	on	what	they	called	tax	reform,	Brown	and	governors	
of	 other	 high-tax	 states,	 such	 as	 New	York’s	Andrew	Cuomo,	
complained	loudly	that	it	was	unfair	to	their	constituents.
	 However,	they	never	admitted	the	obvious,	that	their	concern	
was	really	about	its	impact	on	high-income	taxpayers	who	would	
no longer be able to deduct more than a tiny fraction of their state 
and	local	taxes	on	their	federal	tax	returns.	
	 In	fact,	while	the	federal	tax	legislation	can	be	criticized	on	
many	 grounds,	 it	 really	 will	 benefit	most	 low-	 and	moderate-
income	 taxpayers	 by	 increasing	 their	 standard	 deduction	 to	
$24,000	on	joint	returns.	
	 High-income	taxpayers	in	most	states	also	will	benefit	from	
lower	marginal	rates.	But	in	California	and	other	states	with	high	
tax	burdens,	 the	opposite	will	be	true.	With	a	$10,000	 limit	on	
local	and	state	tax	deductions,	wealthy	Californians,	New	Yorkers	
and	residents	of	the	other	high-tax	states	will	see	their	federal	tax	
bills	zoom	upwards.	
	 In	other	words,	 they	will	 feel	 the	full	 impact	of	their	state	
and	local	taxes,	which	will	no	longer	be	subsidized	by	the	federal	
government	 and	 the	 impact	 will	 be	 the	 heaviest	 in	 California	
because	of	its	highest-in-the-nation	income	tax	rates.	
	 “People	with	higher	incomes	pay	a	lot	more	money,	and	some	
of	them	may	be	tempted	to	leave,”	Brown	said	as	he	introduced	
his	2018-19	budget,	calling	it	“an	assault	by	the	Republicans	in	
Congress	against	California,	New	York	and	New	Jersey.”	
	 Brown’s	budget	underscores	his	concern	about	a	potential	
flight	of	golden	geese.	
	 “The	highest-income	Californians	pay	a	large	share	of	the	
state’s	personal	income	tax,”	it	says.	“For	the	2015	tax	year,	the	
top	1	percent	of	 income	earners	paid	 just	under	48	percent	of	
personal	income	taxes.	This	percentage	has	been	greater	than	40	
percent	in	11	of	the	past	12	years.	
	 “The	 share	of	 total	 adjusted	gross	 income	 from	 the	 top	1	
percent	of	income	earners	has	increased	from	13.8	percent	in	1993	
to	24	percent	in	2014	(and)	changes	in	the	income	of	a	relatively	
small	group	of	taxpayers	can	have	a	significant	impact	on	state	
revenues.”	
	 There’s	more	than	a	small	tinge	of	irony	about	the	situation.	
	 When	Brown	proposed	 to	 temporarily	 raise	 income	 taxes	
on	those	in	the	highest	brackets	to	close	a	budget	gap,	one	of	the	
arguments	 was	 that	 they	 wouldn’t	 feel	 the	 pain	 because	 they	
could	deduct	the	new	taxes	on	their	federal	returns.	
	 That	also	was	the	argument	two	years	ago	when	a	union-led	
coalition	successfully	urged	voters	to	extend	the	higher	rates	for	
12 additional years.
	 That	rationale	for	taxing	the	rich	has	now	vanished	and	the	
full	weight	of	those	taxes	will	be	felt.	
  (Dan Walters has been a journalist for nearly 57 years, spending 
all but a few of those years working for California newspapers. 
He has written more than 9,000 columns about California and its 
politics.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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Permanent Water Rationing is 
Coming to California

By Edward Ring

H ave	you	experienced	water	faucets	that	spray	tiny	jets	of	water	onto	your	hands?	You	know,	those	eight	tiny	jets	
of	water,	each	about	1.0	millimeter	in	diameter,	that	are	emitted	with	so	much	pressure	that	the	paltry	quantity	
of	water	bounces	off	your	skin	before	you	can	get	it	wet	enough	to	apply	soap,	and	makes	rinsing	the	soap	off	

nearly	impossible?	You	can	find	these	water	faucets	in	airports	and	other	public	places,	where	they	constitute	a	minor	
annoyance.	But	wait.	Thanks	to	California’s	state	legislature,	they’re	on	their	way	into	your	home.
	 You’ll	just	love	your	personal	space	filled	up	with	these	expensive	gadgets.	For	example,	these	faucets	will	probably	
require	voice-activation,	turn	off	after	ten	seconds,	and	send	a	report	to	your	utility	in	order	to	help	you	manage	your	
usage	patterns.	Smart	faucets.	Smart	washers.	Smart	dish	washers.	Smart	shower	heads	and	smart	toilets	–	all	coming	
your	way,	thanks	to	the	California	State	Legislature	and	their	partners,	the	scarcity	profiteers	of	Silicon	Valley.
	 You’ll	love	how	all	these	water-sipping,	next-generation	durable	goods	can	go	“down,”	get	hacked,	don’t	work	
very	well,	and	require	annual	warranty	payments.	You’ll	also	love	purchasing	bargain	basement	annual	software	
upgrades,	but	only	affordable,	barely,	if	you	join	their	green	team	club	for	life	special	VIP	program.	You’ll	love	how	
the	control	panel	on	your	washer	will	look	like	the	bridge	of	a	starship,	and	can	only	be	operated	after	you’ve	mastered	
the	virtual	version	of	a	two-inch	thick	instruction	manual.
	 California’s	 ruling	 coalition	 of	 government	 employee	 unions,	 extreme	 environmentalists,	 and	 high-tech	
billionaires	are	at	it	again,	this	time	with	a	water	conservation	bill,	AB	1668,	that	is	going	to	impose	a	mandatory	limit	
of	55	gallons	per	person	per	day	on	indoor	water	consumption.	Bring	on	the	gadgets.
	 To	put	the	impact	of	this	bill	into	perspective,	consider	what	it	would	cost	to	retrofit	a	household	to	reduce	indoor	
water	consumption:
 The biggest cost on this table is the cost for a tankless water heater or a hot water circulation system, necessary 
if	we	don’t	want	to	waste	water	while	waiting	for	it	to	get	hot.	Because	there’s	no	good	solution	to	that	problem,	this	
is	a	significant	source	of	water	waste	that	is	blithely	ignored	by	water	conservation	activists.	It’s	reasonable	to	expect	
people	in	a	developed,	wealthy	
nation like America to wait 
until	 they	 have	 warm	 water	
before washing their hands, 
shaving,	hand	washing	dishes,	
or showering. And there is no 
way	a	person	is	going	to	bring	
their indoor water usage down 
to	 55	 gallons	 a	 day	 without	
either	 performing	 all	 these	
tasks with cold water, or by 
installing	 a	 system	 to	 deliver	
instant hot water.
	 But	if	every	Californian	did	their	best	to	comply	with	AB	1668,	could	they	reduce	their	water	usage	to	55	gallons	
per	day?	The	next	table	shows	how	much	they	could	save,	using	USGS	data.	Please	note	the	USGS	data	is	for	America,	
not	for	California,	where	decades	of	conservation	incentives	have	already	yielded	tremendous	reductions	in	use.	Per	
capital	indoor	water	use	in	California	isn’t	anywhere	near	139	gallons	per	day.	More	on	that	later.
	 Apart	from	water	efficient	toilets	which	save	water	and	don’t	require	lifestyle	changes,	there’s	not	much	here	that	
isn’t	expensive	and	inconvenient.	Notwithstanding	the	fact	that	Silicon	Valley	moguls	are	salivating	over	the	prospects	
of subsequent mandates 
that will require all these 
retrofit	 appliances	 to	
be	 “smart,”	 they	 aren’t	
going to make life better. 
Low	 flow	 shower	 heads	
require longer duration 
showers,	especially	 if	you	
have	to	rinse	shampoo	out	
of	 long	 hair.	 Consumer	
reports	 offer	 mixed	
reviews	 on	 low	 water	
consumption	dishwashers	
and	washing	machines.	Some	of	us	like	to	wash	our	dishes	by	hand	–	in	many	cases	because	it’s	less	time	consuming.	
And	who	wants	to	pull	wet	clothes	out	of	side	loading	washers?	As	for	waiting	for	hot	water	to	make	it	to	faucets,	
there’s	no	inexpensive	and	effective	solution.
	 Enforcing	the	55	gallon	indoor	limit	will	also	be	costly	not	only	for	California’s	residents,	but	for	every	water	
utility	in	the	state.	After	all,	to	regulate	indoor	water	consumption,	you	have	to	measure	indoor	water	consumption	
separately	from	outdoor	water	consumption.	And,	of	course,	residential	outdoor	water	consumption	is	also	in	AB	
1668’s	cross	hairs.	To	accomplish	this,	AB	1668	calls	for	dedicated	outdoor	water	meters,	separate	from	indoor	water	
meters,	and	it	calls	for	water	utilities	to	prepare	a	water	“budget”	for	each	customer	parcel	based	on	the	size	of	the	
parcel	and	other	factors	such	as	the	local	climate.
  (Edward Ring has over 20 years experience in business and politics, primarily with start-up and early stage 
organizations. From 2010 through 2016, he was Executive Director, then President of the California Policy Center  … 
where this perspective was first posted.)

Many Relocating

High Taxes Shock 
Californians

By Cal Thomas

One	 reason	 Democrats	 seem	 so	 fixated	 on	 importing	 illegal	
immigrants and allowing their children to stay and become 
citizens	may	be	 the	exodus	 from	high-tax	and	 traditionally	

Democratic	states.
	 Anecdotal	 evidence	 is	 usually	 not	 helpful	 in	 determining	
trends, but when stories begin to accumulate and sound the same 
attention	must	be	paid.
	 Two	friends	of	mine,	who	are	longtime	California	residents,	
recently	decided	to	move	from	that	highly	taxed	state	to	states	with	
lower	taxes.	As	much	as	they	love	California,	they	tell	me,	they	can	
no	longer	afford	to	live	there.
	 United	Van	Lines’	National	Movers	Study	has	for	more	than	
40	years	tracked	which	states	people	are	moving	to	and	from.	This	
should	--	and	probably	has	--	received	attention	from	Democrats.
	 The	Washington	Free	Beacon	has	analyzed	the	data	and	found	
people	are	leaving	Illinois,	New	Jersey	(where	the	new	Democratic	
governor	has	promised	to	raise	taxes)	and	New	York,	among	other	
high-tax	states.	Sixty-three	percent	of	outbound	moves	were	from	
Illinois	and	New	Jersey.	New	York	(61	percent),	Connecticut	(57	
percent)	and	Massachusetts	(56	percent)	rounded	out	the	top	five.	
It is hardly coincidental that these states are mostly controlled 
by	Democrats.	 Illinois,	with	 its	Republican	governor,	 is	 the	 lone	
exception,	though	the	state	remains	heavily	blue.
	 California’s	 top	 marginal	 income	 tax	 rate	 is	 13.3	 percent,	
the	highest	state	income	tax	rate	in	the	country,	according	to	the	
National	Tax	Foundation.	The	state	also	ranks	highest	nationally	
in	its	sales	tax	of	7.25	percent.	Anyone	filling	up	at	a	gas	station	in	
California	sees	some	of	the	highest	prices	per	gallon	in	the	country,	
thanks	mainly	to	added	taxes.
    (Cal Thomas, America’s most-syndicated columnist, is the 
author of 10 books.)               -  Jewish World Review
                

Poverty Capital of U.S.

Does the 
California Model 

Really Work?
By Jonah Goldberg

The	 alleged	 success	 of	 the	 California	 model	 is	 one	 of	 the	
more	intense	controversies	in	the	nerdier	corners	of	public	
policy	debate.

	 For	 many	 progressives,	 California’s	 metastasizing	 liberalism	
proves	you	can	have	Scandinavian-style	social	policies	and	tax	rates	
and	still	have	robust	economic	growth.	For	conservatives,	California	
is	 like	 a	bumblebee.	On	paper,	 the	damn	 thing	 shouldn’t	 be	 able	
to	fly	 --	and	yet	 it	does.	Thus	 the	cottage	 industry	on	 the	right	of	
prophesizing	California’s	inevitable	demise.
	 What’s	always	bothered	me	about	the	whole	argument	is	how	
it	leaves	out	important	factors.	For	me,	the	biggest	one	was	always	
geography	and	the	climate	that	comes	with	it.	I	live	in	Washington,	
D.C.,	where	the	winters	are	cold	and	wet.	We	get	more	freezing	rain	
than	snow.	The	summers	are	equatorial.	August	is	like	one	extended	
scene	 from	 “Barton	 Fink,”	 with	 everyone	 pretending	 not	 to	 be	
drenched in sweat.
	 If	Amazon’s	 Jeff	 Bezos	 got	 off	 his	 derriere	 and	 rolled	 out	 a	
weather	machine,	 I	would	gladly	 spend	at	 least	 10	percent	 of	my	
annual	 income	to	have	the	weather	of	Santa	Monica	or	Palo	Alto.	
Los	Angeles	has	284	days	a	year	of	sunshine,	and	California	has	840	
miles	of	mostly	spectacular	coastline.	Is	it	any	surprise	that	people	are	
willing	to	pay	extra	for	that?
	 The	state	also	has	a	lot	of	beautiful	and	famous	people	whom	less	
beautiful,	less	famous	people	like	to	live	near.
	 The	point	is	that	California	attracts	an	enormous	number	of	
rich	people	who	think	it’s	worth	the	high	taxes,	awful	traffic	and	
even	the	threat	of	tectonic	annihilation	to	live	there	--	for	reasons	
that	 literally	have	nothing	 to	do	with	 the	 state’s	 liberal	policies.	
Indeed,	most	of	 the	Californians	I	know	 live	 there	despite	 those	
policies,	not	because	of	them.
	 No	 offense	 to	 South	Dakota,	 but	 if	 it	 adopted	 the	California	
model	of	heavy	regulation,	high	taxes	and	politically	correct	social	
engineering,	there’d	be	a	caravan	of	refugees	heading	to	states	such	
as	Wyoming	and	Minnesota.	(I	suspect	South	Dakotan	pride	would	
keep	them	from	heading	to	North	Dakota.)
	 Anyway,	 there’s	 a	 new	 data	 point	 to	 inform	 the	 debate	 that	
hopefully	will	be	more	difficult	to	ignore:	California	is	the	poverty	
capital	of	America.
	 The	Census	Bureau	has	come	up	with	a	new	and	better	way	
to	measure	poverty.	The	standard	model	doesn’t	take	into	account	
all	sorts	of	factors	that	matter	in	the	real	world	--	the	overall	cost	of	
living,	including	food,	housing	prices,	utilities,	medical	care	and	taxes.
	 This	 is	 just	 common	sense.	The	median	household	 income	 in	
Mississippi	is	about	$41,000	per	year.	In	California	it’s	about	$65,000.	
Does	anyone	doubt	that	$41,000	goes	a	lot	further	in	Biloxi	than	in	
Los	Angeles?
	 According	to	the	standard	poverty	measure,	Mississippi	ranks	
first	in	the	nation	with	a	rate	of	20.8	percent.	California	ranks	16th.	
 (Jonah Goldberg is a fellow at the American Enterprise Institute 
and editor-at-large of National Review Online.)`
               -  Jewish World Review
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What You Need
to Know about

California’s
New Laws

By Dennis P. Zine

As we enter 2018, there are so many items on the ta-
ble	to	review,	discuss	and	sort	out.	First,	we	should	
consider the new laws going into effect in 2018. 

New	 tax	 laws	 will	 impact	most	 working	 and	 retired	
people	 in	the	great	 land	of	America.	While	some	will	
surely	 benefit	 from	 them,	 namely	 the	 rich,	 corpora-
tions	and	people	living	in	Red	states,	the	rest	of	us,	es-
pecially	those	living	in	California,	will	likely	not	benefit	
to	any	great	degree.	According	to	tax	experts	people	in	
California,	New	York	and	some	of	the	other	more	lib-
eral	Blue	states	will	suffer.	In	reviewing	these	new	tax	
laws	with	some	friends	who	are	CPAs,	I	have	learned	
that	the	impact	on	my	income	will	not	be	good	as	I	will	
most	likely	pay	more	in	taxes	than	in	past	years.	
 Time will tell so I will let you know the results in the 
future.	I	did	pay	both	the	first	and	second	installments	
on	my	property	taxes	before	the	end	of	the	year	since	
the deduction for 2017 is not limited as it will be soon. 
If	you	paid	your	 full	property	 tax	bill	 like	I	did,	you	
followed	some	good	advice	from	tax	experts.		
	 Then	 there	 are	 the	 new	 recreational	 marijuana	
laws	in	California.	You	no	longer	need	to	get	a	Medical	
Marijuana	 card	 to	 purchase	 pot.	 Anyone	 over	 21	
is	now	eligible	 to	buy	 it	 for	personal	use	 to	get	high.	
While	 there	 are	 restrictions	 on	 transportation	 and	
locations	where	you	can	smoke	marijuana,	 there	will	
be	 those	 in	 our	 state	 who	 will	 drive	 loaded	 and	 get	
involved	 in	 traffic	 collisions,	 causing	harm	 to	others.	
DUI	has	continued	to	be	a	problem	in	our	state	and	I	
believe	it	will	only	get	worse	with	the	ability	to	legally	
get	high	on	pot.	We	know	that	DUI	and	injury	traffic	
incidents	have	increased	significantly	 in	Colorado.	In	
time	we	will	know	how	many	of	us	will	be	impacted	by	
people	driving	loaded	on	pot.	The	message	is	clear.	If	
you	chose	 to	get	high,	don’t	drive.	Save	yourself	and	
others	the	negative	impact	of	a	foolish	act.	
	 In	 addition,	 remember	 that	 certain	 professions	
prohibit	the	use	of	pot	for	any	purpose	--	 like	airline	
pilots	 and	 other	professions	 that	 fall	 under	 the	 rules	
of	 the	 Federal	Government.	 Pot	 is	 still	 illegal	 under	
Federal	Law.		
	 For	 regulations,	 go	 to	 the	 Bureau	 of	 Cannabis	
Control	online.	

  *  *  *

	 What	ever	happened	to	Due	Process?	
 We are a land of laws, rules and regulations. 
Since	there	is	no	common	law	marriage	in	California,	
everything	needs	to	be	codified.	We	have	criminal	laws,	
civil	laws,	real	estate	laws	and	so	forth	in	California	and	
throughout	America.	There	are	sexual	harassment	laws	
and	consequences	 for	violating	 them	as	well	as	other	
laws	dealing	with	personal	conduct.	With	the	current	
trend	of	sexual	harassment	allegations	against	various	
men	 in	 politics,	 the	 media	 and	 the	 entertainment	
world,	what	ever	happened	to	due	process	and	the	idea	
that	one	is	innocent	until	proven	guilty?	
	 I	 don’t	 condone	 any	 type	 of	 harassment	 or	
intimidation toward any woman, man or anyone else, 
straight,	 gay	 or	 transgender.	 All	 people	 have	 equal	
rights	and	freedoms.	But	after	serving	nearly	50	years	
in	law	enforcement,	I	strongly	believe	in	the	system	that	
says	an	individual	is	innocent	until	proven	guilty.	Once	
facts	 are	 given	 and	 evidence	 is	 presented,	 hopefully	
justice	will	prevail	and	be	served.	
	 Our	 system	 is	 not	 always	 correct	 or	perfect	 and	
there	 are	 cases	 of	 miscarriage	 of	 justice.	 No	 person	
should	ever	be	able	or	be	permitted	to	intimidate,	harm	
or	harass	any	person.	But	in	the	current	stormy	Court	
of	Public	Opinion,	when	it	comes	to	sexual	harassment	
allegations, we need to remember that we are a society 
of	rules	and	due	process.	There	are	statues	of	limitations	
and	time	limitations	for	different	types	of	crimes.	That	
means	you	must	report	an	incident	in	a	timely	manner.	
If	you	are	the	victim	of	sexual	harassment	or	any	other	
crime,	don’t	wait	years	to	report	it.	Make	sure	to	get	
the incident on record and let the authorities deal with 
the	investigation.
 

 (Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD 
Supervisor, former and retired 12-year Los Angeles City 
Councilman and current General Manager at Bell Canyon 
in Ventura County.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

Poems for 
Elders

This book offers an illuminating 
and	 inspiring	 account	 of	 our	
older	population.	 It	 reflects	 the	

wisdom	and	experience	of	our	Oldies,	
telling	about	our	older	population	in	

a world of goodness.
	 The	 sections	 covered	 in	 the	 book	 include:	 Seniors	And	
Elders,	Creative	Aging,	Relationships,	Appreciation,	On	The	
Sunny	 Side,	 On	 The	 Shady	 Side,	 Technology	 and	 Growing	
Older.
	 Some	will	say,	the	thoughts	in	this	book	are	just	the	way	
I	think	about	things.	Others	may	say,	I	haven’t	ever	thought	
about things in that way. 
	 Start	reading	this	book,	with	the	author’s	wishes	for	you	to	
have	a	meaningful	and	fulfilling	life	in	a	world	of	goodness.
	 The	 author	 has	 been	 a	 licensed	 psychologist,	 human	
factors	 specialist,	 licensed	 nursing	 home	 administrator	 and	
educator.     
	 He	is	the	“Poet	Laureate”	for	the	Congress	of	California	
Seniors	and	the	California	Retired	Teachers	Association	in	the	
San	Fernando	Valley.
	 Norman	is	recognized	as	“Ambassador	For	Seniors”	by	Los	
Angeles	Mayor	Eric	Garcetti	and	Los	Angeles	Councilmember	
Mitchell	Englander.
	 He	is	the	recipient	of	the	“Spirit	of	Life	Award”	from	the	
Los	Angeles	Poet	Society.
	 The	 author	 is	 “Resident	 Poet”	 for	 the	 Valley	 Voice	
Newspaper.
 -  Norman Molesko

Expert
Orthopedic
Urgent Care

Beginning	Jan	1,	2018	Porter	Ranch	Quality	Care,	
an	 affiliate	 of	 Southern	California	Orthopedic	
Institute	 (SCOI),	 has	 launched	 an	 orthopedic	

urgent	care	clinic	for	acute	or	sudden	injuries,	such	
as	broken	bones,	sprains	and	strains.	We	know	you	
want	to	get	the	proper	diagnosis	and	treatment	from	
the	start,	and	that’s	why	Porter	Ranch	Quality	Care	
is	 the	 place	 for	 you!	 Studies	 show	 that	 the	 sooner	
an	 orthopedic	 team	 is	 involved	 in	 the	 care	 of	 an	
injured	patient,	the	better	the	outcome.	And	getting	
orthopedic	urgent	care	versus	going	to	any	hospital	
emergency	room	will	definitely	save	you	money	and	a	
long wait.
	 At	 Porter	 Ranch	 Quality	 Care,	 you	 will	
be	 in	 the	 trusted	 care	 of	 our	 fellowship	 trained	
orthopedic	 surgeons	 or	 physician	 assistants.	 This	
team	of	orthopedic	clinicians	has	always	focused	on	
musculoskeletal	health,	and	 they	will	 evaluate	your	
orthopedic	 injury	 and	 start	 the	 treatment	 plan.	
Moreover,	 our	 team	 members	 are	 highly	 skilled	
at	 diagnosing	 and	 treating	 orthopedic	 injuries.	 In	
fact,	 they	 treat	 more	 orthopedic	 patients	 per	 year	
than all the local urgent care and emergency rooms 
combined!
 -  Mark Ortgies, Director of Provider Relations 



February, 2018 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 6

Congressman Brad Sherman

TOWN HALL
Wednesday, February 28, 2018

7:00 - 8:30 pm

TELEPHONE

A Telephone Town Hall operates like a large conference 
call, you will hear Rep. Sherman’s opening remarks and 

then ask questions on any issue facing Congress. 
To participate call (877) 229-8493 any time during

the Town Hall and enter PIN# 13402.
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$270 Million at Work

Aging Coliseum
Getting Facelift

A groundbreaking	ceremony	was	held	last	month	for	the	two-year	$270	million	renovation	of	historic	Los	Angeles	Memorial	Coliseum.
	 The	renovation	project	 is	not	expected	 to	 impact	 the	Trojans’	2018	home	 football	

season,	and	it	is	expected	to	be	completed	in	time	for	the	team’s	2019	home	opener.
	 Plans	call	for	an	overall	reduction	in	the	Coliseum’s	seating	capacity,	from	93,607	to	about	
77,500.	All	of	 the	seats	will	be	replaced,	and	the	project	will	 include	handrails,	new	suites,	
upgraded	entryways	and	video	screens.
	 The	Coliseum	was	built	in	1923	and	last	underwent	substantial	renovations	20	years	ago	
when	$93	million	was	 spent	 to	 repair	damage	 from	 the	1994	Northridge	 earthquake.	The	
stadium	has	hosted	two	Olympics,	two	Super	Bowls,	a	World	Series,	a	papal	Mass	and	visits	
by	three	U.S.	presidents.
	 Other	elements	of	the	proposed	renovation	include:
	 --	adding	aisles,	widening	seats	and	increasing	leg	room	in	some	sections;
	 --	building	a	structure	on	the	south	side	of	the	stadium	including	suites,	loge	boxes,	club	
seats,	a	concourse	and	press	box;
	 --	restoration	of	the	peristyle	to	resemble	its	original	design;
	 --	updating	Wi-Fi	technology;
	 --	additional	concession	stands;
	 --	replacing	electrical,	mechanical	and	plumbing	systems;	and
	 --	installing	new	field	and	stadium	lighting.
	 Following	the	project,	one-third	of	the	seats	are	expected	to	be	reserved	for	donors	who	
make	``a	one-time	capital	gift	and	are	members	of	the	Trojan	Athletic	Fund.’’	The	other	two-
thirds	will	not	require	any	additional	donation,	with	USC	officials	saying	they	are	̀ `committed	
to	providing	affordable	seating	options’’	for	fans.
 The student and band seats will not be relocated.
	 United	Airlines	had	reached	a	$70	million	naming-rights	deal	for	the	stadium.	

	 The	act	not	only	grew	the	marketplace	for	private	health	plans	but	allowed	states	
to	expand	their	Medicaid	health	insurance	programs	for	the	poor.	Because	California	is	
among	30	states	that	expanded	Medicaid,	the	federal	government	is	paying	at	least	90	
percent	of	the	cost	for	newly	eligible	enrollees.
	 That	 has	 allowed	 California	 to	 draw	 billions	 in	 extra	 funding	 from	 the	 federal	
government	to	bolster	Medi-Cal,	the	state’s	version	of	the	national	Medicaid	program.	
As	a	result,	the	number	of	people	without	health	coverage	in	the	state	has	dropped	to	a	
historic	low:	from	17.6	percent	in	the	1980s	to	7.6	percent	in	2016.	Today,	one	in	three	
Californians	are	covered	by	Medi-Cal.
	 Public	schools	too	have	greatly	benefited	since	the	recession,	with	much	of	the	extra	
spending	on	schools	going	to	improve	teachers’	salaries.
	 However,	 if	 the	 federal	 government	 doesn’t	 reauthorize	 the	 Children’s	 Health	
Insurance	Program	for	1.3	million	children,	that	could	add	more	than	$850	million	in	
costs	to	the	state	over	two	years.
	 	 Other	factors	are	straining	the	budget.

California is Sitting On a Surplus
(Continued from page 3)

(Judy Lin covers the economy for Cal Matters  … where this report originated.)
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No Drugs
High Tech!

“State of the art 
technology for treatments!”

By appointment only.

Dr. Lucy M. Cooper, OMD, DAOM, LAc
Diplomate, Antiaging Medicine ACHM

lucycooperlac@hotmail.com

818.390.3951

www.acupunctureherbs.net

Holistic Blood 
Tests to Match

Nutritional Needs

2018-19

Cal State Eyes
Tuition Increase

The	possibility	of	another	tuition	increase	looms	over	the	California	State	University	System.
	 CSU	Chancellor	Timothy	White	said	the	board	``will	have	frank	discussions	about	the	
proposed	level	of	funding	in	the	2018-19	state	budget	and	the	needs	of	the	university.’’

	 ``The	budget	process	 is	 just	getting	under	way,	and	 this	 conversation	will	 engage	many	
constituents	and	partners	over	the	coming	days	and	months,’’	White	said.	``As	such,	the	CSU	
Trustees will not be asked to raise tuition, if it becomes necessary, until at least May. This will allow 
all	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	state’s	financial	outlook,	make	our	case	to	policymakers	
and	recognize	the	efforts	undertaken	to	streamline	operations	across	the	university.’’
	 According	to	a	staff	report	to	the	board,	the	governor	proposed	a	$92.1	million	increase	in	
funding	to	the	CSU	system,	$10	million	less	than	was	anticipated	last	year.	That	leaves	a	$171	
million	gap	between	the	amount	the	CSU	requested	and	what	the	governor	actually	offered.
	 The	report	notes	that	university	officials	will	be	working	with	the	state	to	call	for	additional	
funding,	but	they	will	also	consider	a	possible	tuition	increase	and	reductions	in	programs	and	
services,	although	such	moves	``are	not	desirable	strategies.’’
	 ``However,	it	may	be	necessary	to	make	use	of	these	strategies	to	balance	the	CSU	budget	
plan	and	to	ensure	that	gains	in	student	success	and	student	access,	realized	since	the	end	of	the	
Great	Recession,	do	not	stall	or	diminish,’’	according	to	the	report.
	 The	possible	tuition	increase,	outlined	in	a	proposal	sent	in	November	to	the	California	State	
Student	Association,	would	raise	resident	tuition	by	$228,	taking	it	from	$5742	to	$5970.	Non-
resident tuition would rise by a similar amount. The hikes would generate roughly $69.8 million 
in	2018-19,	according	to	the	CSU	staff	report.
		 When	he	released	his	budget	proposal,	Gov.	Jerry	Brown	said	the	CSU	and	University	of	
California	systems	will	have	to	find	a	way	to	operate	with	the	funding	he	is	offering	and	``live	
within	their	means.’’
	 ``They’re	not	going	to	get	any	more,’’	he	said.	``They’ve	got	to	manage.’’
	 The	UC	Board	of	Regents	last	month	postponed	a	decision	on	a	possible	tuition	hike.
	 Lillian	Taiz,	political	action	and	legislation	chair	for	the	California	Faculty	Association,	said	
CSU	officials	need	to	provide	specifics	on	how	they	will	pressure	state	officials	 for	 increased	
funding instead of quickly falling back on a tuition increase.
	 ``As	we	have	seen	so	many	times	before,	rather	than	push	back,	the	(CSU)	administration	
offers	ways	to	`adjust’	to	the	governor’s	proposal,	which	always	means	that	students	pay	more	
and	get	less	and	thousands	of	others	get	nothing	because	they	are	turned	away,’’	Taiz	said.
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Alemany

Warrior Winter 
Wins

By David Powell for the Valley Voice

The	Alemany	Warriors	 winter	 sports	 teams	 are	 past	 the	
midpoint	of	their	seasons.		The	focus	is	now	on	success	in	
the	Mission	League	and	hoping	to	qualify	for	a	spot	in	the	

CIF-SS	playoffs.
	 The	boys’	basketball	 team	 is	 enjoying	a	 successful	year.		
They	have	 consistently	maintained	a	 spot	 in	 the	Daily	News	
top	 ten.	 	Alemany	 co-hosted	 the	Warrior	Classic	 Basketball	
Tournament	 in	December.	 	The	Warriors	 reached	 the	 finals	
by	defeating	Saugus	(82-42),	Calabasas	(65-57),	and	Hart	(87-
66).	 	 The	 Alemany	 team	 hoisted	 the	 championship	 trophy	
by	defeating	Oaks	Christian	74-59.	 	 In	 the	final	 for	 the	 title,	
senior	DJ	McDonald	led	the	team	in	scoring	with	21	points.		In	
addition,	DJ	was	selected	as	tournament	MVP.		
	 Senior	Fred	Odhaimbo	was	recognized	as	a	member	of	
the	all-tournament	team.		Fred	is	a	seven	foot	tall	senior	center	
and	team	captain	who	grew	up	(way	up)	in	Kenya.		He	moved	
to	 the	U.S.	 for	basketball	and	 initially	played	for	a	school	 in	
Pennsylvania	 as	 a	 freshman	 and	 sophomore.	 	 Odhiambo	
transferred	to	Alemany	in	his	junior	year.		Alemany	coach	Tray	
Meeks	 commented	 on	 Fred’s	 long	 arms	 and	 innate	 athletic	
ability as well as his quickness for someone his size.  After 
graduation	 from	Alemany,	 Fred’s	 goal	 is	 to	 play	 basketball	
in	college.	 	He	has	attracted	attention	 from	a	number	of	D1	
schools.
	 In	an	 interesting	reversal	of	 scores,	 the	Warriors	 lost	 to	
the	Loyola	Lions	70-81.		Two	days	later,	the	team	flipped	the	
score	by	defeating	Chaminade	81-70.		In	two	games	with	Crespi	
(undefeated	in	Mission	League	play)	the	Warriors	lost	74-87	at	
home,	and	in	the	rematch	at	Crespi,	the	Warriors	lost	a	close	
game	85-89	after	leading	at	half	time.		Alemany	boys,	in	the	last	
week	of	January,	have	a	record	of	13-9.
	 The	Alemany	 girls’	 basketball	 team,	 under	 head	 coach	
Johnny	Garcia,	 are	 also	 enjoying	 a	winning	 season.	 	 In	 the	
Burroughs	 HS	 Invitational	 Tournament	 in	 December,	 the	
girls	 returned	home	possessing	 the	 championship	 trophy.	 	A	
dominating	first	round	win	over	LaSalle	(86-38)	was	followed	
by	a	convincing	defeat	of	Eagle	Rock	(68-39).		In	the	next	round,	
the	team	defeated	Valencia	by	a	score	of	61-40	to	advance	to	
the	finals.		In	the	championship	match	up,	the	female	Warriors	
routed	Canyon	HS	71-50.		The	team	outscored	their	opponents	
by	an	average	of	over	29	points	per	game.		Perhaps	they	deserve	
the	MVT	(most	valuable	team)	award.		Approaching	the	end	of	
January,	the	team	has	a	13-6	record.
	 Basketball	 is	played	 in	 the	reasonably	warm	(and	often	
noisy)	confines	of	a	gym.		Water	polo,	as	a	winter	sport,	is	played	
in	the	total	opposite	environment.		On	a	cold	day	in	January	I	
attended	the	girls’	water	polo	match	with	Harvard-Westlake.		
Anyone	who	can	jump	 into	an	unheated	pool	on	a	cold	day	
is	to	be	admired.		The	Alemany	team,	under	first	year	coach	
Greg	Gianolio,	is	doing	well	and	has	a	winning	record	of	10-4	
(2-1	in	Mission	League).		Emily	Hoffman	has	been	effective	in	
defending	the	goal.	 	Sisters	Rachel	(soph)	and	Catherine	(jr)	
Ahumada	have	combined	to	provide	significant	offense.		In	a	
recent	victory	over	Granada	Hills	HS,	the	sisters	scored	seven	
goals	in	an	8-3	win.
	 In	most	 sports,	 success	 in	February	 is	 a	 large	 factor	 in	
determining	which	teams	qualify	for	CIF	playoffs.		Good	luck	
to	Alemany	boys	and	girls	as	the	winter	sports	seasons	approach	
the	playoffs.

Emily Hoffmann (#1) deflects a shot on goal in recent water polo match.
Alemany 7 foot senior (#33) with arms extended has a vertical 

length that makes hima force on both offense and defense.

Photo by David Powell
Photo by David Powell
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What to Do?
When Both Parties
Disappoint Voters

By David Bell

It	should	feel	good	to	be	right	all	the	time,	but	it	doesn’t.	It	feels	terrible.	Arguing	with	people	
on	“the	other	side”	–	whatever	that	is	–	of	virtually	every	issue	of	importance	to	the	survival	
of	our	species	and	the	continuation	of	democracy	can	be	a	tiring	exercise.	Being	right	all	the	

time	doesn’t	make	it	any	less	of	a	slog.	I	have	friends	–	whatever	that	means	–	who	have	deleted	
everyone	from	their	world	who	disagrees	with	them.	They	tell	me	that	feels	good.	But	I	doubt	it.
 No one feels good any more.
	 The	news	is	obsessed	with	who	will	be	blamed	for	the	shutdown.	My	friends	keep	pointing	
out	the	obvious	hypocrisy	of	Christians	supporting	a	guy	who	slept	with	porn	stars	while	his	
wife	was	recuperating	from	childbirth.
	 As	Bernie	would	say:	Who	cares	about	all	that	crap?
	 Yeah,	Republicans	are	evil	hypocrites;	Democrats	are	sell-out	cowards.	The	question	is	
“What	are	we?”	Are	we	really	a	nation	of	distracted	Internet	trolls	waiting	for	the	thrill	of	the	
next	gotcha	moment?	The	old	adage	about	how	no	one	ever	went	broke	underestimating	the	
intelligence	of	the	America	people	may	be	true	–	but	do	we	have	to	work	so	hard	at	maintaining	
the	stereotype?	People	all	over	the	country	are	searching	for	the	key	to	unlocking	the	great	flood	
of	2018.	The	experts	tell	us	we	need	to	stop	all	the	Trump-bashing,	not	veer	too	far	to	the	left,	
and	appeal	to	the	needs	of	those	real	Americans	out	in	the	heartland	if	we	ever	hope	to	take	our	
country	back.	Women	will	save	us!	Black	people!	Millennials!	Just	flip	the	right	meme	at	the	
right	time	and	all	our	troubles	will	be	over.
	 There	 is	only	one	real	question	for	2018:	When,	exactly,	will	Americans	decide	they’re	
no	longer	going	to	be	taken	for	suckers?	You	want	a	better	life?	Take	it.	You	want	a	bigger	
paycheck?	Demand	it.	Scared	of	immigrants?	Get	out	of	your	basement	and	talk	to	one.	You	
don’t	want	politicians	telling	you	what	you	can	do	with	your	own	body?	Get	up	off	the	couch	
and	vote.
	 Liberals	are	flabbergasted	 that	Christians	can	 support	a	guy	 so	clearly	divorced	 from	
Christian	values.	Did	you	ever	hear	of	King	David?	He	slept	with	the	wife	of	one	of	his	soldiers	
and	then	sent	the	guy	to	the	front	to	be	killed.	But	he	was	beloved	of	God.	Trump	is	like	that.	
Get	over	it.	It	doesn’t	matter	what	he	does	to	35%	of	the	population.
	 But	that	leaves	65%	for	our	side.	It	should	not	be	difficult	to	convince	these	people	that	
Wall	Street	doesn’t	care	about	us.	Remember	ten	years	ago,	when	seven	million	regular	people	
lost	their	homes	and	the	Wall	Street	guys	took	our	bailout	money	and	bought	themselves	bigger	
yachts?	Remember	how	you	used	to	be	able	to	drink	the	water	in	Flint	Michigan?	Remember	
how	our	grandfathers	joined	unions	and	turned	crappy	factory	jobs	into	the	American	Dream?	
Remember	how	50,000	Americans	died	over	who	was	going	to	run	the	government	in	Vietnam?
	 When	are	we	going	to	stop	being	played	for	suckers?	You	want	to	eat	out	of	a	garbage	
can	when	you’re	90	years	old?	You	want	your	kids	to	be	stupider	than	all	the	other	kids	in	the	
world?	You	want	black	air,	poison	water,	dead	farmland,	drought,	and	devastation?	You	like	
being	chained	to	your	miserable	job	so	your	kid	can	get	his	asthma	medication?	Then	by	all	
means,	keep	holding	onto	your	dream	that	we’re	on	the	path	toward	making	America	great	
again.	But	if	you’ve	had	enough	of	being	played	for	a	sucker,	then	get	up	off	the	couch	and	vote	
for	someone	–	anyone	–	who’s	willing	to	put	an	end	to	this	crap.		
  (David Bell is a writer, attorney, former president of the East Hollywood Neighborhood 
Council and writes for CityWatch.)  -  CityWatchLA 

CityWatchLA

10 Critical Keys to Unlocking 
a Better And Happier
Los Angeles in 2018

By Kenneth S. Alpern

There	are	many	things	for	Los	Angeles	(and,	of	course,	its	citizens)	to	be	proud	of	
as	we	enter	this	Brave	New	World	of	2018.		But	the	unhappiness	of	those	who	
live	 in	 our	 ever-more-risky,	 ever-more-complicated	 reality	 is	 contrary	 to	 any	

suggestions	that	we	are	doing	just	fine	in	the	City	of	the	Angels.		So	in	no	particular	
order,	here	are	a	few	hopeful	resolutions	to	consider:	
	 1)	 Mayor	 Garcetti	 and	 the	 City	 Council	 SHOULD	 crow	 about	 the	 2028	
Olympics,	but	will	it	be	a	financial	and	political	boon,	or	a	bane,	to	current	and	future	
Angelenos?		We	ARE	one	of	the	few	cities	best-equipped	to	have	an	Olympics,	but	
will	the	preparations	and	operations	leave	us	in	the	financial	dust,	or	more	ready	than	
ever	to	be	a	vibrant	and	ongoing	tourist/business	destination	that	ranks	high	among	
our	national	and	global	peers?	
	 2)	 One	 can	 be	 kind,	 liberal,	 and	 smart	 ...	 and	 tough	 (!)	 in	 addressing	
homelessness!		We	passed	Measure	H,	and	HHH,	to	combat	homelessness,	but	what	
is	our	goal...to	make	it	worse?		To	become	a	homeless	magnet	for	the	nation?		Do	we	
have	the	ability	and	moral	fortitude	to	reach	out	to	those	with	ties	to	our	communities...
while demanding that others not be drawn here for «free stuff»?  What about the 
rights	and	responsibilities	of	ALL	of	us?	
	 3)	Will	we	provide	that	magic	path	to	solving	the	illegal	immigration	problem,	or	just	do	
the	political	and	economic	dance	that	rewards	 lawbreaking	while	 ignoring	the	very	human	
needs	of	those	here	legally	and	illegally?		Shall	we	reward	employers	who	knowingly	break	the	
law?		Can	we	provide	a	tough	list	of	demands	for	those	here	illegally	to	show	they’re	willing	to	
fight	and	earn	their	way	to	true	American	citizenship,	and	unite	us	all?	
	 4)	If	Metro	gives	us	a	slow	ride	to	nowhere,	as	opines	Susan	Shelley	of	the	Daily	News?	
then	it’s	up	to	our	civic	and	elected	leaders	to	show	the	way.		Expedite	the	rail	lines	through	
Downtown	and	to	LAX	so	that	there	is	the	critical	backbone	and	logic	to	our	countywide	mass	
transit system. 
	 5)	When	we	will	grow	up	and	recognize	that	neither	cars	nor	trains	nor	buses	are	“bad”,	and	
that	they	work	best	in	tandem?		All	worldwide	cities	have	and	employ	all	forms	of	transportation	
to	provide	options...so	neither	parking,	bus	stops,	sidewalks,	nor	bicycle	amenities	are	“bad”.		
All	must	be	first-rate,	and	all	must	be	respectful	to	those	who	use	those	forms	of	transportation.	
	 6)	Developers	and	enabling	political	and	bureaucratic	leaders,	when	they	build	without	
necessary	supportive	infrastructure,	aren’t	being	“woke”	or	“progressive”...	they’re	just	being	
irresponsible	and	environmentally-horrible.	

	 7)	“Affordable	housing”	requires	common-sense	and	better	definition	to	the	average	
Angeleno:		there’s	student	affordable	housing,	there’s	senior	affordable	housing,	and	there’s	
workforce	affordable	housing.		Otherwise,	it’s	just	MORE	housing,	and	if	we’re	overbuilding	
near	the	ocean	to	make	more	money,	then	call	it	what	it	is:	gentrification.	
	 8)	We	have	a	City	Attorney	whose	job	it	is	to	represent	the	City	Council	and	the	Mayor	
(and	 their	 staffs),	and	we	have	NO	city	position	 to	allow	ordinary	Angelenos	of	 lower	 to	
middle-class	status	the	financial	means	to	defend	themselves	against	the	City	and	developers	
when	the	latter	breaks	the	law.		We	don’t	need	an	ACLU	...	we	need	an	agency	or	legitimate	
lawyers	and	paralegals	to	represent	the	Citizenry.	
	 9)	We	have	a	pathetic,	underfunded,	and	unempowered	City	entity	called	DONE,	aka	
Empower	LA.		Many	heroes	work	within	that	entity,	but	the	understaffing	and	overreliance	
on	volunteer	efforts	taxes	and	prevents	these	individuals	from	allowing	the	representation	for	
which	this	entity	was	originally	intended.		Shall	we	continue	this	unsustainable	pattern,	or	
truly	empower	our	civic	leaders?	
	 10)	Both	the	private	and	public	sector	need	the	tools,	guidance,	and	opportunities	to	
achieve	and	sustain	middle	class	status	...	including	retirement	benefits	that	should	be	available	
to	ALL	Angelenos.		How	long	can	our	City	leaders	defend	and	sustain	the	public	sector	on	the	
backs	of	the	taxpaying	majority	...	and	will	we	NEVER	see	an	incentivized	system	to	allow	
private-sector	individuals	and	businesses	a	better	system	than,	and	supplemental	to,	Social	
Security,	the	way	we	see	with	our	public	sector	employees?	
	 Here’s	to	a	vibrant	and	innovative,	and	to	a	happy	and	healthy,	2018!!!
 
 (Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D. is a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los Angeles, 
Orange, and Riverside Counties.)
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please	submit	very	brief	local	events,	space	is	

limited,	by	the	20th,	for	the	following	month.	Send	
word	document	to	yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.	

No	faxes,	phone	calls	or	mail.
Rachel	Reiter,	Local Events Coordinator

Business Workshops
	 Los	 Angeles	 County	 will	 begin	 offering	 free	 Saturday	
workshops	for	aspiring	small	business	owners	starting	now.	
Participants	will	learn	how	to	start	a	business,	where	to	
find
financing,	how	to	get	a	business	license,	the	latest	information	
on	business	taxes	and	more,	including	an	introduction	to	the	
county’s	free	business	development	services.	A	full	schedule	
for	the	year	can	be	found	at	www.colapublib.org/smallbiz.

Chatsworth Book Club
	 The	Chatsworth	Library	Book	Club	will	be	discussing	The	
Glass	Castle	by	Jeannette	Walls	at	the	February	7	meeting.		
The	book	club	meets	at	1:00	PM	on	the	first	Wednesday	of	the	
month	in	the	Library	Community	Room,	21052	Devonshire	
Street.		For	more	information	call	(818)	341-4276.

Shades of L. A.
	 Join	LAPL	photo	 collection	 librarian	Christina	Rice	 as	
she	 showcases	 historical	 photos	 of	 the	 African	 American	
community	 in	Los	Angeles	 on	Thursday,	 February	 8th,	 	 4	
PM	at	Granada	Hills	Branch	Library,	10640	Petit	Avenue.		
Refreshments	will	 be	 served.	Call	 (818)	 368-5687	 for	more	
details.

Fundraising Conference
	 The	 Greater	 San	 Fernando	 Valley	 Chapter	 of	 the	
Association	of	Fundraising	Professionals	is	presenting	its	first	
annual educational conference on Friday, February 9th, 8:00 
am	 to	 4:00	 pm	 at	 California	 State	 University,	 Northridge,	
University	Student	Union,	18111	Nordhoff	Street.

Free Movie
	 The	 San	 Fernando	 Valley	 Alumnae	 Chapter	 of	
Delta	Sigma	Theta	Sorority,	 Inc.	 and	 the	Chatsworth	
Branch	Library	will	 be	 presenting	 the	 film	American	
Promise	at	1:00	PM	on	Saturday,	February	10.		The	film	
is	 directed	 by	 Joe	 Brewster	 and	Michele	 Stephenson	
and	 runs	 2	 hour	 15	 minutes.	 	 The	 library	 is	 located	
at	21052	Devonshire	Street	 in	Chatsworth.	 	For	more	
information	call	(818)	341-4276.

African-American Storytime
	 Children	and	families	come	celebrate	African	American	
artists	at	this	storytime	and	craft	hour	featuring	picture	books	
about	artists	such	as	Jean-Michel	Basquiat	and	Ashley	Bryan	
on	Tuesday,	February	13th,	2:30	PM	at	Granada	Hills	Branch	
Library,	10640	Petit	Avenue.	(818)	368-5687.

CSUN ARF
	 California	 State	 University,	 Northridge	 Association	 of	
Retired	Faculty	 (ARF)	holds	 fascinating	community	events	
with	special	guests	sharing	their	experience	participating	in	
service	projects	in	Guatemala,	Nepal,	and	India	on	Wednesday,	
February	14th,	2:00	pm	to	4:00	pm	at	CSUN	Orange	Grove	
Bistro,	18111	Nordhoff	Street.	For	more	information	visit	the	
CSUN	ARF	website.

Seated Exercise Classes
	 The	 Chatsworth	 Library	 holds	 free	 classes	 every	
Wednesday	and	most	Fridays	at	10:30	AM.		The	video	classes	
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library	is	located	at	21052	Devonshire	Street	in	Chatsworth.		
For	more	information	call	(818)	341-4276.

Jazz Concert
	 Granada	 Hills	 Charter	 High	 School	 Jazz	 Band,	 under	
direction	 from	 Cameron	 Guerrero,	 will	 perform	 jazz	
selections	at	Granada	Hills	Library	on	Saturday,	February	
17	at	3	PM.	The	library	is	located	at	10640	Petit	Avenue,	(818)	
368-5687.		Refreshments	will	be	served.

Poetry Slam
 Kids	 and	 Teens	 (ages	 10-18)	 enter	 your	 poem	 for	
Granada	Hills	 Library’s	 poetry	 contest	 by	 Feb.	 9th,	 then	
come	to	our	poetry	slam	on	Feb.	22nd	to	read	your	poem!		
Entries	 should	 celebrate	African	American	 Heritage	 and	
first	prize	is	a	$30	Barnes	and	Noble	Gift	Certificate.		For	
more	info	please	contact	Granada	Hills	Library,	10640	Petit	
Avenue,	(818)	368-5687.

Free Movie Matinee
	 On	Thursday,	February	22,	at	1:30	PM	in	the	Chatsworth	
Library	 Community	 Room	 there	 will	 be	 a	 free	 showing	
of	Beguiled.		The	movie	is	sponsored	by	the	Friends	of	the	
Chatsworth	Library.		Light	refreshments	are	available.		The	
library	is	located	at	21052	Devonshire	Street	in	Chatsworth.		
For	more	information	call	(818)	341-4276.

SAT Practice Session
	 High	 school	 students,	 come	 learn	 test	 taking	 strategies,	
take	 the	SAT	practice	 test	and	attend	an	English	and	
Math	review	session,	Saturday,	February	24,	10	AM	–	
2:30	PM	at	Granada	Hills	Branch	Library,	10640	Petit	
Avenue.	(818)	368-5687.

Job’s Daughters
	 Join	 Job’s	 Daughters	 International,	 Bethel	 No.	
289	 Granada	 Hills,	 on	 February	 25th	 at	 8:45	 am	 at	
the	 Granada	 Hills	 Masonic	 Lodge	 to	 carpool	 to	 the	
Aquarium	of	the	Pacific,	were	we	will	be	having	our	State	
Science	Day	alongside	the	Job’s	Daughters	of	California.	
Youth	aged	3-11	and	girls	aged	10	to	20	will	be	$5	each.	
Other	persons	(adults	and	boys	aged	12+)	will	be	$18.95	
each.	Open	to	all	who	wish	to	have	a	great	time.	We	are	
requesting	a	RSVP	by	February	8th,	as	we	may	not	be	
able	to	get	tickets	after	that	at	the	discounted	price.	For	
more	 information	 and	 to	RSVP,	please	 contact	Cheryl	
Rotundo	at	CherylBgBethel289@gmail.com.	

STEAM Propeller Boat
	 Kids	 and	 teens,	 learn	 how	 boats	 move	 themselves	
through the water, and then see if you can build your own 
self-propelling	boat	on	Tuesday,	February	27th,	3:30	PM	
at	Granada	Hills	Branch	Library,	10640	Petit	Avenue.	All	
materials	provided,	(818)	368-5687.

Alzheimer’s Greater LA
	 Alzheimer’s	 Greater	 Los	 Angeles	 is	 seeking	
volunteers	to	provide	presentations	in	English,	Spanish,	
Chinese,	Japanese,	and	other	languages.	The	Speaker’s	
Bureau	Volunteer	Training	will	be	held	on	Wednesday,	
February	28th,	 10:00	am	 to	3:00	pm	at	San	Fernando	
Valley	Service	Center,	21515	Vanowen	St.,	Suite	120	in	
Canoga	Park.	 	Registration	 is	 required.	Please	contact	
Kimiko	Kelly	at	kkelly@alzgla.org	or	323-930-6257	for	
application	or	for	more	information.

Pictured (L-R) are Sara Tyo, Chris Nguyen, Zayan Shariff and Peter Knauss.  
Photo courtesy of LADWP/Art Mochizuki

Los Angeles – The El Camino Real Charter High School 
Team take a break during the Scrimmage held at LADWP 
headquarters on Jan. 20 in preparation for the Feb. 24 regional 
science bowl competition.  
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Bishop Alemany
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence

Bishop Alemany’s spectacular 55-acre 
campus inspires students to achieve — 
academically, athletically, artistically, 
and spiritually. 

Our superb college preparatory 
curriculum enables teens to lay solid 
ground work for scholastic excellence 
while developing strong core values 
that last a lifetime.

Call today to schedule a tour.  

The ideal setting    
  for success.

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345 • (818) 837-5222 • admissions@alemany.org

Curriculum includes 
4-year Engineering and 
Biomedical Science 
project-based programs 

Our renowned Campus 
Ministry department 
teaches values, faith 
and development of 
the whole student

99% of our students 
continue on to top colleges 
and universities in the U.S. 
and around the world

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONSwww.alemany.org 19950 Rinaldi Street, #100, Northridge, CA  91326

(818) 363-2273  |  www.scoi.com

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
FOR ALL PATIENTS

Beginning January 1, 2018, Porter Ranch Quality Care will no 
longer treat urgent care and primary care patients. Southern 

California Orthopedic Institute will continue to see orthopedic 
patients at Porter Ranch Quality Care and will be offering an 
Orthopedic Urgent Care for musculoskeletal, bone, and joint 

injuries and conditions on a walk-in basis.

Orthopedic Urgent Care Hours:

Monday – Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Learn more at www.scoi.com/porter-ranch

CityWatchLA

Rich Old Homeowners are California’s Future,
So Why Shouldn’t We Take Our Prop 13 to the Grave?

By Joe Mathews

Barring	some	wild	technological	advance,	all	Californians	eventually	will	die.
	 But	why	can’t	our	property	tax	discounts	live	forever?
	 That’s	the	question	raised	by	your	glorious	new	idea:	a	ballot	initiative	to	make	

our	state’s	famously	generous	Proposition	13	property	tax	savings	even	more	generous—
and	portable.
	 Your	“People’s	Initiative	to	Protect	Prop	13	Savings”	is	a	proposal	as	perfectly	Californian	
as	the	Golden	Gate	Bridge.	It	provides	a	concrete	symbol	of	an	undeniable	reality:	Limiting	
property	taxes	is	the	fundamental	organizing	principle	of	postmodern	California.
	 Under	our	Prop	13	regime,	the	taxable	value	of	every	California	home	was	frozen	to	its	
value	as	of	March	1,	1975	(when	Olivia	Newton-John	won	the	Record	of	the	Year	Grammy	
for	“I	Honestly	Love	You”)—or	whatever	 subsequent	date	Californians	first	bought	 their	
houses.	From	that	original	base,	the	assessed	value	of	a	home	cannot	increase	by	more	than	
two	percent	annually—no	matter	how	much	its	actual	value	goes	up.
	 In	this	way,	Prop	13	provided	homeowners	an	ever-escalating	discount	on	property	taxes	
as	the	value	of	their	homes	rose—in	effect,	it	created	a	guaranteed	subsidy	for	homeowners.	
And	groups	like	yours	have	made	this	subsidy	the	most	heavily	protected	part	of	our	state’s	
finances.	Californians	will	cut	public	school	funding,	or	local	government	services,	and	they	
will	raise	the	state	income	tax	or	sales	tax,	but	property	tax	savings	are	untouchable.	Over	
time,	the	imperative	to	protect	those	savings	has	shaped	the	state’s	overall	tax	and	budget	
systems—and	how	Californians	think	about	state	government	itself.
	 But	is	Prop	13	sheltered	enough?	Something	so	fundamental	to	our	state	can	always	use	
more	protection.	So	your	new	initiative	shores	up	a	fundamental	weakness	in	the	current	
regime:	Homeowners	don’t	get	to	keep	their	low	property	taxes	forever.	Tragically,	they	lose	
the	human	right	to	that	discounted	tax	assessment	once	they	sell	their	property	and	move	on	
to a new home.
	 What	 an	 outrage!	 If	 Californians	 want	 to	 move	 to	 a	 more	 expensive	 home	 (the	
American	Dream!),	or	relocate	 for	a	 job,	or	 switch	 to	a	condo	 that	allows	 for	assisted	
living,	they	have	to	give	up	the	tax	savings	they	accumulated	over	many	years	and	pay	
property	taxes	at—gasp—the	market	rate.
	 Fortunately,	this	is	an	outrage	your	initiative	would	end.
	 Your	proposal	would	allow	anyone	over	55	to	sell	their	California	house	and	carry	
those	same	low	property	taxes	to	their	next	home,	no	matter	the	new	home’s	market	value,	
or	its	location	in	the	state,	or	the	number	of	moves	they	make.	Your	tax	savings	follow	you,	
and	not	just	your	house,	as	long	as	you	live	in	California.
	 This	historic	change	would	represent,	to	borrow	a	line	from	the	Great	Emancipator,	
President	Lincoln,	a	new	birth	of	freedom.	Prop	13	offered	limited	liberty;	it	only	protected	
older	homeowners	from	being	forced	out	of	their	homes	by	rising	property	taxes.	Your	Son-
of-Prop-13	also	defends	the	very	opposite	freedom;	it	mercifully	frees	older	homeowners	
who	might	feel	trapped	in	their	homes	by	their	unwillingness	to	surrender	those	property	
tax	savings.
	 If	your	initiative	passes,	longtime	homeowners	will	finally	be	free—to	sell	their	homes	
at	the	huge	profit	they’ve	run	up	over	the	years,	without	losing	their	property	tax	discount	
in	the	process.
	 Your	own	reasons	 for	 this	policy	are	beyond	noble.	By	allowing	people	 to	keep	 their	
property	tax	savings,	you’d	enable	more	elderly	people	to	sell	their	homes	at	a	steep	profit	and	

bring	those	few	young	people	who	can	afford	to	buy	into	the	market.	Yes,	this	would	also	create	
more	sales	and	commissions	for	realtors,	but	I’m	sure	that’s	just	a	coincidence.
	 No	Californian,	 in	 touch	with	 the	established	values	of	our	state,	could	oppose	such	a	
proposal.	But—forgive	me—I	must	admit	to	one	concern:	Your	plan	doesn’t	go	far	enough.
	 So	here	I	propose—very	modestly—an	amendment:	Please	don’t	limit	these	property	tax	
protections	just	to	those	who	are	old	and	alive.	To	express	the	central	importance	of	property	
tax	discounts	in	our	state,	every	California	homeowner	must	receive	a	property	tax	savings	that	
is immortal.
	 I	propose	that	every	California	homeowner	be	entitled	to	property	tax	savings	until	the	
apocalypse.	It	would	be	up	to	you—and	your	estate—how	to	exercise	it.	You	could	transfer	the	
property	tax	savings—as	a	whole,	or	divided	up	into	pieces—to	whomever	you	want,	for	as	
long as you want.
	 This	 historic	 change	would	 represent,	 to	 borrow	 a	 line	 from	 the	Great	Emancipator,	
President	Lincoln,	a	new	birth	of	freedom.
	 I,	for	one,	think	of	the	children—especially	children	of	longtime	homeowners	burdened	
with	all	that	housing	equity.	My	proposal	aligns	with	the	new	federal	tax	bill,	which	limits	the	
estate	tax,	thus	boosting	the	real	lifeblood	of	this	country—inherited	wealth.
	 Now,	I	recognize	that	not	everyone	in	California	will	see	the	genius	of	my	plan,	or	yours.	
For	one	 thing,	your	proposal	would	cost	 the	schools	$1	billion,	and	mine	would	starve	 the	
educational	beats	of	billions	more.	For	another,	critics	have	argued	that	Prop	13	is	generational	
theft.	That,	in	providing	tax	rebates	to	older,	wealthier	homeowners,	it	shifting	more	of	the	
costs	 of	 government	 onto	 younger	 taxpayers.	 That	 Prop	 13’s	 property	 tax	 limits	 are	 one	
reason	why	the	state’s	taxes	on	income	and	sales	are	so	punishing.	That	Prop	13	does	little	to	
encourage	the	building	of	new	housing	the	state	needs.	That	it	effectively	reserves	for	older	
homeowners	moneys	that	would	be	better	spent	on	improving	education	and	building	housing	
and	infrastructure	so	that	California—with	some	of	the	nation’s	highest	rates	of	poverty	and	
inequality—could create a better future.
	 And	since	your	plan	and	mine	would	expand	Prop	13’s	tax	protections,	the	critics	say,	you	
and	I	would	just	be	making	all	the	above	problems	worse.
	 Of	course,	such	critics	mean	well,	but	they	don’t	recognize	what	our	state	has	become.	
Don’t	they	know	that	old	Californians	are	the	future?	The	old	represent	the	fastest	growing	
demographic	 in	 our	 state	 (the	 proportion	 of	 Californians	 65	 and	 older	 should	 double	 by	
2030)—while	the	population	of	children	is	declining.	Why	prioritize	the	education	of	the	next	
generation,	when	so	few	of	them	will	ever	be	able	to	afford	to	buy	a	home	here?
	 Now,	no	plan	rolls	out	perfectly,	and	mine	might	need	a	few	brakes.	For	example,	if	new	
technologies	 allow	Californians	 to	 live	much	 longer,	 people	 could	 start	 hanging	 onto	 their	
subsidies	past	age	100,	instead	of	dying	and	passing	them	on.	But	we	could	speed	that	transfer	
of	property	tax	savings	by	amending	the	state’s	aid-in-dying	law	to	allow	not	only	a	doctor	
but	 a	 licensed	 realtor	 to	 oversee	 an	 assisted	 suicide.	This	would	not	 damage	 the	deceased	
homeowners,	at	least	tax-wise,	since	under	my	plan	their	discounts	would	be	immortal.
	 Sure,	some	people	would	call	this	extreme.	Some	people	might	even	suggest	that	my	whole	
plan	prioritizes	property	tax	savings	over	all	other	concerns,	including	life	itself.
Which	is	to	say:	Some	people	just	don’t	understand	what	California	is	all	about.
 (Joe Mathews writes the Connecting California column for Zócalo Public Square … where 
this piece was first posted.)
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NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfiels, CA 93312
661-588-7953

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980     

MONTCLAIR          
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988        

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284 

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, 
#1 IN AMERICA, 
49 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE 
YOU!

Hurry In! 

Sale Ends M
onday, 

February 19th 

at 9pm
!

65 3 2 1
YEARS
SPECIAL

FINANCING§

ON OUR
EVERYDAY

LOW PRICES

YEARS
SPECIAL

FINANCING§

PLUS!

15%
OFF‡‡

YEARS
SPECIAL

FINANCING§

PLUS!

20%
OFF‡‡

YEARS
SPECIAL

FINANCING§

PLUS!

25%
OFF‡‡

YEAR
SPECIAL

FINANCING§

PLUS!

30%
OFF‡‡

5 Piece Living Room
Includes sofa, loveseat, 
coffee table and 2 end tables.

$348499

Brace Sofa

$97749
or $17 or $59PER MONTH FOR 

60 MONTHS.‡ 
PER MONTH FOR 
60 MONTHS.‡ 

Reg. Price $1149.99

INCLUDES 
15% OFF. ‡ ‡ INCLUDES 

15% OFF. ‡ ‡

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, 
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. 
Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in 
price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. 
†DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather 
Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2018 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: January 30, 2018. Expires: February 19, 2018.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged 
on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be 
higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see 
their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by 
the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the 
promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged 
on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 or 12 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum 
monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing 
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.

5 
YEARS     
plus 15%  off‡‡

no interest* 
no down payment 
no minimum 
 purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ 
credit card from 1/30/2018 to 2/19/2018. 
Equal monthly payments required for 
60 months. Ashley Furniture does not 
require a down payment, however, sales 
tax and delivery charges are due at time of 
purchase. *See below for details.

2 
YEARS     
plus 25%  off‡‡

or

no interest if paid in 
 full in 24 months†† 
no down payment 
no minimum purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ 
credit card made 1/30/2018 to 2/19/2018. 
Interest will be charged to your account 
from the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 24 
months. Minimum monthly payments 
required. ††See below for details.

1 
YEAR     

plus 30%  off‡‡

or

no interest if paid in 
 full in 12 months†† 
no down payment
no minimum purchase

On purchases with your Ashley 
Advantage™ credit card made 1/30/2018 
to 2/19/2018. Interest will be charged to 
your account from the purchase date if 
the promotional purchase is not paid in 
full within 12 months. Minimum monthly 
payments required. ††See below for details.

3 
YEARS     
plus 20%  off‡‡

or

no interest* 
no down payment 
no minimum 
 purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ 
credit card from 1/30/2018 to 2/19/2018. 
Equal monthly payments required for 
36 months. Ashley Furniture does not 
require a down payment, however, sales 
tax and delivery charges are due at time of 
purchase. *See below for details.


