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Howard Schultz is
Calling Democrats
Out For How
Radical Their
Party Has Become
By Marc A. Thiessen

D

emocrats are furious at former Starbucks chief executive
Howard Schultz for announcing that he may launch an
independent campaign for president. They fear he will split
the anti-Trump opposition and help reelect the president. But
what angers them even more is that Schultz is calling Democrats
out for how radical their party has become.
When Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., recently floated
her new wealth tax, Schultz called it “ridiculous.” When Sen.
Kamala Harris, D-Calif., said we should “eliminate” private
health insurance, Schultz said, “That’s not American.” When

Instead of debating Republicans, they
may spend the next two years fighting
a liberal independent who is slamming
their far-left policies.
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., proposed a 70 percent
marginal tax rate, Schultz dismissed it, saying “I don’t think we
want a 70 percent income tax in America.” Indeed, Schultz has
ripped the entire Democratic socialist agenda, declaring “Free
Medicare-for-all, government-paid free college for all -- first of
all, there’s no free. I mean nothing is free.”
No wonder Democrats are fuming. Instead of debating
Republicans, they may spend the next two years fighting a liberal
independent who is slamming their far-left policies.
Indeed, the neosocialist turn national Democrats have
taken is precisely why Schultz decided to run as an independent.

He calculated that he could not win the Democratic
nomination running as a conventional, centrist
Democrat. “I no longer feel affiliated [with the
Democrats] because I don’t know their views represent
the majority of Americans,” he says.
Schultz is right. In fact, a recent Pew Research
poll found that 53 percent of Democrats want the party
to move in a more moderate direction, not embrace
the radical policies of Ocasio-Cortez. That is precisely
what the party needs to do if it wants to beat President
Trump. Democrats should be trying to win back the
millions of once-reliable Democratic voters who twice
cast their ballots for Barack Obama but switched to
Trump in 2016.
But instead of tacking to the center to win back
voters, Democrats are embracing leftist policies such
as government-run health care, government-funded
college for all, a government-funded job guarantee and
a “Green New Deal.” Together, these programs would
cost $42.5 trillion -- about twice the national debt. And
they are claiming they can pay for it all by taxing the

very rich. That’s impossible, and Americans know it.
But it is what the most rabid elements of their party
are demanding.
Is he right? Probably not. There is a reason no
independent has ever won the presidency.
We will soon find out. Until then, he is doing
the Democrats a favor by calling them back from
the brink of fiscal and political insanity. After
Schultz slammed Harris’s call to eliminate private
insurance, Harris’s campaign backtracked, saying
she has also supported more moderate options.
Ocasio-Cortez and the neosocialists are pulling the
Democratic Party to the left. Perhaps by threatening
their prospects in 2020, Schultz can pull them back
in the other direction. For that reason alone, he
would do the American people a great service by
running.
(Every weekday JewishWorldReview.com
publishes what many in the media and Washington
consider “must-reading”. )
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What Will Heaven
Be Like?
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

H

eaven is not a figment of someone’s imagination or a mystical fairy tale. It is as real as the
world you and I live in right now. When you try to imagine this glorious city, what do you
think of? Fluffy clouds? Angels strumming harps? Philadelphia Cream Cheese? No, no,
no. Forget about what you’ve seen in commercials, movies, and television. Let’s look to God’s
Word, the Bible, for the truth about Heaven. Here are three important things we learn:
No Expense Spared
In Revelation 21:18–21, John described the most precious elements known to
man as comprising the very foundations of this majestic metropolis:
“The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as
glass. The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind
of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire,
the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise,
the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were
twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the
city was of pure gold, as pure as transparent glass.”

Here on earth, we would never dream of walking on gold—gold so pure that it’s like
transparent glass, no less! But the God of the universe reserved the choicest materials to
build a heavenly city for those who love Him. Even the material under our feet will be made
from the same stuff that we today scrimp and save for just to buy a small ring or a delicate
necklace. This tells me that nothing this world has to offer—not even the very best things
here on earth—can ever come close to what God intended for us at creation, which will one
day be fully restored in Heaven.
He is Preparing a Place for You
Just before Jesus was betrayed, He comforted His disciples with these words: “Do
not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to
prepare a place for you?” (John 14:1–2)
What a mind-blowing promise for everyone who believes in Jesus Christ! This very
moment Jesus is in the heavenly realm laying foundations, framing walls, tiling floors,
hanging pictures, building cabinets, and planting gardens . . . just for us. Here’s the thing
I can’t comprehend: Jesus loves us so much that He humbled Himself as a man and died
for our sins more than 2,000 years ago. The work He did on the cross was more than
enough. And yet—He continues to love, give, and provide for us. He continues to work on
our behalf by preparing our heavenly home. How astounding is the love of Christ!
No More Tears
Heaven is our home. This earth, with all its troubles and tragedies, is not our permanent
dwelling. Revelation 21:3 tells us that in Heaven, God will be with us. He will make His

dwelling among us, just as He walked in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve (Genesis
3:8–9). Verses four and five of Revelation 21 go on to reveal: “He will wipe every tear from
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
These are words we can trust in: that in Heaven there will be no more
sorrow, disease, pain, crime, or death because Almighty God will make all
things new. Oh, I can’t wait for that day! How about you?
Tell the World!
Heaven is that place we long for. It is where our friends and family who
believed in the Lord and have died are right now. It is the blessed hope that
drives us to share the Gospel. After all, what is the best way to invest in Heaven?
Isn’t our best investment the people with whom we’ve shared the Good News?
I don’t know about you, but when I get there, I want it to be filled with people.
I want to get there and see billions of people there, from every tribe and from
every nation, all together worshiping the Lord in our heavenly home. The only way that
will happen is if you and I are compelled to tell the present world about our wonderful
Savior and the truth of His Gospel. To learn more, please visit www.liftupjesus.com/
compelled
Excerpt from the book, “Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your Faith” by
Pastor Dudley Rutherford, available at Amazon and wherever books are sold. Dudley is the
senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has four campuses
in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com
and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Looking for Great Advertising Results?
Your only Local Independent Monthly Newspaper

310.429.0484

www.evalleyvoice.com
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

FIRST STORE OPENING MARCH 7

y

y

THE VINEYARDS AT PORTER RANCH
For leasing inquiries please contact Bryan Norcott at (213) 298-3595 or bryan.norcott@ngkf.com
February, 2019

For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com

Page 2

LAUSD: A
Busted Brand
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Actually, 2018 Was a Pretty Good Year
By Victor Davis Hanson

T

he year 2018 will be deplored by pundits as a bad year of more unpredictable Donald Trump, headlined by wild stock
market gyrations, the melodramas of the Robert Mueller investigation and the musical-chair tenures of officials in the
Trump administration.
Talk of impeachment by the newly Democrat-controlled House of Representatives is in the air. Seemingly every day
there are sensational breakthroughs, scandals and bombshells that race through social media and the Internet -- only to be
forgotten by the next day.
In truth, aside from the Washington hysterias, 2018 was a most successful year for Americans.
In December, the United States reached a staggering level of oil production, pumping some 11.6 million barrels per day.
For the first time since 1973, America is now the world’s largest oil producer
Since Trump took office, the U.S. has increased its oil production by nearly 3 million barrels per day, largely as the
result of fewer regulations, more federal leasing, and the continuing brilliance of American frackers and horizontal drillers.
It appears that there is still far more oil beneath U.S. soil than has ever been taken out. American production could even
soar higher in the months ahead.
In addition, the United States remains the largest producer of natural gas and the second-greatest producer of coal. The
scary old energy-related phraseology of the last half-century -- “energy crisis,” “peak oil,” “oil embargo” -- no longer exists.
Near-total energy self-sufficiency means the U.S. is no longer strategically leveraged by the Middle East, forced to pay
exorbitant political prices to guarantee access to imported oil, or threatened by gasoline prices of $4 to $5 a gallon.
The American economy grew by 4.2 percent in the second quarter of 2018, and by 3.4 percent in the third quarter.
American GDP is nearly $1.7 trillion larger than in January 2017, and nearly $8 trillion larger than the GDP of China. For
all the talk of the Chinese juggernaut, three Chinese workers produce about 60 percent of the goods and services produced
by one American worker.
In 2018, unemployment fell to a near-record peacetime low of 3.7 percent. That’s the lowest U.S. unemployment rate
since 1969. Black unemployment hit an all-time low in 2018. For the first time in memory, employers are seeking out entrylevel workers rather than vice versa.
The poverty rate is also near a historic low, and household income increased. There are about 8 million fewer Americans
living below the poverty line than there were eight years ago. Since January 2017, more than 3 million Americans have gone
off so-called food stamps.
Abroad, lots of bad things that were supposed to happen simply did not.
After withdrawing from the Paris climate accord, the U.S. exceeded the annual percentage of carbon reductions of most
countries that are part of the agreement.
North Korea and the U.S. did not go to war. Instead, North Korea has stopped its provocative nuclear testing and its
launching of ballistic missiles over the territory of its neighbors.
Despite all the Trump bluster, NATO and NAFTA did not quite implode. Rather, allies and partners agreed to renegotiate
past commitments and agreements on terms more favorable to the U.S.
The United States -- and increasingly most of the world -- is at last addressing the systematic commercial
cheating, technological appropriation, overt espionage, intellectual-property theft, cyber intrusions and
mercantilism of the Chinese government.		
- Jewish World Review
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By Jack Humphreville

ore money will not solve the problems of the
Los Angeles Unified School District because
Angelenos do not trust the system to properly
educate their children.
Over the last decade, people have voted with their
feet.  The number of LAUSD students has dropped by
a third, from 750,000 to under 500,000. About half
of these 250,000 “lost” students now attend publicly
financed, better performing charter schools while
others are enrolled in religious or private schools or
have moved to other school districts.
Of the remaining 485,000 LAUSD students,
about 80,000 attend the popular magnet schools.
Overall, about one third of the District’s 600,000
students attend charter or magnet schools. This does
not include the many students on the waiting list for
these two desirable alternatives to the traditional
underperforming public schools.    
Families and students have bailed for many
reasons. They want their children to have an education
that prepares them for the future. They do not want
their children to be part of a social experiment. They
want their children to be in safe environment, free
from disruptive in-class trouble makers and gang
influences.  And families and the public do not trust
the District’s poor results and misleading disclosures,
especially when it comes to grade level performance
and graduation rates.  
On Tuesday, January 22, LAUSD and United
Teachers Los Angeles announced an agreement to
end the six-day strike. But there were no new details
about how to finance this deal that was essentially the
same as the final LAUSD offer prior to the strike. Nor
is there a plan for the long-term success of the District
and its students.
[Note: The strike cost LAUSD $150 million in lost
attendance-based revenue from the State. Teachers
also lost $100 million in wages.]  
This implies that the County Office of Education
and the Office of the State Superintendent of
Education will review and analyze the District’s
financials to determine whether there are adequate
reserves. But this presents a problem because prior to
the settlement, LAUSD anticipated that it would be in
violation of County and State regulations based on its
final offer, especially since the District has a prestrike
operating deficit of $500 million a year.  
This is “leap of faith” budgeting, a risky
financial strategy that is being promoted by Mayor
Eric Garcetti.  
		
*		 *		 *
Another possible stumbling block is whether the
School Board will pass an UTLA sponsored resolution
requesting the State to conduct “comprehensive study
to inform future policy considerations for charter
authorization reform” and urging the State Legislative
“to impose a cap on new charter schools approved in
our school district.” At this time, the Board is split
3-3 between pro and anti-charter members.
On March 5, voters go to the polls to elect a
replacement for Ref Rodriquez who resigned because
of campaign financing violations.  UTLA is supporting
the fiscally irresponsible Jackie Goldberg, a veteran
politician. If she is elected, LAUSD will return to the
old way of running the schools, limiting charter and
(Continued on page 11)
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The American
Dream, Brought
Down By the
Open Borders
Nightmare
By Michelle Malkin

I

n the still of the last night of 2018, the silence of California
Dems chilled the air and airwaves.
Border wall opponent Sen. Kamala Harris tweeted three
times between Christmas and New Year’s Eve bemoaning
the plight of illegal immigrants and their children.
But not a peep was heard from Harris about the brutal
shooting death of Newman, California, Police Department
Cpl. Ronil Singh at the hands of a Mexican gang member
illegally in the country and protected by the very sanctuary
policies Harris champions.
Border wall opponent Rep. Nancy Pelosi decried the
deaths of two illegal immigrant children on the same day
Singh was murdered, bashed the government shutdown
and, on New Year’s Eve, promoted her upcoming MSNBC
special.
But not a peep was heard from Pelosi about Singh, the
suspected illegal immigrant murderer, or the arrests of a total
of seven alleged accomplices — all reported to be illegally in
this country as well.
Border wall opponent Sen. Dianne Feinstein
released a public letter to the Customs and Border Patrol
agency on the day of Singh’s murder to voice her “strong
concern about the recent deaths and illnesses of children
detained in Border Patrol custody, and to request a
full accounting and a revised protocol to prevent such
tragedies from occurring in the future.”
But not a peep was heard from Feinstein about Singh,
no call for investigation of how the suspected murderer and
his alleged accomplices arrived in the U.S., were able to
evade arrest and detection, and who employed them, and
aided, abetted, and sheltered them.
Neighbors, friends and co-workers turned out in full
force for a candlelight vigil memorializing the dedicated,
patriotic, compassionate, hard-working husband and father
of a 5-month-old baby. But rabble-rousing liberal politicians,
so quick to rush down to the border to exploit the migrant
caravan crisis and sabotage President Donald Trump’s
efforts to keep America safe, were nowhere to be found.
How could any decent citizen not be moved by
Reggie Singh, who broke down in tears while expressing
thanks to local, state and federal officers upon the arrest
of his hero brother’s suspected murderer after an intense
multiagency manhunt?
How could any public servant not be outraged by the
revelations of Stanislaus County Sheriff Adam Christianson,
who reported that Ronil Singh’s suspected murderer from
Mexico had worked illegally as a laborer, had known gang
affiliations, and had two prior drunk driving arrests before
the fatal traffic stop and attempted escape back to Mexico.
		

*		

*		

*

California’s sanctuary laws, supported by every
California Democrat and signed into law by then Gov. Jerry
Brown, barred local authorities from reporting the alleged
cop-killer for his prior criminal arrests to ICE.
The priorities couldn’t be starker: Open borders
Democratic hearts bleed for those bent on undermining our
sovereignty, while they turn blind eyes to legal immigrants
like Indo-American Singh, originally from Fiji, who honored
our institutions and enforced our laws.
Newman Police Chief Randy Richardson paid tribute
to his friend and employee: “This is a man that loved his
country. This is a man that worked hard for what he believed
in. He believed in this community.”
Singh was the true story of the American dream,
brought down by the ongoing open borders nightmare. He
cherished his family roots and heritage, but embraced the
privileges and responsibilities of legally obtained citizenship
as a fully assimilated American. And this is precisely why
California Democrats won’t say his name, acknowledge his
sacrifice or investigate the policy failures that led to his death.
The silent Dems have spent 30 years obliterating the
difference between legal and illegal immigration.
They’ve spent every waking moment since President
Trump took office denying the chaotic consequences of
sanctuary policies.
They’ve spent the past year demonizing law
enforcement officers at both borders and across the interior,
stoking fear and hatred of those who put their lives on the
line 24/7/365.
To speak Cpl. Ronil Singh’s name is to admit the blood
on their own hands.
© 2019 Creators Syndicate
February, 2019

The Ironies
of Illegal
Immigration
By Victor Davis Hanson

E

stimates suggest that there are 11 million to 13
million Mexican citizens currently living in the
United States illegally. Millions more emigrated
previously and are now U.S. citizens.
A recent poll revealed that one-third of Mexicans
(34 percent) would like to emigrate to the United States.
With Mexico having a population of about 130 million,
that amounts to some 44 million would-be immigrants.
Such massive potential emigration into the United
States makes no sense.
First, Mexico is a naturally rich country. It ranks
19th in the world in proven oil reserves and is currently
the 12th-largest oil producer. Mexico certainly has
significantly more natural advantages than do far
wealthier per capita Singapore, Taiwan or Chile.
Mexico also is one of the world’s most popular
tourist destinations and earns billions in foreign
exchange from visitors. It enjoys a temperate climate,
is rich in minerals, and has millions of acres of fertile
farmland and a long coastline.
		

*		

*		

*

In addition to being strategically located as a bridge
between North America and South America, Mexico has
ports on both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
It is not an overcrowded country: Mexico ranks in
the lower half of the world in population density. Too
many people and too little land are certainly not the
reasons why millions of Mexicans either emigrate or
wish to emigrate to the United States.
Second, popular progressive narratives in
both Mexico and the United States cite America for
all sorts of pathologies, past and present. The United
States is often damned for prior colonialism and
imperialism, as well as current racism and xenophobia.
Why, then, would millions of people south of the
border leave their own homeland and potentially risk
their lives to encounter a strange culture and language,
to live in such a purportedly inhospitable place, and to
adopt to an antithetical system based on supposedly
toxic European and Protestant traditions?
The answers to these two paradoxes are as obvious
as they are politically incorrect and therefore seldom
voiced. Life in Mexico is relatively poor, dangerous
and often unfree. In contrast, the United States is rich,
generous and secure.
Mexico -- unlike, say, Japan or Switzerland, which
are far less naturally endowed and yet far wealthier
-- has never fully adopted Western paradigms of freemarket economics, constitutionally protected free
speech, due process, gender equity, private property
rights, an autonomous press, government transparency,
an independent judiciary, and religious diversity and
tolerance.

I Want a Wall Just
Like Israel’s
By Wayne Allyn Root

I

have a simple message to get this wall built. I hope
President Donald Trump starts using it, day and night.
It’s easy to remember and easy to understand: The
American people deserve the same wall as Israel.
Israel has a wall separating it from enemies,
terrorists and potential illegal aliens. And it works. It
works so well that Israel is busy building a massive sea
wall to protect its ports, too.
If it’s good enough for Israel, it should be good
enough for America.
Israel can’t afford to mess around. It is a tiny country the
size of New Jersey surrounded by 300 million enemies who
vow to drive Israelis into the sea.
Facts prove the Israeli wall works. The number of terror
attacks has been reduced by 99 percent.
Israeli officials quoted in the newspaper Maariv have
said that in the areas where the barrier was completed, hostile
infiltrations have decreased to almost zero. Since the completion
of the fence in the area of Tulkarm and Qalqilyah in June 2003,
there have been no successful attacks from those areas.
As a bonus, Israel says illegal immigration has been
completely halted. According to The Jerusalem Post, illegal
immigration dropped from 9,500 in the six months before the
wall was completed to 36 — and eventually to zero. And drug
smuggling has been dramatically reduced, too.
When liberal Democrats claim that “walls don’t work” or
“this is a complete waste of money,” they are clearly mistaken.
Trump needs to point to Israel’s wall 24/7/365. He needs
to point to the remarkable results of Israel’s wall. But most of
all, Trump needs to ask Democrats several key questions:
— Why does Israel value the lives of its citizens more than
Democrats value the lives of American citizens?
— Do Democrats think an Israeli life is worth more than
an American life?
— What exactly is an American life worth? Can we
put a value on it?
Americans sometimes die at the hands of illegal aliens. If
those illegal aliens were not in this country, those Americans
would still be alive. What is that worth to Democrats?
Are my children and your children’s lives worth $25
billion? How about Americans killed by illegals? Are all of
them together worth $25 billion? I think they are.
How about Kate Steinle? She was killed by an illegal alien
deported five times. What is her life worth?
How about Mollie Tibbetts, the jogger in Iowa also
apparently killed by an illegal alien? What is her life worth?
How about 21-year-old Sarah Root (no relation)? She
was killed in Nebraska by an illegal alien driving while drunk.
What is Sarah Root’s life worth?
How about police officer Ronil Singh, a legal immigrant
turned hero, killed by an illegal alien in California? What’s
his life worth? What do you think his 5-month-old baby boy
would pay to bring back his father?
I want a wall just like they have in Israel.
And after we’re done, I think we should start on an
undersea barrier, too. Because there is no price too high to
keep American citizens and our children safe.
(Wayne Allyn Root is a CEO, entrepreneur, best-selling
author, nationally syndicated talk show host on USA Radio
Network and the host of “The Wayne Allyn Root Show” on
Newsmax TV.)		
- Creators Syndicate
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Women’s March
Losing
Support Amid
Anti-Semitism
Concerns,
Ties to
Farrakhan
I

By Jonathan Tobin

t ought to be possible to dislike and even fervently oppose
U.S. President Donald Trump without having to associate
with supporters of hatemongers like the Nation of Islam’s
Louis Farrakhan. Nor should it be necessary for his critics to
embrace those who champion hatred for Israel and a BDS
movement that is saturated with anti-Semitism.
Yet that is the choice being presented to those who are
appalled by the Trump’s statements about women or even
those who just dislike the conservative policies he embraced
once he started running for president. The Women’s March
was the group that organized the initial massive protest against
Trump the weekend of his inauguration and subsequently
became the primary focus of “resistance” activism. It led
another march last month, but those who joined it cannot
pretend that doing so was merely a gesture of support for
women’s rights or even of opposition to the president. Led by
people like Tamika Mallory, an open supporter of Farrakhan,
and Linda Sarsour, a leading backer of the BDS movement
who has attacked pro-Israel women, the group cannot pretend
that its activities are merely an affirmation of the rights of
women or a gesture of protest against Trump.
That’s been a difficult pill to swallow for many in the
Jewish world who were happy to embrace the multicultural
leadership of the march as a necessary corrective to a political
environment and a president that seemed to have little
respect for women’s rights. You didn’t have to identify as a
“progressive” to be offended by some of what Trump had said
about women. And as the #MeToo movement took off in 2017,
speaking up against both sexism and sexual violence became
a national priority.
It’s not surprising that there are still a significant number
of Jews who are joining the Women’s March demonstrations,
despite ample evidence of its leadership’s attitude towards
Jews and Israel. Tamika Mallory, president of the March,
has been an outspoken supporter of Farrakhan, showing up
at his events to cheer him on. Though in the days before the
next round of events she said she opposed anti-Semitism, she
refused to condemn Farrakhan when given the chance to do
so on ABC television’s “The View.”
Linda Sarsour, another leader of the Women’s March,
has also been attempting to position herself and her group
as opposed to Jew-hatred. But expecting us to believe in her
sincerity when she’s an ardent supporter of BDS who believes
that the one Jewish state on the planet should be eliminated is a
bit of a stretch. She’s also the person who asserted that Zionist
women had no place in their marches or even in any forum
dedicated to women’s rights.
All of this has put progressive Jewish women in a bind.
The question they must answer is not just whether they think
Trump is terrible, but whether the debate about his fitness
for the presidency is of such a crucial nature that it must
cause them to ignore the rising tide of anti-Semitism that
has swept across the globe in the last decade.
Thankfully, many, if not most, liberals have shown
the ability to think clearly about this question. That’s
why a growing number of Jewish groups, synagogues
and individuals have disavowed the group led by Mallory
and Sarsour. The same is true of secular groups, like
the Democratic National Committee and the Southern
Poverty Law Center. Whether they have done so out
of expediency or principle is irrelevant. By stating that
they cannot make common cause with individuals who
embrace hate, those who have distanced themselves from
the Women’s March have made it clear that disliking
Trump doesn’t give anyone a pass for anti-Semitism.
But we shouldn’t be entirely surprised that many
Jews on the left have nonetheless concluded that their
place is alongside Mallory and Sarsour. Some have done
so because they consider disqualifying the group because
of anti-Semitism to be an act of “white privilege.”
If Mallory and Sarsour remain important figures
on the left, rather than dismissed as outliers with as
little influence as Farrakhan, the threat of leftist antiSemitism in America will continue to grow.
(Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of Jewish News
Service and a Jewish World Review contributor.)
- Jewish World Review
February, 2019

Kamala Harris, Medicare
For All, Debt-Free College
By L. Brent Bozell III

I

n a widely praised National Review article excoriating the media, Charles C. W. Cooke writes, “Sometimes
consciously, but most often unwittingly, journalists treat Democrats as normal and Republicans as abnormal and
proceed accordingly in their coverage.” To put that another way, the “news” routinely suggests the Republicans
are wildly ideological and out of the mainstream, and that the Democrats are exceedingly reasonable and in sync
with public opinion.
Take The New York Times. On Jan. 26, it warned that President Trump met with “a delegation of hardright activists led by Ginni Thomas,” the wife of Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas. This was painted as
controversial because Mrs. Thomas is, well, extreme. And she’s married to You Know Who. “A vocal conservative,
Ms. Thomas has long been close to what had been the Republican Party’s fringes,” The Times wrote.
Her agenda is on the left-wing fringes, as the Democratic base insists:
—”Medicare-for-all”: liberal speak for Canadian-style single-payer health care, where private insurance is
effectively banished. The single payer is the government. That’s a radical step, and tremendously costly.
—Universal preschool and debt-free college: Education is a “right,” just as health care is a “right,” so the
government should pay for all of it. So if a college education now costs $200,000, the government should pay the
entire bill. You can see how this motivates the millennial voters.
Isn’t it painfully obvious that “a massive program” of government “investments” is being pushed here? Socialism,
to be blunt? The Times called the Harris agenda a “broader populist vision” and added, “She stressed unity and fighting
for people, and her support
for policies that are currently
popular among Democrats,
like ‘Medicare for all’ and
combating climate change.”
These proposals aren’t
even “liberal,” let alone
radical. They’re just “currently
popular among Democrats.”
The same lack of labeling
unfurled on CNN, where
reporter Kyung Lah was posted
in Oakland to cover a Harris
speech like a Democratic
publicist. “So what will she talk
about in her campaign? It is
going to be populist in nature,
and it will be unapologetically
populist,” she claimed.
So it was amusing that
after Harris spoke — live
on CNN, as well as MSNBC
and Fox — CNN brought on
former Sen. Nina Turner of
the Bernie Sanders offshoot
Our
Revolution,
who
announced approvingly that a
lot of Harris’ speech “was very
progressive.”
President Trump has
started talking about “radical
Democrats” opposing him, but
if you think the “news” is fair
and balanced, you’d have no
idea why he would use such a
term. That’s why people don’t
— and shouldn’t — trust the
news media as if they were a
nonpartisan,
disinterested
moderator in our politics.
Instead, they’re desperately
trying to disguise the obvious.
The Democrats are careening
to the hard left.
© 2019 Creators
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The Dangers of the
Academic Boycott:
Michigan and Pitzer
College Are Just the
Tip of the Iceberg
By Tammi Rossman-Benjamin

(Below is a new op-ed by AMCHA Initiative that details
how the implementation of an academic boycott of Israel on
U.S. campuses violates students’ free speech and deprives them
of educational opportunities in the name of personal politics.
The Jewish News Syndicate (JNS), which published the op-ed,
had granted permission to all outlets to republish it.)

U

One Student’s
Voice

Arabs Displaced 850,000 Jews

hough Ariana Grande’s latest single “7 Rings” may
have landed a place on Spotify’s Global Top 50 playlist,
it also landed the artist in a pool of angry listeners that
have accused her of culturally appropriating black culture
in her lyrics.
Cultural appropriation. Just as we begin to forget
the topic that has slowly disappeared beneath the chaos of
politics and pop culture, it somehow makes its way back into
our headlines once again.
However, what we don’t realize is that cultural
appropriation never disappeared, and will continue to exist
as long as our world allows for an intermixing of different
cultures. It’s everywhere around us: in our music, fashion
and even daily jargon. Therefore, it is crucial for us to
continue a conversation about this silently growing issue that
most people don’t realize is becoming more acceptable.
An example of this can be seen in non-NativeAmericans  sporting headdresses at music festivals or
concerts. Their misguided attempt at being “hipster” is one
that many Native-Americans have pointed out to be very
offensive and disrespectful.
Though it would be ideal to fully understand the
cultural significance behind the headdress in NativeAmerican culture, it is okay to simply respect its importance
and choose a different accessory.
In 2017, a mother of a five-year old expressed her
concern regarding her daughter wanting to dress up as
Disney’s Polynesian character Moana for Halloween in a
blog post. This statement caused a lot of debate about what
should and should not be considered appropriation.
Though striking a balance between cultural
appropriation and appreciation is certainly difficult, the key
is to prioritize sensitivity and respect.
For instance, while wearing a Moana costume is
adorable, painting the child’s face brown or black, on the
other hand, is unacceptable, as it promotes blackface.
The mother ultimately decided to dress her child as
Scandinavian princess Elsa, steering away from possible
backlash.
This may have been a wise decision considering the
scale of controversy it could have caused on the internet.
However, if we begin to stigmatize certain cultures and
choose to completely avoid them in our lives, it would
become extremely difficult to do anything without sparking
controversy. As long as we keep a boundary of respect and
are cautious to avoid possibly offensive expressions of others’
cultures, we should be allowed to express ourselves.
Though, if people are unsure if something is or is
not offensive, the safest route to take would be to make a
decision after extensive discussion or research. If people
are still worried even after thorough consideration, safer
alternatives are always available.
What is certain, however, is that this isn’t a
conversation we should only have when preparing
Halloween costumes or scrutinizing the lyrics of a hit song.
It must be one that we should be able to comfortably speak
about and respectfully approach at any time, or else it will,
once again, fade beneath our crazy, chaotic world, and the
next time we see the words “cultural appropriation” would
be in a headline during mid-October.

By Danielle Efrat

A Long Overdue
Request

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

T

February, 2019

O

n Jan. 5, 2019, Israel officially requested $250 billion in
compensation for Jews dispossessed from seven Arab
countries and Iran in the aftermath of Israel’s War for
Independence in 1948. This may come as a surprise because
when the issue of refugees is raised within the context of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, people often think only of Palestinians.
Therefore, the 850,000 Jews displaced from Arab countries
have come to be known as the ‘forgotten refugees.’
Although Israel and Western countries ultimately absorbed
these refugees, the injustice they suffered must be addressed.
Displaced, their vibrant rich culture deliberately destroyed,
they had to flee from their homes often in the dead of night
with only the clothes on their backs. The history and rights of
Jewish refugees must finally be recognized by the international
community, together with the plight of the Palestinian refugees.
The devastating impact of the War for Independence
in 1948 created approximately 750,000 Palestinian refugees.
The vast majority fled at the request of their leaders, who
promised they could return after the new state was destroyed.
When Israel ultimately triumphed, they were left as political
refugees, with surrounding Arab countries refusing to absorb
their Palestinian brothers and grant them equal rights. But,
not all of the Palestinians. Approximately 165,000 chose to
remain in Israel, where they were offered equal citizenship.
Today, Palestinians make up approximately 20 percent of
the population.
Arab states continue to refuse equal rights to their
Palestinian resident. Jordan granted citizenship to Palestinian
refugees but these citizens can’t own property and are
barred from government jobs. Lebanon restricts them from
most professions, access to schools, public health, real estate
ownership and keeps them in depressed housing.
In December 1948, the United Nations created the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), an agency
committed to solving the Palestinian refugee crisis and bring
about peace. Unfortunately, it only perpetuates the problem.
UNRWA allows Hamas to use its facilities in Gaza and
hires terrorists. Instead of developing its own school books, they
utilize the ones provided by their “host”, i.e. the Palestinian
Authority and Hamas, which brainwashes children to deny
Israel’s existence and promote a culture of hate complete with
incitement to violence and anti-Semitism. For example, UNRWA
uses math books that teach students to count the number of
dead martyrs in order to learn arithmetic.
To date, the Palestinians are the only refugee status
group that have their own UN agency to service them and
their descendants in perpetuity. In contrast, Jewish refugees
received little recognition and no help or compensation from
the international community. What’s truly disturbing, is
that Arab countries are not condemned for denying citizenship
or equal rights to their Arab brothers, purposefully prolonging
their hardships as a pawn against Israel.
The new demand by Israel that these Jewish refugees
and their descendants be compensated by the seven Arab
governments and Iran is both just and long overdue. The
international community must regard both refugee situations
equally. It must pressure Arab countries to give Palestinians
residing in their countries equal footing and accept Israel’s
request for reparations.
(Danielle Efrat is a junior at de Toledo High School in West
Hills. She is a 2018-19 StandWithUs High School Intern.)

niversity leaders across the country must loudly
condemn faculty who would implement an
academic boycott of Israel that deprives students
of educational opportunities and academic rights in the
name of personal politics.
Opponents of an academic boycott of Israel owe John
Cheney-Lippold and Daniel Segal a debt of gratitude.
Cheney-Lippold is the University of Michigan
professor who agreed to write a letter of recommendation
for one of his students last fall and then reneged after
realizing it was for study in Israel. Segal, a professor at Pitzer
College and a major proponent of the academic boycott
of Israel, convinced his fellow Pitzer faculty members
to shut down the school’s study-abroad program at the
University of Haifa only months later. These professors’
reprehensible behavior has brought much-needed attention
to how implementation of the Palestinian Campaign for the
Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel—long-advertised
as aimed at academic institutions in Israel—in reality
directly threatens the academic freedom and rights of
students on North American campuses.
Alarmingly, Cheney-Lippold and Segal are just the tip
of the iceberg.
First, their behavior is not unique. They are just two of
a growing number of faculty who choose to privilege their
own personal politics above the academic welfare of their
students. In fact, shortly after the Cheney-Lippold incident
became public, another Michigan student reported that his
graduate student instructor had similarly refused a letter
of recommendation for a study-abroad program in Israel.
Ten U.S. professors—all outspoken advocates of PACBI’s
campus agenda—have also pledged their willingness to
refuse letters of recommendation for students wanting to
study in Israel and encouraged others to do the same. And
a petition titled “Stand With John Cheney-Lippold” that
states, “We, too, are supporters of the BDS Movement,
and would not provide a letter of support for a student
seeking to study in an Israeli University,” has been signed
by 1,000 individuals.
Second, following the PACBI guidelines to a tee,
attempts have also been made to sabotage studentorganized programs and faculty collaborations related to
Israel, thereby directly suppressing student and faculty
free speech and freedom of assembly. For example, faculty
boycotters at the University of California Santa Cruz tried
to cancel a student-organized event titled “Queer in Israel”
that was to take place at the school’s LGBTQ Center. And
faculty boycotters at Cornell University attempted to block
a partnership between Cornell and Israel’s Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology to create a joint institute of applied
sciences that would benefit Cornell faculty and students.
Third, some academic disciplines, particularly in the
social sciences and humanities departments, have become
dominated by academic boycotters, creating a professional
climate that condones if not encourages faculty associated
with those disciplines to support the boycott, despite its
harmful effects on students. A recent study found that
departments of Middle East, and ethnic and gender studies
with affiliated faculty who support academic BDS are five
to 12 times more likely to sponsor Israel-related events with
BDS-promoting speakers than similar departments with no
academic boycotters.
As blatantly antithetical to the mission and values
of academia as an academic boycott of Israel may be,
individual faculty members do have the right to express
their public support for it. But when faculty like CheneyLippold and Segal go beyond merely expressing support for
an academic boycott and actually threaten a student’s right
to participate in university-approved educational programs,
they are not only trampling on the academic rights of their
students, they are undermining the academic integrity of the
entire university. It is a serious and growing problem that
university leaders must face before it spirals out of control.
While hundreds of university presidents have
condemned academic boycotts, including the heads of
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Stanford, Johns Hopkins,
Columbia, Cornell, Duke, Brown and Dartmouth, thus
far only a handful of university leaders have recognized
the importance of opposing attempts to implement an
academic boycott on their own campuses:
(Continued on page 10)
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Sierra Canyon High School

Another Year –
More
Championships

A

By David Powell for the Valley Voice

s we enter the final year of the decade, students are
entering the final half of the school year.   For student
athletes participating in winter sports their teams are
finishing the regular season and competing for CIF playoff
berths. January, with its unusually cold and rainy weather,
has impacted the few winter sports played outdoors, but most
winter sports have not been affected (barring a leak in the
roof of the gym).
The Sierra Canyon girls’ basketball team is again having
an outstanding year. They captured championship trophies
in four early season tournaments – the Mark Keppel Tourney,
the Sierra Canyon Invitational, the Tarkanian Classic in Las
Vegas, and the PIL Tourney in Oregon. As the regular season
is winding down the team is on a 23 game winning streak (230). The Trailblazers’ average margin of victory is almost 25
Tania Murphy (#3) puts in an easy shot from
Senior guard Scotty Pippen, Jr. (#2) drives to the
points. The closest win was by seven, with the biggest win
under the basket.
basket for a score as he is upended.
by 37 points. Coach Alicia Komaki has the team playing an
uptempo, fast paced game. Coach Komaki says, “If the other
Photos by David Powell
team wants to run with us, we hope to tire them out.” This
has led to a high scoring offense that is averaging 68 points per game while holding Trailblazers won their next nine games before a rematch with Montverde Academy. The
opponents to an average of 44 ppg.
game was part of the Hoopball Classic on MLK Day. This was a showcase game, nationally
televised on ESPNU.  The team traveled 3000 miles to Massachusetts and a freezing two
				*		*		*
degrees outside at game time. It was even colder on the court as SC was defeated 58-77.
On offense the team shot poorly, scoring the fewest points in a game all season, and giving
The past four years Windward has been a SC nemesis. The Trailblazers lost all up the most points to an opponent. Perhaps the travel time and weather contributed.
four matchups last year – all close games – including in the CIF State playoffs. This year
The girls’ soccer team also dealt with weather issues with the cold and rain.
a new streak began with SC defeating the Wildcats 66-57. With only two seniors, the Many practice days needed to be cancelled, and the match played with Viewpoint
team will have a strong nucleus of experienced underclass returnees. Transfer student was played in the rain. Despite the weather, the team is having a good year. With
Rosemary Odebunmi, a 6 foot junior, is a strong addition at forward. Rosemary is a a record of 9-1 (6-1-1) the team   occupies first place in the Gold Coast League.  
student from Nigeria. She is sponsored by African Basketball League star John Owhe Coach Kristy Walker relates that “this team of girls works really hard and is really
who provided her the opportunity to develop her basketball skills while obtaining a great connected. It is a family environment and every player is super supportive of one
education. The SC girls are currently the top ranked team in California, as well as the another.” The team has seven seniors who have been a part of the program for all
nation (Maxpreps poll).
four years of high school. This group of seniors has won 3 league titles, one CIF, and
Also number one ranked in California is the Trailblazers boys’ basketball team. The one Regional title. The team also has a number of freshmen who have contributed
defending CIF State Open champions are enjoying another outstanding season. Coach to the team’s success. Top scorers are Tatum Solis (junior), Jazy Campbell (junior),
Chevalier employs a fast paced offense and pressure defense. The team is currently 21-2 and Maya Bowens (frosh).
(3-0). The team had an early season loss in the Iolani Invitational in Hawaii. Montverde
Sierra Canyon sports teams appear on track to continue their winning tradition
Academy, a top ranking team from Florida, defeated the Trailblazers 49-57. The in 2019.

Learning forward at Sierra Canyon
is both a mindset and an action.
On our energizing campuses, students gain unstoppable
momentum to learn and explore, propelling them
toward lifelong success.
We invite your family to experience our
entrepreneurial program.

Schedule a Private Tour
LOWER CAMPUS, Pre-K – Grade 6
(818) 882-8121, ext. 105
UPPER CAMPUS, Grades 7 – 12
(818) 882-8121, ext. 323

Get To Know Us:

Grades Pre-K–12

Sierracanyonschool.org
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“Our Fair Lady”

Amy Klobuchar
May be Best
Equipped To Send
the President
Packing
She Can Inspire
A Fatigued Nation
By George Will

M

Border Wall: Monument for the People
By Michelle Malkin

P

rofligate politicians have never met a multibillion-dollar infrastructure project they didn’t like — except when it comes to
President Donald Trump’s border wall.
Think about it.
Boston’s Big Dig black hole, the nation’s most expensive highway project, burned through $25 billion and was plagued by deadly
engineering incompetence, endless cost overruns, leaks, lawsuits and debt.
California’s high-speed rail boondoggle is a $100 billion bullet train to nowhere. Former Gov. Jerry “Moonbeam” Brown promised
a 2020 completion date for the miracle transportation system. The latest estimates predict it won’t open until at least 2033, and the costs
keep rising.
Seattle’s ill-fated Alaskan Way Viaduct replacement topped out at $4 billion in local, state and federal funds for a two-mile bored
road tunnel that will finally open next month — nearly four years behind schedule and hundreds of millions of dollars over budget.
What the Big Dig, bullet train boondoggle and Seattle squander all have in common is that political elites, lobbyists and corporate
heavy-hitters trampled over grassroots citizen opposition to get their way. Too many government construction projects are built because
these publicly subsidized gravy trains reward campaign donors, powerful public employee unions and assorted control freaks in the
urban planning and transportation sectors.
Another glaring example? Across the country, voters have repeatedly rejected billion-dollar sports stadium and arena subsidies
over the past 30 years — only to be sabotaged by bipartisan alliances overruling the will of the people. I used to run a watchdog website
called “Porkwatch” filled with so many field-of-schemes case studies that I couldn’t keep track of them anymore.
Then there are all the tax-funded highways, bridges, museums and other edifices glorifying Beltway swamp creatures. The infamous
Democratic Sen. Robert Byrd of West Virginia steered billions of federal dollars back to his home state, where more than 50 government
buildings bear his or his wife’s name — not to mention an eponymous telescope, multiple libraries and “lifelong learning centers,”
wellness centers, industrial parks, community centers, gardens, interchanges, highways, expressways, bridges, locks and a dam. A basrelief sculpture of the alpha porker greets visitors at the Byrd dam, deemed unnecessary by locals.
Not to be outdone, GOP Sen. Mitch McConnell has his own park; former Democratic Sen. John Dingell has his own transit center;
the late Democratic Sen. Frank Lautenberg has his own rail station; tax cheat Democratic Rep. Charlie Rangel has his own tax-funded
“Charles B. Rangel Center for Public Service” at the City College of New York; and the recently retired powerbroker Democratic Sen.
Harry Reid sponsored billions of dollars in egotistical earmarks, including several million for a “research and technology park” named
after him.
Was there a swell of grassroots support for all these vanity projects? Was there overwhelming demand for the 10,000th long and
windy road named after some blowhard incumbent hack?
Wouldn’t it be refreshing, for once, for the federal government to prioritize infrastructure that serves the national interest over
special interests? And how about dedicating and consecrating this project in the memory of the thousands of Americans and law-abiding
immigrants who have sacrificed their lives for our security? We’ve already got Adopt-a-Highway sponsors. Why not an Adopt-a-Wall
program?
Open borders academics and media propagandists keep lecturing that Americans don’t want a wall. Yet, more than 325,000 citizens
have raised $19.5 million in 22 days to fund the border that the Beltway obstinately refuses to fund.
President Trump’s defining battle against the Beltway to fortify our borders — by concrete, steel, increased manpower, electronic
surveillance, all of it — isn’t just about fulfilling a campaign promise. The wall is a necessary monument to sovereignty in a nation
clogged with billions of dollars of worthless political monuments to Me, Me, Me.
© 2019 Creators Syndicate

When Dems Embraced the
‘Southern Border Fencing Strategy’
By Byron York

I

n 2006, Congress passed the Secure Fence Act, which mandated the construction of multilayer pedestrian fencing along about 600
miles of the U.S.-Mexico border.
It passed with big, bipartisan majorities: 283 votes in the House and 80 in the Senate. Some top Democrats who are still in the Senate
today supported the fence: Charles Schumer, Dianne Feinstein, Ron Wyden, Debbie Stabenow and Sherrod Brown.
Just the next year, Congress made clear it didn’t really mean what it said. The new law was amended to make fence building
optional.
In 2013, Congress got back into the fence game. The “Gang of Eight’s” comprehensive immigration reform bill included something
called the “Southern Border Fencing Strategy.”
It called for 700 miles of at least single-layer pedestrian fencing along the border. It wasn’t a standalone measure; the fence was to be
part of a broader package of border security measures, alongside provisions that would create a process by which the nation’s 11 million
illegal immigrants would ultimately gain a path to citizenship.
With citizenship in the deal -- even citizenship that would take a decade to achieve in some cases -- Democrats were fully on board
for a border barrier. The Gang of Eight bill passed with unanimous Democratic support in the Senate.
The Gang of Eight bill passed the Senate in June 2013, five and a half years ago. Now, many Democrats say there are no circumstances
under which they would support President Trump’s proposal for a border wall proposal -- even if it is, in fact, a fence, or barrier, or
whatever Democrats would prefer to call it.
Many observers have noted that the Democratic Party has changed dramatically in the last half-dozen years or so, and one of the
areas in which that change has been most pronounced is immigration. On that issue, the party has moved far left.
February, 2019

innesota, the land of 10,000 lakes and
four unsuccessful presidential candidates
(Harold Stassen, Hubert Humphrey, Eugene
McCarthy, Walter Mondale) now has someone who
could break the state’s losing streak. Democratic Sen.
Amy Klobuchar is the person perhaps best equipped
to run for President.
To get the boring part over with, she satisfies
the 2020 Chromosome Criterion: The Democratic
nominating electorate is disproportionately female
and eager to achieve what they came tantalizingly
close to in 2016, a female president. Now, about
politics and policy.
She is from a state contiguous with Iowa, whose
caucuses might, or might not, be as big a deal in 2020
as they have been since Jimmy Carter’s 1976 success
in them propelled him toward the presidency. (Early
voting for California’s March 3 primary, in which
probably 11 percent of delegates to the Democratic
National Convention will be allocated, begins the
day of Iowa’s caucuses, so some candidates might
slight Iowa in order to court California.)
Minnesota also borders Wisconsin, one of
the three Rust Belt states (the others are Michigan
and Pennsylvania) that Donald Trump took that
had voted Democratic in at least six consecutive
presidential elections. She is from the Midwest,
where Democrats need help in Michigan (Trump
carried it by just 0.3 percent of the vote), Iowa
(Trump by 9 percentage points), Ohio (Trump by
9 points). Minnesota has voted Democratic in 11
consecutive presidential elections (since it spurned
George McGovern, from neighboring South Dakota,
in 1972). It has more electoral votes (10) than such
swing states as New Hampshire (4), Iowa (6), Nevada
(6) and Colorado (9). But Minnesota’s blueness has
been fading: Barack Obama defeated Mitt Romney
by 8 percentage points in 2012, but four years later
Hillary Clinton defeated Trump by just 1.5 points.
Klobuchar, who will be 59 in May, is the daughter
of a newspaper columnist. Surmounting this handicap,
she went to Yale, then to the University of Chicago
Law School, then to a law firm. Then to a maternity
ward, where she was provoked: Her infant daughter
had a serious problem, but the rule at the time was that
new mothers should be out of the hospital in 24 hours,
which kindled her interest in public policy.
After a stint as the elected prosecuting attorney
of Hennepin County (Minneapolis), she won an open
Senate seat in 2006. Last year she won a third term by
a 24-point margin.
Her state has a significant farming population
and agribusiness (e.g., Cargill, General Mills, Land
O’Lakes, Hormel), so she has had practice speaking
to populations and interests that Democrats need, and
speaking against trade wars in which farmers quickly
become collateral damage.
She has become informed about what could be
one of the most salient issues in 2020 -- the high costs
of prescription drugs. In the Almanac of American
Politics’ most recent (2015) vote rankings, she was the
27th most liberal senator, liberal enough to soothe other
liberals without annoying everyone else. As the bidding
war for the affection of the Democratic left spirals into
inanity -- “Abolish ICE!”; “70 percent marginal tax
rate!”;”Impeach the president!”; “Pack the Supreme
Court!”; “Medicare for all!”; “Free college!”; “Free
other stuff!” -- Klobuchar is the potential top-tier
candidate most apt to resist forfeiting the general
election while winning the nomination.
Her special strength, however, is her
temperament. Baseball, it has been said, is not a game
you can play with your teeth clenched. That is also
true of politics, another day-by-day game with a long
season: It requires an emotional equipoise, a blend of
relaxation and concentration, stamina leavened by
cheerfulness. Klobuchar laughs easily and often.
If the nation wants an angry president, it can pick
from among the many seething Democratic aspirants,
or can keep the one president it has. If, however, it
would like someone to lead a fatigued nation in a long
exhale, it can pick a Minnesotan, at last.

(The JewishWorldReview.com publishes what many
- Jewish World Review in the media and Washington consider “must-reading”.)
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
Page 8

Who’s Watching
Our Money?
By Jack Humphreville

D

espite a booming economy and record revenues, our City’s finances
are a mess.  
Over the last six years, ever since Eric Garcetti became our mayor,
General Fund revenues have increased by 36%, or $1.6 billion, to a record
$6.2 billion. Yet we still have an unbalanced annual budget, some of the
worst streets in the country, a $10 billion bill for deferred maintenance on our
infrastructure, and a $15 billion (and growing) unfunded pension liability.  
And it only gets worse as the City is looking at a Structural Deficit over
the next four years of about $250 million a year when considering employee
raises. And the shortfall soars to over $1 billion a year when you factor into
the equation the costs to repair and maintain our streets and the additional
pension contributions based on a less optimistic investment rate assumption of
6¼%.
But you would never know any of this by listening to the flowerily
pronouncements from Mayor Eric Garcetti, City Council President Herb
Wesson, and Budget and Finance Chair Paul Krekorian.
The lack of transparency on the part of our elected officials and the perilous
condition of our City’s finances calls for the establishment of an independent
Office of Transparency and Accountability.  This was recommended by the LA
2020 Commission and whole heartily endorsed by none other than Herb Wesson.   
This office would review and analyze the City’s budget and finances.  
It would analyze any new legislation or labor agreements that are being
considered by City Hall, the sources of any needed financing, and their impact
on the budget.  
It would also lead the effort to benchmark the efficiency of the operations of
City departments, a common sense management tool opposed by the City’s public
sector unions.  
The OTA would also develop a long range financial plan for the City that would
incorporate the need to repair and maintain our streets and the rest of our infrastructure and
to fully fund the City’s two pension plans over the next 20 to 25 years.  
The OTA would also have access to all City documents and meetings, including, without
limitation, those concerning labor relations as personnel costs (salaries, pensions, medical,
workers’ compensation) are the City’s largest single expenditure.  
The OTA would also be required to inform Angelenos and the media of its findings on a timely
basis so that we have a better understanding of our city’s finances.  This is an important obligation
given that the City will most likely be asking us for another significant tax increase in 2020.  
City Hall will argue that it does an adequate job of overseeing the City’s budget and
finances and that the OTA is another inefficient and costly layer of bureaucracy. But given
the added transparency, the potential for massive savings, the City’s failure to address its
infrastructure and pensions, and the general lack of trust of City Hall, the ten-person office
proposed by the LA 2020 Commission is a bargain, yielding nine figure savings (over $100
million) and eliminating or at least mitigating the need for future tax increases.    
Will Mayor Eric Garcetti support his Back to Basics promises to increase transparency
and to have the City live within its financial means?
Will City Council President Herb Wesson push for the establishment of the OTA, a
recommendation he publicly endorsed?
Will Budget and Finance Chairman Paul Krekorian endorse this reform or will continue
to analyze the budget line item by line item while pension contributions eat the City’s lunch, our
lunar cratered streets continue to deteriorate, and personnel costs continue to soar?
Or will these politicians, the other members of the City Council, the Controller, and the
City Attorney continue to kick the budget can down the road for fear of antagonizing the
campaign funding leaders of the City’s public sector unions, endangering the City’s ability to
deliver the necessary services to all Angelenos?
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

 	
From the Left

Resolutions
By Susan Estrich

I

t is our collective frayed nerves that worry me. Christmas cheer has been replaced by dirty
snow, unclean toilets, clogged roads and unpaid bills.
The sun is shining. But California is deceptive. Beneath the surface, even here, gloom
lurks.
Does anything work anymore?
“Breathe deep,” I tell a friend who is about to explode about something someone has said
about President Trump. It was a hard Christmas at too many tables. Politics is important —
I’m the last to say otherwise — but there is something very wrong when our patriotism and
love of country is somehow turning us against one another.
Mitt Romney is right. The fish rots from the head.
And we are all being infected by the disease. We must not let him destroy our spirit, our
decency, our fellowship, even as he turns his back on our policies.
Shine the light on him. Make it bright. Do no more than repeat his words. He needs no
commentary. His own words undo him. His stunts reveal him. His allies shame him.
The problem, Mr. President, is not the left, and it is not the media, and it is not Nancy
Pelosi or Chuck Schumer or CNN or the Washington Post. The problem is not Mitt Romney or
Nikki Haley or the establishment Republicans or the Clintons or the DNC or Michael Cohen
or Robert Mueller or James Comey or Dianne Feinstein.
				*		*		*
The problem is not one that can be solved by adding another lobbyist to the Cabinet or
another Fox Newser to the Cabinet.
The problem is the president himself, and the more we see of him, the worse it is. Unfiltered
Trump is tearing us apart; that he doesn’t even care is a measure of everything that makes him
the wrong man for the job, and of the danger we face that could yet get worse.
We need some heroes and some patriots, not in anonymous columns and careful leaks but
in honest testimony. It is time for Republicans in this country to stand up, to turn Congress into
an institution bound by the rule of law and not the demands of partisan politics.
There is no other way.
Trump is liked even less than Pelosi. I’d like to say Pelosi is liked more, but no one is liked.
The faces you see are disgust. And fear. And anger. As we look toward our nation’s capital,
those are the faces of America in 2019.
I will not let the hate make me hate. I will not let the fear make me walk away. I will not
turn my back, as much as I would like.
And I will thank every Republican who will hold out his or her hand.
We are better than this.
Happy new year.
February, 2019

Eyes on Hollywood

Hypocrisy on Morality
By Adriana Cohen

M

orality for thee, but not for me.
That’s the Democratic Party’s elitist modus operandi when it comes to casting
aspersions and judging President Donald Trump’s character, marital issues and moral
compass but not their own.
Newspapers haven’t stopped writing round-the-clock hit pieces against the president for
the past several years highlighting Trump’s amorality.
“Trump is incompetent, impulsive and amoral. Heaven help us all,” read a Dec. 24 WaPo
headline. Before that, there was the holier-than-thou doozy “Calling Trump ‘amoral’ gives him
a pass,” published in 2017, which followed an opinion piece published two weeks prior, written
by David Von Drehle, accusing the president of “supreme amorality.” These types of pieces —
just a tiny fraction of the Trump character assassinations in the Post — are in addition to an
unprecedented number of hours left-wing cable news programs and other liberal media outlets
have dedicated to highlighting Trump’s 2006 sexual encounter with porn actress Stormy
Daniels and other such stories.
All of this reveals that in much of America today, what is deemed moral or amoral largely
hinges on political affiliation.
Then there’s the cesspool of liberal Hollywood hypocrites.
It’s well-known that La-La Land — in addition to inventing the infamous casting couch
— is also home to some of the worst perverts, sex abusers and cheaters, including Harvey
Weinstein, who’s currently facing criminal charges in New York for rape and sexual abuse. Yet
the entertainment industry has the audacity to assail every fiber of President Trump’s moral
disposition day in and day out. Hard to take these folks seriously when we know that many
living in the land of fruits and nuts won’t be auditioning for the role of choirboy any time soon.
And then there are the mainstream media, which collectively downplayed former
President Bill Clinton’s numerous affairs — including with Monica Lewinsky, a young,
impressionable intern he engaged in extramarital sex acts with in the Oval Office. This is the
same left-wing cabal that looks down on Trump’s marital infidelities while overlooking how
John F. Kennedy, his brother Ted and countless other Democratic politicians left-wingers voted
for strayed during their marriages, too.
It doesn’t take an Ivy league degree to see that in America today, there are two distinct
sets of rules when it comes to what constitutes morality — one for Democrats and the other for
Republicans.
A dual standard indeed.
(Adriana Cohen is a syndicated columnist with the Boston Herald.) - Creators Syndicate

Letter to the Editor

Prager a “Hack,” We’re a “Rag”

Dear Editor,
Dennis Prager was let go from the Jewish Journal and with good reason. He is a
hack. He always has some lofty thesis which only makes sense if you buy into all his
garbage along the way. This months rant is no different. For instance, explaining
that the government can’t afford to provide Benefits for its citizenry as it will swell our
country’s debt. I am sure though, Prager loves the new Tax plan which does more to swell
our nations debt than much of our nations social safety net.
Your newspaper has become a rag for the far right agenda. It is not reflective of the
actual values of our North Valley community. I suppose The Flame and others give you
your needed ad budget. But you have made yourselves irrelevant to the larger community.
Sincerely, Judith Alban

Prager Responds

Dear Mel:
These people lie with the ease with which they breathe.
The Jewish Journal never let me go. They wanted me to stay on indefinitely. I left
to write my five-volume Torah commentary.
Thanks for your support.
Dennis

Editor Answers

Her letter contains all untruths, and very hateful. We have never charged FLAME for
their pro-Israel ads. They are provided to us, and the Valley Voice donates the full page never a charge! Finally, we are called "irrelevant" for our northwest valley area. Research
shows us that our 12th Los Angeles City District was added in 1925. Fifteen councilmen have
been elected to serve our area - our community chose 15 Republicans and 0 Democrats for 94
YEARS! Perhaps many were right of center, or centrists, which is fine with us!
Thank you for reading and writing the Valley Voice.

For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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The Dangers of the
Academic Boycott: Michigan
and Pitzer College Are Just
the Tip of the Iceberg
(Continued from page 6)

Can the President Alone
Build a Border Wall?

W

By Judge Andrew P. Napolitano

hen Donald Trump was looking for a catchy phrase during his 2016 presidential campaign to address the
issue of immigrants entering the United States unlawfully — a line that would resonate with his supporters
— he came up with the phrase “build the wall.” The reference, of course, is to what Trump advertised would
be a 30-foot-tall, thousand-mile-long Mexico-financed physical wall along our border with Mexico.
At first, most folks seemed to dismiss this a pie in the sky. Why would the government of a foreign country pay for
a wall in the United States built so as to keep its own citizens and residents from entering the United States? The answer:
It wouldn’t.
So President Trump changed his argument that Mexico would pay directly for his wall by arguing instead that the
$5.7 billion down payment he wants — on a $25 billion to $30 billion project — would indirectly pay for itself in reduced
government welfare and law enforcement expenses. The idea of the wall never took hold during the first two years of his
presidency, when the Republicans controlled both houses of Congress.
Even Republicans were leery of the cost and the imagery. The federal government is running about $1 trillion a
year in the red, and Republicans are looking to offer comfort in their party to Hispanics. Adding to that debt to build a
wall that would affront other Hispanics did not rest well with them. Until now.
Now that the Democrats control the House of Representatives, where the idea of a wall is dead on arrival, it is
easier for House Republicans to argue in favor of it. Because the Democrats numerically outnumber them, the House
Republicans won’t be forced to vote on it. The president is probably kicking himself for not calling in a few favors and
addressing the wall before the Democrats took control of the House.
So, faced with intractable opposition in the House and only lukewarm, mainly symbolic support in the Senate,
Trump has threatened to bypass Congress, declare a national state of emergency and build the wall on his own. Can he
legally do this? In a word: No.

- Following an enormous public outcry over CheneyLippold’s refusal to write a letter of recommendation,
University of Michigan President Mark Schlissel issued a
strong statement acknowledging that “such actions interfere
with our students’ opportunities, violate their academic
freedom and betray our university’s educational mission.”
- In a speech addressing the faculty vote to shut down
his school’s study-abroad program in Israel, Pitzer College
President Melvin Oliver forthrightly stated: “To deny
Pitzer students who want to study at Haifa University the
opportunity to study abroad and to enter into dialogue and
promote intercultural understanding at the altar of political
considerations is anathema to Pitzer’s core values.”
-   Recently, all 10 University of California Chancellors
issued a statement declaring that the academic boycott of Israel
“poses a direct and serious threat to the academic freedom of
our students and faculty, as well as the unfettered exchange of
ideas and perspectives on our campuses, including debate and
discourse regarding conflicts in the Middle East.”
University leaders across the country must follow suit
by loudly condemning faculty at their own schools who would
implement an academic boycott of Israel that deprives students
of educational opportunities and academic rights in the name
of personal politics. State and federal legislators should also
consider withholding taxpayer monies from schools that allow
faculty to implement a boycott that directly hurts students,
undermines their school’s academic mission and erodes public
trust in our nation’s institutions of higher education.

						*		*		*

Here is the back story.

The Constitution is the supreme law of the land. Everyone who works in government takes a public oath of fidelity
to the Constitution; that means to its very words and to the values that those words represent. All federal powers come
from the Constitution — and from no other source. The states formed the federal government and limited its powers
when they ratified the Constitution. These are all basic truisms of American government, yet we have veered so far from
them that they bear repeating.
Now, back to the president’s wall. President Trump has no power to build a wall or a fence or a doghouse on private
property without an express or implied congressional authorization to do so. The vast majority of the property in Texas
on which he wants to build is private, according to Rep. Will Hurd, R-Texas, whose district contains a longer stretch of
the border than anyone else’s.
Thus, the federal government must use eminent domain, which gives each landowner the right to a trial to challenge
the government as to the worth of the property the government wants. Rep. Hurd, a former CIA agent and conservative
Republican who opposes the wall, has articulated the views of most of his 800,000 constituents: Not in my backyard.
We know from the plain wording of the Constitution and from history that all expenditures of money from the federal
treasury and all federal use of private property must first be approved by Congress. In 1952, the Supreme Court ruled on
this when President Harry Truman seized American steel mills during a labor strike and directed the secretary of commerce
to hire folks to operate the mills, pursuant to his own emergency declaration that steel was vital to the war effort in Korea.
The court held that only Congress could authorize the seizure or adverse government occupancy of private property and the
expenditure of money needed to operate the mills.
Then, in 1976, Congress provided a definition — which, shortly thereafter, the courts refined — of a national emergency:
the existence of events truly beyond the ordinary, wherein there is a palpable and immediate threat to lives, safety or property
that cannot be addressed by the employment of ordinary government assets or the exercise of ordinary governmental powers.
That is hardly the case today with the former Central American caravan in Mexico now settled in and housed by the Mexican
government away from the border.
						*		*		*

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

Nevertheless, the 1976 law requires that all ordinary assets — our president prefers the military — be determined useless
before a lawful emergency can come into effect. The military useless in an emergency? And if this is such an emergency, why
did the president wait until it abated before addressing it?
Perhaps the answer is that his frustration with the Democratic House has reached a boiling point, but that boiling point
cannot be a basis for a declaration of a national emergency. A valid emergency declaration streamlines the government to
address the emergency, but it cannot authorize anything that the Constitution prohibits, nor can it authorize the president to
avoid anything that the Constitution requires.
The president has sworn not only fidelity to the Constitution but also to take care that federal laws be enforced. If he
could disregard that oath, if he could ignore those laws, if he could spend money not authorized by Congress, if he could
occupy private property not subject to eminent domain against the will of the owners — in short, if he could make the laws,
as well as enforce them, then he would not be a president. He’d be a monarch.
(Andrew P. Napolitano, a former judge of the Superior Court of New Jersey, is the senior judicial analyst at Fox News
Channel. Judge Napolitano has written seven books on the U.S. Constitution.)
							
- Jewish World Review
February, 2019
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on Tuesday, February 12 at 6:15 pm. A representative of the
opera company will discuss the upcoming performances of
Registration for spring sports are now open online Mozart’s “The Clemency of Titus.” The library is located
(reg.laparks.org) and walk in registration will be starting at 23600 Victory Blvd. in Woodland Hills.
Monday, February 4. The spring sports this session include
Soccer, Girls Volleyball, baseball, and Girls softball. For
EmpowerLA Awards
more information please call 818-349-7341. Northridge
Nominations are open for the 2019 EmpowerLA
Recreation Center is located at 18300 Lemarsh Street.
Awards. Awards recognize Neighborhood Councils that are
doing an outstanding job fulfilling the mission of increasing
Chatsworth Library Book Club
civic engagement and making government more responsive
The Chatsworth Library Book Club will have a discussion to local needs. The submission deadline is Friday, February
of Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini on 15th at 5:00 PM, http://empowerla.org.
Wednesday, February 6 at 1:30 pm. The book club meets the first
Chatsworth NC Candidate Filing
Wednesday of the month at the Library Community Room, 21052
If you are a Chatsworth stakeholder, your community
Devonshire Street. For more information, call (818) 341-4276.
needs you to run for a seat on the Chatsworth Neighborhood
CalRTA Meeting
Council. You can file your candidacy until 11:59 p.m.,
On February 8th, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting Thursday, February 14. Balloting will take place 11 a.m.
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen St. in to 5 p.m., Saturday, March 16, at the Chatsworth Train
Northridge. All retired teachers are welcome to come hear the Depot, 10038 Old Depot Plaza Road. For more info, visit
latest about pensions, health issues, and more such as scams ChatsworthCouncil.org.
aimed at retirees. To join the lunch after the meeting, please
PRNC Candidate Filing
contact Nancy Gohata at (818) 371-8013.
The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council candidate
Valley Ragtime Stomp
registration for the 2019 elections is now open but will close on
The Valley Ragtime Stomp, a free monthly concert in February 19. Go to www.PRNC.org for detailed information
Canoga Park, will hold the next meeting on Saturday, February on the elections and how you can become a candidate. The
9 from 2-5:00 pm at 21601 Sherman Way in Canoga Park. PRNC Elections will take place on Saturday, May 4, between
Stomp features ragtime-era and other vintage music, including 10 AM and 4 PM.
stride, boogie-woogie, blues and ballads. It’s a gathering of
Rummage Sale
amateur and professional musicians that welcomes newcomers
The Granada Hills Woman’s Club is holding a Rummage
to play or just listen. For further information call or text Ron
Sale on Friday, Feb. 22 from 8am to 2pm and on Saturday,
at 818-439-9048 or email him at ragtimron@gmail.com.
Feb. 23 from 8 am to 12 pm at 10666 White Oak Avenue. All
Astronomy Night
local proceeds go to local charities.
The Friends of Platt Library will host the popular amateur
Free Movie Night
astronomer, Neill Simmons on Saturday, February 9, 1:30 pm
The Chatsworth Library Community Room there will
at Platt Branch Library, 23600 Victory Blvd. in Woodland Hills.
The topic of Mr. Simmons’ talk is “Top Astronomy Sights to See host a free screening of Jurassic Park: Fallen Kingdom on
in 2019,” and it promises to be very interesting and informative Thursday, February 28 at 1:30 pm. The movie is sponsored
for those wishing to wonder at the stars. Admission is free and by the Friends of Chatsworth Library. Light refreshments
no reservations are required. For ADA accommodations, call are available. The library is located at 21052 Devonshire
Street. For more information, call (818) 341-4276.
(213) 228-7430 at least 72 hours in advance.

LAUSD: A
Busted Brand

Northridge Recreation Center

Rally in the Valley

Attend a workshop on how to run for office and meet
members of Neighborhood Councils from across the San
Fernando Valley at the 2019 Rally in the Valley. The event
will be on Saturday, February 9th, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
at the Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society (aka “The
Onion”), 9550 Haskell Ave in North Hills. For more info,
contact the organizer at EmpowerLA@LACity.org.

Valley Trailers

The Valley Trailers Square Dance Club invites you to
join their new class of modern square dancing starting on
March 12th. Arrive at Wilkinson Center, 8956 Vanalden
Avenue in Northridge, around 6:45 to sign in. New dancers
accepted on 3/12 and 3/17. Your first class is free, $6.00 after
that. For more info, call Linda Kaplan -805-231-6171.

LA Opera Talk

SFV Male chorus

(Continued from page 3)

magnet schools, depriving many students of a chance for
a better education in a safer environment. [The runoff, if
necessary, is on May 14.]   
The School Board will also need to address its budget
shortfall of $500 million a year and its “leap of faith”
financial hijinks.   The Board will most likely reconsider
placing on the ballot a $600 parcel tax that will raise $500
million if approved by the voters. This decision will be
influenced by the upcoming election.  
This ballot measure will have the support of Garcetti.
Or put another way, when have Garcetti and the City
Council not supported a tax increase?
There is also the issue of the timing of the parcel
tax since the District may be short of cash prior to the
November 2020 election. This is where the State may play
a role by either increasing financing to LAUSD (and other
troubled school districts like Oakland) or serving as a
bridge lender.
Another source of financing is from the “split roll”
which, if approved by the voters in November of 2020,
would result in a windfall of $300 to $400 million to
LAUSD.  This ballot measure is also supported by Garcetti.  
A significant portion of this new money will not make
it to the classroom because the funding requirements for $22
billion of retirement liabilities (medical and pension) and $12
billion of long-term debt will be in the front of the line.   
So many moving parts. Leap of faith budgeting. A
resolution calling for a cap on charter schools. A school
board election involving the swing vote. A parcel tax ballot
measure. The split roll ballot measure. State financing.  
But where is the strategic plan that outlines how
LAUSD will improve its performance and its standing
with Angelenos? Will this strategic plan address teacher
quality, tenure, the ability to dismiss poor teachers, and
promotions based on merit? What is the roll of charter
and magnet schools?  Will LAUSD downsize its bloated
bureaucracy to free up money for the classroom? How
does the District propose to reform its retirement plans?
How will it repay its long-term debt and maintain its
facilities? And how does the District propose to eliminate
its Structural Deficit?
Will LAUSD and UTLA be able to win the support
of Angelenos? Will it be able to build trust in its brand?
Stay tuned.   It is going to be a wild ride as UTLA will
place its revenue and membership goals in front of those
of the students.

The San Fernando Valley Male chorus is seeking
The Friends of Platt Library will host an LA Opera Talk singers of all ages who enjoy four-part male harmony.
Rehearsals are on Monday nights at
7:30 p.m. No audition or ability to
read music required. We put on two
major programs annually, a holiday
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by the 20th, for the show in December and a spring show
following month. Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. in May. Rehearsals and performances
are at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Church, 23838 Kittridge St. in West
Rachel Reiter,
Hills. Contact Bob Banta at (818)
(Jack Humphreville
888-8345, email buckeyerpb@socal. CityWatch.)
Local Events Coordinator
rr.com or visit us at sfvmchorus.com.

Deadline for Non-Profits

writes

LA Watchdog

for

IT'S ALL HERE
› Banana Republic
› H&M

› Jimmy's Famous American Tavern
› Rent the Runway
› Salon Republic
› Total Woman Gym + Spa
February, 2019

TOPANGA
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20 off
%

plus

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum
purchase

‡‡

plus

25 off
%

‡‡

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum
purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit
card from 2/5/2019 to 2/18/2019. Equal monthly
payments required for 60 months. Ashley Furniture
does not require a down payment, however, sales tax
and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See
below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit
card from 2/5/2019 to 2/18/2019. Equal monthly
payments required for 36 months. Ashley Furniture
does not require a down payment, however, sales tax
and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See
below for details.

plus

30 off
%

‡‡

no interest*
no down payment
no minimum
purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit
card from 2/5/2019 to 2/18/2019. Equal monthly
payments required for 24 months. Ashley Furniture
does not require a down payment, however, sales tax
and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See
below for details.

plus

35 off
%

‡‡

no interest if paid in
full in 12 months††
no down payment
no minimum purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit
card made 2/5/2019 to 2/18/2019. Interest will be
charged to your account from the purchase date if
the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 12
months. Minimum monthly payments required.
††See below for details.

HOT BUYS! Limited Quantities
When they're gone... they're gone!

Silent Brook Sofa - Loveseat
Sectional with 2 End Tables
and Multi-Use Cocktail Table
Reg. Price $2749.99

NOW
NORTHRIDGE
HIRING!

79999

$

final price

SAVINGS OF

70%
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