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Valley Voice Files Request 

Honoring Kobe with USPS Postage Stamp
What better way for Kobe Bryant’s fans to 

provide him with a lifetime tribute? The Valley 
Voice, following instructions from the Citizens’ 

Stamp Advisory Committee, has officially requested 
that Kobe be approved with such an honor, so that 
his image would be flying around Porter Ranch, all 
of Los Angeles, California, the country, on envelopes, 
dropping into mailboxes - and no doubt your own.
 The process is not easy, as thousands of letters 

and petitions from the American public proposing 
stamp subjects, are submitted. Established in 1957, 
the committee reviews all of the proposals and selects 
stamp subjects that will be of interest to large segments 
of the population, accepting only about 25 to 30 stamp 
subjects each year. This should be a SLAM DUNK 
for Kobe. The one and only NBA stamp immortalized 
Laker player Wilt Chamberlain in 2014.

The Mortal Kobe Bryant
By Mitch Albom

Man is not built to fly. Some still do.
 Kobe Bryant did. He flew through the air of suburban 
Philadelphia basketball courts and he flew over college 

altogether and landed in the NBA as a 17-year-old, where he flew 
through defenders, flew through the record books, flew through 
the hero worship and the criticism, flew through the worst kind of 
controversy, flew through 20 seasons with the same L.A. Lakers team, 
and, when his body could no longer handle those heights, he flew into 
retirement and a new life as a storyteller, for which, before his 40th 
birthday, he had already collected an Academy Award.
 Kobe Bryant flew through life. But even seasoned pilots warn that 
the air is not benevolent. As that Sunday unfolded in a foggy Southern 
California, morning, Bryant, 41, was flying again, this time inside a 
helicopter with eight other people. One of them was his 13-year-old 
daughter, Gianna. They were heading for a youth basketball game 
where she was to play and he was to coach.
 They never landed. Kobe Bryant is dead. His daughter is dead. 
The other passengers and pilots in that helicopter are dead, after it 
crashed into a hillside in Calabasas, starting a brushfire. 
 The media is thick with tweeted tributes to Bryant from celebrities 
and NBA stars. The sports channels are rerunning every amazing, 
gravity-defying, eye-blinking move that Kobe made en route to five 
NBA championship rings.
 But none of it feels appropriate. It all feels too ...
 Early.
   *  *  *
 This feels less a time for tribute than for tragedy. A father and 
daughter have been cut down far too young, leaving behind three 
sisters — one a newborn — and a heartbroken wife and mother. The 
other passengers leave behind shocked and grieving loved ones as well.
 It doesn’t seem the moment to assemble a basketball player’s 
accomplishments and hang them on the national clothes line for an 
assessment of his place in history.
 But that is what we do in this business, and so suffice it to say 
that Kobe Bryant will certainly go down as one of the greatest to 
ever play the game of basketball, a man who took more than 30,000 
NBA shots and made a crazy amount of them, a man who played 
with indefatigable joy in his early years and grizzly aggression in his 
later ones, a man who was doggedly determined at everything he did, 
including coming back from injury.
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L.A. County Calls 
on Governor to 

Expedite Closure 
of Aliso Canyon

Valley Voice Special

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors unanimous-
ly called on Gov. Gavin Newsom to expedite the closure 
of the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility in Porter 

Ranch -- the site of the largest methane leak in U.S. history.
 Supervisor Kathryn Barger said closing the storage 
field is the only way to ensure the community’s safety.
 ``We do not know what the long-term impacts of the 
gas leak will be,’’ Barger said. ``The only way to preserve 
the health and safety of the residents around Aliso Canyon 
is for it to close.”
 In November, the governor asked the California Public 
Utilities Commission to hire an independent expert to study 
energy alternatives and scenarios that could ``inform a 
shorter path to closure.’’
 The letter referenced a 10-year timeline for closure 
suggested in 2017.
 Southern California Gas Co., which operates the site, has 
long maintained that Aliso Canyon -- which served more than 
11 million customers and 17 natural gas-fired power plants -- 
is essential to the region’s electrical energy supply. Closing the 
site would result in electrical outages, natural gas shortages 
and potential price spikes if customers were forced to rely on
suppliers outside the service area, according to the company.
 That conclusion has been borne out by a series of prior 
studies, a spokeswoman for the company told City News 
Service.
 ``So far, all of the analyses -- five recent studies, including 
one by the governor’s own Independent California Council 
on Science and Technology -- have determined Aliso Canyon 
is needed to keep energy affordable and reliable in Southern 
California,’’ SoCalGas spokeswoman Christine Detz said.
 ``In the last two months alone, Aliso Canyon has been 
needed on more than two dozen days to help prevent spikes in 
electricity prices and to ensure reliable heat and hot water for 
millions of families across the Los Angeles region.’’
 However, some residents say the site’s continued operation 
puts their health at risk, and a group of Porter Ranch residents 
pushed the board to do more, including setting a 12-month 
deadline for closure.
 After months debating the closure, and just weeks before 
his election, the Valley Voice was the first newspaper assured by 
Newsom, “if elected he will shut down Aliso Canyon.”
 ``We’ve been waiting for this for four years,’’ Matt 
Pakucko, president and co-founder of Save Porter Ranch, told 
the board. ``Without a deadline, it’s just a dream.’’
 Several others asked the board to use its subpoena power 
to force SoCalGas to publish a full list of the chemicals released 
in the 2015-16 gas leak or during efforts to control the leak. 
A lawsuit filed last year by a program manager overseeing 
the CPUC’s Safety Enforcement Division alleged that he was 
exposed to benzene, radon, toluene and formaldehyde.
 The board also took aim at another SoCalGas operation.
 Supervisor Janice Hahn said she was ``nervous’’ about 
a natural gas storage facility in Playa del Rey ``right in the 
middle of a vibrant neighborhood.’’
 She asked that the board’s letter to the governor calling 
for expedited closure of Aliso Canyon include the county’s 
opposition to expanding capacity in Playa del Rey as an offset 
to shuttering the Porter Ranch facility. Based on Hahn’s 
amendment, also approved by the full board, the letter will also 
ask the governor to consider the feasibility of closing the Playa 
del Rey facility.
 The gas leak was discovered at the underground storage 
facility at Aliso Canyon in October 2015 and an estimated 
109,000 tons of methane – the largest methane release in U.S. 
history -- were released before the faulty well was capped 
in February 2016. Thousand of residents in the northwest 
San Fernando Valley were forced out of their homes for 
months during efforts to cap the leak and subsequently clean 
surrounding neighborhoods.
 Restricted operations at Aliso Canyon resumed in late 
July 2017 with the blessing of state regulators, despite a legal 
challenge by Los Angeles County officials.

Aliso Canyon Gas Leak Victims Argue for 
Restitution; No Immediate Ruling

Valley Voice Update

A Superior Court judge heard arguments Jan. 24 in 
Santa Clarita, but did not immediately rule on a 
bid by Porter Ranch-area residents affected by the 

2015-16 Aliso Canyon natural gas leak to receive financial 
restitution for the Southern California Gas Co.’s delay in 
reporting the leak to state regulators.
 Southern California Gas Co. pleaded no contest in 
September 2016 to a misdemeanor count of failing to im-
mediately report the gas leak, which began Oct. 23, 2015, 
and wasn’t capped until mid-February 2016. Three other 
misdemeanor charges -- one count of discharging air con-
taminants and two more counts of failing to report the 
release of hazardous materials – were dismissed as part of 
the deal.
 At the sentencing hearing in November 2016, some 
residents complained that they were left out of the settle-
ment talks between prosecutors and SoCalGas, and they 
were left unable to seek restitution. Last year, a state ap-
peals court panel ruled that residents were entitled to a 
hearing on ``whether petitioners can prove damages from 
the three-day delay in reporting
the leak, as charged in the criminal complaint.’’
 Residents cannot seek restitution stemming from any 
criminal charges against SoCalGas that were dismissed, 
including the release of contaminants into the air, the 

court ruled.
 SoCalGas has insisted there is no basis for restitu-
tion to be paid to residents solely based on the issue of the 
reporting delay.
 Attorneys for the residents, however, argued that 
residents did sustain damages due to the delay, saying 
they could have taken precautions more quickly to pro-
tect themselves.
 ``People are still sick and their homes are still con-
taminated,’’ residents’ attorney R. Rex Parris told re-
porters outside court.
 Judge Maria Cavalluzzi took the matter under sub-
mission and is expected to issue a
ruling in the coming weeks.
 Under its $4 million settlement agreement with pros-
ecutors, SoCalGas was required to install and maintain 
an infrared methane monitoring system at the Aliso Can-
yon site and to retain an outside company to test and cer-
tify that the monitoring system and real-time pressure 
monitors to be placed at each gas well are working prop-
erly.
 The agreement also mandated the hiring of a half-
dozen full-time employees to operate and maintain the 
new leak-detection systems 24 hours a day over three 
years.

 The agreement also called for the company to revise 
and adopt new reporting policies for actual and threatened 
releases of hazardous materials to the appropriate agen-
cies, and mandated training courses on proper notification 
procedures for all of the utility’s employees who work at 
natural gas storage facilities within Los Angeles County.
 The Aliso Canyon gas leak spewed more than 100,000 
tons of methane into the air, making it the largest meth-
ane leak in U.S. history. Residents contend they were also 
exposed to benzene, uranium, crude oil and other cancer-
causing chemicals.
 Health concerns stemming from the gas leak prompted 
thousands of residents to move out of the area into tempo-
rary housing at the expense of the Gas Co.
 Other plaintiff attorneys that were present are Robert 
Kennedy Jr., Brentford Ferreira, and Patricia Oliver.

 The committee, appointed by the Postmaster General, 
meets quarterly to consider subject approvals. Every 
submission since the previous meeting is reviewed and 
considered on the guidelines and criteria established for 
stamp subjects. Once subjects are finalized, the CSAC 
reviews proposed artwork and designs. We have been 
advised that the entire process takes at least THREE 
YEARS. With Kobe’s significant impact on American 
sports and community contributions, we can hope for 
earlier approval. Remember Lao Tzu? He said a “Long 
journey starts with a simple step!”
 Please follow these simple steps to make contact with 
the committee:

 He led the Lakers to five championships. He was a 
fantastic guy to have on your team. 
He once scored 81 points in a game. And in his final 
performance as a Laker, he dropped 60 on the Utah 
Jazz. Sixty in your finale? I don’t care if they’re feeding 
you every pass. Scoring 60 points at age 37 ... is damn 
amazing.
 And Kobe Bryant was amazing.
 He just wasn’t immortal.
 Famous people sometimes ponder what the first 
paragraph of their obituary will feature. Kobe Bryant’s 
should have come 40 or 50 years from now, and should have 
contained a great deal about his life’s accomplishments.
 Instead that obituary now contains as much of how 
shockingly he died as how he lived, and that is a shame. 
There are no words for a man who loses his life and his 
daughter at the same time. No bucket of sadness could 
hold all those tears. 

The Mortal Kobe Bryant

Honoring Kobe with USPS Postage Stamp
 1. Submit your proposal in writing by U.S. Mail. (No 
in-person appeals, phone calls, or emails are accepted).
 2. Include some pertinent information you have on 
Kobe. Include what impact he had on your life.
 3. Mail your Kobe suggestion to: 
 Stamp Department
 Attn: Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee
 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3300
 Washington, D.C. 20260-3501
 Have your family, friends, teachers and their students, 
and others, support our efforts. Help make this a SLAM 
DUNK for Kobe!

 This is the time to look stunned at the frailty of 
life and the unflinching grab of death, even when the 
subjects are so young and strong and blessed and, well, 
unlikely.
 A.E. Houseman’s haunting poem “To An Athlete 
Dying Young’’ starts this way:

 The time you won your town the race  
 We chaired you through the market-place; 
 Man and boy stood cheering by, 
 And home we brought you shoulder-high.

 Now, Kobe Bryant and his daughter go home a 
different way. It’s the wrong way. The tragic way.
 Kobe was once asked by the media to reflect on his 
20 years in the NBA. This is how he answered:
 “How many kids can say growing up that they’ll 
turn pro and play for their favorite team in the world 
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A Must Read

The Story of Two Pillows
By Dennis Prager

In my last column, “Newsweek Hits a New Low,” I 
wrote about Newsweek’s dishonest description of what 
I had said on one of my weekly PragerU “Fireside 

Chats.” A viewer had asked me to respond to a statement 
Anne Frank made in her epic Holocaust diary. Frank said, 
“Despite everything, I believe that people are really good 
at heart.”
 The Newsweek headline, “Conservative Radio Host 
Ridicules Anne Frank,” was simply a lie. In order for 
readers to appreciate the level of mendacity, I had my 
entire response transcribed and placed it in the column.
 A few days later I received a message from Nancy 
Cooper, global editor-in-chief of Newsweek. She emailed 
me her personal cellphone number and asked me to call 
her. I did, and we had a good conversation. She agreed that 
what Newsweek published mischaracterized my remarks 
and corrected both the headline and the article, written by 
deputy editor Benjamin Fearnow.
 She changed the headline to “Conservative Radio 
Host Counters Anne Frank’s View That People Are ‘Good 
at Heart.’”
 In addition, she deleted Fearnow’s sentence 
characterizing me as having mocked Anne Frank. And she 
deleted another Fearnow falsehood: “He also brings up 
Nazi comparisons frequently on his radio program, The 
Dennis Prager Show, to criticize modern Democrats and 
liberals.”
 I told Cooper that in 37 years of radio, I have never 
compared Democrats or liberals to Nazis; Fearnow had 
made that up out of whole cloth.
 In its place, she wrote the truth: “He also brings 
up Nazi comparisons on his radio program, The Dennis 
Prager Show, saying the left ‘cheapens’ Nazi evil by using 
the term to dismiss political opponents or that liberals 
focus on Nazism while failing to acknowledge the horrors 
wrought by Communism.”
 The following notice now appears at the end of the 
article: “Update 1/8, 4:45 p.m. ET: The original headline 
on this story misrepresented Prager’s comments; the 
headline and story have been edited to reflect that Prager 
did not ‘ridicule’ or ‘mock’ Anne Frank but took issue 
with her view.”
 As I wrote to Cooper, “Your attention to this says a lot 
about you and your hopes for Newsweek. Thank you.”
 But the story doesn’t end there.
 First, has Newsweek disciplined Fearnow in any way? 
(I never heard from Fearnow.)
 Second, and more important, the original lie about me 
has taken on a life of its own. It was conveyed on numerous 
left-wing sites.
 Wonkette, under the sarcastic headline “Dennis Prager 
Will Not Be Bullied by Anne Frank,” wrote a deceit-filled 
article about my comments about Anne Frank. At this 
writing, the column is followed by 654 reader comments 
— virtually every one of them repeating the lie started by 
Newsweek and continued by Wonkette.
 There has not been a word on Wonkette about 
Newsweek’s correction.
 The Daily Dot — “conceived as the Internet’s 
‘hometown newspaper,’ focuses on topics such as streaming 
entertainment, geek culture, memes, gadgets and social 
issues, such as LGBT, gender and race,” as Wikipedia 
describes — reprinted the original Newsweek charge.
 There has not been a word on The Daily Dot about 

Newsweek’s correction.
 Under the headline “Dennis Prager on Anne 
Frank: ‘I Don’t Get My Wisdom from Teenagers,’” 
the Patheos website’s Friendly Atheist page wrote, 
“Leave it to right-wing commentator Dennis Prager, 
founder of a fake online ‘university’ ... to dismiss 
Frank’s comment ... because she was a child and 
therefore too dumb to understand anything.”
 There has not been a word on Patheos about 
Newsweek’s correction.
 Inquisitr, which claims 40 million readers a month, 
headlined its disparaging article “Conservative Pundit 
Dennis Prager Ridicules Anne Frank.”
 There has not been a word on Inquistr about 
Newsweek’s correction.
 Democratic Undergound’s headline read, 
“Conservative Radio Host Dennis Prager Ridicules Anne 
Frank.” It features a tweet from @Kokomothegreat 
that has 499 retweets.
 There has not been a word on Democratic 
Underground or from Koko about Newsweek’s 
correction.
 I note all of this to make three points.
 First, as I have said for decades: While truth is 
a conservative value and a liberal value, it has never 
been a left-wing value.
 Second, the left’s primary response to those with 
whom it differs is to smear.
 Third, smears cannot be undone.
 This was brilliantly brought home to me in a 
famous Jewish story I first heard when I was a student 
in yeshiva.
 The tale is told of a Jew in Eastern Europe who 
had slandered his rabbi but soon regretted it. So, he 
went to his rabbi, told him what he had done, sincerely 
apologized and asked the rabbi’s forgiveness.
 “Bring me two feather pillows,” the rabbi 
responded.
 The man did.
 “Am I now forgiven?” he asked.
 “Now cut open the pillows,” the rabbi responded.
 The man had no idea why the rabbi made these 
requests, but deeply wanting the rabbi’s forgiveness, 
he did as he was told.
 “Am I now forgiven?” the man asked.
 “Now let the feathers fly away,” the rabbi 
responded.
 Once again, the man did as the rabbi requested.
 “Am I now forgiven?” the exasperated man 
asked.
 “Just do one more thing,” the rabbi responded. 
“Bring back the feathers.”
 Benjamin Fearnow and the left-wing websites 
cannot bring back the feathers. Nor, apparently, do 
they want to.
 
 (Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated radio talk-
show host and columnist. His latest book, published by 
Regnery in May 2019, is “The Rational Bible,” a commentary 
on the book of Genesis. His film, “No Safe Spaces,” came 
to theaters fall 2019. He is the founder of Prager University 
and may be contacted at dennisprager.com.)

-  Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2020

Newsom Order 
to Address 

Homelessness
Southland leaders hailed Gov. Gavin Newsom’s signing 

of an executive order aimed at prioritizing the issue 
of homelessness and calling for $1.4 billion in funding 

to address it.
 Newsom’s order mandates that by the end February, 
state agencies must develop a strategy to provide resources 
to help house people. It also calls for a $1.4 billion 
allocation to help homeless people throughout California.
 Los Angeles is already expecting to receive $117 
million from the state this year in grant funding for 
homeless assistance.
 Newsom’s executive order will establish the California 
Access to Housing and Services Fund and will require 
the state agencies to make assessments of available land 
assets for housing, and it will create a state homeless crisis 
response team.
   *  *  *

``The state of California is treating homelessness as a real 
emergency because it is one,’’ Newsom said. ``Californians 
are demanding that all levels of government, federal, state 
and local, do more to get people off the streets and into 
services, whether that’s housing, mental health services, 
substance abuse treatment or all of the above.’’
 Of the proposed $1.4 billion budget, $750 million 
will be dedicated to getting people off streets and into 
supportive services ̀ `quickly,’’ according to the governor’s 
office. The money will pay rent for homeless people, 
support areas to create dwelling units and help stabilize 
board-and-care facilities -- with the money proposed to go 
directly to service providers, the governor stated.
 Figures from the most recent Southland homeless 
count found that more than 36,000 people are homeless 
in the city of Los Angeles, an increase of 16% since the 
previous year. Countywide, the homeless population 
jumped by 12% year-over-year to about 59,000.
 This year’s count took place Jan. 21-23 throughout 
the county, and the data will likely be released in the 
summer.

Homeless 
People 

Cleared Out 
in Sepulveda 

Basin
City sanitation crews cleared homeless people and piles of 

debris from about 34 acres of the Sepulveda Basin near 
Encino Creek as part of a continuing cleanup effort in 

the area.
 The basin has been under close scrutiny by the Los Angeles 
Bureau of Sanitation and Environment since fires erupted last 
summer in the wildland area, which is leased by the city from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
 Homeless people have been cleared from the Sepulveda 
Basin in three other areas because it’s designated as parkland 
that closes at dusk and reopens at dawn, and is off-limits for 
camping.
 Sanitation officials have broken the basin’s cleanup into 
separate phases. The first phase focused on areas near the 
Sepulveda Basin Sports Complex, the second was around 
Haskell Creek and the third phase was near Bull Creek.
 The last phase was in an area the public is never supposed 
to enter because it is in 34 acres of a floodplain near Encino 
Creek and can become inundated with water during heavy 
rains, city officials said.
 Crews making their way through the area encountered a 
series of makeshift structures in the area, colloquially known 
as ``The Bamboos,’’ with what appeared to be boards and 
other materials stacked on top of one another, erected within 
the dense forest of palm trees and shrubbery.
 ``The Sepulveda Basin is not made for human habitation, 
and we are the next fire or flood away from losing lives. We 
must do everything in our power to avert that,’’ said City 
Council President Nury Martinez, who represents the district 
in which the encampments are located. ``As the fires and rain 
storms have shown us, it is a major public safety risk to people
living there, people who visit the site for recreational purposes 
and those who live in the surrounding communities. For 
everyone’s sake, it simply cannot continue.’’
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u  RESPONDING TO THE SADDLERIDGE FIRE
Worked through the night to establish evacuation centers and assist with relief. 

u  TRANSIT SOLUTIONS FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
Stands with our community to oppose making busy thoroughfares 

such as Nordhoff  one lane.

u  SUPPORTING LAW ENFORCEMENT TO INCREASE PUBLIC SAFETY 
Secured funding for LAPD’s Devonshire, Topanga, and Valley Traff ic Divisions, 

to get more off icers on the street to address crime. 

u  TACKLING HOMELESSNESS 
Allocated additional funds for the LAPD’s HOPE Team and Bureau of Sanitation 

to get people off  the streets and into housing and 
launch more frequent community cleanups. 

u  WORKING TO SHUT DOWN ALISO CANYON 
Secured funding for LAPD’s Devonshire, Topanga, and Valley Traff ic Divisions, 

to get more off icers on the street to address crime. 

The Only Choice of Our Police and Firefi ghters
VOTE!  ELECTION DAY, MARCH 3RD

� e Independent Voice We Need
DELIVERING FOR THE VALLEY

 Follow us:         @JohnLeeCD12           @john.lee.cd12For more information visit www.johnleecd12.com  | 

VOTE, MARCH 3RD

Paid for by John Lee for City Council 2020, PO Box 7456 Northridge, CA 91327, Additional information is available at ethics.lacity.org

     RE-ELECT
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(Continued from page 7)

Canoga Park Area

Environmentalists 
Call to Clean 

up Former 
Rocketdyne Site

Dozens of environmental activists and residents gathered 
to call on local officials to conduct a ̀ `thorough’’ cleanup 
at the site of the 45-acre former Rocketdyne engine 

manufacturing facility in Canoga Park.
 The protest was led by the organizations California 
Communities Against Toxics and Valley Residents for a Safe 
Environment, which claim to have gathered more than 4,000 
signatures from locals in favor of urging the Los Angeles 
Regional Water Quality Control Board to require additional 
environmental testing at the site and to be conducted by 
following higher
environmental standards.
 The property is currently owned by United Technologies 
Corporation, which is accountable for restoring the soil and 
groundwater to the residential standards, as required by the 
zoning for the site under the Warner Center Specific Plan, the 
organizations argued.
 ``This facility needs to be made safe for future generations 
to live, work, play and pray on,’’ said Jane Williams, the 
executive director of CCAT.
 ``The current proposal fails to deliver on that goal.’’
 The organizations contend that shallow groundwater 
has contributed to ``very high’’ levels of contaminants in soil 
vapor. The site is adjacent to Arroyo Calabasas and Bell Creek, 
and remains ``badly contaminated’’ with trichloroethylene, 
tetrachloroethylene and petroleum hydrocarbons left over 
from decades of rocket manufacturing. Those chemicals are 
cancerous and harmful to pregnant women and children, the 
organizations said.

  *  *  *
 ``United Technologies has worked in close partnership 
with the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
for many years to ensure the proper remediation of the Canoga 
Park property,’’ Michele Quintaglie, a spokesperson for UTC, 
said via email. ``Our priority has always been, and remains 
to be, to work with LARWCB to clean up the property so 
that it can be used for residential purposes, consistent with 
community goals.

CityWatchLA

LA Faces a Crisis of Candidates
By Liz Amsden

2019 welcomed a number of new players vying for open City Council seats. Some are from the Neighborhood Council 
system and have a better-than-average understanding of the city’s political structure, while others are longtime 
activists dedicated to the well-being of their communities. 

 CHALLENGES FOR THE CHALLENGERS 
 Citywide, however, over 34% of candidates who filed petitions were rejected. In CD 14, only 50% of the candidates 
qualified for the ballot. In CD 8, none of the challengers to the incumbent qualified. Something is very wrong with this 
picture. 
 While some candidates may not have put in enough effort, others created hard-working and passionate organizations 
and campaigned actively across their districts only to have significant numbers of their signatures disallowed. To qualify 
for the ballot, City Council candidates either pay a $300 filing fee and can collect up to 1,000 signatures (500 of which must 
be valid); or pay no filing fee and collect up to 2,000 signatures (1,000 of which must be valid). That’s a high threshold 
for people who are not incumbents, who are not affiliated with a political party, or who are not backed by public sector 
unions, special interests, or wealthy benefactors. In contrast, candidates for State Assembly or Congress can qualify with 
just 40 to 60 signatures and a filing fee. 
 A number of other factors emerged that professional politicians and incumbents don’t face. 
 Many of these candidates and their volunteers cannot afford to give up their day jobs, which means that canvassing 
proves difficult after sunset. There are numerous areas of the city which lack sufficient street lighting, and far too many 
others have cracked and damaged sidewalks making it unsafe to canvass after dark. And homeowners are less likely to 
open their doors once the sun sets. 
 This year, the one-month period to collect signatures went across three holidays (Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving and 
the day after Thanksgiving) when it is harder to get volunteers and people are focused 
on family and shopping. This year it included periods of rain and some of the coldest 
November days in the past 30 years. 
 Additionally, over 4,000 violent crimes took place citywide during the 2019 signature 
gathering period – this brings the question: how safe is it to ask candidates and their teams 
to canvass either alone or in pairs, in the dark, in the rain, at night? 
 Rejections were primarily for living in the wrong district or not showing on the rolls 
of registered votes – this is not uncommon since often neighbors are in different districts 
and people can all too easily be removed from or appear on the wrong rolls. An entire sheet 
of signatures can be invalidated because of what to the canvasser appears a minor error. 
 In an election, people can vote provisionally but there are currently no do-over 
provisos here. 
 Incumbents and others who are fixtures on the election circuit have the funds to hire 
professional petition gatherers; they have staffs to take messages; they have connections 
and can self-promote; they can purchase targeted voter files, can host events which attract 
a preponderance of individuals who support them, and they have name recognition value. 

 WHERE DO WE GO FOR CHANGE? 
 A number of those who have qualified for the primaries are actively disliked by the 
voters. In some districts, few candidates remain who could be the game-changers the 
electorate craves. 
 How now do we ensure our leaders are elected to serve our interests, and not those 
with targeted concerns including union managements, oil and gas executives, the water 
barons, and businesses needing cheap labor including fast food joints and sweat shops? 
 We don’t want platitudes and egos; we don’t want business as usual. We want to be 
listened to. We want a change at City Hall that works for us. 
 Do we have to wait another two years and more for these changes, changes that the 
incumbents might not want? Or can we take steps now to mitigate what has happened this 
fall, to level the playing field before the primaries in March? 
 Perhaps lower the standard this time to 400 while other solutions are explored. Score 
people on a bell curve like those we faced in school. 
 But we must do something, or we will lose this opportunity to see new faces and more 
grassroots candidates, at least for these primary elections. 

 This is part of a series based on and inspired by the Budget Advocates’ interviews with 
various Los Angeles City Departments in the fall of 2019. 
 If you have an idea or would like to weigh in on this department, you can send your 
suggestions to me at LizAmsden@hotmail.com or you can contact the Ethics Commission at 
ethics.commission@lacity.org
 
 
 (The Budget Advocates are an elected, all volunteer, independent advisory body charged 
with making constructive recommendations to the Mayor and the City Council regarding the 
Budget, and to City Departments on ways to improve their operations, and with obtaining 
input, updating and educating all Angelenos on the City’s fiscal management.) Prepped for 
CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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(Continued from page 6)

 ``We are committed to ensuring that our efforts are 
in full compliance with all local, state and federal laws and 
regulations,’’ Quintaglie said.
 ``We take seriously our environmental, health and 
safety responsibilities, and look forward to continuing to 
partner with all stakeholders on this matter.’’
 A development that is planned on the former Rocketdyne 
site, The Warner Center 2035 Specific Plan, was adopted by 
the Los Angeles City Council in 2013, which will include a 
mixed-use district for residences and businesses.
 Residents said that UTC is asking the regional water 
board to allow cleanup with more lenient standards than an 
environmental review would require.
 But UTC has asked the board for assistance in cleaning 
up the site. A request by the company to the board shows that 
on July 29, the company submitted an application for such 
efforts.
 ``This site needs to be fully cleaned up to residential 
standards, plain and simple,’’ said Faith Larson, a local 
resident and business owner.
 ``Valley residents should not have to continue living 
next to a property that poses environmental and health risks. 
Environmental regulators should not let UTC off the hook.’’
 The organizations are specifically calling on Los Angeles 
City Councilman Bob Blumenfield, state Sen. Henry Stern 
and Assemblyman Jesse Gabriel to ensure residents do not 
have to live near the contaminated area.

Environmentalists Call 
to Clean up Former 

Rocketdyne Site

CityWatchLA

Resolution for LA City Government: 
Stop ...Lying!

By Kenneth S. Alpern

No, we’re not ignorant or without understanding of the 
political compromises and realities of Downtown or 
other city governments. No, we’re not clueless of the 

imperfect and messy solutions needed to solve intractably-
complex problems. But to City Hall, here’s a good way to 
start the New Year: stop the lying! 
 Stop the lying, stop the gaslighting, and stop the crazy-
making...unless, of course, your goal IS to kick out all the 
remaining Angelenos who DO follow the rules, who ARE 
civically-engaged, and who DO want a quality of life for all 
those who also follow the rules (and pay taxes...lots of taxes) 
to make the City survive and thrive.  
 Because NO, Eric Garcetti, your political future won’t 
stand a chance any more than your predecessor’s political 
future if you continue to run the City into the ground...and 
remember that I was one of those who solidly stood behind 
you when you first ran for Mayor. 
 1) First, reported crime may be going down...but 
actual crime isn’t. And the number of Angelenos witnessing 
and being fearful of crime is going UP. If LAPD Police 
Chief Michel Moore wants to prove he lives in an unfeeling 
bubble, then by all means continue to proclaim this is one of 

the safest times in our history . 
 It’s not just homicides...particularly because many 
once-fatal injuries are no longer fatal. And at least the 
aforementioned article mentions that underreported rapes 
are a huge problem.  
 So YES, it’s not the Crips and Bloods killing each other 
and creating havoc in South L.A. like things once were...but 
the property, vandalism, and violent crimes are out there-
-but with the LAPD standing down on so many crimes it›s 
very easy to report «reduce reported crimes». 
 We’re scared and with good reason, Police Chief 
Moore. Please change your tune, or resign! Or maybe 
liberalize the process for Conceal/Carry Permits, because 
what other choice do we have? 
 2) Second, businesses are NOT surviving and thriving 
so well, particularly because those who have to pay rent and 
employ workers are suffering because they can›t possibly 
contend with either Internet-based businesses or sidewalk-
based «vendors» who can more easily skirt City, County, 
and State fees/taxes. 
 This isn’t a new phenomenon, but unless we like how 
much restaurants and businesses who pay rent have to 

pass on their costs to us, we better focus not on the plight of 
sidewalk vendors as much as try to demand an equal playing 
field for all businesses. It’s not fair, and it’s downright 
economically dangerous to promote those breaking the law 
and hurt those obeying the law.  
 3) Third, Affordable Housing and Homelessness have 
become growth industries in the City of the Angels, with a 
City Hall/Downtown push to promote taxes to «fix» those 
problems rather than actually FIX them. 

  *  *  *

 Everyone throughout the political spectrum has seen 
how Chinese nationals (not Chinese-Americans) have been 
gobbling up much of the Californian real estate supply, and 
driving up prices to boot. 
 And ditto for those “affordable housing” complexes or 
inclusions to new monster developments that overall reduce 
affordable housing--and that includes housing affordable 
for the lower-middle class and middle class. I am, in general, 
NOT a fan of rent control, but what do we do when we don’t 
create incentives to create small homes for the middle class? 
 And ditto for the incentivizing homeless from all 
over the nation to come to the accommodating coastal 
neighborhoods of California without actually treating the 
economic, mental health, and criminal ills that keep people 
homeless--is this all just a way to produce new public-sector 
jobs? 
 So perhaps it’s just a long, long, looooooong wait to elect 
a better Mayor and City Council, and we’ll have to endure 
the finger-pointing at the White House to divert from the 
pathetic mismanagement of government, the environment, 
and the economy right in our own back yard. 
 But if ANYONE on the City Council, the Mayor’s Office, 
or anywhere else that’s empowered from Downtown want to 
make good on a better New Year, just...stop...the...lying! 
 
  *  *  *

Those who can leave are leaving who represent the core 
middle-class citizenry that ALL cities need to thrive and 
survive, leaving only the very rich and poor in our City. 
It’s NOT good, and local government is too-often NOT 
responsive (and that means laws and law-enforcement, not 
just words and “town hall forums”). 
 New Year’s Resolution, anyone Downtown: Just 
stop lying!
  
 (CityWatch Columnist, Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is a 
dermatologist. The views expressed in this article are solely 
those of Dr. Alpern.)
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A Liberal’s View

Hunter Biden, A Liability 
on the Precipice

By Sara Corcoran

Amidst Trump campaign slogans calling for Hunter Biden’s location, one thing is clear. . .we all know 
where Hunter is -- Los Angeles -- and hope he is enjoying his new life in Citywatch’s backyard.
 But in wishing him well, we would be remiss if we did not mention the serious threat he presents to his 

father’s presidential prospects. Hunter Biden (photo above, left) is an unpredictable tracking cookie who 
follows his father’s campaign, displacing bytes of data wherever he travels. Furthermore, he appears to be 
a liability that the campaign or its leader has strongly overlooked in assessing Biden’s chances of winning 
the presidency. Absent a credible strategy to block Hunter’s cookie trail, he will continue to diminish the 
fungibility of his father’s candidacy -- stonewalling or calling members of the audience on the campaign trail 
“damn liars” will just not work. 
 Let me start by saying that I admire Joe Biden as a candidate and public servant. This courageous 
American has dedicated his entire life to the American people both domestically and abroad. He has endured 
unimaginable tragedies which makes his ability to connect with fellow survivors genuine. I do not question 
his patriotism nor his frontrunner status in national and swing-state polling, but I am left feeling very 
uncomfortable that his former partner in the Executive Branch has failed to endorse him. 
 According to some media reports, Obama is not convinced that Biden has what it takes to clinch the 
nomination and beat Donald Trump. Absent the overt and covert blessing of Obama, we are left to infer that 
he knows something about the former Vice President that the general public does not. What can it be? His 
health? His age? Or some secret information that he’s gleaned from classified intelligence reports? 
 While out on the campaign trail, Joe Biden has failed to competently address questions and concerns 
related to his son. While many candidates have previously enjoyed the rule that family is off-limits, in the age 
of Trump and his tweets, this is no more, and candidates must adapt. Nothing is off-limits and everything is 
on the table, including Hunter on a platter. 
 Hunter Biden’s ongoing child support and paternity case illustrate the type of prey that Trump, a known 
carnivore, will pounce on, feasting on every savory morsel of output. If Trump had known that Hunter would 
risk gravely harming his father by engaging in an open-source civil matter, our President would not have 
needed to risk abuse of power and obstruction of Congress by mining for dirt in Ukraine. Trump could 
simply have waited for Lunden Roberts, Biden’s baby momma, to produce a trove of public and humiliating 
documents. 
      *  *  *

 This case cried for a quiet settlement, but for some reason, Hunter first refused to acknowledge 
paternity and then to make steady payments to the child he knew he had helped produce. By his arrogant 
conduct, Hunter managed to anger the judge who has denied a protective order in part and compelled him to 
appear for a deposition in Arkansas in early 2020. Hunter will now be forced to supply five years of financial 
documents (instead of three) which include his time as a Burisma board member, his work in China and who 
knows where else he has been conducting business. These will be made public in redacted form. 
 D & A Investigators, a private, Florida-based company is assisting with the effort of digging up dirt on 
Hunter and has filed a series of salacious documents with the court.
 These allude to a series of criminal investigations that have tenuous links to Hunter at best, but they 
have become part of the court record. More importantly, it is not known who is footing that bill. In all 
likelihood, the T-shirt catchphrase, “Where is Hunter” will soon give way to, “I’ve got the Dirt on Hunter” 
from the Trump campaign. 
 Hunter’s recent claims of poverty, rebuked by the purchase of an upscale home in the Hollywood Hills 
of Los Angeles, does not help his credibility. And though he lives far from Little Rock, it is clear that Hunter 
Biden will have to deal with this now very public proceeding and discovery process. It would have been the 
more prudent move to shield his father, his 18-month-year-old infant, and his newly pregnant wife, Melissa 
Cohen Biden, the pain of a public display by reaching an out of court settlement. 
 In the current political environment, where dirt and kompromat have more value than the actual 
record, the younger Mr. Biden will continue to be an onus to his father’s campaign. Trump has demonstrated 
time and again that he will risk all to mine for valuable “oppo” data. Since it will now be available in plentiful 
supply in Little Rock, Trump won’t have to rely on Ukrainian cutouts. He will soon learn the utility of having 
an open legal proceeding out there for the press to dissect. The current Commander in Chief will benefit 
greatly from the subpoena of Hunter’s financial records, emails, and other communications and he won’t 
even have to show a trace of the clumsy machinations he and Giuliani used in Ukraine. 
 The Biden family must address this unresolved liability head-on even if it involves acknowledging 
wrongdoing and errors of judgment. Candidate Biden cannot plead the loving father, asking no questions 
of his errant son. Hunter can no longer claim his finances are a private matter. There are simply too many 
areas of questionable conduct -- from allegations of shady business dealings and child support obligations. 
Both Bidens need to sit down together for a lengthy, no-holds-barred interview and explain to the American 
people how they erred in the past and how they both intend to behave in the future. If Biden is to be elected 
President, it is the only way to take a step back from the precipice. If successful, they will be able to assuage 
voters’ fears and blunt the onslaught of oppo dirt that Trump and his campaign will keep hurling their way.
  
 (Sara Corcoran writes DC Dispatch and covers the nation’s capital from Washington for CityWatch. She is 
the Publisher of the California and National Courts Monitor and contributes to Daily Kos and other important 
news publications.) Photo: Visar Kryeziu/AP. Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

CityWatchLA

2019 Budget Busting 
Labor Contracts 

Bad News for 
Angelenos in 2020

By Jack Humphreville

In April, Mayor Eric Garcetti submitted his “balanced” budget to 
the City Council.  He also claimed that the City had eliminated the 
Structural Deficit.  

 In May, the Herb Wesson led City Council approved the adopted 
budget, at which time, Paul Krekorian, the Chair of the Budget and 
Finance Committee, crowed,”This is easily the best budget we’ve seen in 
10 years.”  
 After all, the City was experiencing record General Fund revenues 
of $6.6 billion, an increase of over $2 billion (44%) since Garcetti was 
elected mayor.  
 But this fraud on Angelenos was exposed on October 24th when the 
City Administrative Officer’s First Financial Status Report revealed that 
the City’s budget for the current fiscal year was not balanced, but was 
about $200 million in the red.  Furthermore, the City was projecting a 
Structural Deficit over the next four years of an estimated $1.2 billion, a 
material adverse change from the June estimate of a $200 million surplus.  
 Underlying this $1.6 billion adverse swing in the City’s budget over 
the next 4½ years are the new budget busting labor agreements with the 
public sector unions representing the police, firefighters, and selected civilian 
workers where the Mayor and City Council gave away the store, knowing 
damn well that these new contracts would result in a river of red ink.   
 So what’s next, especially given that the City has a huge deficit 
despite record revenues and a robust economy that is showing signs of 
slowing down.   
 A first step would be for the City Administrative Officer to update 
the Four Year Budget Outlook so that we have a better understanding of 
the City’s financial position.  The CAO should also prepare information 
outlining the financial and other terms of the new labor contracts with 
all of the City’s unions.  Importantly, this would include any plans to 
increase the City’s employment levels pursuant to the Service and 
Workforce Restoration Letter of Agreement. 
 The Budget and Finance Committee should then hold extensive 
open and transparent meetings to discuss how the City intends to balance 
this year’s budget and eliminate the $1.2 billion Structural Deficit over 
the next four years. 
 Short term, solutions to balance this year’s budget will most likely 
include “savings” derived from cuts in services (streets, sidewalks, 
parks, urban forest) and in key backbone departments (IT, Personnel, 
EMT) and tapping the City’s already underfunded Reserve and Budget 
Stabilization Funds.  More than likely, the City will put a hold on new 
hiring, a move that will not be well received by the leaders of the City’s 
public sector unions.   
 Longer term, there will be additional cuts in core services and 
possible reductions in the City’s head count which may require difficult 
negotiations with the campaign funding leaders of the City’s unions.  
But this represents a blatant conflict of interest which is why all labor 
negotiations must be conducted in an open and transparent manner. 
 Once again, Garcetti and the City Council are relying on a “Leap 
of Faith” to eliminate the Structural Deficit that is in the range of $200 
to $400 million a year. In this case, they will be promoting the November 
2020 “Split Role” ballot measure that will alter Proposition 13 and allow 
municipalities to tax commercial properties based on their market value 
as opposed to their purchase price.  Needless to say, our friends in City 
Hall will not tell us that this added cost will be passed along to us in higher 
prices.  
 In 2020, the efforts to pay for these union contracts and to balance 
the City’s budget will suck all of the oxygen out of the room and crowd 
out basic services.  At the same time, we will need our hip boots to wade 
through all the garbage and half-truths thrown our way by the Mayor, 
the members of Nury Martinez led City Council, and their spinmeisters. 
 Happy New Year.  May the Dodgers win the World Series.  And 
pray that the economy does not tank.  Otherwise, the spaghetti and 
meatballs will really hit the fan.

 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)
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They say hindsight is 20/20, but what if you were able to look into the future? What would 
you see for your life? Perhaps you’d like to see yourself with a better job or finishing 
school. You might be hoping to be married or to know your children are living blessed 

lives. Maybe you’d like to lose weight, get stronger, or build up your endurance so that you’ll 
be able to run five miles or even a marathon. Perhaps you’ve always wanted to write a book or 
start your own business. Many of us set goals or resolutions for the New Year, but what about 
10 years from now? We’ve entered into a new decade with so much possibility. How 
are you going to reach your goals or attain that which you hope for in the future? 

According to U.S. News & World Report, the failure rate for New Year’s 
resolutions is approximately 80 percent, with most people abandoning their resolve by 
mid-February. How can you be a part of that rare 20 percent who sets goals and goes 
after them with commitment and tenacity? I’m not just talking goals for 2020, but 
for the entire next decade! Your future, your destiny, is in God’s sovereign hand. At 
the same time, the choices you make, your faithfulness and intentionality, are also an 
important component. So, I’d like to offer four steps you can take each and every day 
to ensure that this decade is different—and better—than the last.

Trust in God – In order to finish each day one step closer to your goals, you must 
start the day by determining that you are going to fully trust God…that you will entrust 
Him with everything you will encounter—the good and the bad, all your cares and worries. 
Psalm 33 is a beautiful passage of Scripture that tells of God’s might and trustworthiness. It 
declares that His “Word is right and true, and that He is faithful in all he does” (verse 4). He 
alone is full of unfailing love (verse 5). The Lord made everything, and everything is under His 
command (verses 6-9). He alone can bless our nation (verses 10-12). He alone can save (verses 
16-19). Each morning, declare, “God, you are so worthy 
of my trust. Come what may today, I’m going to trust and 
not get thwarted by something I don’t understand or that 
which may frustrate me. I’m not going to give up today 
because you never give up on me.”

Set Spiritual Goals – Most people focus on the 
physical when setting goals for the future—their weight, 
their fitness, their career or money, or some habit they 
want to break such as smoking or spending less time on 
social media. But how many of us set spiritual goals? Our 
spiritual health sets the foundation for everything else we 
do. Second Corinthians 4:16 says, “Though our bodies are 
dying, our spirits are being renewed every day,” and in 
verse 18, “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal.” What good is it if you obtain your 
dream career, but your spirit is starved of time spent with 
God, your Heavenly Father? What good is it if you’ve 
lost 20 pounds, or can bench press twice as much as you 
could last year, or complete a triathlon, if inside you are 
losing a battle with anger, fear, selfishness, lust, greed, 
or impatience? Spiritual disciplines, like spending time 
every day in prayer and reading the Bible, are far more 
important than physical goals. Let spiritual goals be your 
number-one priority, and the rest will follow. 

Pray – Proverbs 29:18 says, “When people do not 
accept divine guidance, they run wild. But whoever obeys 
the law is joyful.” We must seek God’s will for our lives by 
praying and asking Him what He would have us do each 
day. Are you asking God to show you His plan for your 
life? Proverbs 16:9 says, “In their hearts humans plan 
their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” Are you 

What Is
Your Destiny?

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
praying to God throughout the day? When you are frustrated at work or school, I want to 
encourage you to pray. When you don’t feel like forgiving someone, pray. When you are feeling 
lonely or in need of an accountability partner, pray. When you need help staying the course, 
pray. When you don’t know the next right step or what to do, pray. 

Write it Down – Lastly, write down your God-directed goals and put them somewhere 
you will see every day. Keep the plan in front of you. Read your plan, goals, or resolutions out 

loud each day. With every goal, ask yourself, “What small step am I going to take 
today to reach my goal?” Ask God to help you. I have no doubt that the Lord will 
encourage you and strengthen you to reach your goals that are in accordance with 
His will. He will meet you with abundant love and grace if you mess up, and He is 
honored and glorified when you succeed. So, if you fall short, dust yourself off and 
rejoice because each day carries with it 86,400 seconds—that’s 86,400 chances—to 
begin again.

Your destiny is dependent on a loving God and right choices each day. It’s a 
divine partnership that will lead to a decade you can be proud to look back on and 
clearly see God’s grace and provision every step of the way. “But those who hope in 

the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run 
and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of “Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share 
Your Faith” (available on Amazon) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, which has three 
campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area—Porter Ranch, Woodland Hills, and Agua Dulce. You 
can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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HAPPY HOUR
WE CATER

NoW OpEn!

AuThEnTiC PiT-SmOkEd BbQ, 
An ArRaY Of BeEr AnD WhIsKiEs, 
AnD MoRe!

MoNdAy-FrIdAy
3-6 pm

OuR BbQ, YoUr EvEnT.
Full Service, Delivery, Pick-Up, Any Event.

at The Vineyards

20179 W. Rinaldi Street, Suite 150
Porter Ranch, CA 91326

P  818-341-3000

GESTURES
When you talk

to another person,
just by sharing a “Hello”,

your two worlds meet,
your two worlds connect.
This mutuality I respect.
A nod, a wink, a smile,

a hand wave, a laugh, a word,
are commonplace gestures,

representing positive encounters. 
Each gesture can be the stimulus,

the hair-trigger, used to reveal
another person’s soul.

Each gesture can let out the sunshine
found within the other person’s soul.

© Norman Molesko, 2020
Ambassador For Seniors
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ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

Ilhan Omar and 
Steve King: A 
Tale of Two 

Flamethrowers
By Larry Elder

Eighty-six percent of Democrats consider President 
Donald Trump “racist,” according to a July 2019 
Quinnipiac poll. By contrast, 91% of Republicans 

do not consider him “racist.” Perhaps more disturbing, a 
November 2018 online Axios poll by SurveyMonkey found 
that a whopping 61% of Democrats believe Republicans 
are “racist/bigoted/sexist.” A comparatively small 31% of 
Republicans feel the same way about Democrats.
 For a party that considers Republicans racist/bigoted/
sexist, how do Democrats somehow, someway manage 
to tolerate, if not embrace, Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn? 
For a congressional first-termer, her list of cringeworthy, 
insulting and anti-Semitic remarks is impressive.
 Omar’s latest occurred shortly after Trump authorized 
the drone strike that killed the Iranian terrorist leader 
Qassem Soleimani. Flanked by other Democratic House 
members, Omar said she felt “ill” because “of everything 
that is taking place,” adding: “And I think every time I 
hear ... of conversations around war, I find myself being 
stricken with PTSD. And I find peace knowing that I serve 
with great advocates for peace and people who have shown 
courage against war.”
 Not a word of sympathy for the estimated 1,100 U.S. 
soldiers maimed or killed between 2005 and 2011 by 
explosively formed penetrators, the use of which Soleimani 
oversaw. In response to criticism over her “PTSD” 
comment, Omar, a Muslim refugee from Somalia, tweeted 
in response to Rep. Jim Banks, R-Ind., comments on her 
PTSD: “I survived war as a child and deal with post-
traumatic stress disorder — much like many who have 
served or lived through war. It’s shameful that you as a 
member of Congress would erase the PTSD of survivors.”
 Omar, in 2012, before she became a member of 
Congress, tweeted: “Israel has hypnotized the world, may 
Allah awaken the people and help them see the evil doings 
of Israel.” After her election to Congress, she apologized: 
“I heard from Jewish orgs. that my use of the word 
‘hypnotize’ and the ugly sentiment it holds was offensive. I 
spent ... little energy (in) disavowing the anti-Semitic trope 
I unknowingly used, which is unfortunate and offensive.”
 Then there were her accusations in February 2019 
that supporters of Israel were deluded or bought off. It’s 
“all about the Benjamins baby,” she tweeted. At a town 
hall shortly after that comment, Omar said, “I want to talk 
about the political influence in this country that says it is 
OK for people to push for allegiance to a foreign country.” 
Rep. Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., tweeted, “I am saddened that Rep. 
Omar continues to mischaracterize support for Israel.” 
Omar did not back down, tweeting: “Our Democracy is 
built on debate, Congresswoman! I should not be expected to 
have allegiance/pledge support to a foreign country in order 
to serve my country in Congress or serve on committee. The 
people of the 5th elected me to serve their interest. I am sure 
we agree on that!”
 Omar was dismissive of the seriousness of terror 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. At a March 2019 fundraiser for the 
Council on American-Islamic relations, she said: “Here’s 
the truth: For far too long we have lived with the discomfort 
of being a second-class citizen and, frankly, I’m tired of it, 
and every single Muslim in this country should be tired of it. 
CAIR was founded after 9/11 because they recognized that 
some people did something and that all of us were starting 
to lose access to our civil liberties.”
 “Some people did something”?
 If Republicans have an equivalent to Omar, it is Rep. 
Steve King, R-Iowa. He, too, has compiled an impressive 

(Fake) World War 
Over!!!!

By Michael Reagan

The shortest world war in history is history.
 Did you miss the news?
 I’m talking about the big war between the U.S. and 

Iran that Democrats and the liberal media were hoping and 
maybe even praying would explode in the Middle East last 
month and prevent the re-election of President Trump.
 The war never really happened, though. President 
Trump called it off before it started.
Actually, he never planned a war with Iran or wanted one in 
the first place. But I suspect some desperate Democrats did.
 (It would have been a very short war, too, and the Iranian 
mullahs know it. They are thugs, but they aren’t stupid or 
suicidal, and they now understand the penalty for crossing 
one of Trump’s bright red lines.)
 It’s a cynical thing to say, but a new war in the Middle 
East with Iran was the last hope Democrats had to achieve 
their dream of unseating President Trump.
 The Russian Collusion Hoax was a dud. The Trump 
Recession didn’t happen. Trump didn’t lose the trade war 
with China.
 And impeachment – which Democrats claimed had to 
be hurried through the House because Trump was a mortal 
danger to the Constitution and America’s national security 
– has turned into a prolonged partisan dirty joke with no 
punchline.
 As anyone over 40 knows, or should know, the hysterical 
fear of a Republican president starting World War III is 
nothing new for Democrats and the liberal media.
 It’s the same dumb stuff Democrats tried when my father 
ran for president in 1980, a year after Jimmy Carter abandoned 
the Shah and basically handed Iran over to the mullahs.
 “If you elect that warmonger Ronald Reagan,” they 
claimed, “the first thing he’ll do is turn Iran into a parking lot.”
 And don’t forget, “He’s a dangerous anti-communist just 
itching to start World War III with the Soviets.”
 You’d think the Democrats would have learned something 
when their dire predictions about my father’s foreign policy 
didn’t pan out, but 40 years later fearmongering about war 
and other calamities is still one of their favorite go-to political 
weapons.
 For them the sky is always going to fall the day a 
conservative Republican is elected president.
 Grandma is going to die. The KKK will make a 
comeback. The economy will crash. World War III will start 
at noon on Inauguration Day.
 Another major forever-war didn’t arrive in the Middle 
East because President Trump had the sense not to use 
Iran’s token, face-saving response to the droning of General 
Soleimani as a pretext to level Tehran.
 Once again he has turned out not to be as reckless or 
clueless as deranged Democrats and Rachel Maddow and her 
MSNBC/CNN pals continue to believe he is.
 As long as Donald Trump is president, which looks 
increasingly like it will be until 2024, Democrats and the 
liberal media will see World War III lurking around every 
foreign corner.
 I seriously doubt the president will get us into a real war 
with Iran or anyone else, including North Korea.
 But to make sure WWIII doesn’t start in Iran, House 
Democrats and a few non-interventionist Republicans 
like Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida passed a resolution that 
specifically limits President Trump’s ability to strike Iran 
militarily without first getting the approval of Congress.
 The resolution, which still has to pass in the Senate, is 
highly partisan and largely symbolic.
 Putting a president’s war-waging powers back in their 
proper (but long ignored) Constitutional shackles is never a 
bad thing for Congress to do.
 In this case, though, it’s at least two presidents too late.
 (Michael Reagan is the son of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant, and the author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.”)  -  Jewish World Review 

list of cringeworthy, bigoted comments. Last year, the pro-
life congressman said: “What if we went back through all 
the family trees and just pulled those people out that were 
products of rape or incest? Would there be any population of 
the world left if we did that?” In 2016, he said: “They chose 
to have a Congressional Black Caucus. They chose to have an 
abortion. I would give you even money that a vast majority 
of mothers who say they can’t afford an abortion have an 
iPhone, which costs more.”
 Then came King’s interview with The New York Times 
in which he said: “White nationalist, white supremacist, 
Western civilization — how did that language become 
offensive? Why did I sit in classes teaching me about the 
merits of our history and our civilization?”
 Within days of that comment, House Republicans 
introduced a resolution of disapproval condemning King by 
name, as well as his remarks. Every Republicans voted for it, 
as did all but one Democrat. Republican House leadership 
then stripped King of all his committee assignments.
 By contrast, the Democrats, in response to Omar’s anti-
Semitic comments, passed a watered-down resolution that 
condemned all types of bigotry, including anti-Semitism. 
But the resolution made no specific reference to Omar. And 
it appears that Democratic leadership did not even consider 
stripping her of committee assignments.
 A tale of two flamethrowers. Now which party is “racist/
bigoted/sexist”?
 
 (Larry Elder is a bestselling author and nationally 
syndicated radio talk show host.)
 -  Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2020

Trade Legal Analyst
International Trade Legal Analyst (Latin American Division) 
Wanted: Perform analyses of U.S. and foreign trade law, with 
emphasis in Latin American trade law, provide legal analy-
sis in complex litigation matters involving international trade 
treaties.  Mail resumes to Attn:  Frank Agello, Roy Legal 
Group, 8345 Reseda Blvd., #222, Northridge, CA 91324.  Re-
sume must specifically identify all edu. & exp. relevant to job 
offered.  No phone calls pl.
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Valentine’s Day Senior Dance
 Come out and enjoy Valentine’s Day with 
Councilmember Lee for our Senior Dance, hosted by 
the West Valley Christian Church on Friday, February 
14, 7-9:30 pm, at 22450 Sherman Way in West 
Hills. Organized in partnership with the West Hills 
Neighborhood Council, the dance will also provide a full 
dinner to those in attendance. Please RSVP by February 
7th to secure your place. For more information and to 
RSVP, contact Steve Randall at 818 340 4700 or steve.
randall@westhillsnc.org. 

The Digital Bookmobile
 On Saturday, February 15, from 11:00 am to 3:00 
pm, the Digital Bookmobile will be at the Chatsworth 
Library.  Learn how to borrow e-books and more from 
our library anytime, anywhere with Libby.  The library 
is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276. 

Understanding Compulsive Eating
 On Saturday, February 22nd, 12:30 pm - 1:30 
pm, Mid-Valley Regional Branch will hold a 12-step 
fellowship for compulsive eating. At this event, you will 
be provided with information about what compulsive 
eating is, what it looks like, and how it is an illness. Along 
with achieving a better understanding of compulsive 
eating, you will also come away with an awareness of 
the supports available and an opportunity to begin your 
recovery. More information can be found at https://www.
oabigbooksolutiongroup.org.  The library is located at 
16244 Nordhoff St. in North Hills, 818-895-3650.

Free Movie Matinee
 On Thursday, February 27, at 1:30 PM in the 
Chatsworth Library Community Room there will be a 
free showing of Yesterday.  The movie is sponsored by the 
Friends of Chatsworth Library.  Light refreshments are 
available.  The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street 
in Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Speaker’s Bureau Volunteer Training
  Attend this free volunteer training held by 
Alzheimer’s Los Angeles on Thursday, February 27, at 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm at San Fernando Valley Service 
Center, 21515 Vanowen Street, Suite 120 in Canoga 
Park. Learn how to provide presentations and raise 
awareness in the community about Alzheimer’s disease, 
caregiving, and brain health. Registration is required. 
Please contact Kimiko Kelly at kkelly@alzgla.org or 
323-930-6257 for more information.

 Cover to Cover Book Club
 Join us for our monthly meeting on  Thursday, 
February 27, 6: 00 pm where we will discuss, “Everything 
I Never Told You” by Celeste Ng. Copies of the book are 
available at the Information Desk for check out. The 

Chatsworth Library Book Club
  The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be 
discussing The Tin Horse by Janice Steinberg on February 
5th at 1:30 pm.  The book club meets in the Library 
Community Room on the first Wednesday of the month.  
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street. For 
more information call (818) 341-4276.

Gus’s BBQ Porter Ranch
 Gus’s BBQ Porter Ranch Grand Opening will be on 
Saturday, February 8th, 11 am at 20179 W. Rinaldi Street. 
First 50 guests receive a $15 Gus’s gift card. Second 50 
guests receive a free cornbread. All can enter to win a BBQ 
Feast for 8. 

Community Coffee at Shepherd Church
 Join Councilmember Lee at Pillars Cafe in Shepherd 
Church for a cup of coffee and a discussion on what is 
happening in CD12 on February 10th, 9am to10 a.m. at 
19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch. All community 
members are welcome.

Café Con Pan 
 Councilmember John Lee wants to hear from you! 
Come and share your thoughts over coffee and bread on 
February 10th, 6-7:30 p.m. at Devonshire PALS Youth 
Center, 8721 Wilbur Avenue in Northridge. Please RSVP 
by calling 818-882-1212.

San Fernando Valley Chorale
 Love to sing? The San Fernando Valley Chorale 
offers a unique opportunity to sing and perform with a 
well established and highly regarded community chorale. 
Beginning February 11, we rehearse each Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m. at Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church, 
10000 Sepulveda Blvd. in Mission Hills. New singers are 
welcome to join us as we launch a new season of singing, 
collaborative learning, camaraderie and fun. Call 818-262-
5436 or email sfvchorale@gmail.com for further details.

Northridge Woman’s Club
 The Northridge Woman’s Club will be hosting an 
English high tea on Wednesday February 12 from 12-3:30 
at A touch of Tea, 18401 Lassen Street in Northridge. Cost 
$30. Those interested, please contact Irene Strauss at 818 
344-3333. For new members, contact Joyce Sipes at 818 
429-8468.

CalRTA Meeting
 On February 14th, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA 
meeting will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 
Lassen St. in Northridge. All retired teachers are welcome 
to come join us to hear the latest about your pensions, 
health issues, and more such as scams aimed at retirees, 
plus consider joining us for lunch after the meeting. To 
make lunch reservations, contact Nancy Gohata at (818) 
371-8013.

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.

No faxes, phone calls or mail. 
 

Rachel Reiter, 
Local Events Coordinator

Mid-Valley Regional Branch Library is located at 16244 
Nordhoff St. in North Hills, 818-895-3650.

USA Medicare 101
 Come join us for a free educational workshops 

designed to educate seniors on the complexities of 
Medicare planning, Thursday, February 27, 1:00 p.m. - 

2:00 p.m. at Mid-Valley Regional Branch Library, 16244 
Nordhoff St. in North Hills, 818-895-3650. 

Seated Exercise Classes
 The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The DVD 
classes alternate between stretching, yoga, and strength 
training.  The library is located at 21052 Devonshire 
Street in Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 
341-4276.

Valley Trailers
 The Valley Trailers Square Dance Club invites you 
to join their new class of modern square dancing starting 
on Tuesday, March 10th.  Arrive at Wilkinson Center, 
8956 Vanalden, in Northridge, around 6:45 pm to register.  
New dancers accepted on 3/10 and 3/17.  Your first class is 
free, $7.00 thereafter.  For more info, call Linda 805-231-
6171 or Don 818-360-8750.

Chatsworth Neighborhood Council
 Fed up with crime, overdevelopment, homelessness, 
and potholes? Have an active voice if you live, work, 
own property, board a horse or have a substantial and 
ongoing participation in the City of Los Angeles within 
the Neighborhood Council’s boundaries. That qualifies 
you as a Chatsworth stakeholder, and you can run for 
one of 11 seats on the board. For more information, visit 
Chatsworth Neighborhood Council home page, https://
www.chatsworthcouncil.org. Voting will be March 21 at 
the Chatsworth Train Depot.

Day of the Horse Celebration
 CD12 Councilmember John Lee proudly presents 
The 17th Annual Chatsworth Day of the Horse Celebration 
on Sunday, March 29, 11 am to 3 pm at Stoney Point 
Ranch, 10861 Andora Avenue in Chatsworth. For more 
information, contact Dorothy Allison at 818 727 0956 or 
Marina Mackie at 818 314 1104.
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OPEN SUNDAYS 'TILL 9PM - GET IT TODAY, NO CREDIT NEEDED!
HURRY IN! SALE ENDS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH AT 9PM!

SALE

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card 
from 2/4/2020 to 2/17/2020. Equal monthly payments 
required for 60 months. Ashley Furniture does not require 
a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges 
are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

HUNTINGTON BEACH - NOW OPEN! 7212 Edinger Ave., 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
657-237-7595

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. 
No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 12 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion 
length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. 
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise 
is delivered. Subject to credit approval.

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, Hot Buys, floor models, clearance items, sales 
tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress and box springs are subject 
to a $10.50 per unit CA recycling fee. †Subject to availability. Order must be entered by 4 PM. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC., many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the 
same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture 
may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2020 Ashley 
HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: February 4, 2020. Expires: February 17, 2020.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. 
No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be 
rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit 
approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. 
If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other 
balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

NOW ONLY

NOW ONLY
YOU SAVE

YOU SAVE

Reg. Price $799.99

Reg. Price $1349.99

KANOSH Steel 
Sofa and Loveseat

$39999

$5999950%
56%

HERMISTON 
Walnut
Rocker Recliner

DOORBUSTERS!


