
Covering Porter Ranch, Northridge, Granada Hills, Chatsworth, and Valley Communities West of the San Diego Freeway

Volume 16, Number 2 5781  February, 2021

YOUR Award-Winning
Local Newspaper

     FREE
Everywhere

(Continued on page 3)

Find Us 24 Hours a Day at:
www.evalleyvoice.com

Recall Advances

Two Years Later, 
Newsom Has 

Failed on
Oil and Gas
Time to Close
Aliso Canyon

By Alexandra Nagy
 (Editor’s note to Gov. Newsom. There is a 50-50 chance 
you may be recalled from office. Signatures are being gathered 
until March 17, 2021. The charges are long: poor leadership 
in the COVID crisis; malfunctioning state agencies; high unemployment, home-
lessness; high taxes; loss of major companies to other states, and much more. 
Perhaps the worst betrayal is your continued support of the state’s oil and gas 
companies, covered below. It appears now is the time to shut down Aliso Canyon. 
Your political health and future depends on it!)

It’s been two years since Gavin Newsom was elected California’s Governor, and the Golden 
State’s outlook on climate and the environment has never been grimmer. Despite bold 
promises, Newsom has failed to protect California’s air, water, soil, and people, instead, 

marking his two-year anniversary with repeated scandals and crises.
	 Amid	climate-fueled	mega-fires,	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	uprisings	for	racial	justice,	
Newsom	has	remained	fiercely	loyal	to	oil	and	gas	profits,	willingly	putting	Californians	—
and our collective future on the chopping block. He has been tested and, unfortunately, found 
severely wanting.
 We must hold Governor Newsom accountable for abysmal failures on oil and gas, and 
Aliso Canyon.
	 In	2019,	Newsom	shocked	environmentalists	when	data	showed	he	issued	more	oil	and	gas	
permits	than	Governor	Brown	had	during	his	final	year	in	office.	Newsom,	who	campaigned	
on banning fracking and stopping unsafe drilling practices, did the exact opposite.
	 In	 July,	 Newsom	 came	 under	 fire	 after	 Consumer	Watchdog	 revealed	 top	 CA	 oil	
regulators	were	making	money	off	the	oil	corporations	receiving	new	fracking	permits	—	the	
top	company	being	Aera	Energy.	Meanwhile,	the	Chevron	Cymric	Oil	Spill	boldly	underlined	
the	devastation	the	oil	industry	can	wreak	from	just	one	failure	as	thick	crude	leaked	for	113	
days	in	Kern	County.	Feeling	the	pressure	from	both	crises,	Newsom	fired	the	top	oil	and	gas	
regulator and issued a de-facto moratorium on fracking permits that same month.
 But the fracking moratorium didn’t last long. Two weeks into California’s lockdown as 
the world soared past one million coronavirus cases, Newsom quietly lifted the moratorium 
and issued 24 new fracking permits. This was the beginning of a pattern. For the rest of 2020, 
Newsom issued fracking permits when we were the most distracted.
 The Governor quietly approved 12 permits days after George Floyd’s murder, 
and	another	12	right	before	the	July	4th	holiday.	Both	Aera	Energy	and	Chevron,	the	same	
two	companies	put	on	notice	the	year	before,	directly	benefited.	In	total,	with	more	approvals	
happening	over	Thanksgiving,	Christmas,	and	New	Years’,	Newsom	approved	83	fracking	
permits in 2020 for 608 individual fracking events, according to state regulators at CalGEM 
(California Geologic Energy Management Division).
	 And	 that’s	 just	a	 taste	of	Newsom’s	disregard	 for	environmental	 justice	and	climate	

protections. Since being elected, Newsom has approved 7,625 oil and gas well permits.  
NewsomWellWatch.com reports 40% of those were approved in 2020 alone (and totals will 
go up once the fourth quarter can be calculated). Despite his initial moratorium on fracking, 
Newsom now insists he lacks the authority to prohibit fracking or stop new oil and gas 
permits.	In	fact,	he	does	have	the	authority.	It	appears	he’d	prefer	to	keep	his	oil	friends	
happy, especially as he heads into a tumultuous election season.
	 Newsom’s	 loyalties	 have	 proven	 controversial,	 especially	 when	 he	 broke	 COVID	
protocols	to	attend	a	$350	per	plate	birthday	party	for	longtime	best	friend	and	Aera	Energy	
lobbyist	Jason	Kinney	at	The	French	Laundry.	On	top	of	that,	Newsom	just	appointed	a	new	
Chief	of	Staff,	Jim	DeBoo,	with	strong	financial	connections	to	Chevron.	It’s	no	wonder	these	
two oil companies are scoring big as their lobbyists are close to Newsom while the pandemic 
continues to assault Californians.
 Setbacks from oil wells could save lives today, especially during a pandemic
 Newsom has also failed his pledge to stop unsafe oil drilling in California, which is already 
an empty assurance, considering the continuously mounting evidence that all oil and gas is 
unsafe.	Haven’t	our	fossil-fueled	climate	apocalypse,	record-setting	mega-fires,	and	auburn	
skies	 proved	 that	 point?	Oil	 and	 gas	 drilling	must	 be	 phased	 out.	Today,	 environmental	
justice	communities	are	asking	for	a	sensible	2500-foot	setback	between	existing	oil	wells	and	
the spaces where people live, work, and play. Drilling next door is even deadlier now that 
California	is	struggling	to	survive	COVID.	The	virus	kills	someone	every	thirty	seconds	in	
the U.S., and Harvard studies show the death rate is exasperated by even a small increase in 
particulate	matter	—	exposure	that	comes	from	fossil	fuel	pollution.	The	toxic	emissions	of	oil	
drilling next door to homes, schools, hospitals, and churches are literally a death sentence for 
our communities. Yet Gavin Newsom refuses to act.
	 Last	year,	it	seemed	like	Newsom	was	finally	paying	attention.	In	November	2019,	he	
issued	a	press	release	that	called	for	the	state	to	make	new	rules	on	oil	and	gas	setbacks.	It	
kicked off a draft rule making process that included seven public hearings in English and 
Spanish.	With	our	allies	at	Last	Chance	Alliance,	Food	&	Water	Watch	collectively	submitted	
40,000	 public	 comments	 supporting	 2500-foot	 setbacks.	 Over	 a	 year	 later,	 nothing	 has	
happened	but	more	delays.	Regulators	have	dragged	their	feet,	while	the	lives	of	7.37	million	
Californians living within a mile of an oil well are threatened.
	 FAILED	PROMISES	ON	ALISO	CANYON
 The SoCalGas Aliso Canyon gas storage facility in the north San Fernando Valley near 
Porter	Ranch	was	home	to	the	worst	gas	blowout	in	U.S.	history,	spewing	100,000	metric	
tonnes	of	methane	for	four	months	and	displacing	more	than	8,000	families.	People	and	pets	
got sick and died during this public health and ecological disaster and are still sickened today 

‘Uncle Tom’ Blacklisted by Hollywood
By Larry Elder

Actor	Ben	Affleck	once	explained	why	he	found	it	difficult	to	watch	Republican	actors	on	
screen.	“It’s	...	hard,”	explained	Affleck,	“to	get	people	to	suspend	disbelief.	...	When	I	
watch	a	guy	I	know	is	a	big	Republican,	part	of	me	thinks,	I	probably	wouldn’t	like	this	

person	if	I	met	him,	or	we	would	have	different	opinions.	That	(expletive)	fogs	the	mind	when	
you	should	be	paying	attention	and	be	swept	into	the	illusion.”
	 This	likely	explains	why	“Uncle	Tom,”	the	documentary	on	which	I	worked	as	executive	
producer,	gets	no	love	from	the	lists	of	best	documentaries	of	2020.	A	critical	and	financial	
success	by	any	measure,	the	gross	earnings	of	“Uncle	Tom,”	so	far,	exceed	seven	times	its	cost	
and	counting.	It	recently	became	available	on	iTunes,	Amazon	Prime	and	Walmart	online,	as	
well as on store shelves.
	 Former	CBS	reporter	Sharyl	Attkisson	recently	wrote	about	the	film’s	snub	with	the	
headline:	“Censored:	Larry	Elder’s	‘Uncle	Tom’	film.”	But	the	Hollywood	trade	publications	
Variety and Hollywood Reporter? Silence.
	 The	Chicago	Tribune’s	John	Kass,	a	political	writer,	wrote	a	piece	headlined	“What	
Frightens	the	American	Left:	Larry	Elder’s	New	Documentary	‘Uncle	Tom.’”	Kass	writes:	
“Is	there	anything	more	frightening	to	the	American	political	left	and	their	high	media	priests	
of the woke world than Black Americans who think for themselves and refuse to kneel? ... And 
so,	they	are	demeaned	by	Democratic	politicians	and	either	ignored	outright	or	marginalized	
as	race	traitors,	sellouts	and	‘Uncle	Toms.’	It’s	a	way	to	humiliate	them,	shut	them	up,	and	
cancel them. And the party’s handmaidens of the media play along. But that’s one reason 

why	Larry	Elder’s	stunning	new	film,	‘Uncle	Tom:	An	Oral	History	of	the	American	Black	
Conservative,’	is	so	important,	especially	now.”
	 The	“best”	documentary	films	of	2020	ignores	“Uncle	Tom,”	despite	an	IMDb	viewer	
rating	higher	than	any	on	the	lists	—	in	most	cases,	far	higher.	(IMDb,	the	Internet	Movie	
Database	website,	assigns	films	a	rating,	from	one	to	10,	based	on	viewers’	reviews.)
	 First,	Polygon’s	list:	1)	“Dick	Johnson	Is	Dead,”	7.5	(IMDb	rating);	2)	“Bloody	Nose,	
Empty	Pockets,”	7.3;	3)	“Welcome	to	Chechnya,”	7.9;	4)	“Collective,”	8.4;	5)	“You	Don’t	
Nomi,”	6.7;	6)	“The	Go-Go’s,”	7.5;	7)	“Mucho	Mucho	Amor,”	7.2;	8)	“I	Am	Greta,”	5.2;	9)	
“Mayor,”	7.5;	10)	“City	Hall,”	7.3.
	 Finally,	 there’s	 IndieWire,	 an	 independent	 film	 website	 whose	 2020	 “best	 of”	 list	
(unranked	and	listed	alphabetically)	also	ignores	“Uncle	Tom.”	
	 Not	a	single	film	on	these	three	lists	achieved	an	IMDb	rating	of	8.5	or	more.	Not	one.	
“Collective”	registered	the	highest	at	8.4.	How	did	“Uncle	Tom,”	again,	shut	out	on	two	lists,	
rate	on	IMBD?	8.9.	Not	a	typo:	8.9.
	 Finally,	of	the	last	10	Oscar	winners	for	Best	Documentary,	none	has	a	higher	IMDb	
rating	than	“Uncle	Tom.”	None.	Only	one	matched	its	8.9	rating.	See	you	at	the	Academy	
Awards?
 
 (Larry Elder is a bestselling author and nationally syndicated radio talk show host.) 
-  Creators Syndicate



In the midst of stress, worry, trials, fear, and uncertainty, how can we obtain the 
abundant	 joy	 that	God	promises	 throughout	 the	Bible	 to	 those	who	 love	Him?	
Truly	 possessing	 joy	 and	 peace	 seems	 almost	 impossible	 in	 these	 tumultuous	

times, doesn’t it? But in reality, facing troubles in this life is nothing new. The Book 
of	James	 in	 the	New	Testament	 tells	us	 that	 troubles	are	 inevitable:	 “Consider	 it	
pure	joy	my	brothers	whenever	you	face	trials	of	many	kinds.”	It	doesn’t	say	
“if”	you	face	trials—it	says	“whenever”	you	face	trials	of	many	kinds.		

It	is	true	that	some	trials	are	big,	and	some	are	small.	Some	are	fender	
benders and some are head-on collisions. Some people lose their wallets, and 
some	people	lose	their	business.	Some	people	lose	their	keys;	some	people	lose	
their	loved	ones.	Some	people	suffer	a	heartache;	some	people	suffer	a	heart	
attack.	Some	people	wait	 in	a	 long	 line	at	 the	DMV;	some	people	wait	 in	a	
long	line	for	an	organ	transplant.	Trials	come	in	all	different	shapes	and	sizes.

Unavoidable loss, lack of provision, stress, oppression, and opposition 
are	all	unfortunate	and	inevitable	parts	of	life—especially	for	the	Christian.	
Any	time	a	person	chooses	to	follow	Jesus	Christ	and	takes	a	stand	for	God’s	
Word, he or she is actually going to have more problems because the world 
will	 take	 a	 stand	 against	 that	 person.	Perhaps	 you	 feel	 like	David	 in	Psalm	
69:1-2	when	he	wrote,	“Save	me,	O	God,	for	the	floodwaters	are	up	to	my	neck.	I	
sink	in	the	miry	depths	where	there	is	no	foothold.	I	am	in	deep	water	and	the	floods	
overwhelm	me.”	If	that	is	the	situation	you	find	yourself	in	today,	I	have	good	news	
for	you—and	it	comes	from	God’s	Word	through	three	important	principles:

 1.	JOYFULLY	ALLOW	THE	PROCESS	TO	RUN	ITS	COURSE.	God has 
a plan for your life, though life is full of challenges. As you go through stressful 
times,	remember	that	there	is	a	process	that	must	take	place.	In	fact,	James	says	to	
joyfully	allow	the	process	to	take	place.	He	writes	in	James	1:2,	“Consider	it	pure	
joy,	my	brothers	and	sisters,	whenever	you	face	trials	of	many	kinds	because	you	
know	that	the	testing	of	your	faith	produces	perseverance.”	Pure	joy	is	not	an	out-
ward	expression	of	elation.	Pure	joy	is	an	inward	contentment	knowing	that	God	is	
at work. He is developing something in you: perseverance. So, if He allows the trial 
because He wants us to develop perseverance, the question is, “Why does God want 
me	to	develop	perseverance?	Why	does	He	want	me	to	learn	to	persevere?”	Well,	
verse	four	tells	you:	“Perseverance	must	finish	its	work	so	that	you	will	be	mature,	
not	lacking	anything.”

WOULD	YOU	LIKE	TO	BE	IN	A	POSITION	WHERE	YOU	LACK	NOTHING?	
Well, the only way you get in the position where you lack nothing is if you become ma-
ture and complete. The only way you can become mature and complete is if you learn 
to persevere. The only way you’re going to learn perseverance is to go through a trial 
of some kind. Therefore, it sounds as though experiencing trials in life is a must. As 
it	has	been	said	before,	don’t	allow	troubles	to	make	you	bitter;	allow	them	to	make	
you	better.	And	you	do	this	with	the	proper	perspective	and	attitude	that	James	talks	
about:	joy.	
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Abundant Joy in the Abundant Joy in the 
Midst of Stressful TimesMidst of Stressful Times

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
-  Shepherd of the Hills

 2.	 PRAYERFULLY	ASK	 GOD	 FOR	WISDOM	AND	 STABILITY.	 	 James	
1:5	 says,	 “If	 any	 of	 you	 lacks	 wisdom,	 you	 should	 ask	 God,	 who	 gives	 generously	
to	 all	without	finding	 fault,	 and	 it	will	be	given	 to	 you.”	This	means	 that	whenever	
you’re	going	through	a	difficult	time,	pray	and	ask	God	for	wisdom	to	know	what	to	
do. Through prayer, you have access to the Creator God of the universe who is all-

knowing, all-powerful, ever present, good, awesome, and loving. Why not 
ask Him for wisdom in the situation you are currently facing? Sometimes 
our	prayers	can	be	selfish,	but	James	says	here	that	if	you	ask	for	wisdom,	
God	will	 give	 it	 to	you	generously	and	without	finding	 fault.	There’s	one	
catch	to	asking	God	for	wisdom,	according	to	verse	six.	James	says,	“But	
when	you	ask,	you	must	believe	and	not	doubt.”	When	you	come	to	a	fork	
in	the	road,	and	you’re	thinking,	Oh	what	should	I	do?	God	wants	you	to	
make the right decision. And not only does God want you to make the right 
decision,	but	He	also	wants	to	help	you	make	the	right	decision.	Just	like	a	
good parent, God has a wealth of wisdom He wants to share with you. He 
looks at all of us running around stressed and confused, and He wants us 

to	come	to	Him	for	wisdom,	joy,	and	peace—believing	that	He	will	do	 it.	God	
will give you and me these spiritual gifts generously, if only we’d take the time to ask 
(pray).

 3.	 FAITHFULLY	PERSEVERE	WHILE	FOCUSING	ON	THE	ULTIMATE	
PRIZE.		If	all	you	do	is	look	at	the	problems,	you’re	not	going	to	make	it.	The	only	way	
you’re	going	to	get	through	difficult	times	is	by	focusing	on	the	ultimate	prize.	James	
1:9	addresses	those	who	are	in	“humble	circumstances.”	Are	you	hurting	right	now?	
You’re in a humble circumstance. Are you stressed out right now? You’re in a humble 
circumstance. Are you in the midst of a trial? Have you recently lost a loved one? Have 
you	lost	your	job?	Have	your	children	gone	astray?	Have	you	lost	it	all?	James	says	
you actually ought to take pride in such a high position. Why? Because God is about 
to	 show	up.	The	 same	God	who	delivered	Moses	and	 the	 Israelites,	Gideon,	Daniel,	
Lazarus,	and	countless	others	is	about	to	deliver	you!	James	1:12	says,	“Blessed	is	the	
one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 
the	crown	of	life	that	the	Lord	has	promised	to	those	who	love	him.”	And	1	Peter	1:7	
says	we	ought	to	rejoice	in	these	trials	because,	through	them,	our	faith	will	be	proven	
genuine—and	of	greater	worth	than	gold!	May	you	persevere	by	staying	focused	on	
the	prize	and	know	that	God	is	preparing,	maturing	you,	and	blessing	beyond	what	
you	could	ever	hope	or	imagine!	

 
 Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to 

Share Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of 
Shepherd Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can 
watch services online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

Get A
Flu Shot.
Take A
Covid
Test.
Be A Super-Spreader
Of Hope.

Wait where you want. Join the virtual line.
ExerVirtualLine.com

ExerUrgentCare.com

• No appointment necessary
• Open 7 days a week from 9am to 9pm*
     (Last patient registered at 8:30pm)   *Excludes Playa Vista

The Masks We Wear
By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,

Temple Ahavat Shalom

Towards	the	end	of	this	month	in	February,	Jews	will	be	celebrating	the	holiday	
of	 Purim.	 	 Some	would	 describe	 it	 as	 Jewish	Halloween.	 	We	 dress	 up	 in	
costumes and eat treats. The treat is not a candy bar, but rather a triangle 

shaped cookie called a hamenstashen.  The name comes from the villain of the 
Purim	story,	Haman,	who	was	described	as	wearing	a	three	cornered	hat.		

	 The	story	of	Purim	is	found	in	the	Biblical	book	of	Esther.		In	the	story,	
Haman	convinces	the	King	to	enact	a	decree	to	kill	all	of	the	Jews	in	his	city	of	
Shushan.	 	Little	does	 the	king	know,	but	his	own	new	bride,	Esther,	 is	Jewish.		
Through a series of parties and with the guidance of her uncle, Mordechai, Esther 
reveals	 that	 she	 is	 Jewish.	 	 The	 story	 concludes	 with	 everything	 being	 turned	
around	on	Haman.		Instead	of	the	Jews	hanging	in	the	gallows	that	Haman	built,	
Haman is sentenced to death.

	 One	reason	Jews	dress	up	 for	Purim	 is	 to	 just	have	 fun.	 	But	another	
reason	is	found	within	the	story	itself.		In	the	story,	all	of	the	characters	are	hiding	
aspects	of	their	identity.		Esther	is	hiding	that	she	is	a	Jew.		Haman	is	hiding	his	
true intentions in enacting laws and manipulating the king.  Mordechai is behind 
the scenes guiding Esther, but never showing his machinations in public.  The only 
person who does not wear a mask is the king who is portrayed as a fool, but in the 
end	of	the	story	is	shown	to	be	an	ally	of	the	Jews.

	 The	story	reveals	a	truth	about	each	one	of	us.		Prior	to	Covid,	you	could	
say we all wore metaphorical masks.  There is an image that each of us wants to 
portray	to	the	world	-	a	life	of	confidence,	meaning	and	significance.		We	look	at	
other people and think that they have it all together and that we, as individuals, 
are suffering in silence.  But then, we too put on our masks and hide what we are 
feeling on the inside.

	 The	Purim	study	guides	us	that	we	all	wear	masks.		We	all	cover	up	what	
we are feeling and portray something different to the outside world.  Rather than 
being surprised, we should acknowledge that this is the reality.  The goal is to get 
behind the mask.

 So, how do we do that?
 We act like Queen Esther.  We remove our own masks and share ourselves 

authentically.		It	takes	courage	to	live	authentically.		So	when	we	experience	that	
moment when another person shares themselves, we need to be open and accepting.  

 Now, in this time, as we all wear masks to keep us safe, let us not forget to 
take off our metaphorical masks and celebrate our authentic selves.
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The Weight is Over!
If you’re ready to lose weight for good,

I’ve got a solution for you.

• 10 years ago I said goodbye to yo-yo dieting and 
have since shown thousands of others how to do the 
same. If you’re ready to take control of your weight, 

let me help you too.

• My one-on-one program works because we get to 
the root of why you’re overeating.  Plus, I provide 
you with support and accountability at every step on 

your journey.

Schedule a no obligation Zoom
Mini Session where I’ll help you uncover your 

thoughts, recognize how they may be holding you 
back, and create the results you want.  

“Brockovich’’ Attorney’s
Firm Shutting Down

The	brother	of	well-known	civil	plaintiffs’	attorney	Tom	Girardi	filed	a	petition	in	federal	
bankruptcy court seeking appointment as his sibling’s guardian, maintaining that the 
81-year-old lawyer is mentally incompetent.

	 Girardi’s	firm	has	been	active	representing	many	plaintiffs	in	the	Aliso	Canyon	litigation.
 Seal Beach dentist Robert Girardi says in his court papers that his sibling does not 
comprehend	the	extent	of	the	legal	and	financial	problems	before	him,	the	Los	Angeles	Times	
reported.
	 Girardi’s	longtime	Wilshire	Boulevard	law	firm,	Girardi	&	Keese,	has	collapsed	amid	
numerous allegations that he misappropriated millions of dollars of money belonging to his 
law	firm	clients	and	failed	to	pay	creditors.
	 A	federal	judge	in	Chicago	froze	Girardi’s	assets,	finding	that	he	had	misappropriated	
at least $2 million in client funds that were due to families of people killed in a plane crash in 
Indonesia.
 Girardi also is involved in divorce proceedings with ``Real Housewives of Beverly 
Hills’’	cast	member	Erika	Jayne,	to	whom	he	has	been	married	since	1999.	He	has	appeared	
alongside his wife on her Bravo series on several occasions.
	 In	a	sworn	declaration,	Robert	Girardi	said	his	older	brother	has	short-term	memory	
loss, The Times reported.
	 ``My	 brother	 is	 incapable	 of	 realizing	 and	 understanding	 the	 repercussions	 of	 the	
bankruptcy	 filings	 pending	 against	 him	 and	 his	 law	 firm	 ...	 notwithstanding	 having	 (it)	
explained to him over and over and by various people,’’ his declaration reads. ̀ `Furthermore, 
my	 brother	 is	 not	 capable	 of	 making	 rational	 decisions	 with	 respect	 to	 his	 financial	
responsibilities and offers solutions and opinions that are factually impossible.’’
	 Tom	Girardi	in	1970	became	the	first	attorney	in	California	to	win	a	major	award	in	a	
medical	malpractice	case,	and	is	known	for	a	landmark	case	against	Pacific	Gas	&	Electric	
Co. over contaminated water in the desert community of Hinkley, which was the inspiration 
for	the	2000	film	``Erin	Brockovich.’’
	 He	was	the	lead	plaintiff’s	attorney	when	the	Los	Angeles	Dodgers	were	found	partially	
liable	in	July	2014	in	the	2011	Dodger	Stadium	parking	lot	beating	of	Giants	fan	Bryan	Stow,	
who was awarded nearly $18 million in damages.

Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council

Election News
April 2021 is election season for the Neighborhood Councils. We hope that you will 

consider	joining	us	on	the	board	and	help	make	a	difference	in	our	community	and	in	
the	city	of	Los	Angeles.

	 Neighborhood	Councils	(of	which	there	are	99	total)	are	part	of	the	Los	Angeles	City	
government, and have annual budgets funded by taxpayer dollars. Neighborhood Council 
board	members	are	City	officials	who	are	elected	by	the	members	of	their	local	communities,	
but they donate their time as volunteers.
	 Learn	 More	 About	 How	 to	 Run	 for	 1	 of	 6	 Board	 Seats.	 Candidate	 filing	 is	 now	
open: https://prnc.org/run-seat-prnc-2021  -  Submitted by Becky Leveque

UCLA Receives Record 
Number Of Admission

Applications
UCLA	received	the	largest	number	of	applications	for	fall	admission	in	its	history,	with	

freshman applications surging 28% over the previous year and padding the school’s 
boast	as	the	most	applied-to	university	in	the	nation,	officials	announced.

	 According	to	the	university,	nearly	139,500	freshman	applications	were	received	for	the	
fall	semester,	up	from	109,000	last	year.	They	included	a	48%	jump	in	applications	from	Black	
students,	while	Latino	applications	increased	by	33%.
 Transfer applications from community college students increased by 10% from the 
previous year, reaching nearly 28,500.
	 ``These	 significant	 increases	 are	 partly	 the	 result	 of	 our	 robust	 outreach	 efforts	 and	
our	 partnerships	 with	 high	 schools	 and	 community-based	 organizations,	 particularly	 in	
underserved	 communities,’’	 said	 Youlonda	 Copeland-Morgan,	 UCLA’s	 vice	 provost	 for	
enrollment	management.	̀ `But	we	also	recognize	that	the	removal	of	standardized	testing	as	a	
requirement for admission played a role in these substantial increases.’’
	 Standardized	tests	were	pulled	as	a	requirement	in	response	to	challenges	presented	by	
the	COVID-19	pandemic.
	 The	surge	in	applications	seen	by	UCLA	was	reflected	across	the	University	of	California	
system, which saw a 16% increase in applications.
	 ``Our	record	number	of	applications	is	a	testament	to	the	resilience	of	students	and	their	
families	as	well	as	 their	undeterred	 focus	on	higher	education,’’	UC	President	Michael	V.	
Drake said. ̀ `Californians continue to see us as the pathway for a better future.’’
	 Overall,	 the	UC	 system	 received	 a	 total	 of	 249,855	 applications	 --	 203,700	 freshman	
applications and 46,155 transfer applications.
	 UCLA	will	notify	freshman	applicants	of	admission	decisions	by	April	1,	and	admitted	
students	will	have	until	May	1	to	actually	enroll.	Prospective	transfer	students	will	be	notified	
by	April	30	of	admission	decisions,	and	admitted	students	will	have	until	June	1	to	commit.

Newsom Has Failed
from	the	field’s	daily	emissions.
	 Time	and	time	again	Newsom	promised	community	members,	especially	fierce	moms	Jane	
Fowler and Deirdre Bolona, that he would expedite the shutdown of this dangerous facility. 
Two	years	into	his	term,	SoCalGas	has	instead	ramped	up	use	of	Aliso	Canyon	by	3000%.
 Newsom has shown his promises are meaningless. His actions show his true allegiances 
are with the oil and gas industry, not the people. During Newsom’s campaign for Governor, 
Sempra	Energy	(SoCalGas’	parent	company)	contributed	$31,200	to	his	campaign,	providing	
a	lucrative	incentive	to	keep	the	facility	valued	at	$769	million	operational.
 Despite Newsom’s failed leadership, in 2020 communities won monumental victories
building	on	years	of	community	organizing	and	determination	to	protect	our	climate,	water,	and	
health,	local	activists	in	2020	saw	big	wins	in	Los	Angeles,	Santa	Barbara,	and	Ventura	Counties.
	 In	Culver	City,	after	eight	long	years	of	organizing	against	oil	drilling	in	the	Inglewood	Oil	
Field,	the	community	finally	shifted	power	at	the	Council	level	to	move	forward	with	a	phase	
out of oil drilling within the City.
	 In	Los	Angeles,	after	years	of	delay	on	setbacks,	L.A.	City	Council’s	Environment,	Climate	
Change,	and	Environmental	Justice	Committee	voted	unanimously	to	pass	a	motion	directing	
the City Attorney to draft an ordinance declaring oil and gas extraction sites non-conforming 
land	uses,	following	Culver	City’s	lead.	This	is	the	first	step	in	a	battle	that	will	continue	into	
2021,	putting	L.A.	on	a	path	to	phase	out	drilling.
	 In	Santa	Barbara	County,	communities	fought	back	against	the	proposal	to	drill	more	
than	700	new	oil	wells	in	Cat	Canyon	Oil	Field	in	Santa	Maria.	All	three	companies	planning	
to drill withdrew their applications, including Aera Energy.
	 Last	but	not	least,	in	Ventura	County	after	two	years	of	organizing,	the	Ventura	County	
Supervisors voted to place 2500-foot setbacks for oil wells between schools and 1500 feet 
between	homes.	This	is	the	first	setback	of	its	kind	in	the	state	and	country,	and	the	Board	of	
Supervisors has committed to increasing the setbacks for homes in the near future. That future 
is	secure	after	the	election	of	Carmen	Ramirez	to	the	Ventura	Board	of	Supervisors.
 California voters will have a real choice to rebuke Newsom and pick a new champion for 
the	environment	and	climate	justice	soon
 Governor Newsom needs to turn his horrible legacy around by using his authority to 
ban fracking, stop new oil and gas drilling, institute 2500–foot setbacks immediately and shut 
down Aliso Canyon. We have work to do. 2021 is a critical year to speak up and hold Newsom 
accountable, and it starts now.
 As Newsom looks to shore up support across California, we’ll be ready to make climate 
change	and	his	record	on	oil	and	gas	key	 issues	 for	him.	Politicians	 like	Newsom	need	 to	
understand	 they	 can	no	 longer	get	 away	with	 lying	about	 their	promises.	 In	 the	midst	 of	
catastrophic	climate	change,	economic	hardship,	and	communities	crying	out	for	justice	and	
healing, we have a brilliant opportunity to create a greener economy that leaves no one out. 
We	can	recover	from	COVID	together.	And	we	can	transition	away	from	fossil	fuels	to	protect	
each other and our children.
 (Editor’s note: Are you in, or out, Governor?)
(Alex Nagy is the California director of Food & Water Action.)

To book your free consultation, email me at:  
                           BestLifeCoachTobi@gmail.com
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LA City Hall: On-Going
Pay-to-Play Criminal 

Investigation
By Jack Humphreville

CITY	WATCH		-		In	January,	the	U.S.	Attorney’s	Office	announced	that	it	entered	into	
a	Non-Prosecution	Agreement	with	San	Francisco	based	Carmel	Partners,	where	
the	private	equity	firm	with	billions	under	management	“agreed	to	pay	$1.2	million	

to resolve a federal criminal investigation that focused on the Company’s relationship 
with	 former	Los	Angeles	City	Councilmember	Jose	Huizar,	who	voted	 to	approve	 its	
35-story	project”	located	at	520	Mateo	Avenue	in	the	low	rise	Arts	District,	just	west	of	
the	railyards	and	the	Los	Angeles	River,	at	the	entrance	to	the	iconic	4th	Street	Bridge.				
	 Under	the	NPA,	Carmel	admitted	it	was	responsible	for	the	actions	of	its	employees	
and	agents,	agreed	to	pay	the	$1.2	million	fine,	and	agreed	to	cooperate	with	the	FBI’s	
on-going criminal investigation into a wide-ranging pay-to-play scheme involving City 
officials	and	real	estate	developers.		In	return,	the	Feds	agreed	not	to	prosecute	Carmel	
for three years as long as it continued to cooperate, did not to make or bundle political 
contributions, and did not engage in any criminal behavior.    
	 This	agreement	with	the	U.S.	Attorney’s	Office	does	not	apply	to	the	City	of	Los	
Angeles.  
 For its part, the City must conduct a thorough, open, and transparent investigation 
into this transaction, starting from 2014 when Carmel purchased the two-acre industrial 
warehouse	and	how	a	13-story	development	morphed	into	a	35-story	luxury	high	rise	that	
is completely out of character with the low-rise industrial neighborhood.  This switcheroo 
created tremendous value for Carmel. 
	 Carmel	also	“saved”	$14	million	when	the	City	Council,	 following	Jose	Huizar’s	
lead,	blindly	approved	a	reduction	in	the	project’s	affordable	housing	requirement,	from	
11%	“Very	Low	Income”	units	to	6%	“Moderate	Income’	units.			
 As part of the investigation, the City should require Carmel to stop any development 
or construction activity on the site until we have a better understanding of the facts.  This 
includes	the	role	of	Jose	Huizar,	the	approval	by	the	Planning	and	Land	use	Management	
Committee and the City Council whose members must have smelled a rat, and the 
relationship	of	Huizar	and	Wesson	to	Carmel,	its	employees	and	agents.		This	includes	
lobbyist Morrie Goldman, a former City Council staffer, who has agreed to plead guilty 
and cooperate with the government’s ongoing investigation. 
	 This	 is	the	ninth	action	brought	by	the	U.S.	Attorney’s	Office	in	connection	with	
pay-to	play	 corruption	 that	has	 resulted	 in	 the	 indictment	of	 Jose	Huizar	and	Mitch	
Englander,	 two	 former	members	 of	 the	 City	 Council.	And	 yet	 the	 Los	Angeles	 City	
Council	refuses	to	reform	its	campaign	finance	rules	or	institute	meaningful	oversight	of	
real estate developers.  
 No wonder Angelenos believe the that the criminal enterprise managed by the City 
Council	and	Mayor	Garcetti	is	the	most	corrupt	City	Hall	in	the	history	of	Los	Angeles.	

L.A. Finances
Rated a “C”

A report	released	by	the	nonpartisan	Truth	in	Accounting	think	tank	ranked	Los	Angeles’	municipal	finances	in	the	middle	tier	of	large	U.S.	cities,	while	Irvine	
was ranked the best in the country.

	 The	 study	 analyzed	 the	 2019	 financial	 status	 of	 the	 United	 States’	 75	 most	
populated	cities,	which	had	a	combined	debt	of	$333.5	billion.
	 According	 to	 the	 data,	 Los	Angeles	 would	 need	 $4,000	 from	 each	 taxpayer	
in	order	to	pay	off	 its	$5.1	billion	debt	that	year,	putting	its	municipal	finances	at	
38th	 among	 the	 cities.	Researchers	 said	 the	financial	 troubles	 ``stem	mostly	 from	
unfunded retirement obligations that have accumulated over the years.’’
	 L.A.	had	funded	only	$8.5	billion	in	pension	and	$2.7	billion	in	retiree	health	
care	benefits,	while	it	has	promised	$67.4	billion	in	retirement	benefits,	according	to	
the report.
	 Researchers	 said	 ``Los	 Angeles	 went	 into	 the	 coronavirus	 pandemic	 with	
mediocre	fiscal	health,	and	it	will	probably	come	out	of	the	crisis	worse.’’
	 ``Los	Angeles’	 elected	 officials	 have	 repeatedly	made	 financial	 decisions	 that	
have left the city with a debt burden of $5.1 billion. That burden equates to $4,000 
for each city taxpayer.’’
	 Overall,	the	city	had	$21.4	billion	worth	of	bills	in	2019	and	only	$16.3	billion	
available. The city received a ``C’ grade from Truth in Accounting’s report.
	 L.A.	was	not	the	only	California	city	unable	to	pay	its	debt.	Long	Beach	ranked	
14th,	with	 a	 taxpayer	burden	 of	 $100;	Chula	Vista	 ranked	 20th,	with	 a	 taxpayer	
burden	 of	 $1,100;	 Bakersfield	 ranked	 22nd,	 with	 a	 taxpayer	 burden	 of	 $1,400;	
Riverside	ranked	28th,	with	a	taxpayer	burden	of	$3,100;	San	Diego	ranked	40th,	
with	a	taxpayer	burden	of	$4,700;	Santa	Ana	ranked	43rd,	with	a	taxpayer	burden	
of	$5,400;	and	Anaheim	ranked	47th	with	a	taxpayer	burden	of	$6,200.

Ex-L.A. Councilman Mitch 
Englander Sentenced to Prison 

for Lying to FBI
Former	Los	Angeles	City	Councilman	Mitch	Englander	was	sentenced	to	a	year	and	

two months in federal prison for trying to obstruct an investigation into bribery alle-
gations in City Hall politics.

 The ex-councilman was also ordered to serve three years under supervised release 
following	his	prison	term	and	pay	a	$15,000	fine.
 Englander -- who represented Council District 12 in the San Fernando Valley from 
July	 2011	 until	 he	 abruptly	 resigned	 three	 years	 ago	 after	 investigators	 began	 asking	
questions	about	his	activities	--	was	told	to	surrender	June	1	to	begin	serving	his	sentence.
	 U.S.	District	Judge	John	F.	Walter	said	``greed	and	arrogance’’	appeared	to	be	the	
motivation	for	lying	to	the	FBI	repeatedly	on	three	separate	occasions	and	that	Englander,	
50, had damaged ``the public’s trust in government.’’
	 The	judge	said	the	defendant	apparently	believed	his	position	of	trust	would	protect	
him	from	being	caught,	and	if	he	was	charged,	``the	consequences	won’t	be	significant.’’
	 In	 a	 statement	 to	 the	 court,	 Englander	 admitted	 he	 had	 ``shattered’’	 his	 own	
reputation and said he did not fully understand what drove him to give false information 
to federal investigators.
 The government had urged Walter to impose a two-year prison sentence, while the 
defense	joined	with	probation	officials	in	recommending	a	probationary	sentence.
 Englander, of Santa Monica, admitted to scheming to cover up $15,000 in cash 
payments, costly meals and other gifts offered to him from a businessman who sought 
to increase his business opportunities in the city. He pleaded guilty to scheming to falsify 
material	facts,	a	federal	charge	carrying	a	penalty	of	up	to	five	years	in	prison.

     *  *  *

 Among his other duties, Englander served as the council president pro tempore and 
was	a	member	of	the	powerful	Planning	and	Land	Use	Management	Committee,	which	
oversees	many	of	the	city’s	biggest	commercial	and	residential	development	projects.
	 Englander	was	a	``powerful	and	wealthy	Los	Angeles	city	councilmember	who	swore	
an oath to serve the interests of his constituents,’’ prosecutors wrote. ``He swore another 
oath	as	a	reserve	officer	with	the	Los	Angeles	Police	Department	to	uphold	and	protect	the	
law.	Instead,	(he)	illicitly	cashed	in	on	his	status	as	a	purported	public	servant	in	casino	
bathrooms	and	through	VIP	bottle	service,	luxury	dinners,	and	behind	hotel	room	doors.’’
	 Prosecutors	wrote	in	advance	of	Englander’s	sentencing	hearing	that	over	̀ `numerous	
incidents of escalating corruption and self-preservation, defendant sold out both oaths, 
cheaply and repeatedly. After resigning in the middle of his term after he was questioned 
in the instant investigation, defendant successfully parlayed his government service into a 
lucrative private
practice	position	as	a	government	consultant	with	a	major	entertainment	company.’’
	 Two	months	after	a	Las	Vegas	trip	with	Englander	and	others	in	2017,	the	businessman	
began	 cooperating	 with	 the	 FBI	 in	 an	 investigation	 focused	 on	 suspected	 pay-to-play	
schemes	 involving	Los	Angeles	 public	 officials	 --	 including	 ex-councilman	 Jose	Huizar	
-- and made secret recordings of Englander’s interactions with him, federal prosecutors 
said.
	 Huizar,	 the	central	figure	 in	the	six-year	probe	of	City	Hall,	 is	charged	separately	
in a 41-count racketeering indictment alleging he accepted $1.5 million in bribes from 
developers	in	exchange	for	his	support	of	downtown	building	projects.
 The federal probe into suspected corruption in local politics also ensnared political 
operatives,	lobbyists	and	the	former	general	manager	of	the	Los	Angeles	Department	of	
Building and Safety.
	 Huizar,	who	represented	downtown	L.A.	and	was	the	chairman	of	the	Planning	and	
Land	Use	Management	Committee,	has	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	charges	against	him.	He	
faces	trial	June	22.

LA’s Criminal Enterprise:
Garcetti and Feuer on Spot

By Jack Humphreville

C ITY	WATCH	LA		-	 	On	November	7,	2018,	the	FBI	raided	the	home	and	offices	of	
Councilman	Jose	Huizar.
	 Since	that	time,	the	U.S.	Attorney’s	Office	has	charged	nine	individuals	in	connection	

with	its	ongoing	criminal	investigation	into	the	pay-to-play	corruption	scandal	enveloping	Los	
Angeles City Hall.  But we have seen very little, if any, effort to address this cancer and its 
underlying symptoms, in large part because of lack of political will on the part of Mayor Eric 
Garcetti and City Attorney Mike Feuer to take on the most corrupt City Council in the history 
of	Los	Angeles.			
 Garcetti and Feuer have been missing in action, failing to protect Angelenos from 
additional	shenanigans	by	the	City	Council	and	the	campaign	financing	real	estate	developers	
who continue to line their pockets at our expense.    
 Why hasn’t City Attorney Mike Feuer launched litigation to revoke building permits 
of	real	estate	developers	whose	projects	are	tainted	with	corruption.		This	includes,	among	
others,	the	Luxe	City	Center	Hotel	(Shenzhen	Hazens)	and	Carmel	Partners’	35	story	luxury	
high rise at 520 Avenue in the low rise Arts District?  And why hasn’t Feuer been on his high 
horse	advocating	for	reform	like	he	has	done	on	numerous	other	occasions?	Or	is	afraid	of	
alienating	the	Nury	Martinez	led	City	Council	and	damaging	his	2022	campaign	for	Mayor?		
	 Likewise,	why	hasn’t	Mayor	Eric	Garcetti	used	his	bully	pulpit	to	urge	the	City	Council	
to	follow	up	on	former	City	Councilman	David	Ryu’s	motion	of	May	19	to	remove	Section	245	
[e] of the City Charter that would limit the City Council’s ability to interfere with planning 
decisions.	 	Or	why	hasn’t	the	Mayor	followed	up	Ryu’s	accompanying	motion	to	establish	
an	independent	Office	of	Anti-Corruption	and	Transparency	to	oversee	land	use	decisions.		
Or	why	hasn’t	our	fearless	leader	pushed	for	real	campaign	finance	and	ethics	reform	or	the	
passage	of	the	Revocation	or	Termination	Ordinance	that	has	been	languishing	at	the	City	
Council for months.   
	 The	 failure	 of	Garcetti	 and	Feuer	 to	 use	 their	 offices	 to	 push	 the	most	 corrupt	City	
Council	in	the	history	of	Los	Angeles	to	clean	up	its	act	makes	them	suspect	as	Englander	and	
Huizar.		And	when	it	comes	to	the	ballot,	whether	it	is	for	a	measure	to	raise	our	taxes	or	to	
vote for wannabe mayor Feuer, we will remember their dereliction of duty in not pushing the 
Nury	Martinez	led	City	Council	to	adopt	needed	reforms,	whether	it	be	to	adopting	David	
Ryu’s	motions	or	campaign	finance	and	ethics	reform.
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The Real Racists in America
By Star Parker

W hile	sitting	 in	the	Delta	 lounge	 in	the	airport	waiting	for	my	flight	back,	a	
white gentleman approached me and struck up a conversation.
	 Politics	was	on	his	mind,	and	seeing	me,	a	black	woman,	he	was	sure	

that he had found a kindred Democratic spirit.
	 I	politely	straightened	him	out,	leaving	him	a	bit	in	shock	that	he	had	incorrectly	
assumed	that	seeing	the	outside	of	me	was	sufficient	information	to	know	what	is	going	
on inside of me.
 There is a word for this: stereotyping.
	 Is	this	gentleman	a	bad	man?	I	don’t	know.
 But he is proof of the horrible success of the perception of racism industry that 
has	been	damaging	our	country	since	the	1960s.	The	result	is	today’s	identity	politics,	
diversity politics and all the politics of the left that promote the notion that what is 
relevant is the outside of a person, what he or she looks like, not what is going on inside 
the person.
 With all the screaming about racism, a huge story of recent months hardly received 
any	attention.	Maybe	because	it	doesn’t	fit	into	the	story	that	our	left-wing	media	want	
to report about what they call racism.
	 Several	months	ago,	the	Census	Bureau	issued	its	annual	report	called	“Income	
and	Poverty	in	the	United	States:	2019.”
	 According	to	the	report,	real	median	black	household	income	in	2019	was	up	7.9%	
—	the	largest	annual	increase	in	median	black	household	income	in	history.	This	put	
the	increase	in	black	household	income	in	2019	1.1	points	higher	than	the	6.8%	increase	
for the nation as a whole.
	 Further,	 for	 the	first	 time	ever,	 the	percentage	of	high-income	black	households	
exceeded the percentage of low-income black households.
	 In	2019,	29.4%	of	black	households	had	income	of	$75,000	or	more,	compared	with	
28.7% of black households that had income of $25,000 or less.
	 In	1967,	per	the	Census	Bureau,	9.1%	of	black	households	had	income	of	$75,000	
or more, and 44.5% of black households had income of $25,000 or less.

    *  *  *
 Contrary to what blares out daily from liberal media, African Americans are not 
getting	a	raw	deal	 in	our	country.	In	fact,	as	 this	new	data	from	the	Census	Bureau	
shows, African Americans are systematically getting ahead and improving their lives.
	 One	area	of	enormous	improvement	is	in	education	achievement,	which	no	doubt	
is	a	major	factor	in	the	improvement	in	income	of	black	households.
	 According	to	the	Census	Bureau,	in	2019,	the	black	high	school	completion	rate	
was	98%	of	the	national	average.	Back	in	1980,	it	was	about	75%.
	 In	2019,	29.6%	of	blacks	ages	25	and	above	completed	 four	years	of	college.	 In	
1980,	this	stood	at	11.6%.
	 The	rejoinder	from	the	left	is	yes,	but	black	average	incomes	still	lag	behind	white	
average incomes.
 My answer is that what drives human achievement is the same for everyone. 
It	 comes	 from	 lofty	 goals	 and	a	 sense	 of	 each	 individual	 that	 it	 is	 up	 to	 them,	 their	
character and hard work to achieve those goals.
 Teaching black children that they are living in a racist country and that they 
have no chance without government intervention, without diversity politics, without 
receiving special treatment because of their race destroys that child’s sense of humanity, 
personal uniqueness and personal responsibility.
	 We	have	two	competing	cultures	in	America	today.	One	culture	says	that	life	is,	by	
nature, hard and that achievement comes from diligence, good character and struggle. 
The other culture says that life is only hard if it is unfair, and that life can be made fair 
and easy through politics.
 The latter is the culture of the left, which damages the very individuals it pretends 
to help.
	 If	we	want	to	build	a	more	perfect	union,	believe	that	every	person	is	unique	and	
that what people look like tells you nothing about who they are.

 (Star Parker is president of the Center for Urban Renewal and Education and host of 
the new weekly news talk show “Cure America with Star Parker.”)
 -  Creators Syndicate 

Our City of Angels
Bad Vibes, More Bribes

By Jack Humphreville

CITY	WATCH	LA		-		San	Francisco	based	Carmel	Partners,	a	multibillion	dollar	private	
equity	firm,	has	“agreed	to	pay	$1.2	million	to	resolve	a	federal	criminal	investigation	that	
focused	on	the	Company’s	relationship	with	former	Los	Angeles	City	Councilmember	Jose	

Huizar,	who	voted	to	approve	its	35-story	project”	located	at	520	Mateo	Avenue	in	the	low	rise	
Arts	District,	just	west	of	the	railyards	and	the	Los	Angeles	River,	at	the	entrance	to	the	iconic	
4th Street Bridge. 
	 But	$1.2	million	is	chump	change	for	Carmel	compared	to	the	estimated	$30	to	$50	million	
increase	in	value	that	resulted	from	its	questionable	relationship	with	Huizar,	the	former	Los	
Angeles	City	Councilman	who	is	facing	a	34-count	indictment	that	alleges	that	he	ran	a	“criminal	
enterprise”	which	“gave	favorable	treatment	to	developers	who	financed	and	facilitated	bribes.”	
 This raises the following questions: 
	 -		Will	the	most	corrupt	City	Council	in	the	history	of	the	City	of	Los	Angeles	have	the	
moxie	to	conduct	an	open	and	transparent	investigation	into	the	up	zoning	of	Carmel’s	Mateo	
Avenue development that resulted in a massive windfall for Carmel? 
 -  Will the City rescind any or all of the development rights that were approved as a 
result	of	Carmel’s	relationship	with	the	corrupt	Huizar	and	its	campaign	contributions	
(bribes?) of $75,000? 
	 -		Or	will	the	City	demand	a	substantial	portion	of	the	increase	in	value?		
 Carmel also agreed to a “policy that will prohibit the Company and its funds from 
making	a	contribution	to	any	state	or	local	PAC	or	to	a	state	or	local	political	candidate;	
a	prohibition	on	raising	or	bundling	state	and	local	campaign	contributions;	tracking	and	
logging	interactions	between	Company	staff	and	government	officials;	and	increasing	policies	
and	training	around	gifts,	contributions,	and	interactions	with	public	officials.”	
 At the same time that the City Council is investigating the economics and politics of the 
Carmel’s	35	story	mixed	use	luxury	development,	it	should	also	review	the	Carmel’s	Corporate	
Compliance	Program	that	was	approved	by	the	U.S.	Attorney’s	Office	and	that	was	part	of	
the	Non-	Prosecution	Agreement	with	the	thought	of	applying	it	to	all	real	estate	developers	
(and	other	contractors)	who	are	working	with	the	City.		Of	course,	such	an	agreement	will	
not be very popular with the members of the most corrupt City Council in the history of the 
City	of	Los	Angeles	who	rely	on	generous	campaign	contributions	(considered	by	many	to	be	
bribes) from real estate developers. 
	 It	has	been	suggested	that	these	restrictions	on	campaign	contributions	should	also	apply	
to the City’s public sector unions who have managed to extract budget busting labor agreements 
and other concessions from the Mayor and City Council.  Again, this will not be very popular 
with the members of the City Council. 
	 The	City	Council	has	lost	our	trust,	confidence,	and	respect	because	of	the	corruption	
exposed	by	the	U.S.	Attorney’s	Office,	its	budget	busting	giveaways	to	the	City’s	public	sector	
unions,	and	its	failure	to	clean	up	its	act.		Investigating	Carmel	Partners’	Mateo	Avenue	luxury	
development will be a good start in restoring Angelenos faith in City Hall. 

Wild, Wild West
Mayor	Eric	Garcetti	and	Los	Angeles	Police	Chief	Michel	Moore	spoke	about	an	

increase	in	homicides	and	shootings	in	Los	Angeles	in	2020,	as	well	as	reforms	the	
police department has implemented and ways the city is working to address crime 

in the new year.
	 While	overall	crime	decreased	by	9%	--	including	property	crime	by	11.1%,	violent	
crime	by	3%	and	robberies	by	17%	--	homicides	increased	by	36.2%	and	victims	shot	
by 41.4%, Garcetti said.
 He noted that the increase is similar to other U.S. cities, including Chicago, which 
had a 50% increase in homicides and New York City, which had an increase of 40%.
	 Los	Angeles	Police	Chief	Michel	Moore	elaborated	on	the	crime	statistics.
 Among the increases were street gang violence, with 55% of homicides being 
identified	 as	 gang-related.	 There	 was	 also	 a	 42%	 year-over-year	 increase	 in	 gang	
homicides, Moore said.
 He also said that in 2020, 65 people experiencing homelessness were murdered, 
compared	to	41	in	2019.
	 ``This	represents	a	58%	increase	with	 just	over	one	 in	five	homicide	victims	 in	
2020 being a person experiencing homelessness,’’ Moore said.
	 The	LAPD	 also	 saw	 a	 35%	 increase	 in	 arrests	 of	 people	 carrying	 guns.	While	
vehicles stopped decreased by 27%, the number of guns recovered rose by 57% in 2020. 
Moore	said	this,	to	him,	seems	like	the	result	of	the	efforts	of	LAPD	officers	to	be	more	
surgical	and	precise	in	their	work,	as	well	as	an	increase	in	firearms	in	Los	Angeles.
	 Moore	noted	that	an	increase	in	firearms	on	the	streets,	a	sense	of	hopelessness	and	
isolation	among	people	amid	the	pandemic,	and	the	pandemic’s	impacts	on	the	justice	
system	has	made	it	more	difficult	for	the	police	department	to	have	an	impact	in	the	
increases in homicide.

UCLA: Nearly Half of 
California Adolescents 
Report Mental Health 

Problems
M irroring a national trend, 45% of California youth between the ages of 12 and 17 

report having recently struggled with mental health issues, with nearly a third 
of them experiencing serious psychological distress that could interfere with 

their	academic	and	social	functioning,	the	UCLA	Center	for	Health	Policy	Research	
reported.
 The research also highlights the elevated incidence of mental health distress among 
certain segments of the adolescent population -- including poor, multiracial, gender- 
nonconforming and foreign-born young people – and recommends policies to address 
these inequities and boost access to mental health services.
 ``With almost half of California’s adolescents experiencing moderate to serious 
psychological distress, there is an urgent need to protect their psychological and 
emotional well-being by addressing the structural and social factors related to inequities 

in	mental	 health,’’	 said	D.	 Imelda	Padilla-Frausto,	 the	 study’s	 co-lead	 author	 and	 a	
research	scientist	at	UCLA	CHPR.
	 Using	data	from	the	center’s	2019	California	Health	Interview	Survey,	the	study	
authors looked at social determinants of health -- non-medical factors such as family 
income,	 insurance,	 race	 and	 ethnicity,	 and	 citizenship	 status	 --	 to	 determine	 which	
adolescents were most affected by mental health distress.
 They also examined the impact of adolescents’ physical health and behavior in 
areas such as eating habits, physical activity, social media use and substance use, 
including drinking and smoking.
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From the Left

Beyond the Beltway
By Susan Estrich

Vaccines?	In	counties	across	America,	even	those	most	at	risk	have	yet	to	be	vaccinated,	not	even	told	when	and	where	
they will have to make appointments.
 Are we really going to ask 80-year-olds with underlying health conditions to wait in line at Disneyland or Dodger 

Stadium?	That’s	the	latest	news	about	vaccination	sites.	Is	that	how	you	get	the	vaccine	to	the	people	who	need	it	soonest?	I	
can	see	the	endless	line	of	wheelchairs.	If	you	don’t	get	heatstroke,	you	might	live.
	 Forty-five	minutes	to	the	south,	in	Orange	County,	or	in	the	other	direction,	in	Ventura	County,	people	over	65	are	
getting	vaccinated.	In	Florida,	rich	people	were	invited	to	be	vaccinated	based	on	their	donations	to	a	nursing	home.
	 In	LA	County,	89-	and	90-years-olds	with	underlying	conditions	have	yet	to	qualify	for	a	vaccine,	while	New	York,	
which has more generous requirements, has hopelessly overloaded appointments.
	 It’s	quite	comforting	to	know	that	you	cannot	survive	COVID	because	of	your	conditions	and	cannot	get	a	vaccine	
because you live in the wrong county or the wrong state.
 Meanwhile, some health care workers are refusing to be vaccinated, endangering their colleagues and their patients. 

If	 they	were	only	risking	 their	own	 lives,	 it	would	be	a	
different story.
 Can you force people to get vaccinated to keep 
their	jobs?
	 I’ve	been	the	victim	of	violent	crime.	I	know	how	
terrifying	it	is	to	believe	there	is	no	escape.	I	know	how	an	
ice	pick	feels	on	your	throat.	I	was	mad	as	hell.
 So, it seems, is Congress.
 From where we sat, the mob in the Capitol, the 
holy temple, was an assault on the Constitution. But as for 
being	an	assault	on	the	people	inside,	we	didn’t	see	that;	
we	didn’t	feel	that;	and,	ultimately,	it	didn’t	happen.
 Many of us look at TV or keep it on in the 
background because the infection is everywhere, not 
because of anything being said in Congress. The latest in 
LA:	A	Beverly	Hills	plastic	surgeon	gave	a	woman	who	
turned	out	to	be	positive	a	lip	injection.	He	died.
 And, of course, the news that the virus is 
decimating the Hispanic community is there every day, 
but the pictures and stories of the hospitals in those 
neighborhoods change daily. And because Hispanics 
make	up	49%	of	the	people	in	the	county,	there	are	plenty	
of hospitals in dire straits to choose from.
	 If	 those	 were	 the	 matters	 being	 addressed	 in	
Washington,	 if	 there	 were	 joint	 congressional	 hearings	
about the vaccine rollout, complete with state-by-state 
updates, we would all be glued to the television. As it is, it 
is hard to imagine that anyone’s views are actually being 
changed by the rhetoric on both sides. We need vaccines.

-  Creators Syndicate 

Who Among Us 
Are NOT Essential 

Individuals Who 
Require COVID-19 

Vaccination?
By Kenneth S. Alpern

CITY	WATCH		-		As	with	my	last	CityWatch	piece,	we	
are all in a RACE between getting our vaccinations to 
this dreadful «Russian Roulette» of a virus.  

 Russian Roulette as in some have no symptoms, some get 
a	cold,	some	get	a	flu,	and	some	die	dreadful	deaths.
	 We	 have	 got	 to	 get	 past	 this!	We	 need	 to	 be	 free	 of	
the physical, psychological, and economic ravages of this 
COVID-19	virus:	
 1) Doggone it we’re seeing hospital and counties have to 
throw	away	COVID-19	vaccine	dosings	because	aggressive	
outreach	measures	 aren›t	 taken	 to	 utilize	EVERY	vaccine	
dose, then shame on all of us. Don›t blame Trump, Fauci, 
the FDA, the CDC, Biden, or anyone else in Washington, DC 
(unless you’re a dogmatic political hack)--blame your local 
state	or	county	for	screwing	up	bigtime!
	 2)	 As	 the	 COVID-19	 epidemic	 (the	 “second	 wave”)	
was	predicted	but	yet	NOT	prepared	for	(not	even	close	in	
California, and in most other states in the U.S. (the states/
counties,	not	 the	 feds,	distribute	 the	financial	 support	 and	
vaccines they get from DC and federal agencies).
	 3)	Meanwhile,	it’s	gotten	so	hellish	in	our	over-burdened,	
understaffed hospitals that car crash victims and gunshot 
wound	victims	are	NOT	being	allowed	to	access	our	hospitals	
if they can’t be resuscitated Why, Governor Newsom, didn’t 
we train the National Guard and trained medical personnel 
during the summer to be ready to be ready for this long-
predicted second wave?
	 So	even	NON-COVID-19	patients	are	out	of	luck,	and	on	
their	own!
 4) Meanwhile, when vaccines are offered to those in the 
general public over age 65, there are huge lines of desperate 
seniors	who	 are	 fighting	 on	 their	 own	 to	 get	 their	 vaccine	
during a chaotic and incoordinate vaccine rollout.
 5) Hence, the consideration of half-doses of the Moderna 
vaccine	is	both	NOT	scientifically	proven	and	a	moot	point--
because	those	who	want	the	vaccine	right	NOW	can’t	reliably	
get	it!
	 6)	Ditto	 for	 the	Pfizer	 vaccine--giving	only	 one	dose	 is	
NOT	scientifically	proven,	and	as	with	the	Moderna	vaccine,	
it’s a moot point.
 7) So, both medical personnel and seniors, both nursing 
home caregivers and residents, and both grocery workers 
and	 restaurant/business	 owners--who	 are	 ALL	 essential	
individuals	deserving	of	a	rapid	vaccine	RIGHT	NOW	are	
not getting vaccinated. Don’t worry about any new USA or 
Britain	 variant	 messing	 up	 our	 COVID-19	 second	 wave/
crisis--the problem is our ability to handle the “same ol’, 
same	ol””	COVID-19	virus	of	early	2020!
 8) Meanwhile, both medical groups and large 
supermarket	 chains	 (and	 the	 rest	 of	 us!)	 are	 fighting	
like Hades to get their fair share of vaccines, but Kaiser 
Permanent	is	offering	the	Moderna	vaccine	(for	which	it	was	
part of the clinical trials, hence their getting lots of vaccine 
doses).
	 9)	 If	 large-scale	 numbers	 of	 Americans	 didn’t	 get	
vaccinated	 in	 January,	 they	 damn	 well	 should	 do	 so	 in	
February.
	 Like	 I’ve	 stated	 before,	 we	 need	 to	 get	 past	 this--but	
we sure as heck aren’t going to do so if we can’t vaccinate 
the large-scale numbers demanded by both the Trump and 
Biden Administrations right away. 
	 As	in	ASAP!	As	in...STAT!
 
 (Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is a dermatologist who has 
served in clinics in Los Angeles, Orange, and Riverside 
Counties. The views expressed in this article are solely those 
of Dr. Alpern.)

Project Manager
            
(Northridge,	CA)	Duties	 include	the	development	&	maintenance	of	systems	to	support	analysis	
and reporting for a healthcare management information system with maintainable web applica-
tions.	Reqt.s	are	Bachelor’s	degree	in	Information	Technology	or	Computer	Science	or	a	foreign	
equiv’t	degree	and	2	yrs	of	exp.	in	the	job	or	2	yrs	of	alternate	occupational	experience	as	healthcare	
case management software engineering team lead. To satisfy the educational req’t the employer will 
accept	a	foreign	Masters	of	Science	degree	in	Information	Technology	or	Computer	Science	as	de-
termined	to	be	equivalent	by	a	qualified	evaluation	service.	To	apply	fax	your	resume	to	Mr.	Lindra	
Frandinata	at	(818)	654-3460.	Heritage	Provider	Network,	Inc.
 



Unemployment
  

T he	seasonally	adjusted	unemployment	rate	inched	upward	to	11%	in	Los	Angeles	County	in	December,	up	from	
a	revised	10.9%	in	November,	according	to	figures	released	by	the	state	Employment	Development	Department.
	 The	11%	rate	was	well	above	the	4.3%	rate	from	the	pre-coronavirus	era	of	December	2019.

	 In	Orange	County,	where	seasonally	adjusted	numbers	were	not	available,	the	December	jobless	rate	was	7.4%,	up	
from 6.4% in November.
	 Statewide,	the	seasonally	adjusted	unemployment	rate	was	9%	in	December,	up	from	8.1%	in	November,	but	well	
above	the	3.9%	rate	from	December	2019.	The	comparable	estimates	for	the	nation	were	6.7%	in	December,	6.7%	in	
November	and	3.6%	in	December	2019.
 According to the 
EDD, total nonfarm 
employment	 in	 Los	
Angeles County 
dropped	 by	 23,900	
jobs	 between	
November and 
December to reach 
more than 4.2 
million. The leisure 
and hospitality sector 
posted the biggest 
job	 losses,	 likely	due	
to resurgent public 
health concerns due 
to	 the	 COVID-19	
pandemic, according 
to the agency.
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Without 
Discipline, 

Humane Border 
Policy Fails

By Froma Harrop

On	his	first	day	as	president,	Joe	Biden	unfurled	big	ideas	for	
fixing	the	immigration	program.	Any	smart	plan	will	loosen	
howls by extreme opinions, be they for shutting the borders 

tight or opening them wide, so he might as well do the right thing. 
Rebuilding the system to be more humane would be welcome. 
But protecting American labor from unfair competition is also 
essential. That means controlling who enters and how many enter 
the country.
 And so, what does Biden have in mind? Start with his two no-
brainers.	One	is	rapidly	legalizing	the	status	of	the	“Dreamers,”	
immigrants brought to this country illegally as children. The other 
is	raising	prosecutions	for	drug	traffickers	and	human	smugglers.
 His plan to put the estimated 11 million immigrants in the 
U.S.	illegally	on	a	path	to	citizenship	makes	sense	—	but	only	if	
paired with a requirement that employers use a database, such as 
E-Verify, to certify that all new hires have a right to work in the 
United States. This enforcement piece was part of the unsuccessful 
2013	immigration	reform	bill	that	most	Democrats	supported.
 Biden’s initial plans don’t mention this means to reassure 
Americans that the laws will be respected going forward. The vast 
majority	of	immigrants	who	enter	illegally	come	here	for	a	job.	A	
wall 10 miles high won’t stop them, but being unable to secure a 
job	could.
 E-Verify is already mandatory for the federal government and 
federal contractors. And a handful of states require that all or most 
employers use it. The program is otherwise voluntary, although 
over	750,000	employers	have	joined	up.
	 Former	President	Donald	Trump’s	talk	on	immigration	was	
nasty but mainly talk. He’d say vile things about foreigners of color 
but then refuse to take the one step that could have come close to 
stopping illegal immigration. He would not support E-Verify.
 Asked about that on Fox News, Trump said, “E-Verify is so 
tough	that	in	some	cases,	like	farmers,	they’re	not	—	they’re	not	
equipped	for	E-Verify.”	Like	farmers	don’t	have	laptops.
 The dirty secret was that Trump and other Republicans 
were happy to harass undocumented immigrants, but they 
would	 not	 prevent	 businesses	 from	 exploiting	 their	 labor.	 Like	
the	Republicans	who	sunk	the	2013	reform	bill,	they	would	give	
sermons on the evils of rewarding lawbreakers while keeping the 
easily breakable laws in place.
	 Some	 opponents	 of	 curbing	 illegal	 immigration	—	 be	 they	
on	the	cheap-labor	right	or	the	diversity	left	—	complain	that	the	
E-Verify	 system	 has	 suffered	 from	 technical	 glitches.	 It’s	 been	
much strengthened in recent years, and any future problems can 
be addressed.
 Biden faces a prospect he shouldn’t want: a surge of Central 
Americans rushing the border in the expectation he’ll make it 
easier	for	them.	Setting	the	cutoff	date	for	legalization	at	this	past	
Jan.	1	would,	some	presume,	discourage	new	caravans.	The	reality,	
however,	is	that	the	masses	come	for	jobs,	not	the	right	to	vote	for	
county commissioner.
	 Biden’s	choice	of	Alejandro	Mayorkas	to	run	the	Department	
of Homeland Security is cause for optimism. An immigrant from 
Cuba, Mayorkas is an ex-prosecutor whom former heads of DHS, 
Republicans	and	Democrats	alike,	praise	as	uniquely	qualified	to	
combine a humane approach with serious enforcement.
 Biden must apply muscle as well as heart at the border or his 
best	plans	will	 fall	apart.	 It	might	 seem	cruel	 to	 stop	desperate	
migrants	—	most	of	them	fine	people	—	from	entering	the	U.S.	
without papers. But either you establish law and order at the 
border or your immigration program loses public support and 
callous populists like Trump take over.
 Canada and Australia run large immigration programs that 
combine strict enforcement with generosity. We can, too.

-  Creators Syndicate

CBD & CBG products at affordable prices. 
No tax and free shipping. 

https://theminidispensary.com

Mission Hills Medical Clinic Marks Change of Name 
to Optum; Announce Food Donation Program to 

Help People in Need During Covid-19
 
Local physicians, clinicians and team members at the 11600 Indian Hills 
Road medical clinic in Mission Hills recently marked the change of its 
name from HealthCare Partners to Optum with a ribbon-cutting event.  The 
clinic recently had new signage installed on the outside of its building and 
renovated its patient areas inside.  It’s been located in the neighborhood 
for many years and is one of 75 former HealthCare Partners clinics in the 
Los Angeles region that has changed its name to Optum.
 
“While our name has changed to Optum, our commitment to care in this 
community and others we serve throughout the region remains stronger 
than ever,” said Clayton Naddell, MD, who has worked at the clinic for 
years. “Our team is focused on delivering personalized, compassionate 
and convenient care to our patients and working together to help give 
back to the communities we serve.”

Plan To Revitalize Los Angeles River
Eco-friendly	projects	designed	to	improve	water	quality	and	increase	access	to	parks	while	addressing	social	

issues	in	nearby	communities	are	among	the	goals	of	an	updated	plan	to	revitalize	the	Los	Angeles	River.
	 The	revised	draft	of	the	river	master	plan	--	the	first	update	in	25	years	and	the	only	plan	encompassing	

all	51	miles	of	the	L.A.	River	--	doesn’t	propose	specific	projects,	but	uses	research	and	data	to	signify	community	
needs,	such	as	improved	water	quality,	housing,	improved	ecosystems,	access	to	parks,	flood	risk	management,	
and	needed	funding	opportunities	for	river-adjacent	projects.
	 The	L.A.	River	begins	in	Canoga	Park	where	Bell	Creek	and	Arroyo	Calabasas	converge,	and	runs	through	
the	city	of	Los	Angeles	and	over	a	dozen	other	cities,	before	it	flows	into	the	Pacific	Ocean	in	Long	Beach.

Optum local physicians, clinicians and support staff at the newly renamed 
Optum Medical Clinic located at 11600 Indian Hills Road in Mission Hills, marks 
its transition from Healthcare Partners to Optum during a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. (Photo Source: Abby Mahler)
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi 
Street in Porter Ranch, as Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford 
tells the inspiring resurrection story of Jesus Christ — 
a timeless event over 2,000 years ago that fulfi lled 
God’s redemption plan and brought hope for all mankind! 
You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic 
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray, 
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service 
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday, 
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Mason Park Basketball
 Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration 
and schedule for Youth Basketball Summer 2018, according 

to Juan Soto, director.
 Priority numbers must be submitted and postmarked by 
March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants 
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th, 
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held 
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and 
will continue until the league is full.
 Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts, 
offi cials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and 
insurance are NOT included!
 Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15. 
There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices 
start in mid-May, with games starting in June.
 Evaluation will be held May 5 for most ages. May 6 

for most evaluations, May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.

 Volunteer coaches are needed.
 Mason Park is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth, 
818-998-6377.

Egg Hunt and Basketball
 Come to Chatsworth Park South for a day of fun fi lled 
events including a free basketball workshop with a special 
guest: the NBA’s Matt Barnes on Saturday, March 31. The 
workshops will be divided by age group culminating in a fi ve-
on-fi ve game with Matt Barnes There will also be a spring 
egg hunt with crafts, snacks, food trucks, games, and face 
painting. The park is located at 22360 Devonshire Street. 
Please RSVP for basketball at (818) 341-6595.

Free Tax Preparation Clinic
  The CSUN VITA Clinic is offering free tax preparation 
services as well as fi nancial education now through April 
15th to low income taxpayers in North Hills, Canoga Park, 
Northridge, North Hollywood, Pacoima, Sun Valley, San 
Fernando City, Panorama City, and Van Nuys. Services will 
be offered at the CSUN campus on Mondays through Fridays 
and at multiple remote locations throughout the San Fernando 
Valley on Saturdays. While taxpayers will be encouraged to 
make an appointment, walk-ins will be accepted to the extent 
time permits. For more information about services, please 
visit: vita.csun.edu  

Intermediate Computer Classes
 Instructor Abraham Yazdi will teach 8 sessions on 
Intermediate Microsoft (MS) Word 2013, 9 sessions on 
Intermediate MS Excel 2013, and 2 sessions on Intermediate 
MS PowerPoint 2013. All classes will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 10 AM to 12 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Sign-ups for the classes are 
required.  For more info or to sign up, please call 818-368-
5687.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing The 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane: A Novel by Lisa See at the 
April 4th meeting.  The book club meets the fi rst Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 pm in the Library Community Room.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Nature Preserve
 The LADWP is celebrating the month of Earth Day with a 
special open house at the only nature preserve in the City of Los 
Angeles. The Chatsworth Nature Preserve is a one of a kind 
location with incredible wildlife and landscapes. The event 
will be on Sunday, April 7th from10:00 am to 3:00 pm, entry 
gate on Valley Circle Blvd west of Plummer. It will feature an 
opening ceremony with a Wishtoyo/Chumash Indian tribal 
blessing, guided nature hikes, live animal exhibits, a bird 
observation station, and an environmental resource fair. No 
bikes or pets allowed on trails. Please bring a hat, sunscreen, 
refi llable water bottles, and comfortable walking shoes. 

The Church and Climate Change
 Please join us at First Presbyterian Church of Granada 
Hills, 10400 Zelzah Avenue on Sunday, April 8th, from 
12:15 - 3:00 pm where you will enjoy a free lunch and hear 
presentations from Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, Atmospheric 
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scientist & Professor at Texas Tech University and Rev. Dr. 
Richard Lyon, Psychotherapist & Presbyterian Minister. 
All viewpoints welcome for this intriguing and important 
discussion. 

E-Textile Workshops
 Kids and Teens (ages 7-18), join us for this four-part series 
Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We 
will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun 
projects.  It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and 
sign-ups are required.  For more info please call 818-368-5687.

Tiny Tots Storytime
  Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads 
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 
AM in the Chatsworth Library.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information 
call (818) 341-4276.

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Build a Masterpiece
 Bring your ideas, images, and imagination to this National 
Poetry Month program.  Let’s build a poem!  Hosted by 
award-winning poet, Jeffry Jensen.  Refreshments will be 
served, Tuesday, April 17, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

One World Storytelling
  On Wednesday, April 18 at 3:30 PM, Barbara Wong will 
be sharing stories from around the world with children in fi rst 
through fi fth grade at the Chatsworth Library.  The Library 
is located at 21502 Devonshire Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for 
more information.

Our Lady of Lourdes
 Theatre Repertoire of Our Lady of Lourdes (TROLL) 
presents: Wiley and the Hairy Man, a play by Suzan Zeder.  
Come experience the magical way a young girl discovers 
she is bigger than her fears! Friday, April 20th at 7pm; 
Saturday, April 21st at 1pm, and at 7pm. Tickets can be 
purchased online now at www.ticketor.com/trollplayers, or 
on the OLL church patio following each Mass (except Easter 
Weekend).  Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - 
Stroup Hall, 18400 Kinzie Street in Northridge.

CalRTA meeting
 On Friday, April 13th, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting 
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen 
St., Northridge. Come join retired teachers to hear the latest 
about your pensions and consider joining us for lunch after 
the meeting.  If you wish to stay for lunch, please make a 
reservation with Nancy Gohata at 818  899 4237.

Job Skills Workshop
 If you are between 16 and 24 years old, this informative 
workshop that will give you tips on job interviewing, and 
creating resumes and cover letters will be on Saturday, 
April 21st,  10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Attendees will also begin the 
process of obtaining a Work Readiness Certifi cate from L.A. 
Youth at Work and will receive priority to apply for curated 
jobs. (818) 368-5687.

Giant Book Sale
  On Saturday, April 21 from 10 AM to 2 PM the Friends 
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale.  The 
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street 
in Chatsworth. The sale is in the Community Room and 
includes thousands of almost-new hardback books and a huge 
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The “End” of the Arab-Israeli Conflict
By Michael Oren
A Special Report

Entire	 shelves	 of	my	 office	 library	 are	 devoted	 to	 the	Arab-Israeli	 conflict.	
The	titles	range	from	The	History	of	the	Arab-Israeli	Conflict,	5th	Edition,	
to	the	Routledge	Atlas	of	the	Arab-Israeli	Conflict,	and	Teaching	the	Arab-

Israeli	Conflict.	There	are	the	reference	books	once	considered	essential—The	Arab-
Israeli	 Conflict:	 Readings	 and	Documents,	 by	 John	Norton	Moore,	 and	Walter	
Laqueur’s,	The	Arab-Israel	Reader.	There	are	right-	and	 left-wing	perspectives,	
works	by	Muslims,	Christians,	Jews,	 the	memoirs	of	peacemakers	and	generals.	
The literature spans over seven decades and seemed destined to expand through 
many more. But, suddenly, these books about history have become books of history. 
Now,	with	 the	signing	of	 the	Abraham	Accords	between	Israel,	 the	United	Arab	
Emirates,	 Sudan,	 and	Bahrain,	 and	 the	Moroccan-Israeli	 peace	 deal,	 the	Arab-
Israeli	conflict	is	dead.
	 In	 fact,	 it	was	never	 fully	alive.	The	notion	 that	 Israel	 faced	an	Arab	world	
uniformly devoted to its destruction was belied by years of secret talks, even in-depth 
cooperation,	between	Israel	and	several	Arab	states	such	as	Jordan,	Lebanon,	and	
Egypt.	Shortly	after	seizing	power	in	1952,	a	young	Gamal	Abdel	Nasser	warmly	
corresponded	 with	 Israeli	 leaders,	 and	 years	 before	 making	 peace	 with	 Israel,	
Jordan’s	King	Hussein	maintained	an	open	line	with	Jerusalem.	Peace	proposals	
were routinely exchanged and weighed, sometimes with the most virulently anti-
Zionist	regimes.
	 Even	the	term	“Arab-Israeli	conflict”	was	a	misnomer.	Israelis	at	various	stages	
battled British and Soviet troops as well as pro-Arab terrorists from Germany and 
Japan.	The	Arabs	fought	not	only	Israelis	but	Anglo-French	and	American	forces,	
and	volunteers	from	around	the	world.	Sometimes,	as	in	the	Jordanian	civil	war	of	
1970	or	the	1982	Lebanon	War,	some	Arab	armies	were	openly	or	indirectly	allied	
with	Israel.	The	conflict	was	never	exclusively	Arab	or	Israeli	or	comprehensively	a	
conflict	at	all.
	 Still,	acknowledging	the	nuanced	nature	of	the	Arab-Israeli	conflict	and	even	
the inaccuracy of the term does not in any way diminish its long and often desperate 
chronicle	of	violence.	The	five	Arab	armies	that	invaded	the	nascent	Jewish	state	in	
May	1948	sought	not	only	to	defeat	it	in	battle	but,	uniquely,	to	destroy	it	entirely.	
The	same	was	true	of	Nasser	who,	after	severing	his	secret	ties	with	Israel,	allied	
with	the	Soviet	Union	and	declared	his	determination	to	“liberate	Palestine.”	The	
Arab	forces	that	massed	on	Israel’s	borders	in	May	1967	openly	stated	their	goal	
of	“driving	Israel	into	the	sea,”	and	might	have	if	not	swiftly	defeated	in	June.	Six	
years later, Egypt and Syria launched a surprise Yom Kippur assault across the 
Sinai	Desert	and	the	Golan	Heights	which,	if	not	for	valiant	Israeli	defenders,	could	
have	ended	in	Haifa	and	Tel	Aviv.	Throughout,	there	were	attacks	by	Palestinian	
terrorists	backed	by	Arab	states	and	the	Israeli	retaliations	against	 those	states.	
There	was	an	Arab	economic	boycott	and	maritime	blockade	of	 Israel	designed	
to	strangle	it	economically	and	an	Arab	oil	embargo	which,	in	1973-74,	sought	to	
isolate	Israel	internationally.

    *  *  *

 The duration and frequency of these clashes, and the intense media attention 
they	received,	no	doubt	contributed	to	 the	conflation	of	 the	Arab-Israeli	conflict	
with	all	Middle	Eastern	conflicts	in	general.	Iraqis	and	Iranians	could	engage	in	a	
brutal	eight-year	war,	and	the	Lebanese	could	massacre	each	other	for	15,	yet	the	
term	“Middle	East	conflict”	referred	almost	exclusively	to	that	between	Israelis	and	
Arabs. This misconception was instilled in generations of American students whose 
universities	offered	popular	courses	on	the	Arab-Israeli	conflict	and	all	but	ignored	
other regional disputes. Not surprisingly, successive American administrations, 
Republican	 and	 Democratic	 alike,	 subscribed	 to	 the	 notion	 of	 “linkage.”	 This	
held	that	the	core	conflict	in	the	Middle	East	was	that	between	Arabs	and	Israelis.	
Resolve it and all other struggles would fall dominolike in peace.
 The Abraham Accords merely dealt a coup de grace to this myth, but it had in 
fact	been	dying	for	decades.	The	process	began	with	the	Egypt-Israel	peace	treaty	
of	1979,	the	1993	Oslo	Accords	between	Israel	and	the	PLO	and	the	following	year,	

Israel’s	peace	agreement	with	Jordan.	Two	Gulf	wars,	in	1991	and	2003,	proved	once	again	
that	the	Arabs	had	faced	bigger	threats	than	Israel,	and	the	Arab	Spring	of	2011	demonstrated	
that Middle Easterners had other things on their minds, such as democracy and freedom.
	 Yet	still	the	myth	persisted,	albeit	in	a	pared-down	form.	If,	in	the	past,	regional	stability	
was	 only	 attainable	 through	Arab-Israeli	 peace,	 now	 that	 peace	 could	 be	 achieved	 solely	
through	Israeli-Palestinian	reconciliation	and	the	creation	of	a	Palestinian	state.	This	notion	
was	enshrined	in	numerous	organizations	such	as	the	U.S.-based	Alliance	for	Middle	East	
Peace	and	the	European	Union’s	Middle	East	Peace	Projects,	which	were	not	really	dedicated	
to	regional	peace	but	almost	exclusively	to	an	Israeli-Palestinian	accord.	“Recognizing	that	
the	Israeli-Palestinian	issue	was	at	the	core	of	the	Arab-Israeli	conflict,”	the	Foundation	for	
Middle	East	Peace	was	established	in	Washington.
	 Not	 surprisingly,	 then,	 Palestinian-Israeli	 linkage	 became	 official	 American	 policy.	
“Of	all	 the	problems	the	administration	faces	globally	 ...	This	 is	 the	epicenter,”	President	
Obama’s	National	Security	Adviser,	Jim	Jones,	declared	in	2010.	“If	God	had	appeared	in	
front	of	the	President	and	said	he	could	do	one	thing	on	the	planet	it	would	be	the	two-state	
solution.”	Six	years	later,	Secretary	of	State	John	Kerry	insisted	that	“There	will	be	no	...	
Separate	peace	with	the	Arab	world	without	...	Palestinian	peace.	That	is	a	hard	reality.”

    *  *  *

	 Like	 the	 Arab-Israeli	 linkage	 concept,	 the	 reduced	 Israeli-Palestinian	 version	 was	
disproved	by	the	Abraham	Accords	and	the	agreement	between	Israel	and	Morocco.	Though	
the	Arab	 signatories	 continued	 to	 pledge	 fealty	 to	 the	 Palestinian	 cause,	 they	 effectively	
sidestepped	the	issue	and	even	hinted	that	the	Palestinians	themselves	were	to	blame.	After	
rejecting	three	offers	of	statehood	in	the	West	Bank	and	Gaza—in	2000,	2001,	and	2008—
and	then	failing	to	take	advantage	of	the	eight	years	of	Barack	Obama’s	highly	sympathetic	
presidency,	the	Palestinians	could	no	longer	wield	a	veto	power	over	peace.	Eager	to	access	
Israeli	technology	and	to	ally	with	Israeli	military	strength,	many	Arabs	states	were	ready	to	
move on.
 Their decision has irrevocably changed the region and created numerous opportunities. 
In	addition	 to	wedding	 the	world’s	most	 innovative	 state	with	 some	of	 the	most	 affluent,	
the treaties will help erect a united front against common threats. They will also alter the 
peacemaking	paradigm.	If,	in	the	past,	the	assumption	was	that	Arab	countries	would	first	
sign	peace	agreements	with	Israel	and	then	only	gradually	normalize	their	relations	with	it,	
now	normalization	comes	first	with	peace	rendered	 largely	a	formality.	If	 formerly	Israel	
enjoyed	peace	with	the	leaders	of	Egypt	and	Jordan	but	not	with	their	citizens,	now	the	peace	
is not only between governments but peoples.
 But there is one achievement that these diplomatic breakthroughs have not produced: 
an	end	to	Middle	Eastern	conflict.	On	the	contrary,	such	disputes	will	continue	to	plague	
the	region	and	even	proliferate.	In	place	of	the	Arab-Israeli	conflict,	there	is	now	a	broader	
and	potentially	more	explosive	showdown	between	the	Sunnis	supported	by	Egypt,	Jordan,	
Morocco,	 and	 the	 Gulf	 states,	 and	 the	 Shiites	 backed	 by	 Iran.	 There	 is	 battle	 between	
moderate	 Sunnis	 and	 Islamic	 extremists,	many	 of	 them	 embraced	 by	Turkey.	And	 there	
will	 still	be	civil	wars	 in	Syria	and	Yemen	and	chronic	 instability	 in	 Iraq.	And	 there	will	
be	an	unresolved	conflict	between	Israel	and	the	Palestinians	waged	in	the	U.N.	and	in	the	
international	courts	but	also,	occasionally,	on	the	battlefield.

 (Michael Oren, an 
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