
569 Cases Documented

Voter Fraud: If It Can 
Happen In Beverly Hills

L.A. District Attorney Won’t Investigate
By John Mirisch, Mayor, Beverly Hills

In a city in which an election was won four years ago by seven votes, every vote should 
count. But only the votes that should count should count. And that’s a problem in 
Beverly Hills.

 Voter fraud is real. It’s alive. It’s happening. And we have to stop it. Whether or 
not it happens at the federal level, we know it happens at the local level. We have seen it 
ourselves and our own investigations have proven it happens.
 Last month at a marathon City Council meeting, the Beverly Hills City Council at 
my request unanimously agreed to launch an Anti-Voter Fraud Initiative. The initiative 
will attempt to use every tool at the Council and City’s disposal to protect the integrity 
of our local election, the next of which is March 7 (and in which I and the vice mayor are 
up for re-election). 
 We will attempt to inform our own voters to help report suspected instances of 
unauthorized voters. We will continue to lobby the Secretary of State, our DA and other 

officials to take the matter of suspected voter fraud seriously and to take action. 
 Yes, we are frustrated.
 Our frustration and the decision to educate, lobby and take whatever local action 
we can to deal with voter fraud is preceded by two Council study sessions in which 
we discussed the matter with representatives from the local registrar-recorder and the 
Secretary of State, one meeting more exasperating than the other. We shouldn’t have to 
self-police and we are extremely limited as to what we can do locally to put an end to 
voter fraud.
 Some background information is in order, particularly for those who aren’t familiar 
with Beverly Hills, beyond the stereotype, or suggest that voter fraud doesn’t exist.
 In 2008 a local developer won a referendum by 129 votes which granted a 
controversial building entitlement. The developer spent millions of dollars prior to the 
election with all manner of expensive propaganda. The grass-roots group opposing the 
developer’s plans suspected that many voters who had voted in Beverly Hills were not 
bona fide or legal residents of the City, but nonetheless voted in the election.
 In a Herculean effort, volunteers canvassed the city, going door-to-door to investigate 
the claims of voter fraud. They uncovered 569 documented cases of voters who were 
not entitled to vote in our local election. The group of phony voters included random 
people registered at unsuspecting residents’ addresses, non-U.S. citizens, Beverly Hills 
residents’ adult children who themselves were domiciled elsewhere, etc. That’s right: 
there were 569 documented cases of illegal voters in an election which had been won by 
129 votes. The math is pretty simple.
 The citizens’ group turned over their voluminous documentation over to the local 
DA’s office, which complimented them on their meticulousness and then proceeded to 
do... absolutely nothing. No indictments. No prosecution. No convictions. Nothing.
 Fast forward to the months preceding the Nov. 2016 election: the same developer 
who had won the tainted 2008 election was now attempting to pass an initiative to build 
a 375-foot skyscraper in Beverly Hills. As in 2008, the developer spent millions of dollars 
in campaign propaganda (it turns out that the developer ended up spending more than 
$1000 per vote in a losing effort), and reports of potential illegal voters arose once again. 
The City received a list of over 500 voters registered at a few business addresses. As a 
Council colleague remarked, the limited number of business addresses makes this seem 
like an organized effort. We turned the list over to the Los Angeles County Registrar 
Recorder, who sent letters out to these 500 registered voters, informing them that their 
voting status would be placed on hold pending their verifying that they actually lived in 
Beverly Hills and were entitled to vote here.
 It turns out that only two of the over 500 registered voters ended up verifying that 
they actually live in Beverly Hills.
 If we had not been provided with a list of unauthorized registered voters, which we 
forwarded to the registrar with the request to invalidate the registrations pending further 
confirmation, we could have had 500 illegal voters in the November election. This is in a City 
in which, as mentioned, a councilmember won election in 2013 by a mere seven votes.
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Writer Searching for Religion

Picking Just One Word
To Describe God

By Lara Santos
Valley Voice Student Reporter

W hen asked why people believe in religion, the following professors who teach in 
the Religion department of their respective schools provided these responses:
 Victor Thasiah, a professor at California Lutheran University, said, “I think 

it’s associated with an attempt to find meaning for human life and for the world as 
we experience it—something that stands behind the values we think are important; 
something that kind of backs up justice. People want to believe it matters to be good and 
to not be bad.”
 Jody Meyer, a professor at California State University Northridge, said, “The main 
reason is because they’re raised a certain way, and if they have the social or cultural 
support, it’s most likely they’ll stay.”
 Kapp Johnson, another professor at California Lutheran University, said, “If we 
live, from a human side, only for ourselves, we will eventually, if you follow the logic of 
it, we will go into nihilism. If we are all that there is, then we move towards nihilism and 
narcissism.”
 If you were at the Starbucks on Reseda, the Northridge area in general, or talked 
to me through the web, you might’ve encountered me asking individuals what their 
perception of “God” was, if they had one. 
 Most believers don’t go forth and become religious scholars like the professors 
above, but rather, keep faith simply as a part of their life. The people I interacted with 
via the outlets listed above are examples of this. 
 When asked simply what one word they’d use to describe God, they responded 
with a number of answers.
 “Merciful”, “powerful”, “omnificent”, “immense”, “forgiving”, “spectacular”, 
“ambiguous”, and “perfect” are just a fraction of the many, with a number of people 
saying they had no faith either. While the answers I received were wide-ranging in 
holding a baseline view of fear, holding one of love, and more, there was a common 
thread that was seen.
 All the responses proved that these believers saw their version of God as one that is 
beyond them—one that creates paths for them or has powers beyond comprehension. 
 It makes sense why I don’t have a religion, as I believe people make their own choices 
for themselves and their destiny, as opposed to one large entity who has that control. I 
was raised Catholic though. I went to private religious schools my whole life (and still do 
even now as a college student). I was baptized, received my first Communion, and went 
through the whole process to achieve Confirmation. However, I have considered myself 
an agnostic for the past five years now. 
 As Professor Meyers mentioned at the beginning of this piece, many people stay in 
their religion if they have the cultural or social support. I can’t say my loss of religion is 
attributed to not being in an environment that cultivates faith. However, I can say that I 
am not a stranger to this growing community of unaffiliated individuals. 
 The PEW Research Center shows that, in the United States, “between 2007 and 
2014, the Christian share of the population fell from 78.4% to 70.6%, driven mainly by 
declines among mainline Protestants and Catholics. The unaffiliated experienced the most 
growth, and the share of Americans who belong to non-Christian faiths also increased.”
 There are a great number of factors that may have caused this: birth rate, political 
climate, desire for empirical and scientific evidence, and more, but speaking personally, 
I have taken a step away from faith as I wanted to find one I connected with rather than 
mindlessly keeping one I was born into.



Source of Human Rights
Left: government
Right: the Creator

Human Nature
Left: basically good (Therefore, society
is primarily responsible for evil.)
Right: not basically good (Therefore, the 
individual is primarily responsible for evil.)

Economic Goal
Left: equality
Right: prosperity

Primary Role of the State
Left: increase and protect equality
Right: increase and protect liberty

Government
Left: as large as possible
Right: as small as possible

Family Ideal
Left: any loving unit of people
Right: a married father and mother, 
and children

Guiding Trinity
Left: race, gender and class
Right: liberty, In G0D We Trust 

Good and Evil
Left: relative to individual and/or society
Right: based on universal absolutes

Humanity's Primary Division(s)
Left: rich and poor; strong and weak
Right: good and evil

Ideal Primary Identity of an American
Left: world citizen
Right: American citizen

How to Make a Good Society
Left: abolish inequality
Right: develop each citizen's moral character

View of America
Left: profoundly morally flawed; inferior
to any number of European countries
Right: greatest force for good among 
nations in world history

Gender
Left: a social construct
Right: male and female

Most Important Trait to Cultivate in a Child
Left: self-esteem
Right: self-control

Worth of the Human Fetus
Left: determined by the mother
Right: determined by society rooted in Judeo-
Christian values

A Guide to Basic Differences
Between Left and Right

By Dennis Prager
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Primary Source of Crime
Left: poverty, racism and other societal 
flaws
Right: the criminal's malfunctioning 
conscience

Place of G0D and Religion in America
Left: secular government and secular 
society
Right: secular government and religious 
society

Greatest Threat to the World
Left: environmental catastrophe 
(currently global warming)
Right: evil (currently radical Islamist 
violence)

International Ideal
Left: world governed by the United 
Nations, and no single country is 
dominant
Right: world in which America is the 
single strongest entity

Primary Reason for Lack of Peace in 
Middle East
Left: Israeli settlements in the West Bank
Right: Palestinian, Arab and Muslim 
denial of Jewish state's right to exist

Purpose of Art
Left: challenge status quo and bourgeois 
sensibilities
Right: produce 
works of beauty and 
profundity to elevate 
the individual and 
society

Guns
Left: ideally 
universally 
abolished, except for 
use by police, the 
armed forces and 
registered sportsmen
Right: ideally 
widely owned 
by responsible 
individuals for self-
protection and the 
protection of others

Black America's 
Primary Problem
Left: racism
Right: lack of 
fathers

War
Left: not the answer
Right: sometimes 
the only answer

Hate
Left: wrong, except 
when directed at the 
political

Right: wrong, except when directed at 
evil

Cultures
Left: all equal
Right: some are better than others

America's Founding Fathers
Left: rich white male slave owners
Right: great men who founded the 
greatest society

Purpose of Judges
Left: pursue social justice
Right: pursue justice

National Borders
Left: a relic of the past
Right: indispensable for national 
survival

View of Illegal Immigrants
Left: welcomed guests
Right: illegal immigrants

Nature
Left: intrinsically valuable
Right: made for man

JWR contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national 
daily radio show based in Los Angeles. 

- Creators Syndicate
  

COMMUNITY NEWS

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS COMMUNITY RESOURCES

ABOUT US AND CONTACT

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

PorterRanchLife.com

PorterRanchLife.com is dedicated to all that’s great
about our community. It’s about us and where we live.
It’s designed to support our sense of community pride
by sharing Porter Ranch news and events, as well as
important information and resources.
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Winter 10 am–5 pm, Summer 11 am–6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not 
be relied upon to confirm applicable features. Not valid with any other offer. See sales representative for details. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.

Design trends, tips & more at TollTV.com   |   Download the Toll Brothers App today

For more information on homes available for quick delivery & directions,  
visit TollBrothers.com/GLA today!

Move-in Ready Single- & Two-Story Homes Available Now! 

YEAR
NEW

HOME
NEW

GLEN AT AVILA - Priced from the $900,000s BLUFFS - Priced from the $1,000,000s

PALISADES - Priced from the $1,300,000s CANYON OAKS - Priced from the $1,400,000s

It’s for people who are addicted and hopeless, desperate and searching. I want people know 
that they are loved. I want people to know that they are valued and important—that they 
matter; that they are respected, cared for, wanted.

The parables in Luke 15 demonstrate how much God cares for those who are lost and 
without hope. A shepherd loses a sheep. A woman loses a valuable coin. A father loses his 
son. Each of these people did whatever they could to find that which was lost, and they serve 
as pictures of Jesus Christ’s love and compassion for the lost. In Luke 19:41-44, Jesus wept 
over the city of Jerusalem. In Matthew 9:35-36, Jesus went through the towns and villages 
and, “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

Our Lord has great compassion for those who are sick, hungry, thirsty, naked, and 
oppressed. We see throughout the Gospels that everywhere Jesus went, He offered hope to 
the hurting. He came to this earth to love and forgive; heal and redeem; restore and save. 
We need to model Christ’s example. I want people to look at our church and say, “There’s 
a church that cares for people. There’s a church that doesn’t throw aside someone who is 
addicted, but helps them. There’s a church that’s willing to sacrifice for others. There’s a 
church that has the best volunteers in America—they serve and they welcome everyone. 
They hold no prejudices. They see others as better than themselves. There’s a church that 
offers hope to all people. There’s a church that strives to love like Jesus.” If you would like to 
learn more about the hope that is found in Jesus, please join us at Shepherd Church. 

 Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDown.com) and the 
senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has service times on 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm and Sundays at 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 11:30 am. You can 
connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

HOPE FOR ALL

I f you’ve spent much time in California during the past few years, you know how desperate 
we’ve been for rain. Thankfully, the long-awaited downpour we’ve had this winter seems 
to have quenched our state’s five-year dry spell. We needed the rain because our land is 

dry and thirsty. This is true spiritually for our state—and our entire nation as well.
We are a dry and thirsty land spiritually. We have the highest percentage of people who 

do not believe in God in this country than we’ve ever had before. More people are atheist or 
agnostic than ever before, which means there are more people who have no understanding 
of the presence of God in one’s life. Many of our institutions mock God. We have people 
whose needs go unmet every single day because of apathy and greed. Pornography and 
abortion are like a plague in this country. Religious liberties continue to be stripped away 
from people of faith. And instead of “In God we trust,” it has become “In man we trust, or 
“In self we trust.”

We have lost our way politically—as we can clearly see from the unprecedented vitriol 
and ugliness of this past election, on both sides equally. Moreover, I’ve never seen our nation 
so divided racially. Just look at the comments section of most news articles on social media 
and you’ll see how quickly people begin to spew hateful prejudices against one another. It 
must grieve the very heart of God who has made us all in His image (Genesis 1:27). He has 
called us to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31) and to consider others better than 
ourselves (Philippians 2:3).  

We’ve lost our way economically and morally; we are a bankrupt nation. Our federal 
government is close to 20 trillion dollars in debt. That’s $170,000 per tax payer. But we 
are not just bankrupt economically; we are bankrupt morally. There is the breakdown of 
the family unit, which causes us to be relationally challenged. We have more people who 
are being engulfed and enslaved by addiction to drugs, alcohol, and pornography. And we 
are living in times of terrorism. There seems to be a tragic attack just about every week 
somewhere in the world or on American soil. 

Because there is so much discouragement around 
us, God put it in my heart that “Hope for All” would 
be our theme this year at Shepherd Church. Last year, 
our theme was “Love God, Love People.” This year is 
about offering hope to a broken world. The year 2017 
at Shepherd is for people who are lonely, lost, confused, 
broken, disenfranchised, discouraged, afraid, or empty. 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

By

foc A

Faith and
Resentment

And Joseph said to them, 'Don't be afraid. Am I 
instead of G-d? You intended evil but G-d meant it 
for good…'" Genesis 50:19-20.

 
 In the final portion of the Book of Genesis, Jacob 
passes away, leaving his sons to fear that with their 
father gone their brother, Joseph, will take vengeance 
upon them. They feared he will be revengeful for 
the wrong they did him many years ago when they 
kidnapped him and sold him into slavery. The brothers 
approach Joseph and beg him to do them no harm. 
Joseph is taken aback. "Am I instead of G-d?" he asks 
rhetorically, "You intended evil for me but G-d meant 
it for good."
 The words with which Joseph reassures his 
brothers are quite telling. Certainly, he could have 
said something to the effect that "two wrongs don't 
make a right." But Joseph communicated a message 
far more profound than that. Not only did he have no 
desire for revenge, he would not even concede that his 
brothers had actually succeeded in doing anything to 
him for which he should feel wronged. He allows that 
they had intended evil for him – for which they are 
presumably accountable before G-d – but that is none 
of his concern anyhow, as he says, "Am I instead of 
G-d?" As far as what they actually did to him, Joseph 
completely dismisses any grounds for feeling ill will.
 In other words, he explains the reason for his 
lack of resentment: G-d was in control all along and 
his brothers had done nothing to him outside of G-d's 
plan. To be sure, the day his brothers sold him as a 
slave, Joseph's life was changed forever. But G-d had 
a plan for him to come to Egypt, to become Pharaoh's 
viceroy and to save his brothers in time of famine. 
That was not what his brothers had in mind, but for 
Joseph that was irrelevant. Life, as he saw it, was not 
a result of anything that any human being could ever 
have done to him, but rather, the culmination of G-d's 
beneficent plan.
   -  Rabbi Yossi & Necha Spritzer 
   Chabad of Chatsworth



Valley Voice Exclusive Q & A 
on Hidden Creeks

Greater Environmental Sensitivity with Updated Tract Map
EIR Sections Revised to Address Environmental Issues

V alley Voice: “Will the public have an opportunity to comment on the revisions to the Hidden Creeks 
EIR?”
 Wayne Avrashow, attorney for Forestar: “The short answer is yes. Forestar is committed to full 

transparency and is sensitive to community concerns.  Three sections of the EIR have been revised and 
will be circulated to the public.  There will be a full distribution to public agencies, anyone who submitted 
letters or testified, for or against Hidden Creeks.  All parties will have an opportunity to review and submit 
comments.”  

 Valley Voice: “When can the public review these revised EIR sections?”
 Avrashow: “The environmental consultants submitted the revisions to the City and the City undertook 
a careful analysis.  The EIR will be re-circulated to the public in February for a 45 day review period.  Any-
one can go on-line to the City’s webpage and receive the sections.”  

 Valley Voice: “Does the updated map and revised EIR sections affect environmental issues?”
 Michael Sanders, partner with Forestar: “The updated map and revised EIR create a far more environ-
mentally sensitive development, many of the updates respond to requests voiced by the public.”

 Valley Voice: “Our readers want to know specifics—what exact changes were made to create that more 
environmentally sensitive development?”
 Sanders: “The updated map has Sesnon as the primary access which eliminates the need to extend 
Mason Avenue and greatly reduces the grading associated with that extension.  This map will also save 100-
120 trees.  We significantly reduced our development “footprint” by 23%, or fifty acres.  As a result there 
is more open space, a larger wildlife corridor to enhance wildlife movement, the area around Mason is not 
developed and there are no public streets traveling through Gas Company property.  Importantly, we are 
not grading any off-site land.  The adjacent 80 acre property owned by Toll Bros. will be dedicated to the 
City as future open space and not be graded by Hidden Creeks.   

 Valley Voice: “Were these issues raised by the leading environmental groups?”
 Sanders: “These were what we believed were the main issues raised by the Santa Monica Mountains 
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Hidden Creeks Improves 
its Park, Trails & 
Equestrian Plans

Updated Plan Brings 
Greater Open Space & 
Public Benefits

The 188 homes at Hidden Creeks Estates is moving 
forward with the City of Los Angeles with the 
filing of an updated tract map plan. This plan 

will greatly reduce the environmental impacts but 
maintains and improves public benefits.  Some of the 
improved benefits are; an expanded future public park, 
the extension of the trails for equestrians and hikers 
and the future equestrian facility.  These public benefits 
components have been augmented and improved. 
 Valley Voice has learned new information, some 
of which has not been released to the public, regarding 
the public park, the open space, the equestrian facility 
and connecting trails for hikers and equestrians.
 The Preserve at Hidden Creeks Estates, that 
land dedicated for permanent open space has been 
increased from 118 acres to approximately 132 acres.  
This greater open space arises from Forestar’s decision 
to reduce the size of the “development footprint” of 
Hidden Creeks. Within the open space will be miles 
of hiking trails carefully design in a configuration 
to maximize views and public enjoyment, in a loop 
around the entire 285 acre property.
 Valley Voice has learned additional details about 
the public park. The park has been relocated from its 
former northeast location with an entry from Mason 
Avenue, to a more central location with its entry close 
to the future extension of Sesnon Boulevard.  This is 
significantly closer to Porter Ranch residents.  The 
park is also adjacent to the confluence of Brown’s and 
Mormon’s Creeks which will create a unique, scenic 
environment that is rarely found in parks in Los 
Angeles.  Since the site has a lower elevation than its 
previous location to the north, there promises to be less 
wind. 
 The 18 acre public park includes numerous 
improvements.  It is a family friendly park with a; 
tot lot, 105 parking spaces, a basketball court, three 
softball fields, restrooms, a concession stand, and a 
community meeting room.  The new plan incorporates 
an additional multi-use field for soccer and other 
activities, as well as a multiple extension station course 
along the trail circling the fields.

  *  *  *
 
 Forestar is complying with City Councilman 
Mitchell Englander’s mandate that the park be open 
to the public, but not use public funds to construct.  
The taxpayers will not pay to build this public park.  
Forestar is donating the land and fully improving the 
park to create a “turn-key” public park.  Even more, 
Forestar has committed to maintain the park for 
the first few years.  Both the improvements and the 
maintenance will be to standards imposed by the City’s 
Department of Recreation & Parks.
 In conjunction with the Department of Recreation 
and Parks who reviewed the park plan, Forestar will 
be well-landscaped with numerous trees, including 
larger, “specimen” trees.  The park will be dotted with 
numerous shade structures.  Softball players will enjoy 
sitting in dugouts that have shade structures; as will 
family and fans rooting for those players who will sit in 
stands that are covered by shade structures.  There will  also be shade 
structures near the tot lot and throughout the park.  The park will 
have shade from trees and structures on its “opening day.”
 Equestrians are anxiously anticipating the twenty-five homes with 
a K-District overlay for residents who want to board their horses in 
their backyard.  The existing Mountain Meadows will be demolished 
and replaced with a state-of-art equestrian facility.  The updated map 
has enhanced access to both the existing trails and newly designed trails 
to serve the public, the twenty-five homeowners, and those who board 
their horses at the facility.  Forestar is constructing a public staging 
area for those residents outside of the immediate community who wish 
to take advantage of the miles of equestrian and hiking trails.
 In addition, Forestar’s team is working with County Supervisor 
Kathryn Barger’s office to coordinate trials and roadway access with 
the newly acquired creek-front 26 acre County equestrian park which 
adjoins Hidden Creeks’ southern border. 
 As of the date of publication, Valley Voice has confirmed that a 
public arena will be covered and available for special events. Valley 
Voice has also learned that details of the equestrian facility plans 
are nearing completion.  We will have a complete review in our next 
issue. (Continued on page 5)
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Shapell Liberty Investment Properties  
wishes to thank our local community 

for supporting The Village at Porter Ranch,  
the future center of entertainment, shopping 

and dining in Porter Ranch. 

Announcing leasing opportunities starting at under 
1,000 square feet.  Delivery in mid-2018.   

For leasing inquiries contact: 
Bryan Norcott 
Savills Studley 
213-553-3862 

SHAPELL LIBERTY 
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

THE VILLAGE AT PORTER RANCH

LA's Football 
Follies

By Phil Wallace

The last few weeks have been a major news day for 
Los Angeles football. First, the Chargers announced 
that they are moving from San Diego to LA. Then 

the Rams made Sean McVay the youngest head coach 
in NFL history at age 30.
 One year ago, I was desperate for LA to get an 
NFL team back, and I would have gladly welcomed the 
Chargers with open arms. But that was last year. As it 
turned out, we got my top choice for an NFL team -- the 
organization with the greatest history here -- and any 
other franchise just seemed superfluous.
 Back then, I wrote that if LA were to get a second 
team, then it might as well be the Raiders. If LA is going 
to have two teams, then they should have two distinct 
brands. And the Raiders already have a fan base in Los 
Angeles.
 Aside from the fact that the Chargers are not 
wanted in LA, they have alienated their fan base in San 
Diego. They're about to become the Clippers of foot-
ball. The NFL picked the Chargers over the Raiders to 
be LA's second team for one simple reason - the own-
ers like Dean Spanos better than Mark Davis. That's all 
well and good, but that doesn't mean it's a smart busi-
ness decision. Of course, the worse business decision 
was allowing the Rams and Raiders to leave in 1995 for 
substandard stadiums in St. Louis and Oakland, but 

the league buckled under the threat of anti-trust law-
suits from both franchises.
 What gets lost though in the "they should stay in 
San Diego" argument is that the Chargers didn't feel 
they had a viable stadium option in San Diego. Part 
of that is due to the city of San Diego having dysfunc-
tional politics for much of the last decade. Part of that 
is due to Spanos' greed in refusing to play in Mission 
Valley, and demanding an extraordinarily expensive 
stadium near the San Diego Convention Center. Sure, 
the voters of San Diego refused to approve public 
funds towards such a stadium. But Spanos doesn't 
have Stan Kroenke money, and he couldn't afford to 
build a stadium himself.
 If Spanos wanted to move, and he actually wanted 
to be welcomed in a new city, then he certainly could 
have considered other locations. St. Louis was willing 
to contribute public money to a stadium for the Rams. 
San Antonio has long been angling for a team. So has 
Memphis. And the NFL keeps talking about putting a 
franchise in London.
 Speaking of those Rams, I'm not sure if anyone in 
LA knows what to make of the hiring of the 30-year old 
McVay. He wasn't my first choice. Or my second. Or my 
third. The Rams would have made a real splash if they 
had hired Jon Gruden away from ESPN. They would 
have made a solid hire by bringing in Josh McDaniels 
from New England or Kyle Shanahan from Atlanta, the 
two most reputed offensive minds available.
 So is McVay the right hire for the Rams? It's cer-
tainly a gutsy hire. 

 -  LA Observed

Conservancy, the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority and others.  We addressed the issues ‘head-on.’”
 Valley Voice: “How about the revised EIR–what issues does that address?” 
 Avrashow:   “The Alternative Sections was revised.  This includes Alternative IV, with Sesnon Boulevard as the 
primary access which will most likely be adopted. This is a superior environmental alternative. Since Toll Bros. will 
be grading and dedicating the Sesnon right of way to the City in the near future, it made sense to use Sesnon as the 
primary access. The second section is the Greenhouse Gas Emissions which was revised to be in strict accordance 
with the most current State of California environmental standards.  Finally, the Hazardous Materials section was 
revised and includes a detailed analysis of the impacts to Hidden Creeks from the Aliso Canyon facility gas leak 
which occurred after the initial EIR hearing.”   
 Valley Voice:  “Do you study how Hidden Creeks would have been affected by the gas leak?” 
 Avrashow:   “Forestar commissioned independent scientists to comprehensively analyze Hidden Creeks during 
the gas leak and the results are included in the EIR.  Those independent scientists and experts conducted detailed on-
site air emission testing of Hidden Creeks with a full laboratory-based analysis.  In their appeal, the local advocacy 
group Save Porter Ranch cited the need for more information on the gas leak’s impacts to Hidden Creeks.”
 Sanders:  “We all saw the video of the gas plume drifting south over Porter Ranch. We learned that during the 
gas leak the occupants of Mountain Meadows did not experience odor issues.  Hidden Creeks was not affected since 
its location is westerly of the facility, not south like Porter Ranch, and the prevailing southerly wind did not effect 
Hidden Creeks as it did Porter Ranch. We’re glad to provide the science behind that analysis.”  

 Valley Voice: “Will you meet with the appellants?”
 Avrashow:  “I have already spoken with most of the appellants. Mike Sanders and I met with the leadership 
of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy.  We understand our role as stewards of the land and our duty to 
develop Hidden Creeks to create the desired balance of; community benefits, economic stimulus and environmental 
sensitivity.”

 Valley Voice: “What is the next step for Hidden Creeks?”
 Avrashow:  “The three EIR sections will be publicly circulated and will receive comments form the public.  We 
will continue to work with individuals and community groups.  We anticipate a City Planning Commission hearing 
in the late spring or early summer this year. Since the Commission recommended approval at its initial review, we 
anticipate a favorable outcome since the updated map and revised EIR are a vast improvement in environmental 
sensitivity.”

Q & A on Hidden Creeks
(Continued from page 4)
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Granada Hills Residents
Up In Arms Over Mega Project

What does it take for working people to give up hours of work to 
demonstrate and picket, joined by retirees?  It’s the prospect of a giant, 
4-story building rising above a neighborhood of modest single-family 

homes.  The towering Woodley/San Fernando Mission project, if approved, 
will set a dangerous new precedent.  It would allow powerful developers to 
construct high-density urban in-fill projects in Granada Hills and other quiet 
San Fernando Valley neighborhoods.
 Harridge Development Group, a member of a highly-connected group 
of lobbyists, builders, and law firms with influence with downtown decision 
makers, seeks approval to raze an existing single-story community shopping 
center and replace it with an unwanted and misplaced 3 and 4-story mixed use 
residential apartment and commercial buildings.
 The new buildings, rising above 2 levels of underground parking, will 
replace the existing 94,000 SF single-story commercial/retail buildings, 
presently home to small merchants, a temporary DMV satellite office (formerly 
an Albertsons market), and the long-vacant Big Lots.  After demolition, new 
construction will span almost 500,000 SF, anchored by 440 rental apartments 
plus 16,050 SF of commercial retail space and a 48,600 SF grocery store.
 As required under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
an “Initial Study” was completed.   EcoTierra Consulting, Inc., whose past 
projects include the Staples Center, prepared the 165 page report, concluding 
this gargantuan project will have little or no impact upon the neighborhood. 
 This high-density project, if permitted, would literally overshadow 
homeowners on Woodley Avenue, who are prohibited from building 

“McMansions” on their small residential lots.   If you’ve ever felt that developers 
care only about maximizing profit at any cost to local communities and residents, 
this report will reaffirm that conviction.  
 Concerned residents have found many areas of error, exaggeration, and 
faulty analysis.
 
 Initial Study states: The project will not produce significant population 
growth.  
 Fact: Project density is over 10 times greater than the immediate 
neighborhood. 1,000 apartment dwellers will reside on this 8-acre lot – the same 
number people currently living within the 18-block, 80-acre neighborhood 
pocket immediately east. This project will increase the local population by 2%, 
on a lot 1/3 the size of John F. Kennedy High School. 

 Initial Study states: The project will reduce driveway traffic and reduce travel 
on surface streets.
 Fact: You read that right – 1,000 new residents and somehow traffic will be 
reduced!  Using suspect data, the Study would have you believe the temporary 
DMV office presently accounts for 6,000 trips per day. An actual count showed 
DMV accounting for only 1,800 trips per day - 70% fewer trips than the Study 
claims.
 

*                   *                     *

  Initial Study states:  Using the criteria 
set forth by the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide, 
the project will not expose people or structures to 
potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death, if appropriate building 
practices are employed.
 Fact: Although the project apparently complies 
with zoning rules and density bonuses established 
by our legislators, it flies in the face of equally 
applicable rules that say the developer must 
preserve the character of the neighborhood.  And 
the City seems ready to accept the project because 
of their pro-density bias.
 
  Moreover:
  -Harridge believes a new supermarket 
will succeed in a location abandoned by two 
others, which resulted in years of vacancies and 
nearly blighted the shopping center.
 -Harridge believes the project will have no 
significant impact upon supporting services like 
police protection, fire department capabilities, 
utilities, sewer and street infrastructure, etc.
  -Harridge thinks only 525 parking spaces 
for 440 apartment units are enough, with no guest 
parking. Overflow parking from the project onto 
the street will severely impact nearby businesses 
that are already grappling with insufficient 
parking and neighbors on streets fronting the 
project who lack driveways or alternate parking.
  -Harridge misleadingly compares its 
project with planned or unfinished projects 
in commercial areas east of the 405 Freeway 
and contiguous with Sepulveda Boulevard to 
demonstrate this development’s compatibility – a 
comparison neighbors are calling outrageous.
 
  Granada Hills North Neighborhood 
Council, Granada Hills South Neighborhood 
Council, and the STOP 440 group of concerned 
neighbors have voiced opposition to the project. 
Councilmember Mitch Englander has taken up 
their concerns with the developer. Community 
members can make their opinions known by 
directly contacting the city, or speaking up at the 
February 7 hearing, which begins at 11 a.m. at 
Marvin Braude San Fernando Valley Constituent 
Services Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd. 1st floor, 
Van Nuys. Send comments to Heather Bleemers 
at: Heather.Bleemers@lacity.org. Reference Case 
No. VTT 74392-CN ENV-2016- 3077-MND DIR 
2016- 3076-DRB- SPP-DB- SPR. For more details, 
email STOP440inGH@gmail.com or visit http://
tinyurl.com/wstop440.
    

-  James Andreas, 
Granada Hills Resident
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At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength

Toll Brothers Gift
to Granada Hills 

Charter High School
Robotics Team

On January 12, Robodox 599, Granada Hills Charter High School’s award-
winning Robotic Team received a $5,000 donation from Toll Brothers, a 
luxury homebuilder with communities in the Porter Ranch area, and who has 

a track record of providing resources in support of local schools.
 Since 2001, Robodox 599 has provided students a foundation in engineering 
and STEM through the student-led production of robotics, which then compete 
in international tournaments. Students are responsible for every step in the 
construction of the robots, from designing and manufacturing to coding and 
dedicate many hours to the project.
 Toll Brothers’ support is indispensable for the students and their work,” said 
Mike Dobry, a Robodox parent-supporter. “We would like to thank Toll Brothers 
for their generous support. It is greatly appreciated by all of us.”
 The generous contribution will help fund the advancement of the programs 
manufacturing and design capabilities. Exposing more students to the higher level 
of engineering that the robotics class offers. Specifically, the gift will fund the 2017 
build season and the team’s competition robot.
 “We’ve been impressed with the ingenuity and dedication of the robotics 
team for some time, and we’re thrilled to be able to contribute to their amazing 
work,” said Frank Su, a division vice president at Toll Brothers and Porter Ranch 
resident. “We believe in supporting the community that surround our homes, and 
these students are an excellent representation of our area.”

Not Too Late for
Flu Shots

Los Angeles County health officials reminded residents that it's not too 
late to get a flu shot.
 The virus is now widespread and has hit that point earlier than in 

past years, according to health officials.
 ``Influenza typically peaks in January and February and can linger well 
into the spring, so vaccination for anyone over 6 months of age is still highly 
recommended,'' said Dr. Jeffrey Gunzenhauser, the county's interim health 
officer.
 ``By getting vaccinated now, you can protect yourself at the time of year 
when you are most likely to be exposed to the flu virus,'' he said.
 Health officials urged everyone to frequently wash their hands and stay 
home when ill to reduce the spread of the flu.
 Those at greater risk for complications include:
 - pregnant women;
 - children under 5 and adults 65 years old and older;
 - people with weakened immune systems, diabetes, heart disease, lung 
disease, or conditions affecting the nervous system;
 - individuals who are overweight or obese;
 - healthcare personnel and staffers in nursing homes or long-term care 
facilities; and
 - child care workers.
 Children 6 months to 8 years old should get a second flu vaccine dose 
this season for better protection, according to county health officials.
 Most insurance plans cover vaccines at no cost and many pharmacies 
offer flu vaccines.
 The county offers free flu vaccines for residents without insurance or a 
regular doctor.
 More information can be found at http://bit.ly/FluVaccineInfo or by 
calling the county information line at 211.

LADWP Rights Passes
T

he Los Angeles Department of Water and Power's Board of 
Commissioners approved a ``customer bill of rights'' backed 
by Mayor Eric Garcetti and criticized by some leaders from 

neighborhood councils, but also moved to open up public comment 
and revisit the bill of rights in about 90 days.
 The commissioners unanimously approved the provisions of the 
bill of rights, which includes assurances that call wait times will not 
exceed three minutes on average; bills that exceed three times the 
average historic use for the same billing period will automatically be 
reviewed before being sent out; and requests to start a new residential 
account will be processed within one business day.
 Customers will receive rebates or credits if the guarantees are not 
met. For example, if the department takes longer than 10 days after 
a final inspection to process a new business service connection of 200 
amps or less, that business will receive a $25 credit.

   *  *  *
 The bill of rights does not require the approval of the Los Angeles 
City Council and would become active if the commission reapproves 
it or makes any adjustments to it in 90 days, said Amanda Parsons, 
media relations manager for the LADWP.
 Glenn Bailey, treasurer of the Los Angeles Neighborhood Council 
Coalition, complained on Jan. 3 that the initial bill of rights vote was 
scheduled without any public notice of its details.
 Jack Humphreville, president of the DWP Advocacy Committee, 
which represents Los Angeles neighborhood councils in matters 
related to the department, questioned its impact and said that ``it 
sounds good, but it is no big deal.''
 The LADWP has been rocked publicly by a number of scandals in 
recent years, and the customer bill of rights directly addresses some of 
the problems that have emerged,  including long telephone wait times 
and a glitchy billing system unveiled several years ago that wildly 
inflated some customers' bills.
 A Los Angeles County Superior Court judge granted preliminary 
approval in November to a class-action settlement expected to result in 
at least $67.5 million refunded to LADWP customers over the billing 
system.
 At Garcetti's news conference on Jan. 3, LADWP officials said 
average call wait times had been cut to under a minute over the last 10 
months.
 Wright said the department is ready to stand by the bill of rights, 
thanks to the increased personnel that have been hired over the last 
two years, including 300 customer service representatives and several 
hundred new billers.
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LIFE STORY—Camarillo resident Dr. Jeffrey Nordella recently self-published “Denied,” 
which chronicles the physician’s successful multimillion-dollar lawsuit against Anthem Blue 
Cross. When Camarillo resident Dr. Jeffrey Nordella discusses his new book, “Denied,” he 

speaks heatedly about greedy health 
insurance providers that he believes 
value profit over quality care.
 The physician won a multi-million 
dollar lawsuit in 2013 in which he 
contended that Anthem Blue Cross, 
an insurance corporation that’s part 
of WellPoint, Inc., would not accept 
him as a preferred provider because 
he was an advocate for patients 
whose claims had been denied.
 The self-published book, which 
chronicles his financially and 
emotionally exhausting legal battle, 
reaches far beyond the high-stakes 
courtroom proceedings that ended 
three years ago.
 Written with Kim Beyer- 
Johnson and a team of ghost writers, 
“Denied” chronicles Nordella’s 
dogged pursuit of justice in the 
wake of unthinkable tragedy — and 
how he came out on top. 
 “My whole world around me 
was crumbling, but it gave me the 
focus to fight back,” Nordella told 
the Acorn. “I felt like a dog on 
somebody’s leg and I wasn’t going 
to let go until justice was served.”
 In his book, the current medical 
director at Porter Ranch Quality 
Care describes his difficult 
upbringing in the “asphalt 
wasteland” that was once North 
Hollywood.
 He and his five siblings lived in 
a two-bedroom house with their 
parents, who struggled to make 
ends meet.
 His father, who worked at a local 
department store, battled addiction, 
depression and Parkinson’s disease.
 His mother, he said, did the best 
she could with what she had.
 Nordella’s path to becoming a 
physician was hardly typical. In high 
school, his only A’s were in P.E. and 
auto shop.
 Given his grades, college 
seemed like a long shot. But with 
his grandfather’s encouragement, 
Nordella came to believe that 
pursuing an education would be his 
ticket to a better life.
 He began taking courses at a 
local community college and started 
shadowing a cardiologist as part of 
a certificate program in biomedical 
equipment technology. That’s 
when his interest in medicine was 
sparked.
 Nordella transferred to UC 
San Diego, where he traded college 

parties for math labs and study groups.
 He was eventually accepted into UCLA 
Medical School, his top choice. After graduating 
early, he completed a fellowship at Cedar- Sinai 
Medical Center before returning to UCLA for 
his residency. It was there the Bruin met his 
future spouse, Carole, with whom he later had 
three children, Jamie, Kristen and Jeffrey.
 Nordella went on to start his own urgent 
care practice in Santa Clarita.
 According to his book, his issues with 
Anthem Blue Cross began in 2000 when the insurance giant refused to 
pay claims for medical services at his private practice, deeming them “medically 
unnecessary.” What they actually objected to, he said, was that he was cutting into 
their corporate profits by providing patients with the services they needed.
 To get Anthem Blue Cross to pay the claims, Nordella filed suit in small claims 
court and won. Anthem Blue Cross retaliated and things escalated from there.
 During the seemingly relentless stops and starts of his legal battle, which involved 
multiple lawsuits, including a wrongful termination complaint, the doctor weathered 
numerous tragedies. 
 Not long after he was terminated from the Anthem Blue Cross network for reasons 
he believed were improper, he and his family vacationed in Hawaii. While wading in 
the surf, his mother suffered a spinal cord injury that left her paralyzed from the neck 
down. She later died from the injury.
 Tragedy struck again two years later when an armed, mentally ill veteran charged 
into the Nordellas’ Santa Rosa Valley home and savagely beat and shot Carole and 
injured two of their children.
 Despite desperate attempts by Nordella and other emergency personnel to save 
her, Carole died from her injuries, just one day before the couple’s 17th wedding 
anniversary.
 In his book, Nordella described the incident and the harrowing aftermath in 
detail, reliving the agony he and his children suffered after the random attack.
 Nordella said his grief only fueled his anger toward Anthem Blue Cross, and he 
pressed on with his legal fight. The company ultimately was ordered to pay him about 
$4.5 million in damages, as well as punitive damages he cannot disclose.
 “I think the victory in itself gave me closure,” the physician said. “When you’ve 
been going along for years and complaining to everyone around you, and everyone 
is saying, ‘Yeah, yeah, Jeff. OK, Jeff,’ and you finally get (before the jury) to tell your 
story, it’s such a relief.”
Nordella said he hopes “Denied” will spur meaningful discussions about an industry 
he believes is corrupt.
 In a recent blog post, the physician posted the salaries of the top health insurance 
executives in the nation, and questioned why patients must struggle to find affordable 
care or simply put off seeking medical attention because of the expense.
 Stephen Hemsley of United- Healthcare, he said, earned $66.1 million in 2014. 
That same year, Michael Neidorff of Centene made $28.1 million.
 “We’re all feeding these multi-billion-dollar organizations called health insurance 
companies,” Nordella said. “Everybody is pointing fingers, but for some reason, they 
just seem to get a free pass.”
 Nordella’s youngest brother, Phil, praised him for standing up to Blue Cross and 
shedding light on an issue that affects many. Phil said his brother became consumed 
by the case and refused to give up.
 “For him to continue to pursue that with all the things that happened, it still 
makes me emotional,” Phil Nordella said through tears. “The fact that he went after 
them was admirable and amazing.”
 Some entertainment industry executives appear to agree. Nordella recently fielded 
a movie offer, but turned it down.
 “It wasn’t the proper match,” he said. “I would love to have somebody pick it up and 
run with it, but I don’t want Hollywood coming in and making it something it’s not.”
 Time will tell whether his journey will make it to the big screen, but one thing is 
certain: Nordella is a survivor.
 “Life is unjust to a lot of people,” he said. “But I’m still alive. I’m still kicking.”
 To purchase “Denied” or learn more about Nordella, visit www.
deniedjeffreynordellamd.com. The book is also available on Amazon. 

Book Details Doctor’s Multi-million-dollar Lawsuit 
Against Insurance Giant; Pursued legal battle while 

grieving his mother’s death, wife’s murder
By Stephanie Sumell

Printed with permission of The Acorn
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Bishop Alemany
High School

Bishop Alemany is the largest school in the LA Archdiocese, 
but tuition is $5,000 less than other nearby Catholic high schools. 
We serve the San Fernando, Santa Clarita, Simi Valley, San Gabriel, 
and Pasadena areas. 

Our rigorous academics, stellar athletics, and diverse student 
body are only part of our story. Call us to arrange a tour of our 
beautiful, sprawling campus.

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills
(818) 837-5222 • admissions@alemany.org

www.alemany.org

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

Los Angeles: Clean Elections 
and How to Pay for Them

By Jack Humphreville

LA WATCHDOG--As a result of Angelenos' accurate perception that our corrupt City 
Council and Mayor are unduly influenced by the campaign contributions of real 
estate developers, the leaders of the City’s public sector unions, and other special 

interests, Councilmember Mike Bonin introduced his “Clean Money Elections for Los 
Angeles” motion on January 17.  
 Under his proposal that “gets money out of politics,” the City would establish a system 
of publically financed municipal elections where candidates would “agree to forgo corporate 
donations, special interest money, further donations from individuals, or significant self-
financing” in return for “a statutorily established amount of money sufficient to run an 
aggressive and well-financed campaign.”   
 This voluntary program would be fully funded by a dedicated revenue stream.  
According to Bonin’s motion, specific sources of financing would include fees on development 
and a severance tax for all oil and gas produced within the City of Los Angeles. 
 But rather than levying new taxes on the business community which will be passed 
onto all Angelenos, the City Council should investigate the use of their less than transparent 
discretionary slush funds that are reputed to haul in $20 to $25 million a year.  
 Sources of cash for these slush funds include the Street Furniture Fund (advertising 
revenues from bus shelters), Oil Pipeline Franchise Fees, the Real Property Trust Fund 
(50% of the proceeds of the sale of surplus property), and AB 1290 Funds (tax increment 
funds from the dissolution of the corrupt Community Redevelopment Agency).  
 There are also lucrative fees from the Lopez Canyon Landfill, the Sunshine Canyon 
Landfill, and the Central LA Recycling and Transfer Station that never see the light of day.  
 Unfortunately, these slush funds are shrouded in mystery as the City Council refuses 
to allow a detailed audit that is available to the public.  Rather, our Elected Elite’s idea of 
transparency is a data dump of more than 100 pages of computer printouts which require an 
experienced forensic accountant to decipher.  
 And when asked by Mayor Villaraigosa in 2010 to “lend” $40 million to shore up the 
City’s Reserve Fund in the face of a projected $485 million deficit, the answer was a self-
serving and resounding NO.  
 Despite this lack of transparency, each Councilmember has detailed information on 
their own discretionary slush fund.  

    *  *  *
 Another source of cash would be to tap the combined $100 million annual budgets of 
the Mayor and City Council.  But like the slush funds, this might be hitting too close to home 
and limit the ability of our Elected Elite to finance their pet projects and reward their friends, 
cronies, family, and contributors to their election campaigns.  
 Bonin requested that the Chief Legislative Analyst and the City Administrative Officer 
develop cost estimates and revenue sources for the Clean Money Public Campaign Financing 
System.  He also moved that the Ethics Department to prepare a ballot measure for our 
rejection or acceptance in 2018. 
 Any reform will also need to address Independent Expenditure committees that are 
funded by real estate developers, the leaders of the City’s public unions, and other special 
interests.  These committees are designed to support individual candidates, ballot measures, 
or tax increases where the Mayor and other elected officials put the arm on well healed donors 
who are looking for special treatment at City Hall.  
 Of course, any reform will require the cooperation of our 18 elected officials and any 
candidate for office.  And this will be near impossible as campaign cash is the ultimate 
aphrodisiac for the money grubbing occupiers of City Hall and their cronies.  

Note: The recent flurry of Council motions endorsing campaign reform, including a 
Ban on Developer Campaign Contributions, are an effort to blunt wide spread voter 

support of Measure S, the Neighborhood Integrity Initiative, and to offset voter outrage 
over the pay to play corruption involving real estate developers.  
 Recent articles and editorials in the Los Angeles Times and CityWatch LA Watchdog 
have detailed the corruption involving the Sea Breeze development where $600,000 in 
suspicious money laundering campaign contributions to Supervisor Janice Hahn, Mayor 
Garcetti, and Councilmembers Buscaino, Jose Huizar, Mitch Englander, and Nury 
Martinez resulted in the approval of a $72 million development that was rejected by 
both the Area and City Planning Commissions.
 The Los Angeles Times, CityWatch, and other LA area publications have also had 
a field day commenting on the pay to play corruption at the over height development 
of billionaire Rick Caruso near the already congested Beverly Center, the oversized 
Cumulus development at Jefferson and La Cienega, the out of character Reef in South 
Central, and the 27 story development at Catalina and Eighth in Koreatown where 
Garcetti and Wesson extorted $1.25 million from the Beverly Hills developer in return 
for a variance valued at an estimated $20 million.
  
 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch. He is the President of the 
DWP Advocacy Committee and is the Budget and DWP representative for the Greater 
Wilshire Neighborhood Council.  He is a Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate.  
Jack is affiliated with Recycler Classifieds -- www.recycler.com.  He can be reached at:  
lajack@gmail.com.)

The Black 
Community 
and Crime

By Walter E.Williams

T he FBI reported that the total number of 
homicides in 2015 was 15,696. Blacks were 
about 52 percent of homicide victims. That means about 8,100 black lives were 

ended violently, and over 90 percent of the time, the perpetrator was another black. 
Listening to the news media and the Black Lives Matter movement, one would 
think that black deaths at the hands of police are the major problem. It turns out 
that in 2015, police across the nation shot and killed 986 people. Of that number, 
495 were white (50 percent), 258 were black (26 percent) and 172 Hispanic (17 
percent). 
 A study of 2,699 fatal police killings between 2013 and 2015, conducted by 
John R. Lott Jr. and Carlisle E. Moody of the Crime Prevention Research Center, 
demonstrates that the odds of a black suspect's being killed by a black police officer 
were consistently greater than a black suspect's getting killed by a white officer. 
Politicians, race hustlers and the news media keep such studies under wraps 
because these studies don't help their narrative about racist cops.
 The homicide victim is not the only victim, whether he is a criminal or not, 
for there are mourning loved ones. No one ever fully recovers from having a son, 
daughter, husband, mother or father murdered. Murder is not the only crime 
that takes a heavy toll on the black community. Blacks are disproportionately 
represented as victims in every category of violent crime — e.g., forcible rape, 
robbery and aggravated assault.
 Today's level of lawlessness and insecurity in many black communities is a 
relatively new phenomenon. In the 1930s, '40s and '50s, people didn't bar their 
windows. Doors were often left unlocked. People didn't go to bed with the sounds 
of gunshots. What changed everything was the liberal vision that blamed crime on 
poverty and racial discrimination. Academic liberals and hustling politicians told 
us that to deal with crime, we had to deal with those "root causes." 
 Plus, courts began granting criminals new rights that caused murder and 
other violent crime rates to skyrocket. The liberals' argument ignores the fact that 
there was far greater civility in black neighborhoods at a time when there was far 
greater poverty and discrimination.
 Politicians who call for law and order are often viewed negatively, but poor 
people are the most dependent on law and order. In the face of high crime or social 
disorder, wealthier people can afford to purchase alarm systems, buy guard dogs, 
hire guards and, if things get too bad, move to a gated community. These options are 
not available to poor people. The only protection they have is an orderly society.

 (Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at George Mason University.)
 

- Creators Syndicate 



Mason Park Spring Programs
 Thursday, Feb. 2 at p.m. is the start of registration for boys and girls volleyball, 
according to Juan Soto, park director. This is on a first come, first served basis until the 
league is full, and a copy of a birth certificate is required upon registration and kept on file 
at the center. Fees are $130.00, but does not include insurance.
 Five different girl divisions cover a wide age range of eight through 15 for a 10-game 
season. Mandatory evaluations will be held Thursday, Feb 23.
 Little kickers (soccer) for boys and girls 3-4 can register beginning Tuesday, Feb. 7 at 4 
p.m. Fees, $120.00.
 T-ball and coach pitch for boys ages 5 to 8 in two divisions have had registrations, but 
for more information, call 818-998-6377. Practices begin in March.
 The park is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth.

Council District 12 Speaker Series
 Councilmember Mitchell Englander is proud to announce the beginning of the 
Quarterly CD12 Speaker Series. This Speaker Series will host an insightful dialog on “The 
Anatomy of Hate” from the perspective of two Holocaust Survivors, Gabriella Karin and 
Robert Geminder on Thursday, February 9, 6:00 pm at CD 12 Community Service Center 
9207 Oakdale Ave. in Chatsworth.
 For decades, Holocaust survivors have spoken out about their painful experiences 
during World War II. These survivors have been the most effective ambassadors of memory, 
hope, and tolerance for our community. Their dedication and courage serve as a testament 
to the vibrancy and tenacity of Jewish life.
 Now, with the youngest survivors in their mid-seventies, this is one of our last chances 
to listen to the stories of people who experienced this war and carry on the stories of those 
left behind. Seating is limited and RSVP is required. Light refreshments will be served.
 For more information and to RSVP, call (818) 882-1212 or email Ron Rubine at Ron.
Rubine@lacity.org. 

CalRTA Meeting
 On February 10, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting will be at the Northridge 
Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen Street. Come join us to hear the latest about your pensions and 
consider joining us for lunch after the meeting.  If you wish to buy lunch, please contact Mitzi 
Kushida at bighisa@aol.com.  Entertainment will be presented by folk singer, Sandy Ross.

Valentines Musical Program
 Join the Mid-Valley Regional Library this Valentines Day weekend as they celebrate 
Hispanic Heritage with The Peruvian Ensemble Music from Peru for the entire family on 
Saturday, February 11, 1:00 pm at 16244 Nordhoff St. in North Hills. For more information, 
call (818) 895-3650.
Rummage Sale
 The Granada Hills Woman’s Club has scheduled its annual Rummage Sale on Friday, 
February 17, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm and Saturday, February 18, 8:00 am to 12:00 pm at Granada 
Hills Woman's Club Clubhouse, 10666 White Oak Avenue. Come see what treasures you 
might find while supporting a great cause. For more information, call (818) 363- 9844. 

Stretch & Strength Exercise for Seniors
 The Chatsworth Libraary holds a free class every Wednesday from 10:30 am to 11:30 
am. The video classes alternate between seated yoga and other seated exercise. The library 
is located at 21052 Devonshire Street. Call (818) 341-4276 for more information.

Free Movie Matinee
 The Chatsworth Library 
will be showing the movie Sully 
on Thursday, February 23, 2017 
at 1:30 pm. Refreshments will be 
available. The library is located 
at 21052 Devonshire Street in 
Chatsworh. Please call (818) 
341-4276 for more information.
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COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE
       

Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
1-702-461-1333  /  1-818-366-9880

COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE
       

Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
1-702-461-1333  /  1-818-366-9880

LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
   
Please submit very brief local events, space is 
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 
No faxes, phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

F a c i l i t i e s  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  
 
 
 

PORTER RANCH COMMUNITY SCHOOL  
CLASSROOM ADDITION PROJECT 

PARENT/COMMUNITY 
MEETING 

 
Construction Update: We’ll share with you the latest developments on this 
significant investment in your school to improve our students’ educational 
experience. We will discuss: 
 

 

 Elements of the Project and Design 
 

 Steps and Measures to Ensure 
Safety of Students and Staff 
 

 Projected Construction Schedule  
 

 Your questions and comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MEETINGS PLEASE CALL FORTUNATO TAPIA AT COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

MAIN NUMBER (213) 241-1340       DIRECT NUMBER (213) 241-1338       EMAIL FORTUNATO.TAPIA@LAUSD.NET     

 

WEDNESDAY  
FEBRUARY 1, 2017 

 
□ Morning meeting at 8:30 a.m. 

and 
□ Evening meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Both meetings in the 

Multipurpose Room at 
 Porter Ranch 

Community School 
12450 Mason Avenue 

Porter Ranch, CA 91326 

Aliso Canyon Pulls Gas
For two days at the end of January, Southern California Gas Co. crews withdrew natural 

gas from the troubled Aliso Canyon storage facility, saying the move was necessary to 
keep up with increased demand created by the cold weather gripping the region.

 SoCalGas made withdrawals from Aliso Canyon for the first time in more than a year. 
The storage facility near Porter Ranch has been largely shuttered since a massive four-
month leak that spewed about 109,000 metric tons of methane into the air and led to the 
temporary relocation of about 7,000 residents.
 Utility officials said the withdrawals were done in compliance with state regulations 
and restrictions on Aliso Canyon imposed by the California Public Utilities Commission.
 Gas Co. officials noted that further withdrawals of gas from Aliso Canyon might be 
necessary depending on weather conditions.
 SoCalGas is hoping to resume injecting natural gas into the Aliso Canyon facility, but a 
final decision by state regulators on that proposal won't be made until after a pair of public 
hearings are held Feb.1 and 2.
 Some residents and activists criticized the utility for making withdrawals from Aliso 
Canyon, suggesting the move was done to pressure state regulators to allow a re-start of the 
facility. 

Steps Taken to Prevent
Aliso Canyon on Injections

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has endorsed state legislation to extend the 
prohibition of gas injection into the Aliso Canyon storage facility until the cause of a mas-
sive methane leak is identified.

 The leak in late 2015 and early 2016 emitted 109,000 metric tons of methane and 
displaced at least 7,000 Porter Ranch area residents for months.
 The Board of Supervisors voted unanimously in support of Supervisor Kathryn Barger's 
motion in support of the bill by Sen. Henry Stern, D-Canoga Park.
 ``To address the serious concerns of residents living near the Aliso Canyon facility, this 
bill ensures that every effort is made to find and address the root cause of the leak last year 
which forced thousands from their homes, caused serious health concerns and disrupted 
countless lives,'' Barger said.
 Local Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander also introduced a motion asking 
his colleagues to endorse the legislation.
 Stern's bill would extend the prohibition of gas injection into the facility until officials 
have determined the cause of the leak and publicly released the findings.
 SB 146 would also change the deadline for the state Public Utilities Commission to open 
proceedings about the possibility of minimizing or eliminating the use of Aliso Canyon from 
July 1 to Dec. 31.

Cold Weather Could Tax Energy 
Supplies, Says SoCalGas

The Southern California Gas Co. warned that cold weather - and the loss of its 
main local storage resource - may put normal electric and natural gas deliveries 
at risk across Southern California.

 But the company did not specify how large that risk is.
 The utility said the ``SoCalGas Advisory'' went into effect as of Jan. 22nd. At the 
same time, the utility would issue a system-wide curtailment watch for its large com-
mercial and industrial companies.
 According to the advisory and the curtailment watch, the utility asked its cus-
tomers to reduce natural gas use, turn down their thermostats to 68 degrees and take 
other steps ``to help lower the risk of possible natural gas and electricity shortages.''
 More than 95 percent of Southland homes use natural gas for heat, and 60 per-
cent of the electricity used in the area is generated using natural gas.
 The company had in past years stored gas brought in by pipeline in the Aliso 
Canyon storage area, but that was ended when a massive natural gas leak spewed the 
fuel into the air above Porter Ranch.
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SPONSORED

Coach Alicia Komaki huddles with
her players during a time out.  (photo - David Powell)

Sierra Canyon Sports

Continuing the Tradition
By David Powell for The Valley Voice

An undefeated season (15-0), a CIF-SS Championship, a CIF – State 
Championship trophy in Division 2-A.  What is left for the Trailblazers 
football team to accomplish?  The final honor was bestowed on head football coach Jon 

Ellinghouse who was selected as “Coach of the Year” for 2016.  The award and recognition of 
Coach Ellinghouse is well deserved.  Over the past ten years he has taken Sierra Canyon football 
to elite status.  When football began at SC in 2007, Coach recalls, “The first year so few boys 
came out to play, we had a challenge to form a team and compete in 8 man competition.”  It has 
been an amazing journey for the coaches and players.  One other event made this year special 
for Jon Ellinghouse.  In September he became a father for the first time, adding a baby daughter 
to his home roster.

 Sierra Canyon’s success in athletics is continuing into the new year.  The boys’ basketball 
team is currently ranked #2 nationally (xcellent 25 poll) with a record of 17-1.  Their only loss 
was by two points (65-67) in the final of the Les Schwab Invitational.  Coach Ty Nichols’ team has 
played a demanding schedule.  In addition to winning the Sierra Canyon Invitational, the team 
was victorious in the Bass Pro Tour Invitational.  The final was attended by over 10,000 fans.  In 
addition to collecting the first place trophy, junior Marvin Bagley was selected as tournament 
MVP.  The team has traveled to Missouri, Indiana, Oregon, and Nevada for games against the 
best teams in the country.

 Keeping pace with their male counterparts is the girls’ basketball team, with a record of 15-
3, and is ranked in the top 20 nationally.  Their three losses are by a combined total of five points 
-- an 81-83 defeat by South Salem, a 79-80 loss to Windward, and 60-62 versus Mission Hills.  
The team has played out of state games in Oregon and Alaska.  In Alaska they defeated East (73-
53), Barrow (84-23), and Wasilla (66-37) for the title in the Doc Larson Roundball Classic.  When 
I asked head coach Alicia Komaki to share her thoughts on her role as coach, she responded, 
“Sport teaches athletes so many lessons; it fosters an environment that allows growth, maturity, 
and responsibility.  I hope to teach these young ladies how to be thoughtful, strong, independent 
women with a competitive spirit.”

 Point guard Sophia Jacobsson, a senior, is eligible to play this year after being ineligible last 
year due to a controversial CIF transfer ruling.  Coach Komaki said Sophia and the team dealt 
with the issue in a positive manner.  Teammate Alexis Griggsby said, “I think Sophia sitting out last 
year made her even more hungry to play this season.”  Ryann Payne added, “Sophia did a great 
job of not letting her eligibility separate her from being a member of the team.  We made sure to 
include Sophia as a part of our family.”  Happily, Sophia is enjoying a great season this year.

 Also enjoying a successful season is the girls’ soccer team.  Coach Kristi Walker shared her 
thoughts.  “This season I have a talented group of girls…we have some really good teams in our 
league so every game is competitive.”  Taylor Mitchell, a senior who has committed to Duke after 
graduation, is one example of the team’s talent level.  Taylor is a member of the U.S. under 18 
woman’s national team.  Coach Walker added, “Taylor is an all around player that can play any 
position.  She is extremely skilled and very competitive.  Taylor is also very coachable and has a 
strong desire to learn and get better.”

 The boys and girls athletic teams in the winter sports season are continuing the success that 
began in the fall. 

Voter Fraud: If It Can 
Happen In Beverly Hills

 At our Council study session last month in which we asked for representation from the 
local registrar, the Secretary of State’s office and the DA, only the registrar seemed to take the 
problem of voter fraud seriously. The Secretary of State’s representative gave answers which 
actually decreased our confidence in its ability to protect the integrity of our voting process 
and raised the frustration levels of the entire Council. After having refused to prosecute the 
widespread 2008 voter fraud, the DA’s office refused to even send a representative to our 
Council meeting, even after I followed up the initial refusal with a letter to County DA Jackie 
Lacey, personally asking her to send a representative to discuss this serious issue. Their job 
is not just to prosecute voter fraud (something they evidently refuse to do, as was the case 
in 2008) but also to help us avert such crimes which undermine our electoral system. This 
nonchalance was both shocking and stupefying.
 At that meeting, as confirmed by our City Clerk, we pointed out various ways in which 
voter fraud could occur and evidently had occurred: people could simply register at houses 
where they did not live, either with or without the bona fide residents’ knowledge or they 
could register at business addresses, as they had done in the past. At the polls, they could comb 
through the voter rolls and see who had not voted and simply get replacements to vote in their 
stead. There is effectively no way under our current system to avoid or deal with most of these 
situations, particularly if the local DA’s office is unwilling to take action.
 Our situation is different from President Trump’s claims of voter fraud in that many 
(though not all) of the phony voters in Beverly Hills are US citizens who simply don’t live in 
Beverly Hills and therefore are not entitled to vote in municipal elections. But the problem 
remains a serious one at any level of government and we deserve to have faith in the integrity 
of our electoral system at all levels of government.
 And so the Beverly Hills Anti-Voter Fraud Initiative is born. Let’s hope other cities and 
municipalities join us to create a coalition against voter fraud. Our democracy is too precious 
to allow its very fundament, our elections, to be subverted. -  CityWatch LA

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)
 I went from being a Catholic who didn’t reason out why she was Catholic, to an 
atheist, to an agnostic. I’m open to entering religion again, but I want to choose one I 
believe fits best with me. When people talk about their connection to their religion and 
their God, I see the devotion they have, and I want to make sure that my devotion is well-
rooted and genuine rather than empty. 
 Most people know what/who God is for themselves and can answer a question posed 
to them about what one word they’d say describes God, but I’m still figuring it out. When 
I say I don’t have a religion, I don’t mean that I deny it, I simply haven’t found one I’m 
aligned with, but I am open and ready for when I do find it.

Picking Just One Word
To Describe God
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www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980   

MONTCLAIR             
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420 

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave, 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
951-894-7988

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales Associates

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

OR OR OR

5
years
special
financing§

plus...

15%
off‡

3
years
special
financing§

plus...

20%
off‡

2
years
special
financing§

plus...

25%
off‡

1
year
special
financing§

plus...

30%
off‡

OR
$44
PER MONTH FOR 
60 MONTHS.‡ ‡ 
INCLUDES 15% OFF. ‡ 

$15
FOR 60 MONTHS.‡ ‡   INCLUDES 15% OFF. ‡

SOFA ONLY

PERMONTH

Navasota Charcoal 95" Sofa

$99999

5 Piece Living Room
Includes sofa, loveseat, 
cocktail table and 2 end tables.

$309999

HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 27TH

AT 9PM!

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, 
#1 IN AMERICA, 
47 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE 
YOU!

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, 
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture 
LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We 
reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up 
of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched 
vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: January 31, 2017. Expires: February 27, 2017.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo 
purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum 
payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their 
applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, 
rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on 
your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo 
purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 12 or 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new 
accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.


