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The Vineyards
Shopping Center
Nears Opening
W

ith opening a few months away, The Vineyards already
is generating anticipation as Southern California’s
newest upscale and pedestrian-friendly shopping and
entertainment center. What’s more, The Vineyards will also
feature some of the region’s latest and most sustainable operating
systems and eco-friendly fixtures.
Rooftop solar panels will offset tenant electrical loads, power
LED lights in common areas and send excess power back into the
grid. Giant underground tanks have begun to capture and clean
stormwater that will irrigate the carefully designed landscape,
which happens to include rows of actual wine grapes. Mobile appconnected electric vehicle charging stations will be strategically
placed throughout the parking lots, including two installed by
Whole Foods Market, which will open a new flagship location
in the spring of 2019. And interactive kiosks will help visitors
to The Vineyards learn and appreciate the various ways that
sustainability has driven the project’s design.
Shapell Liberty Investment Properties, The Vineyards
developer, has carefully designed and implemented a range of

The Vineyards developer, has carefully
designed and implemented a range of features
and construction methods to ensure a lower
ecological footprint and to create a thriving
community hub that will become the focal point.
features and construction methods to ensure a lower ecological
footprint and to create a thriving community hub that will become
the focal point. To celebrate and promote the sustainable features
of the project, Shapell Liberty will seek LEED certification, a rare
feat for developments of this scale – particularly shopping centers.
The development will also seek SITES certification for its extensive
landscape design, a badge of sustainable design comparable to
LEED requirements for buildings.
“The sustainability concepts we and our tenants are bringing
to The Vineyards are consistent with our and the community’s
values. Our primary goal is to create a dynamic open-air

experience; doing so while integrating the best and latest
technologies and resources for a sustainable operation is
the right thing to do,” said John Love, Vice President
for Shapell Properties Inc. “Whole Foods and Kaiser
Permanente were the first two major tenants to share
in the vision of promoting sustainability, and more are
jumping on board.”
Initially, there will be 15 charging stations available
on a first-come basis when The Vineyards opens, with
plans for up to 85 total electric vehicle (EV) charging
stations as demand for those spaces increases. Shapell
has selected ChargePoint to supply Level 2 charging
stations at The Vineyards main shopping center.
A series of large underground cisterns already
installed at The Vineyards will capture and filter rainwater
runoff at the project to re-use for irrigation purposes.
“We’ve already had six feet of water in those
cisterns from the recent rains, so we know they work,”
Love said. “The reward will come when we put that
storage capacity to good use to reduce what we would

otherwise need for irrigation.”
The Vineyards is a mixed-use development at
the intersection of Rinaldi Street and Porter Ranch
Drive, featuring a pedestrian-friendly design to
provide a world-class gathering and entertainment
location. With complementary luxury apartments,
hotel and office space, The Vineyards will be the
premier open-air, mixed-use lifestyle development
in the north San Fernando Valley. Design elements
of the shopping center include a “main street” and
central green area that will host community events,
and a 4,000-square-foot community meeting room.
The project includes a recently completed threestory Kaiser-Permanente medical office building
scheduled to open in early 2019, a 100-room Hampton
Inn & Suites hotel targeting to break ground in 2019,
and a 266-unit luxury apartment community that is
under construction and slated to open in 2020. Major
tenants include Whole Foods Market, AMC movie
theaters, Ulta Beauty and Nordstrom Rack.
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Welcome to Los Angeles

How Corruption Begets Corruptionism
By Richard Lee Abrams

C

orruption means the system itself is more or less okay, but that certain people cheat.
It can be as simple as a bank manager who embezzles funds or as complex as Accounting
Control Fraud where the company’s executives loot the corporation into bankruptcy.
Enron corporation is well known example of Accounting Control Fraud where the officers
reported non-existent income towards profits and denied the existence of losses. It does not
take a math genius to figure out that consistent lies about high income while concealing huge
losses will destroy the company.
The perps do not intend the corporation to survive, instead they plan to loot it into
insolvency as happened during the Savings and Loan Scandals of the 1980s. Economist
William K. Black named such a criminal enterprise “Accounting Control Fraud.”   

► Accounting Control Fraud Applied to Government

From the crooks’ perspective, the biggest drawback of
Accounting Control Fraud [ACF] is that private entitles do
run out of money and go bankrupt. This aspect was true in
the first modern ACF, Equity Funding, in the early 1970s,
during the Savings and Loan Scandals of the 1980s and
during Securitized Mortgages Frauds resulting in the Crash
of 2008. The ability to steal is greater than the companies’
ability to generate income. Because governments have
taxpayers, they have become the best targets for Accounting
Control Fraud.

individuals ripping off the system and corruptionism where the government is itself is
corrupt. No matter how honest a city councilmember may want to be, he or she is trapped
in corruptionism and has no choice but to participate in the criminal vote trading system.

► The Ramifications of Corruptionism

Residential and office density always increase land value. A 6,000 square foot lot with
a single-family home is worth less money than the same lot with 20 apartments. A developer
will pay more for a single-family home knowing that he can tear it down for apartments than
a family can afford to pay to live in the home. Since all councilmembers must vote Yes for
whatever project a corrupt councilmember places on the city council agenda, the developer
only has to bribe one councilmember to guarantee that his
project will be approved no matter how many laws it violates.
The city itself benefits it since 20 apartments pay
higher property taxes than a single-family home and that
gives the mayor and city council members more money to
subsidize their buddies.
As the old TV commercial used to say about
margarine, “It’s not nice to fool mother nature.” The
laws of economics operate slowly, but they do operate.
The Big One which Angelenos need to fear is the crash of
Corruptionism.

► We See the Fault Lines, but Ignore Them

► The Great Myth of Supply and Demand

Family Millennials are moving away because LA has
the highest housing costs in the nation. The excessive density
brought upon us by Manhattanization has resulted in the
worse traffic congestion in the entire world. The destruction
of the rent-controlled homes of 60,000 Angelenos has given
us the worst homeless crisis in the country. Increasingly, the homeless are turning violent
and the general economic strain on every one of increasing corruptionism is destroying our
future tax base. While it is likely that the Feds will bail out the city when the crash does hit,
businesses will leave a city that is ruled by Congress.

► The City of Los Angeles is Pristine Corruptionism

While times look good, even the thieves are lulled asleep. Judges who take out extra
mortgages on their homes and other investment properties on which they do not have to
make any mortgage payments foresee no problem. Later they discover, that the unseen
spigot from which money flows into their mortgage payments can be turned off. One
problem of hubris is that the high and mighty do not see how Corruptionism snares them.   
While the Wall Street bankers who destroyed the economy in 2008 only became
wealthier, everyone else suffered. Did Wall Street care that the backlash of the Rust
Belt put Trump into the White House? No, not until his trade policies upset the global
markets on which they depend. In less than one month, stocks have lost the gains of a
year. The myopia of Corruptionism focuses on how much can be stolen now. Ask Judge
Richard Fruin whether he worried about the future of Los Angeles when he legitimized
the criminal enterprise that runs the Los Angeles City Council.
The fact that our day of reckoning has not yet arrived does not mean that we are
immune from the disaster Corruptionism brings.

The folly of Supply and Demand is that people naively
think that if others will pay $20K for something, then that
thing must be worth $20K. The reliability of prices set by
Supply and Demand is only as valid as the Price System
which produces the price. People who think that jewelry made from cubic zirconia contains
diamonds will pay diamond prices, but their false belief does not turn cubic zirconia into
diamonds. Similarly, in Los Angeles, people are paying hundreds of thousands of dollars too
much for homes based on the false belief that because other people are paying similar prices,
the home must be worth than exorbitant amount.
The City of Los Angeles is small enough for a few mega crooks to dominate and yet
powerful enough to compel a bailout by the federal government. Thus, the City borrows
billions of dollars to subsidize developer cronies so that when the projects go bankrupt, the city
is on the hook for repaying all the loans. For example, when the private Grand Avenue Project,
in which the city “invested” $197 million becomes insolvent, the Wall Street firm which put
up the money for Grand Ave will look to the City for repayment. If the City is also bankrupt
because it owes hundreds of billions of dollars more than it can repay, that’s OK because the
federal government will bail out the city. Of course, the City will be only be a conduit to pay
off Wall Street. Since the real beneficiaries of the LA Bailout will be Wall Street, Dem and GOP
Congressmen from across the nation will support the bailout.

► Why Is This Scam Corruptionism?

► Complexity Induces Somnolence

The City Council operates according to a vote trading agreement whereby each
councilmember is obligated to vote “Yes” on every project another councilmember places on
the city council agenda. This reciprocal voting is the definition of vote trading which California
(Richard Lee Abrams is a Los Angeles attorney and a CityWatch contributor. He
Penal Code § 86 expressly criminalized. In December 2016, Judge Richard Fruin, however,
ruled that the City Council’s conduct is “non-judiciable,” which is legalese for “above the can be reached at: Rickleeabrams@Gmail.com. Abrams’ views are his own and do not
law.” In brief, the system itself is corrupt and that is the difference between a few corrupt necessarily reflect the views of CityWatch.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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LAUSD Teachers’ Union Sets
Jan. 10 Strike Date

fter nearly two years of failed negotiations, mediation and fact-finding sessions, the
union representing 33,000 Los Angeles Unified School District teachers announced it
will go on strike Jan. 10 unless an 11th-hour labor deal is reached.
United Teachers Los Angeles President Alex Caputo-Pearl said there has been no
movement from the district on key issues for months, and the union has reached the point
of ``enough is enough.’’ He said the union has ``not accepted the district’s offer to go back to
the table.’’
``We’re not going to go back and do what we’ve already done for 20 months and sustain
more disrespect,’’ he said.
Caputo-Pearl said the union will strike ``unless we see an addressing of the crucial
issues that shape education,’’ such as class sizes, hiring of nurses and counselors, ``commonsense regulation’’ on charter schools and reductions in standardized testing.
If the union does walk out, it will be the first LAUSD teachers strike since 1989.
The announcement came after the release of a fact-finder’s report that sparked more
verbal jawing between UTLA and the district.
The fact-finding report recommended adoption of a 6 percent salary increase, with 3
percent retroactive to July 1, 2017, and the other 3 percent retroactive to July 1, 2018. The
LAUSD issued a statement saying the teachers’ union ``has agreed to the 6 percent salary
raise’’ and suggesting the agreement on that issue ``can provide the basis for a reasonable
settlement of the remaining items.’’
However, UTLA issued a response insisting ``no agreement -- salary or otherwise -- has
been reached between UTLA and LAUSD.’’
Caputo-Pearl reiterated that stance, accusing LAUSD Superintendent Austin Beutner
of engaging in ``stunts.’’
``He continues to try to bargain through the media,’’ Caputo-Pearl said. ``He claims
offers were made that were never made. He even said we agreed on a salary that we didn’t.’’
UTLA officials have repeatedly stressed that salary is only one part of the contract
dispute. The union had been pushing for a 6.5 percent pay increase retroactive to July 1, 2016.
The union is also demanding contract language limiting class sizes; calling for more
hiring of nurses, counselors and librarians; reductions in standardized testing; and
accountability measures for charter schools.
District officials previously said the union’s contract proposal would increase the
district’s $500 million deficit during the current school year by another $813 million.
In response, the union has criticized the district and Beutner, saying LAUSD has a
``record breaking’’ reserve fund of about $1.8 billion that should be tapped to make
improvements in school staffing.
The fact-finder’s report recommended that the district allocate funds - - estimated by
(Continued on page 3)
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LA Observed

City Hall’s Poisoned PLUM
By Bill Boyarsky

I

’m always amused by the nickname of the Los Angeles City Council’s Planning and
Land Use Management Committee, known for short as the PLUM committee. PLUM
is perfectly descriptive. Serving on it is a plum job for council members seeking
campaign contributions.
Its members approve all the big office buildings,
hotels, condos, apartments and other major projects in
the city. That is what makes their job such an excellent
post. Property owners, builders, architects, engineers and
others involved in the construction of these projects are
among the leading contributors to council campaigns.
PLUM committee members are high on their lists. The
donors’ names come up frequently in the City Ethics
Commission’s listing of campaign contributors. In 2017,
the anti-developer Coalition To Preserve L.A., whose
executive director is former journalist Jill Stewart,
reported on the contributors and the meetings they had
with council members. The report was entitled “Play To
Pay In The City of L.A.”
The PLUM committee has been in the news recently.
The chairman, Councilman Jose Huizar, was removed
after the FBI raided his office and home. The FBI hasn’t said why. One of the boxes
taken away was labeled “fund raising.” And the committee is likely to continue in
the spotlight. Pressure is increasing for city hall to allow more development to reduce
housing costs in a city afflicted with high homelessness. The PLUM committee will hear
the proposals.
City Councilman David Ryu wants to do something about this kind of thing. He
proposed an ordinance that would restrict campaign contributions “from applicants
for large development projects that require city approval.
“When applicants for large development projects, and others who have business

before the city of Los Angeles contribute widely to political campaigns, and in
some cases flout campaign finance rules entirely, we lose public trust,” Ryu said in
a letter to the ethics commission in June. “Unlike the city’s restriction on campaign
contributions from companies seeking city contracts, no such restriction currently
exists for applicants for large development projects
seeking city approvals on potentially lucrative
projects.” He said his proposal “would increase
trust in government and reduce the appearance and
risk of quid pro quo behavior.”
Predictably, the commission tabled Ryu’s
proposal. Los Angeles Times reporters Emily Alpert
Reyes and David Zahniser, who have uncovered
much about the developer-contributor-council
connection, wrote: “Commissioners did not vote
down the proposal but deferred a decision on it,
saying they wanted to look more closely at who
would be covered by such restrictions. For example,
commission staff cautioned that a person who seeks
council approval for a new development might not
be the one whose financial interests are at stake.” Of
course, anyone seeking council approval for a big project is enough of a big shot
in the proposal to have a financial interest at stake.
I’m not surprised. When I was on the ethics commission several years ago, it
was very difficult to toughen the campaign laws and when we tried, a city council
committee usually killed our proposals.
I hope this ethics commission gets tough and approves Ryu’s proposal. From
there, it should be passed by the city council and signed by the mayor. Perhaps
then, membership on the Planning and Land Use Management Committee won’t
be such a PLUM.

CityWatchLA

Here We Go Again! Bailing Out Utilities?

By Ken Franklin
hat does a State Assemblyman from Pasadena, a utility company, and the biggest fire in
Holden’s bill is expected to go public in the coming weeks. He still has time to weigh
California history have in common?
the frustrations of the voters against the concerns of PG&E lobbyists in Sacramento.
About $10 billion dollars.
What he does next is anyone’s guess.
Before Christmas, Chris Holden spoke before an audience of roughly sixty constituents,
To view these events in hindsight will only lead to a solemn shaking of the head. The
employees, and party-goers in a little tent behind his office building. What he didn’t mention billions of dollars now in question to repay the victims of all these fires could have been
during his speech, however, was the elephant in the room. As the crowd inside the tent cheered spent running the most at risk power lines underground, drastically reducing the risk of
and laughed, insulating the Assemblyman, a separate crowd began to gather down the hall.
incident. Instead, the focus of PG&E was on the profits of its shareholders rather than
Fifty feet away, activists united in the lobby of the office building, many holding signs on investment in the technology that would have avoided these catastrophes in the first
like “PG&E Kills,” and “No Bailout For Shareholders.” They were there to talk to anyone place. In fact, after raising rates in the first quarter of 2017, they saw their profits nearly
in the Assemblyman’s office who would speak about his latest proposed bill: a billion dollar double overnight, prompting them to file a further request for an electrical transmission
PG&E bailout.
rate increase with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
But the chasm between Holden’s supporters under the tent and the activists inside told a
And now a company that privatizes profits is seeking to socialize losses—and our
different story. Sidestepping the tens of thousands in campaign contributions that Holden has elected officials are holding the door wide open for them.
received from PG&E, the Assemblyman explained his reasons for drafting the bill.
Frankly: it’s a disgrace. 	
(Ken Franklin posts at Medium.com.)
The main argument Holden presented actually cited a precedent of a similar case in which
breaking up a utility monopoly financially benefited the city.
PG&E, which has admitted to causing more than 2,000 fires in California since 2014,
have turned to California lawmakers to help prevent the utility giant from declaring
bankruptcy—and with some success. S.B. 901, a bill shifting a significant burden of the debt to
(Continued from page 2)
PG&E customers, was already signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown in September.
A loophole in the law did not cover 2018 fires, Holden’s bill hopes to rectify that by shifting the district at $30 million -- to reduce class sizes and hire more nurses, librarians
and counselors. It also calls for the creation of a working group so the district and
liability away from the utility company altogether.
With insurance claims from just two fires in 2017 already totaling $15 billion dollars, UTLA can develop contract language relating to class sizes.
The district and UTLA have each accused the other of bad-faith bargaining
PG&E is looking for ways to limit its liability. One such possibility is determining that the
northern California monopoly maintained state safety standards in locations where an incident in recent months, with each filing complaints with the state Public Employment
was recorded. Lynsey Paulo, a spokesman for the company said in an emailed statement, Relations Board.
The PERB issued a complaint against UTLA, saying the union had ``failed and
“Nothing is more important than the safety of our customers, employees, contractors and the
refused to bargain in good faith. The complaint states that the union had repeatedly
communities we serve.”
Looking at the numbers, however, indicates that PG&E is responsible for five times more altered its positions -- including once by withdrawing its acceptance of proposed
fire incidents than its southern California counterpart, Edison. While both utility companies language on ``substitute and half-time leaves’’ and in other instances by adding new
serve more than 15,000,000 customers respectively, PG&E was responsible for 1,552 fires language on local school decision-making and bi-literacy programs.
between 2014 and 2017, while Edison was on the hook for 347.
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California College
Students Facing
Mounting
Affordability Crisis

L

ast month, Young Invincibles and Lumina Foundation
released a new series of fact sheets highlighting the
financial challenges facing California college students as
they struggle to afford a college education. By taking a hard,
objective look at the affordability of California universities
and how the deck is stacked against students - especially nontraditional students - these fact sheets shed further light on the
mounting obstacles facing California students as they pursue
their degrees.
Among the most troubling findings:
- Out of the 2.7 million college students in California,
540,000 students experience housing insecurity - and only 4%
of California institutions are affordable.
- Only 18% of California institutions are affordable for
student parents
- Only 37% of California institutions are affordable for
returning students
- Only 21% of California institutions are affordable for
student workers

Effects of the Nation’s Largest
Methane Gas Leak, Three Years Later

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter
A few months ago, twenty-nine firemen filed a
n October 23, 2015, a pungent odor permeated
the neighborhoods of the San Fernando Valley. lawsuit against Southern California Gas Company,
Aliso Canyon, a massive natural gas reservoir, saying they were consciously exposed to hazardous
had ruptured, causing the largest methane leak in the levels of toxins, including carcinogens such as benzene
nation’s history. Approximately 97,000 metric tons of and formaldehyde. Furthermore, some firefighters are
natural gas escaped from October 2015 to February battling cancer, according to the complaint (Fry).
2016 (Goldstein).Though the inhabitants who were
Hunting for a Clue: Searching for the Truth
relocated experienced temporary discomfort, they were
About Health Effects
not prepared to face the long-term consequences that
Dr. Nordella of Porter Ranch Quality Care said he
could potentially affect them for the rest of their lives.
“watched as the leaders did nothing,” and began the
Relocation: A Temporary Discomfort
first part of his study on potential health effects during
Nearly 8,000 residents were temporarily housed at January 2016.
“I’m just trying to do what I think is right,” Nordella
distant hotels, apartments, and homes immediately after
the leak (Goldstein). Many families strongly stressed said. “Looking at Porter Ranch is a continuing process.
upon the discomforts and disadvantages of the relocation. New information becomes available all the time. I’m
Gabby Sigal, a junior at Granada Hills Charter High highly, highly suspicious that there is a direct relationship
School whose family was relocated to a neighborhood between the illness of the people of the community and what
nearly an hour away from her school, expressed her they have been exposed to. Because of the court systems
and… legal loophole, we don’t know all of the chemicals.”
dissatisfaction with the inconvenience.
Nordella used an analogy to more simply explain
“The 60-minute drives to and back from school were
stressful,” Sigal said. “It was two hours I had to spend the lack of communication between researchers and
in the car every day compared to what used to be five- governmental and private agencies.
“It is kind of like an Easter egg hunt,” Nordella said.
minute drives. After my daily one-hour piano practices
after school, I had to eat dinner and shower, leaving me “The person who knows the chemicals, or who knows the
only several hours to complete homework, projects, and eggs, will go hide them, and it leaves us searching and
looking for them. The question is, who is really looking? I
other extracurricular assignments.”
Sigal, who is also a committed ballroom dancer, don’t see many governmental or private agencies looking
had to spend hours of her time during weekdays and at them. No one’s really looking. I hate to say that I feel
weekends at her dance academy that was even further like I am in an Easter egg hunt by myself.”
Nordella explained that so far, preliminary test
away from her relocated home.
“Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays results show “a very high, positive rate… to the point
were a whole different story,” Sigal said. “On those days, where it is confusing.”
“I just want to see if there is any objective evidence
I had three-hour dance lessons, which took up most of
my time. When I got home, I would start homework at that the community has been exposed to these particular
around 11:00 pm. Plus, the long drives were miserable toxins,” Nordella said. “There are numerous questions
to be answered, and we just have to look deeper.”
for my parents.”
In addition to common symptoms, even neurological
Adults who were accustomed to different cultures
had difficulty adapting to their new environments as well. issues such as inability to focus, loss of memory, and
Sue Kim, a Porter Ranch resident who was relocated balance difficulties are part of the effects of the gas leak,
to a hotel in Studio City, said she grew tired of snacking Nordella said.
“Most of [the people who show these symptoms]
on Chipotle and take-outs from Panda Express.
“Eating out once in a while was nice, but not being come from the Porter Ranch area. A clear history is
able to make a traditional home-cooked dish for months where you live, how long you have lived there, whether
or not you relocated, and if so, for how long?” he
was extremely hard,” Kim said.
After approximately six months, relocated residents added.
Aside from the mentioned symptoms, Nordella also
were able to return to their homes, and though the
immediate discomforts were coming to an end, the long- spoke about the people who have been seriously ill, and
how this might possibly be correlated with the carcinogens
term consequences were only just beginning.
and toxins released from the leak.
Health Effects: A Long-Term Battle
“We have a suspicious rate of seriously ill people
One of the most significant effects of the leak discussed in the area,” Nordella said. “There are particular types
during the initial aftermath of incident was the health of cancers that are associated with particular types of
consequences that the denizens were prone to experiencing. toxins- some not only one toxin. Those particular types of
Common symptoms included headaches, nausea, diseases, like leukemia, have the potential of being caused
body aches, skin irritation, bloody noses, sore throat, by numerous different toxins.”
palpitations, wheezing, shortness of breath, abdominal
Thousands of people’s lives have been tossed and
pain, vomiting, and diarrhea (Fry). Though these subsided turned through the adversity of the Porter Ranch gas
within the first few months, some think that victims of the leak, leaving many at a state of perpetual confusion and
gas leak have only just begun to show symptoms of much chaos. Even three years after the event, residents of the
more serious health issues three years since the event.
San Fernando Valley have questions unanswered.
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The fact sheets also identify the universities which are
the most - and least - affordable for California students. For
instance:
- Median Net Cost of a School in California: $18,989
per year
- Most Affordable Four-Year Public School: California
State University-Dominguez Hills - $3,297 per year
Least Affordable Four-Year Public School:
California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo
- $18,530 per year
- Most Affordable Four-Year Private Non-Profit School:
Touro University Worldwide - $10,572 per year
- Least Affordable Four-Year Private Non-Profit School:
California Institute of the Arts - $50,472 per year
Note that all prices are average net prices, meaning it’s the
price students pay after grant aid is applied.
“This new analysis shows what we’ve been hearing
from students across the Golden State: college is beyond the
reach of far too many young people,” said Kristin McGuire,
Interim Western Regional Director for Young Invincibles. “The
skyrocketing cost of college, the increasing need for a college
degree to find a job that pays well, and decreasing public
benefits has put California’s young people behind the eight
ball and policymakers need to step up. We know that a college
degree is still the best path toward financial security but too
many students, especially non-traditional students, are being
left behind as college becomes even more unaffordable.”
These fact sheets were created in collaboration by Young
Invincibles and Lumina Foundation. Lumina Foundation’s
affordability benchmark, known as The Rule of 10, states
that students should pay no more for college than 10% of
their discretionary income for 10 years, and the earnings
from working 10 hours a week while in school. Using the U.S.
Census, the groups applied median incomes of different groups
of students to test all of California’s institutions’ net prices
(cost of attendance minus grant aid, drawn from Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data Systems) on the Rule of 10 to
determine if they are affordable.

GETTING ALONG
WITH OTHERS

I

n my head I should accept
getting along with others.
Some plants need water
day after day.

Some folks need kindness
every day.
I should remember this and
offer folks some niceties today.
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Our Mayor Is MIA

LA Deserves
Better than
Garcetti and
Wesson
I

By Daniel Guss

t says a lot that neither of the two men at the top of
the City of Los Angeles political food chain actually
wants to be Mayor.
Eric Garcetti is the kid from the block who never
grew up and flew the coop, having been employed in
one form or other at LA City Hall for the past 18 years.
Much of his second term has been spent in places other
than Los Angeles, and other than California, trying to
rebrand himself on the taxpayer’s dime into something
other than his elected job title, which is Mayor of Los
Angeles the last time anyone checked. And he has not
been a particularly effective Mayor unless worsening
our already worst-in-the-nation homelessness is among
the criteria. Garcetti has been excellent at that.
But it is more telling that the person who would
have been his slam dunk replacement, LA City
Council president Herb Wesson, doesn’t want to be Mayor of Los Angeles, either. Last
month, he announced his bid to become the next LA County Supervisor of the Second
District, when Mark Ridley-Thomas is termed out. Mayor of Los Angeles is a vastly
higher profile and solo gig.
That’s what we call the nutria abandoning the ship, my friends.
It isn’t that Wesson lacks the requisite skills to do the job of Mayor. He doesn’t. When
Garcetti is away, Wesson becomes acting Mayor. He knows everyone, their in-laws and their
criminal defense lawyers. He knows where the bodies are buried but didn’t do anything to
prevent them from turning into bone piles. Wesson is, and has always been, about keeping
the majority of his immediate family employed in the corrupt political machine that is
LA City Hall. The fact that he is running – away from the Mayor’s gig – should not be
underappreciated.
				*		*		*
During his lengthy tenure running LA City Council, more than 97% of votes passed
unanimously, often without broadcast of public debate, and during which time he
marginalized and significantly cut down public participation, delighting in squelching
debate, discussion and criticism.
And what does it say that Wesson’s self-identified “best friend,” Councilmember Jose
Huizar, has repeatedly harmed the taxpayers by repeatedly engaging in “gland-to-gland
combat” with the hired help, had his home and office recently raided by the FBI, and is now
a pariah at City Council meetings?
With friends like that, who thinks it’s a good idea that Wesson have more power as a
County Supervisor?
This column was first to expose Wesson’s inability to evade personal financial trouble,
with multiple mortgage and credit card defaults, and bizarre real estate transactions in
which he and his wife purchased a more expensive home during a deep personal financial
crisis which would make getting a new mortgage virtually impossible, let alone affordable.
Then there is the issue of his home being misused for documented voter fraud by his son,
and City Council Floor Director, Justin Wesson, both of whom also arranged for the misuse
of LAPD resources at the younger Wesson’s recent wedding.

And that is the tip of the Wesson iceberg – at least in this column – with more to
come throughout 2019. Do you really think that the LA Times doesn’t know what’s going
on backstage in Wesson’s universe? To adapt the adage, if you don’t read the newspaper,
you’re uninformed. But if you read the LA Times, you’re misinformed.
In the very near future I will file a lawsuit against the City of Los Angeles and against
Wesson personally, for (among other things) repeatedly violating my 1st Amendment rights.
In 2019, he will throw a lot of money at trying to get the case dismissed. But if he can’t, it’s
a doomsday scenario for him because that means a deposition. And as I wrote last month
with regards to Garcetti, a deposition is the last thing someone running for office needs. But
a deposition of Mr. Wesson is precisely what Los Angeles needs before its next Election Day.
(Daniel Guss, MBA, is a member of the Los Angeles Press Club, and has contributed
to CityWatch.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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Congressman Brad Sherman

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
TOWN HALL
Saturday, January 19, 2019
2:00 - 3:30 pm
Chatsworth High School
10027 Lurline Avenue, Chatsworth
For more information visit: BradSherman.House.gov
Free parking and refreshments will be provided
January, 2019
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Kenyon Martin, Jr. (#4) on an uncontested
slam dunk

Coach Jon Ellinghouse has taken SC football from 8
man football to state championships.

Ashley Chavalier brings the ball upcourt
for the Blazers

Photos by David Powell

Sierra Canyon High School

The Name of the Game is Competition

By David Powell for The Valley Voice
inter has officially arrived, the hours of daylight will slowly begin increasing and we are
This year’s team produced many impressive individual stats. These include soph
now in the final year of the decade. Fall sports at Sierra Canyon are now complete with quarterback Cheyden Peery passing for 2886 yards and 18 TDs. Senior EJ Gable rushed
the football team playing a total of 16 games (more than in college), extending well into for 1713 yards and 23 TDs. Junior Hunter Williams gained 713 yards and 16 TDs. Junior
December as they continued to win.
Brendon Gamble added 496 yards, and soph JD Sumlin rushed for 595 yards. On defense,
After securing the Gold Coast League title by defeating Parclete, the Trailblazers won returning players include JD Hernandez (Jr) who led the team with 161 tackles, Josh Bryan
four more games to clinch the CIF-SS Div 3 championship. The win in the playoffs advanced (Soph) with 122 tackles, and DJ Harvey (Soph) with six interceptions. Most important,
the team to the CIF 1-A regional bowl game where SC matched up with the Upland Scots football is a team sport, and every player contributed to the Trailblazers’ success this year.
(12-1) in an away game. The Scots were the CIF-SS Div 2 champions. The game, played
under the lights on a cold evening, turned into a game in which two strong defenses contained 				*		*		*
two potent offenses. The first quarter was scoreless. In the second quarter, the Scots took a
3-0 lead on a 36 yard field goal. Responding with a 27 yard rushing touchdown by Brendon
Moving from the chilly evening football fields to the cozier indoor venues are the boys
Gamble, the Trailblazers took the lead 7-3. No scoring occurred in the second half. Despite and girls basketball teams. The SC boys team is loaded with talent and currently ranked
the low score, the SC offense produced 127 passing yards and 196 yards rushing. The victory the top team in Southern California and the nation (Maxpreps). The team plays a pressing
brought the Trailblazers to the final game of the season – a match up with the Liberty Lions full court defense which has resulted in many turnovers by their opponents. The up tempo
(Northern California CIF champions) for the state CIF – Div 1A championship. .
pace has resulted in high scores and, at times, large margins of victory. The team began
In the opening quarter, SC moved the ball 87 yards downfield on 15 plays, with Cheyden the season participating in the San Diego Tip-off Challenge where they were undefeated.
Peery scoring from the one yard line to give the Trailblazers a 7-0 lead. Liberty running This was followed by winning the Sierra Canyon Invitational – defeating St. Augustine
back Tyrell Sturges-Cofer exploded for a 72 yard TD to knot the score 7-7 at first quarter’s 86-40 in the final. In winning their home invitational they posted wins over highly rated
end. Josh Bryan converted a 24 yard field goal and SC led 10-7 at the half. Brendon Gamble Centennial (Corona) and Notre Dame (Riverside). Next was a 105-28 defeat of Hollywood
eluded tacklers and scored on a 22 yard run to put SC ahead 17-7 in the third quarter. Liberty HS, and a 33 point win over Granada Hills Charter. The team competed in the Iolani
responded with a 31 yard rushing TD and a missed PAT, to trail 17-13. The Trailblazers Classic in Hawaii, where they lost in the finals 57-49. They next play in the Les Schwab
missed on a field goal attempt. Liberty tailback Tyrell Sturges-Cofer rushed for his third TD Invitational in Oregon. It will be a busy winter break for the Trailblazers.
of the game, resulting in Liberty securing a 17-19 victory.
The girls basketball team, under coach Alicia Komaki, is also pursuing a busy
A season that began with two close losses ended with Sierra Canyon winning the Gold schedule. Currently, the team is undefeated and has a top 25 national ranking. The girls
Coast League, a CIF-SS Div 3 title, winning the state Division 1-A Regional bowl game, and began their season winning the Mark Keppel Invitational, followed by securing the winner’s
a berth in the State CIF-Div 1-A championship game. Coach Jon Ellinghouse has taken a trophy in the Sierra Canyon Invitational by defeating Alemany 68-50 in the championship
football program to the pinnacle of success since it began in 2008. In the early years so few game. School winter vacation saw the team bring home the champion’s trophy from the
players were available, the team competed in eight man football. In ten years his teams have Las Vegas Tarkanian Classic. It was then off to Oregon for another tournament. The
gone from 8 man football to winning state championships in bowl games in 2011 (Div 4) and league games begin in mid-January, with a home matchup against powerhouse Windward
2016 (Div 3). With a young team starting many underclassmen, the future looks bright.
scheduled for January 15.

W

City Watch LA

Is Another Tax Increase In the Works?
By Jack Humphreville

T

he Second Financial Status Report issued on December 6 by the City Administrative
Officer (“CAO”) said that the “currently projected expenditure imbalance of $83.9
million is still at a significant level.”  
[This does not consider raises for the City’s civilian work force of an estimated $40 million.]  
The major driver of “over expenditures” is $44 million of police overtime, comprising
more than 50% of the projected deficit. But in typical city fashion, the City has formed
a committee to study the matter, even though unbudgeted police overtime has been a
recurring issue.   
From the First Financial Status Report dated October 26, 2018, the CAO made
the following recommendation that was endorsed by the City Council and approved
by the Mayor: “Direct the Sworn Overtime Task Force consisting of the Los Angeles
Police Department, the City Administrative Officer, the Chief Legislative Analyst, and
the Mayor’s Office to submit a joint report within 45 days that includes a comprehensive
analysis of sworn overtime and recommendations to eliminate the projected sworn
overtime over-expenditure, avoid reliance on involuntary overtime banking, and
establish a logical and effective method for budgeting sworn overtime based upon the
Police Department’s goals and its expenditures and planned resources.”
While we have not heard back from this Task Force, many have speculated that this
is the beginning of an effort by City Hall and the LAPD to hire 2,000 more cops, financed
January, 2019

by an increase in our sales tax to 10%, up from the current level of 9.5%.
Our Mayor and members of City Council President Herb Wesson’s inner circle
believe the voters are primed for yet another tax increase, especially one that supports
public safety.  
Over the last two years, county voters have approved Measure M ($750 million
for Metro), Measure A ($100 million for parks), Measure H ($350 million for homeless
services), and Measure W ($300 million for stormwater).  
State voters rejected the repeal of the Gas Tax in November. They approved
almost $20 billion in bonds over the last two years (Education, Parks, Affordable
Housing, and Hospitals).   And in 2016, they voted for more than $8 billion in additional
taxes (Prop 56 - Cigarettes and Prop 55 – Soak the Rich Income Tax Surcharge).  
Now the Mayor Garcetti and Council President Wesson believe it is LA’s turn at
the trough.   
Stay tuned as the City’s spinmeisters go to work, developing a story line around
public safety, but ignoring calls for reform of the City’s budget and finances as pension
contributions and its bloated, poorly managed, and inefficient work force contribute
to the Structural Deficit that will burden that next generations with billions of debt.
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)
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What Does Eternity
Really Mean?
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

I

had the privilege of attending the Summer Olympic Games in China in 2008, and
while I was there, my mind kept coming back to this one thought. It wasn’t the
fanfare or the excitement — nor the gold medals or records broken — but the droves
of people wandering around Beijing who did not know the name of Jesus. My heart was
burdened by the reality that most of the people who surrounded me had never
heard about the hope, forgiveness, and eternal love that are found in Jesus
Christ.
Yes, the summer and winter Olympics display the incredible physical skill
and strength of the best athletes on the planet. Yes, those are thrilling moments
in time. But when they conclude after seventeen days every four years, they
end up being just that — mere moments in time when compared to the infinite
span of eternity
There is a greater test of strength and endurance happening right
now. There is a superior crown to be obtained. Paul described it this way
in Philippians 3:12–14: “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ
Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have
taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
No goal in this life is as important as our heavenly calling, which is to spend eternity
with our Lord and to invite as many people as possible to the same glorious future. As
C. S. Lewis wrote, “All that is not eternal is eternally useless.”
Eternity is woven into the Gospel! One of the very first Scriptures anyone commits
to memory as a child is John 3:16, in which Jesus promised eternity with Him in heaven:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
The apostle Paul echoed this truth by writing in Romans 6:23 that “the gift of God

Y

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Every time you see a rainbow, it’s a vivid
reminder of God’s “everlasting covenant” never to destroy the earth again by water.
Psalm 100:5 declares that God’s “mercy is everlasting” (nkjv). His throne has been
established from “everlasting to everlasting.”1 He is the “King eternal,”2 the “Alpha
and Omega—the beginning and the end,”3 who has established an “eternal
purpose” for all mankind.4
How can our finite minds grasp what is infinite? We often exaggerate
a lengthy situation or process by declaring, “That went on forever!” But we
really don’t understand the full scope of eternity.
Imagine a bird dissembling the earth—twig by twig, leaf by leaf, pebble
by pebble—and taking every individual element to the moon, piece by piece.
When this task was finally completed, eternity would just be starting! If every
five hundred years, a hummingbird sharpened his beak on granite rock that
stood five hundred miles high and five hundred miles wide, once the rock was
completely eroded, it would be but one second of eternity!
When we begin to grasp what eternity really means, and realize that
everybody on this planet will one day come face-to-face with their eternal destiny, it
raises the stakes. It compels us not only to care but also to speak. No longer can we
keep quiet! Our words and thoughts must be intentional. How could we not share
the Gospel with our friends? How could we stand by and say nothing, knowing our
loved ones could spend an eternity separated from God? When we consider the
“eternalness” of eternity, we have no choice . . . we must share Jesus!
(Excerpt from the book, “Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your Faith” by
Pastor Dudley Rutherford, available at Amazon and wherever books are sold. Dudley is the
senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has four campuses
in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com
and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.)

FLAME Defends Israel in the New York Times

ou can count on FLAME (Facts and Logic About the Middle East) to defend Israel
in the mainstream media.
For 29 years FLAME has represented the opinion—and outrage—against the
biased United Nations, Palestinian lies, the scourge of Iran, and the hateful BDS
movement.
On Dec. 9, for the first time, appeared FLAME›s newest editorial in the New York
Times titled «Anti-Zionism Is Racism.»
The fact is, BDS is racist, and calling for the destruction of Israel is racist. The New

Lavish L.A. Pensions Require
``Excess Benefit Plans’’

York Times won’t tell its readers that—but starting now, FLAME will.
According to FLAME president, James Sinkinson, “Although FLAME has
supported Israel editorially in more than 100 mainstream media over 29 years, we’ve
never run in the New York Times. But no publication so consistently misrepresents Israel
to more people than the Times. We decided enough is enough. Times readers deserve the
truth.”
The New York Times is the largest-circulation daily newspaper in the United
States, with Sunday distribution of 1.6 million copies and readership of about three
million. FLAME will pay more than $30,000 for each appearance of its editorials.

D

ozens of retired Los Angeles employees are collecting such generous retirement pay that
they exceed pension fund limits set by the Internal Revenue Service, saddling taxpayers
with additional costs, the Los Angeles Times reported, citing a data analysis it conducted.
Their lavish pensions have forced the city to establish an ``Excess Benefit Plan’’ to pay
what the pension system cannot legally cover, using money that could otherwise be tapped to
fix sidewalks, fight homelessness or hire more cops, The Times reported.
In all, the little-known fund has paid $14.6 million to 110 retired employees since 2010,
The Times’ analysis showed.
The list of recipients is dominated by former cops and firefighters whose million-dollar
payouts from a separate retirement program drove their incomes well over the $220,000
annual limit the IRS allows pension funds to pay.
The top recipient of excess benefits last year was former LAPD Assistant Chief Earl
Paysinger, whose $251,000 pension alone would have put him over the limit.
But an additional $1.3 million lump sum payment Paysinger got through the Deferred
Retirement Option Plan when he retired in 2016 catapulted him way over the top, requiring
the city to pay more than half of his pension from the Excess Benefit Plan.
Next was former Assistant Fire Chief Emile Mack, who also received a $1.3 million
DROP payment in addition to his $247,000 pension, according to city data from 2017, the last
year for which complete records are available, according to The Times.
				*		*		*
Joining them soon at the top of the list will be current LAPD Chief Michel Moore,
who got a $1.27 million DROP payment and started collecting his $240,000 pension when he
retired, briefly, earlier this year. He’s now collecting an additional $350,000 per year in salary
from city taxpayers.
The DROP program came under scrutiny year after a Times investigation found that
nearly half of the cops and firefighters who have entered the program, which pays their
salary and pension simultaneously for up to the last five years of their careers, subsequently
took injury leaves, typically for bad backs, sore knees, carpal tunnel syndrome and other
conditions that afflict aging bodies regardless of profession. The average absence was about
10 months, but hundreds took more than a year off, at essentially double their usual pay.
In response to The Times’ investigation, Mayor Eric Garcetti and leaders of the
unions representing police and firefighters called for reform, requiring that people in
DROP show up for about half of their scheduled hours in any given month in order to
get the extra pension check. The proposal passed its first reading in the city council 12 to
0; a second vote is expected in January.
Supporters of the program suffered another blow last month when a city report showed
DROP has never been ``cost-neutral’’ as was promised to voters in 2001.
January, 2019
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LOCAL Events
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

TOPANGA | THE VILLAGE
First Day Hike

Begin the New Year rejuvenating and connecting with
the outdoors by taking a healthy hike on January 1st, 11
am at Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park, 9955 Andora
Place in Chatsworth. First Day Hikes offer a great way to
get outside, exercise, enjoy nature and welcome the New
Year with friends and family. For more information, email
santasusanafriends@gmail.com or call (818) 784-4849.

Lockheed Skunkworks

Youth Basketball Clinics

Shepherd Sports hosts its annual Basketball Clinics
starting on January 26. This 5 week clinic will focus on the
technical and fundamental aspects of the game of basketball.
From beginner to advanced, our professional trainers strive
to provide a top notch learning atmosphere while make the
game fun for every participant. For more information about
times, location and cost, visit ShepherdSports.org, email
rlewis@theshepherd.org or call (818) 831-9333. Shepherd
Church is located at 19700 Rinaldi St in Porter Ranch.

Chatsworth Book Club

	 Monday, January 14, at 6:30 pm will be the first
in a series of two presentations on «Aerospace in the
Valley» at the Chatsworth Branch Library. In this
presentation Bob Ream who worked at Lockheed
Aircraft for 45 years will pull aside the curtains of
secrecy and give us a rare glimpse into the secret
world of black budget aircraft.  The library is located
at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth. For more
information call (818) 341-4276.

Deodar Trees

On Saturday, January 19 from 10 AM to 2
PM, the Friends of the Chatsworth Library will hold
its quarterly book sale. The Chatsworth Library is
located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.
The sale is in the Community Room. Go to
laplchatsworthfriends.org or call (818) 341-4276 for
more information.

Granada Hills Library is hosting a Special
Bookmaking Program for Teens & Tweens on Saturday,
January 26 from 1-3 PM. Come create a “single signature”
blank book that can be used as a journal, sketchbook,
scrapbook and more! All materials included. The library
is located at 10640 Petit Avenue. (818) 368-5687.

History of the Rocketdyne

Explore L.A. museums and attractions through this
exciting partnership between the Los Angeles Public
Library and local cultural institutions. Log in to Discover
& Go website (lapl.discoverandgo.net) with your Los
Angeles Public Library (LAPL) card and reserve free
or low-cost passes to participating organizations. New
passes are released at the beginning of each month.

   The Chatsworth Library Book Club will have an Open
Forum on January 2 at 1:30 pm. Participants are invited to
talk about any book they have read that they think will be of
interest to others. The book club meets the first Wednesday of
the month at 1:30 pm in the Library Community Room. The
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.
For more information call (818) 341-4276.
In January, Granada Hills Public Library is honoring the
historic Granada Hills’ Deodar trees on White Oak Avenue.
Events include: Make a Deodar Bath Bomb on Wednesday,
January 9 at 4 PM; Create a Community Tree Mural (an allages event) on Thursday, January 10 at 3:30 PM and Speakers
Historian Midge Gisel and Botanist Frank McDonough on
Saturday, January 12 at 2 PM. All Deodar events will take
place at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue,
(818) 368-5687.

#ShiftHappens

The Valley Economic Alliance is hosting an emergency
preparedness workshop on Friday, January 11, 7:30 am - 1:30
pm at California State University Northridge Student Union
Center, 18111 Nordhoff Street to help your family be ready
to protect their lives and property in the event of a natural
disaster. The event will include a rundown on preparedness,
retrofitting buildings, securing water supplies and keynote
speeches from preparedness experts. For more information,
call (818) 379-7000 or visit www.thevalley.net.

Thrive!

LA City Attorney Mike Feuer invites you to Thrive on
Sunday, Jan. 13th, 2-3 pm at Temple Ramat Zion. In this
free special event, he will moderate a lively panel discussion
with legendary actor/singer James Darren (who is thriving
into his 80’s!), plus local experts in gerontology, Alzheimer’s
and legal issues including consumer scams, online safety
and estate planning. Refreshments will be served. RSVP
is required to atty.rsvp@lacity.org or 213 978 8026. The
temple is located at 17655 Devonshire Street in Northridge.

Giant Book Sale

Wednesday, January 23 at 6:30 pm will be
the second presentation on “Aerospace in the
Valley” at the Chatsworth Library. Ray Vincent
of the Chatsworth Historical Society will recount
the history of the place where the rockets which
propelled Americans into orbit and kept our nation
safe were developed and tested.  The library is located
at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth. For more
information call (818) 341-4276.

Free Movie Matinee

 	 On Thursday, January 24 at 1:30 PM in the
Chatsworth Library Community Room there will
be a free showing of Mamma Mia: Here We Go
Again. The movie is sponsored by the Friends
of Chatsworth Library.
Light refreshments
are available. The library is located at 21052
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.
For more
information call (818) 341-4276.

Bookmaking Program

Free Passes to LA Museums & Attractions

Seated Exercise Classes

	  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every
Wednesday and most Fridays at 10:30 AM. The video
classes alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength
training. The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street
in Chatsworth. For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Tiny Tots Storytime

Come and listen to a library volunteer read
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at
10:30 AM in the Chatsworth Library. The library is
located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth. For
more information call (818) 341-4276.

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by the 20th, for the
following month. Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter,
Local Events Coordinator
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Special Election,
Los Angeles City
Council, District 12

C

Trump Needs to Deliver
By Adriana Cohen

P

ity Clerk Holly L. Wolcott announced that on
December 12, 2018, the Los Angeles City Council
called for a special election to fill the upcoming
vacancy in Council District 12, resulting from the
resignation of Council Member Mitch Englander.
City Council approved the election ordinance setting
the special election for June 4, 2019, and the runoff, if
required, for August 13, 2019. The calling of a special
election to fill the vacancy is authorized by Los Angeles
City Charter Section 410(b).
The City’s candidate filing and nominating petition
periods are as follows: Filing Period: February 11 to
February 19, 2019; Nominating Petition Period: February
11 to March 4, 2019.
Per Election Code (Sec 300), to be eligible to run
for this office, candidates must have resided in Council
District 12 at least 30 days before the first day to file for
the office. Thus, based on the proposed special election
schedule, candidates must be residents of Council District
12, no later than January 12, 2019. Candidates must also
be registered voters of Council District 12 at the time of
their nomination or election to office. Failure to meet the
above residency requirement will disqualify candidates
from running for office.
While the City will conduct the candidate filing portion
of the election, the County of Los Angeles RegistrarRecorder (County) will administer this special election.
For more information, contact the Office of the City
Clerk-Election Division between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, at (213) 978-0444 or toll-free at
(888) 873-1000. More information can be found on the
City Clerk’s election website at: clerk.lacity.org/elections.
Candidate information is available under the “Candidate
Information” section on the website.

resident Donald Trump’s days in office could be numbered.
If so, it most likely won’t be because of the partisan special counsel hit squad or because Democrats are calling
for impeachment simply because they don’t like the man.
Trump will be a one-term president if he doesn’t fulfill the key campaign promises of building a wall along the U.S.Mexico border and repealing and replacing Obamacare. Those two promises were the crux of his 2016 presidential
campaign, thrusting him to victory despite his being an unconventional political outsider.
Voters also elected the billionaire businessman because they believed his decades long experience in the private
sector negotiating complex business deals in real estate and beyond would be useful when jostling with foreign leaders
and lawmakers on Capitol Hill and would benefit the American people. So far, Trump has succeeded in that arena,
by twisting the arms of NATO allies to get them to pay their fair share for military defense and by replacing NAFTA
with the USMCA, not to mention the passage of the historic GOP tax cuts ushered in last year. All “wins” for the
administration, but when it comes to politics, nothing’s older than yesterday’s headlines.
The Trump administration is still coming up short when it comes to building the wall — something voters won’t
forget come the 2020 presidential election. That’s especially true for “angel parents” across the U.S., who have had loved
ones murdered by people here illegally — heartbreaking, preventable tragedies mainstream media close their eyes to.
But all hope is not lost. The president has several options available to him, including fulfilling another promise
— namely, getting Mexico to pay for the wall. The president could cut a deal with Mexico that benefits that country’s
economy, helps its security or offers another gimme in exchange for securing the border. Another avenue would be
cutting a deal with Democratic lawmakers to replace the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program; perhaps
Democrats would consider wall funding in exchange for a path to citizenship for the millions of “Dreamers” — people
brought here illegally as children by their parents. Or alternatively, Trump might consider calls for a crowdfunding
campaign to raise billions for the wall.
Not to mention the possibility of the U.S. Treasury’s selling “border bonds” — proposed by Rep. Steven Palazzo,
R-Miss., to finance an expansion of the current walls along the southern border.
And then there’s Obamacare. Republicans have long called for the Affordable Care Act to be repealed and replaced
with a better system at a lower cost to consumers.
With two years left in Trump’s term to deliver on these promises, the clock is ticking — or voters might look
elsewhere come 2020.
(Adriana Cohen is a syndicated columnist with the Boston Herald.)      -   Creators Syndicate

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

Letter to the Editor

M

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

Granada Hills Charter
High School InvenTeam

y name is David Karayan and I am the Lead Administrator of the Granada Hills Charter
High School InvenTeam. Our team is part of the Lemelson-MIT Program; The Lemelson-MIT
InvenTeams are teams that attempt to inspire young inventors to use creative lifestyle. The
InvenTeams also try to invent technological solutions to real-world problems. The real-world problem that
our team aims to solve is one in our community of the San Fernando Valley. Since your paper focuses on
the Valley, we were hoping that this project and its impacts would be of interest to you.
Our team is lucky to have become a part of this incredible program and to be given to this opportunity.
Before this, we submitted a grant for our invention after recognizing that animals and strong wind in our
community, Porter Ranch, knock over trash bins which pollutes local ecosystems, our team is designing
an electromagnetic locking system that prevents trash cans from opening when tipped over. Our aim is to
minimize the amount that city trash collection processes impact flora and fauna through the construction
and production of our device (known as the System of Electromagnetic Assisted Locking, or SEAL).
At this step in our process, we have been awarded a grant from the Lemelson-MIT Initiative. We
are hoping to inform the public about our accomplishment as students and inventors; as well as how our
invention aims to help our greater community.
Sincerely,
David Karayan and the Granada Hills Charter High School InvenTeam

January, 2019
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YOU DESERVE TO KNOW THE TRUTH...

Anti-Zionism Is Racism
Anti-Semitic attacks that kill Jews in a synagogue are fundamentally no different
than attacks on Zionism—Israel’s right to exist. They’re both racist acts of hate.
Anti-Semitism calls for the annihilation of the Jewish people—
whether that is by murder or destruction of the Jewish state.
Those who call for endangering or eliminating any ethnic
group—by either the political right or left—are guilty of racism.

What are the facts?
Zionism is the belief that the Jewish people have a right to
self-determination—to the State of Israel in their millenniaold homeland. According to the U.S. State Department,
anti-Semitism is a form of racism directed at Israel using
demonization, delegitimization or double standards. This
form of anti-Semitism appears in numerous guises—usually
false accusations—from both the radical right and radical
left. The objective of anti-Zionist attacks is to deny the right
of the Jewish state, among all the world’s nations, to exist.
Attack #1: Israel is a colonial state. This assertion
bespeaks a double standard, as well as a lie. No campus
demonstrators protest Turkey’s military colonization of
Cyprus, nor China’s occupation of Tibet. Yet Israel is falsely
accused of colonizing its own ancient homeland. In fact,
Jews are the indigenous people of Palestine—survivors of
the oldest sovereign state in this land more than 3,000 years
ago, with continuous residency since then. Indeed, Zionism
is an anti-colonialist movement, having fought Roman,
Crusader, Ottoman, British and Jordanian imperialism.
Attack #2: Israel stole Palestinian land. This attempt to
delegitimize Israel ignores the fact that aside from private
land holdings, the Palestinians have never had sovereignty
over any territory. Therefore, they do not “possess” public
lands in present-day Israel or Judea and Samaria (the
West Bank). The territory controlled by Israel today was
settled on land that Jews owned or purchased, was public
land granted by the British Mandate for Palestine, or was
captured when Israel defeated invading Arab armies from
Jordan and Syria in 1967—all legal acquisitions under
international law, to be resolved by negotiations.
Attack #3: Israel’s claims to the Holy Land are religiously
based. Many oppose the claim by some Jews and Christians
that Israel’s right to exist springs from biblical authority. Yet
Zionism is largely a secular movement, and Israel’s right to
exist is also supported by indisputable legal, historical and
humanitarian rights. While Israel’s state religion is indeed
Judaism—and it is the world’s only Jewish state—it joins 40
other nations, mostly Muslim, that designate a state religion,
also including Costa Rica and England. Above all, Israel is
not a theocracy, like Iran, but a secular democracy.
Attack #4: Israel is an apartheid state. This attempt to
demonize Israel is false on its face: Israel is the most diverse
state in the Middle East. Its citizens of all races, genders,

ethnicities and religions enjoy equal civil rights—more
freedom than in most of the world’s nations. Arabs serve in
Israel’s legislature, the Knesset, and Supreme Court. Yet
who criticizes the Palestinians’ apartheid demand that all
Jews be cleansed from their ancient biblical homelands of
Judea and Samaria? Double standard?
Attack #5: Jews are members of a religion, not a real
“people.” Whereas Jews have always been united by a belief
in Judaism, the Bible speaks of Am Yisrael—the people of
Israel—ancient Hebrews who built a sovereign nation, as
well as legal, economic and social systems. Jews are also
united by the Hebrew
Contrary to this
“The whole world language.
delegitimization attempt,
must see that
Jews are a distinct people
who also share a religion.
Israel . . . has the
Attack #6: Some Jews
right to exist.”
oppose Israel, so that
—Martin Luther King, Jr. can’t be anti-Semitic.
Just as blacks, Muslims
or any group can express unjust racial or ethnic bias against
their own people, so can Jews. Jewish ultra-orthodox
Neturei Karta sect members oppose a Jewish state before
the Messiah arrives. Other Jews, such as members of Jewish
Voice for Peace or Students for Justice in Palestine, object to
Zionism based on the false and slanderous accusations listed
above. The fact remains that specifically targeting Jews—and
the world’s only national refuge for Jews—is a form of racial
bias, in this case anti-Semitism.
Attempts to delegitimize Israel—whether in the United Nations,
college classrooms or by the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
movement—are markers of racist anti-Semitism. Good people
will heed the 1967 exhortation of civil rights leader Martin
Luther King, Jr.: “The whole world must see that Israel must
exist and has the right to exist and is one of the great outposts
of democracy.”
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Explaining the Left, Part V:

Left Vs. Right Is
Brain Vs. Mind
By Dennis Prager

W

SPONSORED

Free Report Reveals How to Get SuperLow Downpayment Home Loans
- A new report has just been released which
identifies a foolproof 3-point plan which any
homebuyer can use to secure the best financing
rates when they buy a home.
When you're looking to buy a home, the first thing
most homebuyers do is start the process of
househunting. However, experience proves that this
is one of the last steps you should be taking if you
want to get the most home for the least amount of
money. In fact, shopping for the best financing should
start long before you start shopping for a home.
The experience of thousands of area homebuyers
has been summarized in a new report entitled "Best

Financing: A 3-Point Plan". This report outlines 3
critical steps you must take to obtain the absolute
best financing rates when you buy a home. It tells
you where you should go, what questions you should
ask, and how to manage the process to your
personal advantage.
To hear a brief recorded message about how to
order your FREE copy of this report call toll-free 1833-725-1469 and enter 1020. You can call any time,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report NOW to learn how to
obtain the best financing rates when you buy your
next home.

hen I talk to young people, I try to offer them what I
was offered when I was their age but is rarely offered
today: wisdom. I was given wisdom largely because I
went to a religious school — a yeshiva, a traditional Jewish
school in which the long day (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) was
divided between studying religious subjects (in Hebrew) and
secular subjects (in English).
With the increasing secularization of society, less and less
wisdom has been conveyed to young people. One particularly
obvious example is most secular people, especially on the
left, believe human beings are basically good. It is difficult
to overstate the foolishness of this belief. And a belief it is:
There is no evidence to support it, and there is overwhelming
evidence — like virtually all of human history — to refute
This report is courtesy of Your Required identificationJudit Vidak BHHS CalBRE# 01906425. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under
it. Jewish and Christian kids who study the Bible know how
contract. Copyright © 2018
morally flawed human nature is by the age of 10.
Another thing I tell young people — which, if they take
seriously, will make them immeasurably wiser, finer, happier and more productive — is
It feels good to keep expanding government so it can provide more and more people
life is a daily battle between the brain and the mind. The brain wants an ice cream sundae; with benefits. But the mind recognizes this is a recipe for disaster because people become
the mind knows too many sundaes will make a person overweight and eventually diabetic. addicted to benefits, and because the government assumes greater and greater debt it
Similarly, the brain (especially that of the male) wants sex with anyone it finds attractive; will not be able to repay.
the mind knows the trouble doing so will likely lead to.
It feels good to lower admissions standards to enable more blacks to enter prestigious
colleges. But the mind knows it doesn’t help blacks —
		
*		 *		 *
on the contrary, it hurts the many of them (as it does
students of any ethnicity and race) who are not prepared
The brain is instinctive and feelings-based; the mind is
for the academic demands of prestigious colleges.
thoughtful and can be reason-based.
One of the oldest and most fundamental Jewish
Tragically, since the 1960s, the brain — i.e. feelings
teachings is that every human being has two competing
and instincts — has been valued far more than the mind.
impulses — the “yetzer ha-tov,” the impulse to do good,
That explains why for 40 years, I have asked high
and the “yetzer ha-ra,” the impulse to do bad. When I
school seniors which they would save first if both were
was a young man, one of the leading rabbis of the last
drowning, their dog or a stranger, and only one-third
generation, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, told me something
have voted to save the stranger. Their reason? They love
that changed my life. “Dennis,” he said, “I have become
their dog, not the stranger. The brain over the mind. Feelings over thought (not to mention pretty good at keeping my yetzer ha-ra in check; it’s my yetzer ha-tov that gets me into
transcendent values).
trouble.”
On the most important issue in human life, determining what is right and what is
Even when propelled to do good, we cannot be guided by feelings.
wrong, the brain (feelings) has triumphed over the mind (reason and values). At least
It’s not only the human being that is driven by the conflict between feelings and
two generations of Americans have been raised not with moral instruction but with the reason. So is America.
question “How do you feel about it?”
Almost every left-right disagreement in American life can be explained by the brain(Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated radio talk-show host and columnist. His
mind conflict. The brain is led by what feels good, the mind by what does good. And leftist latest book, published by Regnery in April 2018, is “The Rational Bible,” a commentary
positions feel good.
on the book of Exodus. He is the founder of Prager University and may be contacted at
It feels good to allow anyone who wants to enter America to do so. But if America is worth dennisprager.com.)
preserving, the mind understands that the right policy cannot be determined by feelings.
		
Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2018

The brain is instinctive
and feelings-based; the mind
is thoughtful and can be
reason-based.
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locations. ±Leather Match upholstery features
top-grainCA
leather
in the seating areas and
Victorville,
92392
858-408-1701
Northridge,
CAapply.
91324
Long
Beach,
90808
skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2019 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: December 27, 2018. Expires: January 14, 2019.

January, 2019

562-766-2050

818-717-1740

facebook.com/AshleyHSLongBeach

facebook.com/AshleyHSNorthridge

facebook.com/AshleyHSSanDiego

For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com

WEST COVIN
Located in the
Eastland Shop
2753 E Eastlan
West Covina, C
626-938-1480

facebook.com/Ash

YORBA LINDA
Just North of
22705 Savi Ra
Yorba Linda, C
714-363-9900

facebook.com/Ash

Follow us
@AshelyH

OPEN 7 DAY
Monday - Su

“Se Habla

760-261-5386

facebook.com/AshleyHSVictorville
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