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The Election is Past –
How Should Students View Trump?

By Lara Santos,
Valley Voice Reporter  

Listen to those carolers on the radio, smell the peppermint mochas, and look at those gorgeous strings of Christmas 
lights—wait, the holidays are over.
 “F*ck Donald Trump!” “He’s not my president!”—hold on, the race to the election has been over.

 Just as some people feel the spirit of holiday festivities 
beyond the allotted time frame, people are still feeling 
and reacting to the winning of Donald Trump for the 
presidency.
 YG is a rapper and hip hop artist from Compton, and 
he had been out in concert for months on the “F*ck Donald 
Trump” tour. He even continued the tour post-election, and 
guess who attended one of his concerts—it was your very 
own Valley Voice writer.
 Being acquainted with his songs, but not as an avid 
listener, I was open to attending a show of his when a friend 
of mine offered a free ticket. I found the experience to be 
interesting in more ways than one.
 Waiting for the rapper to come on stage, I stood in 
the middle of a crowd, surrounded by great diversity, 
seeing African American, Asian, Caucasian, and Latino 
individuals coming together, with the age range spanning 
from teenagers to people who looked to be in their 30’s. 
Throughout the night, many people were dancing, singing/
rapping along, cheering, and overall, getting excited, but 
the main event was the finale: in concluding his shows, YG 
had been pulling individuals from the audience to attack a 
Donald Trump piñata.
 During the selection process, I stood quietly and looked 
at everyone around me; they were screaming and begging to 
get up on stage to wield the plastic bat. 
 One person in particular next to me screamed out, “LET 
ME GET UP THERE. I’LL MESS HIM UP.” And this quote 
is what lead to my inspiration for writing this article.  *  *  *
 What has instigated this violence and hatred for the 
president-elect? 
 Flashback to “When Mexico sends its people, they’re 
not sending the best… They’re bringing drugs. They’re bring 
crime. They’re rapists.” and the latest “Grab her by the p*ssy.” 
are just two quotes that the greatest offense was taken to.
 Many people voted in support of and against Trump 
for the same reason: his brash demeanor and his desire to 
speak whatever’s on his mind.

Voting Aftermath: 
Valley Youth

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

The recent results of the presidential election caused great 
controversy amongst the Los Angeles community. The 
youth are a big aspect of those who showed a direct 

response to the results of the election. 
 Many students and teachers at different schools in 
the community responded differently. 
 “The day Trump was elected, the atmosphere at 
Cleveland became totally different. There were sticky 
notes in the hallways that said ‘women matter’ and ‘feel 
loved’. Several days afterwards, the Black Student Union, 
Latino Student Union, and Gay Straight Alliance club had 
a walk around the campus. There were huge crowds that 
chanted and picketed during break as well,” said Ethan 
Gutterman’20, a freshman at Grover Cleveland High 
Humanities Magnet.
 Not only did the students take action in response, but 
the result also effected class discussions and school focus. 
 Gutterman continued, “In class, all we did was talk 
about the election. Since our program is a Humanities 
program, we try to be accepting of everyone’s opinions. My 
science teacher broke down to tears because he was afraid 
that his family would be threatened by deportation.” 
 The teachers, as well as the students, openly expressed 
their opinions on the issue. 
 At Harvard-Westlake School, a new club, WERK, 
was formed several days after the election. Dahlia Low, 
co-founder of the club, explained, “WERK stands for 
Woman Empowerment of Rights and Knowledge.” Many 
students of different grade levels showed great support for 
this new creation, and the word of the club quickly spread 
throughout the campus. 
 There were many students who stood on the other 
end of the political scope as well. 
 “As a Republican, I connected with the few other 
students who shared the same political beliefs as me after 
the election. We didn’t bond over the fact that Trump 
was elected, more of the fact that Clinton lost. I was upset 
that a lot of democrats didn’t want to hear our side. They 
wouldn’t give us a chance to state our point of view,” said 
Alexandra Mieszala’20 at Harvard-Westlake School. 
 Many students, on both left and right of the political 
spectrum, were effected. After observing this, Richard 
Commons, President of the Harvard-Westlake School, sent 
an email to the student body.
 “This week’s presidential election has not only 
revealed deep divisions in our country; it has also opened 

Sierra Canyon Soars

Looking Back To 
Look Forward

By David Powell for the Valley Voice

I t has been an incredible fall sports season for Sierra 
Canyon.  In addition to the girls’ volley ball team winning 
their first CIF-SS championship, the football team has 

completed a memorable season.
 The Trailblazers fielded a football team that was 
talented and well coached.  With the team meeting and 
overcoming challenges, everything seemed to go their 
way this season.  In the third game of the season, senior 
quarterback Niko Harris, an outstanding runner and 
passer, sustained an injury that kept him off the field until 
the final game of the season.  Back-up quarterback, Johnny 
Hawkins, a sophomore who had never started a game, was 
called upon to lead the team to victories for the rest of the 
regular season, the CIF playoffs, and the semi-final game of 
the state championship.  
 Niko Harris, now  recovered  from his knee injury, was 
able to quarterback his team to victory in the final for the 
state championship – his last game as a high school player.  
Played at Sacramento State College Stadium, on a cold day 
under a clear sky, Sierra Canyon defeated San Mateo Serra 
42-40, for the title.  In the game, stand-out senior running 
back Bobby Cole rushed for 220 yards and four touchdowns.  
On the second play of the game, Cole had an 80 yard run 
for a score.  Quarterback Harris, who only began practicing 
again the week of the final game, completed 12 of 20 pass 
attempts, for 200 yards.  Completing the season with a 
perfect 16-0 record was a great way for the 13 graduating 
seniors to end their high school football careers.

   *  *  *
 To have an undefeated season and a state championship 
requires good players, hard work, dedication, and great 
coaching.  It also involves good fortune.  This team had 
a number of lopsided wins, such as 36-0 versus Palisades 
Charter, 53-13 against Taft, a 54-10 victory over Viewpoint, 
and the 63-20 defeat of Brentwood.  In the CIV-SS playoff 
quarterfinals the Trailblazers prevailed 41-34 in a triple 
overtime win against Redondo Union, sending the team to 
the semifinals, where they defeated Charter Oak 41-19 to 
gain a spot in the finals.
 In the championship game, Sierra Canyon defeated 
Corona del Mar 36-35 in double overtime.  On the final play 
Coach Ellinghouse opted for the two point  conversion  for  
the win.  Dependable runner Bobby Cole roared into the 
end zone securing the win and the championship.  What a 
great way for the seniors, who have been together for all four 
years, to end their careers.  As the fall sports season drew to 
a close, the winter sports season would take the spotlight.
 A very bright light will be shining on basketball for 
the next few months.  Currently, the Sierra Canyon girls’ 
team is top ranked in the San Fernando Valley.  In their last 
game they defeated Alemany   82-60 in the final of the Troy 
tournament.  Scoring 25 points in the game, Senior Alexis 
Griggsby   was named the tournament MVP.  Between 
Christmas and New Year’s, the team, with a record of 8-0, 
will compete in the Nike Interstate Invitational.
 Also undefeated is the Trailblazers boys’ 
basketball team, sporting a 7-0 record heading into 
the Les Schwab Invitational in Portland, Oregon.  
With the team returning six of the top seven scorers 
from last season, this year’s team has added 6’11” 
Marvin Bagley III.  The junior has joined seniors 
Remy Martin, an Arizona State commit, and 
Cody Riley, a UCLA commit.  The three players 
combined for 66 points in an 83-79 win over Oak 
Hill Academy (ranked #2 nationally with a winning 
streak of 56 straight games prior to this loss), in a 
nationally televised game on ESPN2.  
 Sierra Canyon plays a pressure defense 
and up tempo offense which leads to many fast 
break points and spectacular dunks.  

(Continued on page 6)
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 Why would someone say something as blatant as this? There are many ways 
to look to understand this person’s reasoning; one way is to look at their touch on 
racism in the form of police brutality.
 To begin, contrary to popular belief, more white people are killed than black 
people by the police.
 However, this number must be considered proportionally. 
 According to the Chicago Tribune, “40 percent of them [unarmed people 
shot and killed by police] were black men, even though black men make up just 6 
percent of the nation’s population… about 13 percent of all black people who have 
been fatally shot by police since January 2015 were unarmed, compared with 7 

percent of all white people.” 
 One might counter this and say that these individuals 
were probably committing a crime, they were probably not 
cooperating, or something along these lines. And if this is 
true, this leads to an even deeper issue—one beyond police 
brutality. 
 If crime rates are high in the African American 
community, people have to do more than look at that as 
set fact. Factors such as income, opportunities, education, 
and more must be considered. With redistricting, areas 
that have a greater proportion of black students oftentimes 
receive less funding for schools. It has often been discussed 
that crime and education have gargantuan ties to each 
other; crime is much more within reach for those with less 
education in comparison to those with greater degrees of it. 
With less education, it is also harder to get a job. Further, 
without a job and a means to sustain one’s self, turning to a 
crime like selling drugs might be one of the few solutions left. 
This is only the tip of the iceberg as well. Cops do their job 
and arrest individuals going against the law, and sometimes 
these offenders get thrown into jail. This adversely affects 
the families of these lawbreakers, as those reliant on them 
lose that source of income. This all makes for a cycle that’s 
difficult to break. Granted, this is not representative of 
all African Americans, but it is something that must be 
considered for those who do live this very scenario.
 YG, being a rapper who grew up knowledgeable of this 
toxic cycle, has been very upset with how Donald Trump has 
spoken about the urban community, police brutality, and 
more. This is probably why he feels validated in providing a 
piñata for many to beat down.
 Still, shouldn’t both sides be charitable towards each 
other? 
 Looking at another viewpoint, one can understand 
why supporters of Trump voted the way they did. Though 
unemployment has decreased since Obama entered office, 
the country’s GDP has not grown immensely; rather, it has 
stayed somewhat stagnant since 2015, and many Trump 
supporters want to see the economy of this nation doing 
better than just improving from what was perceived as 
horrible under Bush. Furthermore, the thought that illegal 
immigrants are stealing jobs is also inflammatory to those 
that feel the need to defend the workforce from reaching the 
previous unemployment records.
 Just as there are more reasons people despised Trump 
beyond racism and police brutality, there are more reasons 
why people lauded Trump beyond their desire to put concern 
and care into bolstering the economy. 
 While this may seem a pacifist reaction, I believe that 
what I am about to propose is simply vital for diplomacy in 
the United States in the next four years—and what I propose 
is that people spend less time arguing with each other, and 
more time broadening their viewpoint by listening to the 
logic behind other people’s feelings and standpoints. 
 I did not agree with the destroying of a Donald Trump 
piñata, as I would not agree with the burning of an Obama 
effigy, but I understand that every person has a reason to 
believe what they do, and I understand the frustration of 
those that feel unprotected under the new leader of the 
United States. 
 The time a viewpoint is inexcusable however, is when 
beliefs are grounded in pure and unreasoned hatred, such as 
with hate crimes. There has been a spike of them since the 
election as well, from fake deportation letters, to the drawing 
of Nazi signs in places of worship, to verbal and physical 

The Election is Past –
How Should Students View Trump?
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“Pop-Up” Museum 
Opens at

Dodger Stadium
A pop-up museum of baseball memorabilia featuring items from the Hall of Fame's 

``Picturing America's Pastime'' photo exhibit of 51 framed photographs representing 
its collection of approximately a quarter-million images opens at Dodger Stadium.

 The museum will also include items on loan from famed collector Gary Cypres' 
extensive collection related to Jackie Robinson, Sandy Koufax, Don Drysdale, Johnny 
Podres and Ebbets Field artifacts.
 Artifacts from the Dodgers' historical collections will be on display, including a 
baseball signed by the 1953 National League All-Star team, Shawn Green's broken bat and 
Mike Piazza's catcher's equipment. Items on loan by former Dodgers include Fernando 
Valenzuela's 1981 National League Cy Young award.
 The exhibit will also feature Vin Scully items, jerseys, game-used bats and a display 
honoring Dodger shortstop Corey Seager, the 2016 National League Rookie of the Year; 
manager Dave Roberts, the 2016 National League Manager of the Year, and pitcher Clayton 
Kershaw, the 2014 National League MVP and Cy Young Award winner.
 The museum is located in the left-field reserve level team store. Admission is $10.
 Fans are encouraged to purchase tickets in advance online at dodgers.com/museum. 
Fans will be directed to park in Lot P where they may also purchase admission tickets.Fans 
joining a stadium tour on open exhibit dates will have the opportunity to visit the museum. 
Tickets for Dodger Stadium tours are $23 for adults, $18 for children, senior citizens and 
military with valid identification. A clubhouse tour is $53. Group ticket prices offer a $3 
add-on for exhibit access.

The museum will be open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on the following dates: 
Dec. 24, 26-31; Jan. 2, 6-8, 13-16, 20-22, 27-29; Feb. 3-5, 10-12, 17-20, 24-26;

and March 3-5.

(Continued on page 6)
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Winter 10 am–5 pm, Summer 11 am–6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not 
be relied upon to confirm applicable features. Not valid with any other offer. See sales representative for details. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.

Design trends, tips & more at TollTV.com   |   Download the Toll Brothers App today

For more information on homes available for quick delivery & directions,  
visit TollBrothers.com/GLA today!

Move-in Ready Single- & Two-Story Homes Available Now! 

YEAR
NEW

HOME
NEW

GLEN AT AVILA - Priced from the $900,000s BLUFFS - Priced from the $1,000,000s

PALISADES - Priced from the $1,300,000s CANYON OAKS - Priced from the $1,400,000s

itself through love,” Paul writes in verse 6b. 
The reason why the law cannot save a person is because it’s burdensome and heavy. 

It’s impossible to obey it all because there are 613 laws in the Old Testament. It’s kind of 
like the links in a chain—if one link is broken, you’re sunk. You are obligated to obey the 
entire law (v. 3). The religious law is restrictive and keeps you from running a good race (v. 
7). Paul makes the point that those who wish to steal our freedom in Christ are persuasive 
and cancerous (v. 8-9). 

2. Freedom from sin. In verses 19 through 21, Paul lists various sins. There are sexual 
sins, religious sins, and relational sins. The law points out these sins, but Jesus provides 
freedom from all sin. Paul writes in verse 13-15:

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in 
keeping this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

God’s grace—and our faith in Jesus Christ—is not a license to sin. Paul warns that the 
spirit and the flesh are in constant conflict with one another, and those who gratify their 
sinful nature will not inherit the kingdom of God (v. 21b). Instead, he beckons us to walk, 
live, and be led by the Spirit of God. That is where we find true freedom—the chance not 
only to start over but also to transform our minds and hearts for good.

If you would like to learn more about the freedom we have in Christ, please join us for 
weekend services at Shepherd Church. We would love to have you!

Edited by Angela Merrill
Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDown.com) and the 

senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has service times on 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm and Sundays at 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 11:30 am. You can 
connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Let Freedom Ring

T he New Year offers the promise of fresh beginnings. There is something about January 
1 that gives us the motivation we need to start making changes or commitments we’ve 
abandoned the previous year. We tell ourselves this year is going to be different, and we 

feel confident and hopeful.
But sometime around mid-February or March, we lose focus. Perhaps it’s all those 

Valentine’s Day chocolates or Easter eggs! But we find ourselves making the same old 
choices and feeling discouraged or defeated. What we long for is freedom from bad habits 
and mindsets, and yet we come up empty.

If any of this sounds familiar to you, I want to encourage you today with a passage of 
Scripture from Galatians 5:1, which reads, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

In this letter, the apostle Paul addresses a group of churches in ancient Galatia, a region 
in modern-day Turkey. Some legalists had crept into the church and tried to convince 
Christians that in order to receive salvation and eternal life, they must also observe certain 
Old Testament laws such as circumcision. Paul wants to set the record straight that God’s 
grace comes from faith in Christ alone as he wrote this epistle to the Galatians. He outlined 
two important truths—freedom from the law and freedom from sin. And these two points 
are equally significant for believers today:

1. Freedom from the law. Have you heard the expression “fallen from grace”? It is 
often used to describe what happens when a celebrity or politician has been caught in a 
scandal, but the expression actually originates from the Bible. In Galatians 5:1-12, Paul 
warns Christians not to attempt to be justified (to be made right with God) by the law. He 
says that whoever does so has “fallen from grace,” meaning they are not relying on the grace 
of God for salvation but the work of the law. “The only thing that counts is faith expressing 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
By

Frank Su
a division vice 
president at
Toll Brothers and 
Porter Ranch 
resident and 
Victoria Littlejohn, 
Castlebay Lane 
Charter Elementary 
School Principal

Building Homes 
and Building 
Communities

By Supporting 
Our Schools

By Linda Khachatourians

O n December 13th, Toll Brothers, our community’s 
luxury homebuilder, announced a $14,000 
contribution to Parents and Teachers Helping 

(PATH), a non-profit organization which provides 
fundraising and volunteer support to Castlebay Lane 
Charter Elementary School. Toll Brothers’ contribution 
will help fund the school’s arts programs, which are 
designed to support students as they learn critical-
thinking and innovative problem-solving skills for more 
than 700 students in kindergarten through fifth grade. 
 “We are proud to contribute to the Castlebay Lane 
Charter students and the families within Porter Ranch,” 
said Frank Su, a division vice president at Toll Brothers 
and Porter Ranch resident. “Toll Brothers believes that 
a community is only as strong as the people in it, and 
we believe that supporting our schools is the best way to 
invest in the future of Porter Ranch and its residents.”
 For many Porter Ranch families impacted the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas leak, 2016 proved to be a 
challenging year. Families from Castlebay Lane Charter 
Elementary temporarily relocated to another campus, 
and the circumstances surrounding the relocation halted 
PATH and Castlebay Lane’s annual fundraising efforts, 
including the arts programs. 
 Castlebay Lane Charter Elementary School 
students are now back on campus, and Toll Brothers’ 
commitment to Castlebay Lane Charter Elementary 
school is an important reminder that activities are now 
back to normal. 
 “We are fortunate to have found a true community 
partner in Toll Brothers that values and supports 
education,” said Castlebay Lane Charter Principal 
Victoria Littlejohn. “This partnership will allow us 
to have a positive impact on our students and their 
families.” 
 For more information on Castlebay Lane Charter 
Elementary and Parents and Teachers Helping (PATH) 
please visit http://www.castlebaylane.com/ 
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Sidewalk Repairs
The Los Angeles City Council has set into motion a $1.4 billion plan to repair a backlog of 

broken sidewalks throughout the city and turn over the responsibility of future upkeep 
to property owners.

 City officials plan to spend the funds, which average out to at least $30 million a year, 
over the next three decades to fix about 11,000 miles of sidewalks. The amount was agreed to 
as part of a legal settlement with disability advocates.
 The number of damaged sidewalks began piling up more than 40 years ago, when city 
leaders saddled themselves with the responsibility of fixing broken sidewalks damaged by 
tree roots, but soon ran out of funding to finish the job.
 In the intervening years, the question of who is responsible for the condition of the side-
walks remained in dispute, with the issue complicated by the fact that state law says the task 
of maintaining the sidewalks actually belongs with the adjacent property owners.
 The City Council adopted a “fix-and-release” strategy that includes repealing a law 
that makes the city responsible for the repairs, while also committing to paying for the 
entire expense of one-time repairs on broken sidewalks next to both residential and com-
mercial properties.
 A website went up Dec. 1 at http://sidewalks.lacity.org to allow property owners to 
submit repair requests.
 The repairs would be scheduled according to priorities laid out in the lawsuit settlement. 
Sidewalks next to government facilities, transportation corridors and medical buildings are 
among the top priorities, but other factors could influence when repairs are scheduled.
 Property owners who are willing to pay for part of the repair costs could also move their 
repairs up in the queue. A rebate program will be available for three years that will reimburse 
property owners half of the repair costs, although those rebates would be capped at $2,000 for 
sidewalks next to residential lots or $4,000 next to commercial lots.
 Those who have a physical disability and have trouble walking over damaged sidewalks 
and curb ramps will also be able to submit requests to have the repairs occur sooner. Several 
repair programs rolled out in December.

Impossible!
Some Say, “Don’t Get Mad, 

Secede!”
By Paul Hatfield

The outcome of the presidential election was a surprise to me as much as it was to anyone. 
What is not a surprise is the reaction to it. 
 There have been some extreme events and outbursts, including rioting by some Clinton 

supporters and some nasty displays of neo-Nazism by the loosely organized Alt-right group. 
Fortunately, these reactions are not acceptable to the population as a whole. Most of us are 
moving forward and dealing with change in a rational manner. The checks and balances em-
bedded in the Constitution will prevent significant, or even sudden, permanent changes to our 
government. 
 However, one proposed remedy to Trump’s victory resurrects an issue this nation has 
faced before…secession from the United States. 
 As a practical matter, according to an opinion piece in the Washington Post, it is virtually 
impossible, short of an apocalyptic disaster which throws our nation into dysfunctional chaos. 
Although there are many who believe we have been dysfunctional for a long time, I have news 
for you – the national government has not only survived, it has expanded its influence.
 The Post article states: “Article IV, Section 3 of the Constitution specifies how a state can 
gain admission to the United States. There is no stipulation, though, for the reverse. Even if 
Obama wanted to let Texas go — a thought that probably appealed to him for at least a sec-
ond — there’s no mechanism for him to do so. There’s no mechanism for Congress to simply 
say, ‘Sure, off you go.’ Once you’re in, you’re in. The United States was born an expansionist 
enterprise, and the idea of contraction, it seems, never really came up.” 
 To those proposing a Cal-exit, don’t waste your time, or those of the state’s voters, with 
a referendum to seek secession.  
 Having said that, the topic is worthy of an interesting hypothetical discussion. 
 Did the Civil War really resolve whether secession is constitutional? I touched on this sub-
ject in an article I wrote for Citywatch in connection with the Civil War Sesquicentennial. 
    *  *  *
 As I pointed out, the seven states that seceded prior to Lincoln’s inauguration could have 
gotten away with it had Fort Sumter had not been fired upon by Confederate batteries. Absent 
the catalyst the attack provided, the nation had no stomach for war, much less a civil war. Had 
Lincoln raised troops to forcibly end secession, it is likely the entire Upper South would have 
joined the Lower South, including the critical border states of Kentucky and Maryland. Wash-
ington would have been isolated; Lincoln’s administration would have been dead on arrival. 
 A southern-leaning Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice Roger Taney, a slaveholder 
himself, may have ruled in favor of the break. 
 What the Civil War did make certain was the illegality of forceful secession. 
 Does that mean peaceful or passive secession is permissible? 
 As mentioned earlier, there is no process for separation via legislation. There is nothing 
in the Constitution to guide Congress; nothing even stipulating a voting margin for such an 
action. Any request by a state to secede would simply die. 
 But let’s just say it did occur. 
 Just like divorce, there would be a property settlement...and would that be costly to Cali-
fornia! Do you think the rest of the states would transfer control of Yosemite and other national 
parks for a song? How about military installations and other federal government real estate? 
 The financial obligations California would incur for buying out its share of the unfunded 
liability of Social Security and Medicare of its citizens would be worse. 
 California claims to receive less monies from the federal government than it sends. That 
is so much BS. The benefits to the state from physical protection and security provided by the 
federal government is incalculable. In terms of economic trade, California’s primary trading 
partners are part of the Pacific Rim. Without the leverage of the federal government behind 
us, we would be at a disadvantage in negotiations with China and Japan, whose economies 
dwarf those of the Golden State.
 Then there are details of establishing a monetary unit and a central bank. 
 How about supporting embassies throughout the world? 
 The nation of California would be bankrupt from the get-go. 

    *  *  *
 One other thing. There are regions within California which will not go along with the 
plan. Much of California’s agriculture and water is attributable to the Central Valley and Sierra 
Nevada, respectively. Those regions would balk at the plan. They would form their own state, or 
possibly request to join Nevada. Sacramento would find itself isolated from the rest of its subjects. 
California would be totally dependent on a foreign government for food, water and energy. 
 The secession movement is laughable until you realize its proponents really believe it is 
plausible. For their sake, I sure hope they do not receive Nigerian e-mail solicitations. 
 But just the talk of secession further alienates California from the rest of the nation. 
One of our top attractions is Wine Country. We do not want to be labeled Whine Country.
 (Paul Hatfield is a CPA and serves as President of the Valley Village Homeowners Asso-
ciation. He blogs at Village to Village and contributes to CityWatch. The views presented are 
those of Mr. Hatfield and his alone and do not represent the opinions of Valley Village Hom-
eowners Association or CityWatch. He can be reached at: phinnoho@aol.com.) Graphic: Jeff 
Durham/Bay Area News Group. Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
      -  CityWatch

LAX Car Rentals
Los Angeles World Airports took a step forward at making renting a car easier at Los 

Angeles International Airport.
 LAWA made the first formal move in the procurement process for the design and 

construction of the Consolidated Rent-A-Car Center, a project that will consolidate more 
than 20 car rental offices in one location, with the release of a request for qualifications.
 “The ConRAC is a big piece of the puzzle as we address the biggest issue at LAX, 
growing traffic congestion,'”LAWA CEO Deborah Flint. “This new facility will significantly 
improve the customer experience by relocating into one site more than two dozen car rental 
agencies currently scattered throughout neighboring communities.”
 The ConRAC - part of the $5.5-billion Landside Access Modernization Program - 
would be located near Interstate 405 in Manchester Square. It is expected to help relieve 
traffic congestion around LAX along with the proposed 2.25-mile Automated People Mover, 
which LAWA said would eliminate the need for rental car courtesy vehicles entering the 
Central Terminal Area and reduce the number of autos driving into the CTA by 3,200.
 LAMP also includes two Intermodal Transportation Facilities and roadway
improvements to enhance access to the airport.
 “The ConRAC and roadway improvements will allow travelers to efficiently reach 
their rental car company and more quickly find their way to and from the I-405 and 
the region's freeway system,” Flint said. “Also, rental car drivers unfamiliar with Los 
Angeles can more easily find their rental company when their return to LAX.”   
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Shapell Liberty Investment Properties  
wishes to thank our local community 

for supporting The Village at Porter Ranch,  
the future center of entertainment, shopping 

and dining in Porter Ranch. 

Announcing leasing opportunities starting at under 
1,000 square feet.  Delivery in mid-2018.   

For leasing inquiries contact: 
Bryan Norcott 
Savills Studley 
213-553-3862 

SHAPELL LIBERTY 
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

THE VILLAGE AT PORTER RANCH

Chop-Top Buses!
Traps for Tourists?

By Tim Deegan

If a tourist-filled “chop-top” open-air tour bus were to be crunched like an accordion 
if hit from behind or if it recklessly crashed into something ahead, it could become a 
death trap. The “crunch” could be caused by the vehicle’s structural integrity being 

compromised once the roof has been cut off. 
 In our “post-truth” world, where the appeal to emotion outweigh the facts, the 
scramble for inside info about celebrities seems to outweigh reality as tourists rush 
to board these often unregulated, open-air vans to fulfill their dreams of rubbing 
shoulders with fame. 
 It’s a wonder these possibly unsafe vehicles are allowed to operate. 
 There are lots of chop-top buses cruising through the Hollywood hills, filled with 
tourists who may not realize the risk they are taking when they respond to celebrity 
tour barkers promising “behind the scenes” insight into Hollywood royalty supposedly 
living on their routes. 
 A scary public safety point about chop-tops was made 
toward the end of a two-hour “Tour Bus Town Hall” 
that was held in Hollywood. Present were community 
members, state and local political figures, and law 
enforcement officials who gathered to air many issues 
concerning the tour buses that use the Hollywood Hills 
by-ways to entertain tourists with fantasies about stars 
who often don’t even live there. This group searched for 
solutions to problems caused by the proliferation of chop-
top tour buses -- multiple traffic violations, illegal parking, 
misinformation about celebrity homes, sneaking onto side 
streets, endangering the lives of tourists, and the many 
buses and driver/guides who operate unsafe vehicles that 
may not even be registered or insured. 
 Several dozen members of the hillside community 
spoke forcefully about the intrusion of these buses into 
their neighborhoods. Numerous practical ideas were 
presented, although it was stressed that the state Public 
Utilities Commission has the final word on licensing tour 
buses; local government and police need to work through 
the PUC and state legislature to effect change.
 Regulating public safety has to take priority over 
many of the other complaints voiced by the community. 
The possible lack of structural integrity of these passenger 
vans with their tops chopped off in order to give an open-air 
experience and a better view to the riders, poses potential 
dangers that must be the first priority for authorities. 

  *  *  *
 Some relevant solutions were offered, including one 
successfully used by a homeowners association that was 
able to get the Department of Transportation to use 
“weight” for controlling access to their neighborhood 
streets. Sheila Irani, President of Lake Hollywood Estates 
Homeowners Association (adjacent to the Hollywood Sign) 
explained, “The HOA adopted weight control signs and 
worked with LADOT to post them at all street entrances 
leading to the Vista. After that, we worked with CD4 and 
LAPD to create a task force that ticketed overweight 
vehicles in July 2014 and since then the tour vans coming 
to our area were reduced from 40 a day to one or two.” 
 Another suggestion that received positive response 
from the CHP officers was to post “designated routes” for 
the tour buses to keep them off side streets. “Our office 
is looking into these suggestions (designated routes and 
weight limits),” responded Ryu. 
 Tourism has a bottom line: $2.5 billion in state and 
local taxes were driven by tourism employment in 2015, 
according to Ernest Wooden Jr, President of the Los 
Angeles Tourism and Convention Board, the official 
tourism marketing organization for the City of Los 
Angeles. Wooden adds, “LA Tourism's focus is on ensuring 
that visitors to our city have a memorable and authentic 
Los Angeles experience.” 
 Given the problems associated with top-chop tour 
buses, it’s time to add “safe” to the list of what LA is 
promising our tourists because, in the end, death has no 
replacement value price tag.
 (Tim Deegan is a long-time resident and community 
leader in the Miracle Mile, who has served as board chair 
at the Mid City West Community Council and on the board 
of the Miracle Mile Civic Coalition. Tim can be reached 
at timdeegan2015@gmail.com.) Edited for CityWatch by 
Linda Abrams.

County Bids Farewell to
 Supervisors

Michael Antonovich
and Don Knabe

Los Angeles County Supervisors Michael Antonovich and Don Knabe, who together have 
more than 55 years of service on the Board of Supervisors, attended their last county board 
meeting Nov. 29.

 Colleagues and constituents praised the accomplishments of both men, while Knabe and 
Antonovich each tried and failed at times to hold back tears.
 “They're both legends,” Supervisor Hilda Solis said. “They have forever changed the 
landscape of their districts, Los Angeles County and the lives of their constituents.”
 Antonovich and Knabe are registered Republicans and widely viewed as the most conservative 
members of the five-member board. But those who worked with them stressed the nonpartisan 
nature of county service and noted successes that defied political labels.
 Antonovich, who has served on the board since 1980, was recognized for fighting on behalf 
of Porter Ranch residents displaced by the Aliso Canyon gas leak, a battle that will continue 
beyond his tenure with a civil lawsuit against Southern California Gas Co.
 Though Antonovich is known as a law-and-order politician, a farewell video highlighted his 
compassion and work as a fervent champion of foster children and homeless animals.
 “Foster children need help, need a direction,” Antonovich said in the video, urging private 
sector players to offer opportunities for children aging out of foster care.
 “This man has a big heart,” Solis said, calling Antonovich “the dean of the board” and adding 
that she identified with his tenacity in “fighting on behalf of the underdog.”
 Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas said when he joined the board he had been warned he'd 
never get along with Antonovich, “a caricature of the right wing” just as Ridley-Thomas was “a 
caricature of the left wing.”
 But Ridley-Thomas said the two had “gotten along famously” and Antonovich always had 
his back “when it came down to issues that matter the most.”   
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Executive Director, Thor Steingraber

Age of Adams
JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF THE 

COMPOSER’S 70TH BIRTHDAY

Jacaranda Music & VPAC Present 
AMERICAN BERSERK 

A Celebration of John Adams 
Curated by Patrick Scott 

Sat Jan 14 | 8PM

 

ST. LAWRENCE 
STRING QUARTET 
Adams Quartet No.1 
Beethoven’s String 
Quartet in A minor 
Fri Feb 3 | 8PM 
ONSTAGE SEATING 

wild Up 
Adams / Punk Rock / Player Piano 
Christopher Rountree, Conductor 

Featuring: Hallelujah Junction 
& Shaker Loops by John Adams 

Thu Feb 16 | 8PM 
ONSTAGE SEATING 

JOIN US
818.677.3000
VPACatCSUN

John Adams

Christopher Rountree

Sophomore Sierra 
Canyon quarterback 
Johnny Hawkins (#15) 
gets pass protection 
from Kanan Ray (#54) 
and Kyle Roca (#53) 
in a game against 
Lakewood.  

Photo by David Powell

Sierra Canyon Soars
Looking Back To Look Forward

 The team has size, speed, and depth, resulting in exciting games 
for the fans.  Averaging over 85 points per game, the team scored over 
100 in one game.  
 This is with minimizing playing of their starters in many games 
and considering a high school game consists of four 8 minute quarters 
(colleges play 40 minutes, while the pros play 48 minutes).  Additionally, 
with the “mercy rule” the clock keeps running if a team has a 40 
point lead in the second half of a game, making the scoring even more 
remarkable.  The Trailblazers have a well- deserved Number One 
national ranking by MaxPreps.

Voting Aftermath: Valley Youth
deep wounds for many… it is important for us to welcome thoughtful political 
debate and to respect equally those who favored the Democratic candidate 
and those who favored the Republican candidate,” stated Commons in his 
email. 
 Many students across the entire Los Angeles community are personally 
and directly affected by the results of the election. With that said, it is 
significant to remind ourselves to respect each other’s political beliefs and 
feel safe to express thoughts without being attacked by others. The youth of 
Los Angeles continue to show their interest and concern for our future. 

physical abuse. Trump acknowledged this and declared that these 
perpetrators stop it.” However, the nation, and even the San Fernando 
Valley, has had numerous posts and police reports of their increase.
 There is much to consider when looking at how the social climate will 
appear from this point until the end of the next four years, but regardless 
of political affiliation or religious beliefs or ways of handling the economy 
or any other topics that have created gridlock during conversation, we 
must be open-minded enough to see not only our disposition, but the 
perceived opposition’s as well. And if we cannot ground our beliefs or 
see where their roots are in history, we must be brave enough to consider 
looking at the world with different eyes. 
 It may be valuable to note that the United States was built up by 
immigrants, and that people came to the United States to flee religious 
persecution. If America turned away its predecessors in the past the way 
it currently wants to with Muslims, refugees, and immigrants, would the 
nation be standing today?
 While circumstances may be different where the nation is highly 
populated, job security is incomparable to the past, etc., it is worth 
considering that the people in a compromised position only want what 
our families years and years ago wanted when they came to America 
themselves.

The Election is Past – How 
Should Students View Trump

(Continued from page 2)

Possible Shutdowns

Feds Warn
Gas Companies

 

F ollowing through on a promise made by President Barack Obama 
to Congressman Brad Sherman last January, PHMSA, the relevant 
federal agency, issued a proposed Interim Final Regulation which 

will become binding on the industry before January 20, 2017. 
 Congressman Sherman, who lives in Porter Ranch, about as close as 
anyone to the site of the world’s largest natural gas leak said:
 “Never again should any community in America face what we faced 
in Porter Ranch.
 “This proposed regulation is a major step forward in preventing 
future massive leaks from underground natural gas storage facilities.  
This isn’t partisan, and the Trump Administration should enforce this 
regulation vigorously.  The regulation is based on the recommendations 
of the American Petroleum Institute, an oil and gas industry group that 
usually sides with Republicans on regulatory issues.
 “For the first time, natural gas storage facilities will be subject 
to federal standards and inspections.  Also, for the first time, violators 
will be subject to federal civil and criminal penalties, and possible shut-
down.  The Porter Ranch leak, which spanned from October 23, 2015 
to February 18, 2016, showed that leaks at natural gas storage facilities 
could pose a health risk for tens of thousands of local residents while 
emitting nearly 5.4 billion cubic feet of natural gas which predominantly 
consists of methane, a greenhouse gas 84 times as potent as carbon 
dioxide.
 “PHMSA has stated that this regulation is a “first step” and will 
be followed by additional regulations.  Future regulations should: (1) 
require that natural gas is injected and withdrawn only through the 
interior tubing, not through the casing; (2) require surface and sub-
surface shut-off valves; and (3) require that no region of the country is 
dependent on a single too-big-to-fail style natural gas storage facility.”
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Wishing everyone in the 
San Fernando Valley
a Happy New Year!

We invite you to find out more about the best kept 
secret in the Valley. 

Bishop Alemany is the largest school in  the LA 
Archdiocese, but tuition is $5,000 less than other nearby 
Catholic high schools. We serve the San Fernando, Santa 
Clarita, Simi Valley, San Gabriel, and Pasadena areas. 

Our rigorous academics, stellar athletics, and 
diverse student body are only part of our story. Call us 
to arrange a tour of our beautiful, sprawling campus.

Bishop Alemany 
High School

11111 N. Alemany Drive 
Mission Hills, CA 91345

(818) 837-5222
admissions@alemany.org 

www.alemany.org 

1 of only 2 
schools in the 

LA Archdiocese 
with AP Capstone 

distinction

We have 4 year 
Engineering 
and 4 year 
Biomedical 
programs

Division 1 level sports 
programs: Pac 5 Division 

Football, Men’s and 
Women’s Basketball  

State Champions

55% of our 
students receive 

some sort of 
Financial Aid

13-time 
 Academic 
Decathlon 

Regional Champs

Aliso Canyon

Residents Demand
Immediate Closure Of

Accident-Plagued Facility
On Dec. 21, Porter Ranch residents and their supporters throughout Los Angeles protested outside the SoCalGas Open 

House, to bring awareness to SCG spending $200M on new gas injection turbines at the Aliso Canyon gas storage 
facility, but $0 on safety shutoff valves.  Turbines will increase their profit; shutoff valves will increase community 

safety.  They chose profit…again. Residents are calling for this infamous, accident-plagued facility, the site of the largest 
gas blowout in U.S. history, to be decommissioned.
 This comes on the heels of SoCalGas reporting to local city councils regarding ongoing leaks and smells at their 
Playa Del Rey storage facility.
 The aging Aliso Canyon gas storage facility continues to leak and thousands of residents are still reporting 
getting sick. Residents are concerned that SoCalGas’ continued construction on the Turbine Replacement Project 
(Project) signals that Governor Brown and regulators are planning to approve SoCalGas’ application to resume 
operations at Aliso Canyon despite ongoing health and environmental concerns and incomplete legal requirements.
 The Project will increase SoCalGas’ daily injection capacity at Aliso Canyon by 50% from 300 million cubic 
feet per day (MMcfd) to 450 MMcfd. The Project will put even more stress on an aging, deteriorating and dangerous 
facility leaving residential neighbors, schools, and businesses more vulnerable to blowouts and continuing leaks. 
 This Project will cost ratepayers another $30 million annually, bringing the total of operational and maintenance 
costs of Aliso Canyon up to $70 million a year. If Aliso Canyon is not reopened, the California Public Utilities 
Commission must make SoCalGas absorb their sunken construction costs and not sacrifice ratepayer dollars for 
SoCalGas’ risky bets.
 The State has not completed the root-cause analysis of what caused the massive blowout at Aliso Canyon. 
Residents won’t allow this facility to reopen or increase its injection capacity until the cause is known. In addition, 
the State has not started it's required feasibility study per SB380 to see if Aliso Canyon is needed or if it can be 
decommissioned. Both studies must be completed before Aliso Canyon is reopened and before construction on this 
Project continues.    

  -  Save Porter Ranch 

SoCalGas Gets 
Slap On Wrist, 
“War” Ahead

A judge on Nov. 29 gave final approval to a settlement 
agreement between Los Angeles County prosecutors 
and Southern California Gas Co. to resolve criminal 

charges stemming from the massive gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon storage facility.
 But attorneys representing a group of residents suing 
the Gas Co. over the leak plan to contest the deal, contending 
the residents weren't notified of the arrangement, which they 
said does not includes provisions giving residents a chance 
to submit claims for restitution.
 Southern California Gas Co. pleaded no contest Sept. 
13 to a misdemeanor count of failing to immediately report 
the gas leak - which began Oct. 23, 2015, and wasn't capped 
until mid-February - to the state Office of Emergency 
Services and the local Certified Unified Program Agency.
 Three other misdemeanor counts filed against the 
company in February were dismissed at the sentencing 
hearing.
 The $4 million settlement requires SoCalGas to install 
and maintain an infrared methane monitoring system at the 
Aliso Canyon site - estimated to cost between $1.2 million 
and $1.5 million - and to retain an outside company to 
test and certify that the monitoring system and real-time 
pressure monitors to be placed at each gas well are working 
properly.
 Under the agreement, a half-dozen full-time employees 
must be hired to operate and maintain the new leak detection 
systems 24 hours a day at a cost of about $2.25 million over 
the next three years.

   *  *  *
 The agreement also calls for the company to revise 
and adopt new reporting policies for actual and threatened 
releases of hazardous materials to the appropriate agencies, 
and mandates training courses on proper notification 
procedures for all of the utility's employees who work at 
natural gas storage facilities within Los Angeles County.
 SoCalGas will also pay $307,500 in fine and penalty 
assessments, along with more than $246,000 for the cost 
of the investigation and emergency response by the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department's Health and Hazardous 
Materials Division.
 The utility is on notice that it could face a more serious 
criminal penalty in the future if the same unlawful conduct 
occurs, according to the District Attorney's Office, which 
said the settlement will not interfere with pending civil 
actions against the company.
 The Aliso Canyon gas leak spewed more than 100,000 
tons of methane into the air, making it the largest methane 
leak in U.S. history.
 Health concerns stemming from the gas leak prompted 
thousands of residents to move out of the area into 
temporary housing at the expense of the Gas Co. Following 
an extensive effort to clean Porter Ranch-area homes, the 
bulk of displaced residents returned in June.

   *  *  *
 County health officials received hundreds of complaints 
from Porter Ranch residents who returned to their homes 
and reported more health problems, including nausea, 
stomachaches and respiratory irritation.
 Attorneys for residents suing the company, however, 
are not satisfied with the deal, filing court papers in October 
asking that the agreement be thrown out.
 “None of the victims of the defendant's criminal acts 
were consulted about the plea agreement in advance. The 
settlement was presented to the court with no notice to, or 
input from, any of the victims,” attorneys R. Rex Parris, 
Patricia K. Oliver, Brian Panish and Robert Glassman 
wrote in the 16-page filing. “Neither the plea agreement, 
nor the court, so much as mentioned victim restitution as 
opposed to a restitution fine during the plea.”
 “... This plea agreement bears every indication of an 
attempt by defendant to cheat their victims out of their 
constitutional right to restitution,” the attorneys allege in 
the court filing, saying the issue has “caused the victims 
great concern and torment.”
 What do residents want? “Shut it down, all of it.”



New Redesign  Improves Community Benefits

Hidden Creeks Files Updated Map with City
Special to the Valley Voice

T he highly anticipated Hidden Creeks 
development has submitted an updated 
tentative tract map to the City of Los Angeles.  

The development’s owner Forestar  explained it was 
redesigned to meet the major objections raised in the 
appeal following the City’s approval of the original 
map.
 In June, 2015, the City’s Advisory Agency 
held a public hearing for the tentative map of 
Hidden Creeks, an upscale community of  188 single 
family homes.  The City did not issue the Letter of 
Determination, which is the City’s formal approval, 
until December, 2015.  Appeals were filed after the 
City’s approval.  
 Forestar requested a continuance of city 
hearings to allow time to study the appeals and the 
impact of the October gas leak which between the 
June City hearing and the City approval letter in 
December.  
 “Forestar’s preeminent concern is the health and 
safety of future residents at Hidden Creeks Estates,” 
Wayne Avrashow, Forestar’s lead counsel stated in 
his letter to City Planning, adding, “Forestar believes 
it is prudent to continue this matter until additional 
information is available.”  
 The updated plan is not a new map, it has 
the same boundaries and number of lots, but was 
designed to respond to the major issues cited by the 
community and the appellants.  

  *  *  *
 Michael Sanders, Forestar’s local representative 
stated, “Our team carefully studied the concerns 
stated in the appeals and redesigned the map to 
respond to as many of those major objections as 
practical. As has been our practice over many 
years, we listened to the suggestions from the area 
stakeholders and incorporated those suggestions 
when possible.”
 Valley Voice has learned that the main changes 
to the map include:
 * The primary access is no longer via an extension 
of Mason Avenue but from the to-be-extended 
Sesnon Boulevard to the city-county boundary.  That 
portion of Sesnon is currently being graded by Toll 
Bros. for their two upcoming developments directly 
adjacent to Hidden Creeks.  Sesnon will be improved 
and dedicated as a public street.  
 Forestar will reduce the amount of grading 
significantly by not extending Mason and that area 
will remain in its natural state.  The Mason Avenue 
access and the amount of grading were cited as a main 
issue in the appeal by the Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy.  
 In comparing it to the previously approved 
map, the redesigned Sesnon map will provide the 
following enhancements;
 * Save approximately 120 trees and expand 
wildlife movement corridors. There is more 
undisturbed habitat without grading on Mason and 
there will no public streets traveling through Gas 
Company property. 
 * The overall development footprint has been 
reduced by fifty acres, a  reduction in disturbed 
area of 23%.  This meets the concerns raised by the 
Mountains Recreation Conservation Authority in 
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At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength

(Continued from page 8)

Forestar Commits to Community

Valley Voice Exclusive
Q & A on Hidden Creeks

 
 Valley Voice: “What caused the changes and revisions in the Hidden Creeks map and 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)?”

 Wayne Avrashow, attorney for Forestar: “Forestar is a company that is uniquely 
committed to community input. The leadership of Forestar and our team met numerous 
times with local Neighborhood Councils and community groups.  We incorporated in our 
plan several excellent ideas from these meetings.  This redesigned map and revised EIR is 
another example of that community-based process.”

 Valley Voice: “Give our readers some specific changes in the plan”

 Avrashow: “We have tried to address the major objections raised by the community 
and in the appeals of our approval.  Mason Avenue is no longer the primary access.  The 
Sesnon access greatly reduces the amount of grading, saves over 100 trees, allows us to only 
have retaining walls on residential lots that are in strict compliance with the city code, and 
there will be no disturbance on the adjacent Toll Bros. open space parcel.  These issues were 
raised in appeals by the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority, Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy and others.  Hidden Creeks is more environmentally sensitive 
development due to our collective efforts.” 

 Valley Voice: “How did Forestar react to the appeal of its approval?”

 Michael Sanders,  Forestar local representative: “It is impossible to have a development 
in this day and age and not have opponents. Our job is to weigh the needs of all the stakeholders 
to create a project that is balanced in delivering community benefits. The Forestar team was 
directed to review the project and address the issues raised on appeal.  We took the time to 
redesign the map to achieve a great balance of community benefits, economic stimulus and 
environmental sensitivity.  This dialogue and resulting changes demonstrate how a developer 
and the community can work together to achieve a superior end result.”

 Valley Voice: “Is public safety impacted?”

 Avrashow: “It’s greatly improved.  Sesnon will allow for a quicker response time for 
LAPD, LAFD and paramedics as contrasted with the distance and grade of Mason.  The 
secondary, emergency access via Brown’s Canyon adds real benefit.” 

 Valley Voice:   “Are there benefits for residents not living in Hidden Creeks?”

 Sanders: “The public park has been relocated to the development’s southern portion 
and is much closer with safer access for Porter Ranch residents.  Expanding on Wayne’s point 
on emergency service personnel; local residents in their vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians will 
not have to navigate the lengthier distance and steeper grade of Mason.  We added a multi-
purpose field that we envision being used for soccer by local residents.  The park is closer to 
Brown’s and Mormon’s Creeks and we have created a more scenic environment.  Its lower 
elevation will have less wind.  The new park design has a great tot lot, abundant parking, and 
a basketball court. We added a multi-purpose field that we expect to be used as a soccer field 
and in addition to the three softball fields.”
 At their Board of Directors meeting on September 29, the Northridge Girls’ Softball 
League unanimously voted to support the Hidden Creeks softball fields.  

 Valley Voice:  “What does Hidden Creeks feature for equestrians?”

 Sanders: “The existing Mountain Meadows will be demolished with a state-of-art 
equestrian facility built from scratch.  The “new” Mountain Meadows will be a crown jewel 
for the equestrian community.  Equestrians will have enhanced access to the existing and 
newly designed trails surrounding the community. There will twenty-five lots with horse 
keeping allowed onsite for residents who want to board their horses in their backyard.  We 
redesigned the map to improve the access so those residents can take their horse from their 
backyard directly to the trail.”  

 Kim Shulte: “My wife Helen and I have owned Mountain Meadows for many years.  
We are dedicated horse people.  We live and work here.  This is our passion and we look 
forward to a new and improved Mountain Meadows.  A couple of new features we will have 
that really excites Helen and I are, boarding for over 100 horses and a covered main riding 
arena.” 

 Valley Voice:  “Are the trails only for equestrians?”

 Sanders: No.  Hikers are welcomed and will love the natural trails.  I’ve hiked on the 
property and the views of the creeks and valley floor are spectacular.” 

 Valley Voice: “Give our readers a sense of the timing for Hidden Creeks?”

 Avrashow:  “The city accepted our redesigned map and is receiving comments from 
various city departments.  Three sections of the EIR were revised to address concerns raised 
by appellants including the tragic gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Those sections were submitted 
to the city.  Forestar wants to be fully transparent and requested that the City publicly re-
circulate these three sections.  We expect the public review to commence in mid- January.  
We will continue to work with individuals and community groups and anticipate a City 
Planning Commission hearing in the spring or early summer of 2017.”   

 Valley Voice:  “What do you anticipate at the Planning Commission Hearing?”

 Avrashow:  “The City has consistently approved Hidden Creeks or recommended 
it for approval.  The City Boundary Review Board recommended annexation based on 
Forestar’s financial commitment to maintain the park for the first few years. The City’s 
Chief Administrative Officer commissioned an independent fiscal analysis and concluded 
there would be “no fiscal impact” to the city’s general fund. 
 In 2013 the City’s Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval to the 
City Council on the discretionary actions such as the general plan amendment, zone change 
and Development Agreement.  The Planning Department’s Advisory Agency approved the 
map and EIR.  The Planning Commission will hear appeals to that approval.  Since the 
Commission recommended approval at its initial review, we anticipate a favorable outcome 
since the redesigned map is vastly environmentally superior.”

their appeal. 
 * Eliminates any remedial grading by Forestar in the area that is currently owned by Toll 
Bros. for future public open space. This was a major objection by the Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy and the Audubon Society in their appeals.
 Valley Voice has also learned that portions of Hidden Creeks’ Environmental Impact 
Report or EIR have been re-submitted to the City.  Those three sections are:
 1.  Alternatives.  By California law, all EIRs have to include alternative development 
plans.  Alternative IV in the EIR was already circulated which had Sesnon Boulevard as the 
primary access. This alternative was a “superior” environmental alternative but not feasible 
since Sesnon was not improved. The Alternative EIR section has added details and analysis.
 2.  Greenhouse Gas Emissions.  The revision to this section conforms with recent rulings 
from the California Supreme Court. 
 3.  The Hazardous Materials section was revised with a detailed analysis of the impacts 
to Hidden Creeks from the Aliso Canyon facility gas leak.  To thoroughly analyze the impacts, 
Forestar engaged independent experts to conduct detailed, scientific, on-site air emission 
testing of Hidden Creeks.  A written, laboratory-based analysis supplements the on-site testing  
and confirmed that impacts to Hidden Creeks were far less than that experienced by Porter 
Ranch.  In their appeal, the local advocacy group Save Porter Ranch cited the need for more 
information on the gas leak.

Hidden Creeks

Home Sales Up 7.4%
The median price of a home in Los Angeles County rose by 7.4 percent in October, compared 

with the same month a year ago, while the number of homes sold dipped 6.3 percent.
 According to CoreLogic, the median price of a Los Angeles County home was $525,000, 

up from $489,000 in October 2015. A total of 6,585 homes were sold in the county, down from 
7,025 during the same month the previous year.
 A total of 19,976 new and resale houses and condos changed hands in Los Angeles, Riverside, 
San Diego, Ventura, San Bernardino and Orange counties, according to CoreLogic. That was 
down 6.3 percent from 21,325 in September and up 0.3 percent from 19,920 in October 2015.
 The median price of a Southern California home was $465,000 in October, up 1.1 percent 
from $460,000 in September and up 6.9 percent from $435,000 in October 2015.
 “The report reflects home sales recorded in October and provides a final look at activity 
unaffected by any impact from the recent presidential election,” said Andrew LePage, a research 
analyst for CoreLogic.
 “October sales rose slightly year-over-year and were the highest for the month of October in 
three years, but remained well below average, in part because of affordability constraints.”

Unemployment at 5.1%
The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in Los Angeles County was 5.1 percent in 

November, the same as a revised 5.1 percent in October, the state Employment Development 
Department reported.

 The 5.1 percent rate was well below the 6.1 percent rate from November 2015.
 The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for California was 5.3 percent in November, 
down from 5.5 percent in October and below the 5.9 percent rate in November 2015. The 
comparable estimates for the nation were 4.6 percent in November, 4.9 percent in October and 
5 percent a year ago.
 According to the EDD, total nonfarm employment increased in Los Angeles County by 22,200 
jobs between October and November to reach more than 4.4 million. The trade, transportation 
and utilities sector posted the largest gain, adding 16,800 jobs.
 About 261,000 people were unemployed in November in Los Angeles County, which has a 
workforce of about 5.1 million.
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LOCAL Events

The Valley Voice is published every 
last Tuesday of the Month.

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

Deadline for Non-Profits
   
Please submit very brief local events, space is 
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. 
Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@
hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE
       

Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
1-702-461-1333  /  1-818-366-9880

COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE
       

Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded

Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
1-702-461-1333  /  1-818-366-9880

CERT Training
 The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
is holding a free CERT training class. Training begins 
Thursday, January 5 from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm. Trainees will 
receive 17-1/2 hours of initial training by LAFD personnel. 
It is provided free of charge within the city of Los Angeles 
to anyone 18 or over. CERT members are trained in basic 
disaster response skills such as fire safety, light search and 
rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations. 
You will learn how to prepare for emergencies, what supplies 
you should have NOW in your house, how much food and 
water, but most importantly, how to protect your family and 
community in an emergency. For more information, email 
cert@ghnnc.com

Santa Susana Docent Training
 The Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park is hosting 
a hike leader and docent training course on Saturday, 
January 7, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. This training is open to 
anyone wanting to learn about the Santa Susana Mountains 
and it's geology, history, and information on the park. While 
completing the course does not mean you must become a park 
docent, those interested in being hike leaders must complete 
it. The 12 session series is $50 for the complete training and 
$15 for individual classes. For more information, email 
santasusanafriends@gmail.com.

Book Sale
 The Friends of the Granada Hills Library will host a 
two-day used book sale on Friday, January 20, from 9:30 
AM to 5:00 PM; and Saturday, January 21, from 9:30 AM to 
4:00 PM.  The sale will take place in the library's community 
room. A wonderful variety of hardcovers and paperbacks 
will be available for all ages and interests!  Prices for most 
books will range from 25 cents to one dollar.  All proceeds 
will benefit the library. The Granada Hills Library is located 

at 10640 Petit Ave. in Granada Hills.  The phone number is 
818-368-5687.

Capital Fellows Programs
 The nationally recognized Capital Fellows Programs 
administered by the Center for California Studies at 
California State University, Sacramento, announces the 
availability of applications for the Capital Fellows Programs: 
California Senate Fellows, Executive Fellowship Program, 
Jesse M. Unruh Assembly Fellowship Program and Judicial 
Administration Fellowship Program. These fellowships 
offer the unique opportunity to work for 10-11 months 
as a full-time paid staff member in the California State 
Assembly, California State Senate, California Executive 
Branch or the California Judiciary. Fellows participate in 
policymaking, program development and implementation 
and gain first-hand experience in the governance and 
leadership of California. For detailed information about 
the fellowships and applications, please see our website, 
www.csus.edu/calst/programs.  The application deadline 
for all four fellowships is: February 13, 2017. If you have 
questions regarding the Capital Fellows Programs, please 
contact the Center for California Studies at (916) 278-6906 
or calstudies@csus.edu

Shocker! DWP’s Pension Plan 
is $4.8 Billion Underfunded … 
Ratepayers Will Pay the Bill!

By Jack Humphreville

The Department of Water and Power’s pension plan and its plan to cover Other Post-Employment Benefits 
(“OPEB”) have unfunded liabilities of almost $4.8 billion, an obligation that the Ratepayers will be required 
to fund.  

 The Department of Water and Power pension plan is only 84% funded as assets of $10.3 billion are about $2 
billion short of its future obligations of $12.3 billion. 
 At the same time, the OPEB obligations are only 75% funded as assets of $1.75 billion are about $600 million less 
that its future obligations of $2.3 billion. 
 Combined, DWP retirement obligations are only 83% funded, representing an unfunded liability of $2.5 billion. 
 That’s the good news. 
 When DWP finishes cooking the books and marks the assets to their true market value and assumes a more 
realistic investment rate assumption of 6.25%, the unfunded liability soars to $4.8 billion, representing an unhealthy 
funded ratio of 71%. 
 DWP’s retirement plans are also very expensive to maintain. This year, the Department is expected to contribute 
$550 million to the two plans, an amount equal to over 12.5% of Department revenues and equal to almost 60% of its 
payroll.  The City, on the other hand, contributes less than 30% of civilian workers’ salaries to the Los Angeles City 
Employees’ Retirement System. 
 During the last year, the unfunded liability increased by 50% ($1.6 billion) to $4.8 billion, in large part because 
the return on invested assets was less than 1% (0.82%), a considerable shortfall from the overly optimistic investment 
rate assumption of 7.5%.  At the same time, the annual contribution will increase to 60% of projected payroll, up 
from less than 50% the previous year. 
 DWP, to its credit, has been making some progress. 
 Several years ago, the Department contributed $600 million to fund a portion of its OPEB obligations, unlike 
the County and the State who have failed to fund any of this ever increasing liability.  As an aside, the City has been 
funding a portion of this obligation for almost 20 years.  
 In the past year, it lowered its investment rate assumption to 7.25% even though it resulted in a higher unfunded 
liability and increased contributions. 
 The Department and IBEW 18 also agreed to establish a new pension tier with lower benefits for employees who 
were hired after January 1, 2014.  This resulted in lower annual contributions as a percentage of the payroll. 
 But even with these changes, DWP’s retirement plans are not sustainable as the investment returns on the 
stock and bond portfolios are expected to be in the range of 6% to 6.5%, lower than the targeted rate of return of 
7.25%.  Furthermore, the investment rate assumption does not provide for the funding of the $4.8 billion unfunded 
liability which will continue to compound.  At the same time, annual benefits of this mature pension plan will exceed 
contributions by the Department and its employees. 
 This shortfall will eventually be funded by the hard pressed Ratepayers who are already being smacked with a five year, 
$1 billion rate increase.  
 Rather than speculate about the status of DWP’s retirement plans, the Board of Commissioners should require the 

Department, with the 
assistance of the Ratepayers 
Advocate and the 
Neighborhood Councils, to 
follow the recommendation 
of the LA 2020 Commission 
to establish an independent 
and transparent Commission 
on Retirement Security to 
review the DWP’s retirement 
obligations in order to 
promote am accurate 
understanding of the facts, 
to report on employment 
costs in various categories, 
and to develop concrete 
recommendations.
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SPONSORED

Remember This as 
Trump Becomes The 

Actual President-Elect
By George Will

Political mildness is scarce nowadays, so it has been pleasantly surprising 
that post-election denunciations of the Electoral College have been 
tepid. This, even though the winner of the presidential election lost the 

popular vote by perhaps 2.8 million votes, more than five times the 537,179 
votes by which Al Gore outpolled George W. Bush in 2000.

 Political hypochondriacs say, with more indignation than precision, 
that the nation's 58th presidential election was the fifth in which the winner 
lost the popular vote. In 1824, however, before the emergence of the party 
system, none of the four candidates received a majority of the electoral 
votes, and the House of Representatives chose John Quincy Adams even 
though Andrew Jackson won more popular votes -- 38,149 more, although 
only about 350,000 of the approximately 4 million white males eligible to 
vote did so. All four candidates had been together on the ballots in only six 
of the 24 states, and another six states, including the most populous, New 
York, had no elections -- their legislatures picked the presidential electors.

 In 1876, Rutherford B. Hayes won the electoral vote even though 
Samuel J. Tilden won 254,694 more of the 8,411,618 popular votes cast. 
(With 51 percent, Tilden is the only presidential loser to win a majority 
of the popular vote.) In 1888, Benjamin Harrison won the electoral vote 
233-168 even though President Grover Cleveland won the popular vote by 
89,293 out of 11,395,083 votes cast. In both years, however, exuberant fraud 
on both sides probably involved more votes than the victory margins.

 So, two of the five 21st-century elections (2000 and 2016) are the only 
clear and pertinent instances, since the emergence of the party system in 
1828, of the winner of the popular vote losing the presidency. Two is 40 
percent of five elections, which scandalizes only those who make a fetish of 
simpleminded majoritarianism.

 Those who demand direct popular election of the president should be 
advised that this is what we have -- in 51 jurisdictions (the states and the 
District of Columbia). And the electoral vote system quarantines electoral 
disputes. Imagine the 1960 election under direct popular election: John 
Kennedy's popular vote margin over Richard Nixon was just 118,574. If 
all 68,838,219 popular votes had been poured into a single national bucket, 
there would have been powerful incentives to challenge the results in many 
of the nation's 170,000 precincts.

 In 1912, Woodrow Wilson won just 41.8 percent of the popular vote but 
conducted a strong presidency based on 81.9 percent of the electoral votes. 
Eighty years later, Bill Clinton won 43 percent of the popular vote but 68.8 
percent of the electoral votes. In 2008, Barack Obama won 52.9 percent of 
the popular vote but 67.8 percent of the electoral vote.

 The 48 elections since 1824 have produced 18 presidents that received 
less than 50 percent of the popular vote. The greatest of them, Abraham 
Lincoln, received 39.9 percent in 1860. So, on Dec. 19, when the electors cast 
their votes in their respective states, actually making Donald Trump the 
president-elect, remember: Do not blame the excellent electoral vote system 
for the 2016 choice that was the result of other, and seriously defective, 
aspects of America's political process.              -  Jewish World Review

Antisemitism Bill Unanimous

U.S. Senate: Stop
Hate on All Campuses

By Lea Speyer

A newly passed US Senate bill advancing the fight against antisemitism will have a “ripple 
effect” on educational institutions, the head of a Jewish human rights organization 
told The Algemeiner.

 Kenneth Marcus — president and general counsel at the Louis D. Brandeis Center for 
Human Rights Under Law — was referring to the unanimous passage on Dec. 4 of the bipartisan 
Antisemitism Awareness Act of 2016, which identifies the phenomenon as a “persistent, disturbing 
problem in elementary and secondary schools and on college campuses.” It also demands that 
the Department of Education take into consideration the definition of antisemitism set forth by 
the State Department and its Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism.

 According to the bill:
 Awareness of this definition of antisemitism will increase understanding of the parameters of 

contemporary anti-Jewish conduct and will assist the Department of Education in determining 
whether an investigation of antisemitism under Title VI [of the Civil Rights Act of 1964] is 
warranted.

 “At every university, the general counsel will need to advise the administration on this new 
federal guidance,” Marcus told The Algemeiner. “And university policy will need to be revised to 
reflect it.” 

 The Antisemitism Awareness Act has faced criticism from members of the anti-Israel 
movement, which accuses it of hindering freedom of speech.

 Rejecting this claim, Marcus said that the authors of the bill — Sens. Bob Casey (D-PA) and 
Tim Scott (R-SC) — “were very smart” in their wording, to avoid infringing on any rights.

 “The First Amendment protects a lot of antisemitic speech, just as it protects lots of racist, 
sexist and homophobic speech. This bill wouldn’t change that. The point is that some activities 
are not constitutionally protected, and this bill would help the Department of Education identify 
which of them are antisemitic,” he said.

 As Jewish students have become increasingly vulnerable targets on college campuses, Marcus 
said, “It’s about time the government take action.”

 “Some of us have been pointing out for several years that antisemitic incidents are surging 
and need to be addressed. Over the last couple of years, the levels have become so unacceptable 
that Congress is beginning to take notice,” he added.

 According to a recently published FBI Hate Crime Statistic Report, 2015 saw a major spike 
in antisemitism in the US, with Jew-hatred accounting for 51.3 percent of  all victims targeted 
due to religious bias. A total of 664 antisemitic incidents were recorded.

      -  The Algemeiner
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www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980   

MONTCLAIR        Located 
South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420 

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave, 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
951-894-7988

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales Associates

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, 
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge 
Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur 
in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating 
area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and 
skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2016 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: January 10, 2017. Expires: January 30, 2017.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest 
will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next 
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases.  For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum 
Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. 

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will 
be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 18 or 6 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after 
promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.

HURRY IN! SALE ENDS 

MONDAY, JAN 30

AT 9PM!

#1 in California, 
#1 in America, 

47 Locations 
to Serve 

You!

10%off‡

NO Interest*

NO Down Payment
NO Minimum Purchase
On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 1/10/2017 
to 1/30/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 72 months. Ashley 
HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and 
delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See back page for details.

plus

20%off‡

NO Interest*

NO Down Payment
NO Minimum Purchase
On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 1/10/2017 
to 1/30/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 48 months. Ashley 
HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and 
delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See back page for details.

plus

$13
FOR 72 MONTHS.‡ ‡   INCLUDES 10% OFF. ‡

SOFA ONLY

PERMONTH

OR
$39
PER MONTH FOR 
72 MONTHS.‡ ‡ 
INCLUDES 10% OFF. ‡ 

Navasota Charcoal 95" Sofa

$99999

5 Piece Living Room
Includes sofa, loveseat, 
cocktail table and 2 end tables.

$309999

10%

20%
off‡

off‡

6
4

YEARS
SPECIAL
FINANCING§

YEARS
SPECIAL
FINANCING§

P
L
U
S

P
L
U
S

OR


