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I am the Nation.
I am the Flag of the

 United States of America! 

I was born on July 4, 1776.  And the Declaration of Independence 
is my birth certificate. The bloodlines of the world run in my 
veins, because I offered freedom to the oppressed. I am many 

things, and many people. I AM THE NATION!
 I am 330 million living souls – and the spirit of millions who 
have lived and died for me.
 I am Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. I stood at Lexington and 
fired the shot heard around the 
world. I am Washington, Jefferson, 
and Patrick Henry. I am John Paul 
Jones and Davy Crockett. I am Lee 
and Grant and Abe Lincoln.
 I remember the Alamo, the Maine, 
Pearl Harbor and the Twin Towers. 
When freedom called I answered and 
stayed until it was over, over there. I 
left my heroic dead in Flanders Field, 
on the rock of Corregidor, on the bleak 
slopes of Korea, the steaming jungle of 
Vietnam, and the hot sweltering deserts of Iraq 
and Afghanistan.
 I am the Brooklyn Bridge, the wheat lands of Kansas, 
the fertile lands of the West and the sweet syrups of Vermont. I 
am the coalfields of West Virginia, the oil wells of Texas, the Golden 
Gate and the Grand Canyon. I am Independence Hall, the Monitor 
the Merrimac.
 I am big. I sprawl from the Atlantic to the Pacific…my arms 
reach out to embrace Alaska and Hawaii …three million miles 
throbbing with industry and technology. I am more than 2.2 million 
farms. I am forest, field, mountain and desert. I am quiet villages, 
residential communities – and cities that never sleep.
 You can look at me and see Ben Franklin walking down the 
streets of Philadelphia with his loaf of bread under his arm. You can 
see Betsy Ross with her needle. You can see the lights of Christmas 
and Chanukah, and other religions, as the calendar turns. 
 I am Babe Ruth and Fernando Valenzuela and the World Series. 
I am 100,000 public schools, 5,300 colleges and universities. Over 
100,000 places where my people worship G-d as they think best. 

I am a ballot dropped in a box, the roar of a crowd in our many 
stadiums, and the voice of a choir. I am an editorial or a news story 
in the Valley Voice, and a letter, email or text to a Congressman.
 I am Eli Whitney and Stephen Foster. I am Tom Edison, 
Albert Einstein and Billy Graham. I am Will Rogers, the Wright 
Brothers, and Neil Armstrong, John Glenn, Alan Shepard and 
Gus Grissom. I am George Washington Carver, Jonas Salk, and 

Martin Luther King and Cesar 
Chavez.
 I am Thomas Paine, 
Longfellow, Harriet Beecher 

Stowe, and Walt Whitman.
 I am a pen, mightier than the 
sword, and stand for liberty and 
freedom of the press. I am the 

Capital Gazette of Annapolis.
   I am the Statute of Liberty and have 
watched over the New York Harbor 

since 1886, greeting our immigrants, 
and on my base is inserted the date of the 

American Declaration of Independence of July 
4, 1776. Yes, I am the symbol of liberty, part of my 

name, lighting the world. Inscribed on a bronze tablet, 
inside the pedestal, is my greeting to those passing by:
 "Give me your tired and poor, your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send 
these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me. I lift my lamp inside the 
golden door." 
 Yes, I am the nation, and these are the things that I am. I was 
conceived in freedom and G-d willing, in freedom, I will spend the 
rest of my days.
 May I possess always the integrity, the courage and the 
strength to keep myself unshackled, to remain a citadel of 
freedom. Let our Stars and Stripes be a beacon of hope to our 
great nation, and the world.

 This is my wish, my goal, my prayer in this year of 2018, two 
hundred forty two years after I was born.



The word evangelism can conjure up a variety of images and thoughts ranging from 
world missions to flashy televangelists. Many faithful church members would answer, 
“Evangelism? Oh, that’s something our preacher does on Sunday morning.”

Well, yes . . . and no.
Many years ago I heard one of the greatest definitions of evangelism, and 

to this day it has stuck with me: evangelism is nothing more than mouth-to-ear 
resuscitation!

What a great yet simple description. The Gospel of Jesus comes from your 
mouth to someone else’s ear—and brings life to a spirit who, without Christ, is 
dead in sin (Ephesians 2:1). 

With typical mouth-to-mouth resuscitation or CPR, you don’t have to be a 
doctor or medical expert to administer it. Anyone can do it with the proper train-
ing. It’s the same thing with sharing the Gospel! You don’t have to be a preacher 
or possess a master’s degree from a Bible college. Any believer can share the 
Good News—effectively—with the proper training. 

I’ve written a book called Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your Faith, 
to reassure you that evangelism doesn’t have to be complicated or intimidating—and you 
can participate in it every single day of your life once you have the right tools. Once you 
do, you will be able to win souls for the Kingdom of God.

What do I mean by that? Well, let’s take a look at what the Bible says about winning 
souls.

“WIN AS MANY AS POSSIBLE”
Although we don’t see the exact term “soul winner” in God’s Word, it most like-

ly comes from two different Scriptures. The first is Proverbs 
11:30, which says, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, 
and he who is wise wins souls.” The second comes from 1 Cor-
inthians 9:19–23, where Paul wrote about humbling himself 
toward everyone so that he could “win as many as possible.” 
He wrote:

To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those 
under the law I became like one under the law (though I my-
self am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To 
those not having the law I became like one not having the law 
(though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s 
law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I be-
came weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all 
people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all 
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.

Four times in this passage Paul used the word win. He 
was using his influence and background to persuade and con-
vince those around him to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord. 
He was competing for their souls. Do you think this came eas-
ily and without a fight, resistance, or conflict? I don’t think so. 
While recapping his life, one of Paul’s last words was that he 
had “fought the good fight” (2 Timothy 2:4).
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Soul Winning Made Simple

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

By

20 New Luxury Model Homes

888.520.1871 | LiveAtPorterRanch.com

The Porter Ranch Master Plan features gated communities with 
homes ranging from 1,800–5,500 square feet. Each village located 

near the award-winning K-8 Porter Ranch Community School. 
Priced from the $800,000s – $2 Millions.

Where to Learn

A T  P O R T E R  R A N C H

I S  R I V A L E D  O N L Y  B Y

Where to Live

Avila | Bella Vista | Westcliffe
Hillcrest | The Canyons

LUXURY NEW HOMES

Open Daily 11 am–6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers welcome. Photos 
are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. 
DRE License No. 01206770.

THE BATTLE IS REAL
Winning souls basically means to lead people to a saving knowledge of the truth. Think 

of the expression “winning someone over.” In that sense, you are convincing some-
one of something or gaining his or her support. Or consider the saying “winning 
someone’s heart.” This has a more intimate meaning of gaining a person’s affection 
or causing them to love you exclusively.

If you are winning souls, then you are a soul winner. I’ve often wondered why 
so many people back away from this term. Maybe it’s because the word winning 
constitutes a battle or conflict. I realize our society has fallen into a “can’t we all 
just get along” mentality, but the Bible says that there’s a war going on. Not a war 
against people, but against the dark forces in the spiritual realm (Ephesians 6:12). 
And these powers are doing everything possible to win this war. That same passage 
of Scripture, Ephesians 6:10–17, also says that we must put on the full armor of God. 
We wouldn’t need to wear armor if a battle wasn’t going on, right?

Here’s the thing: the church is not a “bless me” club meant to provide comfortable 
seats and feel-good messages for its members. Christian fellowship and community are abso-
lutely important. But what’s more important is the church’s role to equip its members with 
the knowledge of the Word of God…so that we will boldly engage in the war that is taking 
place over the souls of mankind. 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share 
Your Faith (available on Amazon) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, 
California, which has campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the West Valley. You can 
connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

A SMILE
Jimmy Durante sang in one of his songs,

“I could show the world how to smile.”

I have extended the meaning of a smile.

A smile can initiate a positive relationship.

Such a relationship can generate

a flame of optimism towards one’s fellow man.

When I smile, I smile to myself.

I am smiling back to me.

This smiling back to me makes me feel good.

When another person sees me smile,

that smile is picked up by the other person,

who in turn also smiles and feels good.

© Norman Molesko, 2016

Ambassador For Seniors
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Villaraigosa’s Silence Costly?

California 
Gubernatorial 

Primaries: 
Aftermath and 

What’s Next
By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

The long-awaited gubernatorial primaries took place on June 
5, and the top-two vote-getters, Lieutenant Governor Gavin 
Newsom (D) and businessman John Cox (R) will advance to 

the general election on Nov. 6. 
Even if a candidate receives over 50% of the vote in the pri-

mary election, there will be two candidates, regardless of party, 
advancing to the general election, unlike some states which will 
declare the candidate with over 50% of the vote in the primary 
election the winner of the election. 

However, in this election, no candidate received over 50%. 
Newsom finished with 33.8%, Cox with 26.2% and former Los 
Angeles mayor Antonio Villaraigosa (D) with 13.2% of the votes, 
according to the New York Times. 

Newsom, who began his campaign in 2015, long before the 
Trump’s election, finished with satisfying results and secured first 
in the election. 

A few months ago, Newsom declared that he is “fully com-
mitted” to shutting down Aliso Canyon, the site of the largest 
methane gas leak in the entire nation, and a few weeks after the 
May issue of the Valley Voice had been printed, I received an email 
from Rhys William, a spokesperson for the lieutenant governor, 
who confirmed Newsom’s standpoint on the issue.

On the other hand, Villaraigosa yielded a disappointing out-
come, who had finished at a distant third place despite vastly out-
spending Cox on his campaign. Villaraigosa spent over $13 mil-
lion on TV ads, according to Advertisement Analytics. 

I never received a statement from Villaraigosa’s office, 
which did not respond to any of our emails or return our calls. He 
did not clearly address the Aliso Canyon issue at the gubernato-
rial Town Hall at USC’s Bovard Auditorium Jan. 13., where he 
instead promised a follow-up statement. 

While the gubernatorial elections have proven to be a popu-
lar topic of interest for an older crowd, it has not been receiving 
nearly as much attention from teens and young adults as national 
news has been getting these past few weeks, especially since the 
topic does not get much coverage in the media. 

Crystal Baek, a high-schooler who recently finished her 
freshman year at Granada Hills Charter High School and is a val-
ley resident, said she has difficulty keeping up with the gubernato-
rial elections. 

“Coming from a family that is not very involved in politics, 
I find it hard to keep up with it all,” Baek said. “I do not have a 
great deal to say about the gubernatorial election because I do not 
have much knowledge regarding it.”

Many students I have interviewed who reside within the vi-
cinity have responded with either a no comment on the issue, or 
simply stated they do not know much about the topic. 

Eliot Lee, also a rising junior at Granada Hills High School, 
gave a similar response to Baek’s. 

“I don’t keep up with politics, but it is surprising that an 
unexpected Republican candidate got the nomination,” Lee said.  

The youth in the valley seem to be more focused on national 
news and issues, many of which include Trump’s policies, as they 
do receive the most media coverage. Students would be able to have 
more conversations and could be more enlightened on gubernatorial 
elections if it was mentioned more in the news. 

CityWatch

Antonio’s Swan Song?
By Tony Castro

D id Antonio Villaraigosa make a horrendous political mistake when he chose not to run for California’s open 
U.S. Senate seat two years ago, when the presidential election voter turnout was certainly greater than it 
was last month? 

 Then Atty. Gen. Kamala Harris may have been the rising star of California politics, but chances might have 
been stronger for Antonio securing a spot in the general election ballot in 2016 than the disappointing third place 
finish last month that may have ended his political career. 
 Villaraigosa’s public reasoning was that he wanted to be governor of California, not a U.S. senator.
 But many in Antonio’s camp were ready for that senate race and had long plotted a not-very-private scenario 
in which he might wind up succeeding either of California’s two aging incumbent senators -- Barbara Boxer or 
Dianne Feinstein -- be it by their retirement or death. 
 Villaraigosa, though, wanted it all. He claimed to be practically broke when he stepped down as mayor of 
Los Angeles, and he had set out with the help of some rich friends to be financially independent when he sought 
office again. 
 Antonio also privately told insiders he thought Gavin Newsom, even as lieutenant governor, would be an 
easier opponent than Kamala Harris, the darling of California Democrats, especially in a mano a mano faceoff 
in the 2018 general election. 
 “Antonio didn’t have any doubt he would finish No. 1 or No. 2 in the primary -- who wouldn’t have put 
money on that?” a longtime Villaraigosa insider told me after their candidate finished out of the runoff in the 
gubernatorial primary. “He’s shocked. This is a more bitter disappointment for Antonio than when he lost the 
(2001) mayoral runoff to Jimmy Hahn. 
 “He thought he had all his ducks in line -- the campaign’s financial backers, his political base in LA, and 
growing support up and down the state. This was the race. This was the time. A place in the runoff was his.” 
 He just never thought it was his to lose.

 (Tony Castro, a former political reporter and columnist, is the author of five books, the most recent being “Looking 
for Hemingway: Spain, The Bullfights and a Final Rite of Passage” (Lyons Press) He is an occasional contributor 
to CityWatch. Twitter: https://twitter.com/Tony_Castro). Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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CityWatch

LAPD’s New 
Buzz Word: 

De-Escalate!
By Dennis P. Zine

T ime after time, I’ve heard comments from so-
called experts -- including members of the media, 
commissioners, elected officials and judges -- as 

they criticize the actions of dedicated, professional 
police officers who must deal with uncooperative or 
hostile suspects and motorists they need to question 
while performing their duty to Protect and Serve the 
public.
 Police personnel are usually called out for using 
any type of physical force against uncooperative 
individuals who refuse to comply with lawful 
directions.  
 I will illustrate a recent case that hit the news: 
The situation involved 18-year-old Bethany Nava who 
was a passenger on the Red Line train that runs from 
North Hollywood to Union Station. Nava was sitting 
on the train and had her feet on a seat. There are 
repeated recorded messages on the train reminding 
passengers not to drink or place feet on a seat while 
riding the train. 
 A uniformed LAPD Sergeant, who was without a 
partner, approached Nava and directed her to remove 
her feet. She refused to cooperate and became hostile 
toward the officer. The Sergeant began to physically 
remove Nava from her seat and she resisted. Then out 
came the cameras as other passengers began to record 
the event. While Nava was being removed from the 
train against her will, she resisted and minimal force 
was used to take her off the train for questioning. 
 
  *  *  *

 Additional police personnel were requested, and 
a crowd began to form, criticizing the actions of the 
Sergeant. One 22-year-old spectator named Selina 
Lechuga, who was also on the train, objected to the 
Sergeant’s actions and ultimately spit at the officer. 
Both Nava and Lechuga were taken into custody.        
 Of note, the LAPD was awarded the contract 
to police public transit operations within the City 
of Los Angeles a year before. This was after the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff lost that contract for a variety 
of reasons, including lack of enforcement on the 
transit lines. I have personal knowledge of the Sheriff 
Department’s failure to enforce relevant transit laws 
because I utilize the Orange and Red Lines when I 
travel from the San Fernando Valley to downtown 
Los Angeles. 
 The conclusion of this case was as follows: 
Defendant Bethany Nave was found NOT guilty of the 
charges against her by a judge in the Superior Court. 
This judge – who needs to take a few rides on transit 
along with some officers -- stated that the Sergeant 
should have DE-ESCALATED the situation. That’s 
right…blame the Sergeant for doing his job while the 
uncooperative 18-year-old Bethany Nava goes free. 
We all know what comes next. There will be a lawsuit 
against the City of Los Angeles by Bethany Nava for 
the actions of this LAPD Sergeant. 
 There are laws that require you to cooperate with 
an officer performing his or her duty, but those laws 
didn’t seem to mean anything in this case.    
 As Chief of Police Charlie Beck retires, he leaves 
Los Angeles residents in good hands as far as the 
crime stats are concerned. 
 As of May 26, there were 10,035 sworn police 
officers deployed to police 4,007,905 Los Angeles 
residents. 
 
CRIME STATS REVEAL: 
 
 Violent Crime        
 2017 vs 2018 to date -- Down -3.2% 

 Property Crime     
 2017 vs 2018 to date -- Down -4.1% 
 
 Arrests                 
 2017 vs 2018 to date -- Down -2.3%    
     
 Shooting Victims   
 2017 vs 2018 to date -- Down -24.5%
 
 (Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD Supervisor, 
former and retired 12-year Los Angeles City Councilman and 
current General Manager at Bell Canyon in Ventura County.) 
Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

On the Late
Charles 

Krauthammer
My Friend and 

Mentor
By Marc A. Thiessen

 

A few years ago, I was talking with Charles Krauthammer 
in the Fox News green room when the news that someone 
famous had passed away flashed on the television screen.

  Charles told me the way he hoped to go when his 
time came. His dream, he said, was to be assassinated during 

the seventh-inning stretch at a game at Nationals Park. He wanted to die in what he once called “my 
own private paradise,” where “the twilight’s gleaming, the popcorn’s popping, the kids’re romping and 
everyone’s happy.”
  Charles was the first person I turned to for advice when I was offered the opportunity to write a 
weekly column for The Washington Post.
  I did not know him at the time. Like so many others, I had long admired his work from afar. 
The first time I saw him speak in person was in 2004, when I was a young Pentagon speechwriter and 
Charles gave the American Enterprise Institute’s Irving Kristol Award lecture. He was introduced by Vice 
President Dick Cheney, who noted that Charles had been a speechwriter for one of his predecessors. “I now 
wish I had paid more attention at the time to the speeches of Walter Mondale,” Cheney said.
 Charles delivered an enthralling lecture, which, to this day, is the best expression I have ever heard of 
America’s role in the world. He dismissed the idea of American empire, declaring, “It is absurd to apply 
the word to a people whose first instinct upon arriving on anyone’s soil is to demand an exit strategy.” 
Unlike Rome or Britain or other classical empires, he said, Americans do not hunger for territory. “We like 
it here. We like our McDonald’s. We like our football. We like our rock-and-roll. We’ve got the Grand Canyon 
and Graceland. ... We’ve got everything. And if that’s not enough, we’ve got Vegas -- which is a facsimile of 
everything. ... If we want Chinese or Indian or Italian, we go to the food court.”
 We are not an imperial power, Charles said, but a commercial republic that, “by pure accident of 
history, has been designated custodian of the international system.” How to meet those responsibilities? 
Charles systematically took apart the competing schools of foreign policy: isolationism (which he called 
an “ideology of fear”); liberal internationalism (which supports force only in cases “devoid of national 
interest” and seeks to constrain American power through “fictional legalisms”); and realism (which 
believes in American power but “fails because it offers no vision”).
 In their place, Charles offered what he called democratic realism, which “sees as the engine of history 
not the will to power, but the will to freedom.” America, he said, “will support democracy everywhere, but 
we will commit blood and treasure only in places where there is a strategic necessity.” Put another way, he 
said, we will intervene “where it counts.” Germany and Japan counted. So did the Soviet Union. So does 
the battle against Islamic totalitarianism.
 I realized that night: That’s not only what I think; that’s how I want to think. That’s how I want to 
write. I want to be like Charles Krauthammer.
       

-  Jewish World Review
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Riah Shoes ( Lady’s Shoes Only )
9301 Tampa Ave # 63, Northridge, CA 91324
( Northridge Fashion Center 818-576-9091 )
Mon-Sat : 10 am—9pm, Sun : 11 am—7 pm

B
ri

n
g 

th
is

 c
o

u
p

o
n

 t
o

 g
et

 2
0

%
 o

ff
  f

o
r 

ƌĞ
ŐƵ

ůĂ
ƌ�
ƐŚ
Ž
ĞƐ
�Ž
Ŷ
ůǇ
͘��

Ŷ
Ǉ�
ĂĚ

Ě
ŝƟ
Ž
Ŷ
Ăů
�

d
is

co
u

n
t

ca
n

n
o

t
b

e
co

m
b

in
e

d
.

;�
s
Ăů
ŝĚ
��Ƶ

Ŷ
Ɵ
ů�ϴ
ͬϯ
Ϭ
ͬϭ
ϴ
Ϳ

B
ri

n
g 

th
is

 c
o

u
p

o
n

 t
o

 g
et

 2
0

%
 o

ff
  f

o
r 

ƌĞ
ŐƵ

ůĂ
ƌ�
ƐŚ
Ž
ĞƐ
�Ž
Ŷ
ůǇ
͘��

Ŷ
Ǉ�
ĂĚ

Ě
ŝƟ
Ž
Ŷ
Ăů
�

d
is

co
u

n
t

ca
n

n
o

t
b

e
co

m
b

in
e

d
.

;�
s
Ăů
ŝĚ
��Ƶ

Ŷ
Ɵ
ů�ϴ
ͬϯ
Ϭ
ͬϭ
ϴ
Ϳ

B
ri

n
g 

th
is

 c
o

u
p

o
n

 t
o

 g
et

 2
0

%
 o

ff
  f

o
r 

ƌĞ
ŐƵ

ůĂ
ƌ�
ƐŚ
Ž
ĞƐ
�Ž
Ŷ
ůǇ
͘��

Ŷ
Ǉ�
ĂĚ

Ě
ŝƟ
Ž
Ŷ
Ăů
�

d
is

co
u

n
t

ca
n

n
o

t
b

e
co

m
b

in
e

d
.

;�
s
Ăů
ŝĚ
��Ƶ

Ŷ
Ɵ
ů�ϴ
ͬϯ
Ϭ
ͬϭ
ϴ
Ϳ

CityWatchLA
First Person Report: 

USC Failed to 
Protect Us from Our 

Abusive Doctor
By Sarah Allen and Taara Prasad

The University of Southern California in Los Angeles has been 
at the center of a sexual abuse scandal involving a health 
center gynecologist.

 When we stepped on to the University of Southern California 
campus during freshman orientation in the summer of 2013, we 
were repeatedly cautioned to be vigilant. We kept an eye on our 
drinks at frat parties for fear of being drugged and made sure 
our drunk friends got home safely. We bought pepper spray and 
clutched our keys in case catcalls turned aggressive. When the 
worst happened, we supported each other through the emotional 
aftermath of sexual assault, whether we chose to report it or not. 
One place we never imagined abuse ― one place we believed we 
would be safe ― was our doctor’s office.
 We were wrong. On May 16, the Los Angeles Times 
reported that for decades, USC had received numerous complaints about inappropriate 
conduct by university gynecologist George Tyndall. Yet, Tyndall would remain employed 
at the university health center for almost 30 years, until USC finally forced his resignation, 
with severance, in June 2017. When we arrived on campus, we didn’t know about those 
complaints. We both became his patients, and then his victims as freshmen, and he would continue 
to treat us both throughout our college years.  
 The Engemann Student Health Center had attempted to create a safety net to protect patients 
in the event of human failure. Victims could report Tyndall’s misconduct, and many did at the 
time of the abuse. For some of his tenure at USC, his appointments were attended by female 
medical personnel, or chaperones, a measure designed to hold the doctor accountable during pelvic 
exams. But these measures merely gave the illusion of protection: Tyndall continued his abusive 
behavior in the presence of the chaperones, and when they complained in 2013, it did not result in 
termination. The problem is not that USC lacked a safety net; it’s that it knowingly maintained a 
defective one.
 When an institution fails this horrendously, repair seems even more daunting than if no safety 
net existed at all. How do you rehabilitate a system that accounted for human fallibility and yet 
still failed to respond? How can we move beyond mere gestures at patient safety to actually keep 
students safe?
    *  *  *

 First, USC needs to mend the trust it broke with its students and alumni. This means a drastic 
overhaul of the system it permitted to victimize its students. For years, USC’s sole consultant for 
women’s health questions was a predator. There must be an increased focus on hiring female physicians, 
and USC must consult and hire female administrators. It is no coincidence that a male-dominated 
administration ― USC has never had a female president― failed to prioritize women’s health.
 In the aftermath of this catastrophe, President C.L. Max Nikias will be stepping down, but the 
change can’t stop with him. His removal must be accompanied by a culture shift toward accountability, 
beginning with a public forum for victims to speak to administrators and, if possible, to confront 
Tyndall. This public voice serves two purposes: to allow victims to begin to heal their wounds and 
for the USC administration to learn from the women it made victims. As USC attempts to reform 
itself from within, many victims are suing from outside of USC’s tall, daunting gates. It is pivotal that 
their grievances be handled with sensitivity. If USC turns to victim-shaming in its own defense, it will 
decimate trust from past, present and future USC women.  
 At 18, we became victims to one doctor on one campus, but we know this heinousness is not limited 
to USC. As tempting as it is to view this 
incident in isolation, USC is merely a 
case example of American universities’ 
struggle to provide adequate services 
for student health and its failure to 
sufficiently address sexual assault. 
The abuses we and our fellow Trojans 
endured are a part of a systemic, cultural 
problem in which sexual assault and 
harassment run rampant and victims 
are silenced by the systems that claim 
to protect them. How USC chooses to 
reform its culture will be symptomatic 
of and a small informant in how this 
grander societal culture takes shape.
 In the era of #MeToo, it is clear that 
abuse by those in power has infiltrated 
a multitude of industries to create a 
global expanse of victims. Alongside 
this movement to increasing public 
awareness of these abuses must be a 
societal demand for tangible, sustainable 
mechanisms of accountability within 
the very systems that allowed abuse. 
This burden does not fall on only the 
victims. It is society’s collective burden. 
Without a cooperative effort to inspire 
internal organizational changes, society 
risks perpetuating a culture that accepts 
abuse and normalizes these atrocities. 
If systems do not hold predators 
accountable for their conduct, we 
cannot place our trust in authority.
 The story of Dr. Tyndall will live on 
painfully in the memories of his victims, 
and unfortunately we cannot guarantee 
that doctors will not abuse the trust of 
their patients like Tyndall abused ours. 
But this is our plea to learn from and 

Gas Leaks Too!

Letter to Editor
Valley Voice - Too Political!

Valley Voice is a great source for local news, 
events, entertainment, and advertisements.
But the articles about national political issues 
are out-of-place. 

Your publication would be much improved with 
less of that. 

Sincerely, 

Craig Baker
Sylmar

to act with expediency and sensitivity to protect the safety of millions of college 
women to come. What happened at USC is a lesson for all of us. Let’s start treating 
it like one.

 (Sarah Allen graduated from the University of Southern California in 
2017 with a bachelor’s degree in political science. She currently works as a 
legal assistant. Taara Prasad is a recent graduate of the University of Southern 
California and an incoming master’s student at the Yale School of Public Health.)
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Concussions in Sports: A Lot of Talk Out There…
W hat is a concussion? “Sport related concussion is a traumatic brain injury induced by 

biomechanical forces.” BJSM 2017; 51:838-847.  
 Common symptoms of concussion: headache, ‘pressure in head’, neck pain, nausea/

vomiting, dizziness, blurred vision, balance problems, sensitivity to light/noise, felling slowed 
down or in a fog, ‘don’t feel right’, difficulty with concentrating or remembering, feeling fa-
tigue or low energy, confusion, drowsiness, trouble falling or staying asleep, more emotional, 
irritability, sadness, nervousness/anxiety.  Now, several of these if singled out can be some com-
mon symptoms in teenage athletes, but combined with a specific injury can together be signs 
of concussion.  

 Common misconceptions regarding concussions:
 

1. You do not need to get hit in the head to suffer a concussion.  Many patients have 
been hit in the chest/torso and causing abnormal motion (biomechanical forces) in 
the brain ie. head snapping back/jarring the chest, causing concussion symptoms.

2. There is no longer a grading system for concussions.  We no longer use the terms: 
mild/moderate/severe or 1/2/3.  Some patients have suffered a LOC and recover fully 
within an hour or two where others had a minor impact and can be symptomatic for 
9 months.  Every patient is different.

3. No known time for recovery.  No one can predict when the concussion will/might 
resolve. Each patient is different and each concussion for the same patient is different.  

4. LOC may or may not play a role in management
5. Not every concussion needs a CAT/CT scan.  It is not recommended that every con-

cussion have a CT scan to evaluate.  Several studies have shown that only those pa-
tients that have a marked decline in neurologic function will need a CT to look for a 
bleed, which can kill the patient.  Too many patients in the past have undergone the 
high dose radiation to their brain and was unnecessary.    

6. No Nsaids after head injury.  Due to their anticoagulation properties, these can poten-
tiate a bleed in the brain and can be very dangerous for the patients.  We recommend 
Tylenol only as needed for pain, whether it is in their head or any other part of their 
body, for at least the first 2 weeks due to risk of intracranial bleeding.

 Current Treatment Recommendations:
1. No driving: There are currently studies going on using driving simulators in patients, 

but the research is slim on holding off on driving.  It comes down to common sense.  
If the patient is having difficulty with memory, reaction time, sensitivity to light/noise, 
they should not be behind the wheel of a car/truck.

2. Tylenol only prn pain.  Whether this pain is in their head or big toe, we do not rec-
ommend nsaids (advil, motrin, aleve, etc).  As stated previously, these nsaids are also 
blood thinners and can potentiate a bleed in the brain.

3. Sleep as much as possible.  This allows the brain to rest, heal.  
4. Sub-threshold exercise.  Several studies have shown that doing light exercise after a 

concussion can help alleviate symptoms and speed recovery.  However, if the patient 
has any symptoms during their light exercise, they need to stop or back off their activ-
ity.  Any activity that is worsening symptoms can prolong the recovery. 

5. Academic Accommodations: this is an important subject with our concussion pa-
tients.  This is by far the most functional brain activity these kids are doing.  Again, 
if the activity is causing symptoms, it can prolong the recovery.  So, these student 
athletes need to be able to attend school with accommodations if tolerated: sunglasses 
if they have light sensitivity, ear plugs if noise sensitivity, allowed to sit in class and not 
take notes if it is easier for them.

6. Limited electronics: cell phone/text/computer/video games: these items tend to ir-
ritate patients that have suffered a concussion and take functional brain activity to 
complete.  At least initially, we like to limit their use and can add back in some elec-
tronics as long as they do not cause symptoms.

Statistics show that most concussions may resolve in 1-2 weeks, but we can never predict when/
if the symptom will resolve.  

 Future Studies:
1. The new consensus statement on concussion in sport should be published 

near the time of this article in 2018.
2. When is too many concussions, too many?
3. Can we see a direct link from concussion to Chronic Traumatic Encepha-

lopathy (CTE)?
4. Can we detect CTE prior to permanent damage?

-  Richard J. Spelts, DO Medical Director SCOI Orthopedic Walk-In Clinic 

ABC Orders 
`Roseanne’ 

Spinoff
ABC announced it has ordered a spinoff 

of ``Roseanne’’ with all of the major cast 
members except series star Roseanne Barr.

 ABC has given a 10-episode order for the 
series, which has the working title of ``The Con-
ners,’’ which will premiere in the fall, airing in the 
Tuesday 8-8:30 p.m. time slot, the same as ``Rose-
anne’’ during the 2017-18 season.

 The series will star John Goodman, Laurie 
Metcalf, Sara Gilbert, Lecy Goranson and Michael 
Fishman. Additional cast members and a premiere 
date will be announced later.

 Gilbert will continue her role from the re-
boot as an executive producer, as will Tom Wer-
ner, an executive producer throughout the run of 
``Roseanne,’’ which originally began in 1988.

 The nine-episode reboot of ``Roseanne’’ 
was television’s most-watched series during the 
2017-18 season but canceled on May 29, hours af-
ter Barr posted a racist tweet.

 Barr will have no financial or creative in-
volvement in the new series, according to ABC. 
She was a creator and executive producer of the 
initial series.

 In the spinoff ``after a sudden turn of 
events, the Conners are forced to face the daily 
struggles of life in Lanford in a way they never 
have before,’’ according to ABC.

 ```The Conners stories demonstrate that 
families can always find common ground through 
conversation, laughter and love. The spinoff will 
continue to portray contemporary issues that are 
as relevant today as they were 30 years ago, ABC 
said in a statement.

 Goodman, Metcalf, Gilbert, Goranson and 
Fishman said in a joint statement: ``We have re-
ceived a tremendous amount of support from fans 
of our show, and it’s clear that these characters not 
only have a place in our hearts but in the hearts 
and homes of our audience.

 ``We all came back last season because we 
wanted to tell stories about the challenges facing 
a working-class family today. We are so happy to 
have the opportunity to return with the cast and 
crew to continue to share those stories through 
love and laughter.’’
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Southern California Orthopedic Institute complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of 
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No Drugs
High Tech!

NATURAL TREATMENTS
 • PAIN • HORMONE PROBLEMS

 • NIGHT SWEATS/HOT FLASHES

 • LOW LIBIDO • LOW ENERGY

 • STUBBORN BELLY FAT

 • SLEEP PROBLEMS • BRAIN FOG
 • CONSTIPATION • CONCENTRATION/MEMORY ISSUES

 • BLOATING/GAS • UPSET STOMACH/BURNING

“State of the art 
technology for treatments!”

www.acupunctureherbs.net

By appointment only.

Dr. Lucy M. Cooper, OMD, DAOM, LAc
Diplomate, Antiaging Medicine ACHM

lucycooperlac@hotmail.com

818.390.3951

Home Prices Surge 
Year-Over-Year

In Southland, Fueling a 
Statewide Record

The median price of a single-family home in Los Angeles County was up 
9.1 percent in May, compared to May 2017, reflecting a statewide gain 
that pushed California home prices to a record level, according to figures 

released by the California Association of Realtors.
 In Los Angeles County, the median price of a single-family home was 
$536,940 in May, up from $492,040 during the same month a year ago, 
according to CAR. The median price was up 1.6 percent from $528,540 in 
April.
 In Orange County, the median price saw a 5.4 percent year-over-year 
jump, going from $795,000 in May 2017 to $838,000 last month.
 The increases helped fuel a 9.2 percent jump in median home prices 
statewide, according to CAR. The statewide median was $600,860 in May, up 
from $550,230 in May 2017 and up 2.8 percent from $584,460 in April. The 
statewide median price broke the previous record of $594,530, which was set 
more than a decade ago during the housing boom.
 ``As we predicted, California’s statewide median home price broke the 
previous pre-recession peak set in May 2007 and hit another high as tight 
supply conditions continued to pour fuel on the price appreciation fire,’’ said 
CAR Senior Vice President and Chief Economist Leslie Appleton-Young. 
``With inventory starting to show signs of improvement, however, home price 
appreciation could decelerate in the second half of the year, especially since 
further rate increases are expected to hamper homebuyers’ affordability and 
limit how much they are willing to pay for their new home.’’
 While prices were on the rise, home sales showed a year-over-year decline, 
CAR reported.
 Home sales dipped 5.5 percent in Los Angeles County in May, compared to 
the same month last year, even though sales increased by 17.6 percent between 
April and May. In Orange County, sales were down 7.4 percent from May 
2017.
 Sales statewide dropped 4.6 percent from May 2017, and they were down 
1.8 percent from April.
 ``The softening in May home sales was due in part to the spike in interest 
rates in mid-April, when the 30-year fixed mortgage rate jumped 20 basis 
points in just one week to reach the highest level since 2014,’’ CAR President 
Steve White said. ``Homebuyers may have postponed escrow closings to wait 
out the effects of the rate surge. Additionally, the specter of rate increases 
earlier in the year may have pulled sales forward into the first quarter, which 
resulted in the subpar performance in the last couple of months.’’

LA Observed

Four Lion Kittens Found 
and Tagged in Simi Hills

By Kevin Roderick

The mountain lion study announced the discovery of a litter of four female kittens in the 
Simi Hills, the small range, north of the 101 freeway, that connects the isolated Santa 
Monicas with the Santa Susana Mountains. The four kittens were in the den of P-62, a 

previously collared female who was away from the cubs when the researchers moved in on 
June 11 to inspect, weigh and tag them.
 The new kittens — P-66, P-67, P-68 and P-69 — are the first litter to be tagged by 
researchers in the Simi Hills. It’s the 15th batch of kittens found overall during the study, 
which began in 2002.
 The location of the new den is on the property of Boeing’s Santa Susana Field 
Laboratory, the former rocket engine testing facility that remains a source of environmental 
hazards. The National Park Service study of Santa Monica Mountains pumas tracks lions 
in the Simi Hills too since they are the main habitat that lions use to reach and depart from 
the Santa Monicas, although that often requires a perilous crossing of the 101 freeway. 
Advocates are pushing for funding and construction of a wildlife corridor to bridge the 
freeway near Agoura Hills.
 P-62 herself was only first fitted with a radio collar in February, when she was captured 
with a 15-month-old male offspring, P-63. He has since dispersed from the mother. Those 
cats also were tagged on the Boeing property, the NPS says.



America and Israel: 
Jews Divided on

Most Issues
By Dennis Prager

Last month, on the MSNBC TV show “Morning Joe,” MSNBC contributor Donny 
Deutsch said that every American who votes for President Donald Trump is a Nazi. His 
exact words: “If you vote for Trump, then you, the voter — you, not Donald Trump — are 

standing at the border like Nazis going, ‘You here. You here.’”
 Now, as virtually every Jew of Deutsch’s generation knows, a Nazi saying, “You here. 
You here,” refers to guards at Nazi extermination camps sending Jews to gas chambers or to 
work the barracks.
 Also, Gen. Michael Hayden, a former director of the CIA (a fact that, among other 
things, gives credence to the increasingly widespread realization that our intelligence elites 
have been morally and intellectually compromised) tweeted a photo of the tracks leading into 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the most infamous Nazi extermination and concentration camps, with 
the caption “Other governments have separated mothers and children.”
 Deutsch, Hayden and the myriad other fools who compare Trump to Hitler and the 
Nazis have utterly trivialized the Holocaust. As everyone who isn’t on the left knows, there is 
nothing morally analogous between the way the last three presidential administrations dealt 
with some children of immigrants who are in the country illegally and what the Nazis did to 
Jewish children. 
 American children are routinely separated from their parent when that parent is 
arrested, and if the arrestee is a single parent, the child is taken into government custody until 
other arrangements can be made. With regard to immigrants who are in the country illegally, 
the only way to avoid separation is to place the children in detention along with their arrested 
parent(s). But this was expressly forbidden by the most left-wing court in America — the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals — if detention lasts longer than 20 days, as it nearly always does 
when either a not-guilty plea or an asylum claim is made.
 Moreover, as awful as separation from a parent is, these children were not treated like 
animals in cages but transferred to the care of relatives or foster homes, or housed with other 
detained children where they were provided with room, board, education, sports facilities, 
etc.
 By contrast, Jewish children separated from their parents by Nazi guards were sent to 
gas chambers to die a gruesome, painful death by their lungs being filled with poisonous gas. 
And their parents almost always eventually suffered the same fate unless they were worked, 
starved or tortured to death.
 Comparing the two is not only a trivialization of the Holocaust; it is actually a form of 
Holocaust denial. 
 If Jewish children were treated by the Nazis the same way Central American children 
have been by America, then everything we know about the Holocaust is false. Jewish 
children weren’t subjected to torturous medical experimentation, and they weren’t gassed 
and cremated. They were simply separated from their Jewish parents for a finite period of 
time, sent to stay with Jewish relatives or provided for by foster families while their parents 
were detained pending due-process legal proceedings. According to Donny Deutsch, Michael 
Hayden and all the leftists comparing America and Trump to the Nazis, Jewish children 
weren’t gassed; they played soccer while waiting to be reunited with their parents.
 What is even more depressing than Deutsch and Hayden is the reaction — or silence — 
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of most American Jewish organizations.
 The Anti-Defamation League, which once defended Jewish interests, is becoming just 
another leftist interest group. I looked for some condemnation of Deutsch or Hayden and found 
none. Instead, in the words of the Israeli (left-wing) newspaper Haaretz, the ADL “made a direct 
comparison to the Holocaust.” It tweeted: “Children separated from their parents during the 
Holocaust speak out about the trauma it has caused. How can anyone defend such inhumane 
policies?”
 The only criticism the ADL could muster was this: “People need to be extremely careful in 
drawing comparisons to the Holocaust and the Nazi regime in whatever context it is used.” But it 
offered no condemnation of those who actually made this odious comparison.
 Leftism has poisoned much of American Jewish life. That is the primary reason, as reported 
in the just-released American Jewish Committee poll, American and Israeli Jews are so divided on 
so many issues.
 There were rabbis who announced they fasted when Trump was elected. Non-Orthodox 
synagogues around America sat shiva (the religious mourning period for a deceased immediate 
family member) when Trump won. And the Hebrew Union College, the Reform Jewish 
movement’s rabbinical seminary, had an Israel-hating writer as this year’s graduation speaker. 
 If you support Trump or Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, or hold almost any 
traditional Jewish worldview — like G od creating the human being as male and female — you 
must either hide your opinion or risk being ostracized at almost any non-Orthodox synagogue.
 To their credit, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, the Zionist Organization of America and a few 
other organizations did condemn those who equate America under Trump with Nazi Germany. 
But most Jewish organizations kept quiet, offered tepid caution or actually echoed the sentiment.
 In other words, at this time many American Jewish organizations are bad for the Jews, bad 
for Judaism and trivialize the Holocaust in order to score political points.
 If it’s any comfort (and it isn’t), things are no better in mainstream Protestantism or at the 
Vatican.
 But here is real comfort: If the left keeps on smearing nearly half its fellow Americans as 
Nazis, it will assure more Republican victories this coming November.

(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
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Director, Application Services
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CNN Fake News Leader?
M edia declare Arab protests peaceful, despite Molotov cocktails, pipe bombs, mortars and arson.

 The hostility of many media toward Israel is so intense that they are willing to look violence in the eye 
in Gaza and call it peaceful.

 Such was the black-is-white description the media have been shoveling at us for the past few weeks until, 
seemingly, Arab violence became so pronounced and constant that the media could no longer deny it.
 Even in the face of mounting Arab use of Molotov cocktails, pipe bombs and arson kites against Israeli 
soldiers, CNN with no trace of shame claimed riots on the Gaza border were “mostly peaceful.” Over the last 
few weeks, the Arabs have raised the ante by launching missiles and mortars at Israeli civilians in villages many 
miles from the borders.
 Likewise, the motivation behind the riots: NPR and many other media tried to convince us that the Arabs 
were protesting either the Gaza blockade (only Israel’s role in it, not Egypt’s or the Palestinian Authority’s, 
apparently) or President Trump’s relocation of the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem.
 The only problem with those explanations was that the Arabs kept insisting The March of Return really 
was a march of return—an attempt to “repatriate” millions of Arabs into Israel by tearing down the fences and 
overrunning Israel’s border.
 Since the media (and Israel’s European “friends”) could no longer deny either the violent means or the 
nefarious goals of the riots, their tone changed. Now the media and the Europeans began demanding “restraint” 
and “proportionality” on Israel’s part.
 Now, presumably, if an Arab throws a pipe bomb, cuts through the border and runs toward an Israeli 
kibbutz waving a knife and yelling “Allhu Akbar,” Israel is supposed to arrest him—either before or after he 
kills an Israeli citizen.
 Or if Hamas terrorists shoot rockets at Israeli elementary schools and miss their target, Israel should 
launch missiles that likewise don’t hit any Hamas targets?
 If this absurdity were not grounded in journalistic and political policies more biased and unfair against the 
Jewish state than against any other nation on earth, it would be humorous. As it is, Israel’s treatment by the 
media and the Europeans is simply disgraceful—a travesty.
 The hand-wringing liberals in the media and Europe quickly joined Hamas in accusing Israel of child 
murder. However, a Gazan doctor soon clarified that the child had congenital heart disease, which was 
exacerbated by tear gas being used to quell the Arab rioters.
 Commentator Evelyn Gordon then neatly turns the story on its head, pointing out that even if the child had 
died solely from the tear gas—as the bleeding hearts had believed—Israel would have been blameless. Israel was 
only trying non-violently to control the rioters, as the liberals insists it should.
 The real question—which the Israel haters never asked—is, “what the heck was a baby doing on the front 
lines of a violent riot atop an international border?  

 -  FLAME  (Facts and Logic About the Middle East) 

More Fiction, Less Fact

American Press: Perpetrators
Worse than Fake News

By Dr. Shmuel Katz

Who would have believed that within certain communities, there could be more supporters of the radical Arab 
Palestinian agenda than supporters of the free, democratic and altruistic State of Israel. The relentless Arab 
Palestinian deceitful and well-organized propaganda, with the irrational support of many in the Western 

Media, may be a part of this transition.
 The Democratic Party in the USA used to be a staunch supporter of the just cause of the State of Israel, but a 
recent Pew Research Center report showed a dangerous shift in this attitude. Within the more radical liberal branch 
of the Democratic party, about 38% will be anti-Israeli while the supporters of Israel will be only about 26%. When 
you look at the overall numbers as they relate to the Democratic party, you find that about 31% will be anti-Israeli 
and only 33% will be pro-Israel. On the other hand, within the Republican party, about 74% will be pro-Israel. 
 If one wants to know what the intentions of the Radical Palestinians, Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran are, one should 
just listen to them. They are not bashful.
 Despite an absolute bipartisan support for moving the USA Embassy to the legitimate Capital City of Israel, 
Jerusalem, there were no Democratic members of Congress in attendance at the opening ceremony of the US 
Embassy in Jerusalem. 
 If one wants to know what the intentions of the Radical Palestinians, Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran are, one 
should just listen to them. They are not bashful, they will tell you that they are going to “play” the Mainstream 
Media and the Alternative Media, to carry their vicious propaganda. They are maligning the State of Israel, the 
USA and the Moderate Western Societies, while they promise to carry out their agenda to destroy the State of Israel 
within any borders, kill the Jews wherever they can find them, take over the free world as we know it and destroy 
all Infidels. 
 A new report just came out, in addition to many others which came out in the past, about the rampant misuse 
of the millions of dollars of funds given to UNRWA. Instead of educating the Palestinian children and giving them 
the tools to become useful citizens of society, much of the funds are invested in perpetuating the misery and the 
conflict which will guarantee the extension of the Arab-Israeli conflict and the hatred of the West, for generations 
to come.
 For some mysterious reason, many in the Media are ignoring the abuse of children, women and the disabled as 
human shields by the Arab Palestinian perpetrators of the mayhem on the Gaza Border. They will not mention the 
use by the Arab Palestinians, of Molotov Cocktails, fire bombs, fire arms, fire kites, stones, knives, etc. which were 
used to assault the Israeli civilians and military. The fact that Israel unilaterally left Gaza hoping for a peaceful 
resolution of the conflict and the fact that Israel offered multiple times to get into practical negotiations toward a 
peaceful resolution of the conflict, were totally ignored. 

     *  *  *

 The wishful thinking by some, that should the Radical Arab Palestinians prevail and the state of Israel be 
eliminated, the free world will be a better place, borders on insanity. Do we have to remind the free press, for 
example, what happens to journalists under Hamas in Gaza, under ISIS in Iraq, under Assad in Syria, under 
Erdogan in Turkey and under Chavez in Venezuela?  Do we have to remind the “open minded” people that 
thousands of innocent people died when the Twin Towers were destroyed in New York City, one of the most liberal 
locations in the USA? 
 The dangerous lack of relevant and truthful education of the masses, allows the perpetrators of malicious 
propaganda to achieve their goals. Many good people do not realize that they are being used and abused to 
the benefit of self-serving malicious, smooth talking, operatives. These operatives are experts in using the key 
undeniable appealing words, like: peace, justice, equality, tolerance, legality, human rights and freedom. At the 
same time, they will abuse the universally objectionable words like: apartheid, oppression, illegal occupation, 
torture and abuse, even if the true facts will not support the allegations. For them, Delegitimization, Demonization 
and Double Standards are acceptable means that can be used and abused to undermine the legitimacy of the State 
of Israel and that of many others in the free world.  
 It is high time for the free world to wake up and put on a serious fight for a better future for all.

U.S. Leaves
U.N. Council

Last month, the United States announced its decision to 
withdraw from the U.N. Human Rights Council (UNHRC).
 For decades, the UNHRC has distorted its mission of 

protecting human rights around the globe by its consistent and 
extreme hostility toward Israel.
 While serious human rights crises grip the Middle East and 
beyond, the UNHRC has devoted an inordinate amount of time 
criticizing Israel, the region’s only genuine democracy.
 Unfortunately, America’s bipartisan attempts to reform the 
Council have proven unsuccessful.
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Is California Too Much of a Good Thing?
By Wesley Pruden

C utting Texas down to size is always a good thing to do, and if we have to carve up California 
to do it, well, that’s life.
 The current popular notion in California would divide the Golden State into three 

new states, something that could be no longer be called Golden but perhaps Plastic, Pewter and 
Brass.
 This is all very fanciful, as many things are in California, but Californians will vote in 
November whether to split in three. Some Californians, first among them Tim Draper, a 
billionaire high-tech venture capitalist who paid to put the referendum on the ballot, thinks it’s 
a bully idea.
 If the referendum passes, unlikely as that may be, it likely would come to naught, anyway. 
But it gives Californians something to talk about this summer at pool side.
 There’s precedent for it, sort of. West Virginia was carved out of Virginia when the 
northwestern counties didn’t want to go to war against the union in 1861, and President 
Lincoln, always eager to cut corners, obliged. The new state of West Virginia did, however, 
contribute native son Stonewall Jackson to the Confederacy, and the rebels rarely lost a battle 
until he was shot by ghastly mistake by one of his pickets at Chancellorsville.
 By the terms of the referendum, there would be a state in Northern California, with San 
Francisco as the capital, (the Plastic State, some might say); a state down south with a capital 
in Los Angeles (the Brass State) and a state encompassing the rich and fertile San Joaquin 
Valley, which would be colloquially known as the Pewter State, for its rustic rural lights, with 
the capital in untypical San Diego.
 This would divide California’s 55 electoral votes, and splitting up the state makes some 
Republican eyes light up with anticipation. George Bush the Elder was the last Republican 
president to win those 55 votes. But Ryan Byrne, an analyst at Ballotpedia who crunched a lot 
of data, says not so fast. The three new states with congressional districts as established by the 
2010 U.S. Census would have earned 59 electoral votes, not 55.
 All three [new states] would have voted for Democratic presidential candidates the past 
three presidential elections. Southern California (San Diego) has been much more competitive.
 Current data suggests that the number of registered Democrats would outnumber 
registered Republicans in all three new states, but only by 200,000 votes in Southern California. 
Barack Obama would have carried all three of the new states, but Southern California by only 
six-tenths of a percentage point.

 The carve-up would just about guarantee four new Democratic senators and maybe six 
instead of the current two.
 However, some Democrats are leery of splitting up the 55 votes that make California 
the elephant in the room. This would make Texas what it already thinks it is, the biggest and 
most important state by the numbers. Texans are still feeling hurt that Alaska replaced it as 
the biggest-sized state.
 The idea of altering California is something of a pipe dream, but with a billionaire 
willing to throw so much money at a dream, others have to take it semi-seriously. Congress 
might not agree, and neither might the courts. This is all uncharted country, and who knows 
where the trails might lead, probably to unexpected places.
 Texas, which was once the Republic of Texas, claims that under the terms of its admission 
to the union in 1846, it can if it ever wishes divide itself not into three, but five. California was 
once a republic, too, and there’s also a movement afoot to secede. The South tried that once, 
taking 11 states into the Confederacy, and even with G od, the gallant Robert E. Lee and the 
fierce Stonewall Jackson on its side, never was quite able defend its independence.
 Could a modern president — Pocahontas, Kamala Harris, Joe Biden, or even Maxine 
Waters, the queen of the impeachment movement — summon the courage and wit to send 
an expeditionary army to put down the attempt to re-establish the California Republic? 
Lincoln put down what he called an insurrection, and all he got for it was an assassin’s 
bullet, a big-box memorial and his picture on a dollar bill.
 If the California carve-up succeeds, would Florida, the third largest state by population, 
be far behind? North and South Florida are dramatically different by culture and tradition. 
Some New Yorkers imagine they deserve to be a city state. Tennessee is already divided by 
custom and tradition into West Tennessee (Memphis), Middle Tennessee (Nashville) and 
East Tennessee (Knoxville), so why not make it official? We might one day have more stars 
on the flag than there are in either heaven or on Alabama, which would require erasing the 
stripes to make room.
 Another Civil War without all that trouble might be on the way, anyway.

 (Jewish World Review contributor Wesley Pruden is editor emeritus of The Washington 
Times.)

4th of July Spectacular
 Shepherd Church is proud to celebrate America with their community by presenting 
the 20th Anniversary of the 4th of July Spectacular! Join them at the Porter Ranch 
Campus for this free, fun, family-friendly event featuring a 21-minute fireworks 
finale after sundown, kids’ fun zone, Americana entertainment and parades, flyovers, 
patriotic skydivers and food trucks.  Gates open at 4:30 pm.  For more information, visit 
theshepherd.org or call (818) 831 9333 ext 2139.

County Pool Schedules
 Many Los Angeles county swimming pools open for 12 weeks and three lake swim 
beaches to open seven days a week. Swimming lessons will also be offered, to provide water 
safety for children and peace-of-mind for parents. For more information about county 
pool schedules and locations, please visit parks.lacounty.gov, or call 626-588-5372.

 County-operated lake swim beaches will be open from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. seven days a 
week effective July 1 through Sept. 3. Lake swim beaches are available at Castaic Lake, 
Santa Clarita Valley, Frank G. Bonelli Regional Park in San Dimas, and Santa Fe Dam in 
Irwindale.   

   Shepherd Sports Summer Camps: 
 July 9-13 - The “Professor” Skills Basketball Camp - This street ball legend takes ball 
handling to a new level. Coed, Ages 8-16

 July 16-20 - Volleyball Camp  - We build up players to enjoy the game and help grasp 
the fundamentals of Volleyball. Coed, Ages 8-14

 July 23-27 - Holiday Basketball Camp - The Holiday Family and guests will be on 
hand to ensure great teaching and deliver an unforgettable week. Coed, Ages 5-16

 July 31 - Aug 3 - Surf Camp - Learn how to surf, boogie board and have tons of fun. 
Coed, Ages 8 to 88.

 For more details and to register, please visit our website at ShepherdSports.org

Square Dance Club
  The Farmers & Charmers Square Dance Club is offering $6 Line Dance instruction 

for an hour each Sunday 6:30 to 7:30 pm at the Wilkinson Center, 8956 Vanalden Ave. 
in Northridge, from now through August 26th. For further information: Terry Parks 
818-996-0974 or farmers-charmers@flash.net

Free Paper Shredding
 The First Presbyterian Church of Granada Hills is hosting a free paper shredding 
event Saturday, July 14, 9 am – Noon at 10040 Zelzah Avenue in Northridge. Simply 
bring as much paper as you would like to the Church parking lot to have it shredded. 
For more information contact Serena Griffith at (818) 644-9138.

Travel Journal
 In this all-ages workshop led by artist Debra Disman, you will be able to make your 
very own travel journal on Saturday, July 14 from 1-3 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

Valley Ragtime Stomp
 The next meeting of The Valley Ragtime Stomp, a free monthly concert in Canoga 
Park, is from 2-5:00 pm on Saturday, July 14, at 21601 Sherman Way in Canoga Park.  
For further information call or text Ron at 818-439-9048 or email him at ragtimron@
gmail.com

 Hawaiian Bunco Blast
 The Granada Hills Woman’s Club presents Hawaiian Bunco Blast II on Friday, 
July 27, 10:00 am at 10666 White Oak Avenue.  This Bunco Blast is Hawaiian themed 
and will include a luncheon. For more information, contact Yolanda Petroski at 
retired_1@verizon.net.

Violin and Cello Concert
 Violinist Judith Aller and cellist Manon Robertshaw will perform beautiful music 
by classical composer Claude Debussy on Saturday, July 21, 4 PM at Granada Hills 
Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

Face Painting Event

 Free face painting or temporary tattoos for ages 4-18 on Thursday, July 26, 3:30 
PM at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

STEAM: Green Screen
 Learn about green screen technology and pose in front of different backgrounds 
in this fun workshop on Tuesday, July 31 and Tuesday, August 7, 3:30 PM at Granada 
Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue,  (818) 368-5687.  For ages 8 and up.  Sign-
ups required, please call or visit Granada Hills Library to sign up.

Boys and Girls Club
 Registration is open now through August 3 for the Boys and Girls Club of the 
West Valley Summer Camp. The camp provides fun, safe activities for boys and girls 
including sports and recreation, arts and crafts, photography, drama, dance, field 
trips and more. For more information, contact the Club at (818) 610-1054 or visit their 
website at www.wvbgc.org
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CityWatch

There’s Serious Talk of a 
Sepulveda Pass Rail Line

By Kenneth S. Alpern

The goal of a north-south rail line between the San Fernando Valley and the Westside, 
and by extension to LAX, has been the “holy grail” of the countywide rail expansion for 
decades.

 Mobility enhancement by rail through this pass is very much called for, but so very far 
away from the core of LA County, and with by far more questions than answers. 
 Well, there are still more questions than answers, but now that Friends 4Expo Transit, 
Friends of the Green Line, The Transit Coalition, Caltrans, Metro, and a host of transit/
transportation advocacy groups have gotten us to this modern day, this once-and-future rail 
project is now a very real “thing” for us to all consider. 
 And let’s consider what not so long ago used to be “this will NEVER happen” or “there’s 
NO money”: 
 1) A full HOV/carpool lane on the 405 freeway, complete with offramp/freeway 
improvements, and adjacent street improvements, from LAX to the 101 freeway. 
 2) An expensive and involved upgrade of the 405/101 interchange. 
 3) A full Expo Light Rail Line to the beach (or pretty darned close to it). 
 4) A Wilshire Subway that will sooner or later reach the West Los Angeles VA Medical 
Center. 
 5) A Green/Crenshaw Light Rail Line that connects with a LAX People Mover to 
connect the region and system to LAX. 
 6) A Downtown Connector to tie the Downtown rail lines together. 
 7) A Foothill Gold Line with the very real likelihood of reaching the eastern edge of LA 
County, and then poking into San Bernardino County and Ontario Airport. 
 8) A host of light rail lines to connect the eastern half of LA County and perhaps Orange 
County) to the countywide rail system. 

    *  *  *
 Will there be zealots and morons who presume the push for rail means that commuters 
will give up their cars, and who will wage war on the taxpayer/voter who has taxed him/
herself repeatedly to pay for this?  
 Yes, but that’s another battle, or war, for another day (and there is no shortage of transit 
and transportation advocates who’ve fought for mobility for both transportation and proper 
zoning and planning).  
 And the state’s voters did pass Proposition 69 by a whopping 81% to ensure 
transportation revenue go to...transportation! 
 Good transportation and good planning are not mutually exclusive! 
 And with that in mind, Metro is now throwing out a series of long-called-for forums 
that voters have clamored for years, if not decades: which concepts should be prioritized for 
a rail line that connects the San Fernando Valley to the Westside, and by extension to LAX! 
 Because -- just as four light rail lines approaching Downtown needed to be connected 
with the Downtown Light Rail Connector -- the east-west Wilshire, Expo, and Green Lines 
will need to be connected and tied up in a tidy bow to create a smart, reasonable, and 
convenient NETWORK. 
 Like our freeways, our rail lines need a NETWORK to make sense. 
 And just as our east-west rail lines needed a beach to Downtown to Pasadena to the San 
Gabriel Valley/Eastside (anyone remember the OTTER -- or Ocean To The Eastern Regions 
-- concept that a few of us threw out a few years ago?), we need a north-south rail connection 
to match all the east-west connections being built. 
 But the BIG questions still remain, as the Metro concepts are finally getting thrown out 
there for us to all ponder and vet: 
 - Does the first part of this project go from the San Fernando Valley to the Wilshire 
Subway or to the Expo Line? 
 - How far north does the first part of this project go into the Valley--at the Orange Line 
Busway (which itself is probably on its way to becoming an east-west light rail line now that 
Valley politicians finally dumped the stupid Robbins Bill that forced the Valley into getting 
a Busway while the rest of the county got rail lines), or north up to Metrolink?  
 - The 405 freeway corridor becomes somewhat bifurcated at the Expo Line and 10 
freeway--and it’s a different world west of the 405 than it is east of that freeway. Does the 
line split at the Wilshire Subway or at the Expo Line? 
 - What about the Getty Center and Sunset Blvd...do they get a stop? 
 - Will this be underground, or above ground?  (I’m guessing the former, and have long 
felt that the ONLY way we can get a rail line capable of carrying hundreds of thousands of 
commuters a day will, like the Wilshire Subway/Purple Line, have to be underground) 
 - What about adding a freeway component, and/or Elon Musk’s idea? 
 - South of the Expo Line and the 10 freeway, where would the line be located en route 
to LAX?  Sepulveda Blvd.? Lincoln Blvd.? Both? 
  (Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D. is a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los Angeles, 
Orange, and Riverside Counties. The views expressed in this article are solely those of Dr. 
Alpern.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams. 

 

Discrimination Against 
the High-Achieving in 

Name of ‘Diversity’
By Michelle Malkin

“I also have a dream.”
 This rallying cry, handwritten on a simple white placard held up by an Asian-American 
mom at a protest last month against liberal New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan to 

radically transform New York City’s public schools, says it all. A new civil rights struggle in 
education has exploded — yet the national media and the usual celebrity voices for equality 
and justice are nowhere to be found.
 While student “Dreamers” here illegally from south of the border garner bleeding-
heart front-page stories and nightly news dispatches, the high-achieving sons and daughters 
of legal immigrants from Asia are getting shafted by far-left Democrats.
 And it’s all in the perverted name of “diversity.”
 De Blasio is hell-bent on destroying equal opportunity and merit-based admissions 
because the results are not equally distributed according to his social-engineering agenda. 
The Big Apple’s famed specialized schools, such as the Bronx High School of Science, 
Brooklyn Technical High School and High School for Math, Science and Engineering at 
City College, require an academic entrance exam. It’s a highly competitive process in which 
tens of thousands of students vie for a total of about 5,000 slots.
 So what’s the problem? According to the extremists, too many Asian-Americans have 
aced the test and are “overrepresented.” It’s not enough for the social justice crowd to settle 
for a 20 percent minority set-aside. They want to scrap the test altogether. A bill to eliminate 
the exams passed the state assembly education committee. Though it may die this year, the 
toxic principles underlying the legislation have infected the left for decades.
 Dullard de Blasio falsely argues that white privilege and class privilege are to blame 
for the lack of black and Latino student representation at the elite schools. The two groups 
account for 67 percent of public school students but only made up 10 percent of elite school 
admissions offers last year. By contrast, Asian-Americans, who make up 16 percent of public 
school students, received 52 percent of offers in the past year.
 So are Asian-Americans classified as “white” now? And how does de Blasio get 
away with the lie that these best and brightest Asian-American students are economically 
privileged?
 Fact: The city’s own poverty assessment shows that Asians are the poorest demographic 
group, with 24.1 percent living at or below poverty — vs. 19.5 percent citywide. The New 
York Post reports that overall, 45 percent of students at the “elite eight” schools qualify for 
free lunch.
 As I’ve observed for years, liberal race-fixers believe that “too many” Asian-American 
students winning school admissions on their own merits is a bad, bad thing. In our case, 
overcoming the supposed encumbrances of ethnicity and skin color is viewed not as a proud 
accomplishment but as a political liability.
 This is classic crab-in-the-bucket syndrome. If you put a single crab in an uncovered 
bucket, it will find a way to climb up and out on its own. But if you put a dozen crabs in 
a bucket, eleven will fight with all their might to pull down the independent striver who 
attempts to escape. And so it is with the identity politics mob and the equality of outcome 
cult. They can’t stand high achievers and freethinkers who escape their iron grip.
 A sad irony of the battle over racial preferences in education is that many of the very 
leaders who have lobbied hardest to re-jigger the numbers on college campuses to fit a 
politically correct, proportional ideal are supposedly “progressive” Asian-Americans.
 I personally endured attacks from many of them who labeled me and other conservative 
minority leaders “sellouts” for opposing government-imposed diversity policies that 
sabotaged color-blindness and punished academic excellence.
 Tell me again who the real sellouts are? © 2018 Creators Syndicate
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