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I am the Nation.

I

was born on July 4, 1776. And the Declaration of Independence
is my birth certificate. The bloodlines of the world run in my
veins, because I offered freedom to the oppressed. I am many
things, and many people. I AM THE NATION!
I am 330 million living souls – and the spirit of millions who
have lived and died for me.
I am Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. I stood at Lexington and
fired the shot heard around the world. I am Washington, Jefferson,
and Patrick Henry. I am John Paul Jones and Davy Crockett. I am
Lee and Grant and Abe Lincoln.
I remember the Alamo, the Maine, Pearl Harbor and the Twin
Towers. When freedom called I answered and stayed until it was
over, over there. I left my heroic dead in Flanders Field, on the rock
of Corregidor, on the bleak slopes of Korea, the steaming jungle of
Vietnam, and the hot sweltering deserts of Iraq and Afghanistan.
I am the Brooklyn Bridge, the wheat lands of Kansas, the
fertile lands of the West and the sweet syrups of Vermont. I am the
coalfields of West Virginia, the oil wells of Texas, the Golden Gate
and the Grand Canyon. I am Independence Hall, the Monitor the
Merrimac.
I am big. I sprawl from the Atlantic to the Pacific…my arms
reach out to embrace Alaska and Hawaii …three million miles
throbbing with industry and technology. I am more than 2.2 million
farms. I am forest, field, mountain and desert. I am quiet villages,
residential communities – and cities that never sleep.
You can look at me and see Ben Franklin walking down the
streets of Philadelphia with his loaf of bread under his arm. You can
see Betsy Ross with her needle. You can see the lights of Christmas
and Chanukah, and other religions, as the calendar turns.
I am Babe Ruth and Fernando Valenzuela and the World Series.
I am 100,000 public schools, 5,300 colleges and universities. Over
100,000 places where my people worship G-d as they think best.

I am a ballot dropped in a box, the roar of a crowd in our many
stadiums, and the voice of a choir. I am an editorial or a news story
in the Valley Voice, and a letter, email or text to a Congressman.
I am Eli Whitney and Stephen Foster. I am Tom Edison,
Albert Einstein and Billy Graham. I am Will Rogers, the Wright
Brothers, and Neil Armstrong, John Glenn, Alan Shepard and
Gus Grissom. I am George Washington Carver, Jonas Salk, and
Martin Luther King and Cesar Chavez.
I am Thomas Paine, Longfellow, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and
Walt Whitman.
I am a pen, mightier than the sword, and stand for liberty and
freedom of the press.
I am the Statute of Liberty and have watched over the New
York Harbor since 1886, greeting our immigrants, and on my base
is inserted the date of the American Declaration of Independence
of July 4, 1776. Yes, I am the symbol of liberty, part of my name,
lighting the world. Inscribed on a bronze tablet, inside the pedestal,
is my greeting to those passing by:
"Give me your tired and poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send
these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me. I lift my lamp inside the
golden door."
Yes, I am the nation, and these are the things that I am. I was
conceived in freedom and G-d willing, in freedom, I will spend the
rest of my days.
May I possess always the integrity, the courage and the
strength to keep myself unshackled, to remain a citadel of
freedom. Let our Stars and Stripes be a beacon of hope to our
great nation, and the world.
This is my wish, my goal, my prayer in this year of 2019, two
hundred forty three years after I was born.

TOUR 20 SPECTACULAR MODELS
Discover panoramic views,
top-rated schools, gated entries, & the future
50-acre Porter Ranch Community Park.

Priced from the $800,000s
Visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com
or call 888.763.8177

Open daily from 11 am–6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change
without notice. Brokers welcome. Photos are images only and should not be relied
upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
DRE License No. 01206770.

Welcome to The Vineyards
Whole Foods Market, Nordstrom Rack, ULTA
Beauty and Peet's Coffee are now open!

Visit TheVineyards.com for store details and new announcements
@TheVineyardsLA on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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More Stores Set to
Open at
“The Vineyards”
T

he initial wave of stores at The Vineyards—Whole Foods
Market, Nordstrom Rack, Ulta Beauty, and Peet’s Coffee—
are now open.
“After much anticipation, the community is now enjoying this
exciting new shopping and dining experience here in Porter Ranch,”
said John Love, Vice President for Shapell Properties Inc. “We are
pleased to bring these stores to the community and look forward to
making new store announcements in the weeks to come.”
Other upcoming store openings include AMC Porter Ranch
9 Theatre, Gus’s BBQ, The Vineyards Nail Spa, Lure Fish
House, HSBC, and Patxi’s Pizza. For updates to the complete
list of confirmed establishments, announcements about store
openings and special events, visit TheVineyards.com and follow @
TheVineyardsLA on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
The Vineyards is a mixed-use development at the intersection
of Rinaldi Street and Porter Ranch Drive, with architecture and
landscaping inspired by the ranching history of the area, and the
elegance of California’s wine growing regions.
The project revolves around pedestrian amenities and treelined gathering spaces, with a variety of restaurants with outdoor
dining areas, community event spaces and entertainment options.
In addition to the shopping and dining destination, the
Vineyards includes a recently completed three-story KaiserPermanente medical office building scheduled to open this
summer, a planned 100-room Hampton Inn & Suites hotel set to
open in 2020 and a 266-unit luxury apartment community that is
under construction and slated to open in 2020.
Other highlights of The Vineyards include sustainable
features such as rooftop solar arrays, LED lighting, electric vehicle
charging, and a rainwater capture system with large underground
cisterns, which can hold more than four months of irrigation water.
The project recently received LEED Gold certification on
the first completed building, a medical office space for Kaiser
Permanente. The project’s developer, Shapell Liberty Investment
Properties, is in the process of seeking LEED Silver certification
for the shopping center buildings and SITES certification for
its sustainable landscape design, a rarely achieved standard for
developments of this scale.
And to be true to its name, Shapell Liberty is installing actual
working vineyards throughout the project.
For leasing inquiries, please contact Bryan Norcott at (213)
298-3595 or brian.norcott@ngkf.com, or David Bradley at (323)
648-4282 or dbradley@shapell.com.

Great American Stories Never Told

R

California in $11
Million Settlement
With AutoZone

C

alifornia Attorney General Xavier Becerra has announced
an $11 million settlement with AutoZone Inc. over allegations
that the retailer violated state laws governing hazardous
waste, hazardous materials and confidential consumer information.
The lawsuit -- filed against the 600-store auto parts chain by the
Attorney General’s Office, the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office
and the district attorneys of 10 California counties, including San
Diego and Riverside -- stemmed from 56 inspections of trash bins at
49 AutoZone facilities between August 2013 and September 2015.
Those inspections ``found numerous instances of unlawful
disposal of hazardous waste including batteries, aerosol cans,
electronic devices, and hundreds of discarded bottles and other
receptacles containing automotive fluids and other regulated
hazardous waste,’’ according to a statement released by Becerra’s
office, which said the investigation ``revealed that AutoZone
allowed its customers to deposit hazardous automotive fluids and
other waste items into regular trash containers in AutoZone stores’
parking lots throughout California.’’
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By Michael Reagan
ecently, I traveled to central Illinois to speak at there is a cemetery filled with thousands of American
a memorial service at Eureka College, my dad’s soldiers on the coast of France.
I also don’t ever want to talk to another young
alma mater, on the 15th anniversary of his death.
As I flew halfway across the country and talked to American standing where the Berlin Wall once was and
many of the good people in the heart of America, it struck have him tell me that the United States put up the wall to
keep the Communists out of their sector.
me how testy or peeved off everyone is about politics.
It’s not just the history of World War II and the Cold
It seems like everyone’s got a chip on their shoulder.
You can’t just sit down at a table or a bar and War that young people aren’t being properly taught about,
have a simple conversation with a friend or a stranger though.
The success stories of many famous Americans are
because you’re afraid of what might happen if you say
rarely celebrated for what they say about the values of our
the wrong thing.
If you say you’re a Democrat, some Republican country and the opportunities that are open to everyone
rich or poor.
gets mad at you.
For example, when I spoke at the memorial for my
If you say you’re a Republican who doesn’t think
Trump should be jailed immediately, someone else gets father at Eureka College, I said - as my father often pointed
out - that he was proof that in America anyone can rise to
mad at you.
It’s always a shame when Americans become so the top.
He didn’t go to Harvard, Yale or Stanford. He went
divided by partisan politics that they can’t find anything
uplifting or positive to say about their great country, but to Eureka, a postage-stamp of a Christian college near
Peoria, on a poor boy’s scholarship because his family had
it was especially disappointing to me.
This was a time when all Americans should have no money.
Yet Ronald Reagan rose to be president of the U.S been united in celebrating two of our historic victories
in World War II and the brave young soldiers and and lots of graduates from elite schools like Harvard, Yale
and Stanford had to look to the poor kid from Eureka
sailors who made them possible.
Instead of bickering over partisan politics, we all College for affirmation.
My father’s life showed that if you put your nose to the
should have been celebrating the Battle of Midway,
the decisive naval battle we won against the Japanese grindstone, anything is possible in America.
His success - like that of millions of other Americans
between June 4 and June 7, 1942, that turned the tide
- was proof of the basic greatness and goodness of our
of the war in the Pacific.
We also should have been celebrating - as President country.
Along with D-Day and Midway, his life was one of the
Trump did on his trip to France - the heroism of the
Greatest Generation on D-Day, June 6, 1944, when our many uplifting American life stories we could have been
troops stormed the beaches at Normandy and turned celebrating on TV.
Instead, what we saw was mostly a lot of arguing about
the tide of war in Europe.
America had thousands of great heroes in the Pacific whether to impeach the president or put him in prison.
and in Europe during World War II, but we’ve done a
terrible job of celebrating success stories like D-Day.
(Michael Reagan is the son of President Ronald
We’ve also done a lousy job of teaching our kids the Reagan, a political consultant, and the author of “The
extraordinary things we did to defeat the twin evils of New Reagan Revolution” (St. Martin’s Press). He is the
fascism and communism.
founder of the email service reagan.com and president of
I don’t ever want to run into another 28-year-old The Reagan Legacy Foundation.)
- Jewish World Review
American man - as I once did - who didn’t know why
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Please Don’t Shut Up, AOC
By David Limbaugh

C

ongresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez may
seem harmless, but she’s a virtue signaler on
steroids and a nonstop headline-manufacturing
machine.
The left adores her, and for conservatives she’s a
gift that keeps on giving —because she is either too
naive or arrogant to rein herself in. Don’t listen to
those who advise not to be roped into her spotlightseeking trap. Give her all the attention she craves —
and more rope.
AOC conspicuously put her foot in her mouth
again, but she clearly likes the taste of it because
she refuses to remove it. “This administration has
established concentration camps on the southern
border of the United States for immigrants, where they
are being brutalized with dehumanizing conditions
and dying,” she tweeted. “This is not hyperbole. It is
the conclusion of expert analysis.” What?
On Instagram she said: “The United States
is running concentration camps on the southern
border. And that is exactly what they are. They are
concentration camps. And if that doesn’t bother you,
I don’t — I like — we can have — OK, whatever. I
wanna talk to people that are concerned enough
with humanity to say that ... ‘Never Again’ means
something. And that the fact that concentration camps
are now an institutionalized practice in the home of
the free is extraordinarily disturbing. And we need
to do something about it. ... This is not even about
a crisis for — this is not just about the immigrant
communities being held in concentration camps being
a crisis. This is a crisis for ourselves. This is a crisis on
if America will remain America ... or if we are losing to
an authoritarian and fascist presidency.”
AOC immediately came under fire. On Twitter,
Rep. Liz Cheney told her that she demeaned the
memory of the 6 million Jews who were exterminated
in the Holocaust and disgraces herself with her
remarks.
		
*		 *		 *

He said, “there is so much oversight in these facilities.
... I feel very satisfied that if you go to these facilities,
whether it’s a Border Patrol facility, an HHS facility
or an ICE facility, that there will be safe and adequate
conditions to detain individuals.”
If you think AOC is merely some innocent ignoramus
in a powerful position, think again. She intentionally and
maliciously misrepresents the facts. She knows these
immigrants are not being brutalized and dying, and
that the authorities are doing the best they can, being
understaffed and underfunded — because demagogues
like her refuse to acknowledge the crisis and address it.
As Rep. Crenshaw told her, “If you’re worried about
conditions at the border, why don’t you do something
about it & support @RepMikeRogersAL’s bill securing
billions in humanitarian aid?”
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy called
on AOC to apologize “not only to the nation but to the
world,” but instead she doubled down. “DHS ripped
1000s of children from their parents & put them in
cages w inhumane conditions,” she tweeted. “I will never
apologize for calling these camps what they are. If that
makes you uncomfortable, fight the camps — not the
nomenclature.”

Rising Health
Deductibles Add to
Financial “Ills”

		
*		 *		 *
AOC’s colleague, the reliably obnoxious House
Judiciary Chairman, Jerrold Nadler, undercut her
lame denial that she invoked the Holocaust. “One of
the lessons from the Holocaust is ‘Never Again’ — not
only to mass murder, but also to the dehumanization
of people, violations of basic rights, and assaults on our
common morality.”
It’s no secret that today’s leftist extremists are no
friend of the Jews, but where are the famous liberal factcheckers — the watchdogs so dedicated to truth? Let
them explain to AOC that migrants detained for breaking
the law are not being placed in concentration camps. If
she persists, she also condemns former President Obama
for the same sin.
But here’s the good news. AOC is unteachable,
because she is unwilling to be taught. Full of hubris, she
already knows everything and is the champion of every
leftist cause. She leads with her unbridled emotions,
happily ignorant of the facts. House Majority Leader
Nancy Pelosi would love to corral her but would not
dare even hint at that, shrewdly recognizing the mob
attraction AOC enjoys with the Party’s shrieking base.
Pelosi knows better than to chastise AOC and so ducked
the question when asked why AOC never shuts up.
Well, I’m with Pelosi, for different reasons. Please
don’t shut up, AOC. We appreciate your drawing a sharp
contrast every day between the noxious views of your
party, which now dutifully embodies your extremism,
and those representing responsible governance. Thank
you for liberally exercising your First Amendment
freedoms.

AOC took umbrage, tweeting: “And for the
shrieking Republicans who don’t know the difference:
concentration camps are not the same as death camps.
Concentration camps are considered by experts as
‘the mass detention of civilians without trial.’ And
that’s exactly what this administration is doing.”
AOC’s shameless denial that she was referring to
Nazi concentration camps was disingenuous in view
of her Instagram reference to “Never Again,” which is
singularly associated with the Holocaust.
Rep. Dan Crenshaw tweeted back to her: “in
concentration camps, people are unjustly sought out
and confined. This isn’t what is happening at the
border. Migrants are illegally crossing our border.
Most are asylum seekers, thus pending trial, so your
expert definition doesn’t apply. ... Your comments
reveal total disregard for our sovereignty & a deep
ignorance that belittles the horrors of the Holocaust.”
(David Limbaugh is a writer, author and attorney.
Acting Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Director Mark Morgan called AOC’s comments His latest book is “Jesus Is Risen: Paul and the Early
“completely
inappropriate,”
“reckless,” Church.”)
- Creators Syndicate
“irresponsible,” “misinformed” and “flat-out wrong.” 				

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter
s health insurance deductible prices continue to rise, more
and more businesses and middle-class families are facing
bankruptcies and financial difficulties.
This affordability crisis is due to the soaring annual
deductibles in job-based health plans that have nearly
quadrupled to more than $1300 for the last dozen years,
according to the Los Angeles Times.
One in six insured Americans, through their jobs, said
they had made “difficult sacrifices” in order to pay for their
healthcare this past year, while one in five depleted their
savings on health care costs and medical bills, according to
a nationwide poll conducted by the Los Angeles Times and
nonprofit organization Kaiser Family Foundation.
The two groups teamed up to interview 1,407 respondents
between the ages of 18 and 64 with employer-sponsored health
insurance. The survey was administered online and via phone
calls from Sept. 25 through Oct. 9, 2018, both in English and
Spanish, according to the Los Angeles Times.
Los Angeles Times health care reporter Noam Levey
spoke about his motivation for examining the steep increase in
health insurance deductibles over the last decade and its effect
in an interview with the National Public Radio.
“We’ve spent so much time fighting about Obamacare
over the last 10 years and talking about the uninsured that I
think we lost sight of this quiet revolution that’s happened with
health coverage for the tens of millions of Americans who have
coverage through an employer,” Levey said in the interview
with NPR. “These are the people who’ve seen deductibles rise
astronomically — rising four times in the last dozen years from
about $350 on average to $1,350 on average… Needless to say,
many, many Americans can’t afford those kinds of bills.”

A

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter
here’s good news and bad news today for Southland air
travelers.
The good news: Hollywood Burbank Airport was named
the best airport in the country in an inaugural ranking by
Fodor’s Travel Guide. The bad news: Los Angeles International
Airport was ranked worst in the world.
``Burbank is an airport free of most of the hassles that take
the fun out of travel plans,’’ according to the guide. ``It’s an
agreeable airport in a perfect location, which is why it’s at the
top of our list of airports to love.’’
The guide hailed the airport for affordable parking, easy
shuttle access, navigable terminals and walking-distance
Metrolink station -- as well as the ``great food.’’
In contrast, LAX was demonized by the publication
primarily for the lack of easy access, forcing travelers ``to
endure the purgatorial nightmare of traffic that leads to and
from each of LAX’s nine terminals -- as many terminals as
Dante’s hell has circles.’’
``Thanks to the improbably stupid design of its catastrophic
horseshoe motor-loop, it regularly requires 30 minutes to travel
the short mile from the outskirts of the airport to most of its
terminals. And because Los Angeles was built as a city beholden
to the automobile, there is no other way to arrive or depart
from this maddening complex of suffering but through the
interminable traffic.’’
The publication notes that help is on the way, thanks to
the much-anticipated people-mover that will ultimately shuttle
passengers via train through the terminal area and connect to
local rail.
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
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Travel Guide:
Burbank is Nation’s
Best Airport; LAX is
World’s Worst

Valley Voice Report:

Locals Share
Opinions On
Homelessness Crisis

H

Homelessness Spikes Up
12 Percent in L.A. County
  Valley Voice Special Report

H

omelessness in Los Angeles County spiked by 12%
over the past year to reach an estimated 58,936 people,
according to figures released, with the region’s housing
costs outpacing wages and forcing people onto the streets
faster than authorities can find them shelter.
According to data released by the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority, nearly three-quarters of homeless people
are living in cars, tents, makeshift shelters or on the streets
without any apparent cover from the elements.
``We have the largest unsheltered population in the
nation and one of the largest homeless counts across
America. Only New York has more people experiencing
homelessness on any given night,’’ according to LAHSA
Executive Director Peter Lynn.
The city of Los Angeles saw a 16% increase in its
homelessness numbers.
County Supervisor Janice Hahn, who chairs the board,
said she anticipated the rise given the increasing number
of homeless encampments but called the outcome ``very
disappointing, very troubling, very sad,’’ particularly after a
4% drop in the numbers last year.
Though the number of chronically homeless individuals
increased by 17%, demographers and statisticians responsible
for the count said they believe the real issue is the influx of
newly homeless people.
Phil Ansell, who runs the county’s Homeless Initiative,
said it may seem counterintuitive, but ``a booming economy
can actually lead to an increase in homelessness.’’
He said that in a growing economy, rental rates have
outpaced wages, particularly for people living at the margins
and earning minimum wage. A minimum-wage employee
would have to work 79 hours a week at $13.25 per hour to
afford the rent in an average one-bedroom apartment,
according to LAHSA.
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti echoed that sentiment,
calling the increase in homelessness ``heartbreaking.’’
``These results remind us of a difficult truth: skyrocketing
rents statewide and federal disinvestment in affordable
housing, combined with an epidemic of untreated trauma and
mental illness, is pushing people into homelessness faster than

CityWatchLA

By James Alfaro, Valley Voice Reporter

omelessness is one of many major issues in the United States
with a high rate of homeless people living on the streets.
The majority of homeless people that live on the streets
don’t have the luxury of being looked after or having a roof
under their heads as homeless shelters tend to fill up rapidly.
Natalie Ruvalcaba, a Granada Hills local, said she sees a lot
of homeless people in her area, especially when commuting to
school and work. Ruvalcaba said she believes that homelessness is
unfortunate, and that California has become too expensive to live
in. Ruvalcaba said she also believes that homeless is a result of the
increase in minimum wage and inflation which makes it difficult
for people to maintain a living.
“I would get rid of the minimum wage increase because its
created an unattainable survival for lower income homes. I think
it’s because the system has failed the government won’t take the
time to see what different things have caused people to become
homeless and if it’s possible to get them back on their feet or if it’s
a loss,” Ruvalcaba said.
Ruvalcaba said the majority of homeless people tend to be
mentally ill and hopes that the government would create more
mental health facilities for those in need to ensure the safety of
their own personal health and decrease the percentage of homeless
people if they’re well taken care of.
“I think homelessness should be addressed more often because
there are so many people that have no empathy for homeless lives
thinking that the only way that they got there was because they
were lazy and irresponsible when that’s a very small percentage
that got individuals there,” Ruvalcaba said.
Nahlah Malumfashi, a Sylmar local, said she thinks
homelessness is a growing issue that is often overlooked and needs
more attention drawn towards it because it’s a worldwide crisis
that needs to be solved. Malumfashi said she hasn’t seen any
homeless people in her home area but knows there’s a handful of
them in other places.
“I think I would do everything in my power to make those
who are homeless feel as safe as possible. I would definitely try to
regulate better safety measures for them and make them feel secure
in the opportunities for jobs, counseling, finding family, medical
attention, and other things,” Malumfashi said.
Malumfashi said she thinks there’s a lot of homeless people in
our society because it’s hard to be financially independent when
the cost of living is expensive, especially in California.
“In many cases, the issue of homelessness is overlooked and
some of the money that can be utilized in helping them is allocated
for other agendas that doesn’t benefit the lives of homeless people
that suffer every day,” Malumfashi said.

they can be lifted out,’’ he said.
The numbers are up despite tens of thousands of
people who have moved off the streets and into permanent
housing. In the last year alone, the county has helped
21,631 people find permanent homes, while another
27,080 who were homeless at some point during the year
were able to lift themselves out of homelessness, according
to the data.
The number of homeless veterans was roughly
flat year-over-year, but there were 7% more homeless
seniors -- after a meaningful decrease last year -- and
demographers saw a 24% jump in homeless youth.
Researchers from USC who worked on the count
said they believe improved methodologies were
responsible for part of the increase in young adults
counted.
Though people suffering from serious mental illness
or with substance abuse problems are among the most
visible members of the homeless community, they make
up just 29% of the total homeless population.
Black Angelenos are four
times more likely to end up
homeless, a finding consistent
with data from earlier counts
that Lynn attributed to
``deep institutional racism in
the culture.’’
Latino residents make
up nearly half of the county’s
homeless population, but
Supervisor Hilda Solis said
she believes the number is
much higher.
``Latinos
are
undercounted
as
they
are more likely to rely on
their extended family and
social networks and live in
crowded households,’’ Solis
said.
  
The ER alternative staffed with ER Doctors to get you
feeling better, faster.

OPEN DAILY!

Crimes Against
Humanity

L

ER ALTERNATIVE BUILT & STAFFED
BY ER DOCTORS
ON-SITE X-RAY, LAB, PHARMACY
& MORE
WALK IN & BE SEEN IN MINUTES

By Jay Handal

et’s call the homeless issue what it is. A crime against humanity.
Every County Supervisor, City Council Member, the City Attorney and
especially the Mayor, should be charged with human rights violations.
Forget having the ACLU get injunctions.

NORDHOFF ST. & TAMPA AVE.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(9AM - 9PM)
(Last patient registered at 8:30pm)

19346 Nordhoff St. in Northridge
Phone: (818) 727-2040

Forget filing bull lawsuits against surrounding cities for homeless dumping.
The facts are clear:
This group of elected officials is so out of touch. Every other city street is clean.
No tents, human waste, broken stolen bicycles, drug dealing, prostitution and more.
The other cities have City Attorneys that know how to write ordinances
that protect both citizens who are homed and unhoused.
This is failed leadership at the very least, but truly crimes against humanity.
 	
(Jay Handal is Co-Chair of the LA Neighborhood Council Budget
Advocates committee.)
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CityWatchLA

Could
‘Conservatorship’
Be Another
Solution for LA’s
Homeless Crisis?
T

By Dennis P. Zine
he battle to combat the increasing homeless
population in Los Angeles and surrounding cities
continues to draw the attention and anger of
residents, media and politicians.
There’s been lots of political talk with little or no
action to resolve the situation. And recently we’ve been
faced with the spread of serious diseases due to homeless
living conditions on sidewalks and other public places.  
While many of us feel bad for those living on the streets,
in cars and in other community locations, we are also
alarmed that little is being done to eliminate the damage
being done to our neighborhoods, despite the hundreds
of millions of tax dollars being generated to address the
situation. Whatever statistics you want to believe, sightings
of the homeless population have increased daily in all neighborhoods, including most areas of
the San Fernando Valley. People are not only sleeping on bus benches and in the middle of
sidewalks along major streets, but in many residential neighborhoods. This is in addition to
the proliferation of motorhomes being used as residences that have disrupted the tranquility of
many neighborhoods where children once played in front yards and on sidewalks. To keep them
safe, children are now being prevented from those innocent activities.
There is a new petition circulating to recall Mayor Garcetti, blaming him for allowing
the homeless population and associated diseases to get out of control. The LA Times and
especially, reporter Steve Lopez, has been brutal at pointing the finger at Garcetti for his
lack of leadership and action to remedy the situation. While I agree that the Mayor is the
person at the top of the city bureaucracy, there are many others who must share the blame
for the increasing homelessness throughout LA.
How about City Attorney Mike Feuer who frequently settles cases and pays homeless
advocates thousands of dollars instead of fighting for taxpayers who live with the homeless
population encroaching on their property, reducing the quality of life for everyone. How about
the judges who have sided with the homeless, forcing police and other public agencies to permit
the homeless to collect all sorts of junk on sidewalks and urinate on public property when
restroom facilities are not readily available. I know when most of us need to relieve ourselves we
find a restroom somewhere, and at times, a public facility. We are taught this decent, responsible
conduct when we are children.     
The Los Angeles Police Department has established the Homeless Outreach Proactive
Engagement Team (H.O.P.E.) in each of the four police bureaus: Central, South, West and
Valley. A $4.5+ million budget is dedicated to the operation. The teams work with various social
and community groups in addressing the homeless activity throughout Los Angeles. The officers
and supervisors have all been pulled from their regular assignments and trained to specifically
address this issue.
While their resources are limited, it demonstrates that Chief Moore and the LAPD
are attempting to utilize what resources they have to stem the tide of the homelessness in
the LA. Think about it. Would anyone want to become a police officer and work in such
an assignment? My hat is off to the officers who are assigned to the H.O.P.E. detail and
exposed to many diseases daily.  
				*		*		*
It is not a liberal or conservative issue. It is not a Democrat or Republican issue. It is a pure
and simple Quality of Life and Public Health issue.
As the Honorary Mayor of Woodland Hills and a member of many community
organizations, I meet residents and business owners every day. The main topic in the community
is the homeless crisis in Los Angeles and what we’re doing about it. I can honestly tell you that
money is being spent on administrative staff, research and litigation. The problem is only getting
worse. While you hear reports from City Hall that many homeless people have been placed in
some sort of residence, are the numbers real? If they were, would we see the double digit increase
in the latest homeless count?
I will remind you that the latest count showed the city’s homeless population up by
double digits. Los Angeles is up 16% to over 36,300 people and up 12% in LA County
to nearly 59,000 people. Along with the increasing numbers comes the various diseases
associated with homeless life. You have heard them in the news: Typhus, Salmonella
typhi, Scabies and MRSA, to list a few.          
Despite the City Attorney’s tendency to rollover and settle claims brought by homeless
advocates and the courts, there are reasonable and effective legal solutions to the homeless crisis.
It just takes courage to implement them.
The ultra-liberal San Francisco elected officials recently authorized to remove homeless
individuals and place them in a facility for their own health and safety. Known as Conservatorship,
the program has the endorsement of Mayor London Breed, Supervisor Rafael Mandelman and
California State Senator Scott Wiener, along with many other political and civic leaders in San
Francisco. They report that it is a necessary step in dealing with the often-homeless addicts
who are a danger to themselves and others. The program allows a court to appoint a public
conservator for those who have been involuntarily detained for psychiatric hospitalization
under section 5150 of the California welfare and institution code.
If San Francisco can implement this program, LA can and should explore it, too. It could be
a way to finally begin to reduce the number of homeless individuals and families in Los Angeles.
It has been determined and known for a long time that a significant number of homeless people
are either mentally ill or addicted to drugs and can no longer hold a job or function in society.
The utilization of the Conservatorship provisions can serve as a reasonable and humanitarian
way of addressing the tragedy of homelessness.
There you have it. While solutions are limited, the San Francisco process is reasonable, legal
and should be implemented in Los Angeles as soon as possible.
(Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD Supervisor, former and retired
12-year Los Angeles City Councilman and current General Manager at Bell Canyon in
Ventura County. Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.)
July, 2019

CityWatchLA

Garcetti’s Malignant
Corruption and Dishonesty
By Daniel Guss

T

he saying “a fish rots from the head” certainly applies to LA on Mayor Eric Garcetti’s
watch.
His and his administration’s corruption is paralleled only by their
dishonesty. Stunningly, he is worse at the job than his predecessor, Antonio
Villaraigosa, and may actually be the worst in LA history, at least for those who
judge such things based on results and quality of life.
Before we wade back into City Hall corruption, let’s address Garcetti’s attempt to
wordsmith himself away from blame for LA’s medievally diseased and filthy condition. His
pathetic mea culpa read, “As your mayor, I take full responsibility for our response to this
crisis.”
See what Garcetti did there? He accepts responsibility for things moving forward but
not for making conditions exponentially worse than when he first took office.
Also consider that Garcetti wrote that these problems are the “product of decades of
failure.”
You see, July 1 marked Garcetti’s 18th year in elected office in City Hall. Five of those
years, he was on LA City Council representing just the 13th District. For six more years, he
was City Council president and in complete control of the agenda, making him responsible
for all policies and outcomes which marinated into today’s noxious stew. And he has been
mayor for the most recent six years.
That’s 18 years in the clown car, including 12 years behind its steering wheel.
How did that work out?
God help us, he has several more years remaining.
				*		*		*
The LA to which Garcetti referred is the County of Los Angeles, of which he has
never been an elected official. He is the Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, one of 88 cities in
the County. His bogus claim was his way of duping people into thinking that the time and
money he squandered was actually a win. It’s bad enough that he did that. It’s worse if he
really believed it.
It’s amazing how much of a writer’s word count can be eaten up doing an intro on
Eric Garcetti’s dishonesty. With what remains, let’s dig into just one sliver of Garcetti’s
corruption.
Back in January, I submitted a California Public Records Act request for all City of
LA business matters residing in a specific personal email account belonging to Garcetti,
as well as that of Herb Wesson, who is Garcetti’s disastrous successor as LA City Council
president.
My request put Garcetti’s taxpayer-funded lawyers in a bind because they know I
am already in possession of some of that content, but they don’t know how much or the
subjects they address.
That may be why month after month his lawyers email me that they need more time
to respond. But how can that be? They just need to have Garcetti open that email account,
search for “City of LA” and other keywords that will make years of hidden emails surface
in an account designed to hide critical information from the public.
Their most recent deadline to respond was June 14. I expect another “Dear Mr. Guss”
delay any day now. But rest assured, I am forcing those documents to the surface through
other channels.
Meanwhile, two of the LA Times’ apologists-in-chief for Garcetti, namely Dakota
Smith and David Zahniser, wrote that Garcetti’s current problems have “put his
presidential aspirations on-hold.”
On-hold???
Is there a crack pipe nearby?
(Daniel Guss, MBA, is a member of the Los Angeles Press Club, and has
contributed to CityWatch. His opinions are his own and do not necessarily reflect the
views of CityWatch.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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VOTE, AUGUST 13TH

A 20 Year Track Record of
PROTECTING OUR QUALITY OF LIFE
★ Safer neighborhoods ★

Helped reduce 911 response times and ensured local ﬁrst responders got the equipment
they needed to protect our communities including body cameras for police and
updated equipment for ﬁreﬁghters and paramedics.

★ Fiscal watchdog ★

A strong ﬁscal conservative who opposed the Measure EE property tax increase, supports
Prop. 13, has experience balancing the city budget, and ﬁghting for Valley taxpayers.

★ Putting neighborhoods ﬁrst ★

The only candidate with a concrete record of delivering results on neighborhood issues such as
improving street repaving, reducing crime, expanding park space, and improving
funding for neighborhood schools without increasing taxes.

We support

KATHRYN BARGER
County Supervisor

LOS ANGELES POLICE
PROTECTIVE LEAGUE

For more information visit www.johnleecd12.com |

Follow us:

COUNCILMEMBER
GREIG SMITH
@JohnLeeCD12

@john.lee.cd12

Paid for by John Lee for City Council 2019, PO Box 7456 Northridge, CA 91327, Additional information is available at ethics.lacity.org

The Only Candidate Supported By Law Enforcement
VOTE! ON ELECTION DAY, AUGUST 13TH

July, 2019
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Taking the Fear and Mystery Out of Evangelism

Sharing your faith isn’t as complicated or
scary as we tend to make it.
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

T

he word evangelism can conjure up a variety of images and thoughts, ranging from
world missions to flashy televangelists. Many faithful church members would answer,
“Evangelism? Oh, that’s something our preacher does on Sunday morning.” Well, yes
. . . and no.
Many years ago, I heard one of the greatest definitions of evangelism, and to this day it
has stuck with me: “Evangelism is nothing more than mouth-to-ear resuscitation!” What
a great yet simple description. The Gospel of Jesus comes from your mouth to
someone else’s ear—and brings life to a spirit who, without Christ, is dead in sin
(Ephesians 2:1).
With typical mouth-to-mouth resuscitation or CPR, you don’t have to be a doctor
or medical expert to administer it. Anyone can do it with the proper training. It’s the
same with sharing the Gospel! You don’t have to be a preacher or possess a master’s
degree from a Bible college. Any believer can share the Good News—effectively—with
the proper training.
I’ve written a book called Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your Faith, to
reassure you that evangelism doesn’t have to be complicated or intimidating—and you
can participate in it every single day of your life once you have the right tools, motivation,
and game plan. In Compelled, I also share inspiring stories of men and women, young
and old, who have responded obediently to the biblical command to share the Good News
(Matthew 28:19; Jude3; 1 Peter 3:15). After all, leading another person to a saving relationship in
Jesus Christ is one of the most rewarding experiences a Christian can have.
Think about where you were and who you were before you met Jesus. Many of us were
going through life, fulfilling our own selfish desires and completely unconcerned about spiritual
matters. And all of a sudden, God—who is loving beyond our wildest imagination—graciously
places eternal salvation in our hands. Most likely, He used another person to bring us this lifechanging message. What do we do next with this incredible gift? Do we hand it to the next
person who needs it, or do we hold on to it? Are we so overcome with joy and gratitude that we
can’t help but share it with others, or do we keep it to ourselves?
According to a recent Barna study, only 64 percent of Christian respondents agreed
with the statement “Every Christian has the responsibility to share their faith,” compared
to 89 percent of Christians just 25 years ago. What has changed? Sadly, the current culture
of secularism and relativism has influenced some believers to become apathetic toward the
spiritual needs of others, and it has intimidated others into staying quiet. What hasn’t changed

is that there are people all around us who are lonely and broken. There are people who are
depressed, hurting, and hopeless. There are people who are in bondage to sin and need to hear
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As Romans 10:14 puts it, “How can people have faith in the Lord
and ask him to save them, if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear, unless
someone tells them?”
So, how do we become burdened for the lost and to muster the courage to tell them about
what Christ has done for our souls? We start by studying God’s Word to discover
the heart of Jesus. We walk closely with Jesus and allow Him to open our eyes to
see people as He does. In Matthew 9:35–36, we get a glimpse into how Jesus viewed
mankind:
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them.
Now, let’s be honest. Seeing huge crowds of people usually doesn’t spark
compassion within us. If you are like me—living in a large, metropolitan community
like Los Angeles, California—you are constantly surrounded by large numbers of
people. Sitting on the freeway with thousands of cars crawling in front of you usually
produces more frustration than compassion!
We’re more likely to think, I wish these people would get out of my way! And not, Gee, I
wish I could tell all these people how much Jesus loves them!
But when we examine what Jesus taught and how He lived (1 John 2:5–6), we will see
people as He sees them—even large crowds of people. For the Christian, the greater number
of people we encounter ought to equal greater compassion and awareness of the deep, spiritual
needs of mankind. We should become compelled to tell them about the hope we have found
in Jesus.
You have a once-in-lifetime opportunity to change someone’s life with the Gospel. No
one is out of God’s reach, and He uses Christ followers like you to carry His message of truth.
What an incredible honor! Starting today, may you look around and truly see those around
you, asking the Lord for the courage and the opportunity to share the Good News with them.
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your
Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church,
which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect with Dudley at www.
LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

The Catcher Behind Home Plate Was a Spy

O

nce upon a time in America, baseball was not only the
National Pastime but also the national obsession, an idyl
of summer. Every town and city had a team. Abbott and
Costello made their bones with their classic routine “Who’s
on First?” Baseball was the great equalizer on sandlot and
ballpark. Everybody knew the words to “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game,” and everybody shared in the enthusiasm for the
home team.
Baseball was the great equalizer for Jews in the common
excitement of the sports culture, as it eventually would be
for blacks and Hispanics. But Detroit fans threw pork chops
at Hank Greenberg, the Jewish first baseman for the Tigers
who came close to breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record
that everyone thought would stand forever. He was admired
by Jews and Christians alike when he declined, on religious
principle, to play on Yom Kippur during a close pennant race.
Aviva Kempner, the daughter of Holocaust survivors
who makes award-winning documentary movies about Jewish
heroes in sports, entertainment and education (including
Greenberg), has aimed her camera at another Jewish baseball
player in a documentary film called “The Spy Behind Home
Plate.” She introduced it on Memorial Day weekend in
Washington.
Moe Berg risked his life as a spy before, during and after
World War II. He spent 14 years in the majors, playing for
four different teams, including the old Washington Senators
when they won the World Series in 1924. The documentary
is fascinating and timely, arriving when rank anti-Semitism is
emerging again.

By Suzanne Fields
We watch Berg carousing with Ruth and a team of allstars dispatched to Tokyo before World War II to undercut
growing Japanese hostility to America. Japanese fans loved
the players, including Berg, but the trip fell short of its
worthy goal, like a futile ninth-inning rally. Berg, armed
with a movie camera, posed as a visitor to get to the roof
of a hospital and took panoramic shots of the city. His film
was used in the briefing of B-25 crews who flew the famous
“thirty seconds over Tokyo” in the early days of the war. He
later impersonated a student at a lecture in Switzerland led
by the chief Nazi scientist at work on an atomic bomb. Berg
was armed with a gun and a cyanide pill, and instructed
to assassinate the scientist and then swallow the pill if he
concluded the Germans were close.
Berg was the original “good field, no hit” prospect but
had a rifle arm on which few runners dared steal a base. He
was a student of the game and just about everything else.
Casey Stengel called him “the brainiest man in baseball,”
the “strangest” man he ever knew in baseball. Berg had
a priceless gift for handling pitchers. He graduated from
Princeton, a brilliant student when “Jewish Princetonian”
was almost an oxymoron. A star on the Princeton diamond,
he was invited to join an elite eating club with the stipulation
that he not attempt to recruit other Jews. He declined. He
eventually mastered eight languages, including Japanese.
He read voraciously throughout his life, forming a habit
(which particularly endears him to me) of devouring up to 10
newspapers every day, from the front page to the back, and
putting what he read to a prodigious memory.

Anti-Semitism is not what it was when Berg
encountered it. Recently, San Francisco State University,
facing a lawsuit by two Jewish students alleging religious
discrimination, said it would spend $200,000 to promote
“viewpoint diversity” (including but not limited to Zionist
and pro-Israel viewpoints).
A few college presidents have stood up to mounting
anti-Semitism. When the College Council at Pitzer College in
California resolved to prevent an exchange of students with
the University of Haifa, the president of Pitzer refused to
implement the resolution. When a professor at the University
of Michigan refused to write a letter of recommendation for
a student who had applied to the University of Haifa, the
university disciplined him for “political unprofessionalism.”
But there’s often a refusal to call the ancient evil for
what it is. Democrats in the U.S. House of Representatives
watered down a mild rebuke of Rep. Ilhan Omar for saying
Israel had “hypnotized” the world, rewriting it to make it
a catchall criticism of everything hateful. Anti-Semitism
is often described in the media as the work of right-wing
extremists in both Europe and America, but here it’s usually
the work of radical Muslims and anti-Israel ideologues. Felix
Klein, the German minister for monitoring anti-Semitism in
Germany, says it’s “problematic” to say whether left or right
is to blame. But it’s important to denounce anti-Semitism
no matter the source, no matter the numbers. It’s a lot more
serious than “who’s on first.”
- Creators Syndicate

Anne Frank at 90 – Six Points She Might
Have Added to Her Diary Today

J

une 12 would have been Anne Frank’s 90th birthday.
Through her iconic diary, she has become the global
symbol of 1.5 million other virtually forgotten innocent
Jewish children murdered by Nazi Germany and its willing
European collaborators during the Holocaust.
So how would she have updated her diary today? Here
are six possibilities:
1. Joy at the miraculous rebirth and flourishing of her
shattered people in a Jewish democratic state of Israel.
2. Anger that the hatred of Jews is surging in her native
Europe and beyond and is being deployed by leading left-wing
politicians in England and right-wing politicians in Poland.
3. Shock that Synagogues and Jewish schools must be
protected by armed guards throughout the world. Despair that
decades after she and her family were forced into hiding, so
many Jews in the 21st Century have to hide their identities
in public; not just anywhere but in the streets of European
capitals including, Berlin, Paris, and yes, her hometown of
Amsterdam. Can history be repeating itself?
July, 2019

By Rabbi Marvin Hier, Rabbi Abraham Cooper

4. Solidarity with Malala Yousafzai, the youngest Nobel
Prize winner ever, who risked her life to give hope to young
girls everywhere to have the right to an education and a
future. Sadness that Malala has to live today in England
because her life would be in danger again the moment she
stepped on the soil of her native Pakistan.
5. Disgust that the world, led by the United Nations does
so little to protect children from being brainwashed to hate
and become martyrs for religious fanatics, from becoming
tools for tyrants and human shields for terrorists.
6. Cautious optimism and lurking pessimism about the
power of the written and spoken word to bring about change
through the amazing tool of social media. Anne wrote her
original diary in the Secret Annex, having no idea if anyone
else would ever read of her innermost thoughts, fears and
hopes. Today, social media virally transmits all the good, bad,
and ugly, that the human imagination can produce.
Everyone who has read the “Diary of Anne Frank” has

their favorite quotations. Which quote would have Anne
chosen if she was given the choice of posting one idea
on Facebook or Twitter?
We believe that in our morally confused times, Anne
would have sent this message to young people who struggle
today to make the right choices, who wonder if anything
they do could actually make a difference in these dangerous
time: “How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single
moment before starting to improve the world.”
Anne’s birthday is the perfect time to remember that she
wrote these words trapped in a reality bereft of freedom, an
innocent Jewish teen who watched as the world -- her world
-- collapse around her. That she was able to find the chutzpah
to hope, surely each of us is still in a position to take up her
challenge and make our world a better place for all -- one good
deed at a time.
(Rabbi Marvin Hier is the Dean and Founder of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center.)
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Letter to the Editor

Sick of SoCalGas
And California
Agencies
To the Valley Voice:
need to document my seriously written impressions of a very serious
matter- the granting of Title V for Continued Operation of the Aliso
Canyon Gas Storage Facility. I live in the Porter Ranch neighborhood, I
was relocated during the blow-out, and I have had both my bladder and my
prostate gland removed due to cancer. I guess you could call me involved.  
On August 29 I experienced a nightmare. My Porter Ranch neighbor
and I walked across the CSUN campus to the AQMD meeting to determine
if a title V permit would be issued to allow operation of the Aliso Canyon
Gas Storage Facility for another 5 years. The meeting was attended by
approximately 40 people plus the AQMD crew of 5, and was opened by the
Group Leader, who I will affectionately dub BMOC (Big Man On Campus), who then introduced Ready Player One and his other three associates.  
It started out poorly, as AQMD explained that although they were
the agency IN CHARGE of air quality, their interest and purview here
was strictly on certain surface mounted equipment. Oh my, I thought,
I hope they really aren’t IBOC (Ineffective Bureaucrats Overseeing
Checkmarks)! BMOC immediately took control of the meeting, first
thanking us up front for sharing our time with them, and then told us
that in all fairness, we would each get only 3 minutes to speak, and, to
hurry things along, two microphones would always be ready for action.  
Our local residents got up to present their concerns.  
It was noted that the invitation to the meeting was received one day
before the meeting- how much preparation could a person make, and how
many people had other commitments that would keep them from attending?
YOUR THREE MINUTES ARE UP!! Oh, we did send out e-mail
blasts to some.
If air quality monitoring is part of the solution, why did AQMD shut
down their monitoring equipment in Porter Ranch?  
YOUR 3 MINUTES ARE UP!!
Does anyone here have familiarity with the WIND study?   No? It was
sponsored in part by AQMD, how come you never heard of it?
YOUR 3 MINUTES ARE UP!!-oh yes, now I vaguely recollect it. It
was something about sampling, wasn’t it?
YOUR THREE MINUTES ARE UP!!
In reviewing DOGGR’s Reg 1726, there are clear requirements that do
not seem to be in effect now that some wells are reopened- how come?
YOUR 3 MINUTES ARE UP!!
Since the Root Cause Analysis just got released, wouldn’t it make sense
to be sure the findings are considered in the final design? Do you acknowledge that SS25, with a single failure, spewed 100,000 tons of contaminant
into YOUR CONTROLLED ATMOSPHERE? Was there truly an honest
analysis of failure modes, of SYSTEM safety, of methods to control failure
if it occurs? Do you recognize that the system being installed is IDENTICAL to the one that failed? The only new thing is some newer pipes.  
YOUR 3.5 MINUTES ARE UP!!
Aren’t you ashamed- SoCalGas is usurping your power and walking
all over you?
YOUR 3 MINUTES ARE UP!!
My life and the life of my family have been destroyed by Cancer as a
result of the leaks and failure.
YOUR 3 MINUTES ARE UP!!
I was on the school board that selected the locations of schools in Porter Ranch. At no time did anyone have an inkling that these gas fields
existed within 1.5 miles of the schools for our children.
YOUR 3 MINUTES ARE UP!!
For years my family has been in disarray because of these leaks. Use
your charter and your power to force either compliance or closure.
BUT YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND, DIVISION OF POWER BETWEEN DOGGR, CPUC AND AQMD WON’T ALLOW US TO PROPERLY PUSH FOR OVERARCHING CHARTER. YOUR 3 MINUTES
ARE UP!!
Senator Stern offers that this community is being white-washed. The
Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council strongly supports closure if sufficient
steps are not taken to keep our area safe.
YOUR 3.5 MINUTES ARE UP!!
And then came a breakthrough- a DOGGR official got up and stated
how hard they are working. And he firmly stated that over the past 3
years the subject of the safety valves has been under discussion, but the
balance between “this-and-that” has produced ambiguity in the minds of
the CHOSERS, and the decision is really a tough one, and hasn’t yet been
made, (even after three years).
Formal end of meeting, and BMOC thanked everyone for sharing
their time with IBOC. He smiled with satisfaction, as he had really held
to the 2 hours allocated for this TIMELY meeting. During all this time,
his other Ready Players had not said a word. And I realized that the
residents of Porter Ranch all came and spoke from their hearts and with
logic as well as emotion, with entreaties to please recognize that when they
moved here, they never expected that their families and lives would be
in jeopardy. And I saw that BMOC was happy, because he could now
check off another mark- meeting over. And the others? Not a word.
BUT then came the real nightmare, because after the
meeting, in private conversation with a resident, BMOC stated
THAT IF THEY DID NOT RE-ISSUE THE PERMIT SoCalGas
would sue them. And finally I realized “Who’s the Boss”.
When I got home, I could not sleep. Capitalism at its best? Cronyism
at its worst!!
What a blow to free enterprise, to Capitalism, to faith in the government
process. Please give consideration to my impressions, I know I am not
lone, nor do I speak alone; because the San Fernando Valley is chock full
of citizens expecting our elected and selected representatives to do their
elected and selected jobs, and with integrity.  

I

PUC Manager Sues SoCalGas;
Says Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
Caused His Cancer
Valley Voice Special Report

A

longtime program manager overseeing the California Public Utilities Commission’s Safety Enforcement
Division is suing Sempra Energy and its subsidiary, Southern California Gas Co., alleging he came into
contact with hazardous substances at the site of the Aliso Canyon methane gas leak that left him with a
rare cancer.
Filed in Los Angeles County Superior Court in June, the complaint alleges the companies knowingly
exposed Kenneth Bruno to dangerously high levels of cancer-causing chemicals when he was deployed to
the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility to monitor the capping of the well that was the source of the
October 2015 gas well blowout in Porter Ranch.
Bruno’s lawyers allege he was not properly advised on protective clothing to wear while at the well.
“Rather than fully prepare Mr. Bruno for exposure to known carcinogens such as benzene, radon, toluene
and formaldehyde, Sempra told him to wear appropriate footwear and a hard hat,” according to Bruno’s
attorneys.
The company also failed to instruct him to remove his contaminated clothes before returning to his car to
go home to his family, causing him to acquire a rare blood cancer, hairy cell leukemia, a known risk of benzene
exposure, the complaint alleges.
“Time and again, Mr. Bruno unknowingly walked into a gas chamber and he’s now suffering the health effects
because of it,” plaintiff’s attorney R. Rex Parris said. “Exposing Mr. Bruno to outrageously high levels of known
toxins is a despicable act, which is why we’re filing assault and battery charges against Sempra and SoCalGas.
What’s even more terrible is SoCalGas’ failure to alert Mr. Bruno of his exposure to toxic chemicals which
resulted in him unknowingly bringing those chemicals home to his kids.”
				*		*		*
According to a report released on May 17, the Aliso Canyon gas leak — the biggest in U.S. history — was
caused by microbial corrosion of a well casing, and SoCalGas did not conduct detailed follow-up inspections or
analyses after previous leaks.
The report was conducted by Blade Energy Partners, which was tapped in 2016 by the CPUC and the
state Department of Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources to perform an independent
analysis of the leak’s root cause.
Bruno was tasked with hiring Blade, according to his suit, which alleges that Sempra and SoCalGas
unsuccessfully tried to block Blade from obtaining key evidence about the cause of the blowout by pouring
cement into the underground piping and tubing of the well.
The gas leak, which was discovered at the underground storage facility in October 2015 and continued
emanating methane until February 2016, poured an estimated 109,000 tons of methane into the air. Thousands
of residents in the northwest San Fernando Valley were forced out of their homes for months due to the leak.
Limited operations resumed at the facility in late July 2017 with the blessing of state regulators. Efforts by
Los Angeles County officials to block the resumed operations failed in court.
A judge in February approved a $119.5 million settlement to resolve claims by several government agencies
stemming from the leak, but did not resolve a still-pending class-action lawsuit involving thousands of residents
who said their health and property values were damaged as a result.

HOW TO MAINTAIN THE STATUS QUO
RESPONSE FROM ANOTHER PERSON
I don’t know, so it can’t be worth much.
The emphasis changes from year to year.
You’re many years ahead of your time.
It’s lot of money you’re giving away.
Can’t teach an old dog new tricks.
Not practical for ordinary people.
That’s beyond our responsibility.
Let’s shelve it for the time being.
Why change it, it’s still working.
Has anyone else ever tried it?
We’ll be the laughing stock.
We did all right without it.
We’re not ready for that.
It’s too radical a change.
Let’s get back to reality.
We don’t have the time.
That’s not our problem.
Let’s form a committee.
Don’t delude yourself.
It isn’t in the budget.
Don’t be ridiculous.
It costs too much.
Too hard to sell.

                                                Truly and Sincerely,
                        
© Norman Molesko, 2019
                                                Joseph K. Goldstein
Ambassador
For Seniors
                                                baluku1@hotmail.com                     
                                                818-442-7596
July, 2019
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CityWatchLA

Some LA Council
Members Support
‘Pay-for-Play’
Gifts for Their
Charities
By Beth Cone Kramer
ix months ago, FBI agents raided the third story
suite of Councilman Jose Huizar.
Other FBI teams raided the councilman’s home and
Boyle Heights field office. Huizar had been chair of the
Planning and Land Use Management committee that
could greenlight real estate development projects. Eight
days following the raid, City Council President Herb
Wesson stripped Huizar from his council committee
posts, including the PLUM chair.
Huizar has developed a reputation for pay to
play. Two years ago, an investigation by the Coalition
to Preserve LA found that developers were frequent
contributors to the councilman’s city campaign as
projects were up for approval in the Council. He also
violated the California Public Records Act by failing to
provide his meeting calendar for a several month period.
According to a search warrant, federal investigators
have also been placing Councilman Curren Price, as
well as officials under Council President Wesson and
Mayor Eric Garcetti under the microscope. Huizar has
not yet been charged by the Feds but remains under
investigation. He terms out in 2020. However, the impact
of his scandal may outlive his council career.
Almost half of City Council members support
restrictions on fundraising for council members and
are currently drafting several measures. One part of the
proposal involves banning political donations by real
estate developers with projects under consideration.
Greasing the palms of politicians has long been a practice
of developers seeking to curry favor for their projects.
The Ethics Committee issued a recommendation
to end a practice known as “behested payments” in
which politicians solicit donations for a favorite charity
or community group from a “restricted source” such as
lobbyists, city contractors, developers, people bidding
for city contracts, and others who have sought approval
from the city during the past 12 months.
According to an LA Times report, Huizar
requested donations to Bishop Mora Salesian High
School from people who had business relationships with
City Hall. Huizar’s wife was a professional fundraiser
for the school at the time. A staff member filed a lawsuit,
alleging she was instructed to raise funds during office
hours.
Behested payments seem to play a part in the
Huizar investigation. The FBI is seeking information
about developer donations to the high school and to
political committees linked to Huizar.
The access for developers, city contractors and
others who financially benefit from donations and
contributions at the request of politicians should be
closed. Mayor Garcetti, who says he supports the
restriction, has raised over $42 million for his Mayor’s
Fund and other causes.
Under California law, elected office holders are
required to report donations of $5,000 or more, per office
holder’s request. According to the Ethics Commission,
a majority of the behested payments in Los Angeles
originated in people who had been conducting business
at City Hall.
Restricting the quid pro quo at City Hall would
increase transparency and rid the city of ethically
questionable practices. City council members should
represent the needs of Los Angeles residents and not
only those who curry favor through donations.
(Beth Cone Kramer is a professional writer living
in the Los Angeles area. She covers major issues for
CityWatch.)
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LA Politics 101:
How to Accept
Bribes Without
Going to Prison

By Daniel Guss
or precisely 100 tedious but remarkably uncomfortable minutes
last month, the LA City Council debated ways for its members
to legally accept bribes for selling their votes, but without all
the hubbub and inconvenience of the FBI raiding their home and
City Hall office, followed by indictment, prosecution, incarceration,
appeal, parole, bankruptcy, divorce, custody battle, etc.
Then the lawmakers decided, “Hey, you know what? Let’s not
make any reforms kick-in until after the 2020 election cycle,” so it’s
no biggie for the time being … Still, the lawmakers climbed over
one another to share their own curious cash confessions and where
the illegality line is drawn and approached.
There were lots of awkward grins during the discussion, most
by Councilmember David Ryu as he waxed of “historic!” reforms,
when it could have been boiled down to a simple sentence: sell your
vote for dirty money at your own peril.
The uncomfortable presence in the room was Councilmember
Jose Huizar, whose life has sucked a whole lot since the FBI did in
fact raid his home and City Hall office a few months back. As his
peers spoke in serious tones, Huizar said nothing, didn’t follow the
discussion, sipped coffee, dozed and checked his messages, while his
nearest seatmates Gil Cedillo and Paul Koretz skedaddled as photos
of him were snapped during the agenda item.
The matter was eventually sent back to committee for further
massaging and messaging.
For those new to the subject, it comes as no surprise that
Huizar, was the first Councilmember raided by the FBI; he
openly admitted to the Daily News a few years back that he
knows when to approve a real estate development; not because it
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
is the right thing to do for the City and taxpayers, but because his
“best friend” LA City Council president Herb Wesson “nudges”
COPY GIRL
him when everything is a go.
Briana N. Haghighi
Kudos to KNBC’s Joel Grover for his outstanding ongoing
story of a block-long garbage pile in downtown LA that Mayor Eric
Garcetti swore was continually cleaned up, except that it wasn’t.
Garcetti’s default is, and has for a long time been, lies, photoops and free travel. But can anyone tell us why it seems that
hizzoner’s wife, Amy Wakeland, has an office in the Mayor’s City
Hall wing?
Talk about a corrupt agency, why does Department of General
Services GM Tony Royster’s office take months to respond to a
one-item public records request – a map of room assignments in
Garcetti’s offices – and then insists that one must come to his office
in order to see it in person? That’s not very green!
When I challenged Royster’s flunkies on that, I was told that
I need to mail them a check to pay for a 10-cent copy. Not very
E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com
green either!
I am still waiting for a list of everyone who has paid that 10cent fee in the past.
Of course, they couldn’t explain why they would charge
anything, since the document already exists and can be emailed for
free, which is also carbon footprint friendly. No paper, no ink, no
postage…what is that fee for?
By Earl Ofari Hutchinson
See? You can learn a lot not just from making public record
he streets in parts of Los Angeles now look like (or
requests, but from the response you get when making the request
worse) than some of the streets I have seen in some
itself.    I’m going to mail Mr. Royster a few dollars so they can
of the poorest countries in Asia, Africa and the
then be forced to track my remaining balance of $1.70 for the next Caribbean that I have traveled through.  
20 years. But can anyone explain why, in this era of “green,” so
One has an excuse, what’s the others?
much of Garcetti’s and Wesson’s government still cannot accept
Current leadership should resign en masse because
electronic payments, such as these few dimes?
of this. It’s time to bring in NEW leadership who will
The Valley Voice is published every
(Daniel Guss, MBA, is a member of the Los Angeles Press work to finally make this crisis a thing of the past!
last Tuesday of the Month.
Club, and has contributed to CityWatch. His opinions are his own
(Earl Ofari Hutchinson is an author and political
and do not necessarily reflect the views of CityWatch.)
analyst and a CityWatch contributor.)
July, 2019
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For further information, contact Terry Parks at 818- Valley YMCA, 11336 Corbin Avenue in Porter Ranch.
Kaiser’s very own Dr. Sean Hashmi, MD will lead the
996-0974 or farmers-charmers@flash.net
discussion on nutrition including learning about whole
Basketball Skills Camp
grains, fruits & vegetables, protein, dairy, fats, oil, salt,
One of the world’s most renowned street ballers, and sugar, with easy-to-understand conclusions you can
“The Professor” will be on hand to put on a week long integrate into your life to reduce heart disease, stroke,
Ball Handling Camp for boys and girls ages 8-16 on and diabetes. This event is free to the community and
July 8 to 12 , 9am - 12 noon at Shepherd Church Gym. will include lunch. Please register at the North Valley
This camp will focus on offensive skill work including YMCA Welcome Center.
ball handling, footwork, shooting and how to create
Puppet Show
one on one offense. Cost: $130 (online registration
On
Wednesday,
July 10, at 3:00 PM there will be
only).
For
more
information
and
to
register,
visit
Lunch and Reading Programs
With summer in full gear, the Los Angeles Public ShepherdSports.org. The church is located at 19700 a children’s puppet show of stories and songs at the
Library invites you to join the “Summer Lunch at the Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch, 818.831.9333, sports@ Chatsworth Library. It will be followed by a craft
activity.   The library is located at 21052 Devonshire
Library” program. Lunch will be served Monday to shepherdchurch.com.
Street in Chatsworth. For more information call (818)
Friday now through August 9 from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM
Volleyball Camp
341-4276.
at Northridge Public Library, 9501 Darby Avenue. In
Shepherd Sports is having a Volleyball camp on
addition to serving free meals, the library offers a variety July 15 to 19, designed for boys and girls ages 8 - 16
Drum Circle
of programs and activities that prevent summer learning who wish to learn and/or improve their Volleyball
Teens are invited to participate in an interactive
loss for children. Programs include storytime, music, fundamentals including passing, setting, hitting, game drum circle on Tuesday, July 23 at 3 PM in the Chatsworth
games, STEAM activities, crafts and more.
Library Community Room. Participants will learn
tactics, rules, and conditioning will be taught.
Coaching staff has a wealth of knowledge about the game about West African and Cuban drums, as well as about a
Free Summer Meals
Granada Hills Charter is pleased to offer free and many of the trainers are former professional and variety of percussion instruments.  Chatsworth Library
nutritious meals now through July 19, Monday to Friday. division one players. For more information and to register, is located at 21052 Devonshire Street, (818) 341-4276.
Breakfast for community youth is from 9 AM to 9:45 visit ShepherdSports.org. The church is located at 19700
Green Screen STEAM Spectacular
AM; students from 10 AM to 10:20 AM. Lunch for Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch, 818.831.9333, sports@
Children will learn to create photos and videos with
community youth is at 11 AM to 12 PM and Students from shepherdchurch.com
many types of backgrounds and scenery, using a green
12:20 PM to 1 PM. All children from ages 1 – 18 years
screen backdrop and iPad apps at Chatsworth Library
Giant Book Sale
old are welcome and no proof of income or registration
On Saturday, July 20, from 10 AM to 2 PM the on Wednesday, July 24 at 3 PM. The library is located
is required to participate. Granada Hills Charter High Friends of the Chatsworth Library will hold its at 21052 Devonshire Street. For more information, call
School is at 10535 Zelzah Avenue. For more information, quarterly book sale. The Library is located at 21052 (818) 341-4276.
email cafeteria@ghcs.com or visit their website.
Devonshire Street. Go to http://laplchatsworthfriends.
Surf Camp
org or call (818) 341-4276 for more information.
#MakeASplash
Shepherd Sports Surf Camp 2019 for ages
Join the LA County Parks and Recreation for 2019
8-88 will be on July 30 to August 2, 9am to 4/5pm at
SFV Rescue Mission
Summer Fun. Enjoy exciting and entertaining programs
Hueneme Beach in Oxnard. This is a great week at
The San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission
for all ages - concerts, movies, camps and junior golf just (SFVRM) is holding an Open House on Saturday, July
the beach were kids or adult get a chance to catch a
to name a few. For details visit parks.lacounty.org
wave, boogie board, surf and enjoy learning safety
20, 1 PM - 2 PM for individuals who are looking to
at
the beach. The group will leave Shepherd Church
find
opportunities
to
volunteer
or
otherwise
support
SwimLA
everyday on a bus and return together. The church
The Department of Recreation and Parks, Citywide the rescue mission. The Rescue Mission is at 8756
is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch,
Aquatics, wants to invite you to a free or affordable Canby Avenue in Northridge. To RSVP, email cleon@
818.831.9333. For more information and to register,
swim lessons all summer long for youth and adults at LA erescuemission.org.
visit ShepherdSports.org
City pools. All sessions consist of ten 25-minute lessons
All-Star Camp
over two weeks. For more information and to register,
Balloonacy
Shepherd Sports All-Star Camp for boys and girls
visit SwimLA.org.
Children are invited to join Dennis Forel as
ages 5-16 is a week long camp with high level coaching
staff of current and ex NBA PLAYERS. We teach the he twists and turns balloons into delightful animal
YouTube Workshop
fundamentals of the game and inspire the campers with characters with interactive and fun stories. This event
Learn how to start and grow your YouTube
biblical truths. For more information and to register, is at Chatsworth Library on Wednesday, July 31 at 3
channel and social media presence with online business
visit ShepherdSports.org. The church is located at PM. The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street,
entrepreneur, Evan Burse who is an animation
19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch, (818) 831-9333. (818) 341-4276.
professional and online business entrepreneur. He will
teach you how to create and grow your own YouTube
Free Movie Matinee
channels, make posts on Instagram, and turn your social
On Thursday, July 25 at 1:30 PM in the Chatsworth
media pages into online businesses. This program on
Library Community Room there will be a free showing
Wednesday, July 3, 6:30 PM at Mid-Valley Regional
of Mary Poppins Returns. The movie is sponsored
Library, 16244 Nordhoff St. in North Hills is free to the
by the Friends of Chatsworth Library.
Light
Please submit very brief local events, space is
community.
refreshments are available.   The library is located
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
at 21052 Devonshire Street, (818) 341-4276.
Line Dancing
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
The Farmers & Charmers, a non-profit Square
Lunch-and-Learn at YMCA
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
dance Club, is sponsoring a Line Dancing event for seven
North Valley YMCA and Kaiser Permanente
Rachel Reiter,
Sundays starting July 7, from 5:30 to 6:30 pm at the cordially invite you to a free lunch-and-learn seminar
Wilkinson Center, 8956 Vanalden Avenue in Northridge. on Thursday, June 27, 12:15 PM to 1:45 PM at North
Local Events Coordinator

4th of July Spectacular

Shepherd Church is proud to celebrate America with
the community by hosting the 21st Anniversary 4th of July
Spectacular! Join more than 50,000 people for one of the
largest and most colorful July 4 celebrations in the greater
Los Angeles area. A fun event for the entire family, we will
have a Spectacular Fireworks Show, Entertainment for
kids, Aerial Jumpers, 2 Parades, Popular Carnival Treats
and Free Parking. Gates open at 4:30 pm. Shepherd
Church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch.

Deadline for Non-Profits

IT'S ALL HERE
› ADIDAS
› BASSETT HOME FURNISHINGS
› LUSH
› MICHAEL KORS
› SWEETFIN POKE
July, 2019
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Get it Today...
No Credit Needed!
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PLUS

‡‡

MO.

0% interest if paid in
full in 12 months††
No down payment
No minimum purchase

on Everything in the Entire Store!‡‡

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 7/16/2019 to 7/22/2019. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase
date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 12 months. Minimum monthly payments required. ††See below for details.

There's Prime Day and Then There's HALF DAY!

50

That's Right!

Includes corner chaise, armless loveseat, loveseat and wedge.

1949

BARDARSON 4 Piece Sectional
Reg. Price
$3899.99

$

NOW
NORTHRIDGE
HIRING!

99 INCLUDES
50% OFF

‡‡
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Park,forCA
PALMSubject
DESERT
MURRIETA
Existing cardholders should see their credit
card agreement
their91303
applicable terms.the
Promotional
purchases
merchandise will be
charged to account when merchandise is delivered.
to credit approval.
Super Walmart
747-226-6026
Desert Gateway Plaza
25125 Madison Ave
Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly
payments required. See store for details.24001 El Toro Rd
‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be
combined with any other promotion or discount.
Discount
Stearns &CA
Foster®
and Sealy Posturepedic34740
Hybrid™ Monterey
mattress sets, floor
items, sales
furniture
Laguna
Hills,offers
CA exclude
92653Tempur-Pedic®,
26520
Carltax,
Boyer
Drprotection plans,
Avemodels, clearance
facebook.com/AshleyHSCanogaPark
Murrieta,
92562
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress and box springs are subject to a $10.50 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.
949-461-0829
Santa
Clarita,
CA
91350
Palm
Desert,
CA
92211
951-894-7988
Stoneledge Furniture LLC., many times has
multiple
offers,
promotions,
discounts
and
financing
specials
occurring
at
the
same
time;
these
are
allowed
to
only
be
used
either/or
and
not
both
or
combined
with
each
other.
Although
every
precaution
is
taken,
errors in price
COLTON
and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors.
Picture may not represent item exactly as shown,
advertised items may not be on display760-202-3052
at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available
only at participating locations. Ashley
661-284-7200
facebook.com/AshleyHSLagunaHills
facebook.com/AshleyHSMurrieta
Exit
Mt. ©2019
Vernon
Ave.
HomeStores are independently owned and
operated.
Ashley
HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: July 16, 2019. Expires: July 22, 2019.

855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

facebook.com/AshleyHSColton

July, 2019

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050
For
Advertising Rates,

facebook.com/AshleyHSLongBeach

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
Visit

facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmDesert

facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaClarita

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
Page

facebook.com/AshleyHSSanDiego
www.evalleyvoice.com
facebook.com/AshleyHSNorthridge

facebook.com/AshleyHSVictorville

WEST COVIN
Located in the
Eastland Shop
2753 E Eastlan
West Covina, C
626-938-1480

facebook.com/Ash

YORBA LINDA
Just North of
22705 Savi Ra
Yorba Linda, C
714-363-9900

facebook.com/Ash

Follow us
@AshelyH

OPEN 7 DAY
Monday - Su

“Se Habla
12

www.Ashle

