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The Great Threat to America,
And to American Jewry

By Caroline Glick, JNS.org

Why CHAZ in 
Seattle Could 
Resurface in LA

By Daniel Guss

CITY WATCH LA - What started last month in Seattle’s 
Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone (CHAZ) is a voluntary 
abdication of the local government’s responsibility to 

maintain law and order, as a group of marauders annexed a 
multi-block area of Seattle and declared it to be free of gov-
ernment, setting up border walls with some of its members 
brandishing weapons and allegedly extorting money from 
people and businesses within the zone. And these folks re-
main an occupying force there because Seattle’s Mayor Jen-
ny Durkan and the Seattle City Council have declared that 
they are okay with this. 
 Wait, aren’t border walls and guns supposed to be bad?     
 But don’t laugh LA. The same thing could easily surface 
in LA because it already did in late 2011 with the similarly 
vague Occupy LA movement.   
 The key ingredient in Seattle in 2020, and LA back in 
2011, is this: a spineless, ingratiating mayor without a hint 
of voice resonance or sense of responsibility to the rest of 
us. That description nimbly fits Durkan, current LA Mayor 
Eric Garcetti and Antonio Villaraigosa, who was LA’s 
Mayor during Occupy LA in 2011. 
 Durkan and the Seattle City Council stunningly 
embraced CHAZ by delusionally suggesting it is more like 
a granola bar-laden block party akin to the “summer of 
love.” But what is happening in Seattle is a notably different 
summer of love than the social phenomenon of mid-1967; 
Seattleites who live or work within CHAZ are trapped. And 
the taxpayer-funded Seattle Police Department is of zero 
value to the community because that agency vacated its 
police station located within CHAZ, believed to have been 
done with the blessing, if not the direct order, of Durkan. 
 At any rate, let’s shout out a hearty Congratulations 
Seattle! This is the leadership you elected, and these are the 
results you get. LA looks forward to seeing how things look 
in a month or two because we had a preview of it a decade 
ago and it was neither pretty nor cheap. 
In late 2011, Los Angeles city officials, always desperate 
to appear down with the cool crowd, similarly embraced 
hundreds of Occupy LA protestors camping out on the LA 
City Hall lawn. 
 Strike that. LA officials didn’t just embrace Occupy 
LA; they invited them in. Everything was fine at first 
because it got our politicians the media attention they crave. 
Pied pipers Villaraigosa and Garcetti made the situation 
worse by enabling members of that LA City Council to pass 
a resolution further encouraging the protest. 
 But like house guests and fish, Occupy LA’s fecal 
miasma became, how shall we say, inconvenient. 
 A month into Occupy LA, an LA Times editorial 
entitled “Occupy L.A.: Ending the occupation,” called out 
then-LA Mayor Villaraigosa and then-LA City Council 
president Garcetti: 
 “Right about now, we suspect City Council President 
Eric Garcetti is regretting telling protesters with the 
Occupy Los Angeles movement camping outside City 
Hall that they were welcome to ‘stay as long as you need 
to.’ And Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa might be rethinking 
his decision to hand out ponchos when the weather turned 
wet.” -- LA Times Opinion, Oct 28, 2011 
 At the two-month mark, LA officials, inundated with 
demands by locals to end the toxic stew brewing on City 
Hall’s lawn, switched gears and used the decidedly violent 
muscle of 1,400 LAPD officers to force them off of the 
property and arrest hundreds who refused to leave. 
 In the immediate wake, LA had 30 tons of its trash 
to haul away by workers in hazmat suits. The property 
surrounding LA City Hall was subsequently fenced up, 
requiring millions of dollars and many months to sanitize 
and restore. 
 

Scattered among the thousands of cellphone videos depict-
ing looting and destruction in the streets of America’s 
greatest cities are clips of a different sort. In these short 

videos, we see throngs of white people on their knees, bowing 
and asking for forgiveness for their “white privilege” and the 
“structural racism” in the deplorable, irredeemable United 
States of America.
 Earlier, presumptive Democratic presidential nominee 
former Vice President Joe Biden symbolically embraced 
these genuflecting denunciations of “white privilege” as the 
official position of the Democratic Party. Biden had himself 
photographed on bended knee during a visit to a church in 
Wilmington, Delaware.
 These videos point to a socio-political phenomenon that 
sparked the riots throughout the country following George 
Floyd’s brutal death at the hands of a Minneapolis police 
officer. They also make clear the reason that the liberal media 
in the United States continues to back the protests despite 
the fact that from the outset they have involved wide-scale 
violence, destruction and looting.
 Contrary to the narrative being pushed by the media and 
America’s elites, the riots are not a consequence of increased 
police brutality towards African Americans. As Heather 
McDonald documented in The Wall Street Journal, over the 
past several years, police violence against black people has 
decreased significantly.
 Last year, political scientist Zach Goldberg published 
an article in Tablet online magazine where he presented 
statistical data demonstrating the depth and breadth of 
the radicalization of white progressives over the past 10 
years. Goldberg revealed that between 2010-2019, white 
progressives became the only demographic group in U.S. 
history to prioritize the interests of other groups over its own 
interests.
 White progressives prioritize the advancement of the 
interests of minorities and immigrants over their own and over 
those of American society as a whole. Moreover, as Goldberg 
showed, white progressive positions on race and immigration 
are more extreme than the positions black, Latino and Asian 
progressives hold on these issues.
 Goldberg argues that the massive increase in internet 
usage by white progressives over the past decade is responsible 
for the radicalization. Online platforms have created an 
information bubble that has created a warped presentation 
of reality to those inside the bubble. In this warped reality, 
race relations are far worse than they are in reality. 
 Goldberg is undoubtedly correct that the more time 
people spend inside their internet bubble the more removed 
they become from objective reality. But the internet isn’t the 
only source of the radicalization. The Obama presidency was 
also a factor.
 When Barack Obama won the presidential race in 2008, 
many Americans believed his victory was proof the United 
States had overcome its racist past. Obama however, did not 
support this view. Throughout his tenure in office, Obama 
used the power of his position to resonate and legitimize 
positions on race that until then had been relegated to the 
leftist margins of American politics.
 Obama cultivated the view that far from being a post-

racial society, America is inherently racist and that American 
racism is structural — that is, it was baked in and impossible 
to overcome. In so doing, Obama gave credence to the false 
claim at the heart of the riots: that black Americans are under 
continuous, existential threat from the state as a whole and 
from law enforcement bodies first and foremost. Calls by 
Hollywood celebrities and Obama administration alumni to 
defund the police take this view to its logical endpoint.
 A third cause of the radicalization of white progressives is 
the higher education system. The more radicalized campuses 
are, the more radicalized graduates become.
 The radicalization of white progressive politics has been 
given its most dramatic expression in the refusal of progressive 
mayors and governors to act forthrightly to end the violence 
in their streets. Instead, we had the likes of New York Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio (whose daughter was arrested for participating 
in the mayhem) stand with those burning his city.
 In a letter to police sergeants in the New York Police 
Department, Ed Mullen, president of the Sergeants Benevolent 
Association, gave expression to the distress of New York police 
officers. “I know we are losing our city,” Mullen wrote.
 “We have no leadership, no direction, and no plan. I 
know that you are being held back and used as pawns,” he 
continued.

The Riots: 
Checking the Facts

By Larry Elder

Black lives matter. Black businesses, not so much.
 The protests are about the alleged “epidemic” of 
“widespread” and “race-based” police brutality against 

blacks and the lack of confidence, in the case of Floyd, that 
justice will be done. The problem with these assertions is that 
they are false, not supported by the data.
 There is no “epidemic” of racist cops killing black 
suspects. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, police killings of blacks declined almost 80% 
from the late ‘60s through the 2010s, while police killings of 
whites have flatlined. Meanwhile, in 2017, according to the 
CDC’s National Vital Statistics Reports, non-Hispanic blacks 
were eight times more likely to be a victim of a homicide 
(homicide death rate: 23.2 per 100,000) than non-Hispanic 
whites (homicide death rate: 2.9 per 100,000).
 Recent studies not only find no “systemic” abuse of black 
suspects by the cops, but if anything, cops are more hesitant, 
more reluctant, to use deadly force against a black suspect 
than against a white suspect. The Manhattan Institute’s 
Heather MacDonald writes: “Regarding threats to blacks 
from the police: A police officer is 18.5 times more likely to be 
killed by a black male than an unarmed black male is to be 
killed by a police officer.”

Martin Luther KingMartin Luther King
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What This Son of 
Immigrants Knows 

About Building 
Businesses --- 

and the Dismay of 
Destruction

By David Harsanyi

It’s weird that this needs to be said, but here we are.
 Then again, the pundit who reprehensibly claims that 
destroying property “is not violence” risks nothing. She 

agitates for revolution from the safety of her apartment. Much 
the same, I suspect, most of those excusing the destruction of 
our cities — either contending that businesses “have insurance” 
or peddling false choices about life being “more valuable than 
property” — have never built a business themselves.
 Nor have I. Yet, I do know that having a business 
destroyed can be devastating, and “having insurance” won’t 
make victims whole.
 My parents were immigrants from Hungary. My father, 
who’d worked as an industrial chemist in the old country, ended 
up in New York’s jewelry district in the 1970s learning how to 
set diamonds. Learning a new craft takes patience and hard 
work. My mother, pregnant with me and unable to speak much 
English, would take the F-train from Rego Park to Manhattan 
to bring home necklace-beading work.
 Like millions of Americans, after years of plying a trade, 
saving money and taking out loans, my parents opened a small 
business in a strip mall in the suburbs.
 As a kid, I often walked the mile and a half from my 
elementary school to spend time at our small jewelry shop. I was 
no different from the kids in the neighboring liquor or Chinese 
food stores, where parents toiled away for endless hours.
 In those days, it was more common to see children helping 
out in family-run businesses, or at least that’s my recollection.
 One day — on a half-day of school, as my luck would 
have it — our shop was robbed. The fact that the strip mall 
was situated on a busy road, or that it was the middle of the 
afternoon, didn’t deter the thieves. Three men, two inside and 
one outside, pulled out guns and demanded the combination to 
the safe. They cleaned out the place.
 Seeing a sawed-off shotgun pressed against a family 
member’s head is not an experience I recommend. Yet, in 1981, 
many people in the metropolitan area had been either mugged, 
robbed, threatened or had their cars stolen. That year, New York 
City reported more robberies than in any year in its history — 
over 120,000 — and over 2,100 murders.
 Anyway, my parents had insurance. They were lucky 
enough to be reimbursed for the things that were stolen, but they 
would never see a penny for the years of preparation, exertion 
and sacrifice. I suspect thousands of Americans who have built 
business — given up time with their kids, spouses and parents — 
will end up in a similar circumstances due to the inability of our 
elected officials to stop criminals and cosplay revolutionaries.
 It’s unconscionable to see the attorney general of 
Massachusetts, the top law-enforcement officer in her state, say, 
“Yes, America is burning, but that’s how forests grow.”
 Is the forest growing in Minneapolis, where George Floyd 
was murdered? Doesn’t sound like it:
 The riots and arson that followed protests of George Floyd’s 
death have devastated organizations and businesses that serve 
communities of color. Destruction from the south side’s Lake 
Street to West Broadway Avenue in north Minneapolis has hit 
immigrant- and minority-owned businesses already struggling 
amid the pandemic-induced shutdown. Now, ethnically diverse 
neighborhoods are grappling with the loss of jobs, services and 
investments.
 Riots may excite the keyboard revolutionary, but they 
won’t bring racial equality. The opposite, in fact. Not only are 
the anarchists who burn and loot stores subjecting many of their 
neighbors to a dehumanizing experience, they are destroying 
poor and minority neighborhoods.
 Big businesses might be able to afford to fix the smashed 
windows and ransacked supply room, but family-owned ones 
are going to struggle. Chain stores have insurance, but the 
individuals and smaller manufacturers who depend on them for 
their livelihoods also are threatened.
 The big stores themselves will be paying higher insurance 
rates, and some of them may decide to never come back to these 
poorer neighborhoods. © 2020 Creators Syndicate

Lockdown
By Betsy McCaughey

Four months ago, America was told to trust public 
health experts. Never again. Most of them have 
revealed themselves to be left-wing ideologues 

cloaked in the mantle of science. On their advice, states 
slammed their economies shut, put 40 million people out 
of work, sent school kids home and pushed businesses into 
bankruptcy.
 These public health experts hardly blinked at the 
economic loss these lockdowns caused. Anyone who even 
expressed these concerns was denounced for putting 
dollars ahead of lives.
 Now, these same public health experts are doing 
a 180-degree turn, saying the threat of the virus is less 
important than big marches against racial injustice. Even 
though they admit the marches will lead to more infections. 
Hypocrites.
 Public health academics from the University of 
Washington, which created the virus forecasting model 
widely used by governors and the President’s Task Force, 
are circulating a public letter declaring the marches a 
higher priority than containing the virus.
 “This should not be confused with a permissive stance 
on all gatherings, particularly protests against stay-home 
orders,” the UW health experts add. Translation: No 
funerals for your loved ones, no congregating for causes of 
your own choosing. Only theirs.
 This isn’t science. This is political advocacy.
 Similarly, Jennifer Nuzzo, a Johns Hopkins 
epidemiologist, now claims the dangers of “systemic 
racism” exceed “the harms of the virus.” Sorry, professor, 
but that makes you a political pundit, not someone to call 
the shots on ending a pandemic.
 Remember that most public health experts didn’t 
have to give up their paychecks during the lockdown.
  Otherwise, they would have considered 
alternatives that spared most jobs and business failures. 
Vast swaths of the United States that had almost no 
infections were shut down, including upstate counties in 
New York.
 Economists from the University of Chicago and 
Northwestern University have shown how a geographically 
targeted approach, even within New York City, could have 
lessened the economic toll by more than one-third and 
spared areas like Staten Island. If the virus resurges in the 

fall, that approach could allow 87% of city businesses to stay 
open.
 In the scientific world, a drug is examined in clinical trials 
before it’s prescribed. But public health experts prescribed 
statewide lockdowns though they were untried and untested.
 A study published in the journal Nature purports to show 
60 million infections in the U.S. were prevented with these 
lockdowns. The Washington Post incorrectly calls that proof 
“the aggressive and unprecedented shutdowns” were the right 
call. Nonsense. The Nature study never considers how many 
infections could have been prevented with less draconian 
measures, including targeting nursing homes.
 Sadly, science is losing its luster as the profession puts politics 
ahead of the truth. Last month, two prestigious medical journals, 
Lancet and the New England Journal of Medicine, which until 
recently set the gold standard for scientific publications, had to 
retract articles they had published on hydroxychloroquine.
 Both had dispensed with rigorous peer review to rush out 
articles purporting to show that President Trump’s favored 
COVID-19 drug, hydroxychloroquine, endangers patients. 
They were so eager to ridicule the president that they ended up 
discrediting themselves. Turns out the data in the articles was 
bogus.
 No surprise. Lancet editors had published their own 
editorial a week earlier calling on voters to unseat Trump in 
November. As if a British medical journal should even have a 
position on the U.S. presidential election.
 Americans have learned a powerful lesson. When politicians 
tell us to follow the science, it’s not that simple. Many scientists 
have lost their legitimacy.
 They proposed a draconian lockdown without assessing its 
side effects on the rest of us. They demanded rigorous adherence 
to it, until, suddenly, they decided marching against racism was 
more important than preventing virus deaths. Americans won’t 
forget.
 Even guidelines for reopening are arbitrary, reflecting these 
public health experts’ fickle priorities. New York City residents 
had to wait until late June for sidewalk dining at restaurants. 
But it’s OK, even laudable, for throngs of protesters to march 
down the street, many maskless and shouting.
 (Betsy McCaughey is chairman of the Committee to 
Reduce Infection Deaths and a former lieutenant governor of 
New York.)        Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2020

How to Fall in Love With
America Again

By Josh Hammer

The past month has seen domestic turmoil perhaps unprecedented at any time since the heyday of Vietnam War 
protests. Simmering tensions from the coronavirus lockdowns, released in the national uproar over George 
Floyd’s unjust death in Minneapolis, have yielded large-scale angst and frequent condemning of America itself.

 Everywhere one looks, law enforcement’s “systemic racism” is decried (with barely an iota of tangible evidence). 
 Barack Obama’s once-radical complaint that racism is ingrained in America’s collective DNA has pervaded 
mainstream discourse.
 Iconic Super Bowl-winning New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees was nearly “canceled” for having the 
temerity to initially defend his decision to not kneel before the American flag during the playing of the national anthem. 
 And it was not too long ago that The New York Times’ ahistorical, mendacious “1619 Project” received a 
prestigious Pulitzer Prize.
 Contemporary American society is suffering from many crises, but one stands out above all the others: We have 
a crisis of gratitude. It’s time for Americans to fall in love with America again.
 It is, of course, true that America has always been imperfect. But we have continually strived toward a greater and more 
inclusive union — a union, crucially, that actually fulfills the enunciated principles upon which the nation was conceived. 
Quite literally, we have the battle scars to prove it — as the 600,000-plus deaths in the Civil War tragically evince.
 Far too many young Americans grow up and ultimately graduate from high school without any underlying 
appreciation of America’s structural and substantive virtues — or its unique role in the evolving history of Western 
civilization. A shockingly high percentage of adult Americans — an outright majority, according to reliable polling 
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Reconciliation and PeaceReconciliation and Peace

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
Dr. King’s dream each and every day:

1.  Heaven will be diverse. So, you might as well get used to it now! We learn from 
Revelation 7:9 that people from every tribe, tongue, and nation will be in Heaven, worshipping 
God together. Shepherd Church is a multi-racial, multi-ethnic, multigenerational church. So are 
many others; however, 300,000 churches in America still remain one color. This must change 
because a diverse church is a reflection of what Heaven is going to look like.

 2. Jesus came to break down the walls that divide. From Jesus’s eye-open-
ing conversation with the Samaritan woman in John 4, to Philip’s conversation with 
the Ethiopian Eunuch, the Gospel crosses cultural and racial barriers and unites 
people in Christ’s love. Galatians 3:28 declares that in Christ, every wall is broken 
down, and we are all one family. That doesn’t mean we don’t see and appreciate our 
differences; it just means we don’t allow them to divide us. (See also Galatians 2:11-
16 and Isaiah 52 and 53.)

3. When the world sees us lovingly care for all people…then they will see 
Jesus!  In John 17:20-21, Jesus prayed to Father and asked Him to make believers 
one, just as He and the Father are one. In verse 23, Jesus goes on to say, “…so that 
they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me 

and have loved them even as you have loved me.” The world will see Jesus when they see 
us as believers loving others. Ephesians 4:2-5 implores us to, “Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope 
when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all.” 

This is how we carry the baton of Dr. King’s dream, become ambassadors of reconcili-
ation and peace, and win hearts for Christ. Amen and amen. 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your 
Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, which 
has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJe-
sus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

There is no room for racism in the heart of the Christian. All racism is hate directed 
towards someone created in the image of God. The sin of racism is in the very fabric 
of this nation—its painful ripple effect is still felt, seen, and experienced today—but we 

must reject all forms of racism at every turn. Jesus shed His blood for all mankind, to bring 
peace and forgiveness, and to break down the walls that divide. When one comes to the cross, 
where the ground is level and where grace is freely given, we are then able to love all people 
with the grace we have been shown. 

We as a church have worked for decades to carry on the Lord’s request in 
Philippians 2:3 to value or consider others above one’s self. That is the opposite of 
racism—to look at others and not see them as equals, but as greater than yourself. 
Jesus was our example. Jesus was in no way our equal. He was far greater than us 
because He was the Son of God. Yet He humbled himself and came to this earth and 
died upon a cross (Philippians 2:5-8) so that we, in our sinful state, might find salva-
tion. Then we live with Him in His heavenly abode forever and ever. 

We must adopt Christ’s attitude of humility and love with everyone we 
know and meet, and it should go without saying that this includes our brothers and 
sisters of color. After the death of George Floyd, we have seen—like never before—
people of all races from all over the world standing together as one, in support of 
racial justice and equality. In his famous “I Have a Dream” speech, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. spoke of his longing for unity and peace and declared that it would take both black 
and white men and women standing together to make this dream a reality. Did you know 
that within the huge crowd of 250,000 people that gathered on August 28, 1963 at the Wash-
ington Monument, many Caucasians stood side by side with their African American broth-
ers and sisters? Addressing this, Dr. King said: 

“The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not 
lead us to a distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their 
presence here today, have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. They 
have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. We cannot 
walk alone.”

Indeed, we cannot walk alone. Here are three reasons why Christians must live out 

Where Have the Leaders Gone?
By Michael Reagan

Everyone everywhere is demanding that we reform the police.
 Everyone everywhere is demanding that we have to root out the “systemic racism” 
in our police forces because it results in innocent blacks being treated unfairly and even 

killed.
 The demands for reforming, defunding and even disbanding our police are being driven 
by the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis and the police shooting of Rayshard Brooks in 
Atlanta.
 But despite the global reaction to the tragic deaths of those black men at the hands of 
police, they are extremely rare events here in Los Angeles and elsewhere.
 As a black police officer in L.A. recently pointed out on his blog, during 2018 there were 
about 1.6 million contacts between LAPD officers and the public.
 Of those contacts, the number of “Officer-Involved Shootings” that ended in a death was 
33. Of those 33, most of whom were armed, two were black. The majority were Latino.
 The officer-involved shootings in 2019 were lower.
 The LAPD recorded 26 incidents resulting in the deaths of 12 suspects. Two were black 
men, eight were Latinos, one was white and one was not identified.
 That’s hardly evidence of a racist pandemic by police in Los Angeles, whose population 
of nearly 4 million is nearly half Latino.
 The national and local media never get around to telling us those key statistics, of course. 
Perspective doesn’t advance their narrative about racist police.
 There’s no denying that many police departments need to rethink the ways they interact 
with the public, especially those living in poor communities where crime rates are higher.
 But while everyone is demanding that police departments fix themselves, shouldn’t 
somebody be saying to the black population and its leaders, “Hey, wait a minute. What are 
you doing to reduce violent crime in your own communities?”
 Where are the black political and moral leaders who will ask blacks tough questions 
like, “What are you doing in your community to build strong two-parent families, keep your 
marriages together and make sure your child gets a good education?”
 Where, by the way, is Barack Obama?
 Wouldn’t he be the perfect guy to be on TV right now asking the black community tough 

questions and challenging young people to make successes of themselves the way he and so 
many other blacks have?
 Everyone agrees we need to get rid of the few bad police, train the many good cops better 
and treat all citizens equally under the law/
 But taking $150 million away from the police like they’re doing here in L.A. is not how to 
do that. It’s not going to make things better in the black community, it’s only going to punish 
the people who need the police most.
 Every encounter between a cop and a citizen, black or white, good guy or bad guy, is a 
potential tragedy, as we saw in Atlanta.
 The fewer encounters, the better it is for everyone. And the best way to keep the police out 
of any community, black or white or brown, is to not break the law.
 (Michael Reagan is the son of President Ronald Reagan and a political consultant.) 
 -  Creators Syndicate

— cannot name all three branches of the federal government.
 Ideally, we would begin to rectify this problem in a system of competing private schools that 
prioritize biblical literacy, the history of the West dating back at least to the thought of Plato 
and Aristotle, and so forth. But as long as local property taxes fund the public education cartel, 
we should be unafraid to forcibly guide public school curricula toward a more emphatically 
patriotic, pro-America direction.
 States should mandate that schools begin exposing children to the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence. Curricula should root out any and all vestiges of self-flagellation 
that instills in impressionable youngsters the destructive lie that America was founded for the 
purpose of perpetuating slavery. 
 Teachers should reward extra credit for students who would do research projects on the 
ideas and principles of the American founding and our greatest post-founding statesmen, 
such as Abraham Lincoln. Field trips should be more frequently encouraged, and perhaps 
mandated, to local historical sites. 
 Only by actual, physical exposure to our history and traditions can we reasonably expect 
the next generation of Americans to appreciate that history and those traditions. 
 The reality is that America is the freest, most prosperous and most just nation ever 
conceived. Our medical schools, technological advances, financial market sophistication, rule 
of law and higher education institutions are all the envy of the free world. Our Constitution is 
the greatest legal document ever devised for the governance of man over his fellow man. We 
truly have so much to be grateful for — and we need to make America grateful again.
 -  Creators Syndicate 

How to Fall in Love With
America Again

(Continued from page 2)
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A Tale of Two Americas
By Josh Hammer

What comes of a nation whose newspaper of record 
publicly caves to overwhelming pressure and 
repudiates an opinion piece written by a duly 

elected leading national legislator who boasts degrees 
from the nation’s most famous educational institution, 
has undeniably relevant life experience on the subject and 
advances an argument supported by a majority of citizens? 
America is about to find out.
 Last month, The New York Times, in perhaps the 
single most appalling bout of journalistic malpractice this 
century, reneged upon an op-ed by Sen. Tom Cotton about 
a dusty piece of federal legislation, the Insurrection Act of 
1807, that President Donald Trump had discussed a couple 
days prior.
 The headline read, “Send in the Troops.” In arguing to 
restore law and order in America amidst a once-a-generation 
anarchic breakdown, Cotton — a double Harvard alum, 
former U.S. Court of Appeals law clerk and Bronze Star 
Army combat veteran — spoke for a sizable majority of his 
fellow American citizens, according to reputable opinion 
polling.
 For the grievous sin of permitting a U.S. senator’s 
informed, erudite opinion to grace its opinion page, 
hundreds of staffers of the Gray Lady threatened a “virtual 
walkout.” The echo chamber that is left-wing Twitter 
went positively haywire, deeming The Times complicit in 
fomenting racial strife and/or outright bigotry.
 In cowardly fashion, The Times publicly threw under the 
bus its own junior editor who had edited the piece before its 
editorial page editor “resigned” in disgrace. Again, all The 
Times did was publish a well-informed argument by a U.S. 
senator who spoke on behalf of a majority of Americans.
 The yawning chasm between our bicoastal ruling class 
and the Americanists of the heartland has never been more 
starkly revealed.
 For decades, The Times, historically liberal but not 

quite leftist, invariably published a modicum of right-
leaning opinion with which its editorial board no 
doubt disagreed but that showcased editors’ purported 
commitment to the proverbial marketplace of ideas.
 Those days appear to be over: Now the frothing 
woke mob partisans appear to have a plenary veto over 
contrary opinion — no matter how popular that opinion 
or how credible its messenger. The mob is the sieve 
through which all opinion must be filtered.

  *  *  *
 The Times is, of course, a private company and is 
not constitutionally required to publish a diversity of 
opinions. Still, this is hardly a blueprint for a healthy and 
well-functioning country. Grand paeans to lofty ideals 
notwithstanding, a nation ultimately cannot survive 
unless it inculcates and cultivates a similar overarching 
set of concrete traits, customs and shared historical 
experiences across the entirety of its citizenry.
 Solidifying the mutual bonds of citizenship without 
which a free republic cannot endure is impossible when 
We the People not only do not consume the same media 
but also are precluded by powerful, self-appointed 
societal censors from even being aware of differing 
sentiments. I am proud to publish diverse perspectives 
at Newsweek, where I serve as opinion editor, but my 
experience is sadly an exception to the wider rule.
 The fraying of America into two discordant, silently 
warring tribes underscores all the nationwide mayhem. 
One tribe looks at the societal uproar and sees a decades 
long strive toward fuller equality and justice; the other 
tribe looks at the chaos and sees a ruinous and self-
destructive breakdown of law and order.
 But those in the former camp cannot plausibly claim 
to understand the grievances of the latter camp if their 
most prestigious arbiter of opinion refuses to consider the 

latter’s median viewpoint to be within the window of tolerable 
opinions for polite society.
 If the United States of America is to perdure without 
unraveling into two warring Divided States of America, we 
desperately need to recover our lost senses of civic unity and 
national purpose. Much of this can, and should, be done purely 
by private actors — think of casual human interactions like 
recreational league softball teams and book clubs. But there 
is a role for government policy here. Immigration policy must 
prioritize assimilation and cultural cohesion.
 Education policy must prioritize fostering civic knowledge 
and virtue. Economic policy must prioritize an industrial 
policy and re-shored critical supply chains over the ethereal 
interests of globalization. Our political leaders must rally in 
unison around cherished shared symbols like the national flag.
 The road back from the abyss will be arduous. But a 
unified American republic is worth fighting for. And it should 
not be too much to ask that our paper of record not repress 
U.S. senators who deign to speak on behalf of pro-rule of law 
national majorities.

© 2020 Creators Syndicate

America Is
Better Than This

By Armstrong Williams

The orchestrated violence roiling an increasing number of 
American cities is cause for considerable concern. There 
are myriad explanations being offered by the media and 

pundits. But the voices that are largely silent during this time 
of chaos are the very people who are a central factor in the 
lawlessness and violence that is spreading.
 Our societal problems are being exponentially magnified 
by the decline in the quality of personnel who advance to 
commanding, decision-making roles in police departments 
and mayoral offices. This impotence and incompetence is also 
on full display among the elected officials serving in the House 
of Representatives and the Senate.
 The profound lack of effectiveness of these self-important 
leaders in federal, state and municipal governments is now on 
display. This disappointing reality is the result of decades of 
decline in the abilities of people who are elected to serve the 
public but seem to spend far more time preening for cameras 
and promoting themselves to ever-higher levels in terms of 
title, compensation and power.
 The videos showcasing the execution of George Floyd put 
that moment on full display. A life was needlessly ended by an 
act of violence while powerless bystanders pleaded with police 
officers to act with decency and humanity. The arrogance and 
cruelty demonstrated by an officer sworn to serve and protect 
the very people he was crushing sickened the nation and 
shocked our conscience.
 Americans have been jolted awake and are focused now 
on the grave injustices that have become institutionalized. And 
many are increasingly frightened by a series of events that 
seem to be spiraling out of control.
 Sadly, the voices of those who are motivated not by justice 
but rather the quest for destruction, chaos and a collapse of 
our democratic system seem to be growing louder and more 
active than those of the huge numbers of Americans who desire 
constructive, systemic change in the way we are governed.

   *  *  *

 Bear in mind that some who are looting and creating 
mayhem are bands of opportunists and low-life thieves. But 
many others belong to organizations that are well-funded and 
have plans of action. Such groups, including antifa, plan and 
direct acts that require logistics, funding, equipment, weapons 
and the moving of tools of destruction to various cities in an 
attempt to foment unrest.
 The breathtaking incompetence of the FBI and other 
federal agencies, coupled with a lack of resources and effective 
tools and tactics that should be within every police department, 
are today visible to all. This inability to adequately protect 
businesses and law-abiding citizens from violence should 
enrage every American.
 Antifa is just one of the more visible operators being 
blamed for this chaos. But the truth is that we have a much 
larger, deeper and more chilling problem on our hands. There 
is no doubt in my mind that foreign intelligence services 
are orbiting in or around this issue and contributing to the 
violence.
 They see an opportunity to further destabilize the United 
States. They want to roll back our influence. Unable to defeat 
us militarily, they want to strike at us economically and to chip 
away at our society, causing the population to lose confidence 
and trust in our system and structure of government.
 We must not play into their hands. Pursuing justice in 
the wake of George Floyd’s murder is a noble aim. Creating 
systemic changes and identifying competent leaders who 
can improve our society is the right thing to do. Allowing 
ourselves to devolve into chaos, violence, wanton destruction 
and anarchy plays right into the hands of our nation’s enemies. 
Americans are better than that.

Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2020
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Helping You Stay 
Safer at Home

Our team members are essential city 
workers continuing to work hard while 
taking safety measures.

Our crews will respond to water and 
power outages. Call us or report an 
outage online at ladwp.com/outages.

We will not shut o�  your water 
and power for non-payment.

Need help paying your bill? We can help. 
Visit LADWP.com/fi nancialassistance or 
call us at 1-800-DIAL-DWP.

Your tap water is safe to drink. There 
is no need to buy bottled water. The 
coronavirus does not a� ect your 
drinking water.

ladwp.com 1-800-DIAL-DWP
We’re Here for You

During this uncertain time with the coronavirus, 
LADWP wants you to know that we are working 
24/7 to keep your power on and water fl owing.

How they ‘do G od’ in 
Brooklyn

By Tehilla R. Goldberg

An Upper West Side writer visiting an outer-borough is elevated by a truly “only in 
New York” experience
 As I was leaving a house in Brooklyn recently, out on the street, I noticed the 

host on his front balcony. I turned to thank him again when he nodded his head and 
signaled to me with his hand. He did not speak. I realized he was in the midst of prayer.
 That’s when I noticed the call and response of afternoon prayers emanating, in 
staggered fashion, from his house all the way to the end of his block.
 I looked up and saw stretched before me, one by one, each house with people 
outdoors, engrossed in prayer on their front porch.
 On the street, I was standing in the center of a makeshift synagogue, smack dab in 
the middle of the melodious chants of prayer.
 It was an ordinary day. A Sunday afternoon. It was a regular service. No singing. No 
special inspiration. Just an unskipped Mincha afternoon prayer.
 There’s a pandemic? We can’t leave our homes? OK, so we’ll improvise a way to 
continue praying legally. That’s what this outdoor Mincha service said to me.
 Being that it was Brooklyn, densely populated with block after block of observant 
Jews, no one needed to leave home in order to be part of this minyan. It was completely 
legal.

-  Jewish World Review

Temple Ahavat Shalom

Meet the New
Northridge Rabbi

At the tender age of 13, Becky Endman knew she would find her life’s work in the 
synagogue. Growing up at Temple Beth Hillel in North Hollywood, she taught Israel 
dancing, was active in NFTY, participated in Ha vurat Noar, the LA Ulpan and 

attended Camp Swig. These experiences, along with Rabbi Jim Kaufman’s admonition 
on the bima at her bar mitzvah that she should consider becoming a rabbi, influenced 
and shaped her future.
 Education was her calling. While a Judaic Studies major at UC San Diego, Rabbi 
Becky had the opportunity to work at Temple Solel in Encinitas teaching religious 
school and directing the youth group. She went on to get an MA in Education from 
Fingerhut School of Education at American Jewish University, followed by an MA in 
Hebrew Letters from Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, from which 
she became ordained in 2006.
 During her education she served as a rabbinic intern at Temple Or Ami in Calabasas. 
After graduate school she taught at Abraham Joshua Heschel School and Temple 
Isaiah, as well as a stint working for the URJ. These opportunities strengthened her 
commitment and shaped her core values of believing in partnerships with congregants 
and lay leaders, sharing the vision that speaks to the heart of American Reform Jewry 
and reinforcing the values of Judaism to bring us closer in relationship to God.
 Rabbi Becky has served as Associate Rabbi and Religious School Director at Kol 
Tikvah in Woodland Hills since 2010. She also teaches at the Melton School of Adult 
Learning and provides mentorship to rabbinic students at HUC-JIR

    *  *  *

 She is currently reading about theories of behavioral economics and how they affect 
strategic thinking about why people act in a particular way. “When we understand 
people, we can connect with people in deeper ways,” she said.
 She believes in positive psychology to help children have a good sense of self and 
has implemented a “gratitude attitude” into curriculums she has created.
 Rabbi Becky is married to Rabbi Joshua Hoffman, an associate rabbi at Valley 
Beth Shalom in Encino. Together they are raising three children who attend Jewish Day 
Schools. Ethan, 16, Arianna, 14 and Elizabeth, 11 have attended Camp Ramah and the 
URJ science and technology camp.
 “We are an interfaith family,” said Rabbi Becky. “Josh is Conservative, and I am 
Reform, but we have created a home that includes what speaks to both of us.”
 She said her first impression of the TAS community was one of warmth and hope. 
“My role during my first year at TAS is to get to know you, to teach you, to become a 
part of your life,” she said.
 “Our partnership at TAS is to be on this path together: It’s not my journey, it is our 
journey.”

By Fran Krimston
(For further information, contact Temple Ahavat Shalom at 818-360-2258.)

The Great Outdoors. Shimon Gifter 
(gifterphotos@gmail.com) for JewishWorldReview.com
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LA'’s Corrupt City Council: 
Silence is Deafening

By Jack Humphreville

CITYWATCHLA - There are sins of commission where politicians and their bagmen get caught with their 
hands in the cookie jar.  And then there are sins of omission where our politicians ignore corruption, fail 
to call out or investigate a fellow member of the Council for corruption, or refuse to place a measure on 

the ballot that would “limit opportunities for corruption.”  
 In March, a former councilman agreed to plead guilty to obstruction of justice.  Subsequently, Justin Kim 
was nailed for federal bribery charges and George Chiang and George Esparza, a former aide to Jose Huizar, 
agreed to plead guilty to racketeering charges.  
 Councilman Jose Huizar has also been identified as the leader of a “corrupt enterprise” and former 
Deputy Mayor Ray Chan has been implicated as member of the conspiracy.   
 And then we have the complicit real estate developers, including two billionaires who are alleged to have 
bribed Huizar.  
 But throughout this corrupt pay-to-play scandal that has been enveloping City Hall since November of 
2018 when the FBI raid the offices and home of Jose Huizar, the Mayor and the City Council have treated 
Huizar related corruption as an isolated incident of which they had no knowledge. Huizar was arrested June 
23. 
 How could they not know? 
 The Councilmembers and the Mayor have been feasting on the real estate developers’ dime for years, 
whether it is through campaign contributions and the control of community benefit slush funds. They have 
recommended consultants and lawyers that developers must hire to expedite their projects worth tens of 
billions through the City’s byzantine planning process.  They also earned the loyalty of the building trades 
by forcing developers to enter into project labor agreements that require the payment of the prevailing 
wage.  They also recommended their favorite contractors, subcontractors, and small and minority business 
enterprises.  All for their own benefit and often times not in the best interests of Angelenos.  
 On May 19, David Ryu introduced a motion, Limiting Unilateral Influence in Development Decisions 
(Council File 20-0609), to place a measure on the November ballot to amend the City Charter that would 
remove Section 245(e) from the City Charter and to “eliminate the ability of the City Council to overwrite the 
actions of the planning commissions and instead align the City Council’s oversight of planning commission 
decisions with the authority and process in place with all other City commissions.” 
 But this effort to “limit opportunities for corruption and reduce the discretionary land use powers 
exercised by the City Council for individual site-specific development projects” has gone nowhere.  There 
have been no committee meetings, even though the first deadline for placing the measure on the ballot was 
June 25. 
 Some might say that the failure of Nury Martinez and the rest of the City Council to follow up on Ryu’s 
motion to limit corruption is a sin of omission.  But no, it is a conscious decision, a sin of commission by all of 
the members of the City Council.  

L.A. City, County 
Homeless Populations 

Rise Again
Even before the coronavirus devastated the economy, the 

Southland’s homeless population had already grown significantly 
from the previous year, with efforts to provide housing again 

outpaced by the number of people falling into homelessness.
 According to the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, 
the homeless count conducted in January found that the county’s 
homeless population increased by 12.7% over the previous year, 
while the city of Los Angeles’ homeless population jumped by 14.2%.
 In January 2019, Los Angeles County had 58,936 homeless 
people, but this year’s number rose to 66,433. The city of Los Angeles 
counted 36,165 in 2019, and 41,290 in January.
 According to LAHSA, the agency put more people in housing in 
the past year than ever before, but the number of people falling into 
homelessness over the same period continued to exceed the rate at 
which people were being housed.
 LAHSA’s data shows that black residents are four times as 
likely to be homeless in Los Angeles County, while the number of 
white people who are homeless roughly tracks their share of the 
overall population. Latino residents are slightly underrepresented 
in the homeless count relative to their population share. The report 
concludes that 15,000 fewer people would be
homeless if not for institutional racism.
 Elise Buik, the president and CEO of the United Way of Greater 
Los Angeles, said the city’s passage of Proposition HHH and the 
county’s adoption of Measure H, both of which commit funding to 
build permanent supportive housing and shelters, helped get people 
off the streets, but it’s not enough.
 ``We’ve seen our rehousing system ramp up to help serve our 
most vulnerable and move into high-gear to respond to COVID-19,’’ 
Buik said. ``Now it’s time to create an L.A. County where no one 
spends more than 30% of their income on housing. We’ll need to 
build more housing, prevent more homelessness and get federal, 
state, county and city funds working together to do it.’’
 In Los Angeles County, the number of homeless seniors, defined 
as people 62 years old and older, rose from 4,255 to 4,939 in the last 
year, but sheltered homeless seniors also rose from 976 to 1,351. The 
sharp spike raised new alarms, although the senior population has 
been a particular focus of Project Roomkey, which expanded rapidly 
to shelter homeless people in hotels or motels during the coronavirus 
outbreak -- after the count was completed in late January.
 Despite the rise in homelessness, LAHSA has counted more 
people who are now sheltered or housed, rather than living in street 
encampments or in their cars. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, 
LAHSA reported more than 6,000 people have been housed through 
programs including Project Roomkey. The goal is to move 15,000 
people most vulnerable to the coronavirus into temporary housing 
through this and other programs and then find longer-term solutions.
 The number of homeless people who said they suffered from 
substance abuse more than doubled this year, which LAHSA 
attributed to refined data, rather than a dramatic change in the 
population. Outreach efforts showed in 2019 that 7,264 homeless 
people reported they had problems with substance abuse, while 
12,869 said they said serious mental health issues. In January, 15,023 
homeless people said they had substance problems and 14,215 said 
they had serious mental health issues. Many suffer from both.
 Another disturbing statistic is that more than half of women 
living unsheltered have a history of domestic or sexual violence, 
according to the survey.
 LAHSA reported 59% of the homeless people they surveyed 
said their plight was due to economic hardship, and two-thirds of 
unsheltered adults said they were homeless for the first time.
 ``The homeless count shows we’re lifting 207 people out of 
homelessness every day -- 74 more daily than last year -- a monumental 
achievement by any measure,’’ Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark 
Ridley-Thomas said. ``The problem is, we’re being outpaced by 227 
people falling into homelessness every day.
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ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

UCLA Announces Preparations 
for the 2020-21 Academic Year

 Last year, according to the Washington Post, the police 
killed nine unarmed blacks. They killed 19 unarmed whites. 
In recent years, about 50 cops have been shot and killed 
annually in the line of duty. So, more cops are killed each year 
than are unarmed black suspects.
 Minneapolis in 2020 is not Birmingham, Alabama, 
in the ‘50s. The top cop is not a racist segregationist like 
Birmingham’s infamous Bull Connor, who sicced dogs and 
turned water hoses on civil rights protesters. The police chief 
of Minneapolis is Mexican-American and black. The mayor 
is a young Democratic liberal. The district’s U.S. House 
representative is black. The vice president of the city council is 
black, as is the state attorney general.
 In Baltimore, where in 2015, a black man named Freddie 
Gray died in police custody, how could one, with a straight 
face, argue that resident blacks suffer from “institutional” 
racism? The mayor was a black female; the top two officials 
in the police department were black; the city council was 
majority black; the state attorney who brought the charges 
against six officers was black; three of the six charged officers 
were black; the judge before whom two officers tried their 
cases was black; the U.S. attorney general was black, as was 
the president of the United States. Institutional racism?
 Finally, why didn’t President Barack Obama’s 
administration deal with this alleged “systemic” or 
“structural” or “institutional” police brutality against blacks 
in his eight years in office? © 2020 Creators Syndicate

The Riots: 
Checking the Facts

(Continued from page 1)

The Great Threat to America, and to American Jewry
(Continued from page 1)

 He then asked the sergeants to hold the line.
 “Remember,” he added, “you work for a higher 
authority.”
 For American Jews, the violent riots constitute a 
challenge on several levels. First, there is the challenge of 
squaring their political identity with their Jewish identity. As 
the 2014 Pew survey of American Jews showed, around half 
of American Jews identify as progressives. As progressives, 
many American Jews share the views of their non-Jewish 
progressive counterparts regarding the need to prioritize the 
interests of minority communities over their own interests.
 But the Jews’ progressive desire to work on behalf of 
those demonstrating for African Americans places their 
political identity on a collision course with their Jewish 
identity. Black Lives Matter, the radical group leading the 
demonstrations, is seen as an anti-Semitic organization. 
BLM was formed in 2014 as a merger of activists from the 
anti-Semitic Nation of Islam, the anti-Semitic Black Panthers 
and Dream Catchers. In 2016, BLM published a platform 
that has since been removed from its website. The platform 
accused Israel of committing “genocide” and referred to the 
Jewish state as an “apartheid” state.
 The platform accused Israel and its supporters of 
pushing the United States into wars in the Middle East. The 
platform also officially joined BLM with the anti-Semitic 
BDS campaign to boycott, divest and sanction Israel. BDS 
campaign leader Omar Barghouti acknowledged last month 
that the goal of the BDS campaign is to destroy Israel. BDS 
campaigns on U.S. campuses are characterized by bigotry 
and discrimination directed against Jewish students.
 BLM’s platform’s publication was greeted with wall-
to-wall condemnations by Jewish organizations from across 
the political spectrum. But today, Jewish progressive are 
hard-pressed to turn their backs on the group, despite its 
anti-Semitism. As white progressives, they believe they 
must fight America’s “structural racism” even at the cost of 
empowering social forces that reject their civil rights as Jews. 
As Jews, they feel that their rights should be protected. One 
progressive Jew tried to square the circle writing in the Los 
Angeles Jewish Journal, “Today Jews need to support Black 
Lives Matter; tomorrow we can talk about Israel.”
 As white progressives radicalized over the past decade, 
radical Jewish progressives built a formidable Jewish 
organizational framework whose mission is to advance the 
progressive revolution. They have worked to recast Judaism 
itself as the apotheosis of progressive revolutionary ideals. 
 Last month, Tablet published a 20,000-word essay titled 
“Bend the Jews,” on Bend the Arc, the flagship organization 

spawned by those efforts.
 Bend the Arc first rose to the attention of the general 
public in 2018 in the wake of the massacre of worshippers at 
the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. The organization 
quickly put out a statement blaming President Donald 
Trump for the massacre. When Trump came to the 
congregations to pay his respects, Bend the Arc organized 
demonstrations against him.
 Bend the Arc may not have members, but it has an 
annual budget of tens of millions of dollars. $28 million of its 
budget comes from three non-Jewish foundations that have 
no other foothold in Jewish organizational life. On the other 
hand, one of the funders, the Rockefeller Foundation, is well 
known for its generous support for radical anti-Israel and 
BDS groups.
 To achieve its goal of reshaping the worldviews of 
American Jews, among other things, Bend the Arc trains 
Conservative, Reform and Reconstructionist rabbinical 
students. It also pays the salaries of associate rabbis in 
various communities. With many synagogues long steeped in 
financial crisis due to dwindling membership, Bend the Arc’s 
ability to pay rabbis makes its involvement with synagogue 
hiring an attractive option for many communities. This is 
doubly true for synagogues whose members are progressive.
 As progressive politics paralyze Jews from acting against 
anti-Semites in their political camp, levels of anti-Semitic 
sentiment among white progressives are rising. As Goldberg 
reported, as white progressives became radicalized on issues 
related to minorities and immigration, they also turned 
against Israel. Today white progressives are hostile to Israel. 
And Goldberg argued that while they express support for 
Jews, “their sympathy toward and concern for Jews has 
become more conditional.”
 What is it conditioned on? On Jews not being opposed 
by blacks or other minorities that are considered by white 
progressives to be less privileged than Jews are.
 On the burning streets of America today, leftist Jew-
hatred is on clear display. Although New York Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio has prevented New York police from taking 
firm action against looters and arsonists, he did instruct 
them to use all necessary force to prevent ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish children from going to school. Police in Brooklyn 
chased a group of Hassidic children and their mothers off a 
playground in Williamsburg.
 Even worse, synagogues have been vandalized in New 
York and Los Angeles. According to Yeshiva World News, 
75 percent of Jewish-owned stores in an Orthodox enclave 
of Beverly Hills were looted. 

UCLA will begin to offer a number of in-person, on-
campus courses, as well as limited on-campus student 
housing, for the 2020-21 academic year, the university 

announced.
 To maintain safety, strict infection-control procedures 
and daily symptoms checks will be required for everyone 
coming to and living on campus.
 ``The health of our students, staff, and faculty is of para-
mount importance and guides our planning process,’’ UCLA 
Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost Emily Carter said. 
``As previously announced, the UCLA COVID-19 Future 
Planning Task Force has been hard at work, identifying op-
tions and recommendations for the fall. I appreciate their 
thoughtful work, the options they presented, and their rec-
ommendations.’’
 The plan’s key points:
 -- UCLA anticipates that 15% to 20% of courses will 
be offered on site or in an on-site and remote hybrid format. 
These include, but are not limited to, some laboratory cours-
es, some performing arts classes and some courses in clinical 
health fields, as well as other classes that would be difficult to 
offer remotely;
 -- on-campus housing will be provided at a lower pop-
ulation density to a limited number of students, with some 
rooms set aside for quarantine or isolation. Housing offers 
for the academic year will be prioritized based on a variety 

of factors, including students’ financial need for affordable 
housing, the distance of a student’s primary residence from 
campus, and the enrollment preferences of third- and fourth-
year students who may wish to take courses or participate in 
other activities offered on campus. UCLA also aims to offer 
housing to as many first-year students as feasible; some of 
these offers will be determined by lottery. UCLA Housing will 
reach out to students regarding available accommodations by 
June 29; and
 -- recommended infection-control procedures will 
be in place on campus, including physical distancing, de-
densifying classrooms and other spaces, frequent cleaning of 
classrooms and facilities, and the wearing of face coverings 
while on campus, consistent with guidance from the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health. In addition, 
daily symptom checks will be required for everyone coming 
to campus or living in campus housing. Testing and contact 
tracing protocols for COVID-19 will also be in place.
 UCLA said it will continue to offer a wide range of 
student and campus life activities, as well as co-curricular 
programming, both remotely and in-person, with proper 
physical distancing and in accordance with public health 
guidelines.
 Given the constantly evolving situation with COVID-19, 
some or all of these plans could change based on public health 
recommendations, campus leaders said.
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“I Have a Dream”
A s we worry about a fractured nation, let us pause to hear a clarion moral 

voice whose prophetic words are relevant to us today and who speaks to 
America’s future: Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream speech. 

 May we each internalize Dr. King’s message of non-violence and call to action.

 I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest 
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.
 Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand 
today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great 
beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames 
of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their 
captivity.
 But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, 
the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains 
of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island 
of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One 
hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners 
of American society and finds himself an exile in his own 
land. And so we’ve come here today to dramatize a 
shameful condition.
 In a sense we’ve come to our nation’s 
capital to cash a check. When the architects 
of our republic wrote the magnificent words 
of the Constitution and the Declaration 
of Independence, they were signing 
a promissory note to which every 
American was to fall heir. This note 
was a promise that all men, yes, black 
men as well as white men, would be 
guaranteed the “unalienable Rights” 
of “Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.” It is obvious today 
that America has defaulted on this 
promissory note, insofar as her 
citizens of color are concerned. 
Instead of honoring this sacred 
obligation, America has given the 
Negro people a bad check, a check 
which has come back marked 
“insufficient funds.”
 But we refuse to believe that the 
bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse 
to believe that there are insufficient 
funds in the great vaults of opportunity 
of this nation. And so, we’ve come to 
cash this check, a check that will give us 
upon demand the riches of freedom and the 
security of justice.
 We have also come to this hallowed spot 
to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. 
This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off 
or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is 
the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the 
time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the 
sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the 
quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to 
make justice a reality for all of God’s children.
 It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This 
sweltering summer of the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an 
invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but 
a beginning. And those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will 
now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. 
And there will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his 
citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of 
our nation until the bright day of justice emerges.
 But there is something that I must say to my people, who stand on the warm 
threshold which leads into the palace of justice: In the process of gaining our rightful 
place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for 
freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct 
our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative 
protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and again, we must rise to the 
majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force.
 The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not 
lead us to a distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced 
by their presence here today, have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our 
destiny. And they have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our 
freedom.
 We cannot walk alone.
 And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead.
 We cannot turn back.
 There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, “When will you be 
satisfied?” We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable 
horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with 
the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of 
the cities. We cannot be satisfied as long as the negro’s basic mobility is from a smaller 

ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long as our children are stripped 
of their self-hood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating: “For Whites Only.” We 
cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York 
believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be 
satisfied until “justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream.”
 I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and 
tribulations. Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. And some of you 
have come from areas where your quest -- quest for freedom left you battered by the 
storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the 
veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is 
redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go 
back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern 
cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed.

 Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends.
 And so even though we face the difficulties of today and 

tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in 
the American dream.

 I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up 
and live out the true meaning of its creed: “We 

hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal.”

 I have a dream that one day on 
the red hills of Georgia, the sons of 

former slaves and the sons of former 
slave owners will be able to sit down 

together at the table of brotherhood.
 I have a dream that one 
day even the state of Mississippi, 
a state sweltering with the heat 
of injustice, sweltering with 
the heat of oppression, will be 
transformed into an oasis of 
freedom and justice.
 I have a dream that my 
four little children will one day 
live in a nation where they will 
not be judged by the color of 
their skin but by the content of 
their character.
 I have a dream today!

 I have a dream that one 
day, down in Alabama, with its 

vicious racists, with its governor 
having his lips dripping with 

the words of “interposition” and 
“nullification” -- one day right there 

in Alabama little black boys and black 
girls will be able to join hands with little 

white boys and white girls as sisters and 
brothers.

 I have a dream today!
 I have a dream that one day every valley 

shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall 
be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the 

crooked places will be made straight; “and the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.”

 This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with.
 With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. 
With this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a 
beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to 
pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, 
knowing that we will be free one day.
 And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God’s children will be able 
to sing with new meaning:
 My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers 
died, land of the Pilgrim’s pride,    From every mountainside, let freedom ring!
 And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true.
 And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.
 Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York.
 Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania.
 Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado.
 Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California.
 But not only that:
 Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia.
 Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee.
 Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi.
 From every mountainside, let freedom ring.
 And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from 
every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed 
up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old 
Negro spiritual:
 Free at last! Free at last!
 Thank God Almighty, we are free at last! 
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