
I am the Nation.I am the Nation.
I am the Flag of the

 United States of America! 

I was born on July 4, 1776.  And the Declaration of Independence 
is my birth certificate. The bloodlines of the world run in my 
veins, because I offered freedom to the oppressed. I am many 

things, and many people. I AM THE NATION!
 I am 330 million living souls – and the spirit of millions who 
have lived and died for me.
 I am Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. I stood at Lexington and 
fired the shot heard around the 
world. I am Washington, Jefferson, 
and Patrick Henry. I am John Paul 
Jones and Davy Crockett. I am Lee 
and Grant and Abe Lincoln.
 I remember the Alamo, the Maine, 
Pearl Harbor and the Twin Towers. 
When freedom called I answered and 
stayed until it was over, over there. I 
left my heroic dead in Flanders Field, 
on the rock of Corregidor, on the bleak 
slopes of Korea, the steaming jungle of 
Vietnam, and the hot sweltering deserts of Iraq 
and Afghanistan.
 I am the Brooklyn Bridge, the wheat lands of Kansas, 
the fertile lands of the West and the sweet syrups of Vermont. I 
am the coalfields of West Virginia, the oil wells of Texas, the Golden 
Gate and the Grand Canyon. I am Independence Hall, the Monitor 
the Merrimac.
 I am big. I sprawl from the Atlantic to the Pacific…my arms 
reach out to embrace Alaska and Hawaii …three million miles 
throbbing with industry and technology. I am more than 2.2 million 
farms. I am forest, field, mountain and desert. I am quiet villages, 
residential communities – and cities that never sleep.
 You can look at me and see Ben Franklin walking down the 
streets of Philadelphia with his loaf of bread under his arm. You can 
see Betsy Ross with her needle. You can see the lights of Christmas 
and Chanukah, and other religions, as the calendar turns. 
 I am Babe Ruth and Fernando Valenzuela and the World Series. 
I am 100,000 public schools, 5,300 colleges and universities. Over 
100,000 places where my people worship G-d as they think best. 

I am a ballot dropped in a box, the roar of a crowd in our many 
stadiums, and the voice of a choir. I am an editorial or a news story 
in the Valley Voice, and a letter, email or text to a Congressman.
 I am Eli Whitney and Stephen Foster. I am Tom Edison, 
Albert Einstein and Billy Graham. I am Will Rogers, the Wright 
Brothers, and Neil Armstrong, John Glenn, Alan Shepard and 
Gus Grissom. I am George Washington Carver, Jonas Salk, and 

Martin Luther King and Cesar 
Chavez.
 I am Thomas Paine, 
Longfellow, Harriet Beecher 

Stowe, and Walt Whitman.
 I am a pen, mightier than the 
sword, and stand for liberty and 
freedom of the press. I am the Valley 

Voice of Porter Ranch.
   I am the Statute of Liberty and have 
watched over the New York Harbor 

since 1886, greeting our immigrants, 
and on my base is inserted the date of the 

American Declaration of Independence of July 
4, 1776. Yes, I am the symbol of liberty, part of my 

name, lighting the world. Inscribed on a bronze tablet, 
inside the pedestal, is my greeting to those passing by:
 "Give me your tired and poor, your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send 
these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me. I lift my lamp inside the 
golden door." 
 Yes, I am the nation, and these are the things that I am. I was 
conceived in freedom and G-d willing, in freedom, I will spend the 
rest of my days.
 May I possess always the integrity, the courage and the 
strength to keep myself unshackled, to remain a citadel of 
freedom. Let our Stars and Stripes be a beacon of hope to our 
great nation, and the world.

 This is my wish, my goal, my prayer in this year of 2021 
two hundred forty five years after I was born.

Covering Porter Ranch, Northridge, Granada Hills, Chatsworth, and Valley Communities West of the San Diego Freeway

Volume 16, Number 7    5781  July 2021

YOUR Award-Winning
Local Newspaper

     FREE
Everywhere

Find Us 24 Hours a Day at:
www.evalleyvoice.com



July, 2021 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 2

UTLA Chapter Chairs Pass 
Resolution Calling for End of 

US Aid to Israel
Last month, members of the United Teachers Los Angeles, an affiliate of the American 

Federation of Teachers and the second largest teacher’s union in the country, voted 
overwhelmingly in support of a statement calling on the United States to end funding 

to Israel.
 At a meeting of chapter chairs of the United Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA), members 
voted to support a resolution that explicitly calls for the immediate cessation of the evictions 
in Sheikh Jarrah, the bombing of the Gaza strip, support for the Boycott, Sanctions and 
Divestment Movement (BDS), and an end to all US aid to Israel.
 The resolution was overwhelmingly passed by several chapter chairs who, much like 
shop stewards, are campus representatives to UTLA. Whether or not the resolution will 
be passed along to the UTLA leadership or voted on by the rest of the membership is 
uncertain. Members of UTLA are asked to pass this resolution at all of their local chapters 
as a way of beginning a rank and file conversation about how to organize against U.S. 
imperialism within their union and the wider labor movement. 
 Portion of the resolution by the Harbor City area of chapter chairs:
 
 “Moved, that UTLA express our solidarity with the Palestinian people and call for Israel 
to end bombardment of Gaza and stop displacement at Sheikh Jarrah. 
Further moved that UTLA calls on the administration of U.S. President Joe Biden to stop aid 
to Israel. 
 Further moved that UTLA endorse the international campaign for boycotts, divestment, 
and sanctions against apartheid in Israel.” 
 
 The resolution also calls Israel an apartheid state. Rebuttals to all anti-Semitic, anti-
U.S. falsehoods appear in this issue.

Teachers Politicking 
At Their Own Risk

From June 29th to July 3rd, America’s largest labor union, the National Education 
Association (NEA) held voting on two motions attacking Israel - New Business Item 29 
(NBI 29) and New Business Item 51 (NBI 51).

  NBIs 29 and 51 are part of a larger pattern. In recent weeks, teacher’s union leaders 
in San Francisco and Seattle passed resolutions endorsing the destructive Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel. BDS systematically promotes 
national origin discrimination against Israelis, as well as antisemitism more broadly.
 The purpose of the movement is not to change Israeli policy as some claim, but to isolate 
and pressure Israel until it ceases to exist. BDS co-founder Omar Barghouti has said, “we 
oppose a Jewish state” and that Jewish people “are not entitled to self-determination.” 
BDS also actively harms peace efforts by opposing cooperation between Israelis and 
Palestinians. Finally, BDS tears apart communities and institutions around the world, 
promoting needless division and hate.
  NBI 29 calls for one-sided, “support for the Palestinian struggle” and demands that 
the U.S. cut off support for Israel. The motion also promotes dehumanizing smears 
about “ethnic cleansing.” In reality, the Palestinian population has grown by millions, and 
Israel’s government has pledged nearly $1 billion to protect and improve lives in Arab 
communities. The motion never mentions the racist terrorist group Hamas and does not 
condemn its war crimes against Israelis and Palestinians. Instead, it glorifies a “heroic 
struggle” against Israel. This approach can only fuel more conflict, not justice and peace.
 NBI 51 calls for the NEA to officially partner with a deeply misleading and problematic 
campaign - No Way to Treat a Child. This campaign is run by a group whose leaders 
have promoted violence and are closely tied to the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), a U.S. designated terrorist organization. The PFLP is responsible 
for hundreds of terrorist attacks and has murdered many civilians. This includes 
a massacre in which terrorists killed 17 Puerto Rican tourists and 9 others at an Israeli 
airport. This campaign also ignores Palestinian leaders who constantly violate the rights 
of Palestinian children by recruiting them as child soldiers, digging military tunnels and 
storing weapons in schools, and using textbooks that promote hatred and violence.
  These dehumanizing campaigns against Israel are anything but harmless. Anti-Israel 
narratives have fueled a shocking spike in hate crimes against Jewish communities across 
the United States, including assault, vandalism, and harassment. Too many teachers and 
students are wondering whether or not they are safe and welcome, and NBIs 29 and 51 will 
only add more fuel to the fire.
 We must not allow anti-Semitic, anti-American teachers to return to the classrooms.

NEVER AGAIN! 
The Growing Leftist 
Wave Of Jew Hatred 

and the Need for Israel
By Kenneth S. Alpern

One of the greatest and boldest things the late Democratic President Harry 
Truman did was to recognize the State of Israel on May 15, 1948.
 This was a controversial action in which President Truman listened to his 

key advisor Clark Gifford, and for which he crossed swords with an infuriated 
Secretary of State George Marshall.  
 Truman was no saint. He regularly did use racist language against Jews and 
Blacks; he did not wish to address the NAACP. Yet Truman was dragged into 
recognizing the statehood of Israel and speaking to the NAACP to proclaim civil 
rights for all citizens because he knew it was the right thing to do. 
 Democrats and Republicans alike had problems with Jews -- President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt refused to let Germany exile their Jewish population, and hence 
the Nazis (National Socialist Party) in Germany came up with their “Final Solution” 
to kill all the Jews so they could get their hands on Europe. 
 Ever wonder why Democratic President Jimmy Carter got the idea to let in anti-
Communist refugees from Vietnam and Cuba, from which the American economy 
has benefited for decades?  
 “Never again” was the mantra of Israel’s formation -- and Democratic 
President Carter both succeeded in his Camp David Accords to bring Egypt and 
Israel to peaceful recognition of each other, while Democratic President William 
Jefferson Clinton came so close to a successful Oslo Accord between Israel and the 
Palestinians. . . 
 . . .which came on the heels of Israel supporting Muslim Bosnia against genocidal 
Serbia in their own conflict in the 1990s This happened because Israel maintained 
the “Never Again” policy, attracting the admiration of Muslims throughout the 
world. 
 Republican President Donald Trump recently achieved a host of Arab-Israeli 
recognitions and peace treaties between Israel and many of their Arab neighbors 
(and former opponents). But did American Jews recognize the Republican Party as 
the new defender of the Jewish state? 

 A ridiculous equivalency drawn between Israel and Gaza is coming from the Left, 
all the way up to President Joe Biden. Jews both in the United States and in Europe 
better figure what “Never Again” means as soon as possible. 
 It is no coincidence that a Gaza-Israel conflict occurred within months of the 
beginning of the Biden Administration, after years of Gaza and Iran having been forced 
to obey American and Arab demands to behave. 
 Who knew that roughly 70 years later, Democrats would be turning a blind eye to 
pro-BDS labor  and teachers unions? 
 The acceptance of Leftist anti-Jewish sentiments (more than just anti-Israel) is 
horrifying. 
 Their educational and factual premises and their rewriting of history are all entirely 
wrong, and Jews both in the United States and in Europe better figure what “Never 
Again” means as soon as possible. 
 When Google reassigns (but doesn’t fire) global diversity lead Kamau Bobb, Jews 
both in the United States and in Europe better think about what “Never Again” means. 
 When Republicans are having to delay the Biden Administration from sending 
more funds to Palestinians (which go straight to Hamas and other Jew-hating, Israel-
hating organizations), this signals a dangerous shift in the Democratic Party of Truman 
to the Democratic Party of Biden.  
 Jews in the United States and Europe should decide what “Never Again” means 
soon because American Progressives are terrifying Jews into having to confront a “new 
normal” of terror over wearing kippahs and other Jewish attire. 
 Some of you reading this now will think that former President Donald John Trump 
got a raw deal with the claims of Russian interference in American politics. Some of you 
will think that President Trump deserved every criticism he got about foreign policy, 
and that the “right wing” is the source of anti-Israeli and anti-Jewish sentiment.  
 Sorry, readers, but the equivalency between Israel -- with rockets being fired on 
it from Hezbollah and Gaza/Hamas after giving up its southern Lebanon and Gaza 
buffer zones -- and those firing on Israel civilian centers while hiding behind civilian/
school/hospital targets is based on a ridiculous equivalency coming from the Left -- all 
the way up to President Joe Biden.
 Hence the Jew-haters make the case for Israel, from British politician Jeremy 
Corbyn to the former porn star Mia Khalifa to the models Bella and Gigi Hadid) who 
regularly attack both Israel and its Jewish, Christian and Muslim supporters. . .  . . 
.because the Jew/Israel-haters forget the many times Israel has reached out to Gaza, 
and actually gave Gaza its own independence. They forget how Muslim Egypt, as well 
as the Muslim Gulf states, despise the Gazan leadership. 
 Let’s continue to support the dignity of all peoples. . .but to the rapidly endangered 
community of Jews throughout the world, let’s remember the following: 
 NEVER AGAIN!
 
 (Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los 
Angeles, Orange, and Riverside Counties.)
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New York Times 
Anti-Semitic 
Blood Libel

By Jim Sinkinson 
President, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)

T hough most New York Times readers would not likely have realized it, the dramatic, 
front-page, full-color photo collage of children killed in the recent Hamas-Israel 
war was a crudely repackaged version of a classic blood libel against the State of 

Israel and the Jewish people.
 On May 28th, after Israel ceased its defensive operations to stop Hamas rocket fire and 
ensure security for Israel’s citizens, the New York Times plastered a collage of 67 children’s 
faces who were killed in the recent conflict, under the title “They Were Only Children.”
 A caption under each photo in the associated article described how each child died. The 
captions under 64 of the children perversely named Israel to be the cause of their deaths. The 
truth, of course, was quite the contrary.
 Gaza’s terrorist-designated Hamas dictatorship, which started the fighting unprovoked 
by attacking Israeli citizens with thousands of rockets, determined the pace and intensity of 
the war, as well as the targets of Israeli retaliation.
 While the Times insinuated that Israel chose to kill these children—and that Israel’s 
actions were unjustified at best and malicious at worst—in fact, every one of those 67 children 
died at Hamas’s hands.
 Ever since the Middle Ages, Jews and Jewish communities around the world have been 
regularly accused of killing innocent non-Jewish children in a bloodlust or in the service of 
fantastical religious services. Over hundreds of years, such false accusations of murder have 
come to be known as anti-Semitic “Blood Libel.”
 Unfortunately, these numerous ‘Blood Libels’—none of which were backed by a shred 
of evidence—resulted in oppression, mass murder and expulsion of Jews in various countries 
in Europe and the Middle East.
 Such blood libels were used by the Nazis as propaganda for the genocide of the Jewish 
people. Even today, there are still many who hold this bizarre obsession with Jews lusting 
after the blood of non-Jewish children. According to historian Magda Teter, there are many 
websites and social media pages trumpeting these dangerous lies.

    *  *  *

 Despite the New York Times’ almost daily criticism of the Jewish state—and its decades-
long tradition of siding with Israel’s enemies—the front-page photo-collage reinvigorated 
an anti-Semitic canard, and clearly crossed a line.
 Hundreds of thousands of people die in violent conflict and war around the world every 
year—19,444 died in Afghanistan and 19,044 in Yemen in 2020, to say nothing of tens of 
thousands more in Syria, Somalia and Iraq. Not one of these conflicts was deserving of 
a NYT front-page photo collage.
 Moreover, the NYT collage project context deceptively hid the context of the children’s 
deaths. It did not mention the reason these children died.
 IDF radar images show that some 15 percent of all rockets launched by Hamas and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) fell short inside Gaza, unquestionably killing and injuring 
many Palestinians inside the enclave. Initial research indicates that failed Palestinian rocket 
launches killed at least nine of the children pictured in Friday’s NYT. Still, the New York 
Times absolves Hamas of the responsibility for their deaths.
 Finally, the images provide no clarification as to the remarkably low ratio of children’s and 
civilian’s deaths in Israel’s wars with Hamas. Colonel Richard Kemp, former Commander 
of British Forces in Afghanistan, notes that a United Nations study showed “that the ratio of 
civilian to combatant deaths in Gaza was by far the lowest in any asymmetric conflict in the 
history of warfare.”
 Kemp argues that the low ratio was achieved through unprecedented measures by the 
IDF to minimize civilian casualties, including warnings to the population via telephone calls, 
radio broadcasts and leaflets, as well as granting pilots the discretion to abort a strike if they 
perceived too great a risk of civilian casualties.
 He also states that the civilian casualties that did occur could be seen in light of Hamas’ 
tactical use of Gazan civilians “as human shields, to hide behind, to stand between Israeli 
forces and their own fighters” and strategic use of them for exploitation of their deaths in the 
media.
 None of this was mentioned in the New York Times front-page. It was a deliberate 
attempt to gain sympathy for the Palestinians and to tar Israel with the “child-killers” image. 
It met all “three Ds” of anti-Semitism: Delegitimization of Israel, Demonization of Israel and 
subjecting Israel to Double Standards.

There Already is 
A Palestinian State

By Dan Gordon,
JewishWorldReview.com

In the current, tragic, round of fighting any number of misconceptions, half truths and 
outright falsehoods are daily bandied about by politicians, media pundits and cable 
comics who have begun to fancy themselves Mid East experts and moral arbiters of a 

conflict of which they are woefully uninformed.
 Supposedly, this conflict resulted from “ expulsions “ of Palestinians, by Jewish “ 
settlers”. In reality there were no expulsions. There were eviction notices given to a handful 
of Palestinian families after a decades long court battle to get them to pay rent to the trust, 
which, Israel’s courts have ruled, are the rightful owners of the dwellings. Because Israeli 
laws regard them as “protected tenants”, all the residents had to do was pay rent in order to 
stay in their homes. This they have refused to do. Not for months nor years, but for decades. 
This was a landlord /tenant dispute which in some cases has been in court for thirty years. 
So much for the “gross human rights violation”, “expulsions”, and ethnic cleansing in 
Jerusalem.
 (That is not to say that expulsions and ethnic cleansing have not taken place in Jerusalem. 
In 1948, when Jordan conquered the Old City and East Jerusalem, they did indeed expel 
the Jewish residents, many of whose families had been there almost a thousand years, and 
whose Jewish connection to that city go back three thousand years, 1600 years before the 
Prophet Mohammed was born. My Great grandfather’s home in Jerusalem was razed and 
his grave desecrated; his gravestone, like other Jewish memorials used as a paving stone.)
 Indeed the six Palestinian families facing eviction notices were given what amounted to 
squatters’ rights to the land seized by the Jordanians from its Jewish owners in 1948. Jordan 
occupied East Jerusalem for only 19 years. The fact that those families were able to live in 
their homes for decades is due to the protections provided them by Israeli courts for decades.
 But the concept which gets the most play is that the residents of Gaza are homeless 
refugees living under a harsh Israeli occupation, and that all the problems between the 
Israelis and Palestinians would be solved were it not for Israeli settlers gobbling up land and 
thus precluding any possibility for a viable “Two State Solution” which would lead to the 
creation, at long last, of a Palestinian State.
 The “Two State Solution” or concept of “ Two States for Two Peoples”, we are told 
repeatedly, is the utopian goal to which an intransigent Israeli government is the sole 
impediment.
 This unfortunately ignores the fact that there already is, and indeed, has been, a de facto 
Palestinian state for over fifteen years.
 It is called Gaza.

    *  *  *

 Gaza has a defined population and territory, and a government whose rule is supreme. 
While it is under the same quarantine by Israel, which the US imposed on Cuba under 
President Kennedy (for the same reason- threat of rocket and missile attack), it is obviously 
not under the control of either of its neighbors, Israel or Egypt, since it has been free to go to 
war against one of those neighbors (Israel), four times in a little over a decade.
 It maintains a standing army and possesses a rocket arsenal larger than that of any 
European NATO member. It has a charter, levies and collects taxes, and exercises ( poorly) 
all the functions of government, from health care and education to sewage management ( 
though the latter includes pollution on a catastrophic scale, by dumping raw sewage into the 
Mediterranean).
 More than just the trappings of a state, Gaza possesses all the blessings any state could 
possibly hope for. It has a mild climate, thriving agriculture, and industrious people. It has a 
Mediterranean Port and some of the best beaches on the Mediterranean. It is geographically 
blessed as the gateway between Europe and the Arab world. It could, and indeed, it should, 
be the Singapore of the Middle East.
 Is that hyperbole? Absolutely not! Gaza is two thirds the size of Singapore. It is larger 
than Malta. Both of those are certainly viable and successful states. Literally, all Gaza would 
have to do to become a Paradise of peace and unbelievable prosperity, is to do what its 
Moslem Arab brethren have already done in the Abraham accords; admit that that the 
Jewish State of Israel has as much right to exist within its borders as any other country in the 
region. That is neither theoretical nor utopian. The Abraham Accords have already ushered 
in a new era of opportunity in commerce, science , the arts, tourism, and agriculture for all 
its signatories.
 The only thing Gaza doesn’t have, which is keeping it from becoming a virtual Paradise, 
is a government that strives more for the success of its own people, than the annihilation of 
the people of its neighbor.
 The way in which Hamas chooses to bring its people to Paradise is by forcing upon them 
the role of shahid, or martyr. Hamas’s most expensive weapons, their rockets and terrorist 
tunnels are designed for one purpose, to kill Jews.
 One of Israel’s most expensive weapons systems, Iron Dome, is designed for one purpose; 
to neutralize the rockets launched to kill Jews.
 Therein lies the difference.
 In addition to Iron Dome, Israel builds shelters and warning systems for its people. 
That is why there is disproportion in the number of casualties. Hamas ignores its people 
and builds bunkers beneath hospitals to protect Hamas’ elite. It’s people, quite literally, be 
damned.
 The bottom line is, there exists today a de facto Palestinian State. Maybe there should 
be a second Palestinian State in the West Bank. But the question needs to be asked, what has 
been done with the Palestinian State which has existed, for all practical purposes, for fifteen 
years?
 It’s sole raison d’etre, according to its own charter, is the destruction of the Jewish State.
 Israel, on the other hand, has never attacked Gaza other than in retaliation for attacks 
emanating from Gaza.
 What have the rulers of Gaza done to improve the lives, not of Israelis, but of their own 
people?
 Free Gaza? Absolutely! But not from Israel. Free Gaza from the suicidal/genocidal 
policies of its Hamas rulers. Then no-one will have to die to get to Paradise.

 (Dan Gordon is the screenwriter of such movies as The Hurricane (Denzel Washington) 
and Wyatt Earp (Kevin Costner). In over forty years in the IDF he served as a sniper in an 
armored infantry unit, as an officer in the Military Spokesperson Brigade, and finally as 
the Documentary Officer of the Givati infantry Brigade. He served in Six of Israel’s armed 
conflicts.)
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JOIN US ON CAMPUS
FALL @ MOORPARK COLLEGE 

ENROLL NOW:
bit.ly/MC-together

1400+ON CAMPUS & ONLINE COURSES

VOTED BEST COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
IN CALIFORNIA

Moving Forward Toge ther.Mov ing Forward Toge ther.

IT’S THE BEST TIME TO ENROLL 
Mooraprk College is offering a wide range of learning formats this Fall:
IN-PERSON Fully on Campus Courses in Safe Space classrooms.
HYBRID Courses that are partially in class and partially online.
HYFLEX Courses on campus in the classroom, while others watch live online.
ONLINE Courses available fully online.

STUDENT STIMULUS MONEY
There are funding opportunities for everyone. In addition to traditional  
funding, we have a student stimulus cash grant program available regardless  
of your income status. In order to qualify, you simply need to enroll in  
6 units or more. You can receive up to $1000.00. 
You may also get financial assistance on registration fees, 
books, parking fees, and child care. ENROLL NOW.

WRAP AROUND SUPPORT
Choices. Funding. Support. Complete wrap-around student support.  
All the services you need to follow your individual path on your  
path to better job skills and your higher education goals.  

For more information, use the QR code  
below or go to: bit.ly/MC-together
You can also contact the Financial Aid office 
and speak to a specialist: 805.378.1462
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As the final book in the New Testament, Revelation is filled with frightening 
beasts, epic battles, natural disasters, and coded language. It documents 
the ultimate struggle between good and evil, and it contains many harsh 

warnings such as Revelation 3:16. Yet, it is also a love story with a timely message 
of encouragement and hope. 

Revelation was written by the apostle John, a devoted follower of Jesus, while 
he was imprisoned on the island of Patmos. He was sent there by the Ro-
mans as punishment for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. John wrote 
Revelation as a letter in a coded language called “Apocrypha” in order to 
get God’s message past the Roman guards and to its intended recipients—
the seven churches that were located in Asia Minor.  

It’s also important to understand the purpose of Revelation, and in or-
der to do so, we must consider the adversity John experienced at the hands 
of the Romans and what was going on in the Church at the time. Christians 
were not only facing severe forms of torture and persecution by the Romans 
because of their faith, but also were being influenced more and more by 
the sinful things of the world. John tells us that some of the churches were 
compromising their beliefs and becoming lukewarm and lethargic, like the 
Laodiceans in Revelation 3. There was rampant sin and immorality to the degree 
that it was becoming difficult to see the difference between those who professed to 
know Christ and those who did not.  

John wrote this letter to warn those who had lost their way that the Day of 
Judgment was coming and to encourage the faithful to resist worldly temptations. 
In spite of his suffering and imprisonment, John possessed patient endurance in 
Jesus (Revelation 1:9).  He wanted to embolden the Church to grab a hold of this 
same resolve.

Revelation 3:16 focuses on the church at Laodicea, which is a lot like the 
church in America today. Located in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), the church 

Hot or Cold?Hot or Cold?
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford

-  Shepherd of the Hills

in Laodicea was overrun with materialism. They put their trust in their gold, wool, and 
medical advancements. They weren’t on fire for the Lord, and Jesus said that their luke-
warm Christianity literally made Him sick. These are difficult and convicting words to 
hear, but as is always the case in God’s Word, this story will end with hope and encour-
agement. 

If you are a lukewarm Christian—neither on fire for God, nor cold—the good news 
is that God still loves you, and He wants you to repent. Our God is so loving 
and patient. He is waiting for you to turn from being lukewarm to becoming 
on-fire for Him, so He can give you the abundant joy that only comes with 
serving Him wholeheartedly. Won’t you do that today? Hebrews 3:15 says, 
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion.” Open your heart to the Lord and let him come in and be not only 
your Savior, but also your Lord.

John’s message is just as relevant today as it was back then. It is a mes-
sage about repenting, turning back to God, and living a life that is honoring 
to Him—so that we will be found in good standing when He Son Jesus returns 
to defeat evil once and for all.  In this story of unusual creatures and scary 

beasts, John tells us not to fear (Rev. 1:17). In this drama with tyrannical Roman 
emperors and Christian persecution, John tells us to remain steadfast in Christ because 
the Almighty will return soon with a reward for us (Rev. 22:12). To learn more about 
following God with your whole heart, please join us for weekend services at Shepherd 
Church. 

    Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share 
Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd 
Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch services 
online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram.

Be water e�  cient.
The L.A. WayThe L.A. Way

Free water e�  cient devices for 
your kitchen and bathroom at 
ladwp.com/freewcitems

Jewish GuardForce
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles launched a program to train and educate 

security guards at local Jewish facilities to stem a recent rise in antisemitic incidents.
 The PRT Guard Force training program will ``use the latest in computer-based 

training to educate security guards in topics such as Jewish cultural training and identifying 
the diverse population that makes up the local Jewish community, historical attacks, attack 
vectors, the terrorist planning cycle, as well as verbal de-escalation techniques,’’ according 
to the federation.
 The Jewish Federation began its Community Security Initiative in 2012, and since 
then has compiled a database linking hundreds of Jewish sites, visited over 300 synagogues, 
schools and other institutions, and trained more than 4,000 people in safety and security 
awareness.
 ``We simply will not stand idly by as our community is targeted,’’ said Ivan Wolkind, 

the federation’s chief operating officer. ``With CSI and our new PRT Guard Force training 
program, we have the means and the vision to protect our beloved community from this 
recent horrible rise of anti-Semitism and from all those who wish to do us harm.’’
 According to the Anti-Defamation League, antisemitic incidents are up 115% nationally 
in the last month alone. Locally, data from the Los Angeles Police Department show that in 
the first half of 2021, hate incidents are up 56.3%.
 Last month, security footage showed a perpetrator attempting to throw a block of 
concrete through the windows of a synagogue in Century City.
 That incident came on the heels of the assault and beating of several Jewish diners 
targeted the night of May 24, hours after a large protest in support of Palestinian rights amid 
the violence between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.
 About 24 hours before the restaurant attack, an Orthodox Jewish man was seen on 
surveillance video being chased by a pro-Palestinian caravan attempting to run him over 
near Rosewood and La Brea avenues.

LA Home Prices
The median price of a single-family home in Los Angeles County edged up 1%, but sales of 

existing homes dropped slightly, the California Association of Realtors reported.
 The median home price countywide in May was $725,680, compared to $718,440 in 

April, according to CAR.
 On a year-over-year level, the price was 31% higher; in May 2020, the median price of an 
existing single-family property was $553,710, data showed.
 Statewide, the median price was $818,260, compared to $814,010 in April -- up .5%. In 
May 2020, the median price was $588,070, reflecting a year-over-year rise of 39%.
 The median represents the point at which half of homes sell above a price, and the other 
half below it.
 ``A lack of housing inventory continues to push up prices,’’ CAR Chief Economist Jordan 
Levine said.
 He said rising interest rates and ``declining affordability’’ are keeping some buyers out of 
the market, but ``new listings have finally started to rise, which could help to sustain a higher 
level of home sales deeper into summer by providing much-needed supply.’’
 Home sales countywide sank about 3%, but they were up roughly 81% year-over-year, 
according to CAR.
 The association’s Unsold Inventory Index for May indicated the median time a property 
was on the market before it sold in California was seven days. In Los Angeles County, it was 
eight days.

Complimentary

Exer for Student Athletes
With youth sports returning after nearly a year, navigating new guidelines and added 

safety protocols in place by LAUSD and the CA Department of Education can be 
confusing for any parent. As high school student athletes are required to submit health 

authorizations prior to summer 2021 training, Exer Urgent Care is offering complimentary 
physicals, and advanced testing like EKGs, to support the return of students to sports 
throughout SoCal. We wish to gauge your interest in sharing this no-cost program with others 
who may be in search of healthcare partners for their children.
  About Exer’s Sports & Schools Program - As a “one stop shop” for all family health 
needs, Exer Urgent Care is helping families navigate the transition from at-home learning to 
the sports field through their Sports & Schools Program, featuring complimentary screening 
exams and EKGs (electrocardiogram).  New to the 2021 program, EKGs are offered to all 
qualifying high school athletes as an added service that is recommended for student athletes 
ages 12 and older who have had mild or moderate COVID-19 symptoms, existing conditions 
or family heart-related history. 
 Registration for the Exer Sports & Schools™ Program is now open. For more information, 
or to register your school, visit ExerUrgentCare.com/exer-sports-schools. For a full list of the 
20 Exer clinic locations visit exerurgentcare.com/locations/.



granted tenure on the basis of competence and merit. Holding political or religious views 
at odds with leftist orthodoxy must no longer bar qualified professors from holding faculty 
positions. Restoring intellectual pluralism to the academy is essential.
 Students must be exposed to a wide range of opinions and worldviews, be encouraged 
to think critically about them and be allowed to draw their own conclusions concerning 
them. Dissenting opinions should be welcomed, respected and encouraged. Institutions must 
remove toeing the line of leftist orthodoxy as a requirement for advancement for students 
and professors. Student grades and admission to graduate school must be based on merit, 
not fealty to “wokeness.”
 The teaching and learning environment must be conducive to the civil exchange of 
ideas. Differing points of view must be welcomed and the right of people to hold them must 
be protected. Academic freedom must be revived and practiced in ways that bolster and 
ensure the integrity of the teaching and learning process.
 Furthermore, our institutions must stop treating students like helpless children whose 
delicate feelings must be protected and start requiring maturation. Colleges and universities 
are supposed to prepare students to excel in a world that does not revolve around them, 
not protect them from such a world. Institutions of higher education should be intellectual 
boot camps developing our future leaders, not daycare centers coddling adults who refuse to 
grow up.
 This reorientation to academic excellence must begin in our local government school 
systems, starting with kindergarten, but that’s a topic for another column.

 (Oliver L. North is a combat-decorated U.S. Marine, No.1 bestselling author, and founder 
and CEO of Fidelis Publishing LLC and Fidelis Media LLC. Find out more about him at www.
olivernorth.com. David L. Goetsch is a Marine Corps veteran, member of the Florida Veterans 
Hall of Fame, professor of business, Christian counselor and author of 76 books. Find out 
more about him at www.david-goetsch.com.)

For more than a century, the United States was home to the best college and university 
system in the world. High-potential students from all across the globe came here to study. 
Many stayed after graduating and used their education to benefit America. During 

this time, few institutions contributed more to America’s prosperity, quality of life and 
technological superiority than the academy. Unfortunately, over time, higher education in 
America has changed, and not for the better. The academy is in decline because it is suffering 
from self-inflicted wounds.
 Too many of our colleges and universities have become “woke” institutions governed 
by political correctness rather than a commitment to free speech and genuine scholarship. 
By allowing themselves to fall under the control of leftist ideologues advancing an agenda 
at odds with the purposes of higher education, many colleges and universities have become 
academic gulags focused primarily on leftist indoctrination. Many now operate more like the 
“reeducation” camps associated with communist nations than institutions of higher learning.
 Too often, college graduates have been taught what to think, not how to think; sheltered 
from differing points of view; encouraged to supplant logic and reason with feelings; and given 
dubious degrees without having to work for them. Too many have majored in meaningless 
academic programs meant to advance a leftist agenda, such as critical race theory, rather than 
develop skills necessary to become the leaders, innovators and entrepreneurs of tomorrow.
 In short, too many college graduates have spent four or more years in adult day care 
rather than higher education. As a result, disillusioned graduates now ask themselves if 
pursuing a college degree was worth it. Many now believe they paid too much, got too little 
and wasted four or more years of their lives majoring in pseudo-degree programs of no value 
except in the minds of leftist indoctrinators masquerading as college professors.
 Can America’s colleges and universities be saved from the left? Perhaps, but major 
changes will be necessary. First and foremost, the academy must return to the values that 
made it great, including the pursuit of truth, free inquiry, free speech, free thought and respect 
for a wide range of opinions and worldviews. Next, professors must be hired, promoted and 
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INCREDIBLE CAREINCREDIBLE CARE INCREDIBLY  CLOSEINCREDIBLY  CLOSE

Providence and Cedars-Sinai are partnering to better serve the people of the San Fernando Valley. 
Our newly expanded, state-of-the-art hospital, which will be completed in early 2023, will bring 

the highest-quality healthcare available, right to your own backyard.
Learn more at incrediblecaretarzana.org

Starts with Kindergarten

Saving America’s Colleges
And Universities From ‘Wokeness’

By Oliver L. North and David L. Goetsch,
Creators Syndicate

Hackers Showcase America’s Vulnerabilities
By Armstrong Williams, Creators Syndicate

Among many claimed benefits, cryptocurrencies supposedly offer two significant benefits 
over fiat currencies: 1) autonomy and 2) discretion. This past month, the U.S. federal 
government took them both down.

 The U.S. Department of Justice issued a press statement that it had seized $2.3 million in 
cryptocurrency. The seizure was the result of the FBI’s Colonial Pipeline investigation. As a 
reminder, Colonial Pipeline, the U.S.’s largest pipeline for refined oil products, was the victim of 
a cyberattack. Against the U.S.’s wishes and policies, Colonial Pipeline paid millions in ransom 
to retake control of the pipeline.
 According to the FBI, they had found and recaptured a majority of the ransom paid by 
Colonial. The FBI tracked the Bitcoin Colonial sent to the attackers recorded on the Bitcoin 
ledger utilizing a block explorer. The fact that the FBI was able to track and recover the 
cryptocurrency undermines these concepts of autonomy and discretion. If Bitcoin doesn’t offer 
these benefits, then where is the actual value above fiat currencies? The trading price of Bitcoin 
has tumbled since this news broke. Have investors started to ask these same questions?
 Russian hackers continue to hack U.S. companies. Next, will be government entities, maybe 
even our military arsenal. This should raise flags about our outdated infrastructure. This is 

urgent, and we need to protect U.S. infrastructure by any means necessary.
 I, like most Americans who are rational thinkers, was concerned reading the details of what 
the FBI has supposedly accomplished in response to the Colonial Pipeline ransomware attack. 
The FBI shared how they accessed DarkSide and operate on the dark web. In so doing, they 
released shockingly sensitive data, which surprised me. The dark web is the ugly part of the 
internet. If the press release is to be believed, the first question that comes to mind is why the U.S. 
government would release such details about what they did and how they did it. If the Colonial 
Pipeline actions are all true, and the law enforcement wraps up and arrests and penetrates 
Anom devices, this unique access and capability are gone today. The question then becomes why 
the U.S. government would expose so much sensitive access, tools and capability.
 U.S. government hackers digitally pickpocketed DarkSide, the possibly Russian 
“ransomware as a service” provider that targeted Colonial Pipeline. They accessed a private 
key for one of DarkSide’s Bitcoin wallets and seized 63.7 Bitcoins ($2.1 million today) from it — 
85% of the 75 Bitcoins in ransom Colonial Pipeline paid to DarkSide (then worth $4.4 million, 
now worth $2.5 million). However, this is just a tiny fraction of the $90 million in total ransoms 
DarkSide is thought to have collected before it shut down.
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MOORPARK COLLEGE LIVE SUMMER THEATRE PRESENTS
The Unlikeliest Hit Musical About The Unlikeliest of Heroes

TICKETS ARE FREE  
But Seating is Limited

Reserve a Seat Now

CALL MC/PAC Box Office: 805.378.1485 
ONLINE: moorparkcollege.edu/pac

FREE LIVE SHOW 
JULY 22 - AUGUST 8
Thursday-Saturday @ 8pm 
Sundays @ 2pm

STUDIO THEATER 
MC Performing Arts Center  
PAC-100 @ Moorpark College

Moorpark College Campus 
7075 Campus Road, Moorpark CA 93021

The 25th Annual

     
PUTNAM COUNTY

SPELLING 
      BEE

A hilarious tale of 
overachievers’ angst as six 

adolescent outsiders vie for the 
spelling championship 

of a lifetime.

Libertarian View

Capitalism Makes Us Better Off
By John Stossel

I have debunked three myths about capitalism. Here are four more:
 Myth No. 4: Capitalism creates unsafe workspaces.
 “Greedy capitalists” will risk workers’ lives to increase production if government, 

through agencies such as the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, or OSHA, 
doesn’t stop that.
 It’s logical to assume that government regulation saves lives. Workplace deaths 
dropped after the OSHA was created. Government officials like showing a graph of the 
decline.
 But if you bother to also look at data from before the OSHA’s creation, you see that 
deaths fell at the same rate before regulation began! Why?
 “As we become richer, we become safer,” says Dan Mitchell of the Center for Freedom 
and Prosperity.
 Wealth created by capitalism lets us afford safety devices and build machines to do 
dangerous work. The OSHA is like someone jumping in front of a parade and claiming 
he led the parade.
 “We need more capitalism because when people get rich, they can afford more 
safety!” adds Mitchell.
 Myth No. 5: “Unfettered” capitalism created evil “robber barons” who got rich by 
“exploiting” workers and consumers.
 It’s true that more than 100 years ago, a few entrepreneurs, such as John D. 
Rockefeller, amassed a huge amount of wealth.
 But Rockefeller was neither robber nor baron. He was not born rich, and he didn’t 
rob. He got rich by offering consumers better deals.
 Rockefeller developed ways to deliver oil for less. He won customers by lowering  the 
price of kerosene from 26 cents per gallon to about 6 cents.
 For the first time, average people could afford fuel for lanterns so they could read 
after dark. Rockefeller may have even “saved the whales” by making oil so cheap that 
killing whales to get whale oil was no longer practical.
 His competitors hated him for cutting prices. It was they who convinced the gullible 
media to call Rockefeller and other entrepreneurs “robber barons.”
 Cornelius Vanderbilt was also born poor. At age 11, he quit school to work on boats.
 Then he invented ways to make travel cheaper. He cut the New York-Hartford fare 
from $5 to $1.

 Because of capitalists like them, Mitchell points out, “We went from agricultural 
poverty to a country characterized by middle-class prosperity.”
 Still, I’m told that even if capitalism brings us cheaper or better products, it just 
isn’t “good for us.”
 That’s Myth No. 6.
 Of course, capitalism can breed nasty materialism. Fox News’ Tucker Carlson 
sneers, “Does anybody believe cheaper iPhones or more Amazon deliveries of plastic 
garbage from China will make us happy?”
 Mitchell responds, “We’re not buying iPhones and plastic garbage unless we think 
it’s better for us than the dollars that we have!”
 That’s a very important point. No capitalist gets our money unless we voluntarily 
choose to exchange it for whatever he’s selling. As Mitchell puts it, “Capitalism is the 
only system that gives people the liberty to make their own choices.”
 Myth No. 7: Capitalism’s pursuit of profit drives businesses to create robots that 
will eventually take away most everyone’s job.
 It could happen. Artificial intelligence is powerful. Maybe this time is different.
 But again and again, experts predicted that employment was about to decline — 
and again and again, they’ve been wrong.
 Some people do lose jobs. Capitalism promotes creative destruction.
 It’s terrible for the fired employee.
 But it’s good for most everyone else. It’s what allows for innovation.
 Mitchell points out, “The computer destroyed the typewriter builder’s job, 
electricity took candlemakers’ jobs,” but those jobs were soon replaced with better 
ones.
 Capitalism has continually generated more jobs. When America began, 90% of 
workers worked on farms. Now fewer than 2% do. And there are millions more of us.
 “As long as our economy has the dynamism that free markets allow,” says Mitchell, 
“we’re going to see more job creation and higher income levels. That’s what makes the 
children and grandchildren of typewriter makers so much better off. No other system 
anywhere in the world has ever come close to capitalism’s ability to generate mass 
prosperity.”

-  Creators Syndicate 

Liberal View

Reality Bites: Life After Trump
By Susan Estrich, Creators Syndicate

I never thought I would say it but I miss Donald Trump. Not as president, certainly not 
that. But as a distraction.
 Remember how every morning you could wake up to screaming headlines about 

the latest outrageous Trump tweet? By the time you could fully digest its inanity, there 
would be yet another one. To those of us who thought that he could go no further, he 
proved us wrong on Jan. 6.
 What a relief from thinking about real problems. What a salve for the pain just under 
the surface. You could spend half a therapy appointment just railing against Trump. You 
couldn’t get through an entire dinner without discussing anything but Trump. Cast your 
other worries aside and just worry about Trump.
 And then came my old friend Joe Biden, one of the most decent men in politics, 
someone who wakes up every day and tries to do what is right for our country and the 
world. Could there be anything more boring?
 He doesn’t tweet. He doesn’t say outrageous things. His top aides, starting with Ron 
Klain, a brilliant lawyer who I remember from his student days, are focused on their 
work, not their brand. No Sean Spicers. No Kellyanne and George Show.
 Even “Saturday Night Live” is getting dull, which explains the Elon Musk of it all.
 But for the rest of us, who don’t have a Musk equivalent to distract us, real life has 
returned. I wake up worrying not about Trump but about my family, about money, 
about myself.
 And I can’t really blame Trump for any of it. So I have to blame myself.
 Joe Biden has ushered in a new era of responsibility. COVID-19? Get a vaccine. No 
appointment necessary. No cost.

    *  *  *
 I remember when Republicans — and most Democrats — laughed at the idea of 
giving people money to help them deal with poverty. Minimum income? Any candidate 
who even came close to the idea could be certain to lose.
 That was then. We’ve been giving away enough money that, for some or many, it 
made sense not to work. Wages are actually creeping up to fill open positions. “Help 
Wanted” signs predominate over the “For Lease” signs.
 I can’t begin to count how many speeches and white papers I did in the ‘80s about 
the deficit. Now we just print money. The deficit is beyond imagining, so we don’t talk 
about it.
 As for the clown show that has become the United States Congress, thanks to the 
likes of Representative Marjorie Taylor Green, it doesn’t even amount to a distraction. 
No Jan. 6 commission because Republicans believe in blindness. No infrastructure deal 
because they apparently like potholes and failing transit systems. No nothing.
 In California, folks were gearing up for an old-fashioned recall campaign against 
the governor who dined at the French Laundry. But Gavin Newsom managed to buy his 
way out of that crisis, and, anyway, inside dining is back.
 And poor Trump. There he was, trying his best to distract us with his new website, 
but the Trumpers didn’t come. The biggest news generated by the website was its closure.
 Of course Trump still dreams of returning to the job he supposedly hated, according 
to some accounts, well in advance of the next election.
 But it’s not going to happen. The Trump show is over. Any day now, he’ll be hacking 
hair dye on late-night TV.

 In the meantime, the rest of us, deprived of our daily distraction, are left to face the 
reality of a new world we don’t quite understand, and of the old problems we never did 
solve.
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YOU DESERVE TO KNOW THE TRUTH...

To receive free FLAME updates, visit our website: www.factsandlogic.org

Some mainstream press and politicians whitewash the BDS 
position, representing it as legitimate criticism of Israeli policy 
toward Palestinians. The truth is, BDS stands openly against 
the very existence of Israel—and advocates anti-Semitic 
measures to destroy the Jewish state.

What are the facts? 
The U.S. Senate recently passed a landmark bill—the 
Combating BDS Act—upholding the rights of states 
to punish companies that discriminate commercially 
against Israel. While the ACLU, a few media and several 
presidential candidates opposed this Act, saying it violates 
free speech rights, this rationale ignores the fundamental 
nature of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement.

In fact, BDS has nothing to do with political speech and 
everything to do with commercial discrimination against 
a religious and ethnic group—Jews—as well as opposition 
to Jewish national self-determination. Imagine these media 
and politicians objecting to an act of  Congress meant to 
protect the existence of  a religiously Muslim or racially 
black country that is opposed by its enemies solely for 
religious or racial reasons.

Yet, as facts show—and despite media misrepresentations—
this is precisely the intention of the BDS movement. 

BDS doesn’t just criticize Israeli policy, it opposes 
the state of Israel. BDS doesn’t simply question Israel’s 
“occupation” of its Jewish biblical homeland, Judea-
Samaria (the “West Bank”). Rather BDS opposes Israel’s 
occupation of the entire Holy Land. The BDS slogan says 
it all: “Palestine shall be free from the (Jordan) river to the 
(Mediterranean) sea”—meaning the entire state of Israel. 
Indeed, BDS founder, Omar Barghouti admits, “If the 
occupation ends, would that end support for BDS? No, it 
wouldn’t—no.” Why do the media neglect this damning fact? 

BDS doesn’t criticize any other nation for its 
treatment of Palestinians. While BDS attacks Israel 
stridently for its defensive policies in the disputed 
territories and Gaza, the movement does not criticize 
any other nation or ethnic group. It ignores the slaughter 
of  Palestinians in Syria. It voices no objection to brutal 
discrimination against Palestinians in Arab Lebanon, 
where for 70 years Palestinians have been prohibited from 
leaving their refugee camps, practicing in many professions 
and even owning land. This double standard proves that 
BDS is not a Palestinian support group—rather it is an 
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel group, bent on the destruction of 
the only Jewish state. Why do journalists fail to reveal this?

BDS doesn’t criticize Hamas or the PLO for their 
cruel oppression of Palestinians. Israeli-Palestinians 

enjoy full equality under law and more civil liberties and 
economic opportunity than Arabs anywhere in the Middle 
East. By contrast, Palestinians living under the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) in Judea-Samaria suffer 
under rampant corruption and the repressive dictator- 
ship of  Mahmoud Abbas. Palestinians under the Islamist 
yoke of  terror group Hamas in Gaza suffer even more, 
living in a virtual police state, whose meager resources are 
focused on conquering Israel. 

Political criticism is legal. Commercial-based racial 
discrimination is not. Like any democracy, Israel 
welcomes valid criticism—especially since the country, at 
just 70 years old, is a thriving, dynamic work in progress. 

Israel’s legal system has ruled 
against many of  Israel’s policies 
regarding Palestinians. Israel’s 
legislature—including Arab 
caucuses—vigorously debates 
such issues, which are reported 
by a free press.

But the BDS movement does 
not seek policy changes. As the 
BDS website, literature and 
public speeches make clear, 

its entire agenda is dedicated to turning the world’s only 
Jewish state into the 51st Muslim-majority nation. While 
the U.S. constitution protects free speech, it also prohibits 
discrimination against ethnic, religious and racial groups. 
For this reason, the Combating BDS Act is legal, ethical 
and politically appropriate, especially since Israel is by far 
the United States’ staunchest Middle East ally.

The canard that the Combating BDS Act is a violation of 
free speech rings disingenuous, even hateful. The United 
States already has hundreds of laws that prevent economic 
discrimination based on ethnic, religious and racial identity. 
Indeed, this objection appears no more than a hypocritical 
excuse invented by Israel haters to justify their opposition to the 
world’s only Jewish state.

What Does BDS Really Want?
Media often report that the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement is a 
“protest against Israeli occupation of the West Bank”—but facts prove otherwise.

This message has been published and paid for by

Facts and Logic About the Middle East
P.O. Box 3460, Berkeley, CA 94703
James Sinkinson, President
Gerardo Joffe, Founder and President Emeritus
FLAME is a tax-exempt, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Its purpose is the 
research and publication of facts regarding developments in the Middle East 
and exposing false propaganda that might harm the United States, Israel and 
other allies in the region. Your tax-deductible contributions are welcome.

BDS doesn’t 
seek policy 
changes—it 
seeks the end  
of the only 
Jewish state.

This message has been published and paid for by FLAME  
and the Valley Voice
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Despite Israel’s exemplary civil rights record and its laws 
protecting all ethnicities and religions, colleges still host Israel 
Apartheid Weeks and some critics insist Israel is or will become 
an apartheid state. The truth quickly exposes the malign 
motives of these accusations.

What are the facts? 
Apartheid in South Africa was enforced by dozens of laws 
that restricted where citizens of color could live, work, 
congregate and go to school—even whom they could marry. 
None of these laws—nor any like them—exists or ever has 
existed in Israel. How could this bizarre “Israel Apartheid” 
calumny spread so pervasively in Western academies and 
mainstream media? The answer is The Big Lie—the Nazi 
propaganda principle, recognizing that when a falsehood is 
repeated often enough, it becomes accepted as truth. Even 
former President Jimmy Carter—no friend of Israel—titled 
his book, “Palestine: Peace or Apartheid.” 

What was South African apartheid? “Apartheid,” the 
Dutch-Africaans term for separation, was the social order of 
the former South Africa. It meant that the Black majority of 
the nation, as well as the so-called Colored, were kept strictly 
apart in all aspects of life. White domination over the native 
population was fundamental. For instance: Non-Whites had 
to carry a “passbook.” Passbook infringement could lead to 
deportation to one of the Bantu “homelands.” Blacks and 
Coloreds were kept from a wide array of jobs. Black-White sex 
was a serious, jail-time criminal offense. Hospitals and ambu-
lances were strictly segregated. Whites enjoyed free education 
until graduation. Not so for Blacks, whose education was 
strictly limited by the oppressive “Bantu Education Act.” 

By law, no mixed sports were allowed. Park benches, 
swimming pools, libraries, and movies were strictly  
separated. Blacks were not allowed to purchase or imbibe 
alcoholic drinks. This is only a small, partial list of  the 
many abusive indignities that non-Whites suffered under 
the South African apartheid regime.

Israeli Equality. Even to hint that Israel practices apartheid 
is outrageous and hateful, since the exact opposite is the case. 
Not a single apartheid practice applies to Israel. Israel is by 
far the most racially mixed and tolerant nation in the entire 
Middle East. Israeli Arabs, who are about 20% of Israel’s 
population, enjoy, without exception, the same rights and 
opportunities in all fields as their Jewish fellow citizens. The 
total equality of all Israelis is assured in Israel’s founding 
document. All non-Jews—which means primarily Muslim 
Arabs—have full voting rights. At present, 13 Arabs sit in 
Israel’s Knesset (parliament), one of Israel’s Supreme Court 
judges is Arab, the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) has Arab 
generals. Arabs are represented in Israel’s diplomatic service 

all over the world. Homeownership is higher for Arabs 
than Jews. Arab students study in all Israeli universities. All 
children in Israel are entitled to subsidized education until 
graduation, with no restrictions based on ethnicity or religion. 
In short, Muslim Arabs and other non-Jews are allowed 
everything that Jews are allowed—everything that non-Whites 
were not allowed in apartheid South Africa. These facts 
should shame anyone who accuses Israel of apartheid.

But, yes, there is one difference: Jewish Israeli men and women 
are obligated to a multi-year stint in the IDF or community 
service; For Arab Israeli citizens, this service is voluntary.

Separation from Palestinian 
Arabs. Some critics accuse Israel 
of segregation because it prevents 
Arab Palestinians who live in Gaza 
or the disputed territories of Judea 
and Samaria (aka the West Bank) 
from freely entering Israel. This of 
course is absurd. Arab Palestinians 
are citizens of the Palestinian 

Authority, not of Israel, and some 95% have never set 
foot in Israel. While Israel regularly allows about 85,000 
Palestinian workers into its territory daily, Israel controls its 
borders strictly, just as the U.S. does. Border enforcement is 
not apartheid. 

What’s more, Israel has many times offered to cede its ter-
ritorial rights in the West Bank to the Arab Palestinians for 
a state, but they have refused all offers, instead continuing 
terrorist and missile attacks against Israeli civilians, including 
Israeli Arabs.

Time to stop the Big Lie about apartheid in Israel. Too  
many people have been duped by the hateful language of 
Israel’s enemies. In fact, Israel is a beacon of freedom and 
enlightenment in the Middle East. It’s time for fair-minded 
people—and mainstream media—to broadcast the truth  
about Israel . . . and forcefully reject the apartheid label. 
Those who demonize Israel with this falsehood fully deserve 
the label of anti-Semitism.

The Israel Apartheid Lie
Contrary to all facts, Israel’s enemies maliciously accuse the Jewish state of South 
African-style discrimination against Arabs. Why do they tell this obvious lie?

This message has been published and paid for by

Facts and Logic About the Middle East
P.O. Box 3460, Berkeley, CA 94703
James Sinkinson, President
Gerardo Joffe (z”l), Founder

FLAME is a tax-exempt, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Its purpose is the 
research and publication of facts regarding developments in the Middle East and 
exposing false propaganda that might harm the United States, Israel and other 
allies in the region. Your tax-deductible contributions are welcome.
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We Are All Responsible 
For One Another

By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,
Temple Ahavat Shalom

One day, a family came to see the wise King Solomon. The patriarch had just passed 
away and it was time to disburse the inheritance. Of the 3 children, one of them had 
two heads. The other two children argued that because he had one body, he should 

be counted as one person. The man with two heads said that he should be counted as two 
separate people. King Solomon considered this and said to pour hot water on one of the 
heads. When he did, the other head screamed in pain.  King Solomon declared that though 
the man appears as two, he is truly one.  And so it is with people.  Just as we are many, we 
are truly one.
 We should be a people united.  Right now, we are feeling and experiencing profoundly 
united in the shadow of the collapse of the Champlain Tower collapse in Florida.  There 
is an outpouring of support, both in donations and time.  Our hearts are broken for these 
families who have been devastated by this tragedy.  Personally, I have seen rabbinic 
colleagues direct other leaders how to give and support the victims and their families at 
this time, from keeping them in our prayers to sending supplies for the first responders.  
We are united in tragedy.
 In the Jewish tradition, there is a profound teaching.  It comes from the Talmud, the 
ancient book of rabbinic laws and wisdom compiled around the 4th Century. The Talmud 
teaches: “Kol Yisrael Aravim Zeh b’Zeh” (Talmud Shevuot 39a).  The translation is “All 
of Israel is responsible for one another.”  A literalist might read this and say that it means 
that Jews need to take care of Jews.  But that is not how the tradition of the quotation has 
developed.  For the Jewish people, this statement is a generalist one.  What it means is that 
we, all of us, are responsible for one another.  My life is dependent on you and your life is 
dependent on me.  We are truly united.  We are all the person with two heads.  
 We feel a sense of unity when a massive tragedy occurs, but it is more difficult when 
it has come to vaccinations.  Many look at vaccinations as a personal choice.  And it is 
a personal choice.  However, one person’s choice not to vaccinate impacts other people.  
Vaccination is not just about protecting the individual.  It is about protecting our family, 
our city, our county, our world.  It is hard to imagine that one’s singular choice can have that 
impact, but we just need to look back at the ancient wisdom of ancestors who understood 
this profoundly.  One person’s choice does have an impact on the greater community.  And 
we are responsible, not just to ourselves, but to others.
 We are on the precipice.  In our state, we have had as close a return to normal as 
possible at this particular time.  Our hope is for a time when we can completely remove 
our masks and truly feel normal.  But that is not going to happen until we reach deep into 
our core and realize that we must still be responsible for one another.  If you are eligible 
for vaccination and have not yet done so and if you do not have any medical conditions 
preventing you from being vaccinated, think of your family.  Think of your friends, your 
community, your city and the world.  You matter and we depend on you.  Please, get 
vaccinated.  We are all responsible for one another.

A Strong “Why” 
Reveals the “How”

If you’ve ever thought “I just don’t understand why I can’t lose a few pounds”, how 
much more clarity might you gain if there were a $1,000,000 prize on the line? With 
a big incentive, you’d likely decide it’s worth the effort to figure out how to make it 

happen. Yet, we so often express frustration over how complicated weight loss can feel.

The human brain considers choices through a survival lens. When our ancestors 
lived in a cave, there was an evolutionary advantage to behave in accordance with the 
Motivational Triad which guides us above all else to: 1) Seek Pleasure, 2) Avoid Pain and 
3) Conserve Energy in order to subsist.

Here in the modern world, we have an excess of those things that used to keep us alive. 
Food is a pleasure; in excess, it is actually killing us. According to the National Institutes 
of Health, being overweight is the second leading cause of preventable death in the 
United States. It’s just so easy today to find ourselves captivated on the couch crunching 
snacks and the afternoon away.

From this primitive perspective, it makes perfect sense why we remain confused 
about how to lose weight. Our brain needs to get to work to gain clarity. And it takes a 
compelling reason for it even to make the effort. Alas, we have to actually experience 
some “pain” and expend some “energy” to find answers.

So, if you want to lose weight, ask yourself “why?” Because when the “why” is strong 
enough, the “how” reveals itself.

TIP - If you’re ready to take a step towards your goal, consider these three strategies:

1. GAIN CLARITY AROUND YOUR “WHY” - Why is it worth the effort? Think 
about how you’ll be feeling (e.g. energy, confidence, comfort) when you reach your goal.

2. FOCUS ON THE BENEFITS - Reflect on what you're GAINING rather than what 
you’re giving up. What is it you truly “deserve”? To feel well?

3. KEEP YOUR “WHY” CLOSE BY - Keep a growing list of all the benefits you’re 
enjoying along the way and that you are looking forward to experiencing. Review your 
reasons twice a day -- when you wake up, and before bed.

You’ll be amazed by what you’re capable of accomplishing with a managed mind. Give 
your brain a useful question and it’ll get to work finding the solution. 

Choose clarity over confusion. You’ve got this!

Tobi Coughlin is a Certified Life and Weight Loss Coach in 
Los Angeles.   You can reach her at tobi@bestlifecoachtobi.com
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi 
Street in Porter Ranch, as Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford 
tells the inspiring resurrection story of Jesus Christ — 
a timeless event over 2,000 years ago that fulfi lled 
God’s redemption plan and brought hope for all mankind! 
You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic 
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray, 
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service 
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday, 
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Mason Park Basketball
 Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration 
and schedule for Youth Basketball Summer 2018, according 

to Juan Soto, director.
 Priority numbers must be submitted and postmarked by 
March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants 
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th, 
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held 
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and 
will continue until the league is full.
 Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts, 
offi cials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and 
insurance are NOT included!
 Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15. 
There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices 
start in mid-May, with games starting in June.
 Evaluation will be held May 5 for most ages. May 6 

for most evaluations, May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.

 Volunteer coaches are needed.
 Mason Park is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth, 
818-998-6377.

Egg Hunt and Basketball
 Come to Chatsworth Park South for a day of fun fi lled 
events including a free basketball workshop with a special 
guest: the NBA’s Matt Barnes on Saturday, March 31. The 
workshops will be divided by age group culminating in a fi ve-
on-fi ve game with Matt Barnes There will also be a spring 
egg hunt with crafts, snacks, food trucks, games, and face 
painting. The park is located at 22360 Devonshire Street. 
Please RSVP for basketball at (818) 341-6595.

Free Tax Preparation Clinic
  The CSUN VITA Clinic is offering free tax preparation 
services as well as fi nancial education now through April 
15th to low income taxpayers in North Hills, Canoga Park, 
Northridge, North Hollywood, Pacoima, Sun Valley, San 
Fernando City, Panorama City, and Van Nuys. Services will 
be offered at the CSUN campus on Mondays through Fridays 
and at multiple remote locations throughout the San Fernando 
Valley on Saturdays. While taxpayers will be encouraged to 
make an appointment, walk-ins will be accepted to the extent 
time permits. For more information about services, please 
visit: vita.csun.edu  

Intermediate Computer Classes
 Instructor Abraham Yazdi will teach 8 sessions on 
Intermediate Microsoft (MS) Word 2013, 9 sessions on 
Intermediate MS Excel 2013, and 2 sessions on Intermediate 
MS PowerPoint 2013. All classes will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 10 AM to 12 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Sign-ups for the classes are 
required.  For more info or to sign up, please call 818-368-
5687.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing The 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane: A Novel by Lisa See at the 
April 4th meeting.  The book club meets the fi rst Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 pm in the Library Community Room.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Nature Preserve
 The LADWP is celebrating the month of Earth Day with a 
special open house at the only nature preserve in the City of Los 
Angeles. The Chatsworth Nature Preserve is a one of a kind 
location with incredible wildlife and landscapes. The event 
will be on Sunday, April 7th from10:00 am to 3:00 pm, entry 
gate on Valley Circle Blvd west of Plummer. It will feature an 
opening ceremony with a Wishtoyo/Chumash Indian tribal 
blessing, guided nature hikes, live animal exhibits, a bird 
observation station, and an environmental resource fair. No 
bikes or pets allowed on trails. Please bring a hat, sunscreen, 
refi llable water bottles, and comfortable walking shoes. 

The Church and Climate Change
 Please join us at First Presbyterian Church of Granada 
Hills, 10400 Zelzah Avenue on Sunday, April 8th, from 
12:15 - 3:00 pm where you will enjoy a free lunch and hear 
presentations from Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, Atmospheric 
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scientist & Professor at Texas Tech University and Rev. Dr. 
Richard Lyon, Psychotherapist & Presbyterian Minister. 
All viewpoints welcome for this intriguing and important 
discussion. 

E-Textile Workshops
 Kids and Teens (ages 7-18), join us for this four-part series 
Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We 
will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun 
projects.  It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and 
sign-ups are required.  For more info please call 818-368-5687.

Tiny Tots Storytime
  Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads 
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 
AM in the Chatsworth Library.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information 
call (818) 341-4276.

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Build a Masterpiece
 Bring your ideas, images, and imagination to this National 
Poetry Month program.  Let’s build a poem!  Hosted by 
award-winning poet, Jeffry Jensen.  Refreshments will be 
served, Tuesday, April 17, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

One World Storytelling
  On Wednesday, April 18 at 3:30 PM, Barbara Wong will 
be sharing stories from around the world with children in fi rst 
through fi fth grade at the Chatsworth Library.  The Library 
is located at 21502 Devonshire Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for 
more information.

Our Lady of Lourdes
 Theatre Repertoire of Our Lady of Lourdes (TROLL) 
presents: Wiley and the Hairy Man, a play by Suzan Zeder.  
Come experience the magical way a young girl discovers 
she is bigger than her fears! Friday, April 20th at 7pm; 
Saturday, April 21st at 1pm, and at 7pm. Tickets can be 
purchased online now at www.ticketor.com/trollplayers, or 
on the OLL church patio following each Mass (except Easter 
Weekend).  Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - 
Stroup Hall, 18400 Kinzie Street in Northridge.

CalRTA meeting
 On Friday, April 13th, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting 
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen 
St., Northridge. Come join retired teachers to hear the latest 
about your pensions and consider joining us for lunch after 
the meeting.  If you wish to stay for lunch, please make a 
reservation with Nancy Gohata at 818  899 4237.

Job Skills Workshop
 If you are between 16 and 24 years old, this informative 
workshop that will give you tips on job interviewing, and 
creating resumes and cover letters will be on Saturday, 
April 21st,  10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Attendees will also begin the 
process of obtaining a Work Readiness Certifi cate from L.A. 
Youth at Work and will receive priority to apply for curated 
jobs. (818) 368-5687.

Giant Book Sale
  On Saturday, April 21 from 10 AM to 2 PM the Friends 
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale.  The 
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street 
in Chatsworth. The sale is in the Community Room and 
includes thousands of almost-new hardback books and a huge 
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HELP WANTED
Fulltime Local Work

CHEVRON Station
Rinaldi and Balboa

Above minimum salary 

Please apply in person
(818) 366 2628

LA and the Missing Mayor
By Mac Shorty

CITY WATCH LA - This month marks seven years of Eric Garcetti’s reign as mayor. Those seven years have left many 
Angelinos hard-pressed to name even a single aspect of our civic life that has improved.
 Most recently, Mr. Garcetti has blundered his way through the COVID-19 response. He has pared back on testing sites 

and slots, ignored the plight of low-income communities, and threatened already hurting job creators.  
 The resulting devastation has hit minority communities the hardest. These human beings are not statistics to me. I have 
seen single mothers cast from their jobs like disposable goods. I have had children come to me asking if their futures will ever 
recover.
 I assure them they will. But Mayor Garcetti threatens my ability to keep that promise to those in our community who are 
concerned about their future.
 His mismanagement of the pandemic has only magnifi ed his other failures. Under his watch, homelessness in Los Angeles 
has increased by 75%. Tonight, over 16,000 Angelinos will go to sleep in their cars, and more than 42,000 will have no shelter 
at all. On the streets, they will face hell on earth. 
 A UN report compared Skid Row’s conditions to a Syrian refugee camp. It is a scene of rodents crawling in gutters and 
raw sewage fl owing into storm drains. Public health experts have pointed to the sanitation impact itself as grounds for a public 
health emergency. It’s no wonder that the death toll for the homeless has spiked 76% in the last fi ve years. One homelessness 
expert says a leading cause of death is hyperthermia from exposure to the elements.
 Meanwhile, Mr. Garcetti goes to sleep in his plush taxpayer funded mansion and rents out his personal home for $5,000 
a month. He travels the country seeking to prop up a future career in higher offi ce. In one 12-month stretch, he spent 112 
days—more than 30 percent of his time—away from LA. 
 With him so removed from the crisis, is anyone surprised that his remedies have failed?
 So-called “Project Roomkey,” which was supposed to allow homeless individuals to stay in vacant hotel and motel rooms, 
was dead on arrival. So was his promise to build housing for the homeless through Measure HHH. Four years after voters 
approved $1.2 billion to build 10,000 units, less than 50 units have been completed. Meanwhile, astronomical development 
costs have cut the number of units promised from 10,000 to 6,000.
 Where he has failed in the temporary fi x of housing, he has also failed in the long-term cure of job creation. Mr. Garcetti 
has all but dropped his promise to eliminate the city’s business tax, even though job creators say it is the chief reason they 
won’t come to LA.
 Adding to our fi scal problems, Mr. Garcetti has made no attempt to control the rising costs of pension benefi ts. The result 
has been cuts in services and decaying infrastructure, including horrifi c traffi c and a deteriorating subway system. Spending on 
pension and retirement benefi ts for city workers now consumes 20 percent of the general fund—four times what it did in 2002. 
 While these problems fester, an ongoing, FBI-led corruption probe will likely distract our missing mayor. The LA 
Times reported that the ongoing FBI investigation into City Councilman Jose Huizar has expanded to include “current and 
former members of Garcetti’s administration.”
 Through cronyism, neglect, and absenteeism, Mayor Garcetti has made the disparities of Los Angeles worse than ever. 
People are now pouring into the streets—sometimes to protest, sometimes to live in tents, sometimes to die.
 That is why some Angelenos are advocating for his recall, because they believe it is the only way to secure the new 
beginning we so desperately need.
 There is a virus ravaging Los Angeles, and it won’t be cured by Eric Garcetti. Together, let’s set Los Angeles on a new, 
united path.

(Mac Shorty is a former Methodist minister, former vice chair of the Watts, Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, and founder 
of the community repower movement) Posted fi rst at Townhall.com.

Trump, always infuriated by criticism, has called for columnists who disparage him to be fi red, hecklers at his rallies to 
be beaten up, and TV stations to lose their licenses if they run ads vilifying his handling of the pandemic — calls routinely 
amplifi ed on social media by tens of thousands of his followers.
 When a Babson College professor joked that Iran ought to bomb “sites of beloved American cultural heritage” like 
the Mall of America and the Kardashian residence, a right-wing website launched a campaign that got him fi red.
 The new Cato survey found that more than one in fi ve Americans (22 percent) would support fi ring a business executive 
who donated money to Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential campaign, while 31 percent would be OK with fi ring someone 
who gave money to Trump’s re-election campaign. The urge to ostracize or penalize unwelcome views isn’t restricted to 
just one end of the spectrum.
 Americans’ right to free speech is shielded by the Constitution to a degree unmatched anywhere else. But our First 
Amendment guarantees will prove impotent if the habit of free speech is lost. For generations, Americans were raised to 
see debate as legitimate, desirable, and essential to democratic health. They quoted Voltaire’s (apocryphal) aphorism: 
“I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to the death your right to say it.” Editors, publishers, satirists, and civil 
libertarians took to heart the dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who wrote that “the principle 
of free thought” is meant to enshrine “not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we 
hate.”
 But that principle has been turned on its head. The “thought that we hate” is not tolerated but stifl ed. It is reviled as 
taboo, forbidden to be uttered. Anyone expressing it may be accused not just of giving offense, but of literally endangering 
those who disagree. And even if only some people lose their careers or reputations for saying something “wrong,” countless 
others get the chilling message.
 “And so dread settles in,” writes journalist Emily Yoffe. “Challenging books go untaught. Deep conversations are not 
had. Friendships are not formed. Classmates and colleagues eye each other with suspicion.”
 And 62 percent of Americans fear to express what they think.
 The speaker in Norman Rockwell’s painting may have had something unpopular to say, but neither he nor his 
neighbors had any doubt that it was appropriate for him to say it. Now, such doubt is everywhere, and freedom of speech 
has never been more threatened.

Fear of Speech Replacing Freedom of Speech

Hold Onto Your Wallets 
By Jack Humphreville

Bad News for Progressives: It’s 
Still a Conservative Country

By Stephen Moore 

It’s not exactly clear how it happened. No one expected it, least of all the media and pollsters. But that promised big 
blue wave of Democratic victories across the country turned instead into a red tidal wave from coast to coast. Most 
progressive ballot issues in the states — from tax increases to racial preferences — also came crashing down.

 A big reason for this turnaround in the election was the massive turnout for President Donald Trump on Election 
Day. The irony is that Trump’s coattails pulled hundreds of Republicans over the goal line — but they didn’t save him 
from a razor-tight defeat.
 So, how deep were the losses for the Democrats? In the U.S. House, Nancy Pelosi thought her troops would gain 10 
to 12 seats. Instead, they lost, at last count, nine.
 But the real carnage was in the state houses. Hold on to your hats; here is the latest from our allies at the American 
Legislative Exchange Council. The GOP gained a total of 192 House and 40 Senate seats. Republicans fl ipped control of 
three chambers.
 As a result of these big and improbable wins, Republicans now have majority control in both House and Senate 
chambers in 31 of 50 states. Democrats have control in only 18 states. That’s a map of the USA that looks awfully red 
throughout middle America, with only the rusting Northeast and the West Coast colored blue.
 What is truly stunning about this story is that Democrats and liberal/progressive donors (Michael Bloomberg, 
George Soros, Mark Zuckerberg, et al.) poured hundreds of millions of dollars into the states to take over legislatures with 
unprecedented spending in Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania. The American Legislative Exchange Council president, Lisa 
Nelson, estimates that Democrats outspent Republicans “at least 3-to-1 in the states.” And all they got was a lousy T-shirt.
 Money just doesn’t buy you love with voters.
 Speaking of money, voters don’t want politicians taking more of it from them. In Illinois, Colorado and California, 
major tax hikes lost, and tax cuts were approved by voters. Racial preferences, rent control and pro-union measures went 
down in fl ames in California — the cradle of progressive wacko ideas.
 Even Democrats admit that their party’s embrace of socialism was a major turnoff to voters. Rep. Abigail Spanberger 
from Virginia won her race, but she isn’t a happy camper. “We need to not ever use the words ‘socialist’ or ‘socialism’ ever 
again,” she says. Democrats, she angrily continued, “lost good members because of that.”
 Of course, Republicans lost by a razor’s edge the prize of the White House, which is a stinging defeat for conservatism. 
But no one in modern times has turned out voters like Donald J. Trump. Even USA Today admits that it was the big 
“Trump turnout” that swung state and local elections in a conservative direction.
 If the Democrats govern as the party of Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 
Sanders, they can expect even deeper losses in 2022. They may even suffer their ultimate nightmare, a return to the White 
House by Trump in 2024. Trumpism and putting America fi rst are still alive and well.

(Stephen Moore is a senior fellow at the Heritage Foundation and an economic consultant with 
FreedomWorks.) 
 -  Creators Syndicate 

CITY WATCH LA  -  “You don’t raise taxes during a recession…. The last thing 
you want to do is raise taxes in the middle of the recession because that would just 
suck up and take more demand out of the economy and put businesses in a further 

hole.” Barack Obama, 2011 
 The Proposition 15, the Split Roll that would have increased the property taxes 
of the owners of commercial and industrial properties by $12 billion a year, has been 
rejected by the voters.  
 This rejection will not stop our Elected Elite and the leaders of the public sector 
unions from trying to pick our pockets despite the fact that California is already one of 
the highest, if the highest, taxed state in the country.  
 Over the last few years, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority has been 
considering a “congestion tax” that would raise between $5 billion and $10 billion 
a year over the next ten years.  This is in addition to the $3 billion a year that we 
contribute through the 2% sales tax.  This new revenue would be used to fund Mayor 
Garcetti’s $26 billion “28 for’28” initiative in time for the Olympics as well as free fares 
for all transit riders, billions in cost overruns, and Metro’s ineffi cient bureaucracy and 
bloated payroll. 
 Our friends in Sacramento have also considered a new millionaire’s tax which 
would impose a surcharge of 1% of all income over $1 million, increasing to 3% on 
income over $2 million, and 3.5% for all earnings in excess of $5 million.  That would 
increase the marginal tax rate from 13.3%, already the highest in the nation, to 16.8%.  
According to its sponsors, this levy would raise almost $7 billion a year. 

 S a c r a m e n t o ’ s 
politicians have also 
proposed the nation’s 
fi rst “Wealth Tax” which 

impose a 0.4% levy on Californians’ net worth in excess of $30 million.  The expected 
haul: $7.5 billion.  
 While these two levies would raise an estimated $14 billion, an amount that has the 
leaders of the teachers union salivating, the negative impact on our economy and the 
State’s reputation would be considerable.  More than likely, it would drive a number 
of wealthy individuals, their entrepreneurial spirit and investment capital, and their 
businesses which employ slews of Californians out of state to more friendly tax and 
regulatory environments.  
 There are also rumblings that the City of Los Angeles will be placing a measure 
on the ballot that would authorize up to $2 billion in bonds to fi nance affordable and 
homeless housing.  This would result in a substantial increase in our property taxes.  
 And more than likely, the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District will also place a 
measure on the ballot in next few years to raise money to fi nance its unsustainable labor 
contract negotiated by Mayor Garcetti and its underfunded pension plan and other 
retirement liabilities. 
 And who knows what the County will do, especially given the sorry state of its 
pension plan? 
 One common theme is that while our Elected Elite want us to approve tax increases, 
and massive ones at that, they are not willing to engage in any real reforms: open and 
transparent labor negotiations, the restructuring of the underfunded pension plans, 
benchmarking the effi ciency of their operations, or independent oversight of their 
budgets and fi nances.  
 But this is not a one-way street.  And until our elected offi cials are willing to engage 
in real reform, we need to continue to vote no on any future tax increases, especially 
during a recession. Just ask Barack Obama. 

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

From B.H. High
To Cabinet Post

Alejandro Mayorkas, formerly the top federal prosecutor in Los Angeles and an ex-deputy secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, was nominated by President-elect Joe Biden to the post of DHS secretary. 
 Mayorkas, who has been confi rmed by the U.S. Senate three times throughout his career, is the fi rst Latino 

and immigrant nominated to serve in the position.
 Mayorkas was born in Havana, Cuba, and was the highest-ranking Cuban American to serve in the Obama-
Biden Administration. His family brought him to the Los Angeles area when he was an infant. Mayorkas received 
his bachelor’s degree with distinction from the UC Berkeley and a law degree from Loyola Law School. He was a 
graduate of Beverly Hills H.S.
 The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi cials applauded Biden’s nomination of Mayorkas.
 ``NALEO congratulates the former deputy secretary for his historic nomination as the fi rst Latino, fi rst Cuban-
American, and fi rst immigrant to head DHS,’’ said Arturo Vargas, CEO of NALEO. ``As a Cuban-Jewish American 
and son of a Holocaust survivor, Mayorkas brings a real-life understanding of the immigrant experience that, together 
with his breadth of knowledge and experience, make him an exceptional choice to head DHS.’’
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Libertarian View

The Poor Get Richer
By John Stossel

E verywhere, people trash capitalism.
 But what they think they know about capitalism is usually wrong.
 “No one ever makes a billion dollars,” complains Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. “You take a 

billion dollars.” In other words, capitalists get rich by taking money from others.
 That’s nonsense, and Myth No. 1.
 People believe that myth if they think that when one person wins, someone else must lose. It’s natural to 
believe that if you think there is a finite amount of money in the world. But there isn’t.
 Free markets increase total wealth. Competition encourages entrepreneurs to find new ways to release 
more value from both people and resources.
 Because capitalism is voluntary and consumers have choices, the only way capitalists can get rich is to offer 
us something that we believe is better than we had before.
 That creates new wealth.
 Steve Jobs became a billionaire. But by creating Apple, he gave us more: millions of jobs and billions of 
dollars added to our economy.
 Research shows that entrepreneurs only keep 2.2% of the additional wealth they generate. “In other words, 
the rest of us captured almost 98% of the benefits,” says economist Dan Mitchell of the Center for Freedom 
and Prosperity.
 
      *  *  *

“I hope that we get 100 new super billionaires,” he adds, “Because that means 100 new people have figured out 
ways to make the rest of our lives better off.”
 But former Labor Secretary Robert Reich says we should “abolish billionaires.” He wants some form 
of wealth tax to hold their wealth down. “Entrepreneurs like Jeff Bezos would be just as motivated by $100 
million or even $50 million,” Reich claims.
 One reader called me “a complete moron” for saying that. He argues that “more money in the richest hands 
means money sitting in the bank doing nothing.”
 But that’s an ignorant view of banks. Because banks loan that money out, they enable other people to buy 
homes, start new businesses and get educated.
 Still, I hear that “the rich are getting richer, while the poor get poorer!”
 That’s Myth No. 2. Yes, the rich got lots richer, but the poor and middle class got richer, too.
 “The economic pie grows,” says Mitchell. “We are much richer than our grandparents, and our grandparents 
were much richer than their grandparents.”
 For thousands of years, the world had almost no wealth creation. Only when some countries tried capitalism 
did GDP grow.
 Capitalists helped everyone, including the poor.

 The media suggest that today’s wealth gap 
proves that’s no longer true. But they are wrong. 
Capitalism’s gradual progress continues. Census 
Bureau data shows that the average family today is 
almost a third richer than 40 years ago (yes, adjusted 
for inflation).
 The media also say, “The middle class is in 
decline.”
 It’s true, Mitchell points out. “It’s shrinking 
because more people move into upper-income 
quintiles! The rich get richer in a capitalist society. 
But guess what? The rest of us get richer as well.”

 (Award-winning news correspondent John 
Stossel is currently with Fox Business Network and Fox 
News. Before making the change to Fox News, Stossel 
was the co-anchor of ABC News’s “20/20.” Eight to 10 
million people watched his program weekly. Often, he 
ended “20/20” with a TV column called “Give Me a 
Break,” which challenged conventional wisdom.)


