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Where’s Our Governor?

Aliso Canyon: More Support
For Its Permanent Closure
T
  

he Los Angeles City Council called for the permanent closure of the Aliso Canyon Natural
Gas Facility in Porter Ranch, the site of a 2015 methane leak that forced thousands of
people from their homes and became the largest methane release in U.S. history.
Council members on a 14-0 vote, with one member absent, passed a resolution
introduced by Councilman John Lee that:
-- urges Gov. Gavin Newsom to take steps to accelerate a permanent closure plan
for the facility;
-- shows the City Council’s support for legislation that reduces the need for the
facility and leads to its decommissioning; and
-- urges all relevant California agencies to give the city of Los Angeles quarterly updates on
the status of the closure plan.
The Southern California Gas Co. facility leaked about 97,100 metric tons of methane and
7,300 metric tons of ethane, ``resulting in serious environmental damage,’’ the resolution states.
Lee, who represents neighborhoods impacted by the blowout, also noted additional danger
from the facility as it sits on a fault line.
``The natural gas blowout revealed deficiencies in regulatory oversight, including well
inspections, emergency preparedness and the responsibility for associated costs including
mitigation efforts,’’ the resolution says.
The gas leak was discovered at the underground storage facility in October 2015 and
continued emanating methane until February 2016. Thousands of residents in the northwest
San Fernando Valley were forced out of their homes for months due to the leak.
Limited operations resumed in late July 2017 with the blessing of state regulators.
Efforts by Los Angeles County officials to block the resumed operations failed in court.
According to a report commissioned by the California Public Utilities Commission and
the state Department of Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources,
the leak was caused by microbial corrosion of a well casing, and SoCalGas did not conduct
detailed follow-up inspections of analyses after previous leaks.
The report identified more than 60 casing leaks at Aliso Canyon prior to the 2015-2016
leak, going back to the 1970s, but said no failure investigations were conducted by SoCalGas,
which ``lacked any form of risk assessment focused on well integrity management and lacked
systematic practices of external corrosion protection and a real-time, continuous pressure
monitoring system for well surveillance.’’
Ahead of City Council’s passage of the resolution, Food & Water Watch, along
with San Fernando Valley residents and activists, held a news conference calling for the
closure of the facility.
``Los Angeles has the largest public utility in the country operated by LADWP. We
already know, thanks to the LA100 study released in April, that a future without gas is
achievable,’’ Food & Water Watch California Director Alexandra Nagy said. ``We need
the political will to execute on this mission.’’
A photographer also spoke about how she had to move from Porter Ranch, her
home of 20 years, to Pasadena due to health concerns that followed the leak.
``I moved specifically because of the health impacts that living near Aliso Canyon
for so long -- and especially after the blowout -- have had on my health over the years. I
would say that since moving away, there have been significant differences in my health, a
lot of my symptoms that I’d been experiencing back at home in Porter Ranch have been
almost night and day just in terms of their severity,’’ she said.
She added that she believed the chemicals and heavy metals found in the area have
impacted her immune and neurological systems, causing her brain fog.
``I remember being at home and walking from room to room and not remembering
why I left the room or why I entered into the other room to begin with. And that was on
a consistent basis,’’ she said.
After months of depositions and Court hearings, the Court has indicated that it
will re-schedule the Porter Ranch Bellwether Trial in the first quarter of 2022, with
February 2022 as the target. The trial is expected to last several months.

Surpass $800,000 Statewide

Median House Prices Surge
Across California
T

he median price of an existing, single-family detached home in the Los Angeles
area rose to $725,000 in April, an increase of $45,000 from a month ago, mirroring
a spike across California that brought the state’s median price above the $800,000
benchmark for the first time.
The Los Angeles area’s median home price was $550,000 just one year ago.
California’s median home price was $813,980 in April, with the rise
fueled by heated market conditions and a shortage of homes for sale, according to the
California Association of Realtors.
``Not only do skyrocketing home prices threaten already-low homeownership
levels and make it harder for those who don’t already have a home to purchase one, it
also brings to question the sustainability of this market cycle,’’ C.A.R. Vice President
and chief economist Jordan Levine said. ``As vaccination rates increase and the state
reopens fully, higher home prices will hopefully entice prospective sellers who have held
off putting their homes on the market during the pandemic to feel more comfortable
listing their homes for sale, which would alleviate pressure on home prices.’’
(Continued on page 5)

In 1867

Mark Twain Visit
To the Holy Land
By Star Parker

I

n 1867, American writer Mark Twain visited the Holy Land. He recorded his
impressions in a book titled “The Innocents Abroad.”
Twain was appalled when seeing the abandoned and desolate land that was the
home of the Bible.
“The further we went, the hotter the sun got and the more rocky and bare,
repulsive and dreary, the landscape became,” he wrote. “There was hardly a tree or
shrub anywhere. Even the olive and the cactus, those fast friends of a worthless soil,
had almost deserted the country.”
Some 15 years later, Jews began a movement to return to and restore their ancient
homeland.
They started rebuilding under horrendous and challenging conditions.
By November 1947, as Jews continued their process of building and Arabs
continued their process of hating, the United Nations gave the green light to establish a
Jewish state and an adjacent Arab state.
Jews accepted the U.N. partition of the region, declaring the new state of Israel in
May 1948, but the Arabs rejected the plan and attacked the newly declared Jewish state.
Israelis fought and miraculously prevailed in its War of Independence, and the project of
rebuilding the ancient homeland moved forward. Now it is an officially recognized member
of the community of nations.
Compared with the desolation described by Mark Twain, Israel today is a modern
miracle, with per capita GDP (gross domestic product) higher than that of Great
Britain, France, Italy and Spain, according to the World Bank.

Palestinians in Gaza do live in horrendous conditions, but not
because Israelis force them to. They choose to.

As of 2019, Israel had a per capita GDP of $43,589, much higher than that of its
immediately adjacent neighbors: Jordan’s was $4,405, Egypt’s $3,019, Syria’s $2,037 (as of
2007) and Lebanon’s $7,584.
Per Statista, Israel has the highest per capita venture capital investment in the world.
During its short history, from its founding in 1948 with a population of 806,000 to
today, with a population of 9,291,000 — slightly more than the population of New York
City — Israel has produced 12 Nobel Prize winners.
All this while fighting three major wars and dealing with endless terrorism.
According to Freedom House in Washington, D.C., Israel is among the freest countries
in the world by measurement of political and civil rights.
Commentary from America’s left and left-wing media says that Israelis oppress
Palestinians under horrible conditions, and these Palestinians have no choice but to
periodically explode with violence like we are now seeing, with missiles being hurled from
Gaza into Israel’s civilian population centers.
Palestinians in Gaza do live in horrendous conditions, but not because Israelis force
them to. They choose to.
Israel unilaterally pulled out of Gaza in 2005 and left it under complete Palestinian
sovereignty.
The Palestinians could have started building, putting in place infrastructure for
political and economic freedom that would allow them to produce the kind of miracle the
Israelis have produced.
But instead, they put Hamas terrorists in charge, who started shooting missiles into
Israel.
In a hard and imperfect world, it’s so much easier to hate and blame than to take
personal responsibility to create and build.
We see the same in our own country.
We have Black Lives Matter and a political left embracing critical race theory, which
(Continued on page 10)
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Conservative View

Are We To Be the
World’s Greatest Force
for Good or Not?
A

By Dennis Prager
merica is going through convulsions that may destroy it as the country we and the
world have known for more than two centuries.
For all its flaws — virtually all of which were not unique to America but universal
throughout human civilization — America has been regarded more than any other nation
in modern times as a force for good in the world.
When a country is hit with a severe earthquake, its people do not look first to France
or Germany — let alone to Russia or China — for assistance. They look to America. When
bad people invade a country, the people of the invaded country hope and pray America will
come to their aid. And for more than a century, when beleaguered people saw American
troops, they generally danced with joy.
When people in any country in the world want to better their lives, whether in terms
of freedom, human rights or economic opportunity, they think of emigrating to America
more than to any other country.
Approximately 340,000 Africans came to America as slaves. But millions of Africans
have come to America because they wanted to. To these millions and to many millions of
Africans who have not been given visas to emigrate to America, America is the land of
systemic opportunity, not systemic racism.
The only people to deny these facts are America’s homegrown America-haters. They
see America as a force of evil at home and abroad.
So, too, they deny that on the planet called Earth, without a credible threat of American
intervention, evil triumphs. In addition to America’s seminal contribution to vanquishing
German and Japanese fascism, had America not won the Cold War, communism would
have destroyed millions more lives than the more than 100 million it did. Had America
not sacrificed 37,000 of its finest young men, all of Korea would be the giant concentration

Calling on ‘Moderate’
Democrats

E

camp that became North Korea. Had America triumphed in Vietnam, that country, too,
would have ultimately been half-free instead of entirely enslaved. The Stalinist communists
who conquered South Vietnam produced a society so hellish nearly a million Vietnamese
“boat people” risked drowning, being devoured by sharks, and murdered, tortured and
raped by pirates on the high seas to leave the communist hell that followed America’s
withdrawal from their country.
I remember the shame I felt as an American when I saw crowds of Vietnamese who
had helped America begging to be taken out of Vietnam along with American troops when
the last American helicopters left Vietnam. And who were simply abandoned to their fate.
Now America is poised to do in Afghanistan what it did then — abandon the people it
defended to the Islamist sadists known as the Taliban. How many Afghan boys and women
will be raped when we leave? How many Afghan men will be tortured to death? Only God
knows. But you don’t have to be G od to know that it will be a large number.
So, why would we do such a thing — again?
Three reasons are given.
One is, “We cannot stay in Afghanistan forever.”
That argument is offered as if it is so self-evident that it needs no explanation. Which is
probably why no one seems to offer one. But why can’t we stay there “forever,” if doing so
saves a country and tells the world that America sticks to its commitments and protects its
allies?
We have stayed in Germany and South Korea “forever.” Is the world better or
worse for it?
The second argument is, “We cannot nation-build.” That argument, too, is offered
as if it is self-evidently valid. But it’s a phony argument. No one argued that we were in
Afghanistan to “nation-build.” We were there because 9/11 was launched against us from
there. And there is every reason to assume more terror will be directed from Afghanistan if
we leave. And our presence there has kept Pakistan from falling into the control of Islamists.
We were not there, as Bret Stephens recently argued, “to kill Osama bin Laden,
who was just one in a succession of terrorist masterminds. It was to prove Bin Laden
wrong about America’s long-term commitments, especially overseas. In August 1996,
Bin Laden issued his notorious fatwa declaring a war on the United States that he hoped
would be long and bloody. He observed that, in one conflict after another, the Americans
always cut and run.”
The third argument is that remaining in Afghanistan costs America blood and treasure.
The blood argument is emotionally irrefutable. Every American killed in Afghanistan is
an immeasurable tragedy. But in the last six years, the U.S. has lost fewer than 20 service
members annually in hostile engagements in Afghanistan.
Between 2006 and 2018, we lost twice as many service members to training accidents
than to all overseas actions. As for treasure, we spend between $50 and $100 billion a year in
Afghanistan. That is far more morally justifiable than the trillion or more dollars we have
spent in the last year to bail out Democratic governors and mayors.
For the record, I would have made the identical argument if Donald Trump were
president and removed us from Afghanistan. But the actual withdrawal is being conducted
in a different administration.
Moral arguments didn’t matter to one Democratic senator in 1975. As he put it in a
Senate speech on April 23: “I do not believe the United States has an obligation, moral or
otherwise, to evacuate foreign nationals ... The United States has no obligation to evacuate
one, or 100,001, South Vietnamese.” That senator was Joseph Biden of Delaware.
To Democrats and Republicans who support the retreat from Afghanistan, I have a
question: If Afghanistan comes to resemble Cambodia’s killing fields, will you still think it
was the right decision? Or, to put it another way: Is there any level of evil, any emboldening
of America-hating Islamists, any effect of an American defeat on the world or on America
that would make you regret your decision to withdraw?
(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
© 2021 Creators Syndicate
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By David Limbaugh

veryone knows President Joe Biden ran as a moderate and is governing as a leftist
radical, yet we see little evidence of Democrats, including the liberal media, breaking
ranks from him. Why?
I’ve previously written about the lack of Democrats’ dissent from their party’s
undeniable extremism and have always been met with the response that they don’t dissent
because there are no longer any moderate Democrats. Yet when I talk to my Democratic
friends, they vehemently deny that they personally are extremists. Are they, or might they
just as well be?
Rank-and-file Democrats can no longer blame their rank partisanship and extremism
on Donald Trump, who is no longer president. It’s past time for them — and neverTrump Republicans, for that matter — to answer for Biden’s disastrous policies.
Let’s look at Biden’s border debacle as one of many flagrant examples of raging
Democratic and media hypocrisy, for they’re giving Biden a complete pass and even
defending him on the very policies for which they berated Trump.
Biden wholly owns this border train wreck, though he disingenuously continues to
blame Trump. Trump’s border policies were working. We had seen major progress in
sealing the border; fewer migrants were entering the United States, and cartels were
being stymied. But Democrats, wedded to their open-borders agenda and their faux
compassion for illegal immigrants, castigated Trump as a racist and particularly zeroed
in on his allegedly inhumane treatment of children. Now the cartels are flourishing, and
our borders are being overrun. And we know all the hyperventilating over the children
had nothing to do with any genuine concern for them but with demonizing and defeating
Trump — and cynically promoting Democrats’ policies to flood the borders with future
Democratic voters.
We know this because the Biden administration is doing nothing to address this
growing and dangerously out-of-control border situation. This crisis is a direct result
of Biden’s virtual invitation to migrants to come on up, his promises of amnesty
and welfare for illegals, and his emasculation of U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. Purely for appearances’ sake, as we now know, Biden put Vice President
Kamala Harris in charge of this crisis, and she has done nothing except cackle when
asked about her progress.
				*		*		*
Biden says border crossings by migrant children are way down, but that is
demonstrably false. The numbers are way up. Children are being held, and Democrats
are supplying misleading photos to dupe the public.
A few Democratic politicians are calling Biden out, but most Democratic officeholders,
Democratic voters and liberal media outlets remain entirely silent or proactively deceitful
about this travesty.
Don’t overlook those charges: The White House is aware but has taken no action and
is unlikely to take action.
Let’s review. Democrats and the media savaged President Trump for his inhumane
treatment of children, using photos of kids in cages during the Obama administration,
no less. The border situation under Biden is worse in every respect, from cartels to the
inhumane treatment of migrant children to the border being overrun to illegal migrants
being shipped all over the nation and in some cases becoming eligible for government
handouts. But Biden denies the observable facts; his administration submits bogus
photos to deceive the American people; he’s ignoring border-state governors’ requests for
assistance; he pretends to empower Harris to address the problem and she does nothing;
and the crisis continues to explode. Yet (most) Democrats and the media cover and thus
enable this nightmare.
No self-respecting nation can long survive without protecting its borders, and yet
one of our two political major political parties and its media cohorts are deliberately
fanning this dangerous flame in their quest for one-party rule. It would be bad enough
if Democrats and the media were pursuing these abominable policies for misguided
ideological reasons, but it’s worse. This is about raw power and placing their party’s
interests above the national interest: They advocate open borders to paint themselves as
loving and tolerant and tar Republicans as racists, and then they encourage millions of
illegals to flood the borders to get sanctuary and welfare and be fast-tracked for amnesty
— all to magically create millions of new Democratic voters.
Time for self-styled moderate Democrats to draw the line and prove me wrong.
(David Limbaugh is a writer, author and attorney and writes for Creators Syndicate.)
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The GOP Has to
Get Smart, With or
Without Trump
By Michael Reagan

D

Why Being Anti-Israel
is Anti-Semitism

T

By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,
Temple Ahavat Shalom

he late weeks in May saw a resurgence of violence in the Middle East. It is painful to
watch, to witness the numbers, to see the devastation. And it is not fair. It is not fair
that a small group that has been deliberately left impoverished has its buildings leveled,
civilians killed and living in ruins. It is equally unfair that the same group has launched
over 4000 rockets at major cities. It cannot be stated enough - just because Israel has the
technology to protect itself does not diminish the fact that they were attacked by rockets.
If 4,000 rockets were launched against any other country, would they have the restraint to
simply shoot them down? Would they have the restraint to wait to attack and allowed to be
held equally accountable and then held up as the aggressor in the media?
A story is never black and white. It is easier to tell a black and white story, but this event
is far from black and white. It is nuanced, complicated, historical, political, and religious.
To boil it down to soundbites does not give it justice. But that is what the majority of us are
presented with. It is easy to digest among everything that we have to process. Today, with so
much information at our fingertips, it is easier to understand something according to themes
of great stories and that is exactly what has happened with this conflict - Israel is strong,
Palestinians are weak, therefore we are anti-Israel.
It is true. Israel is strong. As a country, Israel has fought, worked and envisioned not just
a modern Jewish state, but a modern state. As of May 23, 2021, Israel has over 75 companies
being traded on the NASDAQ. Once, I had a taxi driver say to me, “Look over there. It is
the national bird of Israel.” He was pointing at a massive skyscraper. What was the bird? A
crane. Driving through Tel Aviv is like driving through Santa Monica mixed with Downtown
Los Angeles. It is modern, big and growing. It is also increasingly diverse with more African
refugees looking for protection from persecution.
Since 2007, Hamas has been the governing body over the Gaza strip. Hamas is a terror
organization. They were not elected, but took over from the Fatah elected government. It
is explicit within the Hamas Covenant that Hamas strives to rule over all of Palestine. What
does this mean? There is no compromise in their solution. The only solution is a Palestinian
state without Israel.
So how is being anti-Israel Antisemitism? If one sides with the current Gaza leadership,
you are siding with a view that advocates for the destruction of the state of Israel. That is
Antisemitism.
Personally, I have great sympathy for the Palestinian cause. I do believe a people should
have a government and state to protect them and they should have the freedom to express
their identity through their state. But, it cannot be an existence predicated on the eradication
of other people who want exactly the same thing. Siding with Hamas is very different than
siding with the Palestinian cause. Siding with Hamas is Antisemitism. Advocating for a
Palestinian state while maintaing Israel’s right to exist is equality.
My hope in writing this is that you take some time to dig a little deeper, to look a little
closer at the news stories you see. If we have learned anything from the past years of media
presentations, we know that we are never getting the whole picture. We are getting a crafted
story with a designed message. The only way to get to the root of a story is to look at it from
a multitude of perspectives. Life is complicated. The world we live in is complicated. When
we read or hear a story that is set up as simple, let that be a call to action. Look at it with eyes
of curiosity and open yourself up to the possibility of learning something new.

ecades ago my sister Maureen often used to call the Republican Party “The Stupid
Party.”
Today, the Party of Lincoln – the Party of Reagan – is again proving her right.
Instead of concentrating on retaking the House next year and regaining control of the
Senate, the GOP is looking backwards and engaging in intra-party squabbles.
Instead of uniting to attack – and stop – President Biden’s plans to turn the U.S. into
the United Socialist States of America, the GOP is still fighting over the results of the 2020
election.
The party’s leaders aren’t able to take advantage of Biden’s early blunders because of
one man – Donald Trump.
By refusing to shut up about how he was cheated in 2020, and teasing everyone about
whether he’ll run in 2024, Trump is not just splintering and distracting the Republican
Party.
He’s also giving the lazy national media an excuse to focus on him every day, instead
of covering the Biden-created crisis at the southern border and other Biden fiascos-in-themaking.
I agree with Rep. Liz Cheney when she says Trump has to get over Nov. 3.
He lost. It’s over. It’s history. He has to face it and stop branding it “The Big Lie.”
Given his ego and need to make headlines every day, I don’t think he’ll be able to shut
up about the past and look to the future.
But Republicans in federal and state office have to stop buying in to “The Big Lie” to
make Trump happy with them.
The best thing they can do is ignore Trump, forget about primaries, get unified and
figure out how to win the general elections next year.
Republicans also have to figure out how to stay at the top of the news, talking about
what our view of America is, what we are doing and how we’re going to do it – as a party.
We should have left Cheney in her position as House GOP conference chair, the No.
3 spot in the party. (It’s not like she’s a maverick. She voted with Trump 92 percent of the
time.)
In any case, I don’t want a 100 percent party of conservative robots.
We are always going to have people on the fringes of the party who are going to agree or
disagree on certain issues.
We can’t say if you don’t agree 100 percent with the Republican majority or the
leadership we’re going to kick you out of the party.
Cheney simply got tired of Trump talking about Nov. 3.
She spoke out because she doesn’t want “The Big Lie” to be used against the party in the
2022 elections.
I’m tired of “The Big Lie” too. So are lots of other people.
Cheney wants the party to move on and work on winning back the House and Senate.
So do I.
The GOP will never win back Congress or block the socialist visions of Biden if the focus
continues to be about Donald Trump and his vision for America.
It’s got to be about the Republican Party’s vision, and it’s up to GOP leaders in
Washington to lead – so please lead.
Trump can be a supporter of the party or even its leader, but he has to behave like a
leader.
By teasing about running in 2024 or hinting that he’d choose Florida Gov. DeSantis as
his VP, he’s hurting other Republicans.
He prevents other potential presidential candidates like DeSantis from fundraising and
doing what they need to do to prepare for 2024.
Trump can make the party stronger if he does what my dad did and puts the party and
the country above himself and works with others to get things done.
What Biden and the progressive Democrats are trying to pull off is a huge gift to
Republicans. Biden is going to be Jimmy Carter 2.0.
But to take advantage of the mistakes of the power-hungry Democrats, the Party of
Reagan has to stop being stupid and start being smart.
(Michael Reagan is the son of President Ronald Reagan, a political consultant, and
the author of “The New Reagan Revolution” (St. Martin’s Press). He is the founder of
the email service reagan.com and president of The Reagan Legacy Foundation. He also
writes for Jewish World Review.)

trees and sidewalks all over the East Coast.
By the trillions, they visit us every 17 years. Sure enough, they’re crawling and crunching
right on time in spring 2021.
Harmless, they say. Of course, our verdant Washington is the epicenter of the entire
buzzing locust swarm. Our nerves can’t take much more.
I met my first little locust on the House side of the Capitol as I prepared to enter the
building. It had telltale red eyes. Yes, red eyes. Not much surprises me anymore.
Soon, they’ll sing us to sleep at night.
The House of Representatives chamber is where I was on Jan. 6 for a great seat at the
Capitol siege.
Up in the press gallery, overlooking Congress counting the presidential vote, we heard
gunshots under us in the Speaker’s Lobby. The howl of the mob was not to be forgotten.
They didn’t even sound human.
One Southern Democrat bellowed at the Republicans: “This is because of you!”
All we in the press and the politicians knew was that the rotunda was breached — which
was unthinkable. Steps away.
We heard the terrible sound of glass breaking in the marble halls. Within moments, the
mob who stormed the Capitol tried to storm the chamber, where hundreds of us held our
By Jamie Stiehm
breath.
irst, the plague shadowed the land. Then came the siege. Now locusts are swarming
The closest call I ever hope to see.
everywhere from the Capitol to the National Cathedral.
It wasn’t Masada, the Judaean fortress where Israelites died by suicide under siege by
Let us pray. Lord have mercy on us, living in biblical times.
Roman soldiers. I’ve seen that sacred space.
What’s next, Exodus?
But we were besieged. The danger of an armed mob was real enough, marauding though
The coronavirus claimed more than half a million lives. It made us hold on to one another the sacred sanctum of democracy.
tighter, at a social distance. The Fourth of July never looked so good for a family reunion.
Americans saw just how vulnerable our way of life was, under attack from within. The
COVID-19 sobered and changed Americans of all ages and kinds. Never in memory have bloodthirsty mob was incited in plain air by the then-president.
we faced collective loss, suffering that spares nobody.
They brutally injured 140 Capitol and Metropolitan police for hours, with makeshift
Few could foresee America brought to its knees by a plague.
weapons. Some wore helmets and horns. The violence was astounding. The Pentagon was
Meanwhile, the locusts — or cicadas — are breaking, as we speak, out of the ground into hours late to the game, perhaps on purpose.
June, 2021
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A Liberal’s Experience

The Plagues of
Democracy -- God
Help Us

F

For God So Loved
the World
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
- Shepherd of the Hills

I

t has been said that the entire Bible can be summarized in one verse, John 3:16: “For
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Of the more than 31,000 verses in God’s
Holy Word, John 3:16 has likely been quoted most often and has led to life-changing
decisions in the hearts of countless men, women, and children throughout the history
of the world. I want to share with you the context of this profound scripture, as well as
the eternal implications of the compassion of God through the cross of Jesus Christ.
1. The Context. In John 3, we meet a man named Nicodemus who
was a Pharisee and a member of the Jewish ruling council. He had political
influence and clout. He was wealthy. A guardian of the rules. A keeper of the
laws. He represents the people who believe that they are somehow saved or
made righteous by attempting to keep all the rules. And yet Nicodemus visited
Jesus one night because he was probably very intrigued by Him and had a
restlessness in his soul. He wanted to learn more about the things Jesus had
been teaching. Nicodemus was searching.
Jesus and Nicodemus had a conversation that was very difficult for Nicodemus to understand, even though he himself was a teacher of the law. Jesus
basically told Nicodemus that though he had been born physically, he needed to be born spiritually. Nicodemus had been taught since he was a child
that the law is what saves, but instead, this man named Jesus—who performed
many signs and miracles and taught God’s truth like no other before or after Him—
had come along and declared, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John
3:16). This would have been stunning news at that time in history, and it is immensely Good News today!
2. God’s Compassion. As much as we try to obey all the rules and do enough
good deeds, the reality is that we’ve all sinned and fallen short of righteousness (Romans 3:23). “For God so loved the world” speaks of God’s immense compassion for
humanity. His love is undeserved, unconditional, and unsurpassed. He made a way
for us to be reconciled to Him and, by His grace, did what the law was incapable
of doing. In spite of our lostness, disobedience, division, and irreverence for God,

Median House Prices Surge

there’s a God up above who’s compassion never fails, whose love never fades, whose
mercy endures forever.
3. The Cross. The next part of John 3:16 says, “…that He gave His one and only
Son.” God’s Son, Jesus Christ, is the Messiah about whom the Old Testament prophesied for generations. He was the sinless sacrifice and atonement for the sins of the world.
Romans 6:23 asserts, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Jesus was the substitute—He paid a price that you
and I couldn’t pay by dying on the cross in our place.
4. The Certainty. The final part of John 3:16 reveals, “…that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Eternity is in the
balance. Our lives extend beyond this earth. When Jesus conquered sin and
death when He rose from the dead on the third day and was seated at the
right hand of the Father (Acts 2:32-33), He became the bridge for anyone
who believes in Him to spend eternity in Heaven. The Apostle Paul wrote
of the temporary nature of the body, but the eternal nature of the spirit in
1 Corinthians 4:16: “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.” And in 2
Corinthians 5:1, Paul explained, “For we know that if the earthly tent we live
in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built
by human hands.” Heaven is real, and everyone is invited! (See Revelation 22:17 and
2 Corinthians 6:2). Acts 4:12 proclaims, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” Won’t you
come and accept the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ today? There is no other
love like His.
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share
Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd
Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch services
online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.

(Continued from page 1)
Orange County saw its median home price increase to $1,100,000 in April from
$1,025,000 in March. It was $861,000 in April 2020.
San Bernardino County bucked the trend by showing a decrease in median home
price in April at $405,000, down from $412,000 in March.
Meanwhile, closed escrow sales of existing, single-family detached homes in
California totaled a seasonally adjusted annualized rate of 458,170 in April. The
statewide annualized sales figure represents what would be the total number of homes
sold during 2021 if sales maintained the April pace throughout the year.
April home sales increased on a monthly basis for the third consecutive month,
rising 2.6% from 446,410 in March and up 65.1% from a year ago. The sharp yearly
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sales jump was expected as the housing market was hit hard by the coronavirus
shutdown last year, when home sales dropped more than 30% over the previous April.
For the Southern California region as a whole, April’s median home price was
$750,000, a 6.4% increase from last month’s $705,000. The region recorded a 65.5%
increase over last year’s median price of $583,000, the third largest increase in the state.
The biggest increase from last month was seen in the San Francisco Bay area, which
saw its median home price jump from $1.225 million in March to $1.328 million.
``California continues to experience one of the hottest housing markets as homes
sell at the fastest pace ever, with the share of homes sold above asking price, the price
per square foot and the sales-to-list price all at record highs, while active listings remain
at historic lows,’’ C.A.R. President Dave Walsh said.
``The high demand and shortage of homes for sale, driven by these market factors,
continued to drive up home prices and shatter the record-high set just last month.’’
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CYBER SECURITY
SUMMER WORKSHOP
WHEN

Monday July 12 – Thursday July 15, from 10:00AM–2:00PM
Class is virtual – join from home. Workshop is FREE! 4 days only!

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER

Learn basic cyber security technology and explore future careers.
Play Cyber Range Star Trek Game Portal with other classmates
SEE: circadence.com/demo

WHY CNSE? Computer Network Systems Engineering:
• CNSE program graduate median salary: $75,000
• Professional cyber security experts
can make $150,000!
• Earn a certificate, Associate Degree
or transfer to a 4-year university

SPECIAL IMPACTO INCENTIVES

Latinx and low-income students who enroll in the Fall ‘21 STEM
Impacto Cohort will receive $200 Book voucher, paid internships,
embedded course tutors, free Moorpark College ID and more!

REGISTER: http://bit.ly/STEM-now

BIOTECHNOLOGY

SUMMER SESSIONS
LEARN & EARN COLLEGE CREDIT
2 SESSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

• Monday, June 7 – Thursday, June 10
• Monday, June 21 – Thursday, June 24

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER

Learn basic lab techniques and use a bioreactor and
chromatography to produce an actual protein! Classes will be
held IN PERSON at Moorpark College from 8:30 am – 2:45 pm

LUNCH INCLUDED

That’s right, we will feed you. Classes are taught by
Moorpark College faculty. Class size is limited so register today!

WHY BIOTECHNOLOGY?

• Biotech program graduates make $70,000 + a year
• Program graduates work for local companies like
Amgen, Takeda and Thermo Fisher
• Program does not require high level math & science classes
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California’s Population Shrank in 2020,
But Don’t Call it an Exodus
By Ben Christopher

C

ITY WATCH LA - The COVID-19 pandemic has done what more than a
century of past plagues, recessions, crime waves, droughts and earthquakes
couldn’t.  
It shrank California’s population.
According to new data by the state Department of Finance, California’s
population declined by 182,083 people in 2020. That’s the first time that annual
statistic has come with a minus sign since 1900, when the department began
collecting these estimates.  
The new report adds a disappointing coda to what has already been a dour few
weeks for California’s demographers. The
U.S. Census Bureau put out its decade-long
population counts showing that though the
state grew between 2010 and 2020, it did so at
a slower rate than the rest of the country.  
Hence, that other bummer of a historical
first: The state is losing a congressional seat.
The new population estimate also provides
more fodder for Gov. Gavin Newsom’s critics
who took last week’s Census announcement
as evidence that the Golden State is in decline.  
State forecasters stress that the factors that
contributed to this population dip are unique
to this period — and therefore temporary.
In 2020 roughly 51,000 Californians died of
COVID-19. Travel restrictions and fear of
contagion also dramatically tamped down the number of new arrivals from abroad,
the main source of the state’s population growth over the last decade.  
“Going forward, we anticipate that those two factors that tipped us temporarily
into negative territory are going to change over the next few months,” said
Department of Finance spokesperson H.D. Palmer.
But even if California reaches herd immunity, the state isn’t likely to experience
a serious growth spurt anytime soon. Our pre-pandemic plodding rate of growth is
thanks to a few long-term trends.

The state birth rate, which took a dip in 2020, has been on a gradual decline for years.  
The number of Californians who have left the state for more affordable corners of the union
has also been a drag on the state’s head count for three decades. That “net-domestic outmigration”
exceeded the number of new immigrants from around the world for the first time in 2018, according
to Department of Finance estimates.  
Palmer went out of his way to stress that Californians packing it up for Texas and Colorado are
not the primary cause of the state’s striking population decline.
“Some people who run with statistical scissors will try to extrapolate or hyperventilate that this is
evidence of some sort of ‘Mad Max’ style ‘exodus’ from California and that is not the case,” he said.
California’s conservative critics have spent
the better half of this century warning that the state’s
relatively steep tax rates on higher-income individuals and
voluminous regulations will chase the Golden State’s job
creators to less taxed and regulated states.
But a new analysis from the Public Policy Institute of
California says the state remains as attractive as ever for
the well-off. It’s people in the working and middle classes
who are leaving, largely due to high housing and other costs.
“In the past five years the flow of middle-income residents
out of the state has accelerated,” wrote Hans Johnson, a
demographer with the institute.  
The overall numbers of Californians coming and going
mask much larger changes within the state. The more
dramatic “exodus” has not been from California to Florida,
but from the Bay Area to the Central Valley and from Los
Angeles to the Inland Empire.
According to the state’s new estimates, San Francisco’s population declined by 1.6% while Los
Angeles’ population dropped by 1.3%. The beneficiary of all those work-from-anywhere emigrants lies
inland. Since January 2020, the populations of Merced, Manteca and Tracy in the north San Joaquin
Valley and Banning and San Jacinto in Riverside County all grew by more than 2% nioses one of 53
House seats after 2020 Census found the Golden State’s population growth slowing.
(Ben Christopher covers California politics and elections. Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.)   

Middle East Dispute About Religion, Not Land

I

f you’ve seen videos of recent attacks on Jews in New York City, Los Angeles,
London and elsewhere, you may have missed a very revealing aspect of those
attacks. They were almost always — as they have been for decades — accompanied
by curses such as, “F—- the Jews.”
Now, given that the perpetrators are almost always Muslims — whether
immigrants or children of immigrants from an Arab or other Muslim country — two
questions present themselves:
Why attack American or French or British Jews? And why curse “the Jews”?
In other words, given that the recent wars have been between Hamas and Israel, why
aren’t these attacks outside of Israel on Israelis and Israeli institutions? And why

By Dennis Prager
level curses at “the Jews”?
The answer is this: The Muslims who seek Israel’s destruction do so because Israel is Jewish, not
because Israel occupies the West Bank or Gaza.
First, the Muslim world sought Israel’s destruction from the day Israel was established in May
1948, before it occupied a centimeter of the West Bank or Gaza.
Second, Israel does not occupy Gaza. Israel withdrew completely from Gaza 16 years ago.
Third, the Palestinians rejected a state of their own five times:
Rejection No. 1: In 1937, the British Peel Commission offered the Arabs 80% of the geographical
area known as Palestine. The Jews were offered 20%. The Arabs rejected it.
(Continued on page 8 )

HIGH DEMAND. SERIOUS INCOME.
WHY COMPUTER SCIENCE
@

MOORPARK COLLEGE

Computer science graduates are in very high demand and earn high salaries
right from the start. Every industry values the problem-solving and analytical
skills of a CS team member!
Learn to develop your capacity for attending to both critical details and
big picture solutions. While many computer science graduates go on to
careers in computing, a CS major can also be an important part of virtually
any industry and a key member of any team.

STUDENT STIMULUS PROGRAMS

There are funding opportunities for everyone.

In addition to the Promise Program and other traditional funding resources,
we have student stimulus grant funds for full-time and part-time students!

bit.ly/Forward-CE
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Bribing the DMV

A “License to
Steal?”
C
A License to Drive!

L.A.’s Real Estate Speculation

By Dick Platkin
ITY WATCH LA - After President Harry Truman
fired General Douglas MacArthur, the general gave a
farewell speech to Congress that is remembered for its
closing line, ”Old soldiers never dies, they just fade away.”
This maxim, however, does not apply to discredited
planning ideas. They don’t die or fade away. Instead they
resurface with new names and justifications for continued
federal grand jury indicted four Southland residents for real estate speculation. The best example is public programs
allegedly scheming to illegally obtain driver’s licenses that allow private real estate developers to acquire old
for ineligible applicants by paying bribes to corrupt commercial property so they can build highly profitable
DMV employees.
in-fill ventures. In the post-war era, these abandoned
Carlos Alberto Zea Londono, 58, of Granada Hills, government programs were called Urban Renewal. They
and Eudelia Lopez Martinez, 50, of South Los Angeles, allowed cities to form agencies, such as LA’s former
are charged in an updated indictment with one count of Community Redevelopment Agency, that used eminent
conspiracy to commit honest services mail fraud, a felony domain to acquire commercial real estate parcels, evict
offense that carries up to 20 years in federal prison, according the tenants, demolish buildings, and then reassemble the
to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
parcels for private developers.  
Also charged are Rogelio Zazueta, 52, of Huntington
But the concept of recycling old commercial properties
Park, and Arestakes ``Aries’’ Khachikyan, 54, of Granada has survived, renamed and reinvented through new zoning bonuses granted administratively by the Department of
Hills, who each face one count of aiding and abetting the scams with a host of cover stories. Sometimes they are Building, without public notices, hearings, or appeals. This
illegal production of identification documents, which carries hyped as solutions to the housing crisis. Other times, as an existing zoning allows Los Angeles to double its population
a 15-year maximum sentence.
antidote to sprawl. And, finally they are spun as a way to without changes to residential neighborhoods, including the
The updated indictment adds two new charges and three build “sustainable” cities to mitigate climate disruption. demolition of existing homes to prepare building pads for new
additional defendants to a June 2020 indictment that charged But the agenda is still the same, allow private investors to four-unit apartment buildings.
only Zazueta with the aiding and abetting count.
acquire old commercial property so they can evict existing
Four-plexes will cost $175,000 each.  This figure is off by
Prosecutors allege that, from April to October 2016, tenants, demolish their homes and businesses, and then a factor of 10 or more.  In the Beverly-Fairfax area 95 yearLondono and Lopez negotiated the price that ineligible replace them with new, high rent commercial and multi- old four-plex apartments rent for $3,600 to $4,000 per month.
driver’s license applicants would pay in cash to fraudulently residential structures.
In the same neighborhood new four-plex units rent for $6receive passing scores on the written test and/or driving
How the new scams work: A major in-fill tactic is the 7,000 per month. Since new four-plex units in current singletest needed to obtain a California driver’s license. The cash use of new mass transit lines in old neighborhoods to permit family neighborhoods would be in this price range, the income
payments ranged from $400 to $1,400, according to the up-scale real estate projects. While mass transit done right generated by a former R-1 parcel would jump from $6,000 to at
indictment.
is totally welcome (i.e., it should always include transit- least $24,000 per month.  
The brokers then contacted the scheme’s accused oriented public improvements), mass transit done wrong is
Considering the profitability of these four-plexes, there is
ringleader – Atanacio ``A.T.’’ Villegas, 46, who previously essentially an expensive real estate scam.
no reason to believe that a developer would sell them off for
lived in Long Beach and who worked as a license registration
Christopher Hawthorne, former Los Angeles Times $175,000 when they could rent them for $6,000 or more per
examiner at the DMV office in Torrance, according to architecture critic, and now Los Angeles Mayor Eric month. According to the SmartAsset website the price-to-rent
prosecutors.
Garcetti’s Chief Design Officer has added his voice to the ratio is Los Angeles 38.59. A house or apartment that rents for
Londono and Lopez allegedly paid Villegas cash bribes up-zoning chorus. Mr. Hawthorne’s initiative is Low over $6,000 per month would, therefore, sell for over $2,000,000,
to approve California driver’s licenses without applicants Rise: Housing Ideas for Los Angeles, a design competition not $175,000. Likewise, a four-plex condo that cost $175,000 to
taking the necessary tests to legitimately obtain a license. for four-plex apartment complexes built on R-1 lots. Mr. buy would rent for about $380 per month. This is 6.3 percent of
The brokers allegedly also provided Villegas the personal Hawthorne’s up-zoning proposals were quickly echoed the actual rental price for a new four-plex apartment.  
identifying information for the driver’s license applicants.
in Slate (Los Angeles Has a Plan to Disarm the NIMBY’s)
New four-plex apartments will eliminate the racist legacy
Villegas then solicited the services of other corrupt and the Los Angeles Times (An Architectural Competition of red-lining.   This could be the case if new fourplexes sold
California DMV employees who took cash bribes to make Imagines Density – Done in an L.A. Way).
for $175,000 each or rented for $380 per month. But the
fraudulent entries in the DMV’s computer database to
The Hawthorne/SLATE/LA Times cover story is that new four-plexes will be expensive and therefore gentrify
indicate that an applicant had passed the necessary written four-plex apartments can comfortably fit into single-family many neighborhoods. Because economic inequality strongly
or driving tests -- even though the applicant never actually neighborhoods without visual disruption. Once built, these correlates with racial inequality, replacing older single family
took or passed the required tests to obtain a license, the supporters claim that new four-plexes will increase the homes with new four-plexes will not increase neighborhood
indictment alleges. Based on the fraudulent entries, the DMV supply of housing, resolve the housing crisis, reverse urban diversity. The one exception could be four-plexes constructed in
employees then unlawfully issued instructional permits or sprawl, and create sustainable cities that will mitigate minority neighborhoods. Since they will be substantially more
driver’s licenses to the applicants, according to prosecutors. climate change. Unfortunately, this design-driven up- expensive than the houses they replaced, the new tenants will be
zoning scam ignores a critical detail.   Private developers much whiter than the predominantly minority residents evicted
will build these fourplexes. As a result they will be far to create in-fill building pads for the wealthier newcomers.
more profitable than the single-family homes they replace.
Infrastructure and public services.  In locations like New
At present, according to Zillow, in L.A. a small, 1000 s.f. York City greater density does result in a lower per capita
house rents for about $3,000/month, while a large house in carbon footprint. But this is not only a function of apartment
a popular neighborhood costs about $15,000 per month. living. It also results from easily accessible mass transit
Needless to say, these are not affordable prices, and the and walkable neighborhoods with close-by stores, offices,
main beneficiaries will be developers.
restaurants, schools, parks, and libraries. Unfortunately
In addition, let us evaluate several other claims in these these components of sustainable density are missing from
articles to hawk this highly lucrative real estate scheme.
Mr. Hawthorne’s Low Rise approach. Furthermore, without
L.A has a run out of room to grow. The City’s own data a carefully planned program to upgrade the infrastructure
is clear. LA has plenty of room to grow without resorting to and public services serving the new fourplexes, LA’s already
urban sprawl.
stretched infrastructure will be pushed to the breaking point.                                                                                               
First, LA is no longer growing. The city’s population has
Alternatives to up-zoning: It is time that local Democrats
steadily declined over the past three years, including 52,000 read the Biden administration’s memos that trickle-down
people who left in 2020.  This decline has reduced LA’s programs don’t work. If local officials are sincere about
population to 3.9 million people, which is 400,000 people addressing the housing crisis, they should abandon zoning
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
fewer than the General Plan Framework’s population 2010 schemes to build more expensive apartments through
forecast: 4.3 million people.  
deregulation. Instead, they need to devote their energy to
COPY GIRL
Second, even if LA eventually resumes population the construction of low-priced housing financed, built, and
Briana N. Haghighi
growth, it has no shortage of land already zoned for operated by the public sector.
apartment houses. All commercially zoned parcels allow
apartments. Every new apartment project can also
(Dick Platkin is a former Los Angeles city planner who
increase its height, mass, and density through density reports on local planning issues forCityWatchLA.)
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Middle East Dispute About Religion, Not Land
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(Continued from page 7)
Rejection No. 2: In 1947, the Arabs rejected the United Nations partition plan.
Rejection No. 3: In 1967, in the course of defeating the attempt by Egypt, Syria and Jordan to destroy Israel, Israel
conquered the West Bank from Jordan, Gaza from Egypt and the Golan Heights from Syria. Most Israelis had no interest in
retaining Gaza or almost any part of the West Bank except for East Jerusalem, the Jewish city in which Jews have lived for
3,000 years, from 1,400 years before Muhammad was born. The Palestinians, as the Arabs of Palestine came to be known, and
all the Arab states rejected partition and peace.
Rejection No. 4: In 2000, at Camp David, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak offered Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat a
Palestinian state in all of Gaza and 94% of the West Bank with East Jerusalem as its capital. But Arafat rejected the offer. In
the words of U.S. President Bill Clinton, Arafat was “here 14 days and said no to everything.”
Rejection No. 5: In 2008, Israel tried again. Prime Minister Ehud Olmert went even further than Ehud Barak had,
expanding the peace offer to include additional land to sweeten the deal. The Palestinians said no, again.
The reason for all these Palestinian/Arab rejections of a state of their own was that it meant a Jewish state in the Middle
East still existed.
The Middle East dispute has never been about land. Israel is the size of New Jersey. It is slightly larger than El Salvador.
If it were the size of Manhattan, the Palestinians and many Muslim states would still seek its destruction. There are 22 Arab
states in the Middle East, but there is no room for one Jewish state. There is even a state with a Palestinian majority: Jordan.
The issue is not land. The issue is religion.
Why is Iran wholly preoccupied with destroying Israel? It has nothing to do with Muslim solidarity; the Iranians don’t
care about Palestinians. It is entirely about hatred of Jews and the Jewish state. If the Iranians cared about fellow Muslims,
they would be targeting China, which is accused by the United States and other Western countries of committing genocide
against the Uyghurs — a predominately Muslim ethnic group that lives in China — a charge that includes forced sterilization
of Uyghur women.			
Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2021
For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com
Page 8

Governor, Are You
Kidding Me?
By Dennis P. Zine

C

ITY WATCH - The State of California and City of Los Angeles suddenly discover
that millions upon millions of dollars are available after claiming a lack of funds for
essential state and municipal services performed by government employees.
Who do the Elected and Appointed Officials think they are fooling this time around?
Are Californians and Angelenos that gullible to believe that millions of dollars will suddenly
appear and fill government treasuries that were nearly empty a few months ago?
California’s Governor, the Honorable facing a Recall Gavin Newsom, has had a fairly
easy ride up the election ladder starting in 1997. First there was the Office of San Francisco
Board of Supervisors followed by election to the Office of Mayor of San Francisco. Then
came the Office of California Lieutenant Governor and finally the most prestigious Office of
them all, the Governor of the once proud and glamorous State of California.  
LAPD Citywide Crime Stats as of May 8, 2021:  
Homicides are up +30.9% with 123 people killed in LA since Jan 1. The total number
of homicides last year reached a record 10-year high of 350. Keep this number in mind as
we continue moving forward this year with fewer LAPD Officers (9519) and more convicted
felons being released from state prisons as the months pass.
Aggravated assaults are up +12.6% with 6351 victims. Motor vehicle thefts are up
+18.1% with 7873 vehicles stolen. Shots fired are also up +58% with 1147 reports. Shooting
victims are at 500, up +67.2%. These are people just like you who have been shot but not
killed.  
Getting back to my main topic of Governor Newsom and the various state funding
sources that have recently appeared on the radar to help convince or bribe you to reject the
RECALL against him and let him continue his failed leadership. Remember that every dollar
the Federal, State, or local government provides for any and all services comes from each of
us in the form of a tax or fee from a variety of sources. Like my mom told me more than once,
money does not grow on trees. We are all required to pay taxes and fees in more ways than I
can explain. The bottom line is while the government prints the money, we are the ones that
keep it moving with a variety of taxes that are used for all aspects of government services.
Here are some examples of what Governor Newsom has in his hidden bag of money
tricks. Remember, we thought the state was in a dire financial situation until the RECALL
petitions were validated and POP here comes the magic money from Governor Newsom.
Don’t fall for the Newsom trick.  
1 - Pay rental housing providers 100% of the rent owed by tenants who qualify for
COVID-19 rental assistance.
2 - Governor Newsom has announced his plan to spend $2 billion from the state’s general
fund to pay past-owed water and utility bills.
3 - The Governor will pay rental housing providers all rental arrears attributable to the
pandemic, both retroactively and moving forward.
4 - Under prior legislation, owners have been required to forgive 20% of the rent owed to
qualify for assistance. Now, owners will receive the 20% owed as well.
5 - California will receive an additional $2.6 billion in rental assistance from the Feds.
That brings California’s total federal rental aid to $5.2 billion.
6 - Governor Newsom’s second round of $600 stimulus checks will target two-thirds of
the state’s residents. It’s part of his $100 billion “California Comeback Plan” fueled by a
$75.7 billion surplus in the state’s general fund projected for the next fiscal year and another
$26 billion from the federal coronavirus relief package.
7 - $12 billion plan to address the homeless crisis which is part of the $100 billion
California Comeback Plan.
It’s time to Recall Governor Newsom and elect someone who can turn California around
and return it to the Golden State it once was.
(Editor’s note: Time (Recall) running out for Newsom to shut down Aliso Canyon.)
(Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD Supervisor, former and retired 12-year Los
Angeles City Councilman and current General Manager at Bell Canyon in Ventura County.).
Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.  
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Ex-L.A. Councilman
Mitchell Englander
Reports to Federal Prison

ormer Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander has reported to a federal
penitentiary to begin serving a sentence of a year and two months for trying to obstruct
an investigation into bribery allegations in City Hall politics.
Englander -- who represented Council District 12 in the San Fernando Valley from July
2011 until he abruptly resigned three years ago after investigators began asking questions
about his activities -- was told to surrender to begin serving his sentence.
A federal inmate registry said Englander has reported to the U.S. Penitentiary in Tucson,
Arizona, a high-security prison with an adjacent minimum-security satellite camp where
Englander presumably will be held with about 90 other inmates.
The 50-year-old ex-councilman was also ordered to serve three years under supervised
release following his prison term and pay a $15,000 fine. The registry said his release date is
expected to be May 28, 2022.
At Englander’s January sentencing hearing, U.S. District Judge John F. Walter said
``greed and arrogance’’ appeared to be the motivation for lying to the FBI repeatedly on three
separate occasions and that Englander had damaged ``the public’s trust in government.’’
The judge said the defendant apparently believed his position of trust would protect him
from being caught, and if he was charged, ``the consequences won’t be significant.’’
In a statement to the court, Englander admitted he had ``shattered’’ his own reputation
and said he did not fully understand what drove him to give false information to federal
investigators.
The government had urged Walter to impose a two-year prison sentence, while the
defense joined with probation officials in recommending a probationary sentence.
Englander, of Santa Monica, admitted to scheming to cover up $15,000 in cash payments,
costly meals and other gifts offered to him from a businessman who sought to increase his
business opportunities in the city. He pleaded guilty to scheming to falsify material facts, a
federal charge carrying a penalty of up to five years in prison.
Among his other duties, Englander served as the council president pro tempore and was
June, 2021

The Sun is Setting on
LA’s Boosters

By Dick Platkin
ITY WATCH LA - LA’s boosters still control City Hall’s political process, but they have
run into a serious barrier: their schemes no longer produce results they want – long
term double digit real estate profits. Their multiple giveaways to real estate developers,
reinforced through zoning legislation imposed by the California State Legislature, are only
stopgap measures. As Los Angeles slowly sinks into its metaphorical Tar Pits, the urban
growth machine can still pick away at the bones, but cannot reverse the city’s declining
population, failing infrastructure, and growing homelessness. Furthermore, the chance that
the Federal Government will bail out impending real estate failures, like it did during the
1980s Savings and Loan crisis, can no longer be taken for granted.  
Population Decline: The latest population data is bad news for LA’s boosters, whether
they are elected officials, departmental managers, advocacy organizations, deep-pocketed
City Hall lobbyists, or academic and media apologists. For the third year in a row, LA’s
population is down, and in 2020 the city lost 52,000 people. Its population has slipped back to
3.9 million people, despite repeated claims by boosters that LA has finally surpassed 4,000,000
people. To put this in perspective, in 2010 LA’s population was 3,792,000 people, even though
the 1996 General Plan Framework Element predicted LA would reach 4.3 million the same
year. This official population forecast was 500,000 people too high and is still off by 400,000
people. If these trends continue, LA may never reach 4.3 million people, and it could plummet
back to the 3.8 million level of eleven years ago.
These demographic trends do not bode well for the city’s boosters, who stick to
their weathered scripts: Los Angeles is still a boom town, not an older, fully built out, deindustrializing city. This frayed story remains their rationale for up-zoning -- LA is on the
verge of a population boom, and City Hall must therefore prepare by increasing permitted
housing densities. Maybe they even believe the newcomers will rent empty luxury apartments,
not survive by picking oranges.
Deteriorating Infrastructure. Even with population decline, LA’s infrastructure is
crumpling faster than it can be repaired. True, repair crews from private utilities, Water and
Power, and the Bureaus of Street Services and Sanitation are perpetually busy patching up
old infrastructure systems. But their jobs are never done. Much of LA’s infrastructure dates
back to the depression and even earlier. It is well past its replacement date. Furthermore, the
key planning documents that are supposed to track LA’s infrastructure and public services
are themselves long out of date.
With such a dismal City Hall record of planning for LA’s infrastructure, no one should
be surprised by what lies ahead. According to Elliot Cohen in a CityWatchLA article, LA’s
infrastructure is rapidly ageing, beginning to fail, and the situation will become much worse
over the next 15 years, especially when wildfires and earthquakes overwhelm Los Angeles.
Cohen’s research revealed:
“Estimates from the DWP in 2017 estimate that fixing the water system at $1.3 billion, and
planned electrical fixes will cost $4.5 billion, according to the agency. The same report states
that eight of the utility’s 70 high-voltage transformers were past their 50-year lifespans.”
Homelessness: A third indicator that LA’s boom years are over is the rise of homelessness.
Despite the boosters, Judge David Carter’s recent 110-page decisions revealed that
homelessness has existed in LA since the 1930s, but it has entered a qualitatively different
period. Despite voter-approved Measures JJJ and HHH, the number of homeless people,
encampments, and deaths keeps rising. This conundrum is not hard to unravel, however,
since the City’s approach to homeless is based on programs that make the housing crisis
worse, not better.
Can the boosters restore Los Angeles as a boom town? Los Angeles is not about to become
boomtown 2.0 because the era of cheap urban land is gone, and the cost of cleared infill sites
and replacement projects is expensive, even with City Hall’s giveaways to developers. Plus,
the deindustrialization of Los Angeles, combined with growing economic inequality, caps the
number of high rollers and middle-class consumers who can buy or rent luxury apartments
in the high rise buildings favored by developers and elected officials.  
It is possible, however, to rectify two causes for LA’s steady decline:
The City must end land use practices that make the housing crisis worse, especially upzoning and density bonuses, camouflaged by the baseless claim that more expensive housing
brings down the cost of housing. Instead of aggravating the housing crisis by up-zoning, City
Hall must finally pursue policies that result in more low-priced non-market housing and
more consumer purchasing power for the victims – not the beneficiaries -- of the housing
crisis.
   (Dick Platkin is a former Los Angeles city planner who reports on local planning issues
for CityWatch. Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.)

C

a member of the powerful Planning and Land Use Management Committee, which oversees
many of the city’s biggest commercial and residential development projects.
Two months after a Las Vegas trip with Englander and others in 2017, the businessman
began cooperating with the FBI in an investigation focused on suspected pay-to-play schemes
involving Los Angeles public officials -- including ex-councilman Jose Huizar -- and made
secret recordings of Englander’s interactions with him, federal prosecutors said.

Huizar, the central figure in the six-year probe of City Hall, is charged
separately in a 41-count racketeering indictment alleging he accepted $1.5 million in bribes from developers in exchange for his support of downtown building projects.
The federal probe into suspected corruption in local politics also ensnared political operatives, lobbyists and the former general manager of the
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety.
Huizar, who represented downtown L.A. and was the chairman of the
Planning and Land Use Management Committee, has pleaded not guilty to the
charges against him. He faces trial next May.
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Bet On It. Trump Is Running.
By Debra J. Saunders

L

et’s not kid ourselves. Former — yes, former — President Donald Trump wants to run
for president in 2024, and so he shall.
The story some Republicans like to tell themselves — that Trump will not run again
for the White House because he knows he can’t win and he’s smart enough to see the glory
in being a GOP kingmaker — is wishful thinking.
Trump is enjoying leaving his plans unclear so he can lure various GOP hopefuls to
Mar-a-Lago to kiss his ring. Later, Trump can use their courtship against them.
He’ll run because he only gets the ego-slathering adulation he craves at a campaign
rally. If he dooms the GOP to failure and sows more discord among voters, he’s OK with
that.
He doesn’t mind losing, because he can pretend he didn’t lose, blame election fraud
and let his base shred any elected Republican who dares call out the emperor’s new clothes.
The base thinks that Trump’s critics lack courage when it’s really the likes of House
GOP leader Kevin McCarthy who folded to save his sorry skin.
In January, McCarthy declared that Trump “bears responsibility” for the Jan. 6 mob
move on Capitol Hill. Later, McCarthy retreated and, in an act of Trump fealty, turned on
Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., for not backing down from what he once said about the Capitol
riot
By a voice vote, House Republicans expelled Cheney from her No. 3 leadership spot.
McCarthy argued his party had to act to maintain the GOP’s status as a “big tent.”
As Cheney noted during remarks delivered on the eve of her ouster, the Electoral
College declared President Joe Biden the winner, more than 60 state and federal courts
rejected Trump campaign challenges, and Trump’s own Department of Justice found no
evidence of fraud.
To buy Trump’s claim that his victory was stolen, you have to believe that scores
of GOP officials dishonestly covered up election fraud, while Trump was the honest one
fighting a “rigged” system.
				*		*		*
Yes, Democrats gamed the election system to facilitate a Biden victory. But they did it
under cover of law. COVID-19 gave Dems an opportunity to make it easier to turn out their
vote. Trump’s amateur-hour lawyers failed to stop them.
Be it noted, Cheney was not a “never Trumper.” While she voted to impeach Trump
after Jan. 6, she voted against impeaching him in 2019 and supported him in 2020.
Former Trump assistant press secretary Austin Cantrell, a loyal one-time aide until
Jan. 6, is baffled at the leadership’s decision to go after Cheney.
The GOP should be focused on going after Biden’s border policy, gas shortages,
inflation and job numbers, Cantrell observed. “All this does is redirect attention from those
issues to our own family fights — all to change a conference chair that no one cares about
anyways!”
Cheney now says she’ll do anything she can to keep the former president out of the
Oval Office. A new group of Trump skeptics is threatening to pull out of the GOP.
“I think it’s political malpractice for a party that lost the Senate and the House and the
White House under Trump to stand behind him in 2024,” GOP strategist Alice Stewart told
me.
Yes, Stewart noted, Trump is great at raising money and turning out certain voters,
but the country doesn’t want his “toxic personality” in the Oval.
And so, Stewart concluded, “Nobody is going to be able to take him on unless they take
him out.”
Guess who just handed Liz Cheney a slingshot.
(Debra J. Saunders is a fellow at the Discovery Institute’s Chapman Center for Citizen
Leadership and writes for Creators Syndicate.)

Liberal View

Cracks in the Foundation

By Susan Estrich
OVID?
COVID-19 has all but disappeared from California. At this writing, our positivity rate
— the percentage of tests that are coming back positive — is 1.2%.
California has gone from being one of the worst places in the nation for COVID-19 to
being the best. The joke is that everyone who could get COVID already got it. The reality is
that California has been helped by the absence of a strong anti-vax movement in the state.
But there are cracks in the rosy picture.
COVID has laid bare the race gap, the class gap, the education gap and the employment
gap, along with the digital divide and the partisan divide in this country. The cracks in our
foundation have been painfully clear, whether you are measuring the rates of infection, the
mortality rates or the rates of vaccinations. Pick your favorite; the numbers will show that
educated middle- and upper-income white people were less likely to get COVID and 3 or 4
times less likely to die if they were to get it.
The vaccine is free in America. The big vaccination sites in Los Angeles County were
nowhere near West LA or Beverly Hills or Sherman Oaks, where white people are the
majority. There are no mobile vans nearby, no community centers offering vaccines, no
outreach efforts in Brentwood, O.J. Simpson’s old stomping ground. It doesn’t matter. A
free vaccine and a convenient location haven’t been enough to close the huge gaps between
whites and Hispanics and Blacks.
But the situation at home simply cannot be compared to what we are seeing in the rest
of the world.
There is no bigger gap right now than the gap between us and them, between the
United States, where vaccines are sitting in freezers, and India, where it has been reported
that only 2% of the population is fully vaccinated.
Our economy is supposed to be fully “open” this month. But no one is talking about
full-blown herd immunity anymore. So what do we do about the rest of the world?
Our relationship with the rest of the world has been complicated enough without
COVID. Much of the world depends on our tourist dollars. Many Americans are ready to
go — somewhere. The world may be ready to open its doors to us, but are we ready to open
our doors to the world?
Pandemics are earthquakes of a global proportion.
Cracks get bigger when the earth moves, as anyone from California can tell you.

C

(Susan Estrich writes fort Creators Syndicate.)
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Liberal View

True Friends of Israel

W

By Susan Estrich,
Creators Syndicate

hen I used to do politics in Boston, there was a saying about loyalty. Loyalty isn’t
about sticking by your friends when they’re right. That’s easy; mostly, it involves
joining the parade. No, loyalty is about sticking by your friends when they need
help, when the easy thing to do is turn your back.
I have a lot of wishes.
I wish the people in Gaza had not chosen a terrorist organization to lead the territory.
I wish Israel had no reason to fear for its security, no legitimate security reasons for
continuing to occupy the territories.
If you want to make the case that Israel is right to be fearful, nothing proves it like the
events of May. Upwards of 4,000 rockets were fired in the direction of civilian populations
in Israel. There were no early warnings. The people sending those rockets aimed to kill as
many Israelis as they could — including women and children and the elderly. That they did
not is a measure of their technological backwardness, not any kind of moral superiority.
There are many complicated solutions to the issues plaguing both Israel and the
Palestinians. It’s not as if any of the Arab countries in the region want the Palestinians.
But there is an easy solution to the most pressing issues in Gaza that is entirely in the
hands of the people there, not the Israelis.
Get rid of Hamas.
Do not let their leaders hide among the women and children, only to show those
pictures to the Western press as proof of Israel’s supposed butchery. It is proof that Israel
is at least aiming, and that it’s offering warnings before bombing Gaza, which is more than
can be said of those who launched the thousands of missiles at Israel — and the people who
let them take over.
Don’t get me wrong. I am as critical of Israel as anyone, among friends. As a Jew,
I want Israel to be better. I have seen firsthand the arrogance and the determination of
Israelis to never again be marched to slaughter, or be taken advantage of, for instance by
me. I have seen many cases where I thought Israel went too far.
I don’t want to be in a position where my best defense is that Israel is no worse.
Because we all know that is simply not true. Israel is far, far better. And that’s where
the fact of anti-Semitism keeps coming in.
If, in terms of respect for human rights, Israel is far, far better than the rest of the
Middle East; most, if not all, of Africa; most of Central and South America; and most of
Asia, then what reason in the world is there for the divestment campaigns aimed at Israel?
What reason is there for the angry protests and loud denunciations of the only Jewish
state on the planet?
If it’s not anti-Semitism, tell my why so many have singled out Israel.
The left in America was the first to point out — rightly, I think — that racist rhetoric
encourages racist actions.
So what about the denunciations of Israel by the left? Since when did a terrorist group
who oppresses women and gays and transgender individuals become the darling of the
American left? I simply do not get it. Or rather, I do. I always have.
My favorite book from my childhood is “I Never Saw Another Butterfly,” a collection
of art by children in the Terezin concentration camp, who were sent to slaughter while the
world stood by. America has lost more than half a million of our neighbors and family to
COVID-19, matching the number of Americans killed in World War II, Korea and Vietnam.
Now contemplate almost 12 times that many, which is the number of Jews who were lost in
the Holocaust. I can’t.
Out of the ashes came Israel. You don’t have to love it, as I do. But at least recognize
that you need a reason to single out Israel in the whole world community, a reason that has
nothing whatsoever to do with the fact that you singled out the only Jewish state on the
planet. A coincidence of genocidal dimensions?

Mark Twain Visit To the Holy Land
(Continued from page 1)

peddles the distortion and lie that American history is about a dominant, oppressive white
class rather than an ongoing struggle for all to take personal responsibility to prevail under
freedom.
Worse, those who choose to buy into the great lie that their lives are about what others
do, rather than what they themselves choose, get paid off politically or in lawsuits resulting
from inevitable tragedies that emerge from this culture of irresponsibility.
Similarly, Palestinian terrorists get paid off by sponsor-terrorist nations such as Iran,
and through massive foreign aid from confused, left-wing-dominated Western countries.
Subsidizing blame and irresponsibility produces squalor.
A culture of hard work and personal responsibility, despite a world that is often unclear
and often seems unfair and unjust, produces miracles like the modern state of Israel.
(Star Parker is president of the Center for Urban Renewal and Education, host of the
weekly television show “Cure America with Star Parker” and writes for Creators Syndicate.)
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Letter to the Editor

Unhappy with Homelessness
J

ust about everybody sees the proliferation of homelessness in their neighborhoods,
along the freeways, next to our supermarkets, on our library grounds, at our parks.
And we all supported the propositions that created homeless solution funding. Then
we heard about $500,000 homes built using these funds, and actually very few at any
cost. Something is wrong with that scenario, and it isn’t hard to figure out what it is.
REQUIREMENTS CREEP, the nemesis of progress and doing well. Just a little bit
more, and then just a little bit more. And by the way, how many layers are in charge of
the various aspects, and all needing massive staffing.
After all, we have to oversee, we have to make sure every PC aspect is in place,
and we have to spend that money- oh yeah. Well, a lot of people do not like the pace
and implementation that is going on, and I am one of them. To me, the requirements
are simple: inexpensive costing, simple shelter, and potential rehabilitation if it can be
done. And that’s it, that’s the requirements. I have always thought that maybe areas
can be set aside for homeless communities, where the people living there can sustain
themselves by supporting their own needs with focused work efforts, such as gardening,
maintenance, store-keeping, etc. and some of the proposition funding can be funneled
into the community in that way.
Well, a breathe of fresh air. A letter to the editor in the April 19, 2021 Daily News
sent in by L.O. from Porter Ranch. The idea that empty military bases were actual
housing at one time, and have all the infrastructure necessary to be so again. Maybe
communal, but containing bunks, kitchens, bath areas, even gardening areas to raise
vegetables. And interestingly, if these areas were built by the military, they came in cheap
and containing the necessities to allow our “boys” in the armed forces to actually live in
places considered quite acceptable.
Now let’s think further inside the box- could other areas within our country be used
to build the same plans for further homeless sheltering? And if this is a national problem,
why not elicit the support of the Army Corps of engineers to help? Oh my goodness,
maybe yes, and surprise, everyone of those homeless people would have a small area of
privacy, a common bathroom, a common kitchen, a BX. Such communities are already
accepted by anyone who lives anywhere near a military base.
 	
Surprisingly, absolutely NO ONE appreciates this situation. Even the homeless are
always in fear that they will be arrested or detained, and all the communities see is trash,
waste, feces, shopping carts, old motorhomes, crummy looking tents , derelicts. This is
NOT what belongs in any community.  
Governor Newson and Mayor Garcetti, neither of you was elected and given
executive powers without expectations. Those expectations include that public property
be respected, and your offices are not satisfying this basic charter. Stop finding excuses,
be better leaders and take some action. What I have proposed is an inexpensive, easy to
accomplish resolution to the homeless problem. Once they are properly housed, further
support effort to bring their mind-set forward can receive focus, but you must start at
basic levels and begin this process. Please stop passing the buck, take the bull by the
proverbial horns, and get moving. 		
- Joe Goldstein - Porter Ranch

2nd the Motion?

S

Recall Effort Against DA
George Gascon

ignature-gathering has been approved for the effort to recall Los Angeles County
District Attorney George Gascon.
Backers of the recall must gather valid signatures from 579,062 registered voters in
the county -- 10% of the total number of voters in the county -- by Oct. 27 for the recall
to qualify for the ballot.
Elected officials must be in office for at least 90 days before a recall effort can be
started. Gascon was sworn in on Dec. 7.
Gascon has drawn criticism from crime victims and prosecutors over various
directives, including not seeking the death penalty, not seeking sentencing enhancements
in most cases and keeping cases involving juveniles out of adult courts.
(Continued on page 12)
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Your LA City Budget:
Not Enough Red Ink Left in
the Bottle!
By Jack Humphreville

ITY WATCH LA - Despite the infusion of $1.35 billion from the Federal government, the
City of Los Angeles still has a Structural Deficit that it is unwilling to attack.    
According the Four Year Budget Outlook, the City is projecting a budget surplus of $309
million for the 2025-26 fiscal year. But when this projection is adjusted for increases from
new labor agreements with the police, firefighters, and civilian employees (an estimated $220
million) and lower revenues based on more realistic growth rates (an estimated $400 million),
the surplus turns into a $300 million deficit.
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LOCAL Events
Mayor Proposes $1,000
a Month for Low-Income
Angelenos, To Cost Billions City
Does
Not Have
Mason Park
Basketball
Easter at Shepherd Church

Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi
Street in Porter Ranch, as Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford
tells the inspiring resurrection story of Jesus Christ —
a timeless event over 2,000 years ago that fulfilled
God’s redemption plan and brought hope for all mankind!
You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray,
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday,
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

scientist & Professor at Texas Tech University and Rev. Dr.
Richard Lyon, Psychotherapist & Presbyterian Minister.
All viewpoints welcome for this intriguing and important
discussion.

to Juan Soto, director.
E-Textile Workshops
Priority numbers must be submitted and postmarked by
Kids and Teens (ages 7-18), join us for this four-part series
March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th, at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and projects. It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and
will continue until the league is full.
sign-ups are required. For more info please call 818-368-5687.
Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts,
officials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and
Tiny Tots Storytime
insurance are NOT included!
Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads
Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration
Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15. wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30
Jack Humphreville
and schedule for Youth BasketballBy
Summer
2018, according There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices AM in the Chatsworth Library. The library is located at 21052
ITY WATCH LA - The Mayor’s Proposed Budget calls
an “investment”
start for
in mid-May,
with games starting in June.
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth. For more information
of $24 million in a Universal Basic Income (“UBI”) pilotEvaluation
program will
thatbewill
held May 5 for most ages. May 6 call (818) 341-4276.
provide 2,000 low income Angelenos with $1,000 a monthfor
in most
unrestricted
funds
evaluations,
May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.
Seated Exercise Classes
for one year, a total of $12,000 for each participant.  
Volunteer
coaches are needed.
The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every
Modeled after the Stockton Economic Empowerment Demonstration,
this pilot
Masonwhere
Park isthey
located
at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth, Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM. The video classes
is to designed to provide participants a degree of financial stability
have
818-998-6377.
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training. The
better job prospects, avoid debt, alleviate stress, live healthier
lives, and have a
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.
better quality of life.
Egg
and Basketball
For more information call (818) 341-4276.
While this pilot program is being financed with one-time money from
theHunt
Federal
Come
to be
Chatsworth
government, the City Administrative Officer stated that there
may
a desire Park
to South for a day of fun filled
events including
a free
workshop with a special
Build a Masterpiece
continue this program, adding to the projected $138 million
budget gap
in basketball
the
guest: the NBA’s Matt Barnes on Saturday, March 31. The
Bring your ideas, images, and imagination to this National
following year (FY 2022-23).  
workshops
will expound
be dividedon
by age group culminating in a five- Poetry Month program. Let’s build a poem! Hosted by
While the proponents of the Universal Basic Income will
no doubt
on-fi
ve
game
with
Matt
Barnes
There will also be a spring award-winning poet, Jeffry Jensen. Refreshments will be
all the many benefits of this program, there has not been any conversation about
egg hunt with crafts, snacks, food trucks, games, and face served, Tuesday, April 17, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch
the overall cost of this program if it was available to all Angelenos.  
painting.
The park
is located at 22360 Devonshire Street. Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.
This is a budget busting proposition. If UBI was offered
to 400,000
low income
RSVPwould
for basketball
Angelenos, or 10% of the City’s four million residents,Please
the cost
be $4.8at (818) 341-6595.
One World Storytelling
billion. This equals over 70% of the normalized General Fund revenues
for Preparation
next
Free Tax
Clinic
On Wednesday, April 18 at 3:30 PM, Barbara Wong will
year and would require a massive tax increase.
The CSUN VITA Clinic is offering free tax preparation be sharing stories from around the world with children in first
If the City decided to raise all the necessary funds from
our property
taxes,
our education now through April through fifth grade at the Chatsworth Library. The Library
services
as well as
financial
real estate taxes would increase by almost two-thirds.   15th to low income taxpayers in North Hills, Canoga Park, is located at 21502 Devonshire Street. Call (818) 341-4276 for
Alternatively, if the City relied solely on the sales tax,Northridge,
our rates would
Northincrease
Hollywood, Pacoima, Sun Valley, San more information.
by 8.5%, from an already high 9.5% to 18%.  
Fernando City, Panorama City, and Van Nuys. Services will
Our Lady of Lourdes
Needless to say, this tax increase will never see the light
of day
at CSUN
City Hall,
be offered
at the
campus on Mondays through Fridays
Theatre
Repertoire
of Our Lady of Lourdes (TROLL)
causing our politicians to look to the State for funding.   and at multiple remote locations throughout
the San Fernando
isadvantaged
neighborhoods,
characterized
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and
presents:
Wiley
and
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Man, aunemployment
play by Suzan Zeder.
The State is also considering a bill (AB 65) that would
establish
a
Universal
Valley on Saturdays. While taxpayers
willsocio-economic
be encouraged tochallenges, could pose particular
other
environmental
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to
experience the magical way a young girl discovers
Basic Income of $1,000 a month. However, there has not been
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appointment,
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to the extent ofCome
brain
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