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LA’s Budget:
A Train Wreck
By Jack Humphreville

he Los Angeles City Council approved a “fiscally responsible”
budget for the upcoming fiscal year beginning July 1, 2017
despite what they claimed were “challenging” economic times.
But despite all the self-congratulatory speeches, the City’s budget is a
train wreck as pension denier Paul Krekorian, the Chair of the Budget
and Finance Committee, City Council President Herb Wesson, and
Mayor Eric Garcetti continue to kick the budget can down our lunar
cratered streets.
During the past month, while the members of Budget and Finance
Committee considered next year’s budget, they did not address the
$91 million budget deficit for the current fiscal year that ends on June
30, 2017. This shortfall was lowered to $55 million by raiding the
City’s Reserve Fund for $36 million, a stunt that will cause the City’s
two rainy day funds to be more than $200 million below the $579
million level recommended by the City Administrative Officer.
How the City proposes to cover this $55 million black hole will
most likely result in another assault on the Reserve Fund or even
more budget shenanigans involving the proprietary departments and
other special funds.
Next year’s budget will $5.8 billion, a record as revenues are
expected to increase by $238 million (4.3%). But the ‘balanced”
By Lara Santos, Valley Voice Student Reporter
budget is “challenging” as it is held together by bubblegum as Mayor
Garcetti and his fellow spendthrifts on the City Council are banking
n anonymous female studying at California State University Northridge stated through sips of her iced chai
on a number of optimistic assumptions.
tea latte, “I didn’t know he could do that. It seems so stupid—he fired him because he was looking into a case
The City is counting on receiving the Power Revenue Transfer
about him. It seems like he’s hiding something.”
Fee/Tax of $242.5 million, even though it is subject to a class action
Of the individuals that were open to speaking with me when asked if they would talk about how they feel with
lawsuit. The City is also assuming that the DWP Electric Users’ Tax
will increase 11% to $407 million; that Airbnb regulations will not the current actions taken by President Donald Trump, many had the same or similar responses as the anonymous
change and will provide $33.7 million in hotel tax revenues; and that individual quoted just above about the firing of James Comey. The firing of James Comey as the Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation by the president was just one topic discussed, as the proposed healthcare bill to
replace Obamacare was another topic that many in the San Fernando Valley illustrated their feelings towards.
21-year-old Eden Ruben speaks on the topic of the firing as well, saying she thought that “if Trump had a
problem with him, he should’ve fired him when he took office, not 100 plus days when he took term.”
Trump has actually commented on the point made by Ruben.
In an interview with Lester Holt, Trump said, “Regardless of recommendation, I was going to fire Comey.”
Many questions about the ethics and rationale of the time frame in which Trump fired Comey have been
raised.
Many wonder if the Trump investigation Comey was a part of will still continue; in contrast, many wonder if
there even is anything to investigate.

SFV Students Give
Trump Low Grades

A

revenue from Licenses, Permits, Fees, and Fines (70% of which are
internal transfers between City departments and subject to budget
gymnastics) will increase by hefty 14% ($127 million) to over $1
billion.
The City also diverted $75 million from the Budget Stabilization
Fund, one of the City’s two rainy day funds, to the General Fund,
violating one of the financial pillars put in place by the City
Administrative Officer to prevent overspending in fat years.
The City is also assuming that expenditures will not exceed
budgeted amounts. But that is questionable as the Liability Claims,
police overtime, and budget reserves (unappropriated balances)
may be subject to unanticipated increases. This overspending has
been the case in recent years.
The real problem is future budgets as the Four Year Outlook
anticipates a budget gap $104 million in the following year that
begins on July 1, 2018. But in her memo of May 12, the Chief
Legislative Analyst warned that pension, liability claims, workers’
compensation, and labor costs may exceed the projected levels. This
implies a budget gap considerably more than $104 million.
Over the next four years, the budget gap is projected to be
around $300 million. But when you add the real cost of pensions,
the impact of new labor contracts, and the necessary funds to repair
our streets and the rest of our deteriorating infrastructure, the
cumulative four year budget gap soars to $3.4 billion, an average of
$850 million a year.
During the budget hearings, Bob Blumenfield complained
that none of the Councilmembers were at City Hall when the
actions that resulted in the large legal settlements were committed.

						
*		
*		
*
However, regardless of the intentions, background, time frame, and more, it is clear that Trump will have to
soon propose a new director for the FBI.
In the shifting of the topic to the bill that recently passed through the House, Ruben continued in saying, “I
think that, as of right now, and I haven’t read the bill, and a lot of Republican senators haven’t read the bill, it’s
not a good thing because it takes away from 24 million and that’s a lot of people. I don’t agree with it, and until I
hear more I can’t add more.”
Upon hearing that number, I looked up the number of individuals insured myself, and there is discrepancy
regarding the true total.
CNN’s money section reports that about 10.4 million individuals were insured since June of 2016, and The
Daily Signal reported earlier this year that that number was 14 million. Beyond these news sites, even the federal
government’s website for healthcare, Healthcare.gov, does not explicitly report statistics of how many individuals
are insured through the still existing Affordable Care Act.
For however many millions covered under the present government healthcare, there is a lot that is still up in
the air for what will happen, pending the proposed bill under the Trump administration.
65-year-old Raul Ruiz, when asked about his thoughts on said bill, said, “No good. Well, I think it’s very bad
for the elderly; the poor… it’s a terrible bill.”

						
*		
*		
*
Another individual open to speaking about the bill commented as well.
While his friend stood quietly beside him, Drake Baker, another CSUN student said, “I think it’s ridiculous.
It’s terrible. One, the Republicans are just pushing it because they don’t believe the rich should be taxed more for
healthcare. They believe everyone should be responsible for their own healthcare, and I think that’s unfair. And
a lot of the Republicans didn’t read the bill. It was more just getting rid of Obamacare.”
It is clear that some individuals feel strongly about Trump’s American Health Care Act, and that some
individuals want to learn more before forming and formulating their stance on it, but for the latter, there is still
time. The new bill still has weeks until it is scheduled for a vote in the Senate.
It has been over 100 days that Trump has been president. From the present firing and talks of new healthcare,
to international affairs, to immigration, and more, there has always been something to report on.
Though Trump undoubtedly still has supporters in the SFV, there have been an overwhelming amount of
individuals who have expressed only discontent or something close to it when asked about how he is handling the
country.
Baker answers the last question I have for him and sums up what nearly all the people who chose to speak to
me about the topic said.
When I ask him how he feels about the Trump administration overall, he concludes our talk with saying, “It’s
(Continued on page 3) crazy. It’s kind of sad.”

At Risk: CA National
Parks, LA’s Angeles
Crest on Hit List
By Jill Richardson

I

’m writing this from Yellowstone National Park (photo above). Established in 1872, this
was our first National Park. The world’s first, in fact.
In an interesting window into how politics worked then (and now, arguably), Congress
agreed to preserve this land only after being assured that it was entirely “worthless.”
Of course, that was an utter lie. But for once in our nation’s history, lying in politics did
some good.
The real value of this park wasn’t known then, you see. Nobody knew that it set a precedent
for the establishment of an entire National Park system that would encompass a network of
public lands across the country.
ACTION INFO: If you love our country’s wild places and want your grandchildren to
Nobody knew yet that the animals on this land would become rare outside it — and have the opportunity to visit them, you can visit Regulations.gov to tell the government you
might’ve been lost for good if they weren’t allowed to roam free here.
want our National Monuments preserved.
For that matter, nobody would know for a long time to come that predators are important
to ecosystems. Even after the establishment of many National Parks and the protection of
wildlife therein, park personnel actively killed predators within the parks’ borders.
And yet, yesterday I saw a wolf and a grizzly, both wild apex predators. Not in a zoo. And
I saw them at close range. It was the experience of a lifetime.
Other National Parks haven’t had such an easy path to preservation.
Creating a National Park requires an act of Congress. The Grand Canyon, the Great
he opening of the $2.6 billion stadium that will house the Rams and Chargers in
Smoky Mountains, the Grand Tetons, and many, many other beloved parks, even once
Inglewood has been delayed by one year, due largely to unusually heavy winter rainfall
identified as places to preserve for the enjoyment of all Americans, didn’t immediately receive
that hampered construction, officials announced.
such protection.
The stadium is now scheduled to be open for the 2020 NFL season.
Far too often, individuals see our nation’s great places as opportunities for private profit.
``Despite bringing drought relief to the region, the rain fell during the mass excavation
Loggers attempted to cut down every possible tree in the Great Smoky Mountains before
period of construction when no other work could proceed in wet conditions,'' according
they were shut out when it became a National Park. Entire populations of birds in Florida
to a statement issued by the Rams. ``As a result, we experienced significant delays and lost
were killed to provide feathers for women’s hats before their habitat was protected. And a
the better part of two months from early January into the beginning of March.''
U.S. senator opposed turning the Grand Canyon into a National Park because he wanted to
A groundbreaking ceremony for the project was held in November, and crews have
personally profit from the natural wonder.
already
excavated an estimated 6 million cubic yards of dirt.
When Congress won’t act to protect our country’s most beautiful and valuable places, the
According
to the Rams and Chargers, moving back the opening date to 2020 will
president can do it with just the stroke of a pen.
provide ``flexibility'' to accommodate any additional delays.
Yet right now, Donald Trump is on track to throw away part of our national heritage. He’s
As a result of the delay, the Rams will continue playing at Los Angeles Memorial
ordered a review of all National Monuments created since 1996, and may well remove some to
Coliseum
and the Chargers will remain at StubHub Center in Carson through the 2019
make way for mining corporations and other extractive industries to operate there.
NFL season.
The monuments on hit list include the San Gabriel mountains in Southern California,
The stadium, with an estimated capacity of about 70,000, is expected to include 275
where hikers from Los Angeles, Orange County, and San Diego all converge for exercise and
luxury suites, more than 16,000 premium seats and have nearly 3 million square feet of
recreation in a breathtakingly beautiful place, and Carrizo Plain, also in California, which
usable space. The overall project has a price tag estimated at about $2.6 billion.
experienced a super bloom that drew wildflower enthusiasts from all over this past spring.
A great many beloved National Parks were National Monuments first: the Grand Canyon,
According to contractors, the stadium construction will provide more than 3,500 onChaco Canyon, Olympic, Death Valley, Joshua Tree, the Grand Tetons, and more.
site construction jobs in Inglewood and more than 10,000 jobs by the time it is completed.
The story of our National Parks and Monuments is a triumph of the interests of all
The stadium is expected to be the centerpiece of an entertainment and commercial
Americans over the private interests of the few.
center spanning roughly 300 acres.

“Delay of Game” Called on Rams
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High School Athletics Near an
End of the School Year
By David Powell for the Valley Voice

T

he regular spring sports competitions are now completed and only CIF playoffs remain on the sports calendar.
Following the playoffs there will be final exams (fun ?), graduation events for the senior class (more fun) and
the much anticipated summer vacation (even more fun).
Sierra Canyon has continued its fall and winter athletic successes with a full slate of spring sports. There
have been strong performances by many teams and athletes in a wide variety of competitions.
In swimming, the Trailblazers had success in the CIF-SS (California Interscholastic Federation – Southern
Section) swim meet.. Top swimmers in aquatic events include Nate Biondi, with wins in both the 50 yard and 100
yard freestyle, and sophomore Marissa Johnson who won the title in the 500 meter freestyle.
The winning tradition continued with the SC Lacrosse team claiming a third consecutive league championship
as the team was undefeated in league play at 6-0.
Also undefeated during the regular season was the golf team. Coach Mike Low and his young team competed
in the CIF qualifier tournament where they placed second to conclude their season.
The softball team is extending its season. After compiling a 17-5-1 record, the team moves on to the playoffs.
The Trailblazers are the top seeded team in the CIF-SS Division 6 playoffs. This team is loaded with talent. The
team batting average is over .400 and is scoring runs at a pace that has led to many lopsided victories. Janae
Weiss leads the team with 20 homeruns and Sarah Schneider has 17 stolen bases. The team also sports strong
pitching behind Alyssa Nunez and Caitlyn Rivera who have been the winning pitchers in all 22 wins. In the first
round of the CIF playoffs, the Trailblazers defeated Lancaster 22-5 and moved on to the next round.
				

*		

*		

*

Continuing success on the “field of dreams” is the baseball team. With a 10-2 record, the team finished
Photo by David Powell
second in the Gold Coast League. Overall, the team was 23-7 and qualified for the CIF playoffs. In the playin game for inclusion in the main draw SC defeated
Camarillo 7-2. The team followed up this win with
a victory over Ventura 9-6 (in 10 innings) to advance
to the second round, before losing next to Walnut.
Senior Seth Stone is multitalented as a pitcher and
infielder. With a pitching record of 7-2 and 41 hits in
82 at bats (a .500 batting average), he has contributed
to the team’s success (See Photo).
As the school year reaches its final weeks,
Trailblazer awards were presented to the outstanding
male and female student athletes for academic and
athletic performance. This year’s awards went to
Taylor Mitchell (soccer) and Niko Harris (football).
Another school enjoying post season play is
Bishop Alemany High. The softball team was led
by Jordan Hinkle, a junior with an amazing batting
average of .526. In a first round game in the CIF-SS
playoffs the Warriors defeated Troy 4-0.
In swimming senior Katherine Wagner claimed
CIF championship titles in both the 50 and 100 yard
freestyle races.
The Alemany baseball team qualified as a wild
card team in the CIF playoffs. A hard fought 1-0 loss
to Oaks Christian ended the Warriors season.
All student athletes end the school year knowing
they have put in hard work training and practicing.
Whether their respective teams won or lost they have
improved their skills at the sport and learned important
lifelong lessons such as hard work, teamwork, practice,
Move-in Ready Single- & Two-Story Homes Available
and commitment. Nothing is handed to you in high
school sports (no participation trophies for just showing
up) and the same is true in life. Thanks to the players,
coaches, administrators, and supporters for a great
2016-2017 prep sports year.
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But this will be the same comment in 20 years when
Angelenos and the politicians will be wondering why
Mayor Garcetti, pension denier Paul Krekorian,
the Chair of the Budget and Finance Committee,
and City Council President Herb Wesson put their
heads in the sand and ignored the City’s impending
financial meltdown.
As the Los Angeles Times editorialized, our
overly optimistic mayor and the City Council need
to GET REAL on the City’s precarious finances. It is
not fair to burden the next generation of Angelenos
with Structural Deficits, unsustainable pension
obligations, and a broken infrastructure.
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for
CityWatch. He is the President of the DWP Advocacy
Committee and is the Budget and DWP representative
for the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council. He is
a Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate. He can be
reached at: lajack@gmail.com.)
June, 2017
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What Does God Know?
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

M

any of us have questions about God—who He is, where He is, and what He does.
Currently at Shepherd Church, we are in a series studying God’s nature. The
series is called “YHWH,” which is the sacred Hebrew name for God, appearing
some 6800 times in the Old Testament. (You can view all past sermons in this series by
visiting LiftUpJesus.com, or please join us at Shepherd Church as we continue this special
series.)
One of the things we’ve learned so far is that God is omniscient. The word “omni”
means “all,” and the word “science” means knowledge. This means that God is all knowing.
He knows everything. Psalm 147:5 declares, “Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his
understanding has no limit.”
Throughout the Bible, it is clear that God has an incredible view from above. He sees
our past, present, and future. Jeremiah 1:5 indicates that God knew you before He even
formed you in your mother’s womb. Isaiah 40:28 says, “Have you not known? Have you
not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does
not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.” Even if we were to say that
God’s vision is like a satellite in space, a high-powered microscope, an MRI machine,
and the Central Intelligence Agency, it would not even begin to capture His manifold
knowledge and wisdom!
You and I, on the other hand, have a limited view from below. As a pastor, I get asked
deep and important questions all the time. But as much as I have studied the Bible and
sought wisdom from the Lord, my understanding is limited. There are some things I cannot
fully fathom. They are too awesome, too marvelous for me. God’s ways and thoughts are
higher than mine, as Isaiah 55:8-9 states unequivocally.
And the biggest thing I fail to understand is why God—the almighty, all powerful,
omnipresent, omniscient Creator of the universe—is interested in me. I relate to David
when he asks the question in Psalm 8:4: “What is mankind that you are mindful of them,

human beings that you care for them?” And yet Jesus says in Matthew 10:30 that “even
the very hairs on your head are all numbered.” Psalm 56:8 reveals that God keeps track
of our tears, and Psalm 139:1-4 tells us that God knows when we get up and when we lie
down, and He knows everything we say.
So what should we do with this wonderful information about God’s omniscience?
I believe it shows us that our best decision is to follow God and to trust Him because he
knows what’s best for us. He knows our needs (Isaiah 65:24). God is the One who knows
you the most and who loves you the most (John 3:16-17).
And most importantly, of all the amazing things God’s knowledge comprises, He
knows that you need a savior. He knows that you and I are sinners and that our sin
separates us from Him because He is holy. So, God sent His Son Jesus Christ to die on
the cross for our sins. “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours
but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). God raised Jesus from the grave
on the third day. In doing so, our Heavenly Father “canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it
to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle
of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (Colossians 2:14-16).
Turn, today, to the One who knows all. Give him your cares and worries because
He cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). There is one thing I know for certain in this world, and
it is this: God is an awesome, holy, loving, and merciful God, and He wants us to trust
and obey Him.
(Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDownBook.
com) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has
campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the West Valley. You can connect with
Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.)
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Bad Things
Happen

ad things happen. They happen to good people.
Contrary to common perception, bad things
also happen to bad people. The difference is not
so much in what happens, but in what happens to the
person.
When bad things happen to bad people, they are
confirmed in their badness. "We knew it all along,"
they say. "The world is a bad place. The only way to get
anywhere in life is by being badder than all the other
baddies."
When something bad happens to a good person, it
makes him or her a better person.
Trust in G‑d is a great virtue. The Talmud and other
sources of Jewish lore are full of shining examples of
men and women whose faith in G‑d and their trust in
His salvation never wavered, even in the most trying of
circumstances.
But, said the founder of Chassidism, Rabbi Israel
Baal Shem Tov, there are times when it is forbidden to
trust in G‑d.
Trust in G‑d, said the Baal Shem Tov, is a great
virtue when applied to one's own life. But to resort
to trust in G‑d in matters concerning others' lives is
a grave sin. If you hear of a fellow in need and you say
"G‑d will provide," if your reaction to your neighbor's
difficulties is "G‑d will help," you're not being pious.
You are simply shirking your responsibility toward
your fellow man.
The same double standard applies to taking a
"philosophical view" on pain and suffering. To justify
another person's suffering, to see something positive
and gainful in another's pain, is callous, cruel and
plain wrong. Unless you are a prophet (in which case
G‑d might appear to you and say, "Go to so-and-so and
tell him that such-and-such happened, or will happen,
because he did this-and-that"), you have no business
explaining other people's lives. Or defending G‑d's way
of running His world (He doesn't need your help).
But that's exactly what a good person does regarding
his or her own troubles. When something bad happens
to him, he says: "Where did I go wrong?" She says:
"Someone is trying to tell me something. What might
that be? What can I learn from this?" He says: "Now I
can appreciate the value of health and prosperity. Now
I understand what so-and-so was going through."
A good person who lived 850 years ago put it thus:
"To say, 'This is just how the world runs, and this
trouble happened to happen,' is an act of cruelty, for it
causes a person to persist in his negative ways... [rather,]
it should serve to rouse the heart and open pathways of
return to G‑d" (Maimonides). (By Yanki Tauber)
Chabad of Chatsworth,
Rabbi Yossi & Necha Spritzer
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Socialists Lie, People Die
By Laura Hollis

L

ast month's Wall Street Journal featured yet another article about Venezuela. Titled simply,
"Venezuela is starving," the article starts with a subhead about how Venezuela was "once
Latin America's richest country." It goes on to describe how Venezuela has degenerated
into a hellhole of widespread starvation: Venezuelans are forced to forage through garbage
looking for anything edible. Farmers, already decimated by shortages and government price
controls, have their meager crops stolen right out of the ground. Eleven percent of the children
in some of the poorest areas are at risk of death from severe acute malnutrition. Nearly 20
percent of children under five across the country are chronically malnourished. The situation
for adults is not much better.
The food shortage is one of many crises facing the country. Last May, The New York
Times wrote about the disastrous collapse of Venezuela's health care system: the complete lack
of medicines, shortages of basic items like surgical gloves and soap, broken X-ray and dialysis
machines, patients without beds lying in pools of their own blood, and people dying because the
electricity needed for respirators is cut off.
The socialist government of President Nicolas Maduro is, of course, in denial. Maduro
defiantly refused international medical aid last year, saying, "I doubt that anywhere in the world,
except in Cuba, there exists a better health system than this one." One physician interviewed by
the Journal said, "Here, for the government, there are no malnourished children. The reality is
this is an epidemic."
After a century of proof of collectivism's failure — and the destruction and misery that
it leaves in its wake — it is hard to know whether to weep or curse at headlines like this. It is

Maintaining Our Values
in Sports Culture
By Pastor Josh Merrill

E

very sport has a culture. Although the sport itself is what initially draws us to the game—
whether that sport is baseball, basketball, football, soccer, swimming, mixed martial arts,
and more—there is a certain culture that goes alongside it. Oftentimes, we don’t even
realize the culture or persona we’ve taken on as we start consuming the sport. This goes for the
shoes and apparel we buy, to the leagues in which we choose to play and the professional team
to which we pledge our loyalty.
Looking back at my competitive playing days (I still play, but it’s not pretty), it is much
easier to see the negative side of this culture I was consumed by. The desire to fit in and to
accept the things that a sport promotes can pull us away from that which God is calling us to.
We get started in a sport and practice for countless hours. We play and watch and talk about
everything having to do with that new sport. Then all at once, it seems our identity is wrapped
up in our sport.
So how do you play the sport you love and remain true to yourself and the values you hold?
This question is not an easy one to answer. It is a topic that is rarely discussed, but it must be
addressed. Do you have a young athlete? Does he or she want the latest athletic shoes named
after their favorite player? Are they emulating the culture of that sport? Is it positive in their
life? Is it going to take them where they want to go? These are not only questions for our youth,
but also for adults.
My belief is that there is no greater life than knowing and serving Jesus Christ, who is
God’s Son and the Savior of the world. His Word leads us in the way of everlasting life in
Heaven—and part of that plan is how we conduct ourselves here on earth. So, as Christian
athletes striving to be “the light of the world” as Jesus instructed us to be in Matthew 5:14, we
must ask ourselves certain questions before we are swept away by the culture around us. If our
children play sports, we need to ask ourselves:
- What values do my kids’ coach hold? Are they elevating winning and the game over the
value of each person, good sportsmanship, character, etc.?
- What beliefs and morals will they instill in my kid?
- Am I as a father/mother blinded by my passion for a sport and zeal for my child to
succeed that I, too, am sending a mixed signal?
With three young children of my own and pastoring a sports program in which thousands
of people are involved, my goal is to create and environment and an atmosphere where God
is honored. I want people young and old to be able to serve God through the sport they love
without compromising to the values they hold.
Sports in itself has a culture. Just as Hollywood has tried to hijack our morals, so has sports
in many ways. But I think it’s absolutely possible to maintain our faith, morals, and values
within the sport we enjoy, despite its culture. I think asking ourselves the tough questions is a
great way to start. Praying and asking God to examine our ways, heart, and motives, invites
Him in to lead us to make decisions that are honoring to Him. And ultimately, when we follow,
it brings Him—not us—the most glory.

always heartbreaking to see people suffer. It is unfathomable that they continue to suffer
because another generation has been taken in by the same empty promises trotted out by the
next iteration of lying leftist politicians.
Hugo Chavez, Maduro's predecessor, originally bought Venezuelans' loyalty with
spending on social programs paid for by the country's oil revenues. But he also lured them
into his socialist "Bolivarian Revolution" with a stereotypical siren song, demonizing business
and accusing private industry of greed. Chavez' proposed solution was nationalization. He
started with the oil industry, followed by agriculture, finance, manufacturing, finance, steel,
telecommunications, transportation and tourism.
The country is now reaping the results. A pig farmer, Alberto Troiani, explained that
price controls imposed by the government made it impossible for him to pay his bills. He
is not alone; 82 percent of Venezuela's pig farms have shut down in just five years. "The
government thinks its survival is in communism," Troiani said, "Not in us, not with
production. And that's where they're wrong."
				
*		
*		
*
Oscar Wilde once described second marriages as "the triumph of hope over experience."
The same could be said (with bloodier consequences) of statism and collectivism. And leftists
are still hoping. When the failures of collectivism are pointed out, its defenders insist that it
"just hasn't been implemented properly."
Au contraire.
Collectivism is perhaps the one area where progressives have achieved perfect equality
and diversity; it has been murderous and economically disastrous in Asia, Europe, Latin
America and Africa.
How many times must this be tried? How many people have to suffer, starve and die
under systems which are touted by ideologues and ivory tower academics? Scholars estimate
that anywhere from 90 million to 150 million people died under collectivist regimes in the 20th
century alone. This does not take into account the human suffering from impoverishment,
illness, hunger and other privations.
Progressives in the United States often insist that what we have seen happen elsewhere
could not happen in the United States. Most don't want communism, they say (though some
do, and their numbers are growing); they just want the government to take over certain
segments of the American economy, starting with health care, which they argue is a "right,"
not merely a "good."
Nonsense. It isn't necessary to look around the globe to see the failures of government
control over what is better done by the private sector — including and especially healthcare.
Two government-provided health care programs — Veterans Affairs and the Indian Health
Service — are notoriously, abysmally bad. Government can neither pay nor effectively
provide for 23 million individuals in those two programs, and yet we are to believe that it will
magically develop compassion and competence when dealing with over 320 million people.
The United States is one of the freest and most prosperous countries on the planet.
For all our problems, we are proof of the successes possible with free market capitalism. By
contrast, Venezuela — and a long list of other countries — should stand as an important
lesson: Collectivism doesn't work. It destroys lives. Claims to the contrary are lies. And
when people believe those lies, millions die.
(Laura Hirschfeld Hollis is on the faculty at the University of Notre Dame,
where she teaches courses in business law and entrepreneurship. She has received
numerous awards for her teaching, research, community service and contributions to
entrepreneurship education.)

Josh Merrill runs the sports ministry program at Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, with
leagues, classes, activities, and camps for all ages. For more information, please visit www.
shepherdsports.org.
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Exclusive Interview: Hidden Creeks Updates Map & EIR

H

Neighborhood Councils in our community outreach. We incorporated some great ideas
from those meetings to improve Hidden Creeks. The appeals were the catalyst to design
a more, community-based, environmentally sensitive map.”
2. Valley Voice: “Let’s talk about the appeals after the Hidden Creeks map and EIR
were approved by the City. Were you surprised by the appeals?”
Avrashow: “No, look at the timing. The map had its public hearing June, 2015, but
the city’s letter of approval was not until December. The October gas leak at the Aliso
Canyon facility was between these times. People were understandably concerned about
the impact of the Aliso Canyon Facility and Hidden Creeks.”
3. Valley Voice: “What did you do to respond to the appeals?”
Sanders: “We revised the EIR and the tentative tract map to respond to the most
important issues raised in the appeals. We call the updated
map, the Sesnon map, since we changed the primary access
from Mason Avenue to Sesnon Boulevard.”
4. Valley Voice: “What were the main issues raised in the
appeals?”
Avrashow: “The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
raised the issue of the grading required to extend Mason
Avenue. With the Sesnon map, there will be no grading of
Mason; this area will remain in its natural state.
The MRCA objected to our remedial grading in the
adjacent Porter Ranch open space. We revised our plans
to have no grading in this area and removed any retaining
walls in excess of City code on residential lots.
The local group Save Porter Ranch cited that neither
the EIR or the city’s ruling approving the map mentioned
the impact of the gas leak. The revised EIR fully analyzes
Hidden Creeks and the Aliso Canyon facility.
Local resident Jeannie Plumb, who has great knowledge
of equestrian issues, filed an appeal to; ensure that the
perimeter equestrian trails have public access, that the
trails be under the oversight of the City, that the trails be
free of obstructions and that the trails be outside of private
home owner lots. We agree on all counts.”
5. Valley Voice: “What is the end result?”
Sanders: “We greatly reduced the amount of grading,
saved over 100 trees, expanded the undisturbed habitat
areas and improved wildlife movement. There will be no
public streets traveling through Gas Company property.
We increased the open space and reduced the development
footprint by fifty acres or 23%.”
6. Valley Voice: “Is the public park part of the Sesnon
Map?”
Avrashow: “The park has improved access for Porter
Ranch residents. The park is closer to Brown’s and
Mormon’s Creeks which creates a scenic environment,
its lower elevation equals less wind. We kept the tot lot,
parking, basketball court, three softball fields, and added a
multi-purpose field that can be a great soccer field.”
7.
Valley Voice:
“Are there benefits for our
equestrians?”
Sanders: “The existing Mountain Meadows Equestrian
Center will be demolished and replaced with a state-of-art
equestrian facility. Equestrians will have enhanced access
to trails; and hikers will enjoy spectacular views.”
8. Valley Voice: “You updated the EIR?”
Avrashow: “We revised three sections; the Alternatives,
including Alternative IV which shows Sesnon as the primary
access, the Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Hazardous
Materials sections. This later section includes a detailed
analysis of the impacts to Hidden Creeks from the Aliso
Canyon facility gas leak..”
9. Valley Voice: “Can the public comment on these three
EIR sections?”
Sanders: “The entire EIR will be circulated to ensure
full transparency.”
10. Valley Voice: “How does the future of Aliso Canyon
affect Hidden Creeks?”
Avrashow: “We share the community’s outrage. We
expect the facility to either be closed, on modernized to be
Your case will be analyzed and assessed by Ms. Langberg who gives every
the safest facility in the country. Our EIR details onsite
testing that confirmed Hidden Creeks was not materially
client individual attention. At Langberg Law you will not be treated as a number.
impacted; as contrasted with Porter Ranch homes that are
downwind from the facility.”

idden Creeks, a master planned, amenity-rich planned community, has attracted a lot
of attention. Some in our community view Hidden Creeks as a sign of confidence, while
others seek to understand its impacts. Valley Voice is pleased to publish an interview
with the developer’s representative Michael Sanders and their attorney Wayne Avrashow. This
month we present the first of our two-part interview.
1. Valley Voice: “What is your overall goal with Hidden Creeks?”
Wayne Avrashow: “To create an upscale community which balances competing
community interests--There will be 188 homes on large lots, 25 for equestrian uses, a 16
acre public park and over 130 acres of newly accessible open space with miles of trails for
equestrians and hikers.”
Michael Sanders: “Forestar had numerous meetings with the community, groups and

Langberg Law is currently representing
residents of Porter Ranch, Chatsworth,
Granada Hills and Northridge who
have been harmed by the Aliso Canyon/
Porter Ranch gas leak disaster.

You can be a plaintiff if you suffered harm from the Porter
Ranch gas leak. The compensation you may be legally
entitled to from Southern California Gas Co. includes:

✔ Payment of your medical bills
✔ Compensation for wages lost by having to miss work
✔ Compensation for damage to your home or land
✔ Compensation for pain and suffering
✔ Ongoing health monitoring

If you or a loved one has suffered injuries or damages stemming
from the Porter Ranch gas leak, please contact Marlyssa Langberg,
Esq. at Langberg Law for a free consultation, 310-717-8051 or Info@
LangbergLaw.com.

In our next issue we will publish more of our interview
on the Hidden Creeks EIR and the Aliso Canyon facility.
June, 2017
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Help for the Homeless a
Phone Call Away?
By Bill Boyarsky

I

t’s an increasingly common occurrence in Los Angeles County. A homeless encampment
appears under a freeway or in a park near your house. The inhabitants, probably substanceaddicted, mentally ill or just hostile, look as though they need help. You’re a public spirited
Angeleno. Who do you call to deal with the situation?
I put the question to Los Angeles County Board of Supervisor Chairman Mark RidleyThomas, a leader in the effort to find housing and treatment for the more than 47,000 homeless
in the county. I told him that I, as a Los Angeles resident don’t want these people put in jail.
I want them to get help. But if I call the city or county, my inquiry will be lost in their huge
bureaucracies.
Ridley-Thomas said a special service line would be set up this summer to handle such calls.
A campaign to end homelessness will head the effort. “We’ll have signs to call this number,”
he said. The campaign will plaster the city with signs with the phone number. “They'll be on
trains and buses and the county homeless website, homeless.lacounty.gov.” he said.
A resident’s call on the hot line will go to a trained homeless worker who will dispatch a team
to consisting of a social worker, a substance abuse specialist, a public health nurse and a formerly
homeless person. The team would try to persuade the homeless people to move into housing created
by county tax increase funds and a related city of Los Angeles homeless bond measure. The team
would stick with homeless foks until they are persuaded to abandon their shelters.
This process is part of the plans being made on how to spend the $356 million from proceeds
of the quarter-cent sales tax increase approved by the voters in March. Unless homelessness is
reduced, residents may wonder if their votes have been wasted.
The Los Angeles Times’ Doug Smith reported that a citizens advisory group has
recommended spending $216 million for short-term rental subsidies and services to homeless
people who have the capacity to become self-sufficient. A total of $356 million a year would be
raised by the tax increase. Added to this are proceeds of a $1.2 billion city bond issue, which
would finance 10,000 more units of homeless housing.
It all sounds good. But anyone familiar with the county and city bureaucracies knows the
difficulty of bringing these two levels of government together.
By mid summer, the plans should be in place, Ridley-Thomas said. If they succeed, RidleyThomas, other local officials and the news media will have to keep a close watch on the process.

Why Jerusalem Is
Holy to Jews
By Morton A. Klein

L

*		

*		

*

Indeed, the site of the biblical temples is called Temple Mount, not the Mosque Mount and ––
in contrast to innumerable Palestinian Authority statements today –– was acknowledged as such
for decades by Jerusalem’s Muslims.
Throughout the British Mandate period, the Jerusalem Muslim Supreme Council’s
publication, ‘A Brief Guide to the Haram Al-Sharif’, stated of Jerusalem’s Temple Mount on p.
4, that “Its identity with the site of Solomon’s Temple is beyond dispute.” (After 1954, all such
references to the biblical temples were excised from this publication).
During the illegal annexation and rule of the historic eastern half of Jerusalem by Jordan
(1948-67), Amman remained Jordan’s country’s capital, not Jerusalem, even as Jews were driven
out and their property and sanctuaries laid waste: the Old City’s 58 synagogues destroyed and
Jewish gravestones used to pave roads and latrines. Jewish access to the Western Wall was also
forbidden, in contravention of Article 8 of the 1949 Israeli/Jordanian armistice.
Historically, Jerusalem under Muslim control was no more a capital city than Mecca or
Medina in Saudi Arabia or Qom in Iran. Jordanian-controlled Jerusalem enjoyed neither the
attention nor affection of the Arab world or its rulers.
Quite the contrary: the eastern half of the city became a backwater, infrastructure like
water and sewerage were scanty or non-existent, and its Christian population, denied the right to
purchase church property, also declined. No Arab ruler, other than Jordan’s King Hussein, ever
visited. As Israeli elder statesman Abba Eban put it, “the secular delights of Beirut held more
attraction.”
Significantly, neither the PLO’s National Charter nor the Fatah Constitution, the latter
drafted during Jordanian rule, even mention Jerusalem, let alone call for its establishment as a
Palestinian capital.
This would never be obvious from the tenor and content of Palestinian, Arab and Muslim
pronouncements on the city today, which are as emphatic as to the Arab, Muslim and Palestinian
primacy of the city as they are in denying its Jewish provenance.
Conversely, Jerusalem, the capital of the biblical Jewish kingdoms, is the site of three millennia
of Jewish habitation — hence the ‘Jerusalem 3000’ celebrations initiated in by the government of
Yitzhak Rabin.
The holiest of Judaism’s four holy cities, Jerusalem is mentioned 669 times in the Hebrew
(Continued on page 8)
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ast month, coinciding with Israel’s 69th Independence Day, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) passed a resolution entitled ‘Occupied
Palestine.’ The resolution denies Israel any sovereign claim to its own capital city, Jerusalem,
and falsely describes Israel as the city’s “occupying power” and speaks of the “cultural heritage of
Palestine and the distinctive character of East Jerusalem.”
Clearly, the intention of the UNESCO resolution is to achieve internationally the direct
repudiation of Israel’s Jewish history and sovereignty in favor of Arab claims.
Lying behind this Arab diplomatic offensive is an Arab street and Muslim world, neither of
which have reconciled themselves to Israel’s existence nor even the peoplehood of the Jews and
thus the Jewish immemorial association and claim to Jerusalem.
However, this clamor and fixation on Jerusalem, quite recent in Muslim history, has led many
to conclude that Jerusalem is holy to Islam and central to Palestinian Arab consciousness. This is,
however, a propaganda fiction.
Though possessing important Muslim shrines, such as the Dome of the Rock and the Al Aqsa
mosques, Jerusalem holds no great significance for Islam, as history shows.
Jerusalem rates not a single mention in the Quran, nor is it the direction in which Muslims
turn to pray. References in the Quran and hadith to the ‘farthest mosque,’ in allusion to which the
Al Aqsa Mosque is named, and which has sometimes been invoked to connect Islam to Jerusalem
since its earliest days, clearly doesn’t refer to a mosque which didn’t exist in Muhammad’s day.
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Lessons from the
Battle of Midway
By Victor Davis Hanson

S

eventy-five years ago (June 4-7, 1942), the astonishing American victory at the Battle
of Midway changed the course of the Pacific War.
Just six months after the catastrophic Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, the
U.S. crushed the Imperial Japanese Navy off Midway Island (about 1,300 miles northwest
of Honolulu), sinking four of its aircraft carriers.
"Midway" referred to the small atoll roughly halfway between North America and
Asia. But to Americans, "Midway" became a barometer of military progress. Just half a
year after being surprised at Pearl Harbor, the U.S. Navy had already destroyed almost half
of Japan's existing carrier strength (after achieving a standoff at the Battle of the Coral Sea
a month earlier).
The odds at the June 1942 battle favored the Japanese. The imperial fleet had four carriers
to the Americans' three, backed up by scores of battleships, cruisers and light carriers as
part of the largest armada that had ever steamed from Japan.
				
*		
*		
*
No military had ever won more territory in six months than had Japan. Its Pacific
Empire ranged from the Indian Ocean to the coast of the Aleutian Islands, and from the
Russian-Manchurian border to Wake Island in the Pacific.
Yet the Japanese Navy was roundly defeated by an outnumbered and inexperienced
American fleet at Midway. Why and how?
American intelligence officers -- often eccentric and free to follow their intuitions -had cracked the Japanese naval codes, giving the Americans some idea of the Japanese plan
of attack at Midway.
American commanders were far more open to improvising and risk-taking than
their Japanese counterparts. In contrast, Japanese Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto created an
elaborate but rigid plan of attack that included an invasion of the Aleutian Islands as well
as Midway.
But such impractical agendas dispersed the much larger Japanese fleet all over the central
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and northern Pacific, ensuring that the Japanese could never focus their overwhelming
numerical advantages on the modest three-carrier American fleet.
The U.S. Navy was also far more resilient than its Japanese counterpart.
A month earlier at the Battle of the Coral Sea, the Japanese suffered damage
to one of their carriers and serious aircraft losses on another. The American carrier
Lexington was sunk, and the Yorktown was severely damaged.
But whereas the Japanese took months repairing the bombed carrier Shokaku
and replenishing the lost planes of the Zuikaku, the crippled Yorktown was made
seaworthy again at Pearl Harbor just 72 hours after limping into port.
The result of such incredible adaptability was that at Midway the Americans
had three carriers (rather than two), against four for the Japanese (instead of a
possible six).
Midway was probably the best chance for Japan to destroy U.S. naval power
in the Pacific before America's enormous war industry created another new fleet
entirely.
Just months after Midway, new American Essex-class
carriers -- the most lethal afloat -- would be launched.
Before the war ended, 17 of the planned 24 carriers would
see action.
In contrast, Japan launched only four more fleet carriers
to replace its growing losses. Japanese naval aircraft -- the
best in the world in 1941 -- were becoming obsolete by
mid-1942.
In contrast, in the months after Midway, tens of
thousands of new and superior Hellcat fighters, Avenger
torpedo bombers and Helldiver dive bombers rolled off
American assembly lines in numbers unmatched by the
Japanese.
During the Battle of Midway itself, Japanese Admiral
Chuichi Nagumo fatally hesitated in launching his air fleet.
He was wedded to rigid doctrine about prepping his planes
with the proper munitions.
In contrast, American Admirals Raymond Spruance
and Frank Jack Fletcher gambled and sent most of the
planes they had at the first inkling of the approaching
Japanese fleet.
Japan could not equal American industrial strength,
but American aviators and seamen could certainly match
the Samurai courage of their Japanese counterparts.
At Midway, 37 of the 41 slow-flying and obsolete
American Devastator torpedo bombers lumbered to their
deaths, as they were easily picked off by Japanese air
cover.
But such heroic sacrificial pawns drew off critical
Japanese fighter protection from the fleet. In its absence,
(Continued on page 11)
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Bible and alluded to in countless prayers. Major Jewish
rituals, including the conclusion of the Passover Seder and
Yom Kippur service, end with the age-old affirmation, ‘Next
year in Jerusalem.’
Jerusalem is the only city in the world in which Jews
have formed a majority since the 1880s. Today, Jerusalem,
in addition to being home to Judaism’s greatest sanctuaries,
is the seat of Israel’s government, the Knesset, the Supreme
Court, the National Library and the Hebrew University. Its
population is two-thirds Jewish.
It is only under unified Israeli rule since 1967 that
the city as a whole has been revitalized, enjoyed stunning
growth and also, at last, full freedom of religion for its
mosaic of faiths ––precisely what would be threatened by
its redivision, as is already obvious in the Christian exodus
from Palestinian-controlled Gaza and Bethlehem.
Whatever form a final peace settlement might one day
take, there is no morally just or legally sound reason inflate
or fabricate Muslim claims while denying Jerusalem’s
Jewish primacy and history.
The Trump Administration rightly condemned the
UNESCO resolution. It should now defund UN bodies
that practice this form of delegitimizing political warfare,
starting with UNESCO.

5/23/17 3:45 PM
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Terrorism Persists
Because It Works
By Alan M. Dershowitz

E

very time a horrendous terrorist attack victimizes innocent
victims we wring our hands and promise to increase security
and take other necessary preventive measures. But we fail
to recognize how friends and allies play such an important role
in encouraging, incentivizing, and inciting terrorism.
If we are to have any chance of reducing terrorism, we
must get to its root cause. It is not poverty, disenfranchisement,
despair or any of the other abuse excuses offered to explain, if
not to justify, terrorism as an act of desperation. It is anything
but. Many terrorists, such as those who participated in the 9/11
attacks, were educated, well-off, mobile and even successful.
They made a rational cost-benefit decision to murder innocent
civilians for one simple reason: they believe that terrorism
works.
And tragically they are right. The international community
has rewarded terrorism while punishing those who try to fight
it by reasonable means. It all began with a decision by Yasser
Arafat and other Palestinian terrorist groups to employ the tactic
of terrorism as a primary means of bringing the Palestinian
issue to the forefront of world concern. Based on the merits
and demerits of the Palestinian case, it does not deserve this
stature. The treatment of the Tibetans by China, the Kurds by
most of the Arab world, and the people of Chechen by Russia
has been or at least as bad. But their response to grievances
has been largely ignored by the international community and
the media because they mostly sought remedies within the law
rather than through terrorism.
		

*		

*		

*

The Palestinian situation has been different. The hijacking
of airplanes, the murders of Olympic athletes at Munich, the
killing of Israeli children at Ma'alot, and the many other
terrorist atrocities perpetrated by Palestinian terrorists has
elevated their cause above all other causes in the human rights
community. Although the Palestinians have not yet gotten a
state - because they twice rejected generous offers of statehood
- their cause still dominates the United Nations and numerous
human rights groups.
Other groups with grievances have learned from the
success of Palestinian terrorism and have emulated the use of
that barbaric tactic. Even today, when the Palestinian authority
claims to reject terrorism, they reward the families of suicide
bombers and other terrorists by large compensation packages
that increase with the number of innocent victims. If the
perpetrator of the Manchester massacre had been Palestinian
and if the massacre had taken place in an Israeli auditorium,
the Palestinian authority would have paid his family a small
fortune for murdering so many children. There is a name
for people and organizations that pay other people for killing
innocent civilians: it's called accessory to murder. If the Mafia
offered bounties to kill its opponents, no one would sympathize
with those who made the offer. Yet the Palestinian leadership
that does the same thing is welcomed and honored throughout
the world.
The Palestinian authority also glorifies terrorists by
naming parks, stadiums, streets and other public places after
the mass murderers of children. Our "ally" Qatar finances
Hamas which the United States has correctly declared to
be a terrorist organization. Our enemy Iran, also finances,
facilitates and encourages terrorism against the United States,
Israel and other western democracies, without suffering any
real consequences. The United Nations glorifies terrorism by
placing countries that support terrorism in high positions of
authority and honor and by welcoming with open arms the
promoters of terrorism.
		

*		

*		

*

On the other hand Israel, which has led the world in
efforts to combat terrorism by reasonable and lawful means,
gets attacked by the international community more than any
other country in the world. Promoters of terrorism are treated
better at the United Nations than opponents of terrorism. The
boycott divestment tactic (BDS) is directed only against Israel
and not against the many nations that support terrorism.
Terrorism will continue as long as it continues to bear
fruits. The fruits may be different for different causes.
Sometimes it is simply publicity. Sometimes it is a recruitment
tool. Sometimes it brings about concessions as it did in many
European countries. Some European countries that have now
been plagued by terrorism even released captured Palestinian
terrorists. England, France, Italy and Germany were among
the countries that released Palestinian terrorists in the hope
of preventing terrorist attacks on their soil. Their selfish and
immoral tactic backfired: it only caused them to become even
more inviting targets for the murderous terrorists.
But no matter how terrorism works, the reality that it
does, will make it difficult if not impossible to stem its malignant
spread around the world. To make it not work, the entire world
must unite in never rewarding terrorism and always punishing
those who facilitate it.
(Alan Dershowitz is the Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Harvard Law School.)
June, 2017
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LOCAL Events

Porter Ranch School 5K Run

Porter Ranch Community School (PRCS) is hosting a
Run to Summer featuring a 5k, kids fun run, and health
fair on Saturday, June 3. The 5K race at 7:30 am will start
and finish at PRCS. There is a Health Fair from 8:00 am
to 11:00 am. Kids Fun Run at 9:00am. All race proceeds
will benefit Friends of PRCS and a new interactive play
experience for their students. The school is located at 12450
Mason Ave. For more information, and to register, go to
www.runtosummer.com.

Shepherd Youth Sports

Shepherd Youth Sports is excited to host Four Summer Camps. These camps are Coed, ages 5 to 14. All are
welcome!
Two Basketball Camps: (1) The Holidays' Basketball Camp, Jrue Holiday (New Orleans Pelicans) and Justin Holiday
(New York Knicks) and the family will be with us for an exciting week of basketball July 24-28, (2) Skills Basketball
Camp with "The Professor" takes Ball Handling to a whole new level! July 10-14
Volleyball Camp is set July 17-21. Your camper will learn the fundamentals & techniques of Volleyball.
Surf Camp is open for 9 year olds up to 90 year olds, Coed, August 1-4, 2017.
For more details and to register, please visit our website at ShepherdSports.org

Gluck Woodwind Quintet

The Gluck Woodwind Quintet represents a unique formation among chamber ensembles, featuring one of each
of the instruments in the woodwind family, as well as the horn, a brass instrument with a rich and warm tone, to
compliment the woodwinds. Join us at the Chatsworth Library, 21052 Devonshire Street, on Saturday, June 3 at 2:00
pm for an engaging hour of both classical and contemporary favorites set in the unique style of chamber music. Call
(818) 341-4276 for more information.

SF Valley Chorale Concerts

Enjoy the magic of chorale music with “Singing Into Spring.”  The SFV Chorale, a not-for profit group of men and
women singers, cordially invites you to enjoy it’s spring concert of pop, classical, Broadway, folk and spiritual music
under the direction of Conrad Immel, which will take place at the following venues: Saturday, June 3, 7:30 p.m. at
Valley Park Baptist Church, 16514 Nordhoff Street in North Hills and Sunday, June 4 at 5 pm at the Congregational
Church of Chatsworth, 20440 Lassen Street (at Mason).   For further details and/or to order tickets please call (818)
884-8897 or email dnconway@icloud.com. For further information, visit www.sfvchorale.blogspot.com.

Valley Philharmonic Spring Concert

Come and enjoy your Valley's young musicians in a Spring Concert for the whole family, led by distinguished
Conductor, Dr. Henry Shin on Sunday, June 4th, 7:00 PM at In-Christ Community Church, 19514 Rinaldi St. in
Northridge. Program includes Elgar, Rossini, Rimsky-Korsakov, Mozart and more! $10 Ticket Donation. For advance
discount tickets contact Jackie at 213-458-4618 or jackiek818@juno.com, http://valleyphil.org

CD 12 Community Art Show

Please join us for an evening of San Fernando Valley nostalgia through pictures, artifacts, and memories provided
by the Valley Relics Museum. Their collection includes rare documents, photographs, vintage neon signs, post cards,
yearbooks, negatives, clothing, books, art, automobiles, and bicycles from the Valley's past. This year's Art Show on
Tuesday, June 6, 6:00 pm at CD 12 Community Service Center, 9207 Oakdale Ave. in Chatsworth, will also serve as a
farewell celebration to one of Council District Twelve's finest, our Chief of Staff John S. Lee. For more information and
to RSVP, call (818) 882-1212 or email Ron.Rubine@lacity.org.

Chatsworth Library Book Club

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing Mutant Message Down Under by Marlo Morgan at the June
7 meeting. The Book Club meets at 1:00 PM in the Library Community Room. The Library is located at 21052
Devonshire Street. For more information, call (818) 341-4276.

CalRTA meeting

On June 9, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen Street.
Besides getting the latest up-dates about teachers’ retirement, you will have the chance to meet this year’s CalRTA
scholarship winners from CSUN. If you wish to buy lunch, please contact Mitzi Kushida at bighisa@aol.com.

Used Book Sale

The Friends of the Granada Hills Library will host a two-day used book sale on Friday, June 9 from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
and Saturday, June 10 from 9:30 am to 4 pm. Prices for most books will range from 25 cents to one dollar. All proceeds will
benefit the library. The library is located at 10640 Petit Avenue. For more information, call (818) 368-5687.

Annual Rose Auction & Potluck

The San Fernando Valley Rose Society-Annual Rose Auction & Potluck will be on Saturday, June 10th, from 1:00 pm
to 4:00pm, at Wilkinson Senior Center, 8956 Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. Phone number 818 756-7741. Free entrance.
Anyone attending must bring potluck dish to share.

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

Relay for Life

Join the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life run and be part of the world’s largest fundraising event to save
lives from cancer. This year, Granada Hills, Porter Ranch, Northridge, and Reseda are joining together to fight against
cancer during the Chatsworth Relay for Life, Saturday, June 10 from10:00 am to 10:00 pm at Lawrence Middle
School , 10100 Variel Ave. in Chatsworth For more information, visit RelayForLife.org/ChatsworthCa.

Santa Susana Sunset Hikes

The Summer Sunset Hike on Saturday, June 10 at 6:00 pm is a two hour, moderate level hike that will take you to the
perfect destination to enjoy a picnic dinner and a view of the San Fernando Valley while learning interesting facts about
the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park. Please use the Lilac Lane Entrance, park in the dirt parking lot and meet at
the kiosk.   For more information, call (818) 784-4849 or email Santasusana@parks.ca.gov.

Ride the “COLT”

The Valley Voice is published every
last Tuesday of the Month.

June, 2017

Join the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council during the 5th Annual Chatsworth Orange Line Tour “Ride the
COLT” bike rally and health walk on Sunday, June 11, 9:00 am at the Chatsworth Train Depot – Parking Lot A,
10040 Old Depot Plaza Rd. This family friendly event allows participants to walk up to 8 miles and cycle up to 20
miles while exploring local bike infrastructure, businesses, and neighborhoods. For more information, go to www.
RideTheColt.com.
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LOCAL Events cont.
West End Art Walk

West End Chatsworth Art District, in collaboration with The Chatsworth
Fine Arts Council, presents the 6th Annual West End Art Walk, Sunday,
June 11th, from 10am - 5pm. Centered at 21800 Devonshire, the Art Walk
will feature inside galleries, arts & crafts booths, food trucks, live music,
children’s art activities, plus door prize
drawings. Free Admission. More info at westendart.org or 818 772-1639.

Young Inventors Workshop

The Chatsworth Library is holding a workshop led by Susan Casey
on Tuesday, June 13 at 2:00 pm. In the workshop young inventors are
invited to brainstorm ideas for their own inventions and do a hands-on
engineering/inventing activity. They will also see inventions created by
other teens, watch videos of young inventors and judge their inventions,
and learn about invention contests you can enter and how you can win cash
and scholarships. For more information, call (818) 341-4276.

Bubblemania

Bubblemania and Company will offer an interactive educational and
entertaining program on the science of bubbles for children of all ages at
Chatsworth Library, 21052 Devonshire Street on Wednesday, June 14 at
3:00 pm. The production is filled with soap bubble creations of shimmering
reflections of light, color, and flowing liquid motion, designed to elicit dialog
and experiential learning. For more information call (818) 341-4276.

LAPD Devonshire VST Fundraiser

The LAPD Devonshire Volunteer Surveillance Team is a group
of community volunteers living in the Devonshire Area that are specially trained and
supervised by LAPD officers to observe and report criminal activity. Help support their
mission by attending their upcoming fundraiser on Tuesday, June 20, all day at Sharky's,
20419 Devonshire St. in Chatsworth. For more information, call (818) 832-0633.

Lessons from the
Battle of Midway

Free Movie Matinee

On Thursday, June 22, there will be a free showing of Fences in the Chatsworth Library
Community Room. The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street. The movie is
sponsored by the Friends of the Chatsworth Library Light refreshments will be available.
For more information, call (818) 341-4276 or go to http://laplchatsworthfriends.org.

“Dragons By Design”

Kids will laugh, leap, sing and jump in this delightful program where dragons can be friend
or foe and fairy tales come alive as Rebecca Martin enchants and gets everyone involved in
this vibrant program at Chatsworth Library, 21052 Devonshire Street on Wednesday, June
28 at 3:00 pm. For more information, call (818) 341-4276.

Deadline for Non-Profits

Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

(Continued from page 8)
scores of high-flying Dauntless dive bombers descended unnoticed to blast the Japanese
carriers with near impunity.
Americans took chances to win an incredible victory. The Japanese command
chose to play it safe, trying not to lose advantages accrued over the prior six months.
Midway was not the beginning of the end for Japan. Just five months later off
the island of Guadalcanal, only one American fleet carrier was left undamaged in the
Pacific after a series of brutal sea battles. Instead, to paraphrase Winston Churchill,
the victory at Midway was the end of the American beginning.
Before Midway, the Americans had rarely won a Pacific battle; afterwards, they
seldom lost. America's culture of spontaneity, flexibility and improvisation helped win
the battle; Japanese reliance on rote probably lost it.
We should remember those lessons 75 years later.
(Victor Davis Hanson, a classicist and military historian, is a senior fellow at the
Hoover Institution and a recipient of the 2007 National Humanities Medal.)
			
- Jewish World Review

Family
When it comes to college
prep, choose the high school
that can help your teen...

rise above the

competition!
Teens have four short years to lay the
groundwork for college. At Bishop Alemany,
we prepare them with an exceptionally
well-rounded experience: rigorous academics,
stellar athletics, diverse arts programming
and strong values.

The Alemany Advantage
99%
of our students
continue on to
top colleges and
universities in the U.S.
and around the world

I'm hoping enough time has passed that I can safely
re(re-re)post one of my favorites, the coyote family that lived
next to my little cottage two summers ago.
By Veronique de Turenne

Curriculum includes
4-year Engineering
and 4-year Biomedical
Science programs

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Bishop Alemany
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence

June, 2017
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Our renowned Campus
Ministry department
teaches values, faith
and development of
the whole student

Call today to arrange a tour

(818) 837-5222

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345
admissions@alemany.org

www.alemany.org
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OUR
BEST

JULY
on now...

For your shopping
convenience we
will be open
Tues., July 4th
from 10am
to 9pm.
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Gerlane Queen Bed

Includes headboard, footboard and rails.

6 Piece Bedroom

Includes queen bed, dresser, mirror and
night stand.

999

$

99

20

$

PER MONTH FOR 36
MONTHS.‡
INCLUDES 30% OFF. ‡ ‡

MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS.‡
329999 $65 PER
INCLUDES 30% OFF. ‡ ‡

$

NO INTEREST*
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE
On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made between
6/6/2017 to 7/10/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 36 months
Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax
and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. See below for details.

Maeleen Queen Bed

Includes headboard, footboard and rails.

6 Piece Bedroom

Includes queen bed, dresser, mirror and night
stand.

1099

22

99 $

$

PER MONTH FOR 36
MONTHS.‡
INCLUDES 30% OFF. ‡ ‡

MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS.‡
329999 $65 PER
INCLUDES 30% OFF. ‡ ‡

$

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA,
45 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740

NOW
HIRING!
Sales
Associates

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605
in Long Beach
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA 92562
951-894-7988

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

OXNARD
Located in the Market
Place at Oxnard
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
714-558-5300
SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across From Sam’s Club
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

Other offers: 72 months* no interest, no down payment, no minimum purchase on our everyday low prices, OR 25% off with 48 months* no interest, no down payment, no minimum purchase OR 15% off with 60 months* no
interest, no down payment, no minimum purchase.
*on purchases with your Ashley Advantage credit card from 6/6/2017 to 7/10/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 72, 48 or 60 months. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery
charges are due at time of purchase.
*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo
purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum
payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their
applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to
the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo
period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection
plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Southwest Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing
specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not
represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC,
Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley
HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: June 6, 2017. Expires: July 10, 2017.
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