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L.A. County Schools Unveil 
Guidelines For Reopenings

The Horrifying 
Death of a

Black American
By  Kenneth S. Alpern

CITY WATCH - It still stands to reason that those who WANT to 
divide the nation should be the ones we fear the most.
 But on the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, it’s virtually 

impossible to conclude that his death wasn’t wrongful--if not downright 
murder. So, we’re united, if not for the wrong reason. 
	 It	shouldn’t	have	happened.	Police	officers	shouldn’t	be	finding	an	
excuse to kill anyone.
 While no saint, and with a criminal record, George Floyd was 
harmless	and	no	threat	to	the	public	when	a	police	officer	named	Derek	
Chauvin kept his knee on his neck in a cold, cruel, and potentially 
calculated way to kill a six-foot-six so called “gentle giant” 
 Being six-foot-six is no reason to be executed.
 Being a counterfeiter is no reason to intentionally have one’s carotid 
artery crushed to cause a prolonged lack of blood to the brain.
	 Being	black	may	or	may	not	have	had	any	reason	for	this	horrific	
incident but being out of work and desperate should not lead to a 
horrible death.
	 Being	a	police	officer	(Mr.	Chauvin	performed	an	illegal	hold	more	
akin to an execution than a police-sanctioned restraining technique, and 
Mr.	Floyd	was	face	down	and	handcuffed)	does	not	give	that	officer	the	
right to ignore the pleas of Mr. Floyd and those around him to desist...
particularly	when	he	knew	he	was	being	filmed.
	 Being	 a	 bully	 is	 no	 justification	 or	 qualification	 for	 being	 a	
police	officer.
 Being a police advocate is all the MORE reason to decry with 
outrage what happened to Mr. Floyd.
 Being an advocate for law and order is all the MORE reason to 
support Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey’s demands for immediate 
firing	of	 the	four	officers	(not	only	Mr.	Chauvin,	but	 the	other	three	
who could have intervened to control their colleague), but for criminal 
charges against Chauvin.
 Being an advocate for civil rights is all the MORE reason to oppose 
those who are rioting both within and outside of Minnesota  because 
protests	will	help	fix	the	problem,	and	because	riots	will	only	ensure	
that the horror of Mr. Floyd’s death, which was virtually a public 
strangulation, will happen again.
 Being an American who wants justice for all should give us cause 
for relief that both conservative and liberal news outlets are all decrying 
Mr. Chauvin’s actions, and prayer that police agencies throughout the 
nation will distance themselves from Mr. Chauvin and declare him a 
viable and reasonably-concluded suspect for murder.
 Being united in our watching the video, and wishing we could 
be	there	to	scream	at	the	officer,	and	to	maybe	even	risk	our	lives	by	
knocking Mr. Chauvin off the restrained and dying victim below the 
officer’s	cruel	and	life-ending	knee,	is	perhaps	a	good	thing.
 But without distracting about rioters, and black-on-black crime, 
and taking a knee at football games, the bottom line a callous, bully-
boy	thug	with	a	uniform	(a	uniform	that	is	supposed	to	represent	the	
authority and trust of the people to do the right thing) summarily 
executed a restrained suspect with an illegal technique. 
 From the president on down, efforts are under way to expedite 
the investigation and subsequent action surrounding this horrifying 
incident. No one, riots or not, is opposing that.
 So, we’re united on that...but there’s no relief in the knowledge that 
we’re united.
 Because this never, ever, should have happened.
  (CityWatch Columnist, Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is a dermatologist. 
The views expressed in this article are solely those of Dr. Alpern.)

EACH DAY I KEEP 
STAYING ALIVE

I am blessed that the corona virus  
has not reached me, has not invaded me.

I am lucky that I am free from symptoms,  
from suffering, from fear, from anxiety. 
Yet, I need to pay my respects to all 
in the world, who have succumbed.

But life still keeps going on for me. 
What matters is what I have become, 

what I can give to and share with others,  
goodness, trust, compassion and some fun.

© Norman Molesko, 2020 
Ambassador For Seniors

Los Angeles County schools won’t be the same 
if and when they reopen this fall, with educa-
tion	officials	suggesting	steps	such	as	staggered	

school days, 16-person class sizes, lunches inside 
classrooms, face masks and other changes to pro-
tect against the spread of coronavirus.
 Those steps were among the recommended 
safety guidelines detailed in the Los Angeles 
County	Office	of	Education’s	45-page	framework,	
a document developed through the work of county 
staffers, outside advisers and representatives 
from 25 county school systems, each of which is 
responsible for developing its own reopening plan.
 All schools in the region closed in March due to 
stay-at-home orders protecting against the spread 
of	COVID-19.	Reopening	dates	have	not	yet	been	
set.
 ``Our main priority is health and safety,’’ said 
Debra	Duardo,	superintendent	of	the	county’s	office	
of	education,	which	provides	services	and	financial	
oversight for the county’s 80 school systems serving 
nearly 2 million students. ``Unfortunately some of 
the things that children could enjoy in the past, 
they’re not going to be able to do that.’’
 Severe safety restrictions on student and 
educator activities are detailed in the framework, 
however, the guidelines are not requirements, only 
suggestions for each district to consider.  The only 
requirements each district must comply with are 
those	set	by	health	officials.
 ``It’s going to be hard to ensure the safe 
physical reopening of campuses, but one thing that 
we absolutely know we need to do is we need to be 
prepared and we need to have plans in place so 
that we are ready when the time comes for us to 
reopen,’’	Duardo	said.
 United Teachers Los Angeles, which also is 
fighting	 against	 the	 $13	 million	 proposed	 budget	
cuts, issued a response to the framework document, 
with union representatives noting that school 
reopenings must be bargained with UTLA.
 ``We are surveying our members on their 
priorities; working closely with parents, youth and 
community organizations on their priorities; and 
then taking these priorities into that bargaining,’’ 
UTLA	 officials	 said.	 ``Educators	 want	more	 than	

anything to be back in schools with our students 
...but we also understand deeply that the only way 
this can happen is if schools
are healthy, safe and improved.’’
 Union reps emphasized that schools need more 
money, not budget cuts, to guarantee a safe return 
to classrooms.
 ``There is no vision for a safe reopening that 
does not involve additional resources for schools -- 
resources to implement social distancing and other 
safety guidelines and funding for the additional 
support our students need in the wake of this crisis.’’
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Ex-Aide to 
Councilman 
Jose Huizar

To Plead
Guilty in 

Corruption Probe
A former aide to Los Angeles City Councilman Jose 

Huizar became the fourth person to agree to plead 
guilty in connection with a scheme prosecutors de-

scribe as a ``pay-to-play’’ bribery plot to gain favorable 
treatment of developers at City Hall.
	 George	 Esparza,	 33,	 agreed	 to	 plead	 guilty	 to	 one	
count	 of	 conspiring	 to	 violate	 the	 Racketeer	 Influenced	
and Corrupt Organization statute, and is cooperating 
in the long-running investigation, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s	Office.
 Esparza began cooperating with federal investigators 
in November 2018, when FBI agents searched Huizar’s 
offices	 and	 home,	 officials	 said.	 Huizar	 has	 not	 been	
arrested or charged with any crime, and he has not 
been	 formally	 identified	 in	 court	 documents,	 but	 details	
released by prosecutors in connection with Esparza’s plea 
solidify	Huizar	as	a	central	figure	in	the
federal probe.
	 Court	 documents	 filed	 indicate	 Esparza	 and	 his	
unnamed elected boss accepted an array of gifts from 
the	head	of	a	Chinese	development	firm	looking	to	build	
a 77-tower skyscraper in downtown Los Angeles. The 
court	papers	allege	the	developer	paid	``over	$1	million	in	
bribes’’ to the council member in exchange for his support 
of the development project.
 

                *     *          *
 
 Prosecutors allege in the court papers that the 
developer took Esparza and the council member on more 
than	a	dozen	trips	to	Las	Vegas	between	2014	and	2017	and	
provided	them	with	``flights	on	private	jets,	hotel	rooms,	
spa services, meals, alcohol, prostitution/escort services 
and casino gambling chips.’’ The court papers allege the 
council	member	received	a	total	of	more	than	$200,000	in	
casino chips during the trips.
 Prosecutors also contend the developer bankrolled 
a January 2016 trip to Australia with Esparza and the 
council member. The court papers cite text messages 
between Esparza and the council member following the 
Australia and Las Vegas trips, detailing efforts to cover 
up the payments and expenses they received from the 
developer.
 Prosecutors also contend in the papers the developer 
--	 with	 Esparza’s	 knowledge	 --	 secured	 $600,000	 in	
collateral	so	the	council	member	could	obtain	a	$570,000	
bank	 loan	 to	 settle	 a	 sexual	 harassment	 lawsuit	 filed	
against	the	elected	official	in	2013	by	a	former	employee.	
Huizar	was	sued	in	2013	for	alleged	sexual	harassment	by	
former aide Francine Godoy. The married Huizar later 
claimed the two had a consensual affair. The lawsuit was 
settled	in	2014,
but the terms were never disclosed.
 In his plea agreement, Esparza admitted lying to 
special agents with the FBI during interviews in June and 
July of 2017 by falsely stating, among other things, that he 
had	no	knowledge	of	any	city	official	helping	on	a	project	
in exchange for money, gifts or campaign contributions.
 The court has not scheduled a date for Esparza to 
enter his guilty plea. Once he formally pleads guilty, he 
will face up to 20 years in federal prison, according to 
prosecutors.
 Esparza currently works as chief of staff for 
Assemblywoman	Wendy	Carrillo,	D-Los	Angeles.

Huizar to `Limit My Participation’
At L.A. Council Amid Corruption Probe

Millennium Hollywood: Poster 
Child for Pay-to-Play Corruption

By Jack Humphreville

C ITY WATCH - One of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Back to 
Basic tenets was to “increase transparency and civic 
engagement.” 

	 But	 this	 is	not	 the	 case	when	 it	 comes	 to	 the	$1	billion	
Millennium Hollywood, now rebranded as the Hollywood 
Center Project.  
	 In	2013,	the	New	York	City	developers,	Millennium	Partners,	
working with Councilmen Jose Huizar and Eric Garcetti, 
“persuaded” the Herb Wesson led City Council to more than 
double the size of this megadevelopment, boosting Millennium’s 
profits	by	hundreds	of	millions	of	dollars.	
 The City Council approved the up zoning of this 1.2 million 
square foot project despite the vehement opposition of the 
surrounding Neighborhood Councils whose stakeholders were 
concerned	about	 increased	 traffic	 congestion.	 	The	 community	
also	 objected	 to	 the	 out-of-character	 twin	 towers	 (39	 and	 35	
stories) that would exceed the existing height limits in Hollywood 
by over 200 feet. The City Council also ignored the fact that the 
development was on the active Hollywood Earthquake Fault and 
that Caltrans was concerned about the adverse impact on the 
Hollywood Freeway and its on and off ramps.  
 Of course, it helped that Millennium Partners spent over 
$4	 million	 on	 lobbyists,	 lawyers,	 campaign	 contributions,	 and	
contributions to other pet projects such as the controversial 
44	 acre	 Hollywood	 Central	 Park	 that	 will	 cover	 a	 portion	 of	
the	 Hollywood	 Freeway	 and	 promised	 almost	 $20	 million	 in	
community	benefits.	
 However, in 2015, Superior Court Judge James Chalfant 
ruled that the Millennium’s Environmental Impact Report 
(“EIR”)	 was	 deficient,	 essentially	 blocking	 the	 project.	 	 The	
community won, or so it thought. 
	 On	April	15,	2020,	the	developers	filed	a	new	EIR.		But	how	
will opponents be able to comment on this 12,000-page opus 
when	 they	 are	 confined	 to	 their	 homes	 because	 of	 Garcetti’s	
Stay at Home order?  As part of their effort to ramrod this deal 
through the planning process, Garcetti, his director of Planning, 
Vince Bertoni, and local czar, Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, have 
refused,	despite	numerous	requests,	to	extend	the	45	day	comment	
period	that	ends	on	May	31.		
	 While	the	Millennium	has	reconfigured	the	project,	not	much	
has changed.  The proposed 1.2 million square foot development 
is	still	on	an	active	earthquake	fault.	The	twin	towers	(46	and	35	
stories) will dwarf all the other buildings in the area.  Congestion 
will only be worse now that numerous luxury high rise 
developments have been erected in Hollywood.  Caltrans will still 
have major objections.  And Millennium will still reap hundreds 
of	millions	of	dollars	in	additional	profits.	
 But what has changed is that there is an “ongoing federal 

criminal investigation into public corruption throughout 
the City of Los Angeles related to multiple suspected pay-
to-play schemes.” 
 And City Hall is the epicenter of this criminal 
investigation by the FBI and the United States Attorney’s 
Office.	 	 Former	 City	 Councilman	 Mitch	 Englander	
will plead guilty to obstructing justice.  Justin Kim will 
plead guilty to a federal bribery charge that implicated 
Councilman	Jose	Huizar	in	this	$500,000	scheme.		George	
Chiang will plead guilty to racketeering charges.  George 
Esparza, a former Huizar aide, will also plead guilty to 
racketeering charges.  And everybody is wondering who’s 
next.      
 The Millennium has always had “scent of swindle” 
about it.  And this stench is augmented by the unwillingness 
of O’Farrell and Garcetti to extend the deadline for 
comments to the EIR and Millennium’s failure to disclose 
how it has greased the skids.    
 Angelenos are appalled that City Hall is a “criminal 
enterprise” and pay-to-play corruption is front page news.  
We are appalled that there will be additional indictments. 
We are appalled that City Hall places the interests of real 
estate developers ahead of those of ordinary Angelenos.  
We are appalled by the failure of Mayor Garcetti and the 
City Council to address pay-to-play corruption. And we 
are appalled that they approved a budget busting labor 
agreement that is now crippling the City. 
 We have two simple recommendations for Mayor 
Garcetti and the Nury Martinez led City Council that 
are consistent with his policy of transparency and civic 
engagement.  
 One, extend the public comment period for the EIR 
for	90	days	after	the	Stay	at	Home	order	is	lifted.		That	
will allow the public and other governmental agencies 
to have an opportunity to comment intelligently on the 
12,00-page EIR.  
 Two, the Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee should hold open and transparent hearings 
on	this	$1	billion	megaproject,	 its	 impact	on	Hollywood	
and the surrounding neighborhoods, and the developers’ 
relationships with the City.  Importantly, O’Farrell, who 
has	 benefitted	 from	 developer	 campaign	 contributions,	
should	not	have	the	final	say.						
 Angelenos deserve an open and transparent 
government, not one where pay-to-play real estate deals 
are concocted behind closed doors. 
 
 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

Responding to a request by the council president, Los 
Angeles City Councilman Jose Huizar said he will ̀ `limit 
my participation’’ in council activities amid a continuing 

federal	corruption	probe	into	alleged	bribery	of	city	officials.
	 An	aide	for	Council	President	Nury	Martinez	confirmed	
to City News Service that a letter was sent to Huizar asking 
him not to attend council meetings or take any legislative 
actions. The request came two days after federal prosecutors 
announced a plea agreement with a development

consultant in connection with the federal probe, which 
involves a so-far-unnamed council member.
	 Huizar,	whose	offices	and	home	were	searched	by	
the FBI 18 months ago, has not been charged with a 
crime. Although federal prosecutors have not named 
the council member alleged to be involved in the 
probe, details in court documents point to Huizar as a 
central	figure	in	the	investigation.
 Huizar did not elaborate on what that limited 

participation would entail. He was stripped of his council 
committee assignments following the November 2018 FBI 
searches.
 Federal prosecutors announced a plea agreement with 
real estate development consultant George Chiang, who 
is expected to admit his role in a ``pay-to-play’’ bribery 
scheme involving an unnamed council member with the 
goal of advancing large-scale development projects.

(Continued on page 3)



June, 2020 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 3

(Continued from page 2)

Realtor®

CalDre # 02062573

Is Jesus in Your Boat?Is Jesus in Your Boat?

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
	 3.	Jesus	will	be	with	you	in	the	storm.	Jesus	was	there	in	the	boat	with	the	disciples	

in the midst of that furious squall. God never promised that there wouldn’t be storms in 
your life; He promised to be with you in the storm.

	 4.	Eventually,	Jesus	will	calm	the	storm!	Jesus	got	up,	rebuked	the	wind	and	said	
to	the	waves,	“Quiet!	Be	still!”	Then	the	wind	died	down,	and	it	was	completely	calm.	Be	
p a t i e n t and trust in the Lord.

	5.	Faith	is	developed	in	the	storm,	not	during	the	calm.	In	verse	40,	Je-
sus	said	to	His	disciples,	“Why	are	you	so	afraid?	Do	you	still	have	no	faith?”	
Storms are often a test of your faith. They strengthen our character and our 
walk with Christ. 

 6. If Jesus is in your boat you have nothing to fear. It’s almost funny that 
the disciples had seen Jesus’ power demonstrated through so many miracles—
and that same Jesus was in their boat—and still they were afraid. Is Jesus in 
your boat? Then you have nothing to fear. 

 7. Only in the storm do we truly understand who Jesus is. He calmed the 
storm	in	Mark	4.	In	the	very	next	chapter,	He	healed	a	demon-possessed	man	

and raised to life a dead girl. He proved His authority over creation, over demonic 
forces, and over death. Colossians 1:15-17 declares, “The Son is the image of the invisible 
God,	the	firstborn	over	all	creation.		For	in	him	all	things	were	created:	things	in	heaven	
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together.” 

Make sure this Jesus, our wonderful Lord and Savior, is in your boat. Lay your wor-
ries and your stress and your pain at His feet. God has never forsaken you, and He will be 
the last man standing. Trust in Him. Make Him your Lord and King. If you do so, what-
ever it is that’s worrying you will seem so small and petty in light of His grace upon you. 
His	love	for	you	never	fails!

 Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share 
Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd 
Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect with 
Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

In times of uncertainty, there is one thing that we can be assured of, and it is that 
God’s love never fails. Our nation has been brought to a standstill by something 
unseen	and	unknown.	During	this	time,	we	have	seen	so	many	people	living	in	

fear and filled with all kinds of worry. I personally observe so many people living 
without hope, living with anxiety, and living as though their problem is greater 
than God’s ability to save them. What is it that is bothering you? What is the 
real source of your pain? Your grievances? Have you forgotten the grace 
that God has shown to you? The provision that God has given to you? The 
mercy and kindness that God has washed over you? Oh, my dear friend, 
God has not changed. He is still on the throne. He is large and in charge. 

Take,	for	instance,	what	happened	in	Mark	4:35-41.	One	evening,	
Jesus and His disciples decided to depart from the crowd, and they went 
by boat to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. The Bible says that a sudden 
and furious squall came upon them and huge waves broke over the boat. 
In the midst of all this, asleep on a cushion on the boat’s stern, was Jesus. 
His disciples woke him up and shouted, “Teacher, don’t you care if we 
drown?”	Jesus	got	up.	He	rebuked	the	wind	and	said	to	the	waves,	“Quiet!	
Be	still!”	The	wind	died	down,	and	it	was	completely	calm.	(vv.	38-39)	Then	
Jesus	said	to	his	disciples,	“Why	are	you	so	afraid?	Do	you	still	have	no	faith?”	
The Bible says that the disciples were terrified and asked each other, “Who is 
this?	Even	the	wind	and	the	waves	obey	him!”

This	account	in	Mark	chapter	4	isn’t	very	long,	but	it	contains	seven	im-
portant points for us to take to heart during difficult and uncertain times:

1.	Following	Jesus	does	not	exempt	you	from	storms.	 (v.35-36)	The	dis-
ciples followed Jesus—the Son of God who had healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
and performed astonishing miracles—into the boat and across the sea. And yet, 
still a storm came. 

 2. Storms are a part of life. Every single person on this planet will face 
a	 storm	at	 some	point.	Jesus	 said	 in	John	16:33,	“I	have	 told	you	 these	 things,	
so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart!	 I	have	overcome	 the	world.”	This	 truth	 is	 echoed	 in	 1	Peter	 4:12	which	
says,	“Do	not	be	surprised	at	the	painful	trial	you	are	suffering,	as	though	some-
thing strange were happening to you.”  

Netflix Invests in Hollywood’s Egyptian Theatre
American	Cinematheque	and	Netflix	announced	that	they	are	joining	forces	to	

preserve	the	Egyptian	Theatre,	the	site	of	Hollywood’s	first	movie	premiere,	
and	Netflix	will	take	over	most	weekday	programming	at	the	historic	venue.

	 The	 nonprofit	 American	 Cinematheque	 said	 the	 collaboration	 with	 the	
streaming service will allow it to expand the scope and diversity of its movie and 
event	programming,	including	film	festivals	and	educational	outreach.
	 Member-supported	 American	 Cinematheque,	 established	 in	 1984,	 is	 housed	
at the theater and will remain there, programming Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
events.	 Netflix	 will	 use	 the	 renovated	 space	 for	 special	 events,	 screenings	 and	
premieres during the week.
 ``The Egyptian Theatre is an incredible part of Hollywood history and has 
been	treasured	by	the	Los	Angeles	film	community	for	nearly	a	century,’’	said	Scott	
Stuber,	head	of	Netflix	Films.
 ``We’re honored to partner with the American Cinematheque to preserve the 
theater’s	 storied	 legacy	 and	 continue	 providing	 remarkable	 film	 experiences	 for	
audiences,’’ he said. ``We look forward to expanding programming at the theater in 
ways	that	will	benefit	both	cinema	lovers	and	the	community.’’
	 The	size	of	Netflix’s	 investment	 in	the	storied	theater	was	not	disclosed	in	the	
companies’ announcement.
	 The	classic	movie	palace	was	built	in	1922	during	the	silent	film	era	and	is	an	
iconic	reminder	of	Hollywood’s	Golden	Age.	The	Egyptian	was	the	site	of	the	first	
Hollywood	movie	premiere,	``Robin	Hood,’’	which	starred	Douglas	Fairbanks.	Cecil	
B.	DeMille,	Charlie	Chaplin,	Jesse	L.	Lasky	and	Mary	Pickford	joined	the	star	at	
the red carpet event.
 Other notable silent-era premieres held at the Egyptian include Cecil B. 
DeMille’s	``The	Ten	Commandments’’	(1923),	Charlie	Chaplin’s	``The	Gold	Rush’’	

(1925)	and	``Don	Juan’’	(1926),	starring	John	Barrymore	and	Mary	Astor.
	 In	1996,	the	city	sold	the	building	to	American	Cinematheque	as	part	of	the	city’s	
Hollywood	Revitalization	project.	The	nonprofit	 raised	 the	money	 to	 renovate	 and	
restore the building and reopened it as a movie theater showcasing the organization’s 
public programming.
 Part of the new plans include upgrading equipment to enhance the audience 
experience, as well as renovating and restoring the theater itself.

 Prosecutors allege the scheme was led by a member of the council and involved people 
engaged in bribery and honest services fraud designed to enrich themselves, to conceal their 
activities from authorities and the public, and to maintain and advance their political power.
	 According	to	prosecutors,	the	public	officials	involved	in	the	scheme	received	cash;	
consulting and retainer fees; political contributions; tickets to concerts, shows, and 
sporting events; and other gifts in exchange for affecting the success of development 
projects. 
 In March, political fundraiser Justin Jangwoo Kim agreed to plead guilty to a single 
count	of	federal	program	bribery	for	facilitating	a	$500,000	cash	payment	to	an	unnamed	
council member.
	 Details	in	court	papers	in	the	Kim	and	Chiang	cases	both	pointed	to	Huizar,	who	was	
the chairman of the council’s powerful Planning and Land Use Management Committee. 
His	wife,	Richelle,	had	been	campaigning	to	fill	her	husband’s	council	seat	when	his	term	
expires this year, but she dropped out of the race following the FBI raids.
 Court documents in the Kim and Chiang cases both referenced efforts to have a 
relative of the implicated council member elected to the seat when the incumbent’s term 
expired.

Huizar to `Limit My 
Participation’ At L.A. Council 

Amid Corruption Probe
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LA’s Crumbling Infrastructure:
An ounce of Good News 

and Ton of Bad News
By Dick Platkin

Law Abiding 
Angelenos are 

Restless – When 
Will We Open?

By Dennis P. Zine

CITY WATCH - We have all witnessed the recent changing 
attitudes of family members, neighbors, and friends.
 There’s an “Enough is Enough” reaction to the government 

lockdown that makes all of us feel like prisoners in our own 
homes. 
 Your savings are evaporating and your scheduled income 
from your job to support you and your family is now generated 
by government stimulus packages and unemployment checks. All 
other sources of monthly income have stopped, and your family is 
climbing the walls like prisoners trying to escape incarceration. 
 The rent is due along with the car payment and the credit 
card charges. You must now wear a mask in public and wait in 
line to go to those few essential stores that are open for business 
with restricted hours. Places like the market, hardware store and 
my	 favorite	place	 to	 shop,	COSTCO.	Can	you	buy	30	 rolls	 of	
Kirkland	Bath	Tissue	with	425	sheets	per	roll	for	only	$16.99.	I	
would never have imagined that there would be a run on T.P. and 
other “essentials” in my lifetime. As we all know, paper products 
are in high demand and sell out fast. 
 We lack the Liberty and Freedom we once took for granted. 
I never thought that our American way of life would be so 
drastically changed a worldwide pandemic. How this lockdown 
happened	with	the	stroke	of	a	pen	by	the	elected	officials	we	voted	
for to provide us with a good quality of life and the ability to 
engage in the Pursuit of Happiness. 
 There is some light at the end of the pandemic tunnel across 
America, in California, and cities like Los Angeles. Most states, 
many cities and counties are starting to open slowly and return 
to some form of normalcy. While this starts in stages with short 
steps before there is a full opening of our economy, recovery is not 
that far away considering what we have all experienced. Some 
locations in Southern California are moving faster than others. 
 While we will all be wearing masks in public and on airplanes 
as well as other places, we must all conform to the safety standard 
to	keep	us	safe	and	able	to	avoid	the	deadly	Covid-19	illness	that	
is still taking innocent lives around the world.     
 Were you one of the lucky ones to buy a gun and bullets to protect 
yourself and your family? I know there are many 2nd Amendment 
believers in America that respect the ownership of a gun. 
 A few days before the Coronavirus lockdown, there were lines 
of people trying to purchase a guns and ammunition and some 
were able to obtain the protection. The reason I bring this subject 
up	is	because	Props	47,	57	and	Assembly	Bill	109	have	given	the	
criminal element more rights and abilities to take advantage of 
the good people in California. 
 Now, a new twist to the ability of the criminal element to 
commit a crime, remain on the streets and out of jail. NO BAIL 
and NO JAIL after arrest for many criminal charges. Not only 
are criminals not being placed in jail after they are arrested for a 
crime, they are being released on a promise to appear in court. The 
LA County Sheriff has released hundreds of inmates currently 
serving time. As this trend continues, crime will increase, and we 
are all potential victims. 
 Watch over your surroundings and be careful.
  (Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD Supervisor, 
former and retired 12-year Los Angeles City Councilman and 
current General Manager at Bell Canyon in Ventura County. Edited 
for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.)

Southern California Faces Dire Economic 
Outlook Over Next Two Years

Two	new	reports	find	that	Southern	California	faces	a	dire	economic	outlook	over	the	next	two	years,	with	high	unem-
ployment rates expected to linger through 2021 and many more jobs at risk than unemployment data may suggest.
	 Consultants	at	McKinsey	&	Co.,	who	have	been	exploring	the	repercussions	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic	on	jobs	

and	economies	globally,	conducted	an	analysis	focused	on	Los	Angeles,	Orange	and	San	Diego	counties,	according	to	the	Los	
Angeles Times.
 They looked at how social-distancing requirements and reduced demand are likely to affect workers across 800 different 
occupations and dozens of industries.  The results were staggering, The Times reported.
	 In	Los	Angeles	County,	McKinsey	classified	1.8	million	jobs	as	``vulnerable,’’	describing	not	only	workers	who	have	lost	
their jobs but also those at risk of being placed on unpaid leave, having their hours or wages cut or otherwise seeing their 
incomes	reduced.	That	would	be	40%	of	all	jobs	in	the	county,	where	officials	estimate	that	around	1	million	residents	have	
filed	for	unemployment.
	 ``The	jobs	at	risk	are	larger	than	the	current	number	of	people	reported	as	having	claimed	unemployment	benefits,’’	said	
Tim	Ward,	managing	partner	of	McKinsey’s	Southern	California	office.	Add	in	several	other	counties,	and	close	to	4	million	
jobs	are	vulnerable	across	the	region,	the	firm’s	analysis	found.
	 Depending	on	how	effectively	 the	coronavirus	 is	contained,	 the	 jobs	at	risk	 in	Los	Angeles,	Orange	and	San	Diego	
counties	could	account	for	nearly	50%	of	food	services	employment,	41%	of	arts	and	entertainment	jobs	and	17%	of	retail	
employment.
	 The	worst	effects	could	be	felt	in	the	Latino	community,	where	McKinsey	determined	that	46%	of	all	jobs	are	vulnerable	
to	COVID-19.
 The Southern California Association of Governments concluded in a report that the economic pain is just beginning. The 
government	planning	agency	projected	an	annual	unemployment	rate	of	nearly	20%	this	year	for	the	six-county	region	that	
includes Los Angeles, Imperial, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties.
 Perhaps even more worrisome, SCAG’s analysis projected that Southern California’s unemployment rate would still 
exceed	12%	next	year.	

CITY WATCH - If you live, work in, or visit LA, you 
know that the city’s sidewalks desperately need re-
pairs, the streets are riddled with pot holes and patch-

es, street trees are dying, protected bike lanes barely exist, 
water mains are bursting, and the electrical/telecommuni-
cations grid suffers from unpredictable blackouts.
	 An	 ounce	 of	 good	news.	Because	 of	 the	 lull	 in	 traffic	
during	 the	Covid-19	 Pandemic	 shelter-in-place	 Executive	
Orders, the City of LA’s Bureau of Street Services has 
ramped up its street and sidewalk repair schedules. As for 
other	City	Departments	that	maintain	infrastructure,	such	
as	the	LADWP,	they	have	also	committed	to	maintain	LA’s	
water and electrical infrastructure while Angelinos are 
forced to shelter in place. 
 A ton of bad news. Like the country as a whole, during 
the Pandemic LA is still falling apart, and the situation 
is getting worse, not better, even before certain natural 
disasters, including earthquakes and windstorms. 
 At the national level, the American Society of Civil 
Engineers	has	given	most	infrastructure	categories	a	D+	grade.	
These	repairs	would	cost	$3.6	trillion	in	2020	dollars,	although	
the price will steadily rise as the Federal and local governments, 
like LA, kick the can down the street, deferring essential 
infrastructure investments and repairs from year to year. 
 As for the Trump Administration’s and Congress’s 
long-promised infrastructure program, after three years 
there	 are	 only	 conflicting	 proposals.	 	 In	 addition,	 during	
a	deep	financial	crisis,	when	expanded	local	public	works	
projects are a no-brainer economic stimulus, Senator Mitch 
McConnell told state and local government to declare 
bankruptcy.	 Despite	 his	 sage	 advice,	 states	 and	 cities	
still bear the responsibility for unemployment insurance 
and public health, plus mass transportation, bike lanes, 
sidewalks, street trees, airports, bridges, streets, schools, 
libraries, parks, water mains, sanitary sewers, storm 
drains,	 land	 fills,	 electrical	 and	 telecommunication	 grids,	
and sewage disposal plants. 
 Furthermore, state and local revenues are in steep 
decline, but states and cities do not have the power to 
borrow	money	to	cover	these	sudden	deficits	(they	can	sell	
bonds), much less ramp up public works investments.  Only 
the Federal Government has that authority, and most of its 
borrowed stimulus funds are directed to large banks and 
private businesses, not workers and local government.   
 In Los Angeles there is a shortage of upbeat news 
regarding infrastructure planning and investment. First, Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has slapped a hiring freeze and 
employee furloughs on the City’s civilian workforce. Many of 
those who are most needed to repair the city’s infrastructure 
and staff City services must now take unpaid time off. 
 Second, the City of Los Angeles does not systematically 
collect and analyze infrastructure data for projected 
capacity, budgeted repairs, forecast user demand, and 
comprehensive monitoring. Ironically, LA’s adopted 
General Plan clearly presents a detailed program for 
infrastructure-related data collection, analysis, and annual 
reports. 
 Why has the City of LA been so negligent in monitoring 
its infrastructure and public services? Monitoring is 
essential to the legally required planning process. But LA’s 

planning process is at odds with a City government 
beholden to ever-changing private market opportunities. 
The availability of capital, the latest whims of investors 
and consumers, and the regulatory environment 
cannot be accurately predicted. Instead, investors and 
contractors make hasty decisions to rush into the latest 
and	 most	 profitable	 real	 estate	 investments,	 such	 as	
McMansions. City Hall mirrors these twists and turns, 
and, is, therefore, at odds with its own adopted plans and 
policies. If it did follow them, they would not lurch from 
side to side when market conditions quickly changed, 
despite the sometimes dire consequences.  
 What should the City do now? Even though the 
Framework’s infrastructure policies and programs 
are	24	years	old,	they	remain	sound.	The	City	Council	
must	 finally	 fund	 and	 establish	 the	 long-promised	
Infrastructure Monitoring Unit to prepare LA’s annual 
Growth and Infrastructure Monitoring Reports. After 
that the Council needs to carefully review and act on these 
findings	and	recommendations.	The	Covid-19	Pandemic	
is the perfect time to take these steps, to recognize the 
importance	of	public	works	spending	during	a	financial	
crisis, to prioritize those projects that are most essential, 
and to prioritize those infrastructure categories subject 
to lawsuits and climate change.
		 (Dick	Platkin	 is	a	former	Los	Angeles	city	planner	
who reports on local planning issues for CityWatch. He 
serves on the board of United Neighborhoods for Los 
Angeles	 (UN4LA)	 and	 is	 co-chair	 of	 the	 new	 Greater	
Fairfax Residents Association.) Prepped for CityWatch 
by Linda Abrams.



June, 2020 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 5

USC Study Looks At 
Pandemic’s Toll On Job Market
 

Los	Angeles	residents	are	worse	off	financially	 than	 the	
national average, particularly as it relates to labor-relat-
ed policies and unemployment insurance, according to 

USC	researchers	studying	COVID-19’s	impact	on	economic	
insecurity.
	 	 USC	 Dornsife’s	 Understanding	 Coronavirus	 in	
America Study, released May 21, showed that levels of 
economic insecurity across the country have increased as a 
result of the pandemic but are substantially higher in Los 
Angeles than the rest of the nation.
	 ``Among	 the	newly	unemployed,	29%	of	Angelenos	are	
currently experiencing mild to severe food insecurity -- eight 
points	 higher	 than	 the	 national	 average.	And	 only	 58%	 of	
Angelenos	 say	 they	could	handle	a	 surprise	$2,000	expense,	
compared	to	the	national	average	of	68%,’’	researchers	found.
 Angelenos are worse off now, USC researchers said, largely 
because	residents	were	in	a	more	precarious	financial	position	
before conoronavirus and its resulting stay-at-home orders.
 ``Prior to the pandemic the economy was booming, 
but economic inequality was also peaking -- particularly 
in Los Angeles,’’ said Francisco Perez-Arce, an economist 
with	 the	USC	Dornsife	Center	 for	Economic	 and	Social	
Research. ``Many people had jobs, but a large percentage 
had low-earnings and little savings. These workers were 
the most likely to lose their jobs in the pandemic and the 
impact of job loss has been greatest for those who have no
safety net.’’
	 Specifically	 for	 those	out	of	work,	USC	researchers	
said	 people	 who	 received	 unemployment	 benefits	 were	
significantly	 more	 economically	 secure	 than	 those	 who	
weren’t	receiving	benefits.
 Newly out-of-work Americans receiving unemployment 
insurance payments put their chances of running out of 
money	in	the	next	three	months	at	20%,	compared	to	37%	of	
those	who	did	not.	Roughly	80%	of	those	with	unemployment	
benefits	said	they	could	handle	a	surprise	expense	of	$2,000,	
compared	to	60%	of	those	weren’t	receiving	payments.

 Stimulus checks, however, were found to ``have done 
relatively	little	to	improve	the	personal	financial	security	
of the newly unemployed,’’ researchers said.
	 By	the	end	of	April,	an	estimated	34%	of	Americans	
who lost work during the pandemic were receiving 
unemployment	assistance,	and	another	14%	applied	and	
were	waiting	for	their	first	check,	the	study	found.	Roughly	
one-fifth	of	 those	without	work	reported	 that	 they	were	
ineligible	for	benefits;	the	remainder	were	waiting	to	find	
out, had been rejected or had not applied.
	 ``Although	 any	 financial	 support	 is	 helpful,	 the	
steady income stream provided by unemployment 
benefits	 trumps	a	one-time	check	because	 it	 takes	away	
uncertainty, which is a major source of stress,’’ said 
Arie	Kapteyn,	 director	 of	 the	USC	Dornsife	Center	 for	
Economic and Social Research, which conducted the 
ongoing study using online panel surveys.
	 Among	 the	 one	 in	 five	Americans	 who’ve	 lost	 jobs	
during the pandemic, researchers also found that those 
hit	hardest	financially	were	the	least	educated	and	lowest	
paid.
 Job losses for workers without college degrees were 
twice that of workers with degrees. And, three out of 
10 Americans earning a household income of less than 
$40,000	a	year	lost	work,	compared	to	one	out	of	10	with	
household	incomes	greater	than	$100,000;	for	those	whose	
income	fell	between	$40,000	and	$100,000,	the	jobless	rate	
was less than two out of 10.
 Workers in the hospitality, dining and leisure 
industries were the most likely to become unemployed, 
with four of out 10 employees in those sectors losing work. 
The	next	hardest	hit	 industry,	retail,	reflected	job	losses	
for three out of 10 workers. The transportation industry 
also shed a quarter of its jobs.
 Graphic data from the study, supported by the Bill & 
Melinda	Gates	Foundation,	 is	available	at	covid19pulse.
usc.edu.

USC to Raise Tuition 3.5%
USC will raise tuition for the 2020-21 school year by 

3.5%	regardless	of	whether	classes	are	held	onsite	or	
online, the university’s student-led newsroom reported.

 Undergraduate tuition for the coming year will be set at 
$59,260	–	an	increase	of	$2,004,	according	to	the	Annenberg	
Media report.
 A university spokesperson told Annenberg Media that 
the amount of the tuition increase was initially planned 
and	 approved	 before	 the	COVID-19	 pandemic.	The	 crisis	
prompted the USC Board of Trustees and university 
administration to revisit the plan, and after reviewing 
financial	ramifications,	they	decided	to	stick	with	the	original	
tuition increase.
	 Officials	plan	 to	announce	 in	June	more	details	of	 the	
university’s plan for the Fall 2020 semester, as part of a 
campus-wide effort to gradually reopen on-campus activities, 
while stressing that USC will be fully operational, offering its 
full roster of courses and degrees.
	 ``We	are	exploring	a	range	of	scenarios,	with	significant	
public health provisions, that will allow us to offer our 
courses in person, while also ensuring most, if not all classes 
will be available, in parallel, online,’’ according to the USC 
statement.
 ``The reality is that the costs of running a university 
continue to rise each year, and tuition only covers a portion 
of the cost of a student education. In the 2020-2021 academic 
year,	 in	 particular,	 we	 expect	 to	 incur	 significant	 new	
expenditures to ensure the health and safety of our students, 

faculty and staff, as well as an increase in our investment in 
technology and
new programs. At the same time, we anticipate an even 
greater	need	for	financial	assistance	in	the	coming	year,	and	
we	 remain	 firm	 in	 our	 commitment	 to	meet	 the	 financial	
needs of our students and their families.’’
 California State University system’s chancellor 
announced that nearly all fall semester classes at all CSU 
campuses will be held online.
	 Folt	 said	 in	her	 speech	 that	although	USC	has	a	$5.7	
billion endowment, it is in the form of gifts from people with 
legal agreements that specify for particular purposes of using 
the money.
 ``It’s also a rainy day fund for those purposes. It helps 
you to keep things going. But our entire endowment doesn’t 
fund a single year of USC’s budget,’’ she said during a Q&A 
session after the speech.
 Folt also pointed out that the endowment is not designed 
to	be	used	for	a	pandemic,	so	USC	will	need	to	find	its	own	
ways	to	combat	that	set	of	financial	difficulties.
 She told Annenberg Media that the affordability 
initiative announced Feb. 20 -- which will allow most entering 
first-year	undergraduate	students	whose	families	earn	 less	
than	$80,000	annually	to	attend	tuition-free	–	will	continue	as	
planned. The initiative, which also removes home ownership 
from the calculation used to determine those students’ 
financial	needs,	does	not	apply	to	international,	transfer	or	
continuing students.

‘Monstrous Idea’: 
Direct-Payments 
in Exchange For 

Cuts to Social 
Security Benefits

By Jake Johnson

CITY WATCH - White House Chief of Staff Mark 
Meadows and senior advisor Jared Kushner listened 
as	President	Donald	Trump	met	with	Florida	Gov.	Ron	

DeSantis	in	the	Oval	Office	of	the	White	House	on	April	28,	
2020	in	Washington,	D.C.
 Suddenly concerned about the growing national debt 
now that corporations have secured access to trillions of 
dollars	 in	 Covid-19	 bailout	 funds	 with	 little	 oversight,	
administration	 officials	 are	 reportedly	 considering	 several	
proposals purportedly aimed at reducing government 
spending—including a pair of plans that would provide 
Americans with cash payments in exchange for delays or 
cuts	to	their	Social	Security	benefits.	
	 “Social	 Security	 is	 an	 earned	 insurance	 benefit.	 It	 is	
not a piggy bank. This plan, and any plan that raids Social 
Security, is a moral abomination.”  —Alex Lawson, Social 
Security Works 
 In addition to weighing a push for automatic federal 
spending cuts that would take effect once the economy 
rebounds from the coronavirus crisis, Washington Post 
reported	 that	 top	 White	 House	 economic	 officials	 are	
“exploring	a	proposal	floated	by	two	conservative	scholars	
that would allow Americans to choose to receive checks of 
up	to	$5,000	in	exchange	for	a	delay	of	their	Social	Security	
benefits.”	
	 Senior	administration	officials	have	also	“discussed	the	
‘Eagle	Plan,’	 a	 29-page	memo	 that	 called	 for	 an	 overhaul	
of federal retirement programs in exchange for upfront 
payments to some workers,” according to the Post. “The 
proposal	 calls	 for	 giving	 Americans	 $10,000	 upfront	 in	
exchange	for	curbing	their	federal	retirement	benefits,	such	
as Social Security.” 
	 The	 “Eagle	Plan”	was	 crafted	by	 a	State	Department	
official	 close	 to	 President	Donald	Trump’s	 son-in-law	 and	
senior adviser Jared Kushner, who forwarded the proposal 
to the White House Council of Economic Advisers. Art 
Laffer, a conservative economist, and Trump adviser, told 
the Post that he supports the proposal. 
 Alex Lawson, executive director of advocacy group 
Social Security Works, said in a statement that the plan 
would “force people to choose: Go hungry today or work 
until you die.”
 “The Trump administration is obsessed with using the 
coronavirus crisis to undermine our Social Security system,” 
said	Lawson.	“Social	Security	is	an	earned	insurance	benefit.	
It is not a piggy bank. 
 This plan, and any plan that raids Social Security, is 
a moral abomination. Instead of trying to steal the earned 
benefits	 of	 desperate	 people,	 the	 government	 should	 be	
sending	$2,000	a	month	to	everyone	in	America,	as	Democrats	
in Congress have proposed.”   
 Hogan Gidley, a White House spokesman, indicated that 
Trump is opposed to the ideas laid out in the “Eagle Plan”—
which he described as “ludicrous on its face”—but the Post 
reported that the president has not reviewed the proposal. 
 After vowing during his 2016 presidential run to shield 
Social Security and Medicare from cuts, Trump has proposed 
slashing both programs in his annual budget blueprints. 
Trump also said during an interview at the World Economic 
Forum	in	Davos	in	January	that	he	would	consider	cuts	to	
Social Security and Medicare if reelected in November. 
	 Amid	 a	 global	 pandemic	 that	 has	 left	 more	 than	 40	
million people in the U.S. jobless, Trump’s top economic 
stimulus idea has been cutting the payroll tax, which funds 
Social Security and Medicare. The president said during a 
Fox News town hall last month that he would not sign any 
future	Covid-19	 stimulus	 package	 that	 does	 not	 include	 a	
payroll tax cut. 
 
 (Jake Johnson writes for CommonDreams.org … where 
this perspective was first posted.)
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Nick Kindel Named Best 
Assistant Girl’s Basketball 

Coach
The San Fernando Valley product has been a top assistant coach for over 10 years 

helping El Camino Real and Granada Hills to L.A. City Section prominence.
 Nick Kindel helped the Highlanders to a City section championship, four appearances 

in	the	semifinals,	one	state	regional	final	four	appearance	and	five	West	Valley	League	
championships. Kindel’s impact on the junior varsity players was instrumental when 
they matriculated to varsity and won the title. Kindel’s junior varsity accomplishments 
are	legendary.	Five	league	championships,	five	seasons	with	20	or	more	wins,	two	perfect	
seasons and an overall record of 118-5. Legendary numbers even for the lower levels. 
Kindel’s J.V. teams have won 12 regular season tournaments.
 Granada Hills varsity coach Jared Honig could not hold down his approval of Kindel. 
“Nick puts much time and effort into developing relationships with the student-athletes 
in our program,” Honig said. “Nick prepares our lower level players to contribute on the 
varsity by teaching them our core ideals: to be ‘champions’ on the court, in the classroom 
and in the community. He has been a huge part of our success over the last seven years.”
 Nick Kindel had a stellar playing career at El Camino Real from 2001-2005. Kindel 
played	under	 John	Gould	and	Alex	Lopez	 (Brook	and	Robin	Lopez’s	 older	brother).	
Kindel started as Team Captain of the freshman team at ECR before being moved up to 
Varsity where Kindel had a career high of 21 points against SOCES. Kindel was a key part 
of two tournament championships for the Conquistadores in 2002.
 Kindel ended up being moved down to the junior varsity but did not complain or 
transfer. Instead, worked his tail off to improve. Ended up averaging around 20 points per 
game,	had	a	career	night	of	32	points	against	Chatsworth	High,	and	was	named	Junior	
Varsity Most Valuable Player.
 With Kindel’s hard work and growth during his career. Kindel was named a top 
shooter in the San Fernando Valley by Slam Jam basketball his junior and senior year and 
played against top players from all over Southern California at the Slam Jam Showcase 
events.	Kindel	finished	off	his	senior	year	by	winning	the	2005	Varsity	Coach’s	Award	for	
his leadership, hard work, and top shooting ability.

CVS Health Opening 42 
Additional Drive-Thru 
Coronavirus Test Sites

CVS	Health	will	expand	its	COVID-19	no-cost	testing	program	by	adding	91	more	test	
sites	at	select	CVS	Pharmacy	drive-thru	locations	across	California,	including	42	in	
Los Angeles and Orange counties.

 The	opening	of	the	additional	test	sites	adds	to	the	14	locations	opened	in	California	
on May 22, including three Orange County locations.
 The company committed to establish 1,000 locations across the country by the end of 
May, with a goal of processing up to 1.5 million tests per month, subject to availability of 
supplies and lab capacity, according to CVS Helath President and CEO Larry J. Merlo.
 More than half of the company’s 1,000 test sites will serve communities with the 
greatest	 need	 for	 support,	 as	measured	 by	 the	 CDC’s	 Social	Vulnerability	 Index,	 he	
said. The index tracks a variety of census variables, including poverty, lack of access to 
transportation, and crowded housing that may weaken a community’s ability to prepare 
for and recover from hazardous
events like natural disasters and disease outbreaks.
	 Self-swab	 tests	 will	 be	 available	 to	 individuals	meeting	 U.S.	 Centers	 for	 Disease	
Control and Prevention criteria, in addition to state and age guidelines.
 Patients must register in advance at CVS.com to schedule an appointment. Patients 
will be required to stay in their cars and will be directed to the pharmacy drive-thru 
window or a location in the parking lot at a few stores, where they will be provided with a 
test kit and given
instructions, and a CVS Pharmacy team member will observe the self-swab process to 
ensure it is done properly.
 Tests will be sent to an independent, third-party lab for processing and the results will 
be available in about three days.
 Testing will not take place inside any retail locations, and CVS Pharmacy, HealthHUB 
and MinuteClinic will continue to serve customers and patients.
 The additional new testing sites in Los Angeles and Orange counties are located at the 
following CVS pharmacies:
	 --	7400	Reseda	Blvd.,	Reseda;
	 --1204	San	Fernando	Road,	San	Fernando;
	 --	19701	Vanowen	St.,	Winnetka.

Kayleigh McEnany Shines 
on the Job

By David Limbaugh

Don’t listen to White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany’s predictable critics. The level 
of	vitriol	the	leftist	media	hurls	at	her	daily	—	during	and	apart	from	the	press	briefings	—	
conclusively proves she is doing a superb job.

 Liberal journalists whip their long knives in her direction and seem shocked she doesn’t 
grovel.	They’ve	been	savaging	her	since	her	first	press	conference	on	May	1.	No	one	with	the	
audacity	to	work	for	President	Donald	Trump	deserves	a	second’s	worth	of	honeymoon.
	 On	McEnany’s	first	day,	New	York	Times	White	House	correspondent	Annie	Karni	quoted	
her as saying she would never lie to the press and then cited numerous examples of her supposedly 
violating the oath right off the bat. They were lying in wait for her.
 They still are. On May 26, Tom Jones from Poynter called McEnany “arrogant, inexperienced 
and	 ineffective.”	“(S)he	 just	 looks	overmatched,”	he	wrote.	“(I)n	barely	more	 than	a	month,	
McEnany	has	already	had	several	high-profile	controversies.”
 I wonder why she’s had “controversies.” Could it be that the White House media cabal 
enters	those	briefings	with	war	paint	—	ready	to	smear	President	Trump	and	discredit	McEnany	
if she interferes with their plan?
	 It	would	be	different	if	the	media	were	to	use	the	briefings	to	help	inform	the	viewing	public.	
But few of them ever ask questions that could better inform the citizenry. Instead, they serve up 
accusations not even thinly disguised as genuine questions.
 Let me give you a sadly typical example. Politico’s Ryan Lizza asked McEnany: “What 
does	the	White	House	view	as	having	—	by	Election	Day,	what	does	the	White	House	view	as	the	
number of dead Americans where you can say that you successfully defeated this pandemic? Is 
there a number?”
 As I watched this, I 
was stunned at the brazen 
inappropriateness of the 
question — and few things 
from this bunch surprise 
me. When McEnany refused 
the bait and said that every 
single life matters, Lizza 
persisted, asking, “When 
voters go to the polls in 
November and they want to 
judge the president on his 
response to this pandemic, 
what is the number of dead 
Americans that they should 
tolerate ...?”
 The question was so out 
of line I admire McEnany 
for retaining her composure. But she crossed the media’s inviolable line in telling Lizza he was 
asking the wrong question and suggesting that he could have asked a more pertinent one. How 
dare she position herself as his equal?
 Fair observers know that Lizza’s question was crass, outrageous and an egregious example 
of the left politicizing everything about the coronavirus.
	 The	media’s	attitude	is	purely	adversarial,	yet	they	act	appalled	that	McEnany	returns	fire,	
albeit calmly, respectfully and eloquently. They uniformly dismiss this Harvard Law graduate as 
green and over her head, but she is remarkably polished, and it is driving them mad.
 It is odd enough these self-important journos believe they are above challenge, but it is even 
more	so	considering	they	draw	first	blood.	Do	they	actually	believe	McEnany	 is	supposed	to	
stand	there	passively	in	the	face	of	their	mistreatment,	and	not	fire	back	and	reasonably	defend	
herself and President Trump?
 I can guarantee you one thing: The tens of millions of Trump supporters don’t agree, and 
they have her back. We don’t share the media’s warped belief that they can behave rudely and 
then whine like innocent victims when they get a small dose of their own medicine.
 The media can continue this sick charade that they are objective journalists, but half the 
nation knows better, and the other half probably does, too. But many approve of the media’s 
odious behavior because they applaud a media at war with a president they loathe. Anyone 
familiar with media “fact-checkers” knows that today’s left describes contrary opinions as lies.
 Even if McEnany were completely deferential, the Trump-hunting media would never 
accept her unless she betrayed Trump. They would accuse her of lying anytime she presented a 
position that differs from theirs.
 The liberal media will continue to posture and complain about McEnany, and the rest of us 
can rest assured that in so doing, they further validate her in our eyes.
 (David Limbaugh is a writer, author and attorney.) Creators Syndicate, Inc. © 2020

Long List of Resources
For Fighting COVID-19

By Councilmember John Lee

Dear	Neighbors,

	 Much	has	changed	in	the	last	month	as	Los	Angeles	and	California	officially	entered	Stage	
II	of	 the	COVID-19	response.	I	am	especially	pleased	that	 the	city	and	county,	 following	the	
guidance	of	state	and	local	public	health	officials,	have	allowed	retailers	to	reopen	for	in-person	
shopping with the proper safety measures. This is a critical next step to reopening our economy 
and moving from crisis to recovery. 
 However, as we continue down the path to recovery, we need to remain vigilant and carefully 
monitor data, including rates of infection, death, and hospital admission. Remember, we aren’t 
going	back	to	life	as	usual	-	we	are	entering	a	new	reality	-	living	with	COVID-19	in	our	midst.	
And things will never get back to normal until we have a safe and effective vaccine for this virus, 
which is currently the number one cause of death in L.A. County. 
	 Thank	you	all	for	your	sacrifice	and	continued	adherence	to	safety	measures	like	wearing	
masks and practicing social distancing. There are many in our community, including people in 
our own families, who are at higher risk because they are elderly or immunocompromised. Let’s 
continue to do our part to help keep them, and ourselves, safe. 

Emergency Rental Assistance Subsidy Program
	 I	 recently	 introduced	 a	 motion	 to	 allocate	 $100,000	 from	 our	 district’s	 redevelopment	
funds	 to	 assist	 qualified	 low-income	 renters	 in	 CD12	 by	 subsidizing	 their	 rent	 and	making	
payments directly to landlords so we can slow the economic hemorrhaging and begin the path 
to economic recovery. There are many struggling because of this pandemic, and our policy 
solutions	should	address	the	needs	of	all	segments	of	our	society,	and	not	benefit	some	to	the	
exclusion of others. To learn more about the Emergency Rental Assistance Subsidy Program, 
contact	the	Housing+Community	Investment	Department	at	866-557-7368	or	visit	hcidla.lacity.
org. Applications are not yet available, but they will be soon.
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(Continued from page 6)

Let me share with you a skill set I wish I’d found sooner.  Learn a unique 
technique you can use to shift your way of thinking -- something I 
wasn’t capable of doing before.  With mastery of this technique and 

habits best suited for you, you’ll regain power and possibility. 

Beyond Depression:  Fearless & Fabulous!
A FREE 6-week pilot program beginning June 1.

 
 

This 6-week program includes:
1. Weekly 45-minute  one-on-one Zooms calls

2. Becoming confident in your ability to use this unique technique
to help yourself  

3. Learning additional  practices and discovering 
the ones best suited for you 

I’m offering this course for FREE because it’s a pilot 
program that I’ve created to offer additional practices 
particularly suited for those wanting to move 
“Beyond Depression”.
 
To apply, email me at: 
bestlifecoachtobi@gmail.com 
Tobi Coughlin, Certified Life Coach

 
City Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-21

 The City Council discussed the Mayor’s proposed budget and the economic 
challenges	we	 face	due	 to	COVID-19.	The	pandemic	has	had	a	devastating	
impact on revenues, but I am committed to ensuring that public safety and 
other core city services that protect the health and safety of our residents 
are prioritized. The Mayor’s budget also enforces a strict hiring freeze and 
implements furloughs across most non-public safety departments to help 
balance the city’s budget.

Other COVID-19 Resources
·	 https://cd12.org	(CD12	Small	Business	Relief	Fund)
·	 https://corona-virus.la	(City	of	L.A.	COVID-19	resource)
·	 https://corona-virus.la/Business	 (info	 for	businesses	 to	resume	opera-

tions)
·	 https://ewddlacity.com	(help	for	businesses	and	workers	in	the	City	of	

L.A.)
·	 https://hcidla.lacity.com	(info	and	resources	for	renters	in	the	City	of	

L.A.)
·	 https://lacountyhelpcenter.org	 (County	 central	 help	 center	 for	 COV-

ID-19	assistance)
·	 https://covid19.ca.gov	(State	COVID-19	updates	and	resources)
·	 https://lacovidprod.service-now.com/rrs	 (to	 register	 for	 COVID-19	

testing)
 While many city buildings remain closed, my staff and I are always 
available	to	provide	assistance	to	you	on	COVID-19	and	other	city-related	con-
cerns and questions. Please do not hesitate to contact us at 818-882-1212 or 
Councilmember.Lee@lacity.org. 

Fighting COVID-19
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YOU DESERVE TO KNOW THE TRUTH...

To receive free FLAME updates, visit our website: www.factsandlogic.org

Anti-Semitism calls for the annihilation of the Jewish people—
whether that is by murder or destruction of the Jewish state. 
Those who call for endangering or eliminating any ethnic 
group—by either the political right or left—are guilty of racism.

What are the facts? 
Zionism is the belief  that the Jewish people have a right to 
self-determination—to the State of Israel in their millennia-
old homeland. According to the U.S. State Department, 
anti-Semitism is a form of racism directed at Israel using 
demonization, delegitimization or double standards. This 
form of anti-Semitism appears in numerous guises—usually 
false accusations—from both the radical right and radical 
left. The objective of anti-Zionist attacks is to deny the right 
of the Jewish state, among all the world’s nations, to exist.

Attack #1: Israel is a colonial state. This assertion 
bespeaks a double standard, as well as a lie. No campus 
demonstrators protest Turkey’s military colonization of 
Cyprus, nor China’s occupation of Tibet. Yet Israel is falsely 
accused of colonizing its own ancient homeland. In fact, 
Jews are the indigenous people of Palestine—survivors of 
the oldest sovereign state in this land more than 3,000 years 
ago, with continuous residency since then. Indeed, Zionism 
is an anti-colonialist movement, having fought Roman, 
Crusader, Ottoman, British and Jordanian imperialism.

Attack #2: Israel stole Palestinian land. This attempt to 
delegitimize Israel ignores the fact that aside from private 
land holdings, the Palestinians have never had sovereignty 
over any territory. Therefore, they do not “possess” public 
lands in present-day Israel or Judea and Samaria (the 
West Bank). The territory controlled by Israel today was 
settled on land that Jews owned or purchased, was public 
land granted by the British Mandate for Palestine, or was 
captured when Israel defeated invading Arab armies from 
Jordan and Syria in 1967—all legal acquisitions under 
international law, to be resolved by negotiations.

Attack #3: Israel’s claims to the Holy Land are religiously 
based. Many oppose the claim by some Jews and Christians 
that Israel’s right to exist springs from biblical authority. Yet 
Zionism is largely a secular movement, and Israel’s right to 
exist is also supported by indisputable legal, historical and 
humanitarian rights. While Israel’s state religion is indeed 
Judaism—and it is the world’s only Jewish state—it joins 40 
other nations, mostly Muslim, that designate a state religion, 
also including Costa Rica and England. Above all, Israel is 
not a theocracy, like Iran, but a secular democracy.

Attack #4: Israel is an apartheid state. This attempt to 
demonize Israel is false on its face: Israel is the most diverse 
state in the Middle East. Its citizens of all races, genders, 

ethnicities and religions enjoy equal civil rights—more 
freedom than in most of the world’s nations. Arabs serve in 
Israel’s legislature, the Knesset, and Supreme Court. Yet  
who criticizes the Palestinians’ apartheid demand that all 
Jews be cleansed from their ancient biblical homelands of 
Judea and Samaria? Double standard?

Attack #5: Jews are members of a religion, not a real 
“people.” Whereas Jews have always been united by a belief  
in Judaism, the Bible speaks of Am Yisrael—the people of 
Israel—ancient Hebrews who built a sovereign nation, as 
well as legal, economic and social systems. Jews are also 

united by the Hebrew 
language. Contrary to this 
delegitimization attempt, 
Jews are a distinct people 
who also share a religion. 

Attack #6: Some Jews 
oppose Israel, so that 
can’t be anti-Semitic. 
Just as blacks, Muslims 

or any group can express unjust racial or ethnic bias against 
their own people, so can Jews. Jewish ultra-orthodox 
Neturei Karta sect members oppose a Jewish state before 
the Messiah arrives. Other Jews, such as members of Jewish 
Voice for Peace or Students for Justice in Palestine, object to 
Zionism based on the false and slanderous accusations listed 
above. The fact remains that specifically targeting Jews—and 
the world’s only national refuge for Jews—is a form of racial 
bias, in this case anti-Semitism.

Attempts to delegitimize Israel—whether in the United Nations, 
college classrooms or by the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement—are markers of racist anti-Semitism. Good people 
will heed the 1967 exhortation of civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King, Jr.: “The whole world must see that Israel must 
exist and has the right to exist and is one of the great outposts 
of democracy.”

Anti-Zionism Is Racism
Anti-Semitic attacks that kill Jews in a synagogue are fundamentally no different  
than attacks on Zionism—Israel’s right to exist. They’re both racist acts of hate.

This message has been published and paid for by

Facts and Logic About the Middle East
P.O. Box 3460, Berkeley, CA 94703
James Sinkinson, President
Gerardo Joffe (z”l), Founder
FLAME is a tax-exempt, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Its purpose is the 
research and publication of facts regarding developments in the Middle East 
and exposing false propaganda that might harm the United States, Israel  
and other allies in the region. You tax-deductible contributions are welcome.

“The whole world 
must see that  
Israel . . . has the 
right to exist.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr.


