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Lee Focuses on 
Homeless, Bus Traffic, 

Aliso Canyon
Q&A with Councilmember John Lee

Q: What are your goals for 2020?
 John Lee: Looking to the rest of this year, I want to ensure 
that the City delivers on basic services that impact our commu-

nity’s quality of life. I will also continue supporting our first respond-
ers to make sure they have the resources they need to do their jobs and 
keep our communities safe. Most importantly, I will continue to fight 
for our community’s right to be heard on projects like the Topanga 
Apartments and Metro’s Bus Rapid Transit project. The community 
should always be consulted on projects like these – it should never be 
a top down decision. 
 I also hope to make progress on holding our State leadership 
accountable on the permanent closure of the Gas Company’s Aliso 
Canyon Underground Storage Facility. I am currently working with 
Supervisor Barger and Councilman Bonin to demand a meeting with 
Governor Newsom. 
 Q:What has been your most memorable moment since you’ve 
been in office?
 Lee: I would say supporting the community through the Saddleridge 
Fire last October. My staff and I worked around the clock for the first 48 
hours of the fire to keep the Community Service Center open and help es-
tablish evacuation centers. I was able to bring my knowledge and years of 
experience working with community organizations and businesses, police 
and fire, and disaster services organizations to quickly mobilize resources 
for impacted residents and make sure they received the latest and most 
accurate information and updates. 
 Q: Homelessness is without a doubt the biggest challenge facing our 
City. What is your view on how the City should be handling this crisis?
 Lee: Homelessness is the biggest humanitarian crisis in Los Angeles 
and we need to approach this crisis with compassion, but what we are 
allowing to happen on our streets is neither compassionate nor humane. 
We can’t just focus on building more housing. There are many reasons 
why people fall into homelessness. We need to partner with the County 
and the State to provide more mental health and support services, and we 
need to do something about prevention. 
 I partnered with a nonprofit organization and philanthropists to 
create the CD12/Change Reaction Angel Fund. This fund provides 
emergency financial relief to neighbors who are just one unfortunate 
circumstance from experiencing homelessness.  

Fans “Assist” Kobe Stamp
Thanks to the thousands of supporters here in 

the Northwest San Fernando Valley, we have 
been contacted that a commemorative stamp 

for Kobe Bryant is making progress with the United 
States Postal Service. We have notified all the television 
stations, Staples Center, and the Los Angeles Lakers 
for publicity and support, but to no avail. However, 
most distributors of the Valley Voice have reported an 
unbelievable number of “youngsters” picking up the 
February issue as a tribute to the basketball star, and 
the mailing address to add their names to our project.
 We believe the Kobe stamp will become the largest 
selling postage stamp in history, when approved and 
released, likely in 2023.
 We received this letter dated Feb.12th: “Thank 
you for your submission to the Citizens’ Stamp 
Advisory Committee expressing support for the 
issuance of a commemorative stamp honoring Kobe 
Bryant. I am pleased to inform you that this proposal 
will be submitted for review and consideration by 
the Committee at their next meeting. The Committee 
is responsible for reviewing stamp proposals and 

making recommendations to the Postmaster General. 
Committee recommendations are based on national 
interest, historical perspective and other criteria.”
 The letter is signed by William J. Gicker, Manager, 
Stamp Development, USPS.
 Please follow these simple steps to make contact 
with the committee:
 1. Submit your proposal in writing by U.S. Mail. 
(No in-person appeals, phone calls, or emails are 
accepted).
 2. Include some pertinent information you have 
on Kobe. Include what impact he had on your life.
 3. Mail your Kobe suggestion to:
 
 Stamp Department
 Attn: Citizens’e Stamp Advisory Committee
 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3300
 Washington, D.C. 20260-3501

 Have your family, friends, teachers and their 
students, and others, support our efforts. Help make 
this a SLAM DUNK for Kobe!
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Families Earning 
$80,000 or Less 
Get Big Break

from USC
In an effort to widen access for more middle and low-income 

students, USC announced it will eliminate tuition for families 
earning $80,000 or less annually and will no longer consider 

home equity in financial aid calculations.
 The new policies announced by USC President Carol Folt 
will place the private campus on par with the public University 
of California system, long known as a national leader in generous 
financial aid policies and high numbers of low-income students.
 While other elite private universities, such as Harvard 
and Stanford, provide tuition-free educations to families 
earning as much as $150,000 annually, their endowments 
are far larger. Harvard’s endowment is $40.9 billion and 
Stanford’s is $27.7 billion, compared to USC’s $5.7 billion, 
according to the Los Angeles Times.
 ``We’re opening the door wider to make a USC education 
possible for talented students from all walks of life,’’ said Folt, 
who has made access and affordability a key priority since her 
inauguration in the fall.
 ``This significant step we are taking today is by no means 
the end of our affordability journey. We are committed to 
increasing USC’s population of innovators, leaders and 
creators regardless of their financial circumstances. Investing 
in the talent and diversity of our student body is essential to our 
educational mission.’’
 Eliminating home equity as a factor in financial aid 
calculations, which Stanford also removed for the current 
academic year, would make a significant difference for many 
Californians whose home values have skyrocketed over time, 
but whose incomes have not increased at the same pace.
 Folt told The Times she was concerned about access to 
USC for such families. She said families work hard to own a 
home and then find out in the financial aid process that their 
``home might be the piece inhibiting their ability to put their 
kids through school.’’
 ``That just felt wrong,’’ she told The Times.
 The new policies will be phased in with first-year students 
enrolling in fall 2020 and spring 2021. USC anticipates that 
about one-third of the fall 2020 and spring 2021 entering class 
will benefit from the increase in financial assistance.
 As part of the new expansion, USC will increase 
undergraduate aid by more than $30 million annually, allowing 
the university to provide stronger financial assistance to more 
than 4,000 students every year once fully implemented.
 Eligible students will receive up to $45,000 more aid during 
their undergraduate studies.
 The university has expanded need-based grant funding 
by more than 60% since 2010, far exceeding the rate of tuition 
increases. Two-thirds of USC undergraduates receive some 
form of financial aid, and more than 21% of undergraduates 
come from low-income families, according to the university.
 ``USC is committed to educating the strongest minds, 
independent of background or ability to pay,’’ Provost Charles 
Zukoski said. ̀ `For decades, USC has invested in this commitment.
 ``With this new initiative, we will be even better positioned 
to recruit students from all backgrounds and strengthen the 
USC experience for everyone.’’
 The cost of a private college education has reached 
staggering heights for many families, The Times noted.
 At USC, the total cost of attendance for 2019-20, including 
housing, food, books and materials, is $77,459, with tuition alone 
at $57,256. By comparison, annual costs at the University of 
California total about $36,100, with resident tuition at $12,570.
 USC currently calculates financial aid packages on a case-
by-case basis. About 32% of new first-year students receive 
need-based grants averaging $39,500, and 24 percent receive 
merit-based awards averaging $20,000, according to The Times.
 ``A great education should not be limited by the ability to 
pay,’’ Folt said.

Political Bias and Anti-Americanism 
on College Campuses

By Walter E.Williams

A recent Pew Research Center survey finds that only half of 
American adults think colleges and universities are hav-
ing a positive effect on our nation. The leftward political 

bias, held by faculty members affiliated with the Democratic 
Party, at most institutions of higher education explains a lot of 
that disappointment. Professors Mitchell Langbert and Sean 
Stevens document this bias in “Partisan Registration and Con-
tributions of Faculty in Flagship Colleges.”
 Langbert and Stevens conducted a new study of the 
political affiliation of 12,372 professors in the two leading 
private and two leading public colleges in 31 states. For 
party registration, they found a Democratic to Republican 
(D:R) ratio of 8.5:1, which varied by rank of institution and 
region. For donations to political candidates (using the Federal 
Election Commission database), they found a D:R ratio of 
95:1, with only 22 Republican donors, compared with 2,081 
Democratic donors.
 Several consistent findings have emerged from Langbert 
and Stevens’ study. The ratio of faculty who identify as or 
are registered as Democratic versus Republican almost 
always favors the Democratic Party. Democratic professors 
outnumber their Republican counterparts most in the 
humanities and social sciences, compared with the natural 
sciences and engineering. The ratio is 42:1 in anthropology, 
27:1 in sociology and 27:1 in English. In the social sciences, 
Democratic registered faculty outnumber their Republican 
counterparts the least in economics 3:1. The partisan political 
slant is most extreme at the most highly rated institutions.
 The leftist bias at our colleges and universities has many 
harmful effects. Let’s look at a few. At University of California, 
Davis, in January, a mathematics professor faced considerable 
backlash over her opposition to the requirement for faculty 
“diversity statements.” University of California, San Diego, 
requires job applicants to admit to the “barriers” preventing 
women and minorities from full participation in campus life. 
At American University, a history professor recently wrote a 
book in which he advocates repealing the Second Amendment. 
A Rutgers University professor said, “Watching the Iowa 
Caucus is a sickening display of the over-representation of 
whiteness.” University of California, Berkeley, professor and 
former Secretary of Labor Robert Reich chimed in to say: 

“Think about this: Iowa is 90.7% white. Iowa is now the 
only state with a lifetime voting ban for people with a felony 
conviction. Black people make up 4% of Iowa’s population 
but 26% of the prison population. How is this representative 
of our electorate?” A Williams College professor said he would 
advocate for social justice to be included in math textbooks. 
Students at Wayne State University no longer have to take a 
single math course to graduate; however, they may soon be 
required to take a diversity course.
 Then there’s a question about loyalty to our nation. 
Charles Lieber, former chairman of the Department of 
Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Harvard, was arrested 
earlier this year on accusations that he made a materially 
false, fictitious and fraudulent statement about work he did 
for a program run by the Chinese government that seeks to 
lure American talent to China. He was paid $50,000 a month 
and up to $158,000 in living expenses for his work, which 
involved cultivating young teachers and students, according 
to court documents. According to the Department of Justice, 
Lieber helped China “cultivate high-level scientific talent 
in furtherance of China’s scientific development, economic 
prosperity and national security.”
 It’s not just Harvard professors. Newly found court 
records reveal that Emory University neuroscientist Li 
Xiao-Jiang was fired in late 2019 after being charged with 
lying about his own ties to China. Li was part of the same 
Chinese program as Lieber. A jury found a University of 
California, Los Angeles, professor guilty of exporting stolen 
U.S. military technology to China. Newsweek reported that 
he was convicted June 26 on 18 federal charges. Meanwhile, 
NBC reported that federal prosecutors say that University of 
Texas professor Bo Mao attempted to steal U.S. technology 
by using his position as a professor to obtain access to 
protected circuitry and then handing it over to the Chinese 
telecommunications giant, Huawei.
 The true tragedy is that so many Americans are blind to 
the fact that today’s colleges and universities pose a threat on 
several fronts to the well-being of our nation.

 (Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at 
George Mason University.)    -  Creators Syndicate 

Editorial

Saving Cats, Dogs
Kudos to  California’s Governor Gavin Newsom and the U.C. Davis Shelter Medicine Program.

 Thanks to their vision the country is closer today to the goal of achieving NO-KILL nationwide by 
2025.

 When Governor Newsom ran for office, part of his campaign included “To ensure all California 
communities have the resources they need to meet the states goal that no healthy or treatable dog or cat is 
euthanized in an animal shelter”.
 On January 10, the Governor took the first steps to fulfill that promise by including $50 million in his 
proposed budget to make California NO-KILL. Specifically the budget proposal states:
 Grants for animal shelters - an increase of $50 million one time general fund for the U.C. Davis Koret 
Shelter Medicine program to develop a grant program for animal shelters. As referenced in the chapter on 
statewide issues and various departments, this program will provide expertise, support and local assistance 
over a five year period to help local communities achieve the states policy goal that no adoptable or treatable 
dog or cat should be euthanized.
 This program by the governor has the potential to provide an influx of resources necessary to take the 
state to NO-KILL and help turbo-charge the kind of collaboration that’s been driving NO-KILL efforts to 
date. The U.C. Davis Koret Shelter Medicine program is uniquely qualified to lead this program. Now we ask 
the state legislature to pass this important portion of the budget.

 
ACCEPTING WHAT I CAN’T CHANGE

I have always been a doer. 
Now as an elderly senior, 

I do somewhat, what I want to do. 
I cannot do what I use to do 

as a young whipper-snapper.

My birthdays, they hit me hard. 
They make me realize 

I am not a kid anymore. 
I am trying to postpone 

my meeting with St. Peter.
 

Ah, yes indeed. 
This is a sign of getting old. 

I have to accept those things 
I can’t change.

© Norman Molesko, 2020 
Ambassador For Seniors
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Massive Homeless Tax Coming?
By Jack Humphreville

There are rumors emanating from the Mayor’s office 
and the Los Angeles City Council that they are 
considering placing on the ballot a new tax or bond 

measure to finance the City’s homeless initiatives, now 
that the $1.2 billion in Measure HHH funds has been fully 
allocated. 
 Details, including the marketing and political strategy, 
have yet to be determined.  This would be in addition to 
any money from the State.  
 There is no doubt that homelessness has reached crisis 
proportions.  But if this is the case, why hasn’t the City 
made homelessness a budget priority, especially since the 
City is experiencing record revenues, up $2 billion (44%) 
since 2013, the year Garcetti became our mayor.  
 [Note: The average annual cost to amortize the $1.2 
billion of Measure HHH bonds is $60 million, or a mere 
3% of the $2 billion increase in revenues over the last 
seven years.] 
 But rather than allocate money to the homelessness 
crisis, the City has opted to enter into budget busting 
agreements, resulting in a river of red ink. 
 Before placing any measure on the ballot, the Mayor 
and the City Council need to do a critical analysis of 
why the existing Measure HHH program experienced 
massive cost overruns and multiyear delays, where the 
average cost per unit of $530,000 was about 50% higher 
than advertised cost prior to our vote in November of 
2016.  According to the Controller’s October report, High 
Cost of Homeless Housing: Review of Proposition HHH, 
the underlying reasons for the overruns were the costs 
of arranging complex capital structures requiring many 
financing sources; regulatory and permitting issues; and 
the prevailing wage requirements that drive up total costs 
by an estimated 25%. (Editor’s note: The average cost 
per unit of the proposed Chatsworth project is closer to 
$750,000.)
 The critical analysis of the Measure HHH projects 
must also include information not only on the cost per 
unit, but the cost per bed and the cost per square foot. 

 Of particular note is that “soft costs” (development 
fees, consultants, financing, lawyers, etc.) comprise 
more than 35% of the total development costs, an 
outrageous percentage that must be addressed.  
 Before placing a measure on the ballot, the City 
must develop an organizational structure with clear 
lines of authority and a management plan that will 
develop projects on time, on budget, and at a reasonable 
cost.  As of now, the City’s homeless operation is an 
organizational disaster area, with too many bosses 
and too many political busy bodies interfering with 
operations and decision making, where money is being 
thrown at projects without any accountability. 
 The ballot measure must also include a set of 
metrics that will require the City to spend our money 
efficiently.  For example, “soft costs” should be capped 
at [20%] of the total development cost (including the 
market value of the land) while the cost per bed would 
not exceed [$100,000] and the cost per square foot 
would not exceed [$400].  
 In addition to independent civilian oversight, 
the City needs to publicize the costs of individual 
projects, as well as any descriptive memos or summary 
information, whether permanent supportive housing or 
bridge housing. 
 While the public recognizes that homelessness is a 
serious issue that must be addressed, many Angelenos 
are aware of the delays and cost overruns, are skeptical 
of all the political posturing, and do not trust the City to 
use our money efficiently, all of which may lead voters 
to reject any ballot measure.  
 Now is the time for the Mayor and the City Council 
to reach out to Angelenos and Neighborhood Councils 
before placing a measure on the ballot as opposed to 
drafting a measure behind closed doors and springing 
it on us at the last moment. 

 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for 
CityWatch.)

(Continued from page 1)

To date, the Angel Fund has already helped 25 local families on the verge of homelessness stay housed. Angel Funds are 
still available. To learn more, please contact Ron Rubine at (818) 882-1212 or ron.rubine@lacity.org.  
 Q: Homeless encampments are a growing problem in CD12. What is your view on how they should be handled?
 Lee: We need to balance the rights and needs of those who are experiencing homelessness with the rights and needs 
of the larger public. Last year, the Mayor’s office launched comprehensive cleaning and rapid engagement (CARE) 
teams throughout the City to provide services to homeless residents and address clean up needs. Currently, living on the 
streets is not illegal, and the City cannot require that homeless individuals enroll in or accept services, but we do have 
an obligation to the public to maintain ADA access on public rights-of-way and ensure that public spaces are free of 
unsanitary and hazardous materials for the safety of all of our residents.
 Q: What is your position on sidewalk vending?
 Lee: I support everyone’s right to earn an honest living. As the son of immigrants who were also small business 
owners struggling to make it in a new country, I get it. The problem with the Safe Sidewalk Vending Act signed by Gov-
ernor Brown in 2018 is that local jurisdictions have virtually no enforcement authority. It is critical to public health and 
safety that we have a mechanism to ensure that all businesses are operating legally and playing by the same set of rules.
 Q: How can constituents get in touch with you?
 Lee: The best way to reach me is by calling the CD12 Community Service Center at (818) 882-1212 or emailing 
Councilmember.Lee@lacity.org. To stay apprised with CD12 happenings, I encourage readers to subscribe to the CD12 
newsletter at cd12.org or follow me on Facebook, Instagram (@councilmemberjohnlee) and Twitter (@CD12LA).

 Editor’s note:  Neither Loraine Lundquist or her campaign have returned our many emails and phone calls.)

Lee Focuses on Homeless, Bus Traffic, Aliso Canyon

The United 
Nations Once 
Again Proves 

Its Anti-
Semitism

By David Harsanyi

T he depraved totalitarians, nefarious barbarians, two-bit 
gangsters, odious scoundrels and bigoted who run the 
United Nations recently set up a new “database” to help anti-

Semites around the world target Jewish businesses in the disputed 
territories of Judea and Samaria — businesses that not only offer 
economic opportunities for Palestinians but opportunities that 
pay higher than most other jobs in the West Bank.
 In no other international dispute — and there are hundreds of 
global conflicts — does the United Nations target peaceful civilians 
or institutions. Certainly in no place do they work to destroy the 
businesses of noncombatants based on their ethnicity or religion. 
The 112 companies on the U.N.’s list are run and staffed, no doubt, 
by people with diverse viewpoints, at least some of whom likely 
support the creation of a Palestinian state. All of them create jobs, 
products and services that foster cooperation.
 None of this matters to the U.N. The Boycott Divest 
Sanction campaign, now supported by the U.N., is a coordinated 
international effort committed to the elimination of the 
Jewish state, bringing together dictators, theocrats, terrorist 
organizations, communists, the “international community” and at 
least one of presidential candidate Bernie Sanders’ top surrogates. 
The movement targets Jews under the guise of anti-Zionism, 
which remains the predominant justification for violence, murder 
and hatred against Jews in Europe and the Middle East.
 The United Nations, of course, has long been ahead of the 
curve in this effort, from its 1975 infamous Resolution 3379, 
which determined that Zionism was a “form of racism and racial 
discrimination,” to its 2006 creation of the Human Rights Council 
(current members include sparkling examples of tolerance like 
Afghanistan, Angola, Qatar, Somalia and Bangladesh.)
 Since its unfortunate inception, the Human Rights Council 
has condemned Israel about as many times as it has every other 
country in the world combined. According to The Washington 
Post, Israel’s human rights record is discussed at literally every 
meeting of the Human Rights Council.

   *  *  *
 In 2018, while the Bashar al-Assad regime was gassing its 
own women and children and thousands of civilians were dying 
in a vicious civil war, the Human Rights Council passed only two 
condemnations directed at the Syrian regime but five directed at 
the Jewish state. Incidentally, Israel was delivering aid to refugees 
of that conflict at the time.
 The only other countries to receive even one condemnation 
in 2018 were South Sudan, Myanmar, Iran and the slave state of 
North Korea. The United Nations has drafted so many anti-Israel 
resolutions that I’ve noticed people have given up on entering 
them into Wikipedia.
 No other country that oversees a minority population — 
populations who often have far stronger cases for autonomy — is 
afforded even slither of the attention from the world. Not even the 
communist Chinese, who have imprisoned upwards of a million 
Uighurs and other Muslim minorities in internment camps for 
“reeducation,” will catch the attention of alleged human rights 
champions at the United Nations.
 Nor does the Palestinian Authority, which recently 
arrested the only Palestinian brave enough to attend the Trump 
administration’s international peace-seeking economic conference 
in Bahrain (he’s lucky the ending wasn’t more macabre), which 
subsidizes anti-Israeli terrorism with a “Martyrs’ Fund” and 
which doesn’t even bother having elections. Rather, it gets big 
checks from the international community — often underwritten 
by the United States — to prop up its corrupt regime.
 What really irks the U.N., though, are Israeli efforts at 
economic cooperation. U.N. Deputy Executive Director for 
Advocacy Bruno Stagno Ugarte says: “The long awaited release 
of the UN settlement business database should put all companies 
on notice: to do business with illegal settlements is to aid in the 
commission of war crimes.”
 War crimes? Hiring talented Palestinians for software 
engineer jobs at tech startups is aiding in the commission of war 
crimes? Allowing Palestinians to see Jews as co-workers rather 
than the enemy is aiding in the commission of war crimes? Offering 
Palestinians work rather than keeping them in a perpetual state 
of aggrievement and anger, as do the authoritarian leaders who 
reject one peace plan after the next from the comfort of their 
mansions, is aiding in the commission of war crimes? Allowing 
them to work for international companies like Airbnb, Booking.
com, Expedia and Motorola is aiding in the commission of war 
crimes?
 It’s a tragedy that those who work for the United Nations, 
people like Stago, would rather Palestinians remains victims in 
perpetuity than see a single Jewish person in the West Bank.
 But it’s not surprising.
 
 (David Harsanyi is a senior writer at National Review and the 
author of the book “First Freedom: A Ride Through America’s 
Enduring History With the Gun.”) -   Creators Syndicate 
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u  RESPONDING TO THE SADDLERIDGE FIRE
Worked through the night to establish evacuation centers and assist with relief. 

u  TRANSIT SOLUTIONS FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
Stands with our community to oppose making busy thoroughfares 

such as Nordhoff  one lane.

u  SUPPORTING LAW ENFORCEMENT TO INCREASE PUBLIC SAFETY 
Secured funding for LAPD’s Devonshire, Topanga, and Valley Traff ic Divisions, 

to get more off icers on the street to address crime. 

u  TACKLING HOMELESSNESS 
Allocated additional funds for the LAPD’s HOPE Team and Bureau of Sanitation 

to get people off  the streets and into housing and 
launch more frequent community cleanups. 

u  WORKING TO SHUT DOWN ALISO CANYON 
Secured funding for LAPD’s Devonshire, Topanga, and Valley Traff ic Divisions, 

to get more off icers on the street to address crime. 

The Only Choice of Our Police and Firefi ghters
VOTE!  ELECTION DAY, MARCH 3RD

� e Independent Voice We Need
DELIVERING FOR THE VALLEY

 Follow us:         @JohnLeeCD12           @john.lee.cd12For more information visit www.johnleecd12.com  | 

VOTE, MARCH 3RD

Paid for by John Lee for City Council 2020, PO Box 7456 Northridge, CA 91327, Additional information is available at ethics.lacity.org

     RE-ELECT
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Worst Law Ever?

New Way Forward Act –
Extreme and Radical

By Wayne Allyn Root

I’ve tried in my career as a conservative commentator to rarely use the word “evil.” 
Disagreements over policies and agendas don’t make your opponent “evil.” As a matter of 
fact, most reasonable, common-sense Americans want compromise.

 But what if I were to report that many Democrats are extreme, radical Stepford wives 
trying to destroy America, American exceptionalism, capitalism, the U.S. Constitution and the 
middle class? Some of you might say, “Wayne, you’re exaggerating.”
 Nope. I’m not.
 I’m going to play the role of Paul Revere. I’m going to expose a bill in Congress championed 
by congressional Democrats called H.R. 5383: the New Way Forward Act, introduced in 
December. It’s so extreme, radical, hateful and offensive toward American citizens that its 
only possible goal is the end of America.
 I believe it represents evil. But I’ll report. You decide.
 The New Way Forward Act — which supporters say is intended to “advance racial justice 
for immigration communities” — says anyone and everyone in the world can come to America 
— no laws, no papers, no background check required. It eliminates illegal immigration.
 And it makes it virtually impossible for anyone to ever again be deported, for any reason. 
Being here illegally will never again result in deportation. Neither will committing serious 
crimes. This bill brags about ending the “prison to deportation pipeline.”
 No criminal can be deported for drug offenses, fraud or felonies. Not for depraved acts of 
moral turpitude, such as sexual assault, child abuse and sex crimes against children. Any crime 
that carries a sentence of less than five years will no longer result in deportation. In many cases, 
this includes manslaughter.
 But even if you are convicted of a crime with at least a five-year sentence — such as 
murder, rape or kidnapping — this bill gives liberal judges complete discretion to allow anyone 
to stay in the country.
 The bill even eliminates the statute that bars anyone from immigrating here if convicted 
abroad of drug crimes, or any crimes involving moral turpitude. So, rapists, child molesters, 
and MS-13 and Mexican drug cartel gangsters: Democrats welcome you to America.
 But I’ve saved the worst for last. The bill is retroactive. It allows anyone and everyone 
ever before deported to come back — as long as they would have been eligible under the 
provisions of the new law.
 Worse, some critics argue that language in the proposal would force the Department of 
Homeland Security to pay for deported criminals to come back with your tax dollars. The list of 
dangerous illegal alien criminals who have been deported numbers in the hundreds of thousands. 
They’re all invited back, and American taxpayers are on the hook for their plane tickets.
 And, of course, once here, they’ll get free health care. Remember, every Democrat 
running for president raised his or her hands in support of free health care for illegals.
 Now you know I’m not being harsh or exaggerating. These Democrats really are 
extreme, radical, Kool-Aid drinking, America-hating Stepford wives. Democrats are intent on 
destroying America and your way of life. And there is no way to compromise with people who 
believe in the end of America.
 From this day forward, every Democrat running for president and every other office in 
the land must be asked by the media where they stand on the New Way Forward Act. And if 
they support it, you are looking at evil.

 (Wayne Allyn Root is a CEO, entrepreneur, best-selling author, nationally syndicated talk 
show host on USA Radio Network and the host of “The Wayne Allyn Root Show.”)

-  Creators Syndicate

Refunds for Everybody,
Tax Preparer Arrested

A tax preparer based in Glendale was arrested on suspicion of defrauding the U.S. 
Treasury of more than $645,000 in fraudulent tax refunds.
 Registered tax preparer Vilen Tavatyan, 31, of Burbank, allegedly ran a scheme 

between February 2014 and April 2016 where he would prepare false federal income 
tax returns for new clients and include false business expenses or fictitious or inflated 
deductions, according to Van Nguyen of the IRS’ Criminal Division.
 Then Tavatyan would electronically file the fraudulent tax forms to the IRS, 
causing the Treasury to disburse over $645,000 in refunds to his clients, Nguyen said. 
Tavatyan’s clients were allegedly audited 128 times as a result of the scheme.
 Tavatyan was indicted by a federal grand jury on 19 counts of assisting in and 
advising the preparation of false tax returns, with each count carrying a statutory 
maximum sentence of three years in federal prison, and 10 counts of wire fraud, with 
each count carrying a maximum sentence of 20 years in federal prison, according to 
Nguyen.
 ``Unscrupulous tax return preparers that solicit clients with false promises of large 
refunds not only victimize their clients but also seek to steal vital government funds, and 
they will be sought out by IRS Criminal Investigation,’’ said Special Agent in Charge 
Ryan L. Korner.
 ``Mr. Tavatyan’s indictment and arrest demonstrate the determination and hard 
work of our special agents to bring these alleged fraudsters to justice, and in doing so, 
protect the public trust.’’
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7 Reasons to Build 
Something Great for God

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
29:1-5, we see the incredible contributions David gave for the building of God’ 
temple—gold, silver, bronze, precious stones, and more. Then he says in verse 
five, “Now, who is willing to consecrate themselves to the Lord today?” this chaL-
Lenges us to ask ourseLves what we are wiLLing to give back to god. even if we 
don’t get credit. even if someone eLse comes aLong and buiLds upon what we have 
buiLt (as david’s son, soLomon, ended up doing), it’s aLL for god’s gLory.

7. the greater the Light the more the darkness disappears. in John 8:12, 
Jesus said to the peopLe, “i am the Light of the worLd. whoever foLLows me 
wiLL never waLk in darkness, but wiLL have the Light of Life.” then in John 
12:46, he decLared, “i have come into the worLd as a Light, so that no one 
who beLieves in me shouLd stay in darkness.” when we work for the Light, 
darkness diminishes more and more. and that is a very good reason to buiLd 
our Lives for god. 

It’s these little steps of faith—the small decisions we make each and every 
day—that accumulate, brick by brick, until at the end of your life you look back 
and see that you have built a great life for God’s glory.

 Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of “Compelled: The Irresistible Call 
to Share Your Faith” (available on Amazon) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, 

which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area—Porter Ranch, Woodland Hills, 
and Agua Dulce. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.
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I        have been preaching for more than 40 years, and my calling to become a preacher goes all 
the way back to the ninth grade. I went forward during the altar call at my father’s church. 
I told my dad that I wanted to lead a “great church” someday — not just any church, but a 

great church. Why would I, or anyone else, want to build something great for God? I’m going 
to share seven reasons why this has been my life’s mission, and how you can build something 
great for the Lord with whatever He has placed in your hands. 

1. God is worthy of our best. In Malachi 1:6-8, God’s people broke His 
covenant by offering blemished sacrifices back to Him. Imagine if your 
mother gave you an orange tree that produced delicious, juicy oranges. 
Once that tree was mature, she asked you for a few. You obliged, but 
you gave her all the bruised, half-rotten ones. How would that make her 
feel—she, being the one who not only gave you the orange tree, but also 
gave you life? God has given us everything we have, and sometimes we 
give Him back our leftovers, our worse, or nothing at all. God is worthy 
of our best. 

2. God has done great things for us. James 1:17 says, “Every good and 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heav-
enly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” God has done so 
much for us. He has given us life, health, the ability to work and to enjoy 
our free time. He has given you your family, your freedom, your job, food to eat, 
and clean water to drink every day. On top of all this, God gave you the ultimate 
gift of His Son Jesus, who died for your sins (John 3:16). The Lord has done 
great things for us, which should lead us to want to 
do great things for Him.

3. God doesn’t want us to be lukewarm about anything. 
In Revelation 3:15-16, God says, “I know your deeds, 
that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were 
either one or the other! So, because you are luke-
warm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you 
out of my mouth.” God wants us to be on fire for 
Him—passionate for His holy character; the Bible, 
His Word; His heart to serve the poor, the sick, wid-
ows, and orphans; and His command to share the 
Good News about the hope and eternal life available 
through His Son, Jesus. 

4. To whom much has given much is required. We must 
always ask ourselves, “What am I doing with the 
blessings—the time, talents, and treasure—that God 
has given me? Am I using it to serve Him and to bless 
others?” Luke 12:48b says, “From everyone who has 
been given much, much will be demanded; and from 
the one who has been entrusted with much, much 
more will be asked.”

5. I never want to be outworked by the devil. Jesus said 
in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.” And 1 Peter 5:8 describes 
the devil as a prowling, roaring lion who is looking 
for someone to devour. Satan is working overtime to 
destroy lives and spread darkness. I never ever want 
to be outworked by him, so I must keep building and 
working so that my life and faith will glorify God 
(Romans 4:18-21; 1 Peter 4:11).

6. If others will build upon our foundation, then let’s 
build a great foundation. King David was not God’s 
chosen vessel to build His temple. But 1 Chronicles 

Settlement with 
Time Warner Cable
T ime Warner Cable will issue credits to customers valued 

at nearly $17 million to settle a consumer protection 
lawsuit stemming from allegations that the company 

used misleading advertising practices to entice customers to 
pay for high-speed internet services that it could not
deliver, Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey 
announced.
 The vast majority of the money -- which is the largest ever 
secured by the District Attorney’s Office in such a lawsuit 
-- will be returned to customers within 60 days through 
automatic credits on their monthly cable/internet bills from 
Spectrum, the parent company of Time Warner Cable after 
a May 2016 merger.
 The company’s internet customers in California will 
also be offered a free month of an entertainment streaming 
package, Spectrum Choice, valued at about $40, while those 
who are cable TV subscribers will be offered three free 
months of Showtime, valued at $45, if they don’t already 
subscribe to it, according to the District Attorney’s Office.
 A few customers who both were issued outdated 
modems and paid for higher internet speeds will be eligible 
to receive about $180 in credit, according to the District 
Attorney’s Office.
 The company -- which did not admit or deny fault under 
the settlement -- also agreed to pay $1.9 million that will be 
split evenly between the district attorney’s offices from Los 
Angeles, Riverside and San Diego counties, which filed the 
consumer protection lawsuit.
 The district attorneys alleged in the lawsuit that Time 
Warner advertised and marketed internet services to its cus-
tomers in California that overstated the speeds it could deliver.
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CityWatchLA

Just Say NO to Professional 
Politicians

By Jack Humphreville

While most of the attention on Super Tuesday (March 3) will be on the Democratic Presidential 
candidates, there are three “down ballot” races that will have a direct impact on the lives of the 
residents of both the City and County of Los Angeles. 

 These include two races for the Los Angeles City Council and one for County Supervisor. 
 One of the major themes of the Presidential race is that our government is controlled by deep pocketed 
special interests who fund the campaigns of our professional politicians who in turn favor the special 
interests.  And now it is time for outsiders to end this vicious circle and take back our government by electing 
honest politicians that represent the people.  
 This is certainly true in Los Angeles where professional politicians are playing musical chairs, feathering 
their own nests and those of the special interests, all at our expense.  
 There are three unworthy candidates who do not deserve our votes: City Councilman Herb Wesson 
who wants to replace Mark Ridley-Thomas on the County Board of Supervisors, County Supervisor Mark-
Ridley Thomas (“MRT”) who wants to replace Wesson on the City Council, and former State Senator Kevin 
de Leon (“KDL”) who wants to replace Jose Huizar on the City Council.  
 These three professional pols have many things in common.  
 They have significantly larger war chests than their opponents.  A significant portion of their campaign 
contributions are from out of district contributors.  They are using their current positions of power to 
extract campaign contributions from those that are dependent on favors or contracts from the government.  
 Herb Wesson does not deserve our votes.  He has overseen the City’s corrupt pay-to-play schemes that 
have included Jose Huizar, Wesson’s chief of staff, the Sea Breeze development in Harbor City, the out of 
character high rise in Koreatown across from RFK Community Schools, and numerous other shady deals 
that enriched campaign funding real estate developers.  
 Mark Ridley-Thomas is looking to replace Herb Wesson on the City Council.  But MRT is more 
interested in using a seat on the City Council as a steppingstone to be our mayor.  At the same time, he 
would be pulling down $200,000 a year (plus benefits) and a City paid staff to promote his agenda.  MRT has 
also not agreed to reimburse the City for the costs of the special elections to replace him on the Council (if 
elected). 
 We also have the controversy of the County funding the remodeling of his home office and the lack of 
transparency into the use of County employees.  And then there is the diversion of $100,000 of campaign 
funds to USC to pay for the salary of his son who resigned from his seat in the State Assembly because of 
#MeToo issues.  
 Like MRT, Kevin de Leon views the City Council as a stopping off point on his way to being elected 
mayor.  KDL has also not agreed to reimburse the City for the costs of special elections to replace him on the 
City Council (if elected).  
 But more to the point, KDL will bring even more “Sacramento Sleaze” to the City Council where 
there is little transparency and lots of behind closed doors wheeling and dealing to the benefit of the special 
interests. 
 We have viable alternatives to these three professional politicians. 

The Astros’ Apology? 
Not Accepted

By Steve Chapman

The Houston Astros have gotten a lot of criticism lately, but they may 
also have a business opportunity. They could work out a marketing 
promotion with Reese’s, maker of those peanut butter cups, whose 

ad slogan is: “Not sorry.”
 Oh, they say they’re sorry, just as losing Academy Award nominees 
force themselves to smile and applaud for the winners. But their contrition 
is about as convincing as Pete Rose’s hair dye. When Jose Altuve and 
Alex Bregman stepped forward to apologize at a press conference, they 
looked as though they were making a hostage video.
 “I’m really sorry about the choices that were made by my team, by 
the organization and by me,” said Bregman. “I’ve learned from this and 
I hope to regain the trust of baseball fans.” Altuve assured the audience 
that everyone in the organization “feels bad about what happened in 
2017.”
 You gotta love their phrasing: “The choices that were made” and 
“what happened in 2017.” The systematic, extended use of electronic 
surveillance and communication to sabotage opposing teams — well, 
they made it sound like an unfortunate rain shower that happened to fall 
on them. “We cheated every chance we got, and the cheating won us a 
World Series” would have been a more honest formulation.
 “I’ve learned from this” and “feels bad” have a charming vagueness. 
Did Bregman learn the importance of greater secrecy in foul play? Is 
Altuve pained that everyone now regards him as a thief? Neither player 
appeared to be wracked by conscience.
 Owner Jim Crane minimized the crime as irrelevant. “Our opinion 
is, you know, that this didn’t impact the game,” he said with serene calm. 
“We won the World Series and we’ll leave it at that.”
 Yes, we were at the bank wielding guns when it was robbed, and yes, 
we have bags filled with bundles of cash, but we don’t think we owe our 
wealth to the robbery. And we’ll leave it at that.

   *  *  *
 The cheating involved a mix of modern video and primitive 
communication, with a TV monitor near the dugout showing the 
catcher’s signs and a guy banging on a trash can to indicate to the batter 
what pitch was coming. The commissioner’s report said the scheme was 
“player-driven,” but an investigation by The Wall Street Journal found 
widespread guilt: “The Astros’ rule-breaking permeated the entire 
organization, involving executives, coaches and players.”
 Professional sports teams are results-oriented, so it’s safe to say that 
if this program didn’t “impact” games, it would have been scrapped. The 
obvious reason players were so happy to make use of it is that it made a 
difference.
 The Journal notes that one internal email commended Marwin 
Gonzalez for doing “the best job with getting this info.” The utility player 
had his best season in 2017. His reward was a $21 million contract with 
the Minnesota Twins, who might have paid less had they known more.
 But don’t worry: Gonzalez apologized. “I’m remorseful for 
everything that happened in 2017,” he said — though not, perhaps, for 
what happened in 2019, when the Brink’s truck arrived to unload his 
windfall.
 It’s plain that if they had the chance to do it over, the Astros would 
behave differently. They would try much, much harder to avoid getting 
caught. Since they were caught, they can bring themselves to utter a few 
banal words of feigned regret. But nothing indicates a willingness to take 
true responsibility for their transgressions.
 Those transgressions rank among the most outrageous and 
disgraceful in major league history, with immeasurable consequences. 
They damaged the careers of opposing pitchers whose failures were 
mistakenly attributed to their inadequacies. They brought hits and 
money to hitters who were complicit in the crime. And they cost other 
teams victories they would have had in the absence of the cheating.
 So if the Astros are sorry, let them show it. First, by providing a 
complete account of everything they did. Second, by admitting the obvious 
fact that they owed much of their success to it. Third, by surrendering the 
rings and the bonuses they got for winning the Series and renouncing 
their title.
 If the Astros players and staff aren’t willing to do any of these, they 
should take their apologies and throw them in the trash can. I know they 
have one!

 (Steve Chapman blogs at Chicago Tribune.)       -  Creators Syndicate
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Our ‘Abnormal’ President
By Neil Patel

As Speaker Nancy Pelosi tore up President Donald 
Trump’s State of the Union speech page by page, she 
put the finishing touches on one of the greatest political 

rehab jobs of all time. The Democrats have managed to turn 
Trump into a thoroughly sympathetic figure.
 From the start, Trump has not been treated like a normal 
president by people on either end of the political spectrum. 
On the left, Trump is viewed as a fascist, un-American 
monster, thoroughly unprepared for and undeserving of the 
highest office in our land. They never accepted his election 
and never gave him a chance — angling for impeachment 
even before Trump was sworn into office.
 On the other side, for a big chunk of the American right, 
Trump is viewed more as a messianic figure than a politician. 
These are Trump’s core voters, people so frustrated by 
normal politicians that they were willing and eager to pass 
the reins to Trump. Their devotion to Trump is complete, and 
there is nothing that could erode it.
 The question, as always in politics, has been what happens 
with the middle portion of our country — those who may not 
view Trump as the devil or the messiah. For the longest time, 
it seemed like Trump was driving these people away. With his 
middle-of-the-night tweet sessions, questionable comments 
after Charlottesville and truly embarrassing staffing choices 
(remember Omarosa Manigault and Anthony Scaramucci), 
the more persuadable independents in our country had 
plenty of reasons to be leery of Trump.
 In Washington — and maybe in New York and 
Hollywood, too — the talk is still all Trump all the time. The 
left has been clear that anyone even remotely friendly to 
Trump must be destroyed.
 Nobody likes it when America is torn apart. But if you 

get out and speak with people in the rest of America, what 
you hear is very different. They see Trump as a pretty normal 
president, and a pretty damn good one at that. They like 
how our economy is performing and give Trump’s tax and 
regulatory policies a lot of credit for it. They see their 401(k) 
plans going up.
 New jobs are available, including manufacturing jobs. 
The U.S. is the world’s premier energy producer. They 
believe Trump’s trade deals represent the interests of average 
Americans, which is refreshing in a country dominated by 
policies pushed by the Fortune 500. They look at what’s 
happening in Washington as noise from people too obsessed 
with politics. Things in their towns are going pretty well, and 
they don’t seem super inclined to change things up right now.

  *  *  *
 It’s in this environment that the president came out 
and gave a highly normal, pretty moderate and pretty 
effective speech last month. He’s even starting to look more 
presidential (or maybe we are just getting used to him). 
The Democrats keep screaming that Trump is a dangerous, 
racist lunatic, but then he gets on TV and sounds the exact 
opposite.
 The president honored numerous minority Americans. 
If anything, one of his strongest themes seemed to be the 
push to bridge racial divides in our country. He honored 
one of the last Tuskegee Airmen; he supported historically 
black colleges, low-income opportunity zones and school 
vouchers. He also pushed broadly popular policies like 
lowering prescription drug prices. With the exception of a 
few moments, this was not a predominantly a right-wing 
speech.

 On other issues like paid family leave and prison reform, 
Trump seems to be expressly triangulating Democrats by 
taking the debate to their turf.
 After a speech that was generally unifying and positive, 
celebrating our great country, the last image voters were left 
with was an angry Pelosi slowly ripping apart each page 
of the president’s speech. This sort of angry politics is sure 
to play great on CNN and “The View,” but it will lose the 
Democrats the next election.
 Polls already show Trump surging in popularity since 
the flawed and nakedly political impeachment process 
began. He’s now been acquitted overwhelmingly, and to top 
it off, according to Gallup, Trump is now at a 49% approval 
rating, his highest yet. On top of this, Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
an avowed socialist who honeymooned in the Soviet Union, 
is shooting up to the top of the Democratic primary battle. 
Everything is literally coming up Trump.
 The activist wing of the Democratic party hates Trump 
so much that they can’t stop themselves from lashing out. 
What they’ve done, though, is take a pretty polarizing 
politician and make him more likable.
 Ironically, Pelosi and other party leaders knew this 
would happen. For years, Pelosi warned of the dangers of a 
partisan impeachment effort, yet eventually she acquiesced. 
Turns out she was right.
 Ripping up the speech like a child just makes Trump 
look like the adult in the room. For all his strengths in politics, 
that’s one achievement Trump never could have reached on 
his own.

-  Jewish World Review

Westfield Unveils 
Updated Plans

Westfield (URW) announced that it has 
submitted amended plans to the 

City of Los Angeles for the Promenade 2035 project, 
which proposes to create a new 34-acre mixed-use 
center with public plazas and walkable streets along with 
new housing, entertainment venues, hotels, shops, cafes, 
restaurants and street level retail. The updated proposal 
includes a commitment to a total of fifteen percent of the 
initial residential units for affordable, stakeholder and 
workforce housing – a voluntary action and the first of its 
kind in the Downtown District of the Warner Center; and 
a reduction to the proposed size of the Entertainment and 
Sports Center (ESC). The modifications will also ensure a 
more sustainable development and further URW’s goal to 
reduce its carbon footprint.  
 “I have worked closely with URW to ensure that 
this project, with its vast opportunity, adds critical low 
income and workforce housing, good-paying jobs as well 
as numerous community benefits. With this revised plan, 
we are taking a great step forward,” said Councilmember 
Bob Blumenfield. “People who work in Warner Center 
should be able to afford to live there and this is a step in 
the right direction. I look forward to continuing to work 
together as the project is finalized.”
 
  *  *  *
 “Having spent many months meeting with residents 
and listening to their concerns, we are pleased to submit 
revised plans which reflect community input on this 
vision for the Promenade property, while keeping within 
the goals of the Warner Center 2035 Specific Plan,” said 
Larry Green, Executive Vice President of Development 
for Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield. “We remain committed 
to delivering the highest quality project and look forward 
to continued community engagement as we move one step 
closer to delivering on our $1.5 billion-dollar investment in 
the heart of Los Angeles and the San Fernando Valley.”
 The Entertainment and Sports Center continues as 
an important element of the Promenade 2035 Project, and 
will be a catalyst for economic growth, attracting further 
investment in the Warner Center overall. In response to 
community feedback, URW is proposing a reduction in the 
square footage of the Entertainment and Sports Center by 
over 40%, from 320,000 square feet to 181,550 square feet, 
creating the opportunity for a greater diversity of uses and 
increased green space. 
 The updated plans also include a 45% reduction in 
height of the Entertainment and Sports Center, from 155 feet 
to approximately 85 feet; and a substantial reduction of over 
30% in the number of seats originally proposed.  Additional 
City design review will occur when the Entertainment and 
Sports Center’s operator is finalized. 
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ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

James Carville Is Right: 
Dems Should Be Panicking

By Laura Hollis

Legendary Democratic strategist James Carville was interviewed by Vox’s Sean Illing after Carville’s doom-and-gloom 
jeremiad on MSNBC got a lot of people’s attention. In his inimitable fashion, Carville warned that Democrats’ love 
affair with Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders is sending the party hurtling toward resounding defeat in November.

 “Bernie Sanders isn’t a Democrat,” Carville insisted. “He’s never been a Democrat. He’s an ideologue.”
 Carville clearly thinks that Sanders has moved the party too far to the left, and he sharply criticized all the candidates’ 
fixation with ideas that resonate only with the party’s far-left wing, like “free college tuition” and student “debt forgiveness.” 
“(P)eople all over this country worked their way through school, sent their kids to school, paid off student loans,” he said. 
“They don’t want to hear this s—-. ... It’s just not a winning message.”
 Carville also chastised Democrats for their condescension toward Southerners and rural Americans. And he warned 
that trying to be the lefty flavor du jour risks alienating a core constituency: African Americans. “These voters are a hell of 
a lot more important than a bunch of 25-year-olds shouting everyone down on Twitter.”
 Carville’s rant earned plenty of praise from Republicans on Twitter. But even a quick read makes it clear that Carville 
isn’t necessarily opposed to the ideas that the most “progressive” Democrats are pitching. He’s just warning Democrats not 
to tip their hand too soon: “We have candidates on the debate stage talking about open borders and decriminalizing illegal 
immigration. ... You’ve got Bernie Sanders talking about letting criminals and terrorists vote from jail cells. It doesn’t matter 
what you think about any of that, or if there are good arguments — talking about that is not how you win a national election. 
... The purpose of a political party is to acquire power. All right? Without power, nothing matters.”
 Predictably, Democratic candidates have stumbled over one another trying to establish their socialist bona fides. Sen. 
Kamala Harris promised to effectively repeal the Second Amendment from the Oval office, set drug prices and confiscate 
patents. Elizabeth Warren’s many “plans” have included taxes that would gouge smaller businesses, not millionaires and 
billionaires, and policies that would destroy retirees’ pensions.
 But these folks are Johnny-come-latelies, and voters on the left know it. So avowed socialist Bernie Sanders (who was 
defending bread lines before it was cool) now finds himself the front-runner in a field of candidates, none of whom can crack 
30% of the votes in their own party — and who will almost certainly not get a majority of Electoral College votes in the 
general election.
 Why?
 The economy is booming. President Donald Trump’s popularity is increasing. The impeachment debacle damaged 
Democrats, not Trump. More to the point, Trump voters (including a lot of converts to the cause) are fiercely loyal. And they, 
too, have been paying attention to the Democratic Party’s listing leftward, if primary turnout is any indication.
 Trump received 97% of the Republican vote in the Iowa caucuses, and in the New Hampshire primary, he broke a 40-
year record for the most votes cast for an incumbent president (about 130,000) well in excess of the number of votes cast for 
incumbent Presidents Barack Obama (about 49,000), George Bush (about 54,000) or Bill Clinton (about 77,000).
 It’s too early to predict whether Sanders will keep this momentum going. What does seem to be clear is that no one in 
the current crop of Democratic candidates appears to have what it takes to trounce Trump.
 James Carville is right to be panicking.

 (Laura Hirschfeld Hollis is on the faculty at the University of Notre Dame, where she teaches courses in business 
law and entrepreneurship. She has received numerous awards for her teaching, research, community service and 
contributions to entrepreneurship education.) -  Creators Syndicate

Campus Leaders 
“Failing” Again!

“Segregation now, segregation tomorrow and segregation 
forever!” Those words were thundered by Alabama Gov. 
George Wallace in his 1963 inauguration speech. But, in 

fact, the very next year, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act, 
which brought an end to segregation.
 Or did it?
 Wallace later repented of this phrase, but in 2020, the 1963 
George Wallace seems to be getting some traction. Because 
all over America — and even in Alabama — universities and 
schools are promoting and endorsing schemes that divide and 
label students by race.
 SEGREGATION ON CAMPUS
 The University of Alabama, for example, is endorsing a 
Goldman Sachs-backed “diversity” program that benefits black, 
Hispanic, Native American and LGBT students, but excludes 
other groups. White? Asian? Straight? You’re not welcome.
 At the University of Colorado Boulder, a special retreat is 
available only to students “whose identity community/ies have 
been minoritized” in science, technology, engineering and math. 
Nor was it about special problems faced by “minoritized” students.
 As Campus Reform reports, “Activities at the event were 
centered around career development and networking, and 
not specific to minority experiences. They included creating 
research and teaching portfolios, coming up with questions to 
ask during interviews, networking with existing CU faculty, 
and learning the differences between types of faculty careers.”
 Meanwhile, at Portland State University, the Women’s 
Resource Center holds meetings “solely for people of color.”
 At Williams College in Williamstown, Massachusetts, a 
symposium on science and technology invited only speakers 
who fit the categories of “African Americans, Alaska Natives, 
Arab Americans, Asian Americans, Latinx, Native Americans, 
Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders.”
 And the University of Nevada, Las Vegas offers special 
race-based housing. The University of California, Berkeley, 
meanwhile, offers four orientations based on race in addition to 

the main orientation.
 It was the argument of the old-time segregationists that the various races were too different to get along side by side. The 
best that could be hoped for was that each could stay in its lane and flourish on its own with minimal contact with the others. 
That’s sounding more and more like the sort of thing we’re hearing on college campuses, where each group is told that others 
can’t understand its thinking because of its unique experiences, requiring its own safe space.
 REPEATING RACIAL MISTAKES OF THE PAST
 Old-time segregationists prefigured the modern university in another way. Though they talked about separating the races, 
what they really meant was separating whites from all the others. The Virginia statute barring interracial marriage, struck 
down by the Supreme Court in the 1967 case of Loving v. Virginia, banned marriages between blacks and whites but allowed 
nonwhites to marry nonwhites of other races. Though the state said it was against race mixing, it was actually only against 
mixing whites with other races. (The statute featured an amusing carve-out for the descendants of Pocahontas, a status claimed 
by many of Virginia’s top families who would otherwise have been treated as nonwhite due to that Native American ancestry.)
 Likewise, many of these university programs seem to lump all nonwhites — except Asians, who, as sometimes happened 
under Jim Crow, often get thrown in as honorary whites — into one category and whites in another.
 I think the segregationists of 1963 would have gotten a good laugh out of the way race is often treated on campus today. 
The rest of us shouldn’t be laughing. All of this labeling, separating and dividing by race and other characteristics is one of the 
things contributing to a divided and divisive America. Sure, it generates plenty of make-work for campus administrators, but 
that’s hardly a justification that should resonate with the taxpayers.
 As we were just reminded on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, progress on race in America used to mean seeing past color and 
race, not sorting people based on external characteristics. And, actually, it still means that. It’s just that the people running the 
show on campus seem less interested in progress than in division.

  (Glenn Harlan Reynolds is a University of Tennessee law professor.)                    -  Jewish World 
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Oakridge Estate Tour
 The Oakridge Estate at 18650 Devonshire Blvd. 
in Northridge has a tour planned for the morning 
of Saturday, March 21st at 10am.  Docents will lead 
the 90 minute tour of the home that was built for 
Barbara Stanwyck by architect Paul R. Williams in 
1937.  Advanced registration is required and available 
at http://www.theoakridgeestate.org. Admission is $15 
per person.  The gates open at 9:30am and there is 
limited parking so carpooling is advised.

Free Movie Matinee
     On Thursday, March 26 at 1:30 PM in the Chatsworth 
Library Community Room there will be a free showing 
of The Joker.  The movie is sponsored by the Friends 
of Chatsworth Library.  Light refreshments are 
available.  The library is located at 21052 Devonshire 
Street in Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 
341-4276.

The Passion Play
 The Passion Play on March 29 and April 3-5 will 
celebrate its 28th year in production in 2020. Hosted 
by Shepherd Church, The Passion Play is considered 
the last remaining musical production in Southern 
California that chronicles the last days of Jesus 
Christ on earth. This annual event has become a local 
tradition for thousands of Angelinos as they prepare to 
celebrate Easter. Each year, however, there is always 
something new and fresh in the production to make the 
experience unique. When you purchase a ticket to The 
Passion Play, a significant portion of the proceeds 
will help Los Angeles-based community-minded 
ministries. The Passion Play is written and directed 
by Chip Hurd, director of Tyler Perry’s Nickelodeon 
Series, Young Dylan, actress and former director of 
Tyler Perry’s House of Payne and the award-winning 
audio bible, The Bible Experience. Vocal Director 
Maxi Anderson is a producer and singer whose voice is 
heard in The Lion King, Dream Girls, and recordings 
with a number of Grammy-award winning artists. 
Musical Director and Orchestrator Steven A. Taylor 
is recognized for the diversity of his work which 
extends from musical theatre to film and writing of 
the classic, Hallelujah You’re Worthy. The majority 
of the play’s musical score is written by Chip Hurd 
and Co-Composer Steven A. Taylor, with additional 
contributions by Eric Dawkins, Ray Reynolds, Michiko 
Hill, and others. The Passion Play is not recommended 
for children under six years of age or any child under 
12 who may be sensitive to graphic scenes. Tickets will 
be available for purchase online at 9:00 a.m. and at the 
Shepherd Church Ticket Office at our Porter Ranch 
location. Contact tickets@shepherdchurch.com or call 
(818) 831-7880.

Coffee-with-a-Cop
 On Sunday, March 1, the California Highway 
Patrol (CHP) will be hosting a coffee-with-a-Cop event 
at the Porter Ranch Starbucks, 19759 Rinaldi Street 
between 8 AM and noon.  Come on by for a free cup of 
coffee and a chance to ask your questions, voice your 
concerns, and get to know your local CHP officers.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be 
discussing The Library Book by Susan Orlean on March 
4 at 1:30 pm.  The book club meets in the Library 
Community Room on the first Wednesday of the month.  
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in 
Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Valley Trailers
 The Valley Trailers Square Dance Club invites 
you to join their new class of modern square dancing 
starting on Tuesday, March 10th.  Arrive at Wilkinson 
Center, 8956 Vanalden, in Northridge, around 6:45 pm to 
register.  New dancers accepted on 3/10 and 3/17.  Your 
first class is free, $7.00 thereafter.  For more info, call 
Linda 805-231-6171 or Don 818-360-8750.

Northridge Women’s Club
 Northridge Women’s Club is hosting a Bingo Event 
on Wednesday, March 11th from 11am to 3pm at 18401 
Lassen Street in Northridge.   $15 includes book of 10 
games, bottled water & lunch. $1.00 daubers, $3.00 
wine & $1.00 sodas. There will be prizes for winners. 
For reservations, please contact Irene Strauss at 818 
344-3333. For membership, please contact Joyce Sipes 
at 818 429-8468.

Violins of Hope
 The Violins of Hope are a collection of violins that 
survived the Holocaust and were beautifully restored 
by Amnon Weinstein and his son, Avshalom. These 
violins represent and celebrate the triumph of the 
human spirit. You can hear the Violins of Hope in a 
special presentation during City Council on March 17. 
To reserve a seat on the shuttle from the Community 
Service Center to City Hall for this special presentation 
on March 17, please RSVP to Councilmember.Lee@
lacity.org or call 818-882-1212.

Chatsworth Neighborhood Council
 Voting will be Saturday, March 21 to fill 11 of 21 
Board seats in the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council.  
Stakeholders may vote from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Chatsworth Train Depot, 10038 Old Depot Plaza Road. 
For more information see: ChatsworthCouncil.org 
vote@ChatsworthCouncil.org.

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.

No faxes, phone calls or mail. 
 

Rachel Reiter, 
Local Events Coordinator

Day of the Horse Celebration
 CD12 Councilmember John Lee proudly 
presents The 17th Annual Chatsworth Day of the 
Horse Celebration on Sunday, March 29, 11 am to 3 
pm at Stoney Point Ranch, 10861 Andora Avenue in 
Chatsworth. For more information, contact Dorothy 
Allison at 818 727 0956 or Marina Mackie at 818 314 
1104.

Seated Exercise Classes
 The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The DVD 
classes alternate between stretching, yoga, and strength 
training.  The library is located at 21052 Devonshire 
Street in Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 
341-4276.

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, as Senior 
Pastor Dudley Rutherford shares the inspiring 
resurrection story of Jesus Christ — a timeless event 
over 2,000 years ago that fulfilled God’s redemption 
plan and brings hope for all mankind. You’ll experience 
uplifting contemporary & dynamic music, and have the 
opportunity to take communion, pray, and fellowship 
with others. Everyone is welcome. The church is located 
at 19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch. Service Times: 
Friday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, April 11 at 5:00 
p.m. & 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 12 at 7:00 a.m., 9:00 
a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Spanish translation at all services.

VOTE 
MARCH 3
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BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfiels, CA 93312
661-588-7953

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

CANOGA PARK
21301 Victory Blvd.
Canoga Park, CA 91303
747-226-6026 

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

COLTON
CLEARANCE CENTER
1601 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5300

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 
7212 Edinger Ave.,
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
657-237-7595

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of the 
Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980 

LOS ANGELES
In the Venice Crossroads 
Shopping Center
8985 Venice Blvd., Suite 
A-3
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave, 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
951-894-7988

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284 

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

TORRANCE
19800 Hawthorne Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
310-953-3480

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740 

NOW 
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†

On purchases made with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 3/10/2020 to 3/17/2020. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the 
promotional purchase is not paid in full within 12 months. Minimum monthly payments required. **See below for details.

PLUS12MONTHS
No interest if paid in full in 12 months**

No down payment 
No minimum purchase50% OFF‡‡

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, Hot Buys, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture 
protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress and box springs are subject to a $10.50 per unit CA recycling fee. 
†Subject to availability. Order must be entered by 4 PM. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC., many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not 
both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at 
all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2020 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: March 10, 2020. Expires: March 17, 2020.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

**Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on the 
promo purchase if you pay it off, in full, within the promo period. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. The required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off the promo purchase by the end of the promo period. Regular 
account terms apply to non promo purchases and, after promo period ends, to the remaining promo balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional 
purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. *Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time 
of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo 
is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new 
accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. 
‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date 
each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum 
payment applicable to those balances.

Reg. Price $2699.99

RAWCLIFFE  
3 Piece Sectional

INCLUDES 
50% OFF‡‡

$1350

Includes left arm facing sofa, 
wedge and right arm facing sofa.

or $113 PER MONTH‡

for
 12 MONTHS**

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 3/10/2020 to 3/17/2020. Equal monthly payments required for 60 months. Ashley Furniture does not 
require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

plus 30% off‡‡
0% interest*
NO down payment
NO minimum purchase

or60 months


