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The American 
Public Has a Right 

to Information
By Laura Hollis

The American public deserves the truth — from its politicians and from 
any and all media. This should be a noncontroversial statement. But it 
is controversial, apparently. Not only are we not being told the truth; we 

are being prevented from hearing the truth told to us by anyone who has it — 
or is actively seeking it. We are increasingly unable to even access information 
we could use to form our own independent assessments of what is true and 
what is not. This is appalling, and we must demand that it stop.
 Our national press has a long history of keeping the truth from us — 
and even telling outright lies when doing so fits its preferred narrative (or 
helps its preferred political candidate). The press's manipulation of the flow of 
information has been exposed time and time again.
 For decades, America had the politicians/press one-two punch: Politicians 
lie, and the left-wing media cover up for them — at least if they're Democrats.
 Until talk radio and the advent of the internet, the public had few sources outside 
of newspapers and major TV networks, which gave "journalists" (and their pet 
politicians) a de facto monopoly on the flow of information. But those newer media — 
to which social media was added even more recently — meant that anyone investigating 
stories traditional media chose to spin (or ignore altogether) had new platforms for 
reaching people who were unsatisfied with lies, half-truths and information blackouts.
 Now that, too, has been throttled. In place of the old one-two punch, we now have 
the unholy trinity: Politicians lie; traditional media cover for them; and the Big Tech 
social media companies (Google, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube) demonetize, deplatform 
and otherwise censor any information they don't want the American public to have.
 We're told these steps are necessary to protect the public from being hornswoggled 
by unreliable sources peddling "fake news" — like concerns about election fraud.
 Bunk.
 First of all, as noted above, the traditional media has a lousy track record when 
it comes to deciding what's true and what isn't, and — oddly — those decisions seem 
to consistently coincide with the personal and professional interests of left-wing 
politicians.
 Second, what's "unreliable" is a matter of some debate.
 Take the National Enquirer, for example. Traditionally known as a gossip rag 
that peddles unsubstantiated stories from unidentified sources, it was nevertheless 
the Enquirer that, in the early 2000s, broke the story about Democratic presidential 
contender John Edwards' affair with Rielle Hunter. Edwards was a Democratic Party 
golden boy, and so — unsurprisingly — the "reliable" media had largely ignored 
rampant rumors about Edwards' extramarital liaisons — and the child those liaisons 
had produced.

    *  *  *

 If the social media companies are going to follow in the legacy media's footsteps, 
there's no reason to think their decisions will be any better. Indeed, it's evident that 
those decisions are even worse.
 Dennis Prager's organization, Prager University, or PragerU, publishes popular 
videos expounding on conservative policy positions. YouTube was sued for blocking 
and demonetizing PragerU's videos, effectively preventing it from reaching its 
intended audience and crippling its business model. PragerU lost; the judge held that 
YouTube is a private company that can publish whatever and whoever it likes.
 YouTube has been emboldened by this decision and now routinely deplatforms 
or demonetizes videos with conservative content in ways that even some traditional 
liberals — like Glenn Greenwald and Matt Taibbi — warn is dangerous and destructive 
to a free society.
 The Epoch Times just announced that it has been demonetized by YouTube. 
One may dislike the conservative editorial posture of the Epoch Times — just as one 
may dislike the progressive bent of The New York Times — but the Epoch Times is a 
legitimate newspaper with actual investigative journalists. Who are the social media 
companies to say that the Epoch Times cannot disseminate information it has for its 
readership?
 Ah, but the Epoch Times' alleged crime is its ongoing reporting about election 
fraud. The powers that be have decided that there was no fraud, there can be no 
discussion about fraud and any attempt to provide information about fraud will be 
shut down.
 The social media companies have no right to deprive Americans of information on 
this issue — or any other. Contrary to what we are being told, litigation, investigations 
and legislative efforts are ongoing in states across the country.

 (Laura Hirschfeld Hollis is on the faculty at the University of Notre Dame, where she 
teaches courses in business law and entrepreneurship. She has received numerous awards 
for her teaching, research, community service and contributions to entrepreneurship 
education, and writes for Creators.)
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When the Hateful Think 
They Are the Virtuous

By Ben Shapiro

Last month, Virginia Heffernan, a columnist for the Los Angeles Times, unleashed the 
most perverse column in recent memory.
 The title: "What can you do about the Trumpites next door?" Heffernan wasn't 

lamenting neighbors who had tagged her house with pro-Trump graffiti, or who had 
participated in the Jan. 6 riots, or who had even held an election watch party and turned 
the music up too loud.
 No, Heffernan was lamenting the travails of living next door to Trump supporters ... 
who had cleared her driveway of snow.
 Heffernan writes, "Trumpites next door to our pandemic getaway ... just plowed our 
driveway without being asked and did a great job." This simple act launched Heffernan 
into a journey of angst and rage. "How am I going to resist demands for unity in the face 
of this act of aggressive niceness?" she laments. "I realize I owe them thanks — and, 
man, it really looks like the guy back-dragged the driveway like a pro — but how much 
thanks?"
 In order to justify the answer she wants to give — as little thanks as possible, because, 
after all, these are Evil Trumpites — Heffernan proceeds to speculate as to her neighbors' 
motives: Perhaps they only cleared her driveway because she and they were white.
 Or perhaps this whole event was a reminder that members of evil groups sometimes 
do good — she compares them to the Shiite terrorist group Hezbollah, Nation of Islam 
leader Louis Farrakhan and the Nazis. If she treats her neighbors with too much 
decency, she reminds herself, that might make her like an upper-middle-class family 
from France who collaborated with the Nazis and lamented the Nazis' defeat because of 
their commitment to being "polite."
 Heffernan seethes with the agony of cognitive dissonance. "My neighbors supported 
a man who showed near-murderous contempt for the majority of Americans," she writes. 
"They kept him in business with their support. But the plowing."
 In the end, Heffernan's solution is to be nice — but not that nice. She will offer a 
"wave and a thanks," but she is "not ready to knock on the door with a covered dish yet." 
She's unwilling to give her neighbors "absolution," ignoring the fact that they have not 
asked for absolution, nor do they require absolution for the great sin of voting differently 
and clearing her driveway of snow .
 "Free driveway work, as nice as it is," Heffernan states, "is just not the same currency 
as justice and truth." The only way she'll be able to truly treat her neighbors decently is 
if they recognize "the truth about the Trump administration" and work "for justice for 
all those whom the administration harmed." Then, she'll be decent to her neighbors.
 The nasty snootiness Heffernan evidences is all too common these days. Heffernan 
obviously judges her neighbors not on the basis of what she knows about them but on 
stereotypes she holds about all Trump voters.
 When faced with the reality that those who disagree with her can be nice and decent 
people, she simply dismisses the possibility altogether, justifying her own viciousness by 
referencing their supposedly radical political beliefs. Which, of course, makes her the 
villainess in this particular morality play.
 But she's too blind to see it. These days, tens of millions of Americans are. And so, the 
social fabric continues to shred, all in the name of depraved, unearned moral superiority.

-   Jewish World Review
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Get A
Flu Shot.
Take A
Covid
Test.
Be A Super-Spreader
Of Hope.

Wait where you want. Join the virtual line.
ExerVirtualLine.com

ExerUrgentCare.com

• No appointment necessary
• Open 7 days a week from 9am to 9pm*
     (Last patient registered at 8:30pm)   *Excludes Playa Vista

Our Los Angeles Times
By Jack Humphreville

CITY WATCH  -  The Los Angeles Times, our paper of record, needs our help.
 But how does The Times (and its owners) propose to earn our loyalty and trust 
so that we are willing to fork over our hard earned cash to subscribe to the 

paper and/or its web site? 
 The Times has been slammed by the internet.  Its highly profitable classified 
ad section for cars, jobs, real estate, and general merchandise has been decimated 
by online verticals such as AutoTrader.com and Craigslist.  Print advertisers have 
also migrated to the internet because ads can be targeted, the results measured, and 
the cost per lead is significantly lower. Circulation has also tanked.  According to a 
recent filing with the United States Postal Service, the average daily circulation is 
only 223,000 copies, a drop off of 66% over the last ten years and a far cry from the 
glory days when the average daily circulation was over a million copies.  
 Partially offsetting the decline in print is the growth of digital subscribers that 
now number over 270,000, almost double the level of two years ago.  But trading 
print dollars for digital dimes means that The Times must have significant online 
growth.    
 Overall, The Times is rumored to be losing over $50 million a year. 
 The changed landscape has resulted in a significant shift in the revenue 
model.  Today, newspapers are now more dependent on subscription revenue, not 
advertising dollars.  Just look at the success of The New York Times.  
 But does The Times really care about us or are the owners and management too 
busy kissing the rings of our Elected Elite who occupy City Hall and the County’s 
Hall of Administration? 
 To earn our support, The Times needs to be on our side, representing the interests 
of every day Angelenos throughout the County, demanding transparency from all 
levels of government, unleashing investigative reporters to expose corruption and 
inefficiencies, hiring more reporters to cover budgets, and empowering the editorial 
board to be our advocates and take positions that may not be very popular with the 
political establishment. 
 Angelenos need our paper of record to investigate the cesspool known as Los 
Angeles City Hall, whether it be pay-to-play corruption, the giving away of the 
store to the public sector unions, the massive deficits and the failure of City Hall 
to address the revenue shortfalls, the billion dollar deficit for next year, the two 
unsustainable pension plans, or the failure to follow through on the excellent 
recommendations of the LA 2020 Commission. 
 The Times is at an inflection point because it is searching for a new executive 
editor to replace the retired Norman Pearlstine.  This new editor, as part of his or 
her mission, must recognize the need to represent our best interests, not those of 
the political establishment and the public sector unions, so that we become loyal 
subscribers to our paper of record. 
 Will Patrick Soon-Shiong and Michele Chan, the husband and wife owners of 
the Los Angeles Times, make the commitment to support the transition to a citizen 
oriented publication that represents our best interests?
 

Rally Against Anti-Asian 
Hate Crimes Held

An approximately two-hour rally to raise awareness of rising violence against the 
Asian Pacific Islander community was held at Los Angeles State Historic Park 
adjacent to Chinatown.

 ``I'm fed up with the elders and the most vulnerable in our society being attacked 
merely for the way that they look,'' entrepreneur Young-Jin Yang told the crowd he 
estimated at about 300.
 The ``Rally Against Anti-Asian Hate Crimes & Racism'' was organized by Stand 
For Asians In Solidarity, which describes itself as ̀ `an informal nonpartisan grassroots 
human rights committee with the purpose of raising awareness of continuing anti-
Asian violence and to support and address the needs of the AAPI community.''
 Nationwide, there have been more than 3,000 reported anti-Asian Pacific Islander 
hate incidents in the past year, Rep. Judy Chu, D-Monterey Park, the chair of the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus said at a virtual news conference to 
condemn the recent spike in anti-Asian hate crimes and violence.
 Some said the attacks often stem from some people who have mistakenly linked 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic to the Asian community.
 ``Racist rhetoric from the pandemic has targeted us for being the reason for 
coronavirus,'' actor Daniel Wu told the crowd.
 Activist Kelly Mac agreed.

 ``It doesn't matter what shade your skin is,'' she said. ``What matters is how we 
treat one another. For us to have been targeted recently, it was unjustified. It was 
uncalled for. Most people think Asians are responsible for the coronavirus ... and that 
is far from the truth.''
 Those who gathered said they came to represent their parents and grandparents, 
many of whom are afraid to report attacks or other violence against themselves or 
their friends to law enforcement.
 ``As (Martin Luther King Jr.) said `Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere,''' Yang said. ``We must stand up for each other. This is not a group 
versus Asians. This is not white versus Latino. This is not any community against 
another community.
 ``This is about us as the human race against hate and we must show solidarity 
against all those people, we must keep all of our own people accountable because at 
the end of the day all we are asking for is the opportunity for equal rights and to be 
seen as human beings and not be
characterized as a generalization.

A Sippie Bowl For City 
Hall Cereal King

By Daniel Guss

CITY WATCH  -  At a salary north of $200,000 plus a pension, perks, and power, is it too 
much to ask America's highest-paid city council to be fed, appropriately dressed, and 
paying attention by the start of its 10 a.m. weekday Zoom meetings? 

 For LA City Councilmember Kevin Leon, better known as Kevin de León, this seems to be 
a struggle. 
 Newly elected to the city's legislative body, the 54-year-old veteran politician was a no-show 
on a Tuesday, missing more than a dozen votes. The next day, he showed up disengaged, unkempt 
and slurping bowls of breakfast cereal as constituents shared their concerns and criticisms. 
 De León dismissively flipped through his morning reads and repeatedly raised his bowl, 
scraped its sides, and shoveled the contents into his mouth while on camera, inviting negative 
attention, though he and his staff went silent when asked which cereal he had been wolfing down 
on company time, as it were. 
 De León's disdain for his job might be acceptable to the roughly 250,000 people he represents 
as the replacement for Jose Huizar, who faces a federal corruption trial this summer. But his 
votes also impact all 4 million Angelenos, and the decisions he makes as chair and panelist of 
committees can affect up to 6 million others outside the city but within LA County. 
 As someone who aspires to be Mayor, de León might want to look at the competition, 
like Mark Ridley-Thomas, who always looks ready for the day, as do most of their colleagues. 
Would Herb Wesson or Rick Caruso (or Huizar) ever raise a bowl to slurp down Apple Jacks 
or Grape Nuts, let alone while on camera before their colleagues and constituents? Even the 
Councilmembers who sneak a sip or bite during the meetings do so inconspicuously. 
 We want to believe that this may have been a one-off for de León after an exhausting night 
of whatever pandemic fun he may have had, except it isn't. 
 A few weeks ago, the lawmaker made himself the butt of evening newscast jokes from coast-
to-coast when he was unprepared at 10 a.m. as he was called upon by City Council President 
Nury Martinez to lead the Pledge of Allegiance, fumbling both attempts. 
 His spokesperson’s claim that the flubs were due to “technical difficulties” lacks 
credibility, given that the entire incident was easy to hear, as was de León’s starting over 
and his use of non-words. 

Nationwide, there have been more than 
3,000 reported anti-Asian Pacific Islander 
hate incidents in the past year
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Permanent Weight Loss 
Is Possible for You

I said goodbye to yo-yo dieting and have helped 
literally thousands of others do the same. 

With me as your coach: 
   ● We’ll get to the root of why you’re overeating
   ● You’ll have a plan, an accountability partner,
 and someone on your side

LA County Board Meetings: 
CLOSED!

LA City Council Meetings: 
CANCELED!

By Eric Preven

CITY WATCH  -  In this grave hour, I send out to my two favorite jurisdictions, this 
message, written with the same depth of feeling for each of you as if I were able to cross 
your threshold and speak to you myself.  Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, in-person 

meeting has been impossible.
 For the second time, an insufficiency in both the quantity and quality of public comment 
opportunities for the people of LA County and the City of Los Angeles has been identified.  
 In mid-February, the Board of Supervisors canceled its regular open meeting and 
replaced it with a special closed session.
 The County, with 11 million residents, has reduced by half the number of open public 
meetings it holds to two a month and inexplicably has limited general public comment 
to just 60 minutes total, including general public comment and comment on agendas 
that often contain more than 60 items
 The City Council has indefinitely canceled Friday meetings and decided to limit the total 
time for public comment from its 4 million residents to 35 minutes, that's including general 
public comment and any comment on agenda items.
 An actual and existing controversy exists between us because we contend, and the 
City and County dispute, that their actions and inactions described herein (but also, 
that will be elaborated on elsewhere) violated and continue to violate the Trifecta of 
open government laws.  The California Constitution (Art. I § 3(b)(1) and (2)) and 
the California Public Records Act (Government Code § 6250 et sec.) and the Ralph M. 
Brown Act (Government Code §54950). 
 If the decision to deny copies of public records is a discretionary act, then the City and 
County have abused that discretion.  At this point, there is no plain, speedy, and adequate 
remedy at law other than this action.
 Over and over again, we have tried to find a creative solution to the differences between 
our understanding of the open meeting law in California; but it has been in vain.
 Such a principle, stripped of all disguise, is surely the mere primitive doctrine that "the 
inconvenient public" is unimportant,.  If this principle were established throughout the 
county, the freedom of the people to participate would be in danger.
 “The people do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies which serve them. The 
people, in delegating authority, do not give their public servants the right to decide what 
is good for the people to know and what is not good for them to know. The people insist 
on remaining informed so that they may retain control over the instruments they have 
created.”  (Government Code §54950)
 But far more than this, the people of Los Angeles need to know that our leaders do not 
actually believe that we are so collectively dim, that we would accept the current status quo. 
 In service, we have already initiated contempt proceedings against the City of Los 
Angeles for denying public comments at a Special Planning and Land Use meeting chaired 
by Marqueece Harris-Dawson of February 4th, 2021.  We are all beyond excited to have, 
Scott Marcus, acting Chief of City Litigation assisting by answering the allegations.
 For all the named and unnamed in this action, we humbly request a recording of 
all Zoom proceedings be created and posted.  If one and all we keep resolutely faithful to 
inspiring and improving rather than insulting and humiliating, ready for whatever service 
or sacrifice it may demand, then with Judge Patricia D. Nieto of Los Angeles Superior 
Court Dept. 24, we shall prevail.

A Vaccination Against 
The Misconceptions About 

COVID-19 Vaccinations
By Kenneth S. Alpern

CITY WATCH  -  Before I start on any update on the several vaccines we have, and 
those we will have, I want to make something clear: 
 What happened at Dodger Stadium was a TRAVESTY!  

 For those anti-vaxxers who blocked and postponed (or even drove away) those who 
were in line for a vaccination in Dodger Stadium. 
 1) In short, IF YOU'RE AN ANTI-VAXXER, THEN DON'T GET IN THE WAY OF 
ANYONE WHO WANTS A VACCINE! 
 2) Both former President Donald Trump and current President Joe Biden have and 
are fighting for the development of these vaccines...so why would any of their supporters 
get in the way of their administration or access? 
 3) In short, the more individuals who get the vaccine, the more likely someone will get 
a bad allergic reaction, or even die. Ditto for penicillin or sulfa antibiotics--some people 
die from allergic reactions to medications that have benefited more people than I/we can 
possibly count.  
 Also ditto for the number of those who drive automobiles every day...because every 
time we get in a car, we might die in an accident. And the laws of statistics state that the 
risk of dying (or at least just being in an accident) goes up each additional time we get in 
a car. 
 Let's review my last article, which bemoaned how little we know about the virus 
we're contending with: 
 1) Viruses aren't alive--so how do we kill something that isn't alive? You can't! 
 2) Either natural immunity, or vaccination to promote natural immunity, is the only 
way a person can overcome that virus--that's why we don't use antibiotics for viruses. 
So all we can do is vaccinate or hope that the virus goes away on its own, or we naturally 
develop "herd immunity" to the virus. Of all the three scenarios, only vaccination 
appears to be likely to save us.
 3) It's usually NOT the virus, but your own body's responses to that virus, that hurts 
you, makes you feel lousy, or even kill you--if this virus causes you to go into a "cytokine 
storm" caused by a host of cytokines (molecules we make to crank up our immune system 
against viruses, and which can also cause autoimmune syndromes), then YOUR OWN 
BODY CAN KILL YOU. 
 4) Hence, we have a lot of data, but it's all over the place.
 5) Some people will respond to a given antiviral drug, while others will absolutely 
not. 
 6) The same drugs that are used to suppress or modulate the immune system will 
save a person's life, or even protect them from the severity of the virus if they get it.
 7) Anyone can get nailed by COVID-19's ability to cause a person's immunity to kill 
that person, but if you're overweight, male, have atrial fibrillation, diabetes, or any other 
comorbidities, you will be more likely to be seriously harmed by COVID-19. 
 8) If you get exposed to a teeny, tiny amount of virus (an inoculum), your body will 
have a better chance of overcoming or walling off the virus--it's been estimated that up to 
one-third of us are already immune to the virus, but who or how long the immunity exists 
is entirely unknown. 
 How does this happen? The analogy is that of being shot with a 22-caliber pistol. One 
shot usually doesn't kill you...but ten-twenty shots almost certainly will kill you. Hence, 
incidental exposure is much more survivable that concentrated "super spreader" events 
with intense exposure.
 9) The Moderna and Pfizer vaccines only exist because their mRNA technology, never 
used before, allow vaccine formations to be created faster than ever in our history. They 
are custom-made for a given virus (such as, in this case, the spike proteins of COVID-19), 
and because they immunize a person from the genetic material and entire spike proteins 
of this virus, that person is by far more likely to be immune from any new mutations of 
the virus. 
 10) The likelihood of somebody getting an allergic reaction to a vaccine, or even 
having a major event, is exceedingly smaller than getting COVID-19...and many of the 
side effects of the Moderna of Pfizer vaccines occur because your immune system is being 
revved up, and because they're WORKING! 

    *  *  *

 There are rashes, allergies, and sore arms that will almost CERTAINLY occur with 
vaccinations, but these are almost ALWAYS annoying but harmless.
 In short, if you want to ignore the hundreds of thousands of individuals who 
have benefited from both the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines, and focus on one unlucky 
individual, just don't ever take any medication, and just never get into a car...because, 
they, too have risks.
 1) For those lucky to have their first Moderna or Pfizer vaccination, the questions of 
availability of the second vaccination are particularly concerning, due to the uncertain 
sufficiency and access of vaccination dosings. 
 There are many vaccinations that require two or more dosings/shots, including 
Chickenpox/Shingles and Hepatitis B. The Pfizer/Moderna mRNA vaccines, like those 
others, require the first shot to prime the immune system, while the second shot is needed 
to ramp up the quality and quantity of antiviral antibodies. 
 2) We can't have uncertainties as to who is truly protected and who is not once the 
first dosing is administered.
 Similarly, the usual allergic response to penicillin or other medications is NOT with 
your first dosing, but with your second or later dosings. Hence the second dose should not 
be delayed any later than 42 days after the first dosing. It's damned tough for those still 
waiting for Dose #1, but to truly make sure that those who begin the vaccination process 
are truly protected, they've GOT to get Dose #2.
 3) Enter the Johnson & Johnson (J & J) vaccine, which is ahead of the curve for 
availability compared to virtually HUNDREDS of potential vaccines under development. 
 The J & J vaccine is reported to be 66% effective in protecting people from moderate 
to severe disease in late-stage trials. The bad news is that this vaccine is potentially less 
effective than the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines (95% effective), but the good news is that 
it only requires one shot. 
 Furthermore, there was a global protection effectiveness ("efficacy" is the term used 
in the medical world) of up to 85% globally, with the effectiveness being 72% in the U.S. 
That number dropped to 57% in South Africa, and the difference probably reflects the 
new mutations/variants of COVID-19 in different parts of the world.
 The mechanism of action is to deliver a human adenovirus (we've all had these with 
our colds throughout our lives) that expresses the spike protein of COVID-19...and by 
the way, to put things into proper perspective, 70% protection is usually and historically 

I can promise you this.  As you take control of your 
eating, you’ll gain a confidence and momentum

that energizes every aspect of your life, 
and it feels amazing!

Schedule a free consultation. 
You’ll leave with three steps to address

your specific challenges. It’ll be the
best 45-minutes of your week!

BestLifeCoachTobi@gmail.com
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The book of Job, in its entirety, is one of the greatest examples in the Bible of a 
person trusting God in the midst of severe trial and deep sorrow. After he lost 
just about everything—his children, servants, livestock, wealth, and health—

Job made three important statements that we can learn a great deal from. These 
statements will profoundly shape our perspective and our relationship with the 
Lord. 

First, Job said in chapter one verse 21, “Naked I came from my mother’s 
womb and naked I will depart. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken 
away; may the name of the Lord be praised!” Job acknowledged that God 
had given him everything he had—and since it seemed that God had chosen 
to take everything away, Job still praised His name. 

Second, he said in Job 13:15, “Though He slay me, yet I will hope in 
Him.” How easy it is to praise God and trust Him when things are going 
well in our lives? It’s another thing altogether to praise and trust Him in 
times of loss and difficulty. The key is knowing that God is trustworthy 
and good, even when we don’t understand our circumstances. (See Genesis 
50:20; Psalm 107:1; Luke 18:19; and 1 John 1:5.)

Third, Job said in chapter 14, verse one and two, “Man born of woman 
is of few days and full of trouble. He springs up like a flower and withers away; 
like a fleeting shadow.” Job recognized that our time here on this earth is so brief. 
This brevity of life puts any hardship we may be facing into perspective because it 
pales in comparison with the eternity we will spend with God in Heaven. (See also 
James 4:14-15.)

After making these profound and faith-filled statements, Job asked God some 
questions—114 questions, to be exact. Job questioned, but he never once blamed 

Joy ComesJoy Comes
in the Morningin the Morning

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
-  Shepherd of the Hills

God. Within this inquiry, we find life’s greatest question: “If a man dies, will he live again?” 
(Job 14:14) To answer this question, I want to encourage you to take some time out this 
week to look up and read the following verses: Ecclesiastes 3:2; Psalm 146:4; Hebrews 
9:27-28; Philippians 3:20-21; John 11:25; Psalm 116:15; and Psalm 30:5. These Scriptures 
will bless and encourage you to know, without a doubt, that there is an afterlife—and the 

best afterlife is spent with God our Creator by knowing His Son Jesus Christ, 
the Savior of the World (John 3:16). 

Then God answered Job with questions of His own in chapters 38 to 41, 
which are a must read, and we learn that God is good and sovereign over all. 
He is worthy of trust. He has a plan and a purpose for His creation, and He 
loves us. This truth is echoed in Psalm 8:3-5, which says, “When I consider 
your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars,  which you 
have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them,  human beings 
that you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the angels and 
crowned them with glory and honor.”

The biggest lesson we learn from Job is that, no matter our circumstances—
even when our lives are topsy-turvy and all seems lost—God is good and trustworthy. 

He sees you. He knows you. He loves you. He is coming to rescue you. Trust Him. Trust 
Him. 

 
 
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your 

Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, 
which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch services online 
or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Violates Calif. Codes

CSUN Allowing Group
To Use Its Name?

T hree organizations that have for several months been raising concerns about the 
corrupt development of California’s Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum, called 
on state officials to investigate further unethical and potentially illegal activities 

by the curriculum drafters.
 “We are writing to express our concern that the founders of what appears 
to be a for-profit educational consulting firm, Liberated Ethnic Studies Model 
Curriculum Institute (LESMC), are using the name of California State University 
Northridge (CSUN), and may be using legislatively-mandated instructional materials 
developed for the State Board of Education, for personal gain and to promote a 
highly politicized and divisive curriculum in K-12 classrooms throughout the state,” 
wrote AMCHA Initiative, California Association of Scholars, and Californians for 
Equal Rights to CSUN President Erika D. Beck and California School Board of 
Education President Linda Darling-Hammond. 
  The letter provided evidence that LESMC is using the CSUN name and state-
developed instructional materials while advertising “packages and experts” at a cost. 
The groups noted that such behavior likely violates California Code, Education Code 
- EDC § 89005.5 and California Code, Government Code - GOV § 19990.
  All three of LESMC's founders are state employees. Two are faculty in the 
Chicano/a Studies Department at CSUN — Theresa Montano and Stevie Ruiz — 
and the third, Guadalupe Carrasco Cardona, has taught in public high schools in 
California and is an adjunct lecturer at CSU Long Beach. In 2019, Montano and 
Cardona were members of the SBE-appointed Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum 
Advisory Committee and responsible for helping to develop the highly controversial 
and highly politicized first draft of the ESMC, which was met with enormous criticism 
from the public, state legislators and Governor Newsom, and was ultimately rejected 
by the SBE. 
  “We believe the LESMC founders must not be permitted to use the name of a 
state supported university and other taxpayer-funded resources for advancing their 
own personal and political interests, and we hope your respective offices will promptly 
investigate this matter,” concluded the organizations.

    *  *  *

 Last year, AMCHA exposed that after the original curriculum was rejected by the 
state and was already undergoing a complete overhaul, these same curriculum drafters 
were sidestepping the state process and directly lobbying individual California school 
districts to support their widely criticized curriculum. When approaching school 
districts, they did so without revealing the curriculum had already been rejected. At 
least 20 districts have fallen for this charade and adopted it. These same individuals 
then went on to form LESMC to further promote the rejected first draft as well as to 
offer school districts their professional assistance with implementing the controversial 
curriculum in district schools.
 AMCHA has also been leading an effort to expose the dangers that a curriculum 
based in Critical Ethnic Studies poses to all California students, and particularly Jewish 
students. Last year, AMCHA organized a letter from 80 organizations that urged 
California Governor Gavin Newsom to veto a bill, AB 331, that would have mandated 
high school students take a course based on the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum, 
and he did. However, a new bill has recently been introduced in the state legislature 
to replace AB 331. And last month, 35 scholars and academics, including AMCHA co-
founder Dr. Leila Beckwith, found serious methodological flaws and a significant lack 
of evidence in the research hailed as the rationale for developing California’s Ethnic 
Studies Model Curriculum. The scholarly review found a misrepresentation of social 
science research and insufficient evidence to support the bold claims made about the 
curriculum’s educational benefits.

  In 2016, California state legislators passed a bill, AB 2016, mandating that the state’s 
Department of Education (CDE) develop a model ethnic studies curriculum for use in high 
school ethnic studies courses. Although the bill stated that the goal of such courses was 
“preparing pupils to be global citizens with an appreciation for the contributions of multiple 
cultures,” the politically motivated educators appointed by the CDE to help draft the model 
curriculum developed a curriculum firmly rooted in Critical Ethnic Studies. 
 Unlike the broad field of ethnic studies, with its goal of understanding and celebrating 
the contributions of California’s and our nation’s diversity, Critical Ethnic Studies is a 
narrow, highly politicized conceptualization of the field that limits its focus to specific identity 
groups, is firmly rooted in ideologies that divide society into oppressed and oppressor groups 
based primarily on race and class, and, as part of its disciplinary mission, uses the classroom 
to indoctrinate students into narrow political beliefs and activism. A lesson included on 
Jewish Americans portrays them as racially privileged and clearly on the oppressor side 
of the race-class divide. And the discipline as a whole is historically anti-Zionist and anti-
Semitic. 
  AMCHA monitors 450 college campuses across the U.S. for anti-Semitic activity. The 
organization has recorded more than 3,500 anti-Semitic incidents since 2015. Its daily Anti-
Semitism Tracker, organized by state and university, can be viewed here.
  AMCHA Initiative is a non-partisan, non-profit organization dedicated to combating 
anti-Semitism at colleges and universities in the United States.
 

Dayenu – A Reflection 
on Gratitude

By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,
Temple Ahavat Shalom

Y itzchak Perlman, the great Jewish violin virtuoso, and polio survivor, was giving a 
concert.  As he started to play, he heard a sharp snap as one of the strings in his violin 
broke.  It was close enough to the start of the piece where he could have asked the 

conductor to start over and replace the string, but he continued to play.  The piece reached 
the violin solo, and yet, even with the missing string, Perlman played the piece beautifully.  
The audience was stunned and erupted in huge applause and a standing ovation.  Reflecting 
on the piece, Perlman stated simply, "You know, it is the artist's task to make beautiful 
music with what you have left."
 One might say that Perlman is just being modest.  Another way of viewing it is as a sign 
of gratitude.  With only 3 strings, Perlman had enough to create something beautiful.  It was 
a moment that he was satisfied with what he had and it was sufficient.  It was more than just 
an exercise in modesty and creative skill, but a moment that was infused with completeness 
and being satisfied with what he had.  It is all the more powerful coming from a man who 
survived polio and became one of the world’s greatest violinists. 
 Towards the end of the Passover seder, we sing the song, “Dayenu,” which translates 
to “It would have been enough.”   The concept behind the song is that it would have been 
enough if God had just taken us out of Egypt or to have given us the Torah, but we got so 
much more.  Dayenu is an expression of gratitude, a way of thanking God for all that we 
have.  Dayenu fulfills the sentiment of the feelings of the seder, that we should reflect on all 
that we have and realize how far we have come from being slaves in Egypt to being a free 
people.  What we have now, is so much more than what we had before.
 Day after day, we live in a world that tells us that we do not have enough.  That we 
need a new phone, new shoes, a new car.  And we need to have it now!  Dayenu is an honest 
moment of the seder, the time of joyful reflection, that as we sit around a table, filled with 
loved ones, food, wine, and song, we truly have enough.  
 Whether you attend a Passover seder or you are just having dinner with your family, 
it is worthwhile to take a moment and say Dayenu, it would have been enough.  Take a 
moment to express gratitude for what you have - for freedom, for family, for our lives.  
And just like Yitzchak Perlman, who creates beautiful music, our lives can become just as 
beautiful, even if we are only playing with 3 strings.
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Socialism Never Works! Never!
By John Stossel

Editor’s Note: 
“Anyone who thinks they can be happy and prosperous by letting the government take care of them

had better take a much closer look at the American Indian.”  -  Henry Ford

Last month, I reported on two myths about socialism. My new video covers three more.
 Myth No. 3: Socialism works if it’s “democratic.”
 As the Democratic Socialists of America put it, “Society should be run democratically — to meet public needs, not 

to make profits for a few.”
 Sounds nice. If socialists are elected, then we’ll have a more just society.
 But Venezuela’s socialists were elected.
 “They can start off democratically elected,” says economist Ben Powell, director of the Free Market Institute at 
Texas Tech, but “once they centralize control over the economy, it becomes impossible to ‘un-elect’ them.”
 Hugo Chavez was elected but became an authoritarian who chose his successor, Nicolas Maduro. Maduro now 
gets “elected,” by having opponents arrested and “ordering state employees to vote for him or they lose their job,” says 
Powell.
 “Socialism always becomes authoritarian?” I ask.
 “Everywhere you try socialism, that’s what you get,” he replies. “It’s hard to exercise political freedom if you don’t 
have economic freedoms. If you’re dependent upon the state for your livelihood, you lose your ability to use your voice 
to oppose (the state) because you can be punished.
 And if the state directs the economy, some government department must manage millions of production decisions 
and prices. That never works. No bureaucrat can anticipate the needs and wants of millions of people in different 
places. No politician can match the wisdom of decentralized entrepreneurs making subtle adjustments constantly.
 Celebrities like Rosario Dawson, Susan Sarandon and Danny DeVito star in videos selling “democratic” socialism 
as “public schools” and “interstate highways.”
 They are not wrong. “Some industries are government-owned,” replies Powell, but “when you look at things that 
are inefficiently done — public education, our congested streets — (it’s clear) socialized industries don’t work well.”
 “They do in Scandinavian countries!” say socialism’s promoters.
 That’s myth No. 4.
      *  *  *

 Scandinavia does have big welfare programs, but capitalism pays for them.
 The socialists call Sweden socialist, but that’s just wrong. “Volvo is a private company,” says Powell. “Restaurants 
and hotels are privately owned. Markets organize the vast majority of Swedish economic activity.”
 Sweden did once try socialism. The result was high taxes, inflation and economic decline. It’s an example of how 
people in prosperous places often don’t know what made their lives better.
 In 1950, Sweden was the world’s fourth-richest country. Then Sweden tried socialism. Suddenly, once industrious 
Swedes started taking sick days. Wealth creation stopped.
 “Talent and capital stormed out of Sweden to escape taxes and red tape,” writes Swedish historian Johan Norberg. 
“Businesses moved headquarters and investments to more hospitable places. IKEA left for the Netherlands... Bjorn 
Borg and other sports stars fled to Monaco.”
 Sweden recovered only when it ended its socialist experiment. They cut taxes, government spending, and sold 
state-owned businesses.
 After economically ignorant politicians like Bernie Sanders called Scandinavia “socialist,” Denmark’s prime 
minister even came to America to say: “Denmark is far from a socialist planned economy. Denmark is a market 
economy.”
 In fact, in rankings of economic freedom, Denmark ranks as more free market than the United States.

 Myth No. 5: Socialism is completely different from fascism.
 In Congress, Rep. Louie Gohmert called Hitler a “socialist.” Rep. Steve Cohen took offense, shouting, “It’s the 
Nazis that were terrible, not the socialists!”
 But Nazis were “national socialists.” There are differences between fascism and socialism, but “both replace 
market decision-making with command and control,” says Powell. Fascism “leaves private ownership in nominal 
terms” but neither system allows individual freedom. “You lose... control over your own future. Only under capitalism 
do you have the freedom to say, ‘No.’”
 Socialism appeals to people today because it promises “equality and social justice,” but look at its track record. 
In Russia, Cuba, North Korea, Nicaragua, Vietnam and China, socialism has meant a loss of freedom.
 Socialist experiments also failed in Israel, India, Great Britain, Afghanistan, Syria, Algeria, Cambodia, Somalia, 
etc. There are no socialist success stories.
 Only capitalist countries create real wealth.
 “The history of humanity is poverty, starvation, early death,” Powell points out. “In the last 20 years, we’ve 
seen more humans escape extreme poverty than any other time in human history. That’s because of markets!”
 Yet, millions vote for socialism.

 (Award-winning news correspondent John Stossel is currently with Fox Business Network and Fox News. 
Before making the change to Fox News, Stossel was the co-anchor of ABC News’s “20/20.” Eight to 10 million people 
watched his program weekly. Often, he ended “20/20” with a TV column called “Give Me a Break,” which challenged 
conventional wisdom. Stossel, a Libertarian, also writes for Creators Syndicate.) 
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LA and the Missing Mayor
By Mac Shorty

CITY WATCH LA - This month marks seven years of Eric Garcetti’s reign as mayor. Those seven years have left many 
Angelinos hard-pressed to name even a single aspect of our civic life that has improved.
 Most recently, Mr. Garcetti has blundered his way through the COVID-19 response. He has pared back on testing sites 

and slots, ignored the plight of low-income communities, and threatened already hurting job creators.  
 The resulting devastation has hit minority communities the hardest. These human beings are not statistics to me. I have 
seen single mothers cast from their jobs like disposable goods. I have had children come to me asking if their futures will ever 
recover.
 I assure them they will. But Mayor Garcetti threatens my ability to keep that promise to those in our community who are 
concerned about their future.
 His mismanagement of the pandemic has only magnifi ed his other failures. Under his watch, homelessness in Los Angeles 
has increased by 75%. Tonight, over 16,000 Angelinos will go to sleep in their cars, and more than 42,000 will have no shelter 
at all. On the streets, they will face hell on earth. 
 A UN report compared Skid Row’s conditions to a Syrian refugee camp. It is a scene of rodents crawling in gutters and 
raw sewage fl owing into storm drains. Public health experts have pointed to the sanitation impact itself as grounds for a public 
health emergency. It’s no wonder that the death toll for the homeless has spiked 76% in the last fi ve years. One homelessness 
expert says a leading cause of death is hyperthermia from exposure to the elements.
 Meanwhile, Mr. Garcetti goes to sleep in his plush taxpayer funded mansion and rents out his personal home for $5,000 
a month. He travels the country seeking to prop up a future career in higher offi ce. In one 12-month stretch, he spent 112 
days—more than 30 percent of his time—away from LA. 
 With him so removed from the crisis, is anyone surprised that his remedies have failed?
 So-called “Project Roomkey,” which was supposed to allow homeless individuals to stay in vacant hotel and motel rooms, 
was dead on arrival. So was his promise to build housing for the homeless through Measure HHH. Four years after voters 
approved $1.2 billion to build 10,000 units, less than 50 units have been completed. Meanwhile, astronomical development 
costs have cut the number of units promised from 10,000 to 6,000.
 Where he has failed in the temporary fi x of housing, he has also failed in the long-term cure of job creation. Mr. Garcetti 
has all but dropped his promise to eliminate the city’s business tax, even though job creators say it is the chief reason they 
won’t come to LA.
 Adding to our fi scal problems, Mr. Garcetti has made no attempt to control the rising costs of pension benefi ts. The result 
has been cuts in services and decaying infrastructure, including horrifi c traffi c and a deteriorating subway system. Spending on 
pension and retirement benefi ts for city workers now consumes 20 percent of the general fund—four times what it did in 2002. 
 While these problems fester, an ongoing, FBI-led corruption probe will likely distract our missing mayor. The LA 
Times reported that the ongoing FBI investigation into City Councilman Jose Huizar has expanded to include “current and 
former members of Garcetti’s administration.”
 Through cronyism, neglect, and absenteeism, Mayor Garcetti has made the disparities of Los Angeles worse than ever. 
People are now pouring into the streets—sometimes to protest, sometimes to live in tents, sometimes to die.
 That is why some Angelenos are advocating for his recall, because they believe it is the only way to secure the new 
beginning we so desperately need.
 There is a virus ravaging Los Angeles, and it won’t be cured by Eric Garcetti. Together, let’s set Los Angeles on a new, 
united path.

(Mac Shorty is a former Methodist minister, former vice chair of the Watts, Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, and founder 
of the community repower movement) Posted fi rst at Townhall.com.

Trump, always infuriated by criticism, has called for columnists who disparage him to be fi red, hecklers at his rallies to 
be beaten up, and TV stations to lose their licenses if they run ads vilifying his handling of the pandemic — calls routinely 
amplifi ed on social media by tens of thousands of his followers.
 When a Babson College professor joked that Iran ought to bomb “sites of beloved American cultural heritage” like 
the Mall of America and the Kardashian residence, a right-wing website launched a campaign that got him fi red.
 The new Cato survey found that more than one in fi ve Americans (22 percent) would support fi ring a business executive 
who donated money to Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential campaign, while 31 percent would be OK with fi ring someone 
who gave money to Trump’s re-election campaign. The urge to ostracize or penalize unwelcome views isn’t restricted to 
just one end of the spectrum.
 Americans’ right to free speech is shielded by the Constitution to a degree unmatched anywhere else. But our First 
Amendment guarantees will prove impotent if the habit of free speech is lost. For generations, Americans were raised to 
see debate as legitimate, desirable, and essential to democratic health. They quoted Voltaire’s (apocryphal) aphorism: 
“I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to the death your right to say it.” Editors, publishers, satirists, and civil 
libertarians took to heart the dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who wrote that “the principle 
of free thought” is meant to enshrine “not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we 
hate.”
 But that principle has been turned on its head. The “thought that we hate” is not tolerated but stifl ed. It is reviled as 
taboo, forbidden to be uttered. Anyone expressing it may be accused not just of giving offense, but of literally endangering 
those who disagree. And even if only some people lose their careers or reputations for saying something “wrong,” countless 
others get the chilling message.
 “And so dread settles in,” writes journalist Emily Yoffe. “Challenging books go untaught. Deep conversations are not 
had. Friendships are not formed. Classmates and colleagues eye each other with suspicion.”
 And 62 percent of Americans fear to express what they think.
 The speaker in Norman Rockwell’s painting may have had something unpopular to say, but neither he nor his 
neighbors had any doubt that it was appropriate for him to say it. Now, such doubt is everywhere, and freedom of speech 
has never been more threatened.

Fear of Speech Replacing Freedom of Speech

Hold Onto Your Wallets 
By Jack Humphreville

Bad News for Progressives: It’s 
Still a Conservative Country

By Stephen Moore 

It’s not exactly clear how it happened. No one expected it, least of all the media and pollsters. But that promised big 
blue wave of Democratic victories across the country turned instead into a red tidal wave from coast to coast. Most 
progressive ballot issues in the states — from tax increases to racial preferences — also came crashing down.

 A big reason for this turnaround in the election was the massive turnout for President Donald Trump on Election 
Day. The irony is that Trump’s coattails pulled hundreds of Republicans over the goal line — but they didn’t save him 
from a razor-tight defeat.
 So, how deep were the losses for the Democrats? In the U.S. House, Nancy Pelosi thought her troops would gain 10 
to 12 seats. Instead, they lost, at last count, nine.
 But the real carnage was in the state houses. Hold on to your hats; here is the latest from our allies at the American 
Legislative Exchange Council. The GOP gained a total of 192 House and 40 Senate seats. Republicans fl ipped control of 
three chambers.
 As a result of these big and improbable wins, Republicans now have majority control in both House and Senate 
chambers in 31 of 50 states. Democrats have control in only 18 states. That’s a map of the USA that looks awfully red 
throughout middle America, with only the rusting Northeast and the West Coast colored blue.
 What is truly stunning about this story is that Democrats and liberal/progressive donors (Michael Bloomberg, 
George Soros, Mark Zuckerberg, et al.) poured hundreds of millions of dollars into the states to take over legislatures with 
unprecedented spending in Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania. The American Legislative Exchange Council president, Lisa 
Nelson, estimates that Democrats outspent Republicans “at least 3-to-1 in the states.” And all they got was a lousy T-shirt.
 Money just doesn’t buy you love with voters.
 Speaking of money, voters don’t want politicians taking more of it from them. In Illinois, Colorado and California, 
major tax hikes lost, and tax cuts were approved by voters. Racial preferences, rent control and pro-union measures went 
down in fl ames in California — the cradle of progressive wacko ideas.
 Even Democrats admit that their party’s embrace of socialism was a major turnoff to voters. Rep. Abigail Spanberger 
from Virginia won her race, but she isn’t a happy camper. “We need to not ever use the words ‘socialist’ or ‘socialism’ ever 
again,” she says. Democrats, she angrily continued, “lost good members because of that.”
 Of course, Republicans lost by a razor’s edge the prize of the White House, which is a stinging defeat for conservatism. 
But no one in modern times has turned out voters like Donald J. Trump. Even USA Today admits that it was the big 
“Trump turnout” that swung state and local elections in a conservative direction.
 If the Democrats govern as the party of Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 
Sanders, they can expect even deeper losses in 2022. They may even suffer their ultimate nightmare, a return to the White 
House by Trump in 2024. Trumpism and putting America fi rst are still alive and well.

(Stephen Moore is a senior fellow at the Heritage Foundation and an economic consultant with 
FreedomWorks.) 
 -  Creators Syndicate 

CITY WATCH LA  -  “You don’t raise taxes during a recession…. The last thing 
you want to do is raise taxes in the middle of the recession because that would just 
suck up and take more demand out of the economy and put businesses in a further 

hole.” Barack Obama, 2011 
 The Proposition 15, the Split Roll that would have increased the property taxes 
of the owners of commercial and industrial properties by $12 billion a year, has been 
rejected by the voters.  
 This rejection will not stop our Elected Elite and the leaders of the public sector 
unions from trying to pick our pockets despite the fact that California is already one of 
the highest, if the highest, taxed state in the country.  
 Over the last few years, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority has been 
considering a “congestion tax” that would raise between $5 billion and $10 billion 
a year over the next ten years.  This is in addition to the $3 billion a year that we 
contribute through the 2% sales tax.  This new revenue would be used to fund Mayor 
Garcetti’s $26 billion “28 for’28” initiative in time for the Olympics as well as free fares 
for all transit riders, billions in cost overruns, and Metro’s ineffi cient bureaucracy and 
bloated payroll. 
 Our friends in Sacramento have also considered a new millionaire’s tax which 
would impose a surcharge of 1% of all income over $1 million, increasing to 3% on 
income over $2 million, and 3.5% for all earnings in excess of $5 million.  That would 
increase the marginal tax rate from 13.3%, already the highest in the nation, to 16.8%.  
According to its sponsors, this levy would raise almost $7 billion a year. 

 S a c r a m e n t o ’ s 
politicians have also 
proposed the nation’s 
fi rst “Wealth Tax” which 

impose a 0.4% levy on Californians’ net worth in excess of $30 million.  The expected 
haul: $7.5 billion.  
 While these two levies would raise an estimated $14 billion, an amount that has the 
leaders of the teachers union salivating, the negative impact on our economy and the 
State’s reputation would be considerable.  More than likely, it would drive a number 
of wealthy individuals, their entrepreneurial spirit and investment capital, and their 
businesses which employ slews of Californians out of state to more friendly tax and 
regulatory environments.  
 There are also rumblings that the City of Los Angeles will be placing a measure 
on the ballot that would authorize up to $2 billion in bonds to fi nance affordable and 
homeless housing.  This would result in a substantial increase in our property taxes.  
 And more than likely, the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District will also place a 
measure on the ballot in next few years to raise money to fi nance its unsustainable labor 
contract negotiated by Mayor Garcetti and its underfunded pension plan and other 
retirement liabilities. 
 And who knows what the County will do, especially given the sorry state of its 
pension plan? 
 One common theme is that while our Elected Elite want us to approve tax increases, 
and massive ones at that, they are not willing to engage in any real reforms: open and 
transparent labor negotiations, the restructuring of the underfunded pension plans, 
benchmarking the effi ciency of their operations, or independent oversight of their 
budgets and fi nances.  
 But this is not a one-way street.  And until our elected offi cials are willing to engage 
in real reform, we need to continue to vote no on any future tax increases, especially 
during a recession. Just ask Barack Obama. 

(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

From B.H. High
To Cabinet Post

Alejandro Mayorkas, formerly the top federal prosecutor in Los Angeles and an ex-deputy secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, was nominated by President-elect Joe Biden to the post of DHS secretary. 
 Mayorkas, who has been confi rmed by the U.S. Senate three times throughout his career, is the fi rst Latino 

and immigrant nominated to serve in the position.
 Mayorkas was born in Havana, Cuba, and was the highest-ranking Cuban American to serve in the Obama-
Biden Administration. His family brought him to the Los Angeles area when he was an infant. Mayorkas received 
his bachelor’s degree with distinction from the UC Berkeley and a law degree from Loyola Law School. He was a 
graduate of Beverly Hills H.S.
 The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi cials applauded Biden’s nomination of Mayorkas.
 ``NALEO congratulates the former deputy secretary for his historic nomination as the fi rst Latino, fi rst Cuban-
American, and fi rst immigrant to head DHS,’’ said Arturo Vargas, CEO of NALEO. ``As a Cuban-Jewish American 
and son of a Holocaust survivor, Mayorkas brings a real-life understanding of the immigrant experience that, together 
with his breadth of knowledge and experience, make him an exceptional choice to head DHS.’’

Kardashian/West
The rocky relationship between Kim Kardashian and 

Kanye West appears to be heading for an official 
split, with reports the reality star has filed for divorce, 

ending the couple’s nearly seven-year marriage.
 TMZ broke the news, citing court documents filed 
by well-known divorce attorney Laura Wasser. Multiple 
media outlets, citing sources connected with Kardashian, 
confirmed the report, although the court papers were not 
available through the Los Angeles Superior Court system.
 Kardashian and West have been married since mid-
2014 and they have four children -- daughters North and 
Chicago, aged 7 and 3, respectively; and sons Saint, 5, and 
Psalm, who will turn 2 in May.
 Neither Kardashian nor West have publicly 
commented on the development.
 According to the TMZ report, the divorce is an 
amicable split, with Kardashian, 40, seeking joint legal 
and physical custody of the children. The website reported 
that both parties plan to adhere to a prenuptial agreement 
the couple had in place.
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The Denial of 
Evil: The Case of 

Communism
By Dennis Prager

“A single death is a tragedy; a million deaths is a statistic.”
- Joseph Stalin

One of the most highly regarded books of the 20th century 
was Ernest Becker’s “The Denial of Death.” Winner of 
the 1974 Pulitzer Prize, the book is regarded as a classic 

for its analysis of how human beings deny their mortality.
 But there is something people deny more than mortality: 
evil. Someone should write a book on the denial of evil; that 
would be much more important because while we cannot 
prevent death, we can prevent evil.
 The most glaring example of the denial of evil is 
communism, an ideology that, within a period of only 60 years, 
created modern totalitarianism and deprived of human rights, 
tortured, starved and killed more people than any other 
ideology in history.
 Why people ignore, or even deny, communist evil is the 
subject of a previous column as well as a Prager University 
video, “Why Isn’t Communism as Hated as Nazism?” I will, 
therefore, not address that question here.
 I will simply lay out the facts.
 But before I do, I need to address another question: Why is it important 
that everyone know what communism did?
 Here are three reasons:
 First, we have a moral obligation to the victims not to forget them. Just 
as Americans have a moral obligation to remember the victims of American 
slavery, we have the same obligation to the billion victims of communism, 
especially the 100 million who were murdered.
 Second, the best way to prevent an evil from reoccurring is to confront it in 
all its horror. The fact that many people today, especially young people, believe 
communism is a viable — even morally superior — option for modern societies 
proves they know nothing about communism’s moral record. Therefore, they 
do not properly fear communism — which means this evil could happen again.
 And why could it happen again?
 That brings us to reason number three. The leaders of communist regimes 
and the vast number of people who helped those leaders torture, enslave and 
murder — plus the many more people who reported on their neighbors for 
saying something objectionable to the communists — were nearly all normal 
people. Of course, some were psychopaths, but most were not. Which proves 
that any society — including free ones — can devolve into communism or some 
analogous evil.
 Now some facts:
 According to the authoritative “The Black Book of Communism,” 
written by six French scholars and published in the United States by Harvard 
University Press, the numbers of people murdered — not people killed in 
combat; ordinary civilians trying to live their lives — by communist regimes 
were:
 Latin America: 150,000.
 Vietnam: 1 million.
 Eastern Europe: 1 million.
 Ethiopia: 1.5 million.
 North Korea: 2 million.
 Cambodia: 2 million.
 The Soviet Union: 20 million (many scholars believe the number was 
considerably higher).
 China: 65 million.

    *  *  *

 These numbers are quite conservative. For example, in Ukraine alone, 
the Soviet regime and its Ukrainian Communist Party helpers starved 5 to 6 
million to death within a two-year period. It is almost inconceivable that only 
14 to 15 million other Soviet citizens were murdered.
 And, of course, these numbers do not describe the suffering endured 
by hundreds of millions of people who were not murdered: the systematic 
stripping people of their right to speak freely, to worship, to start a business or 
even to travel without party permission; no noncommunist judiciary or media; 
the near-poverty of nearly all communist countries; the imprisonment and 
torture of vast numbers of people; and, of course, the trauma suffered by the 
hundreds of millions of friends and relatives of the murdered and imprisoned.
 Sources for the above:
 Ukraine: Anne Applebaum, “Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine.”
 Romania: Eugen Magirescu, “The Devil’s Mill: Memories of Pitesti 
Prison.” (Cited in Paul Kengor’s “The Devil and Karl Marx: Communism’s 
Long March of Death, Deception, and Infiltration.”)
 Vietnam: Max Hastings, “Vietnam: An Epic Tragedy, 1945-1975.”
 China: Jung Chang and Jon Halliday, “Mao: The Unknown Story.”
 I return to the theme of the denial of evil.
 People associate evil with darkness. But that is not accurate: It is easy 
to look into the dark; it is very hard to stare into bright light. One should 
therefore associate evil with extreme brightness, given that people rarely look 
at real evil. And those who do not confront real evil often make up evils (such 
as “systemic racism,” “toxic masculinity” and “heteronormativity” in 21st-
century America) that are much easier to confront.
 The Book of Psalms states, “Those of you who love G od — you are to hate 
evil.”
 In other words, you can’t love God if you don’t hate evil.
 And if you don’t believe in God, here’s another way of putting it: “Those 
of you who love people — you are to hate evil.”
 If you don’t hate communism, you don’t care about, much less love, 
people.

 (Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
© 2021 Creators Syndicate

It’s Not a COVID Relief 
Bill. It’s Christmas for 

Democrats.
By David Harsanyi, Creators Syndicate

Republicans should stop referring to the Democrats’ newest ideological wish list as a COVID-19 
“relief bill” or “rescue bill,” or any of the other euphemistic misnomers used by the media. 
Surely, there is some GOP spin doctor who can come up with a catchier, more precise name 

for Joe Biden’s $2 trillion partisan monstrosity?
 Whatever they call it, the media have mobilized to warn us about the devastating fallout that 
will come if Republicans oppose the Democrats’ plan — not only for the future of the country but 
for their own party.
 Do you remember when the Republican resistance to President Barack Obama’s partisan 
slush-fund “stimulus” bill sunk them in the 2010 midterms? Nor do I. Though polls told us that 
a majority of Americans supported Obama’s efforts, not a single House Republican voted for 
the 2009 stimulus bill. By the next year, a majority had turned on the plan, and the GOP picked 
up a historic 63 seats, the biggest victory by a party in the midterm elections since 1938. The loss 
essentially froze Obama’s agenda for the rest of his presidency. By 2014, the Republicans — after 
maintaining equally intractable positions on other bogus stimulus efforts — would run both the 
Senate and House.
 For the next eight years, Democrats were left to argue that Republican stubbornness was 
little more than perfunctory racism aimed out our first black president. One imagines this lazy 
slander will have a harder time gaining traction during the Biden years.
 Oh, the endless warnings we heard about the pitfalls of “obstructionism” in those days. 
When Republicans were sinking the 2011 “stimulus,” Obama adviser David Plouffe warned that 
it would be an American “tragedy.” Republicans had turned to “nihilism,” roared virtually every 
liberal pundit for years. When Republicans represent the desires of their constituents, the nation 
suddenly becomes “ungovernable.”
 Well, until they happen to lose Congress.
 It is possible that, by the point at which Republicans objected to a second stimulus, the 
Obamacare fight had already sunk the Democratic Party’s national prospects. But in a sense, 
that’s the point. There will be scores of other divisive policy debates between now and the 2022 
midterms, and, thus far, the Biden administration has shown no inclination to pursue meaningful 
consensus.
 And, anyway, the same accusations will be leveled against the GOP. Republicans have the 
better long-term argument. “Critics say that my plan is too big, that it costs $1.9 trillion,” was 
Biden’s Obamaesque reply to questions regarding his $2 trillion plan. “Let me ask them: What 
would they have me cut? What would they have me leave out? Should we not invest $20 billion to 
vaccinate the nation? Should we not invest $290 million to extend unemployment insurance for 
the 11 million Americans who are unemployed so they can get by?”
 Thank you for asking, Mr. President. How about the $570 million teachers’ unions payoff 
that offers more “emergency leave” to erstwhile educators who have been paid all year to work 
from home and now stand in the way of reopening schools? How about the $50 million for 
abortion funding? How about the $350 billion to prop up the budgets of a handful of irresponsible 
states that refuse to balance their budgets? How about the perpetual expansions of Obamacare 
subsidies — the cost of which is unknowable? The Biden plan provides $852 million for lefty-
approved civic-volunteer agencies that have zero to do with COVID-19 relief or stimulus. Why? 
The majority of the bill has nothing to do with coronavirus.
 As once-hero and future-villain Mitt Romney points out in The Wall Street Journal, the 
Congressional Budget Office’s recent analysis of Biden’s plan found that more than a third of 
proposed funding, around $700 billion, wouldn’t be spent until 2022, or later, by which time the 
economy will be doing just fine. It is difficult not to suspect that the plan, like most other massive 
hikes, is propelled by a desire to create a new baseline for federal spending, so that, in the future, 
anything less can be framed as a drastic and immoral “spending cut.”
 The five previous COVID-19 relief bills were filled with many stables’ worth of Democratic 
hobbyhorses, but at least then there was a genuine case that the proposals had to pass. There is no 
such case now. With the pandemic likely to recede, the best stimulus will be a return to normalcy, 
accompanied by a handful of narrow, targeted bills designed to assist those who were the most 
adversely affected by the government-induced shutdowns. Before long, there will be a backlash 
over the government’s zealous and ineffective behavior during the pandemic, and Republicans 
should make sure they’re on the right side of it. Sure, Republican legislators will be accused of 
being massive hypocrites on the issue of spending. And in most cases, these accusations will be 
true. But it is never too late to do the right thing. A minority party that stands against profligate 
waste, expansion of federal power and corrosive dependency only half the time is better than a 
minority party that never says a word.
 (David Harsanyi is a senior writer at National Review)
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Easter at Shepherd Church
 Celebrate Easter at Shepherd Church, 19700 Rinaldi 
Street in Porter Ranch, as Senior Pastor Dudley Rutherford 
tells the inspiring resurrection story of Jesus Christ — 
a timeless event over 2,000 years ago that fulfi lled 
God’s redemption plan and brought hope for all mankind! 
You’ll experience uplifting contemporary music, dynamic 
music, and have the opportunity to take communion, pray, 
and fellowship with others. Everyone is welcome. Service 
schedule: Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm; Saturday, 
March 31 at 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm: and Sunday, April 1 at 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Mason Park Basketball
 Mason Recreation Center has announced its registration 
and schedule for Youth Basketball Summer 2018, according 

to Juan Soto, director.
 Priority numbers must be submitted and postmarked by 
March 31, after which all mail will be returned. Applicants 
may walk in for a number from April 2 through the 6th, 
pending availability. Priority number registration will be held 
on April 7. Open registration will be on April 10 at 4 p.m., and 
will continue until the league is full.
 Fee is $170 per player, which includes jersey, shorts, 
offi cials, awards, and administrative costs. Pictures and 
insurance are NOT included!
 Play is open for boys and girls, ages 5 through 15. 
There are 5 co-rec divisions, and 4 for girls. Practices 
start in mid-May, with games starting in June.
 Evaluation will be held May 5 for most ages. May 6 

for most evaluations, May 6 for co-rec aged 5 to 8.

 Volunteer coaches are needed.
 Mason Park is located at 10500 Mason Ave., Chatsworth, 
818-998-6377.

Egg Hunt and Basketball
 Come to Chatsworth Park South for a day of fun fi lled 
events including a free basketball workshop with a special 
guest: the NBA’s Matt Barnes on Saturday, March 31. The 
workshops will be divided by age group culminating in a fi ve-
on-fi ve game with Matt Barnes There will also be a spring 
egg hunt with crafts, snacks, food trucks, games, and face 
painting. The park is located at 22360 Devonshire Street. 
Please RSVP for basketball at (818) 341-6595.

Free Tax Preparation Clinic
  The CSUN VITA Clinic is offering free tax preparation 
services as well as fi nancial education now through April 
15th to low income taxpayers in North Hills, Canoga Park, 
Northridge, North Hollywood, Pacoima, Sun Valley, San 
Fernando City, Panorama City, and Van Nuys. Services will 
be offered at the CSUN campus on Mondays through Fridays 
and at multiple remote locations throughout the San Fernando 
Valley on Saturdays. While taxpayers will be encouraged to 
make an appointment, walk-ins will be accepted to the extent 
time permits. For more information about services, please 
visit: vita.csun.edu  

Intermediate Computer Classes
 Instructor Abraham Yazdi will teach 8 sessions on 
Intermediate Microsoft (MS) Word 2013, 9 sessions on 
Intermediate MS Excel 2013, and 2 sessions on Intermediate 
MS PowerPoint 2013. All classes will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 10 AM to 12 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Sign-ups for the classes are 
required.  For more info or to sign up, please call 818-368-
5687.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing The 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane: A Novel by Lisa See at the 
April 4th meeting.  The book club meets the fi rst Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 pm in the Library Community Room.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Nature Preserve
 The LADWP is celebrating the month of Earth Day with a 
special open house at the only nature preserve in the City of Los 
Angeles. The Chatsworth Nature Preserve is a one of a kind 
location with incredible wildlife and landscapes. The event 
will be on Sunday, April 7th from10:00 am to 3:00 pm, entry 
gate on Valley Circle Blvd west of Plummer. It will feature an 
opening ceremony with a Wishtoyo/Chumash Indian tribal 
blessing, guided nature hikes, live animal exhibits, a bird 
observation station, and an environmental resource fair. No 
bikes or pets allowed on trails. Please bring a hat, sunscreen, 
refi llable water bottles, and comfortable walking shoes. 

The Church and Climate Change
 Please join us at First Presbyterian Church of Granada 
Hills, 10400 Zelzah Avenue on Sunday, April 8th, from 
12:15 - 3:00 pm where you will enjoy a free lunch and hear 
presentations from Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, Atmospheric 
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scientist & Professor at Texas Tech University and Rev. Dr. 
Richard Lyon, Psychotherapist & Presbyterian Minister. 
All viewpoints welcome for this intriguing and important 
discussion. 

E-Textile Workshops
 Kids and Teens (ages 7-18), join us for this four-part series 
Wednesdays, 3:30 PM
at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. We 
will be making super-hero masks, sock pals, and other fun 
projects.  It is recommended to attend all 4 workshops and 
sign-ups are required.  For more info please call 818-368-5687.

Tiny Tots Storytime
  Come and listen to a library volunteer as she reads 
wonderful stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 
AM in the Chatsworth Library.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information 
call (818) 341-4276.

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays.at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Build a Masterpiece
 Bring your ideas, images, and imagination to this National 
Poetry Month program.  Let’s build a poem!  Hosted by 
award-winning poet, Jeffry Jensen.  Refreshments will be 
served, Tuesday, April 17, 4 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, (818) 368-5687.

One World Storytelling
  On Wednesday, April 18 at 3:30 PM, Barbara Wong will 
be sharing stories from around the world with children in fi rst 
through fi fth grade at the Chatsworth Library.  The Library 
is located at 21502 Devonshire Street.  Call (818) 341-4276 for 
more information.

Our Lady of Lourdes
 Theatre Repertoire of Our Lady of Lourdes (TROLL) 
presents: Wiley and the Hairy Man, a play by Suzan Zeder.  
Come experience the magical way a young girl discovers 
she is bigger than her fears! Friday, April 20th at 7pm; 
Saturday, April 21st at 1pm, and at 7pm. Tickets can be 
purchased online now at www.ticketor.com/trollplayers, or 
on the OLL church patio following each Mass (except Easter 
Weekend).  Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - 
Stroup Hall, 18400 Kinzie Street in Northridge.

CalRTA meeting
 On Friday, April 13th, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA meeting 
will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 Lassen 
St., Northridge. Come join retired teachers to hear the latest 
about your pensions and consider joining us for lunch after 
the meeting.  If you wish to stay for lunch, please make a 
reservation with Nancy Gohata at 818  899 4237.

Job Skills Workshop
 If you are between 16 and 24 years old, this informative 
workshop that will give you tips on job interviewing, and 
creating resumes and cover letters will be on Saturday, 
April 21st,  10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at Granada Hills Branch 
Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. Attendees will also begin the 
process of obtaining a Work Readiness Certifi cate from L.A. 
Youth at Work and will receive priority to apply for curated 
jobs. (818) 368-5687.

Giant Book Sale
  On Saturday, April 21 from 10 AM to 2 PM the Friends 
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale.  The 
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street 
in Chatsworth. The sale is in the Community Room and 
includes thousands of almost-new hardback books and a huge 
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considered to be PRETTY DARNED GOOD.
 4) As I've stated several times before, Governor Newsom of California should have 
resigned, and needs to be recalled, simply because he is up to his neck with the blood of 
dead Californians who needed his honest leadership, and with respect to the physical and 
economic health of Californians. Ditto for many of California's mayors to resign as well!
 Governor Gavin Newsom has "over-closed" the economy, and showed tremendous 
hypocrisy in his handling of the virus.
 5) With respect to our current reality, the bad news is that while L.A. County and 
other areas are suddenly allowing outdoor dining, perhaps because of the Newsom Recall 
effort, or perhaps because of lowering death rates from COVID-19, we're still doing 
stupid stuff like banning restaurants from having their TV's on.
 6) But the good news is that Blue Shield of California has been tapped to run 
California’s COVID-19 vaccine system.  
 There will be second and third and other waves of vaccines, and it's safe to presume 
that our knowledge of vaccines will ramp up as much as will our immune systems once 
we get them. Historically, this will be as huge a leap in biological technology as were 
antibiotics in World War II, ICU's during the Vietnam War, and battlefield medicine 
developed in the Afghanistan conflict.
 Because we are now in a different type of war, and unfortunately wars appear to be 
the best ways to ramp our knowledge of health, biology, and other sciences/technology 
forward.
 And don't be afraid if we have to take new Coronavirus vaccines every year...because 
after all, don't we take annual flu vaccines because THOSE viruses mutate every year as 
well?
 We will survive this pandemic as a nation, and as a world! 
 
 (Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los Angeles, 
Orange, and Riverside Counties. The views expressed in this article are solely those of Dr. 
Alpern.)

Misconceptions About 
COVID-19 Vaccinations

(Continued from page 3)

L.A. City and County
Helpless on 

Homelessness
Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Bonin blasted the city and county as 

``structurally incapable’’ of responding to the region’s homelessness crisis and 
called for a consent decree under the supervision of the federal judge overseeing 

attempts to deal with the situation.
 ``We need to admit that the city and the county are structurally incapable of 
responding with appropriate urgency and vigor to our homelessness crisis, and must 
enter into a judicial consent decree under the supervision of U.S. District Court Judge 
David O. Carter,’’ Bonin said in an article he wrote on the online publishing platform 
Medium. A consent decree is a legally binding agreement submitted in writing to a 
court.
 Bonin said the homelessness crisis is a matter of life and death, but the city and 
county governments’ diffused power means there is no accountability for a slow 
response to the problem.
 ``Many city and county officials, with great effort and determination, have 
implemented successful projects and programs that are moving people off the streets 
and into housing. But it is still not enough; even as the number of projects and 
programs increase, homelessness increases even faster,’’ he said.
 Combined with the COVID-19 pandemic and soaring mental health and substance 
abuse issues, homelessness in the region is comparable to ``a significant natural 
disaster in Southern California with no end in sight,’’ Carter wrote in an order filed 
in federal court.
 Bonin noted that it is too easy for a single person or organization to block the 
city and county’s efforts to solve the crisis because they don’t want shelters in their 
neighborhoods.

    *  *  *

 A consent decree would offer a better way, according to Bonin.
 ``The decree should be clear and specific, with several phases, and if the city 
or county fail to meet any of the decree’s requirements, the judge should have the 
authority compel action,’’ Bonin wrote.
 Bonin suggested the decree should require:
 -- sufficient housing and shelter that would allow everyone to get off the streets;
 -- long-term solutions, including housing and services, to prevent people from 
becoming homeless again; and
 -- permanent systemic change, including replacing the Los Angeles Homeless 
Services Authority with ``an agency with real power.’’
 Bonin also called for small scale changes, which would include additional social 
service programs and 24/7 caseworkers.
 Bonin cited past consent decrees in Los Angeles, which he said brought significant 
and positive changes, including:
 -- a consent decree that created affordable housing units when the Glenn Anderson 
(105) Freeway was built;
 -- a consent decree that forced the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority to improve its bus system in the 1990s after neglecting bus riders;
 -- a consent decree 
that improved water 
quality in Santa Monica 
Bay through upgrades 
to the Hyperion sewage 
treatment plant; and
 -- a consent decree 
that created dozens 
of major reforms in 
the Los Angeles Police 
Department after the 
Rampart scandal in the 
1990s.

The Ten Commandments
By Rabbi Zalman Posner

If it can be said that the Torah has a climax, it would surely be in a recent 
Torah portion — the Giving of the Torah at Sinai, the Ten Commandments. 
Here is a code everyone subscribes to, possibly without even reading it. 

“Thou shalt not kill,” and “Thou shalt not steal” are for many people all the 
Ten Commandments, all of morality in fact. I have heard self-styled skeptics 
question the Divinity of the Torah, and readily affirm Gd’s authorship and 
their personal acceptance of the Ten Commandments.
 We aren’t apt to worship graven images; we will honor father and mother; 
we will make earnest if occasionally imperfect attempts not to take His Name 
in vain; we will concede the wisdom and necessity of the Thou-shalt-nots. 
 However, an otherwise universally acceptable standard carries an unsuspected 
challenge — “On the seventh day you shall not do any work.” Not much leeway 
there; “any work” seems quite explicit. This Fourth Commandment, especially 
the quoted part, is either literally unknown (some think the entire commandment 
reads, “Remember the Shabbat day to keep it holy”!) or casually ignored. 
 Can there be the Ten Commandments without the Shabbat? Can 
there be a Shabbat without our refraining from all work, as the Torah 
so clearly demands? Has the Shabbat become indistinguishable from 
weekdays because of economic hardship, or through indifference? Have 
electricity and thermostatic heating and refrigerators and gas stoves 
made a workless Shabbat more difficult or more easy? Is a day of respite 
from weekday activities, a day for the mind and spirit, really out of date? 
 These questions are part of the great re-examination American Jewry faces. 
The personal decision about Torah and Jewish living cannot long be evaded. If 
we don’t ask ourselves questions, history will. 


