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Are You Enjoying
Your First Test Drive
of Socialist America?
A

By Wayne Allyn Root
re you enjoying your first taste of socialism? Life in America today is a sneak preview of life in Cuba or Venezuela. Democrats
love it. This is the future they plan for you. The current economic
catastrophe is exactly what America will look like if we institute the
Green New Deal.
The goal is to defeat climate change by killing your job, taking
away your car, closing your business and turning America into Cuba or
Venezuela.
It’s a progressive Democrat’s rainy dream.
And isn’t it great? You don’t need to go to work. Money magically
appears in your bank account. Hopefully, you can live on $1,200 every
six weeks for the rest of your life.
You get to spend long days watching daytime talk shows and
movies on Netflix — you know, the things Democrats call a “typical
day” for their voters.
And think of the money you can save on gas by not going
anywhere. Soon all those nasty, polluting, carbon-emitting vehicles will
be just a memory of the past. How wonderful will it be to have time to
“just think” as you wait hours for those new energy-efficient buses and
subways?
And, with all those nasty “nonessential” businesses closed, you’ll have plenty of time to
converse with your neighbors as you wait in line to see if anything is available for you to buy.
It’s socialist nirvana.
				*		*		*
So, please be honest with me: Are you enjoying your small taste of life in a socialist country? Are
all these great benefits of socialism what you expected? You know, being told the business you spent
your life building is nonessential and being forced to close; being stuck at home and not allowed to
hold a job; having only the money your benevolent government decides you need; waiting in long
supermarket lines only to see empty shelves; finding out toilet paper is now a valuable commodity;
being told where you’re allowed to go; being banned (in some states such as Michigan) from traveling
to your second home; not being allowed to go to church; and having all your movements monitored
and recorded.
Having fun yet? Welcome to a test drive of socialist America.
Democrats are just getting started. Soon they’ll tell you whether you’re allowed to enjoy yourself
anymore. No more golf, bars, nightclubs, liquor stores, spas, movie theaters, bowling alleys. Oh, wait,
that’s already happened.
But of course, marijuana stores are open. They’re “essential.” This is what Democrats like
Sen. Bernie Sanders and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez have been pushing for years. This is
their rainy dream.

In a truly socialist country, it is much worse. In a truly socialist country, your
internet is tightly monitored; television is controlled by government; and all media is
propaganda — even a step worse than it is in America today. Although, The New York
Times, The Washington Post, ABC, NBC, CBS, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube are
all trying hard to give socialist banana republics a run for their money.
In a socialist country, as envisioned by today’s Democratic Party, you will not
have a car. Those will be reserved for party bosses like House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
Sen. Chuck Schumer and AOC. You will have to work in a state-assigned job. Doctors
and janitors will make the same salary.
There will be huge “advantages,” according to the crazy socialists of the
Democratic Party. Stores will be much smaller. And with the closure of all those greedy
corporations, buying decisions will be much less confusing. The shelves will be empty
anyway, so who will need all that space?
And, to achieve a small carbon footprint, you will live in a tiny apartment and
travel to work only on public transportation. But isn’t that precisely why New York
City is the worst coronavirus-infected area in the country? Half the country’s dead are
in one city. Oops, liberals forgot to mention that little problem.
And toilet paper? There will never again be a shortage. The soft kind will only go
to socialist politicians and government bureaucrats. The rest of us will do our part to
save the planet by using biodegradable corn husks.
(Continued on page 2)

Home Lockdown Jokes

T

hings seem to be going backwards since the lockdown of our
country. A couple of months ago everything was great; businesses
humming, people working, stock market at all time highs, people
actually living their lives and pursuing happiness.
Now we’ve shut down our country and returned to the Obama
recession years of low expectations, more people on food stamps and
less people working.
If things continue backwards like this it won’t be long until we go
all the way back to the Depression of the 1930’s.
In keeping with the “bad old days” how about we entertain
ourselves with some good old-fashioned wife jokes that would have
been popular decades ago?
These were the jokes of our grandparents and great-grandparents,
back before women’s lib, the misogynist hysteria and the speech police
took over, back at a time before people lost their senses of humor. Now
is definitely not the time to adhere to political correctness.
Have fun!
• I haven’t talked to my wife in three weeks. I didn’t want to
interrupt her.
• Since it started raining, all my wife has done is look sadly
through the stupid window. If it gets any worse, I’ll have to let her in.
• My best friend ran away with my wife. I really miss him.
• My wife has teeth like stars. Yellow and far apart.
• My wife attempted to make a cake. The recipe said, “separate
two eggs” so she put one egg in the living room.

By Greg Crosby

• Why doesn’t our democratic society permit a
man to have 2 wives? Because our laws protect us
from cruel and unusual punishment.
• My wife’s cooking is so bad we pray AFTER
we eat.
• I received a call telling me my wife has been
taken to the hospital.
“How is she?” I asked the nurse.
“I’m sorry to say she’s critical,” the nurse said.
“What the heck is she complaining about
now?”
• At last scientists have finally discovered what
a woman wants. Unfortunately, she’s changed her
mind since then!
• My wife told me to go and get something that
would make her look sexy. So I got drunk.
• I said to my wife, “Where do you want to
go for our anniversary?” She said, “I want to go
somewhere I’ve never been before.” I said, “Try the
kitchen.”
• Just think, if it weren’t for marriage men would
go through life thinking they had no faults at all.
• I take my wife everywhere, but she keeps
finding her way back.
• My wife is a light eater. As soon as it’s light she
starts to eat.

• My wife lost all her credit cards but I’m not
going to report it. Whoever found it spends less than
she does.
• A good wife always forgives her husband when
she’s wrong.
• I belong to Bridegrooms Anonymous. Whenever
I feel like getting married they send over a lady in a
housecoat and curlers to burn my toast for me.
• My wife and I were happy for twenty years.
Then we met.
• I was married by a judge. I should have asked
for a jury.
• Marriage is nature’s way of keeping us from
fighting with strangers.
If you got a smile out of any of the jokes above,
you can thank Henny Youngman, Alan King, Milton
Berle, Rodney Dangerfield, and George Burns. If you
took offense to any of the jokes above, you can thank
feminism, the National Organization for Women,
Emily’s List, and the public school system.
(Greg Crosby, former creative head for Walt
Disney publications, has written thousands of comics,
hundreds of children’s books, and dozens of essays.)
- Jewish World Review

Garcetti’s Legacy
… The Good and
the Not So Good
By Jack Humphreville

C

ityWatchLA  -  Over the last month, Mayor Eric Garcetti
has done an excellent job of communicating with Angelenos about the Virus and what we need to do to stay safe
and healthy.
His nightly briefings are almost “Must See TV” for many
of us who have been cooped up in our homes.
Garcetti has explained to us why we need to wash our hands
for twenty seconds.  Why we need to flatten the curve.  Why
the shutdown of restaurants, bars, and movie theatres. Why
we need to practice social distancing and stay in our homes.
Why the closing of beach parking lots and hiking trails. Why
we all need to walk counterclockwise around the Silver Lake
Reservoir. Why we need to wear masks or bandanas when we
venture out in public. And why the Safe at Home order has
been extended to May 15.  
The Mayor’s successful management of the City during
the Virus may well be the signature event of his legacy.  
But we are not of the woods yet. There are many tough
decisions that will need to be made, including the tricky tradeoff involving the opening up of
the economy and our safety and the spread of the Virus. And there are many factors that are
out of the Mayor’s control, ranging from the actions of the State and Federal governments,
the rebound of the economy, and the patience of Angelenos.  
There are two other issues that may permanently taint Garcetti’s legacy: corruption at
City Hall and fiscal mismanagement, both of which the Mayor can control or influence.
But there is the question of whether Garcetti is willing use his political capital to take on
the special interests that control City Hall.
The pay-to-play corruption scandal erupted under his watch. Councilman Mitch
Englander pleaded guilty to the obstruction of justice. A bagman pleaded guilty to facilitating
a $500,000 bribe.   Councilman Jose Huizar’s offices and home were raided by the FBI.  
Federal search warrants were issued for Councilman Curren Price, Herb Wesson’s chief of
staff, two other City Hall insiders, and numerous real estate developers. And Angelenos are
wondering, Who’s Next?   
				*		*		*
Garcetti could put an immediate stop to this pay-to-play corruption because he knows
the game after twelve years on the City Council (six as President) where he represented
Hollywood, a hot bed of development, and almost seven years as mayor. From the bully pulpit,
he could demand meaningful campaign finance reform, real time transparency, a stronger
Ethics Commission, the appointment of a special counsel, and greater public participation.  
But is Garcetti willing to leverage his political capital and take on the real estate and
billboard industry and the politicians who benefit from their cash campaign contributions?
The City’s budget is a mess, even before the impact of the Virus. Since Garcetti came to
office, General Fund Revenues have increased by $1.9 billion (41%), but the City still has a
huge budget deficit ($200 million) because he and the City Council gave away the store when
they approved the budget busting labor agreements that will cost the City and its residents

$1.6 billion over the next 4½ years.
As Mayor, Garcetti develops the annual budget and sits on the Executive Employee
Relations Committee that oversees negotiations with public sector unions. Along with the bully
pulpit, Garcetti could begin to implement budget reform, including the adoption of a commonsense policy where the City will not enter into any labor agreement that results in a current
of future deficit.  He could also implement the Radical Transparency recommendations of the
Budget Advocates, including the establishment of an Office of Transparency and Accountability
to oversee the City’s budget and finances and a Pension Commission to development
recommendations to eliminate, over time, the City’s $15 billion unfunded pension liability.  
But, once again, is Garcetti willing to leverage his political capital and take on the leaders of
the public sector unions and the politicians who benefit from their campaign contributions?
Mayor Eric Garcetti has 2½ years to enhance his legacy. Will he step up to the plate and
represent Angelenos over the special interests that control City Hall?

Councilman Huizar
Defending Suit Seeks Text,
Email Records
A

ttorneys for City Councilman Jose Huizar filed court papers seeking copies of
communications between his former special assistant and another ex-staffer who is
suing the councilman and the city of Los Angeles for alleged illegal office practices.
The emails and text messages between 47-year-old Pauline Medina, Huizar’s former
office manager, and George Esparza could shed a different light on Medina’s allegations
that she was forced to quit in 2018 because conditions became unbearable after she spoke
out, according to Huizar’s Los Angeles Superior Court papers.
``The documents are critical to determining the veracity of (Medina’s) claims, including
whether the alleged conduct occurred, how (Medina) perceived it, whether others observed
it and any admissions by her,’’ Huizar’s court papers state.
The text messages and emails could provide important evidence if they contradict
Medina’s sworn testimony and that of other potential witnesses, including Esparza,
according to Huizar’s court papers.
Medina alleges in her lawsuit filed in October 2018 that she complained to Huizar
about his alleged use of city funds to pay for his personal expenses. She also alleges he gave
preferential treatment to another staffer with whom he was having an extramarital affair.
She maintains she suffered a backlash when Huizar and his chief of staff, Paul Habib,
made working there so intolerable that she quit in July 2018.
Medina further alleges that from the beginning, she ``was often the sounding board
for other staffers who came to her with their own frustrations about the office’s practices,’’
and that Huizar was ``challenging to work for’’ and would chastise her and other office
members for mistakes and oversights.

Socialist America?

(Continued from page 1)
I’ve saved the best for last. One hundred and ten percent of you will vote — just like in
many Democratic inner cities in the past few elections. There will always be more votes than
registered voters. That’s the way socialists like it. And, your ballot will show up in the mail.
Don’t worry if you don’t receive it. The person sent by the government to pick it up will have
extras. He or she will even help you fill it out. In a couple of years, it will get even easier, as there
will be only one box to check.
So, does your brief experience with socialism make you want to live like this always?
As for me, if the choice is to be locked in my home, close my business and wait for the
government to save me, or to face the remote risk of death from the coronavirus and keep living
my life and earning a living for my family ... I’ll risk my life and choose freedom every time.
We are a nation of risk takers. We don’t run and hide. We’re all first responders.
We face danger and live life. That’s what made America the most exceptional nation and
people in world history.
If you don’t like this test drive of socialism, I suggest we all start making our voices
heard. Repeat after me: “OPEN THE ECONOMY. OPEN THE ECONOMY. OPEN THE
ECONOMY.”
Finally ... since the slogan “Keep America Great” no longer applies to President Donald
Trump’s reelection after this catastrophe, let me suggest a new campaign slogan: “Make
America Great Again, Part 2.”
Caps and T-shirts to follow.
(Wayne Allyn Root is a CEO, entrepreneur, bestselling author, nationally syndicated talk show
host on USA Radio Network from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. EST. To find out more about Wayne Allyn Root
and read features by other Creators Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
website at www.creators.com.)
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Garcetti’s Proposed
City Budget
Includes Furloughs,
Reduced Services

A

day after telling Angelenos the coronavirus pandemic is
wreaking more financial havoc on Los Angeles than the
2008 recession, Mayor Eric Garcetti released a proposed
2020-21 budget that calls for reducing services and furloughing
about 15,000 municipal workers for
roughly a month.
``We’ve already enacted a hiring freeze in our city
government, and we will continue that in the coming year,’’
Garcetti said during a somber State of the City address.
``Unfortunately, we must also face another painful reality:
that our civilian employees will take 26 furlough days over the
course of the next fiscal year, the equivalent of a 10% reduction
in pay.’’
The budget proposal Garcetti unveiled covers spending for
the next fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget must be
adopted by the City Council by June 30, according to state law.
The mayor stressed that budget cutting will largely spare
critical services, such as police and fire protection and other
services that ``keep our neighborhoods safe, our streets clean,
our families housed and our children and seniors fed.’’
``Soon, many departments will have to operate at sharply
reduced strength,’’ Garcetti said during his State of the
City speech, adding the proposals he’s made are not easy.
``Cherished programs will lose funding, while recreational and
community services will see significant changes. We’ll have less
to spend on removing graffiti and caring for our urban forest.’’
Last year, Los Angeles passed a $10.6 billion overall
spending plan, the largest in its history, and this year the
mayor’s proposal is slightly less than that. And city officials
noted the budget will continue to be revised throughout the
next fiscal year to address areas affected by the pandemic.
The budget proposal anticipates sales taxes of about $557
million, down from the $635 million projection for this year.
One of the biggest declines in revenue the city has
experienced is through its airports, which have seen a 95%
reduction in air traffic, as well as tourism and entertainment
industries, which have been temporarily shuttered.
The Port of Los Angeles has also been operating at about
75% to 85% compared to last year since the pandemic affected
global trade.
City Controller Ron Galperin estimated the city could see
a gap in revenue of as much as $598 million by the end of next

fiscal year. He said the shortfalls will strain the city’s
ability to provide services and will require ``some very
difficult budgeting decisions’’ this year and in the
future.
The mayor noted that the city has built up
formidable reserve funds in recent years, but even with
those rainy day funds, the revenue shortfalls caused by
widespread business shutdowns, a virtual halt to tourism
and spiking unemployment will have repercussions at
City Hall.
Garcetti said that as economies reopen across
the nation, ``I believe that Los Angeles can inspire
the groundwork for a future that is much better than
normal ever was.’’ And he sent a message to leaders
in Washington, calling for the passage of a national
infrastructure bill.
``This nation has the resources to fund a real
recovery,’’ he said.
``... Don’t bail out banks but leave cities with cuts
and collapse. If you want to reopen America, America’s
cities are where this nation begins. A weakened city
brings the pain of laid-off workers, fewer services and
sends ripples through every main street and every home.
But in resilient and strengthened cities, businesses will
find their footing once again, the jobless will find their
work and their worth, and communities will protect
their loved ones’ health.’’

COVID-19
Resources

WILKINSON SENIOR CENTER
- Call (818) 882-1212 for information about homebound delivered meals for seniors.
L.A. COUNTY’S CRITICAL
DELIVERY SERVICE PROGRAM
- Free delivery program for older adults and individuals
with disabilities to receive groceries, household items, and
other vital necessities to individuals who are unable to leave
their homes due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Items may be
delivered 7 days a week, at no cost to the client. No application process is required, however, items must be prepaid and ready for pickup. Deliveries may be scheduled
by calling 888-863-7411 between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Clients may utilize this service up
to four times or 40 miles per month, whichever comes first.

Helping You Stay
Safer at Home
During this uncertain time with the coronavirus,
LADWP wants you to know that we are working
24/7 to keep your power on and water flowing.
Our crews will respond to water and
power outages. Call us or report an
outage online at ladwp.com/outages.
Your tap water is safe to drink. There
is no need to buy bottled water. The
coronavirus does not affect your
drinking water.
Our team members are essential city
workers continuing to work hard while
Realtor®
taking safety measures.
Need help paying your bill? We can help.
Visit LADWP.com/financialassistance or
CalDre # 02062573
call us at 1-800-DIAL-DWP.
We will not shut off your water
and power for non-payment.

We’re Here for You
ladwp.com 1-800-DIAL-DWP
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Will We Allow City Hall to Increase Our Taxes? Labor Agreements
By Jack Humphreville

C

ityWatchLA  -   Rumors emanating from City Hall suggest that Mayor Eric Garcetti and City Council are considering
a tax increase to finance the projected deficit for the upcoming fiscal year beginning on July 1.
While there are no details, City Hall and their spinmeisters will tell us that the tax hike is necessary to preserve vital
services and to cover the revenue shortfall and additional expenditures caused by the virus and the shutdown of the City.
But before Angelenos approve any tax increase, we need to consider two factors.
First, we need to realize that the projected deficit was initially caused by the budget busting agreements with the police,
firefighters, and civilian workers that were approved behind closed doors by the fiscally irresponsible Garcetti and the union
controlled City Council. They knew damn well that the new agreements would cause a river of red ink, costing Angelenos
an estimated $1.6 billion over the next four years. They need to be held accountable for this malfeasance.  
Second, Angelenos must demand that the City clean up its act.  
This includes an independent investigation into the pay-to-play corruption and the development of policies to eliminate
this corruption involving developments and digital billboards.  
This includes real campaign finance reform, real time transparency, and an independent and well-financed Ethics
Commission and Ethics Department that has enforcement powers and the ability to levy hefty fines.
This also includes adopting a policy of Radical Transparency that was recommended by the Neighborhood Council
Budget Advocates in their Annual White Paper. Recommendations include establishing an Office of Transparency and
Accountability to oversee the City’s budget and finances in real time; the establishment of Pension Commission to review
and analyze the City’s seriously underfunded pension plans; and mandating a policy where the City is unable to enter into
any new labor agreements that will result in a current or future budget deficits.
As for the tax increase, any measure calling for a local tax increase will not be on the November ballot. The political
establishment and public sector unions are laser focused on passing the Split Roll (an amendment to Proposition 13) and any
other tax on the ballot will be an unwanted distraction to this $12 billion tax increase that we will be passed through to us.   
This implies a special election prior to the November Presidential election. But this will require the City to rush the
measure to the ballot, a strategy that resulted in the LAUSD’s $500 million, “leap of faith” parcel tax being rejected in June
by over 50% of the voters.  
The alternative is the spring of 2021.  
As to the form of the tax, more than likely it will be a sales tax because, if approved by the voters, the City will receive
the cash sooner than if it were a property related tax.  
The City may also limit the tax increase to a set period of time, say three years. In addition, the City would be wise to
develop a mechanism to lower the tax as revenues from the seven economically sensitive taxes rebound to levels prior to the
virus.    
As for the amount, a half cent increase in the sales tax to 10% would raise $250 to $300 million a year for the City.
The City is using the logic of former Chicago mayor Rahm Emanuel: “Never let a serious crisis go to waste.” But
Angelenos can also use this tactic by demanding that the City engage in real reform in exchange for our yes votes.
No Real Reform Deserves a NO Vote.

SOCALGAS® IS HERE FOR YOU.

®
SOCALGAS
IS HERE FOR YOU.
®
®
SOCALGAS
IS HERE
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OCALGAS
IS HERE
FOR
YOU.

and the Virus
Playing Havoc with
LA’s Budget

C

By Jack Humphreville

ityWatchLA  -  “Only when the tide goes out do you discover who’s been swimming naked.” Warren Buffett,
Chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway
City of Los Angeles Controller Ron Galperin released his
Revised Revenue Forecast in which he predicted that revenues
for this fiscal year ending June 30 will be $231 million lower
than his previous estimate on March 2.  
He also predicted that revenues for the upcoming fiscal
year beginning July 1 will decline by as much as $600 million*
from his March estimate.
The budget implications are frightening, especially after
the Mayor and the City Council gave away the store when they
approved budget busting labor agreements that will cost the
City and its residents $1.6 billion over the next 4½ years.  
For the current fiscal year, the balanced budget was
obliterated by the new labor agreements and is now estimated
to be about $200 million in the red. After adjusting for the
negative impact of the virus, the shortfall is more than $400
million.    
For the upcoming fiscal year, the projected surplus of $33
million was wiped out by the new labor agreements, resulting in
a shortfall of $200 million according to the City Administrative
Officer.  After adjusting for the negative impact of the virus,
the projected shortfall is almost $700 million.
Overall, the City needs to solve a “budget gap” of $1.1
billion for this year and next year.  
[*Note: Galperin also developed alternative cases that
showed revenue declines of $200 million and $350 million.
Increases in expenditures were not considered in all cases.]

Ex-LA
Councilman
Mitchell
Englander to
Plead Guilty on
June 4

A

June 4 hearing date has been scheduled for ex-Los
Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander to formally enter a guilty plea to a federal criminal charge
for obstructing a public corruption investigation related to
his acceptance of gifts – including cash, hotel rooms and expensive meals – from a developer during trips to Las Vegas
and Palm Springs in 2017.
Englander faces up to five years in prison on the single
count of scheming to falsify material facts, according to
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. The 49-year-old Santa Monica
resident entered into the plea agreement on March 27.
Englander represented our Los Angeles Council District
12 from July 2011 until he resigned on Dec. 31, 2018, when he
had almost two years left on his term.
Among his other duties, Englander served as the council
president pro-tempore and was on the Planning and Land
Use Management Committee, which oversees many of the
most significant commercial and residential development
projects in the city of Los Angeles.
According to his plea agreement, Englander schemed
to cover up cash payments, expensive meals, and other gifts
offered to him from a businessman – identified in court
documents as Businessperson A – who operated companies
in Los Angeles relating to major development projects and
sought to increase his business opportunities in the city.
Two months after the Las Vegas trip, the businessman
began cooperating with the FBI in a public corruption
investigation focused on suspected pay-to-play schemes
involving Los Angeles public officials, including by making
covert recordings of Englander’s interactions with him,
federal prosecutors said.
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What the World
Needs Now
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

R

ight before he died some years ago, an elder in our church told me something I will
never forget. He had served the congregation faithfully for sixty years, and as his
frail body prepared to step into eternity, he told me, “Dudley, one of my biggest
regrets in life is that I cannot recall actually leading someone to Jesus Christ.” My heart
grieved along with his. This man had knowledge of the Scriptures. He knew the Lord.
He had likely sat in more than 3,000 church services in his lifetime, sang worship songs,
tithed, and served others. But one thing was missing: he never used what he knew
to bring salvation to one person. Not one.
Friend, this does not have to be the regret of any Christian. Right now,
there are many people looking for answers. They are looking for hope. They are
afraid of what tomorrow will bring with the health, economic, and social ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic. As difficult and trying as all of this has been
for everyone, believers have the hope of the world living inside us! We have the
message of truth, hope, grace, love, and salvation through Jesus Christ. He is the
calm in any storm. He is our peace and our ever-present hope. And it’s our duty as
Christians to share Christ with others.
With every fiber of my being, I believe we serve a mighty God who invites
us into a powerful partnership with Him, and that He will equip us to do His will
here on earth. In my most recent book, Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your
Faith, I wrote that the most pressing crisis at hand is that there are people who are lost
without Jesus—prisoners to their sin, searching for answers, lonely, hurting, confused.
Some are suicidal, thinking there is no way out of the situation they’re in currently. Many
need spiritual, physical, and relational healing. The message of the cross is lifesaving, and
I’m convinced beyond any doubt that the best life anyone could possibly live is one that
serves God and obeys His Word. This includes sharing His Word with others.
My passion is to see this current generation of believers become so compelled by
the love of Christ that we cannot help but try to persuade our fellow man that He died
for all. I want to see the modern-day church more closely resemble the early church,
which was fearlessly and singularly focused on spreading the Gospel—to the degree that
the early disciples were accused of turning the world upside down by those who opposed
them (Acts 17:6). I truly believe that same boldness can be mustered in the church today
to transform the world for Jesus!
Paul explained unequivocally in Ephesians 2:1–3 that without Christ, we are
dead in our transgressions and deserving of God’s wrath. That’s bad news—a tragic reality for everyone on this planet who has not put their faith in Jesus Christ. Now let me
show you what Paul wrote in the very next few verses, because it is unfathomably good
news. He wrote, “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved” (verse 4-5). Paul explained this same idea more simply in Romans 5:8, “But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
We have been saved by the excessive love, mercy, and grace of God. And since it exceeds
us, we should not keep it to ourselves. The greatest assignment we have ever been given
by Almighty God is to grab ahold of the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity in front of us—
which is sharing the Gospel with others before they enter into eternity.

Our God wants everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). He “wants all people
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for
all people” (1 Timothy 2:4–6). Through His extravagant grace, your heavenly Father has
made a way for everyone who puts their faith and trust in Jesus Christ to have everlasting
life. Yet many people have never heard a clear and simple explanation of how forgiveness and redemption take place through faith in Christ alone. It’s our obligation to tell them. Paul left no room for debate when he wrote, “How can they
call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe
in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him
unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them without being
sent? That is why the Scriptures say, ‘How beautiful are the feet of messengers
who bring good news!’” (Romans 10:14–15 nlt)
You have a once-in-lifetime opportunity to pick up the Gospel and take
it to desperate souls. Yes, we have been asked to be socially distant to stop the
spread of the coronavirus, but we don’t have to be spiritually or relationally
distant. Pick up the phone and call a loved one. Tell them about Jesus. Write a
letter. Mail someone a Bible or your favorite devotional book. Be the hands and feet of
Christ by taking groceries or medicine to a neighbor in need. Post something biblical,
loving, and encouraging on social media that will point people to Jesus. No one is out of
God’s reach, and He uses Christ followers like you to carry His message of truth. What
an incredible honor! Starting today, may you look for creative ways to share your faith,
asking the Lord for the courage and the opportunity to share the Good News with those
who need it the most.
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share
Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd
Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect with
Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

COVID-19 Resources

ONEGENERATION
-   Call 818-705-2345 for information about homebound delivered meals and grocery
shopping assistance for seniors.
- Drive-Thru Food Bank every Tuesday at 11 a.m. for older adults (60+).
-  Transportation services for seniors 65+. Please call 818-708-6614 for information.
LAUSD GRAB & GO CENTERS
-  Free meals for LAUSD students. Visit https://achieve.lausd.net/resources or call (213) 443-1300.
-  Mental health hotline to help students and families. Call 213-241-3840 for a consultation,
support and referrals, weekdays 6 am to 6 pm.

Beyond Depression: Fearless & Fabulous!
A FREE 6-week pilot program beginning June 1.

Let me share with you a skill set I wish I’d found sooner. Learn a unique
technique you can use to shift your way of thinking -- something I
wasn’t capable of doing before. With mastery of this technique and
habits best suited for you, you’ll regain power and possibility.

This 6-week program includes:

1. Weekly 45-minute one-on-one Zooms calls

2. Becoming confident in your ability to use this unique technique
to help yourself
3. Learning additional practices and discovering
the ones best suited for you
I’m offering this course for FREE because it’s a pilot
program that I’ve created to offer additional practices
particularly suited for those wanting to move
“Beyond Depression”.

To apply, email me by May 24 at:
bestlifecoachtobi@gmail.com
Tobi Coughlin, Certified Life Coach
May, 2020
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Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter,
Local Events Coordinator

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

The Valley Voice is published every
last Tuesday of the Month.

May, 2020
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Abortion Is Not Health Care, and
Amid Global Coronavirus Crisis,
It’s Not ‘Essential’

y six-month postpartum checkup got canceled.
My daughter’s age 5 wellness check, too.
Amid a global pandemic, determining what medical
care is indispensable for public health is critical to conserving
supplies and protecting health care workers.
For those of us who are healthy, preventive care — a
crucial part of overall public health in normal circumstances
— and medically non-urgent procedures are expendable
right now.
So I’m baffled by the debate raging over whether
elective abortions, which neither save nor prolong life in cases
involving healthy women, should be considered essential.
The obvious answer should be no, they are not.
That’s what the state of Texas determined, as did
Ohio, Alabama, Iowa and Oklahoma, until federal judges
intervened. In Texas, at least for now, the state’s temporary
ban on medically unnecessary abortions will stand.
In a predictable sequence of events, pro-life governors,
perhaps seeing an opportunity, moved to restrict abortions;
abortion-rights groups challenged them, arguing that even
during a worldwide crisis, one of our top national priorities
should be ensuring access to on-demand abortion services.
How banal.
The whole ordeal underscores a problem with the fact
that our courts, not democratically elected state governments,
decide where a woman’s right to be not pregnant ends and the
right of the life within her to exist begins.
It also forces us to consider, in a very unequivocal way,
whether abortion is health care at all.
It’s not.
By definition, health care is supposed to restore or
maintain health; to treat or prevent disease or injury.
Pregnancy is not an illness or a disease. On the contrary,
it sometimes results when our bodies are functioning as they
should.
That remains true whether the resulting baby is wanted
or unwanted.
Calling abortion health care, let alone “essential health
care”, requires what the National Review’s Alexandra
DeSanctis calls “a radical redefinition of health and medicine.”
What an inopportune time to be redefining medical care,
while thousands of health care professionals the world over

A

are working around the clock to fulfill the Hippocratic oath
in the most trying of circumstances. Some are being forced
to make impossible decisions about who receives care when
resources are scarce, about who lives and who dies.
It’s hard to square that with those who are promoting
procedures that intentionally leave one of two patients dead
every time.
Some have argued that the effort to conserve personal
protective equipment for medical workers is actually better
served by abortions because women carrying unwanted
babies will need prenatal care and that will siphon away
medical resources anyway.
That’s morbid — and wrong. There is currently no
recommendation for obstetricians and gynecologists to wear
protective equipment during outpatient visits involving
persons without COVID-19 or its symptoms. Telemedicine
appointments are possible for some prenatal visits.
And it’s odd to quibble over medical equipment being
used to preserve and protect life given the alternative.
Others have worried of increases in cases of rape or incest,
given an uptick of domestic abuse during state-mandated
quarantines. But according to the pro-choice Guttmacher
Institute, only 1% of women seeking abortion do so in cases of
rape; less than 1% of abortions are sought in cases of incest.
Those numbers are unlikely to change dramatically. If they
do, states can broaden exceptions.
I’m sensitive to the fears that our current economic
collapse will make children difficult for some to afford. But
“abortion to avoid economic hardship” is the refrain of
abortion proponents in healthy economic times. And an
unprecedented global crisis doesn’t buttress the contention
that the unborn should be extinguished until we’re better able
to afford them. We need the hope of new life more than ever.
Of all the things that could change during this pandemic,
how we view life’s inherent value should be one of them.
That is the argument for protecting the elderly and the
immunocompromised. Their lives matter.
Especially now, why shouldn’t that same reasoning apply
to the unborn?
Cynthia M. Allen is a columnist for the Fort Worth StarTelegram.)		
- Jewish World Review

AMA Chimes In
bit of levity.  Something to laugh about during these difficult times.

The American Medical Association has weighed in on Trump’s COVID-19 strategy:

- Allergists were in favor of scratching it, but the
Dermatologists advised not to make any rash moves.
- Gastroenterologists had sort of a gut feeling about
it, but the Neurologists thought the Administration had
a lot of nerve.
- Obstetricians felt certain everyone was laboring
under a misconception, while the Ophthalmologists
considered the idea shortsighted.
- Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while
the Pediatricians said, “Oh, grow up!”
- Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness,
while the Radiologists could see right through it.

- Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole
thing and the Internists claimed it would indeed be a
bitter pill to swallow.
- Plastic Surgeons opined that this proposal would
“put a whole new face on the matter.”
- Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the
Urologists were pissed off at the whole idea.
- Anesthesiologists thought the whole idea was a
gas, and those lofty Cardiologists didn’t have the heart
to say no.
In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the
entire decision up to the a--holes in Washington.
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Dear Neighbors,

Update from Councilmember John Lee
For the Valley Voice

W

e are about six weeks into the Safer at Home
emergency order in Los Angeles and I know life has
dramatically changed for all of us. I want to reassure
you that the City is doing everything it can to help support
individuals and families through this crisis. We passed an
eviction moratorium for residential and commercial tenants
impacted by COVID-19, and frozen rents in all rent-controlled
units during the emergency. The City and County continue to
work to increase COVID-19 testing and test centers across
the County (corona-virus.la to register for testing). The City
launched a meal delivery program for homebound seniors,
a small business loan program, and a fund to provide direct
and immediate financial assistance for individuals and families
experiencing extreme financial hardship. Everything we are
doing right now is focused on helping our residents so they can
stay at home safely.
In the last week, the novel coronavirus became the leading
cause of death in Los Angeles County, surpassing fatalities
from cancer, flu, emphysema, and heart disease. And although
this data point seems discouraging, I want you to know that
all the physical distancing and staying at home we have been
doing has and continues to make a difference. Thanks to Los
Angeles and California taking action early, we have thankfully
not seen the number of deaths like other major cities in the
U.S. and across the globe. And our healthcare systems have not

been overwhelmed as they have in other areas. As much as I
know we want these stay-at-home orders lifted, it’s not time
to let up. Not yet.
During these unprecedented times, I am so proud of
how our community has responded – individuals, nonprofits,
and businesses have all stepped up to help our most
impacted neighbors. I thank you. Over these last several
weeks, I have been using the CD12 community newsletter
to highlight these community serving partnerships, provide
important updates, and share information about resources
available to residents. I encourage you to subscribe to
the CD12 newsletter at www.CD12.org to get the latest
and follow me on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
CouncilmemberJohnLee.   
Finally, I would like to share two new programs that
I recently launched, in partnership with The Change
Reaction, to provide immediate assistance to residents
and small businesses of Council District 12: A Helping
Hand grocery assistance program for individuals facing
food insecurity, and the CD12 Small Business Angel Fund
for essential small businesses. funding for the programs
was made possible by a generous donation from Greg
and Jodi Perlman, founders of The Change Reaction.
 	
AHelping Hand is a grocery assistance program offering
grocery gift cards to residents of Council District 12 who are

experiencing food insecurity due to loss of job or income as a
result of the pandemic, and who may not be receiving other
forms of government assistance that are critical to weathering
the financial stress of the pandemic. The Small Business
Angel Fund is a unique, interest-free loan program for small
essential businesses located in Council District 12. In addition
to the loan, businesses will receive ongoing support, including
assistance restructuring lease obligations, credit assessments,
and a review of operational plans. Loan repayment terms
will be tailored to the borrower’s ability to repay and all loan
repayments will be deposited back into the fund to help more
small businesses. To be eligible, businesses must be located in
the Twelfth District, submit proof of 12 months of timely paid
rent through March 2020, and have submitted an Economic
Injury Disaster Loan Application to the U.S. Small Business
Administration. Applications for both programs can be found
at www.cd12.org.
The choices we make right now will determine
how this pandemic continues to unfold. We each have a
responsibility to ourselves, our families, and one another.
Let’s do our part and together, we will get through this.
And as always, please know that I and my staff are all
here and working to support our community. If you
have any questions or need assistance, please contact us
at 818-882-1212 or Councilmember.Lee@lacity.org.

COVID-19 Resources

ONEGENERATION
-   Call 818-705-2345 for information about homebound
delivered meals and grocery shopping assistance for
seniors.
- Drive-Thru Food Bank every Tuesday at 11 a.m. for
older adults (60+).
- Transportation services for seniors 65+. Please call 818708-6614 for information.
LAUSD GRAB & GO CENTERS
-   Free meals for LAUSD students. Visit https://achieve.
lausd.net/resources or call (213) 443-1300.
- Mental health hotline to help students and families. Call
213-241-3840 for a consultation, support and referrals,
weekdays 6 am to 6 pm.
LA AREA CHARTER SCHOOLS MEALS FOR STUDENTS
- Free meals to all students under the age of 18 at select
schools. Visit https://info.ccsa.org/student-meals-resources.

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY RESCUE MISSION
- Drive-thru food pantry at Northridge Fashion Center
by appointment only.   Visit https://sfvrescuemission.
org/pantry/ to sign up.
FISH OF WEST VALLEY FOOD PANTRY
- Food pantry of the Congregational Church of
Chatsworth open Saturdays from 12 to 5 pm. at 20440
Lassen Street, Chatsworth.
SOVA COMMUNITY FOOD & RESOURCE
PROGRAM
-  Food pantry at 16439 Vanowen St, Van Nuys. Open
Sundays from 9 am to noon and Monday thru Friday
from 10 am to 1:30 pm.
LAPD DEVONSHIRE PALS YOUTH CENTER
-   Meals for LAUSD students Monday thru Friday
from 9 am to 11 am at 8721 Wilbur Ave., Northridge.

NORTH VALLEY CARING SERVICES
-  Learn about NVCS’s food pantry and other services at
https://www.nvcsinc.org/programs.

MEET EACH NEED WITH DIGNITY (MEND)
- Food distribution on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 am
to 11 am at 10641 N. San Fernando Road, Pacoima. Call
818-897-2443.
LA REGIONAL FOOD BANK
-   To find a food bank near you, visit https://www.
lafoodbank.org/find-food/pantry-locator/.
BREAKFAST FOR FIRST RESPONDERS BY
MCDONALD’S
-  Healthcare workers, police officers and firefighters with
a valid ID or uniform are eligible to receive a free small
coffee and Egg McMuffin sandwich during breakfast
hours at participating McDonald’s restaurants in Los
Angeles County.

WESTFIELD DELIVERS
› CAVA
› GYU-KAKU JAPANESE BBQ
› JOEY
› MAGGIANO'S LITTLE ITALY
› VEGGIE GRILL
May, 2020
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5:30am-4:30pm M-S
6:30am-4:30pm Sun
Order thru the app!
818-583-6945

8am-9pm
60+ 7-8 am
Fresh produce
and meat!

9am-5pm
Mon, Tues,
Thurs & Fri
818-739-1508

10:30am-8pm
Call for curb-side
pick-up!
818-488-7588

Porter Ranch Town Center
9am-8:30pm M-F
10am-7pm Sat
11am-6pm Sun
818-831-2914

11am-8pm
Menu Online
818-831-3100

6am-6pm
11am-9:30pm 818-831-1122
3pm-8pm
Order thru the
11am-8pm Call for Specials!
7days/wk
app & pick-up. 818-831-2100
Tues - Sun
818-360-8884

11am-8pm
Call for Specials!
818-368-2305

12pm-10pm
Call for Specials!
818-831-2324

Normal hours.
Drive-Thru open!

We're still here for you.
@TheVineyardsLA on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

May, 2020
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