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Aliso Canyon Battle
Enters Third Year

D

ozens of protesters gathered at the entrance to the Aliso
Canyon natural gas storage facility near Porter Ranch
Oct. 23, calling for a permanent closure of the facility
that was the site of the largest methane leak in U.S. history.
Chanting slogans such as ``Shut it all down’’ and waving
signs shaped like tombstones, residents and members of the
Save Porter Ranch community group gathered in front of
the facility, arguing that people are still experiencing health
problems stemming from the 2015-16 leak and from the
facility’s continued operation.
Southern California Gas Co. and other state agencies
``swore up and down, they certified just a couple weeks ago
... that that facility is safe,’’ said Matt Pakucko of Save Porter
Ranch. ``Liars. Liars or incompetent? Which one is it?’’
The rally was held in conjunction with the second
anniversary of the massive Aliso Canyon gas leak, which
was discovered in October 2015 and continued emanating
methane until a Feb. 11, 2016, announcement that the leak
was capped. The leak poured an estimated 109,000 tons of
methane into the air.
At its peak, the escaping gas forced an estimated 15,000
Porter Ranch area residents to temporarily relocate.
Limited operations resumed at the natural gas facility in late
July with the blessing of state regulators. Efforts by Los Angeles
County officials to block the resumed operations failed in court.
Protest organizers said they want Gov. Jerry Brown to
order the immediate shutdown of the facility. The governor’s
office has said that Brown has directed state agencies to
prepare for the ultimate closure of the facility, although such
a move likely would not occur for about a decade.
``People are making sacrifices. This is a work day. It’s a
school day,’’ resident Craig Galanti said, motioning toward
the crowd that gathered at the facility. ``People are here. It’s
time for others to step up, because this could happen to you.’’
Protesters remained outside Aliso Canyon for
several hours, with some sitting on the roadway into the
facility. Law enforcement officials eventually declared the
gathering an unlawful assembly, and about a dozen people
were handcuffed and led away.

Still No Root Cause

Aliso Canyon
Update

Update: Three Crown Jewels of Development

W

The Vineyards, Toll Bros., and
Hidden Creeks

hile the gas leak at Aliso Canyon created a stigma for some people; most local residents and businesses have rallied
to support well-planned development which will add to the area’s social and economic resurgence. The three
most prestigious developments are; the Vineyards shopping center and luxury residential developments at Hidden
Creeks and many Toll Bros. residences. These are the three “crown jewels” and confirm the business community’s
confidence in our area. Here’s an update:

HIDDEN CREEKS: Hidden Creeks is an amenity-rich planned
community with 188 luxury homes adjacent to Porter Ranch, located
north of Sesnon Boulevard and westerly of Mason Avenue.
The development’s land plan was revised to address community
input; and the EIR was revised to include a detailed analysis of the
independent testing of the property during the gas leak. That testing
confirmed that there was no significant impact to Hidden Creeks.
(see adjacent interview for more details).
By Councilmember Mitchell Englander
The City is scheduled to release the Hidden Creeks EIR in
n October 23, 2015, the largest methane gas leak in early-mid November for a public comment period. Hidden Creeks
US history occurred at the Aliso Canyon Storage is expected to be heard at a City public hearing spring, 2018. Many
Field operated by Southern California Gas Company. interpret its approval as another example of the area’s renaissance.
Located in unincorporated Los Angeles County, the
TOLL BROS. Toll Bros., one of the finest home builders in the
leak released 100,000 metric tons of methane gas into the
atmosphere forcing thousands of families and residents nation has five active communities in Porter Ranch and is developing
from Porter Ranch and surrounding neighborhoods to three future communities. Toll Bros. has many homes selling for well
evacuate. Furthermore, the 112 day methane leak caused the over $1 million. Sophisticated upscale homes designed for smaller
temporary closure of two schools and impacted businesses lots are under development and will be available next year. These
and property values throughout the region. After several communities will create a greater diversity of choices for home
months, the well responsible for the leak was finally sealed. buyers. The sales of these Porter Ranch luxury homes is another
On July 31, 2017 the Aliso Canyon Storage Field indication of great confidence in our community. An exciting new
reopened with clearance from the California Department public park, designed with community input, our City Councilman
of Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Mitch Englander and the City’s Department of Recreation & Parks
Resources and the California Public Utilities Commission. is nearing groundbreaking.
On Saturday October 14, 2017, Dr. Jeffrey Nordella
VINEYARDS SHOPPING CENTER. The Vineyards are ripe!
presented an independent physician report regarding the
The development is a joint venture of Liberty Building Company
effects of the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak. His report tested
and Shapell Industries.
urine and hair samples of 106 Porter Ranch residents. Dr.
This $150 million, 345,000 square foot, open-air mix of retail,
Nordella claims that urine samples showed elevated levels
residential and commercial uses is at the corners of Rinaldi Street
of styrene and ethylbenzene, while hair samples revealed
and Porter Ranch Drive. City Councilman Mitch Englander
statistically significantly higher levels of uranium and
has envisioned the Vineyards as a, “communal space” with an
lithium “compared to averages in the rest of California as
“elegant design.”
well as the United States.”
Announced tenants include: Whole Foods Market and a
I submitted a set of motions to ensure that our community
Kaiser Permanente’s 50,000 square foot medical building. A movie
is safe and that those affected by the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
theater, diverse retail opportunities and quality restaurants are
continually have up-to-date resources and information and are
also anticipated. The opening of the first stores is scheduled for late
made aware of any issues during this crisis.
next year and a 120-room hotel and a 266-unit apartment complex
(Continued on page 10) will follow.
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Home Prices Soar
T

he median price of a home in Los Angeles
County rose by 9.5 percent in September,
compared with the same month a year
earlier, while the number of homes sold dipped
by 3.6 percent, a real estate information service
announced.
According to CoreLogic, the median price
of a Los Angeles County home was $575,000, up
from $525,000 in September 2016. A total of 6,921
homes were sold in the county, down from 7,179
during the same month the previous year.
In Orange County, the median price was
$710,000 last month, up 10.9 percent from
$640,000 in September 2016. The number of
homes sold rose by 4.6 percent, from 3,191 in
September 2016 to 3,338 last month.
A total of 20,956 new and resale houses and
condos changed hands in Los Angeles, Riverside,
San Diego, Ventura, San Bernardino and Orange
counties last month, according to CoreLogic. That
was down 12.9 percent from 24,055 in August and
down 1.7 percent from 21,325 in September 2016.
The median price of a Southern California
home was $505,000 in September, up 1 percent
from $500,000 in August and up 9.8 percent from
$460,000 in September 2016.
``The Southern California median sale price’s
climb back to the peak it reached more than a
decade ago reflects the region-wide strengthening
of home prices, which has boosted homeowner
equity and helped spur consumer spending and
economic growth,’’ said Andrew LePage, research
analyst with CoreLogic. ``In inflation-adjusted
terms, however, the region’s median in September
was still almost 13 percent below its 2007 peak.’’

WHY IS THERE SO MUCH
SUFFERING IN THE WORLD?
By

foc A

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

A

s a pastor, I’ve had many people ask me why there is so much suffering in the world. It
seems that on any given day, we can peruse the news and hear about one senseless tragedy
after another—shootings, natural disasters, political corruption, crime, and death. These
trials occur on a personal level as well. Perhaps right now you are grappling with a divorce, bad
news from a doctor, or losing something or someone important to you. Hardship and loss care not
about a person’s color, culture, gender, age, class, or culture. We all are susceptible to different
kinds of trouble in our lifetime.
So what do we do when we encounter inevitable hardships? Whenever a person is sitting across
from me with teary eyes, a broken heart, and deep questions, I’m keenly aware that suffering is not
easy to explain. But I try to encourage that person not to ask God, “Why is this happening to me?”
but instead, “How can I respond in a way that is honoring to You, Lord?” Here are a few ways we
can adopt this kind of response:
1. Fear God and shun evil. Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” It’s important that we are equipped with
wisdom whenever we are facing unexpected challenges, and the way to glean wisdom is first by
fearing—or, in other words, “revering”—God.
In the Bible, there is a man named Job who is one of the greatest survivors of tragedy the world
has ever seen. The Bible says in Job 1:1, “This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and
shunned evil.” Job was a very wealthy man who had seven sons and three daughters, thousands of
livestock, and numerous servants. One day, he is suddenly catapulted into a season of great testing,
spearheaded by Satan himself (Job 2:3-7). Job lost his fortune, family, health, and reputation in one
fell swoop. But look at Job’s response to his calamity: “‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord
be praised.’ In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing” (Job 1:21-22). Job’s immense reverence for the Lord and his holy habit of shunning evil is what allowed him to praise God
(instead of blame God) during such terrible times.

2. Remember where God is. My dear friend, Dr. Jerry Taylor of Abilene Christian University,
recently came to Shepherd Church and preached on 1 Corinthians 6:18-20. Verse 19 gives us an
amazing response to the question of where God is in the midst of tragedy: “Do you not know that
your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?”
Regarding this passage of Scripture, Dr. Taylor said, “The Holy Spirit resides in you. I’m glad
to know that God is not in some distant realm separated and isolated from His people who live
in this present world. Yes, God is beyond the azure blue, but He is also residing in you! He is in
outer space, but He also occupies your inner space.” God resides in each and every believer of
Jesus Christ and wants us to be His hands and feet, and His love and compassion, in all situations.
3. Don’t lose hope. No matter how dark or how bleak a tragic event or difficult season might
be, never ever lose hope. The Book of 1 Peter is a letter written by the Apostle Peter to Christians
in the first century who were facing intense persecution. The letter begins in verse three and four,
not with fearfulness or complaining or commiserating, but with praise! Peter wrote, “Praise be to
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that
can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you…”
Believers are reminded that, no matter what we may endure, we having a living hope in Jesus
Christ, and the ultimate hope of receiving an inheritance—which is an eternity spend in Heaven
with Him.
Trials can test and mature us, and they can strengthen our faith. While we may not always
understand human suffering of God’s plan, we can take comfort in the truth that God is
good. He is just. He is light. He is love. And He is near.
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDownBook.com) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which
has campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the West Valley. You can connect with
Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
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By Victor Davis Hanson

lmost a half-century ago, in 1968, the United States seemed
to be falling apart.
The Vietnam War, a bitter and close presidential
election, antiwar protests, racial riots, political assassinations,
terrorism and a recession looming on the horizon left the
country divided between a loud radical minority and a silent
conservative majority.
The United States avoided a civil war. But America
suffered a collective psychological depression, civil unrest,
defeat in Vietnam and assorted disasters for the next decade -until the election of a once-polarizing Ronald Reagan ushered
in five consecutive presidential terms of relative bipartisan
calm and prosperity from 1981 to 2001.
It appears as if 2017 might be another 1968. Recent
traumatic hurricanes seem to reflect the country’s human
turmoil.
After the polarizing Obama presidency and the contested
election of Donald Trump, the country is once again split in
two.
But this time the divide is far deeper, both ideologically
and geographically -- and more 50/50, with the two liberal
coasts pitted against red-state America in between.
Century-old mute stone statues are torn down in the
dead of night, apparently on the theory that by attacking the
Confederate dead, the lives of the living might improve.
All the old standbys of American life seem to be eroding.
The National Football League is imploding as it devolves into
a political circus. Multimillionaire players refuse to stand for
the national anthem, turning off millions of fans whose former
loyalties paid their salaries.
Politics -- or rather a progressive hatred of the provocative
Donald Trump -- permeates almost every nook and cranny of
popular culture.
The new allegiance of the media, late-night television,
stand-up comedy, Hollywood, professional sports and
universities is committed to liberal sermonizing. Politically
correct obscenity and vulgarity among celebrities and
entertainers is a substitute for talent, even as Hollywood is
wracked by sexual harassment scandals and other perversities.
The smears “racist,” “fascist,” “white privilege” and
“Nazi” -- like “commie” of the 1950s -- are so overused as to
become meaningless. There is now less free speech on campus
than during the McCarthy era of the early 1950s.
As was the case in 1968, the world abroad is also falling
apart.
The European Union, model of the future, is unraveling.
The EU has been paralyzed by the exit of Great Britain,
the divide between Spain and Catalonia, the bankruptcy of
Mediterranean nation members, insidious terrorist attacks
in major European cities and the onslaught of millions of
immigrants -- mostly young, male and Muslim -- from the
war-torn Middle East. Germany is once again becoming
imperious, but this time insidiously by means other than arms.
The failed state of North Korea claims that it has nucleartipped missiles capable of reaching America’s West Coast -and apparently wants some sort of bribe not to launch them.
Iran is likely to follow the North Korea nuclear trajectory.
In the meantime, its new Shiite hegemony in the Middle East
is feeding on the carcasses of Syria and Iraq.
(Continued on page 9)
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More Left-Right
Differences
By Dennis Prager

I

n 2011, after 899 issues and 73 years of publication, Superman, the most
famous American comic book character, announced that he was renouncing
his American citizenship.
“I intend to speak before the United Nations tomorrow and inform them that I am
renouncing my U.S. citizenship,” Superman announces. He then adds, in reference to
his famous motto: “Truth, justice and the American way — it’s not enough anymore.”
After a national uproar, the comic publisher announced that this theme would
not be revisited in any future edition of the comic. But an important point was made.
To the liberal publishers of Superman, the hero’s American identity just didn’t feel
right. Maybe that was what people wanted from 1938 to the late 20th century. But
this national identity stuff has got to go. We should all be world citizens.
This example illustrates a primary difference between left and right: their
respective views of nationalism and national identity.
The rejection of national identities began with the founder of leftism, Karl
Marx. He ends his major work, “Das Kapital,” with the famous left-wing motto,
“Proletariat of the world, unite; you have nothing to lose but your chains.” Marx
regarded national identities as backward and useless. In his view, the only identities
that mattered were class identities — the working class and the ruling class. If
a worker thought of himself first as a German or Englishman, rather than as a
worker, Communism would never be achieved.
The rejection of nationalism in Europe became mainstream after World War I.
Many Europeans, especially among the intellectuals, concluded that the unprecedented
loss of life caused by the Great War was a result, first and foremost, of nationalism.
They concluded that Europeans slaughtered each other for nothing more than a flag
By Bernard Goldberg
and a national identity. Therefore, the argument went, by abolishing nationalism, war
t started as a one-man protest during the 2016 NFL season. Colin Kaepernick, the San Francisco could be abolished. That is the belief that led to the creation of the European Union:
49ers quarterback, refused to stand during the National Anthem to make a point about what he The more Europeans identified with Europe rather than with a particular country the
less likely were the chances of war between European countries.
saw as racial injustice in America.
A few other players joined the protest, but only a few. Then, at a September political rally in
Alabama, out of nowhere, President Trump decided to pour gasoline on the bonfire. He called players 				*		*		*
In the United States, however, a national American identity has always been a
who kneel during the anthem SOBs and said they should be fired. The battle lines were drawn.
And when the NFL decided last month to continue to let players “take a knee” during the anthem major part of what it means to be an American. The three pillars of Americanism,
without also taking a penalty, the president tweeted: “The NFL has decided that it will not force constituting what I have called the “American Trinity” — are found on every
American coin and banknote: “Liberty,” “In God We Trust” and “e pluribus unum.”
players to stand for the playing of our National Anthem. Total disrespect for our great country!”
Now, even a football field on a Sunday afternoon is a political war zone. More polarization is just The latter is Latin for “out of many, one.” Because America has always been a nation
of immigrants, it has no ethnic identity. Therefore, unlike almost all other nations,
what we need in America, right?
None of this, of course, is good for the NFL’s business. Over the first six weeks of the season, America could not depend on an ethnic identity to keep its people together. In fact,
TV ratings were down 7.5 percent over last year - and down 18.7 percent over 2015 (which, the NFL if all Americans retained their ethnic identities, America would simply splinter. So a
blames on competition from the presidential race). Some fans are staying home, leaving seats empty; non-ethnic American national identity had to be forged and preserved.
To this day, foreigners in the United States are struck by how patriotic Americans
some are boycotting NFL merchandise.
After meeting with players and league executives, NFL commissioner Roger Goodell told are in comparison to whatever country they come from. They marvel, for example,
reporters, “We believe everyone should stand for the national anthem - that’s an important part at the fact that before almost every sporting event — from professional down to high
of our policy. It’s also an important part of our game that we all take great pride in. And it’s also school — the American National Anthem is played and/or sung.
Conservatives wish to conserve all these manifestations of American patriotism
important for us to honor our flag and our country, and we think our fans expect us to do that. So that
and
nationalism
because they believe a sense of national unity is essential to the political
is something we continue to focus on this morning but really talking a lot about the opportunity that
exists for our players to try to go and really make a difference in our communities in a positive way.” and social health of the country. On the other hand, the American left, like the left in
But if NFL players really want to make a difference in their communities in a positive way, they Europe, is opposed to nationalism, and it generally finds patriotic expressions corny at
might take a knee to protest the epidemic of fatherlessness in black America. More than 70 percent best and dangerous at worst.
This is easily seen. Just visit conservative and liberal areas on July Fourth,
of African American babies are born out of wedlock, a staggering number that often leads to poverty
America’s
Independence Day. You will see American flags displayed throughout
and its many attendant problems.
conservative areas and virtually none displayed in liberal areas such as
Manhattan, or Santa Monica or Berkeley, Calif.
					*		*		*
Left-wing opposition to American nationalism is exemplified by the left’s
Or they might take a knee to protest the senseless carnage we see in places like Chicago, embrace of “multiculturalism” — the cultivation of all ethnic and racial identities
where young black men with guns are doing much more damage to other young black men than except American. It has even reached the point wherein some American colleges
a relatively few bad cops have done.
no longer display the American flag.
In lieu of an American national identity, the left prefers an international identity.
And what if players took a knee to make a statement about black kids who drop out of high
Thus, ideally, United Nations authority would supersede American authority, and
school and then have little hope for success in a country that puts a premium on education?
George Orwell said that, “All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.” the World Court would supersede American courts. To conservatives, such ideas are
anathema because, in addition to subverting American sovereignty, the United Nations
Apparently the same is true about protests in the NFL.
The NFL says players “should” stand for the national anthem but won’t impose a rule against has not done nearly the amount of good in the world that the United States has.
That’s why the liberals at DC comics had Superman renounce his American
taking a knee. The league is trying to thread the proverbial needle: give the protesting players
citizenship (at the United Nations, no less). In their view, Superman is now even more
what they want without further alienating the fans.
super. In conservatives’ view, the renunciation is kryptonite.
In football, that’s what they call a Hail Mary.
© 2017 Bernard Goldberg
© 2017 Creators Syndicate

If NFL Players Really Want to Make
A Difference in Their Communities . . .

I

November 2017

For Advertising Rates, Visit

www.evalleyvoice.com

Page 3

Dr. Nordella’s Findings

Largest Methane Blow
Out in U.S. History What You Should Know!

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This article has been edited due to the length of the report – over 130 pages, and the Valley Voice
had no part in its preparation. It is the project of local doctor, Jeffrey B. Nordella, M.D. He graduated from UC San
Diego (B.S. Human Biology, and UCLA – M.D., and has been a primary care physician/clinician for 33 years).

“

"This could be Heaven or this could be Hell."

Ten Questions to Forestar

H

Hidden Creeks EIR–
Circulates to Public

Poison is in everything, and nothing is without poison. The dosage makes
it either a poison or a remedy.”   - Paracelsus, the “Father of Toxicology,” 1493-1541

 	
* 100,000 plus metric tons of methane gas. By volume, this amount is 220 times greater
than the oil released during the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
* 16 weeks of uncontrollable release.
HOW TOXINS ENTER THE BODY
       * Inhalation   *Absorption (skin)   *Ingestion
- Approximately 50% converted by liver into carcinogens >Metabolized in the bone
marrow >Stored in fat and re-released later >Smoking and alcohol increase risk
 	 CLINICAL & TOXICOLOGY STUDY – PHASE 1 – Initiated January 2016, performed
by an M.D., 52 patients, ages 40-60. HEALTH PROBLEMS:
Cough (greater than 4 weeks, 79%; Headache, 77%; Nose bleeds, 34%; Dizziness, 28%;
Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 23%; Eye irritation, 13%; Rash, 12%.
OTHER SYMPTOMS: Tingling of hands and mouth; feeling unfocused; forgetfulness;
dry mouth; laryngitis or change of voice; upper airway congestion; joint and body pain.
PHASE 2 – STATS (January 2017)
New patients, 72; ages, 13-91.
Headaches, 60%; Fatigue, 55%; Cough, 51%; Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 42%;
Nosebleeds, 31%. (One year later, health problems still persist).
Other symptoms – rash, laryngitis, sore throat, memory loss, depression, hair loss, body
pain, palpitations, vertigo, insomnia.
 	 Toxicology study was performed on urine and hair samples by a lab in Kansas City, Ks.,

idden Creeks, the planned residential community situated north of Sesnon Boulevard,
westerly of Mason Avenue will be taking a major step forward when the city releases its
Environmental Impact Report. Valley Voice is pleased to publish an interview with the
developer’s representative Michael Sanders and their attorney Wayne Avrashow.
1. Valley Voice: “How would you summarize your vision for Hidden Creeks?”
Sanders: “Forestar designed Hidden Creeks as an upscale community. We balanced
the competing community interests that live and work in the Chatsworth-Porter Ranch area.
am initiating a epidemiology study within the Porter Ranch community, which will be
There will be 188 homes on large lots, of which 25 are for equestrian uses, a 16 acre public park
looking at unusual illnesses, including but not limited to cancer.
improved at no public cost, and over 130 acres of newly accessible open space with miles of
It is clear we cannot rely on the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.
trails for equestrians and hikers.”
There are no other agencies that are reaching out to answer these much-needed questions.
2. Valley Voice: “What is the status of the Hidden Creeks EIR?”
Your personal information will not be released in any form or fashion publicly. There
Avrashow: “The EIR was previously circulated but has been updated. We expect the city will be no HIPAA violations, and there will be no negative impact on your active gas leak
to release the updated EIR in November. The City reviewed each section, hundreds of pages litigation.
and the city’s environmental consultant revised where necessary.”
Some of the information you submit may not be pertinent, but please let me be the
		 3. Valley Voice: “What are the most important revisions to the EIR?”
judge of that. A questionnaire will soon be posted on Facebook. Please share it within the
Sanders: “There were three sections revised in depth; the Alternatives which includes community. The more people/patients that are involved the more accurate the study.
Alternative IV with Sesnon Boulevard as the primary access instead of Mason Avenue. This
Thank you,
alternative creates far less environmental impacts. The Greenhouse Gas Emissions and the
J. Nordella M.D.
Hazardous Materials Section which includes a detailed analysis of the impacts to Hidden
Creeks from the Aliso Canyon gas leak. The traffic reports were also updated.”
and doctor’s data in the Chicago area, and other outside labs to remove any bias or political
4. Valley Voice: “Was the gas leak mentioned in the EIR?”
influence.
Avrashow: “The EIR was first circulated years before the October 2015 gas leak. The
…The anomalies of certain chemicals found in the samples were significant. This group
updated EIR fully analyzes Hidden Creeks and the Aliso Canyon facility, and includes results was uniquely different than other similar testing we have done…therefore, we strongly
of independent testing conducted on site during the leak. Hidden Creeks was not materially suggest further investigation into these findings.’
impacted as the Porter Ranch homes that are downwind from the facility. Here’s the conclusion     --GREAT PLAINS LABS, INC.
from the scientific report, ‘No significant risk of adverse human health impacts to future residents  	 TOXINS IN URINE
After being ingested, toxins are metabolized by the liver, dumped into the blood stream,
in Hidden Creeks site from either a leak at SS-25 or hypothetical well closer to Hidden Creeks.’”
cleared by the kidneys, and collected in the urine. These findings were collected from
5. Valley Voice: “What were past city actions and what is the next step?”
106 patients, ages 3 to 79. What was found? Evidence of the metabolism of styrene and
Avrashow: “Hidden Creeks has been recommended or approved at every City hearing.
ethylbenzene – phenylglyoxylic acid (“PGO”). This indicated that local PGO levels are much
The city’s Adjustment Boundary Review Board recommended annexation; the Planning higher than the rest of California.
Commission recommended approval of the discretionary filings and EIR; and the Planning
Styrene is a derivative of benzene, a known carcinogen, especially in case of eye contact
Department approved the tentative tract map, the CUP for the equestrian facility and EIR. – also in case of skin contact, ingestion and inhalation. Chronic exposure leads to tiredness,
Those last approvals were appealed. After the EIR is finalized, Hidden Creeks will return to the lethargy, memory deficits, headaches and vertigo.
Planning Commission early next year to address the appeals.”
Hair Samples (to test for uranium, lithium, others)
6. Valley Voice: “What issues did the appeals raise and how did you respond?”
   These findings were found from testing 103 residents, ages 3 to 80. Over 93% tested
Sanders: “The appeals were the catalyst to create a more environmentally sensitive, positive for uranium; 60% for lithium; 40% for molybdenum; 40% iodine; 35% silver; and
updated tract map. We greatly reduced the amount of grading, saved over 100 trees, expanded approximately 30% tested positive for tin, mercury, copper, vanadium, and strontium.
the undisturbed habitat areas and improved wildlife movement. There will be no public streets    Local uranium levels were reported twice that of the entire country and California. The
traveling through Gas Company property. Sesnon Boulevard is now the primary access and report indicates that external exposure to uranium 238 generally has no harmful effects, but
internal exposure can be toxic to organ systems, and mutates DNA.
not Mason Avenue.”
Avrashow: “The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy objected to the grading proposed    The report states uranium 238 accumulates in bone, liver, kidney, and reproductive
tissues – thus normal function of the kidney, brain, liver, heart ,
to extend Mason Avenue. The Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority objected to and other systems can be affected (renal toxicity is a major adverse effect of uranium).
the remedial grading in the adjacent Porter Ranch open space. The revised map avoids grading    Cancer risks are associated with the radon decay product and can increase lung cancer
of Mason, which will remain in its natural state; and we eliminated the remedial grading of the fivefold.
adjacent Porter Ranch area.”
7. Valley Voice: “Has the community been involved in your planning and design?”
Sanders: “We had an extensive community outreach program and received great ideas
from the Neighborhood Councils and others. Three quick examples are; the public park was
n Wednesday, November 8, I will be seeing patients at the following address: 19950
designed with softball fields for girls to fill a community void; the equestrian trails are located in
Rinaldi St. (yes, the same building), Suite 101D in Porter Ranch, (805) 444-6098.
common areas to ensure public access; and the development footprint was reduced fifty acres
They only had Wednesdays available, so we will start there.				
or 23%. The additional open space is part of our conservation plan to expand the habitat areas
- Jeffrey Nordella, M.D.
and aid wildlife movement.”
LITHIUM VALUES
8. Valley Voice: “How does Hidden Creeks fit into our community?”
  
Again, lithium values are significantly higher relative to control, about six times greater
Avrashow: “We’re proud Hidden Creeks is an integral component of what is now referred
than the United States and California. The 1929 soft drink 7Up originally contained lithium,
to as the “Three Crown Jewels” of development in the community–Hidden Creeks, Toll Bros. marketed as a cure for hangover, before being removed in 1948.
residences and the Vineyards shopping center.”
   Lithium’s health impacts include nausea, diarrhea, dizziness, muscle weakness, fatigue,
9. Valley Voice: “Any specific community benefits with the revised tract map?”
dazed feeling, fine tremor, frequent urination and thirst, and weight gain and swelling.
Avrashow: “The public park has closer public access since it is now located right off of
TOXIN VARIATIONS
Sesnon. The park is more scenic, as it is located closer to Brown’s and Mormon’s Creeks. It’s
*Time spent in the community (24/7); children who go to school in Porter Ranch; and
lower elevation will encounter less wind. We kept all of the great components: a tot lot, close adults who work from home.
*Distribution of the gases – as winds carry the gases to different locations.
parking, a basketball court, the three softball fields, and added a multi-purpose field that can
*Baseline health – pre-existing diagnosis’s hypothyroid, migraine headaches, heart
be a great soccer field.”
Sanders: “The existing Mountain Meadows Equestrian Center will be replaced with a disease, hypertension.
*Genetic makeup.
state-of-art equestrian facility. Perimeter equestrian/hiking trails will have public access and
Toxin results can also vary by home’s resistance factor: age of home; sealing around
the 25 equestrian homes will be able to take their horse from their backyard directly to the
windows
and doors (wood or other aluminum); roofing (exposure to outside environment);
trail. The public staging area will allow local equestrians to park their trailers for rides. Hidden
north/south
orientation of home; attached garage, time garage door to open, entrance from
Creeks provides significant fire-fighting resources for our first responders; including water
garage; and time percentage running of HVAC.
storage, fire staging areas, heliopads and fire hydrants accessible from Browns Canyon Road.”
10. Valley Voice: “Any comments on the future of the Aliso Canyon Facility?”
(Part 2 in our December issue). - Great Plains Lab’s Director is William Shaw. PhD., board
Avrashow: “We share the community’s outrage at all that occurred. We expect the facility certified in the fields of clinical chemistry and toxicology by the American Board of Clinical
to be either closed or be the safest facility in the country. The State must provide the proper Chemistry. Before he founded the lab, he worked for the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).
oversight to ensure a safe facility.”
November, 2017
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I am Back

CityWatchLA

President Garcetti? Surely You Jest
By Daniel Guss

L

os Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has a big problem. The “gelatinous one,” so named
because he will never give a straight answer (e.g. is LA a sanctuary city or not?)
wants to run for president, but both history and his resume say it will never happen.
Having spent most of his adult life as either an LA City Councilmember or Mayor,
and little else other than being a candidate for political jobs elsewhere, Garcetti is a birdie
who never flew the coop.
How’s that working out, LA?
Homelessness in LA, especially for veterans, isn’t something that suddenly got worse
when Garcetti became Mayor. But it has grown exponentially during the 4 ½ years he was
City Councilmember, the six years he was City Council president and the 4+ years he has
been Mayor. And it is getting worse by the minute. Garcetti carries more responsibility
than anyone presently in City Hall for not fixing it.
Replace the word homelessness in the above sentence with traffic, debt and pension
chaos, a dearth of affordable housing for the middle class, dwindling ridership on public
transportation despite his foolish “road diet,” not getting Farmer’s Field built or landing
the Rams, Chargers or the Super Bowl which will be played down the way in a few years.
He said he would try to get the Dodgers broadcast situation resolved, but didn’t.
Yes, Garcetti landed an Olympics. But not the one he wanted. If there is any glory
coming his way for that – and that’s a big if – it won’t be until years after he leaves office.
For a long while now, Garcetti has tried to escape LA City Hall, despite his
protestations that he loves his current job, including almost immediately after he was
elected Mayor in July 2013. Remember how quickly he vied to become President Obama’s
HUD Secretary? In July 2014, that job went to San Antonio Mayor Julian Castro, who
had 5 years of mayoralty experience under his belt by that time.
To Garcetti, LA has always been a stepping stone, but almost always a
mismanaged one.
During his stint as Los Angeles City Council president, the City Hall lawn became
a drug- and feces-infested disaster – with his blessing – as he told Occupy LA protestors,
“Stay as long as you need….we’re here to support you.”  

But just weeks later, Garcetti’s
welcomed guests created such a menace
and health hazard, the city unleashed
hundreds of LAPD officers on them
through the bowels of LA City Hall as the
property was closed down for months
with scores of workers in hazmat suits
de-pooping and de-needling it.
To add insult to injury, the 2011
City Council motion overseen by Garcetti that supported the Occupiers, resulted in your
paying out $2.45 million to them in 2015 for the LAPD’s abusive “shock and awe” methods.  
Even history outside of LA shows that Garcetti will not make the jump to the Oval
Office, try as he might.
American mayors almost never become president, but those who did (Grover Cleveland
and Calvin Coolidge) both had long tenures in New York and Massachusetts, respectively,
including state senate president, lieutenant governor, governor and, in Coolidge’s case, as
vice president of the United States.
The LA Times wrote that Garcetti is spending a lot of time in faraway places that a
prospective presidential nominee would go to be seen and heard. That is squandered time
and energy he should be spending here on LA’s problems as our Mayor, a job he says he
wants but whose actions show otherwise.
Whoever runs against President Trump – or perhaps President Pence – in 2020, it will
not likely be a Californian, since the nominee will need both accomplishment and appeal to
the Midwest, South and places not named LA and NY – and Garcetti lacks all of it.
The one thing Garcetti probably fears most is becoming the next Antonio Villaraigosa; a
former Mayor in search of his next gig, when he has little to show so far for his time in LA. But
like his predecessor, he may have to settle for corporate boards and lecturing at a university.
(Daniel Guss, MBA, is a member of the Los Angeles Press Club, and has contributed to
CityWatch.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abram

CityWatchLA

Amazon Has $5 Billion
to Invest in a Second
Headquarters City! Will
Business Unfriendly LA
Make the Cut?

SALE IN PROGRESS

L

ast month, Amazon announced that it was opening a
search for second headquarters city (HQ2) in North
America and was requesting proposals from interested state/province, county, and city governments by
October 19.
Amazon said that this new headquarters is expected
to grow to over 50,000 employees (with an average
compensation north of $100,000 a year) and that the
company plans to invest over $5 billion in this new
operation. This will “create tens of thousands of jobs in
construction and related industries, and generate tens
of billions of dollars in additional investment in the city
where Amazon HQ2 is located.”
This will result in a feeding frenzy in metropolitan
areas across the country, Canada, and Mexico, including
in the City of Los Angeles where Mayor Eric Garcetti
said that “LA is a perfect place for a company like
Amazon to find talented workers.”
The City of Los Angeles meets many of Amazon’s
stated preferences. As the second largest city in the
country, we have “concentration of talent,” especially
software engineers, that is supported by a strong
university system (USC, UCLA, and Cal Tech, second
only to Cambridge, Massachusetts). We also have
an “international airport that has daily direct flights
to Seattle, New York, San Francisco/Bay Area, and
Washington, DC” as well as to Asia and Europe.  
Unfortunately, the business unfriendly environment
of our City and State and the adversarial attitudes of
our elected officials toward business executives make it
unlikely that LA will become Amazon’s HQ2 location.
California has the highest income tax rate in the
country. This compares to no income tax in the State of
Washington, the home of Amazon. And it also has one
of the highest corporate tax rates, not a good incentive to
come to California.  
California is one of the highest taxed states in
the country, right up there with the basket cases of
Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York. And the State is
threatening to raise even more revenue to finance many
new initiatives such as affordable housing, universal
healthcare, and free college tuition. This is in addition
to the new $5.2 billion gas tax and the revenue grab
associated with the recent cap & trade legislation.
The City, in addition to a 9½% sales tax, also has
a very high gross receipts business tax that is unlikely
to be reformed because of the City’s need for cash to
fund its Structural Deficit, the repair of its streets, its
underfunded pension plans, and new labor contracts.  
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.
He is the President of the DWP Advocacy Committee and is
the Budget and DWP representative for the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council. )
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Dogs, Strangers and the Lord
By Dennis Prager

A

while ago a human-interest story from South Africa was reported internationally. As
described in the Wall Street Journal:
“On Aug. 4, Graham and Sheryl Anley, while yachting off the coast of South Africa,
hit a reef, capsizing their boat. As the boat threatened to sink and they scrambled to get off,
Sheryl’s safety line snagged on something, trapping her there. Instead of freeing his wife and
getting her to shore, Graham grabbed Rosie, their Jack Russell terrier. (One media account
reported that Sheryl had insisted that the dog go first). With Rosie safe and sound, Graham
returned for Sheryl. All are doing fine.”
Since the 1970s, I have asked students if they would first try to save their drowning dog
or a drowning stranger. And for 40 years I have received the same results: One third vote for
their dog, one third for the stranger, and one third don’t know what they would do.
In the Wall Street Journal column, Robert M. Sapolsky, a professor of biology and
neurology at Stanford University, reported about another such experiment:
“A recent paper by Richard Topolski at George Regents University and colleagues,
published in the journal Anthrozoos, demonstrates this human involvement with pets to
a startling extent. Participants in the study were told a hypothetical scenario in which a
bus is hurtling out of control, bearing down on a dog and a human. Which do you save?
With responses from more than 500 people, the answer was that it depended: What kind of
human and what kind of dog?
“Everyone would save a sibling, grandparent or close friend rather than a strange dog.
But when people considered their own dog versus people less connected with them — a
distant cousin or a hometown stranger — votes in favor of saving the dog came rolling in.
And an astonishing 40 percent of respondents, including 46 percent of women, voted to save
their dog over a foreign tourist.”
To his credit, Professor Sapolsky is not pleased with these results. He concludes:
“We can extend empathy to another organism and feel its pain like no other species. But
let’s not be too proud of ourselves. As this study and too much of our history show, we’re
pretty selective about how we extend our humaneness to other human beings.”
So, then, the most important question for human beings to ask is how we teach ourselves
to “extend our humaneness to other human beings.”
Or, to pose the question within the framework of the dog-stranger question: How do we

convince people to save a human being they do not know rather than the dog they do
know and love?
There is only one way.
We need to teach — as we did throughout American history until the 1960s — that
human beings are created in the Divine’s image and animals are not. That is the only
compelling reason to save a human being you don’t love before the dog you do love.
What we have here is the classic tension between feelings and values — or, more
precisely, between feelings and revelation (i.e., divinely revealed values).
All of us feel more for a being we love than for a being we don’t know, let alone love.
Therefore something must supersede our feelings. That something must be values. But these
values must be perceived as emanating from something higher than us; higher than our
opinions, higher than our faculty of reason, and even higher than our conscience.
And that higher source is the Divine.
Once again, let us be clear: There is no compelling reason to save the stranger first,
except for the assertion that human life is infinitely precious, and infinitely more precious
than that of animal life. Even those who vote to save their dog first live by this assertion.
After all, nearly all of them are meat eaters: They have others kill animals for their culinary
pleasure, but they would never countenance killing humans for their culinary pleasure. It is
only when their heart gets involved that they abandon their belief that the value of human
life is greater than that of animal life.
Without revelation, we cannot know what is right (we can have opinions and beliefs
about morality but not moral knowledge). And even if we could know what is right without
revelation, our feelings too often overwhelm that knowledge.
I, too, love my dogs. But I believe that GOD demands I save any of you first.
The results of all these polls provide examples of the terrible moral price we pay thinking
that secularism is as good a guide to moral behavior as revelation.
If you don’t believe me, pose the dog-stranger question to 10 people who believe Genesis
is divine writ and 10 people who believe the Bible is written entirely by men.
When you tally the results, you will feel safer swimming among religious Jews and Christians.
(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
© 2017 Creators Syndicate

Christians, Jews,
US, Israel
Bashed at UN
By Ron Prosor
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s a lifelong Israeli diplomat, especially when at the
United Nations, I took comfort in Churchill’s definition
of success, of “going from failure to failure without loss
of enthusiasm”.
But the past two weeks have yielded relative successes
regarding UNESCO.
The United States announced its withdrawal from
UNESCO, Israel followed suit, and the French candidate for
director-general of the organization won an unlikely election
victory against candidates from Egypt and Qatar.
UNESCO, the United Nations Organization for
Education, Science and Culture, was founded in 1945 to
bring nations together around liberal democratic values
such as education, equality, science, press freedom and the
preservation of world heritage sites. “Building peace in the
minds of men and women,” proclaims its slogan.
Yet it often poisons minds with the politics of conflict,
making peace further away. Anti-Israel obsession is a driving
force of its hypocrisy and incompetence.
UNESCO’s Israel-bashing frequently distorts history.
It declared Rachel’s Tomb a Palestinian Heritage site,
without acknowledging its Jewish significance. Last Israeli
Independence Day, it “celebrated” by stripping the Jewish
people of any historical claim to Jerusalem.
		

*		
*		
*
It is a strange approach – an organization ostensibly
dedicated to world heritage airbrushes out of Jerusalem’s
history the people who first built it. UNESCO has used its
worthy mandate to strip Jews of our eternal bond to our
homeland, to delegitimize our state.
In a credible organization such a victory should be a
given. That it isn’t helps explain why the US and Israel took
action.
The US has withdrawn from UNESCO before. In 1984, it
felt it had been hijacked by the Soviets and other dictatorships
to attack the west.
UNESCO, like many UN agencies, is dangerously
addicted to anti-Israel bias, its drug of choice. A narcodemocracy, its members are in hoc to those who push the
product most aggressively.
More countries need to ask if the taxes paid by their
hardworking citizens to fund these organizations is money well
spent, or if they’re bankrolling institutions that undermine
our interests and values.
But western democratic states are paying through the
nose only to get punched on the nose by those diametrically
opposed to western, democratic values.
If all UN members stand up against the hijacking of
UNESCO, it could be an important step towards giving the
world the international organizations it needs and deserves.
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Alemany Athletics

The Warriors Fall Sports Scene
By David Powell for the Valley Voice

Photo by David Powell

The girl’s volleyball team was a CIF-State Regional finalist in 2016. The 2017 team
appears to be continuing that success. Beginning August 22, 2017, the team had won 22
straight matches, including winning the Chatsworth Tourney by defeating Viewpoint in the
finals. Senior Renee Wheeler was selected as tournament MVP. The team followed this by
winning the Las Vegas tournament where Annah Rivera (selected to the 2016 All CIF Team)
was MVP, and S’Marra Riley and Renee Wheeler (also selected to the 2016 All CIF Team)
made the all- tournament team.
The 22 game winning streak ended with a loss to Marymount in league play. The team
bounced back and defeated Louisville HS. After defeating Harvard Westlake at home, the
Warriors lost a hard fought return match at the Harvard Westlake gym. After the game,
Head Coach Morgan Wijay said, “In our program there is no losing…. There is winning
and there is learning. We learned a lot from the game. We had a vision four years ago to
turn this program around. It’s been exciting to see all the hard work that has gone into
making that happen. Hard work can achieve goals. That is something I want my program
to remember no matter where life takes them.”
These are valuable words of wisdom from two Warrior coaches. They should have an
impact on their players in significant ways beyond the sports venues.

Photo by David Powell

T

he athletic program at Bishop
Alemany High in Mission Hills
is the focus of this month’s
column. Alemany fields teams in a
wide range of fall sports. Boy’s teams
compete in football, cross country,
and water polo. The girls are able to
participate in volleyball, cross country,
golf, and tennis. In addition to a
varsity team, many sports also have
JV and frosh teams. This allows more
students to participate and improve
their athletic skills as they work hard
to move up to varsity.
The varsity football team began
the 2017 season with a convincing 36-7
win over San Fernando HS. After
that opening victory, the Warriors
faced a very challenging schedule.
The next four games were all against
teams ranked in the top 25. Alemany
lost those games to powerhouses
– J Serra, Santa Margarita, Oaks
Christian, and Gardena Serra. The
Warriors split the next two games
against Mission League opponents.
A loss to Notre Dame (Sherman
Alemany volleyball tourney MVPs
Oaks) was followed by a victory over
Annah Rivera (#19) and Renee WheelCrespi by a score of 32-14. In that
game, quarterback Tripp Mitchell
er (#88) are a stong pair at the net.
completed a 65 yard pass play to
Jacob Perez for a touchdown. Running back Zachary Garcia had 17 carries and gained
106 yards. Upcoming games for the Warriors include facing Mission League teams from
Chaminade, Bishop Amat, and Loyola. Head coach James Washington and his assistants
are working to improve from last year’s 3-7 season.
Coach Washington knows what it takes to win, having been a member of the
Dallas Cowboys team that won Super Bowls XXVII and XVIII. In a CNBC interview,
Washington explains that he was lucky to have great mentors and people around him to
help him succeed. He relates that his high school coach taught him the importance of
consistency, timeliness, and respect. The coach and his assistant are passing those lessons
on to the players they are now coaching/mentoring (both on and off the field). One recent
highlight was an honor bestowed on senior defensive back Ely Doyle. Ely was selected
to participate in the Blue-Grey All-American Bowl. The game, pitting the East vs. West, will
take place at AT & T Stadium, home of the Dallas Cowboys. Ely has committed to Arizona
State after graduation.

Alemany Quarterback Tripp Mitchell (#12) hands off to
running back Zachary Garcia (#23).
Garcia rushed for 106 yards in the game against Crespi.
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Sherman Calls for Health Study
On Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

F

CityWatchLA

What Next for California’s
Sanctuary Defiance?
By Dan Walters

S

o California has declared itself to be a sanctuary for those who have entered the nation
illegally.
“This action protects public safety and ensures hard-working people who contribute
to our state are respected,” Gov. Jerry Brown said as he signed a package of bills aimed at
protecting at least 2 million undocumented residents from being detained and, perhaps,
expelled.
It’s California’s most dramatic “resistance” to President Donald Trump, at least so far,
and seems destined to provoke his administration, particularly Attorney General Jeff Sessions,
into a confrontation.
After Brown signed the bills, Trump’s top immigration official, Tom Homan, declared
that Senate Bill 54, the centerpiece measure, undermines public safety and “the governor
is simply wrong when he claims otherwise.”
SB 54 “will inevitably result in additional collateral arrests, instead of focusing on
arrests at jails and prisons where transfers are safer for ICE officers and the community,”
Homan, acting director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, warned.
Although Brown insisted on changes in SB 54 to enlarge the number of crimes
meriting federal immigration action, Homan’s position is bolstered by the state’s sheriffs.
“Although we appreciate the governor’s efforts to mitigate the most dangerous
provisions of SB 54, we are discouraged that this problematic bill has been signed into
law,” the California State Sheriffs Association’s president, Bill Brown, said, citing serious
crimes whose perpetrators will be protected.
Were federal immigration authorities to ignore California’s new sanctuary laws, it’s
difficult to say how the state would respond, or what the outcome would be. At the very
least, there would be litigation.
At its heart, the conflict is over whether one state can, in some manner, supersede
federal authority on an issue – immigration – that is clearly in the federal purview. Can
California, in effect, quasi-legalize those who entered the country illegally?
Eventually, the federal courts will have the last word – unless, of course, Congress and
Trump do something that should have been done years ago: enact comprehensive immigration
reform that would give otherwise law-abiding immigrants a pathway to legal status and/or
citizenship.
Democrats could have done it when they controlled Congress and the White House
but didn’t. A cynic would say that they preferred to keep the issue alive for political
purposes, such as organizing Latinos as a political bloc. But whatever the reason, they did
not follow through on promises to act.
Republicans could do it now, but a cynic would say they don’t want to do it because
illegal immigration is a motivating issue for their political base and they don’t want 11
million new voters who would certainly lean Democratic.
The most optimistic view is that California’s new sanctuary laws and the emotional angst
over undocumented immigrants who were brought into the country as children might generate
enough movement to make something happen – a grand bargain to make illegal entry more
difficult, but protect those children and their families from deportation and offer a
pathway of some kind to others.

ollowing the release of an independent health study by Dr. Jeffrey Nordella, which concluded
that Porter Ranch residents have uranium, lithium, and other chemicals in their bodies,
Congressman Brad Sherman is calling for a comprehensive, independent, long-term health
study on the impact of toxin exposures from the Aliso Canyon well blowout.
Nordella’s study revealed that of 106 patients whose urine was tested, 31 percent had a
presence of styrene at higher than average levels. Styrene is a derivative of benzene, a known
carcinogen. Chronic exposure to styrene leads to tiredness and lethargy, memory deficits,
headaches and, vertigo.
“The results of Dr. Nordella’s study only strengthen the need for a long-term health study
to be completed by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health,” said Congressman
Sherman, whose home was as close as any residence to the Aliso Canyon gas leak.
In 2016, the Los Angeles Department of Public Health completed a study focused on air
samples by testing dust samples inside homes. Officials found evidence of metals that were
consistent with those found at the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility site.
This is not the first time Sherman has called for a comprehensive study. In February,
SoCalGas reached a settlement with the Southern California Air Quality Management District
(AQMD) that shortchanged Porter Ranch. The settlement called for SoCalGas to pay $8.5
million, but only one million of that sum was to be spent on a comprehensive health study.
“An appropriate study of the injuries caused, and particularly the long-term effects caused
by the methane leak cannot be completed for one million dollars,” said Sherman. “One million
dollars is enough for a whitewash that declares that everyone is fine and no one should bother
SoCalGas again.”
Sherman continued, “Numerous air and facility tests over the past two years have shown
elevated levels of benzene, a known carcinogen. We can no longer sit on our hands while the lives
of thousands of residents of Porter Ranch are at stake”
Sherman is also renewing his call for stronger regulation of natural gas storage facilities in
Aliso Canyon and beyond.
“Now is the time to put in place stronger regulations that will work to prevent what
happened at Aliso Canyon from reoccurring anywhere in California,” said Sherman. “Just
because California’s standards for the storage of natural gas are stronger than those in other
states or federal standards, does not mean they are sufficient.”
First, Sherman urges the requirement of deep subsurface positive-pressure safety valves
on all active wells at subsurface natural gas storage facilities. Second, California must address
the “too big to fail, too big to exist” issue by mandating that when any major metropolitan area
is reliant on one storage facility for over 25 percent of its power, additional gas storage facilities
must be developed.
For nearly four months, Porter Ranch suffered from the largest natural gas leak in U.S.
history. More than 7,000 families were displaced from their homes and forced to relocate.
Two schools in the area were closed for the duration of the school year.
The most pessimistic is that California’s go-it-alone position will entice a tougher
response from the Trump administration and harden opposition to immigration reform
in the rest of the nation.
The issue has festered much too long, not only to the detriment of the undocumented,
but to society as a whole. California is particularly dependent on immigrant workers
for its multi-faceted economy and labor shortages in agriculture, construction and
other fields attest to how the threats of deportation have reverberated.
Enough is enough.
(Dan Walters has been a journalist for nearly 57 years, spending all but a few of
those years working for California newspapers. He has written more than 9,000 columns
about California and its politics.)
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SPONSORED

New “Blood” Needed
For CPUC, DOGGR

L

os Angeles County lost another bid to halt operations at the Aliso
Canyon natural gas storage facility near Porter Ranch, with the state
Supreme Court declining to review a lower court decision that allowed
Southern California Gas Co. to resume limited gas injections at the facility.
SoCalGas resumed limited operations at Aliso Canyon - site of the
largest methane leak in U.S. history - in late July after receiving clearance
from state regulators and a state appeals court. The appellate court first
issued an order blocking operations, but reversed itself a day later.
The Aliso Canyon facility had been largely out of operation since the
massive leak of late 2015 and early 2016 that forced thousands of residents
from their homes and prompted calls by some residents to shutter the facility
altogether. The leak was discovered Oct. 24, 2015, and continued emanating
methane until a Feb. 11, 2016, announcement that the leak was capped. The
leak poured an estimated 109,000 tons of methane into the air.
At its peak, the escaping gas forced an estimated 15,000 Porter Ranch
area residents to temporarily relocate.
On July 19, regulators from the California Public Utilities Commission
and the state Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources ruled that
SoCalGas could resume limited injections of natural gas into Aliso Canyon.
State officials authorized the facility to operate at roughly 28 percent of its
capacity, enough to prevent any power shortages in the Southland.
Attorneys for Los Angeles County went to court, arguing that state
regulators failed to meet all of the requirements needed to authorize a restart of the facility.
DOGGR ``has not addressed the substantial seismic risk of again injecting gas into
the Aliso Canyon facility, nor has it conducted a public hearing after completion of its
safety assessment,’’ the county contended in court papers. ``And, it has not made any
effort to comply with’’ state environmental requirements.

It’s 1968 All Over Again

(Continued from page 2)
Is the problem too much democracy, as the volatile and fickle mob runs roughshod over
establishment experts and experienced bureaucrats? Or is the crisis too little democracy, as
populists strive to dethrone a scandal-plagued, anti-democratic, incompetent and overrated
entrenched elite?
Neither traditional political party has any answers.
		 Yet for all the social instability and media hysteria, life in the United States quietly
seems to be getting better.
The economy is growing. Unemployment and inflation remain low. The stock market and
middle-class incomes are up.
Business and consumer confidence are high. Corporate profits are up. Energy production
has expanded. The border with Mexico is being enforced.
Is the instability less a symptom that America is falling apart and more a sign that the loud
conventional wisdom of the past -- about the benefits of a globalized economy, the insignificance
of national borders and the importance of identity politics -- is drawing to a close, along with
the careers of those who profited from it?
In the past, any crisis that did not destroy the United States ended up making it stronger.
But for now, the fight grows over which is more toxic -- the chronic statist malady that was
eating away the country, or the new populist medicine deemed necessary to cure it.
- Jewish World Review

My FOURTH Health Plan Died

C

By Michelle Malkin

ue the funeral bagpipes. My fourth health insurance plan is dead.
Last month, my husband and I received yet another cancellation notice for our private,
individual health insurance coverage. It’s our fourth Obamacare-induced obituary in
four years. Our first death notice, from Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, arrived in the
fall of 2013. The insurer informed us that because of “changes from health care reform (also
called the Affordable Care Act or ACA),” our plan no longer met the federal government’s
requirements.
Never mind our needs and desires as consumers who were quite satisfied with a
high-deductible PPO that included a wide network of doctors for ourselves and our
two children.
		 Our second death knell, from Rocky Mountain Health Plans, tolled in August 2015.
That notice signaled the end of a plan we didn’t want in the first place that didn’t cover our
kids’ dental care and wasn’t accepted at our local urgent care clinic. The insurer pulled out of
the individual market in all but one county in Colorado, following the complete withdrawal
from that sector by Humana and UnitedHealthcare.
				*		*		*
Our third “notice of plan discontinuation,” again from Anthem, informed us that the
insurer would “no longer offer your current health plan in the State of Colorado” in August
2016. With fewer and fewer choices as know-it-all Obamacare bureaucrats decimated the
individual market here and across the country, we enrolled in a high-deductible Bronze HSA
EPO (Health Savings Account Exclusive Provider Organization) offered by Minneapolisbased startup, Bright Health.
Now, here we are barely a year later: Deja screwed times four. Our current plan will be
discontinued on Jan. 1, 2018.
“But don’t worry,” Bright Health’s eulogy writer chirped, “we have similar plans to
address your needs.”
Riiiiight. Where have I heard those pie-in-the-sky promises before? Oh, yeah. Straight
out of the socialized medicine Trojan horse’s mouth. “If you like your doctor,” President
Obama promised, “you will be able to keep your doctor. Period. If you like your health
care plan, you’ll be able to keep your health care plan. Period. No one will take it away.
No matter what.”
Is pathological lying covered under the Affordable Care Act?
Speaking of Affordable Care Act whoppers, so much for “affordable.” Our current
deductible is $6,550 per person; $13,100 for our family of four. Assuming we can find a new
plan at the bottom of the individual market barrel, our current monthly premium, $944.86,
will rise to more than $1,300 a month.
This isn’t a “market correction.” It’s a government catastrophe. Premiums for individual
health plans in Virginia are set to skyrocket nearly 60 percent in 2018. In New Hampshire,
those rates will rise 52 percent. In South Carolina, individual market consumers will face an
average 31.3 percent hike. In Tennessee, they’ll see rates jump between 20-40 percent.
				*		*		*
Private, flexible PPOs for self-sufficient, self-employed people are vanishing by design.
The social-engineered future — healthy, full-paying consumers being herded into governmentrun Obamacare exchanges and severely regulated regional HMOs — is a bipartisan big
government health bureaucracy’s dream come true.
There are an estimated 450,000 consumers like us in Colorado and 17 million of us
nationwide — small-business owners, independent contractors and others who don’t get their
plans through group coverage, big companies or government employers. The costs, headaches
and disruption in our lives caused by Obamacare’s meddling meddlers are real and massive.
But we’re puzzles to corporate media journalists who’ve never had to meet a payroll and
don’t even know what is the individual market.
We’re invisible to late-night TV clowns who get their Obamacare-at-all-costs talking
points from Chuck Schumer.
We’re pariahs to social justice health care activists and Democrats who want us to just
shut up and subsidize everyone else’s insurance.
And we’re expendables to establishment Republicans who hoovered up campaign
donations on the empty promise to repeal Obamacare — and now consider amnesty for
immigrants here illegally and gun control higher legislative priorities than keeping their
damned word.
We’re the canaries in the Obamacare coal mine. Ignore us at your peril, America.
You’re next.
© 2017 Creators Syndicate
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LOCAL Events
Holiday Boutique

from 9:30-4:00. The library is located at 10640 Petit Avenue.

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church will be holding a
Holiday Boutique on Nov 3, Friday, 5pm to 8pm and Nov
4, Saturday, 9am to 1pm. Items for sale in the Boutique
include handmade gifts and crafts such as blankets, candy
bar novelties, baby blankets and bibs, aprons, embroidered
dish towels, toys, St. Stephen’s window note cards and more.
Free admission. The church is located at 15950 Chatsworth
Street in Granada Hills. Telephone: (818) 891-1759. Email:
info@ststephenslutheran.com. Facebook: Saint Stephen‘s
Lutheran Church.

Seated Yoga / Exercise

The Chatsworth Library holds free classes
every Wednesday and Friday at 10:30 AM. The video
classes alternate between seated yoga and seated exercise.
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street. For more
information, call (818) 341-4276.

Tiny Tots Storytime

Come and listen to Susan as she reads wonderful stories
to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 AM in the
Chatsworth Library, 21052 Devonshire Street. For more
Coffee with a Cop
Join the Los Angeles Police Department for a cup of information, call (818) 341-4276 or go to www.lapl.org/
coffee and a chance to meet your Senior Lead Officers branches/chatsworth.
and Devonshire Division’s Police Officers on Wednesday,
Free Movie Matinee
November 8, 10:00 am at Togo’s, 18080 Chatsworth St. in
On Thursday, November 30, at 1:30 PM there will
Granada Hills. For more information, call (818) 832-0633. be a free showing of Dunkirk in the Chatsworth Library

Temple Ahavat Shalom

Community Room. The movie is rated PG-13 and runs
an hour and 46 minutes. The Library is located at 21052
Devonshire Street. The movie is sponsored by the Friends
of the Chatsworth Library   Light refreshments will be
available. For more information, call (818) 341-4276 or go
to www.lapl.org/branches/chatsworth.

Christmas Boutique

Deadline for Non-Profits

Shop the possibilities at Temple Ahavat Shalom’s
Holiday Boutique, Sunday, November 19 from 10:00 am3:00 pm. With over 40 vendors selling fun, unique and
holiday themed merchandise, gift buying was never this
easy. TAS is located at 18200 Rinaldi Place in Northridge.
Phone (818) 360-2258 or visit www.tasnorthridge.org for
more information.
Our Lady of Lourdes Women’s Council invites you to
their annual Christmas Boutique and Bake Sale on Sunday,
Nov. 19 at 8:00am -2:00 pm at Stroup Hall, 18400 Kinzie
Street in Northridge (south of Lassen, east of Reseda). For
vendor information contact Ileana Plourde 818-618-0559 or
ollboutique@ollnr.org.

Used Book Sale

Aliso Canyon
Update

Granada Hills Library is holding a used book sale on
Friday, Nov. 17 from 9:30-5:00 and on Saturday Nov. 18

Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

(Continued from page 1)

As the Chair of Public Safety Committee, the
health and well-being of our residents is critical. My first
motion asks the Los Angeles City Health Commission,
with the assistance of the Los Angeles County Department
of Public Health, to report on the status of the health
study updates mandated by the settlement agreement
between South Coast Air Quality Management District
(SCAQMD) and Southern California Gas Company.
Further, I instructed them to report on the levels of
styrene, ethylbenzene, uranium, and lithium in the area
surrounding the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak as brought forth
recently by the independent physician report conducted
by Dr. Nordella.
Nordella’s report claims that lithium was detected
in the water of homes with LADWP water supply while
homes with non-LADWP water had no detectable levels of
lithium. While the actual report of this independent health
study has yet to be released, it is important that City look
into these allegations.
I also submitted a motion instructing the Department
of Water and Power (LADWP) report on any and all
testing conducted before, during, and after the Aliso
Canyon gas leak. I also asked that LADWP report on
lithium levels of the water in the areas around the Aliso
Canyon Storage Field and compare it to both the rest of
the City and adjacent municipalities and on the standard
guidelines of lithium levels.
With over 15,000 residents relocated, two schools
closed and dozens of businesses affected, it is unacceptable
that as we reached the two-year anniversary of the Aliso
Canyon Leak, we have yet to learn the root cause of the
largest leak in US history and are still only beginning to
learn its far reaching affects on our community.

The Greatest Libel Since
the Blood Libel

T

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

The Valley Voice is published every
last Tuesday of the Month.
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By Dennis Prager

he most infamous libel in history is the one known as
the Blood Libel.
This was the medieval lie leveled at Jews in some
European countries that accused the Jews of killing
Christian children to use their blood to make Passover
matzo.
As the author of a book on the history of anti-Semitism
(“Why the Jews? The Reason for Antisemitism”),
having taught Jewish history at the college level, and
as a committed Jew who has devoted great efforts
to combating anti-Semitism, I do not easily compare
anything to the Blood Libel.
But perhaps the second greatest libel — and certainly
the most widespread — is that America is a racist
country that oppresses its minorities — and women. We
can call it the American Libel.
Now, I hasten to add that no one is being tortured to
death as a result of this libel, as Jews were because of the
Blood Libel, and, of course, no communities are being
slaughtered as Jews were.
But the American Libel should be regarded as one of
the great libels of history.
That America today oppresses minorities and women
is as far from the truth as was Jews using Christian blood
for matzo. Indeed, no country in the world is so accepting
of minorities as fellow citizens as America. A thirdgeneration German of Turkish descent is still regarded
by most Germans as Turkish. But a first-generation
Turkish — or Nigerian or Chinese — immigrant to
America is regarded simply as one more American.
American Jews should be the first to denounce the
American Libel. No country in history has ever been as
welcoming, accepting and honoring of Jews as America.
American Jews are a living refutation of the American
Libel.
		
*		 *		 *
Did America oppress minorities? Of course, it did. But
the people who engage in the American Libel claim that
America oppresses minorities, and even women, today.
Take, for example, this morally odious statement
issued last month by the San Francisco 49ers NFL team:
“For more than a year, members of our team have
protested the oppression and social injustices still present
in our society.”
Or a column by a Muslim writer in the HuffPost:
“The oppression they (blacks) face is much greater
than the bigotry I (a Muslim) face. It is a racism and
oppression rooted in our culture.”
Last year, ESPN’s Paul Finebaum said on-air, “This
country has issues, but this country is not oppressing

black people.”
After being widely denounced, two days later
Finebaum felt it necessary to issue this abject apology:
“I could spend the rest of my life trying to talk my
way out of it, but I can’t. I blew it. I simply did not have
a good grasp of the situation. I know better. I’ve lived in
this country. I see what is going on all across the country
from North to South, East to West and I have no excuse.
... All I can say is that I made a terrible mistake. In trying
to express a feeling that I probably — not probably — I
had no right to express.”
The headline of a column by Washington Post
columnist Courtland Milloy:
“In America, racial oppression is not ancient history.”

"...vast numbers of nonwhites are being
raised to believe that America hates
them. This should be considered a form
of child abuse."
A headline of another Washington Post column:
“How blacks, oppressed by white supremacy, can find
a path to liberation.”
Such examples are endless. America oppresses blacks,
Latinos, women, gays and everyone else who is not a
white, male, heterosexual Christian.
It is a great lie. But it is the dominant narrative of the
society. And, as lies are the root of evil, this lie must lead
to something awful.
It has already begun to:
First, vast numbers of nonwhites are being raised
to believe that America hates them. This should be
considered a form of child abuse.
Second, the charge that America is a land of oppression
has utterly cheapened the word “oppression.” The truly
oppressed of the world will have to find a new word to
express their condition. If blacks and women in America
are oppressed, what word shall we use to describe the
condition of Christians in Iraq or Egypt? Of gays in
Iran? Of women in much of the Muslim world? Of the
Untouchables in India? Kurds in Turkey?
But worse is yet to come.
The Jews survived the Blood Libel. But America may
not survive the American Libel. While the first Libel led
to the death of many Jews, the present Libel may lead
to the death of a civilization. Indeed, the least oppressive
ever created.
(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based
in Los Angeles.)		
© 2017 Creators Syndicate
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CityWatchLA

Your Equifax Data is at Risk! Who’s
at Fault, Will They Ever be Punished?

E

Hollywood Never
Apologizes for
Ultraviolence

H

By L. Brent Bozell III

ollywood’s hypocrisy about Harvey Weinstein is only outdone by its hypocrisy
about gun control.
We still don’t know why Stephen Paddock unleashed his arsenal in an evil
attack on an outdoor concert crowd in Las Vegas on Oct. 1, killing 59 people and injuring
more than 500. But Hollywood’s glitterati seem to know, apparently. They quickly and
predictably jumped on Twitter and other media outlets to denounce the National Rifle
Association as a terrorist and demand “common sense gun control” that, as usual,
wouldn’t have stopped Paddock in any way.
So why does America have this problem with mass shootings? Will Hollywood ever
look inward on this question and explore its role? Four of the biggest box-office successes
in the week leading up to the shooting demonstrated the degree to which Tinseltown is
aggressively promoting a culture of gun ultraviolence in America.
Matt Philbin of the Media Research Center reported that an astounding 589
incidents of violence were featured in “Kingsman: The Golden Circle,” “American
Assassin,” Stephen King’s “It” and “mother!” And that’s just four movies. It gets worse:
There were no less than 212 incidents of gun violence, and the body count is at least 192.
In over 100 incidents of gun violence, some kind of automatic weapon is used (which is
why the numbers are undercounted — researchers literally couldn’t count fast enough).
There are plenty of other forms of violence as well.
“It” is the monster hit of the fall, with a reported domestic box-office take of $315
million and counting. The movie has only three gun scenes, but one features a penetrating
captive bolt pistol, which is traditionally used to stun animals prior to slaughter. Victims
are stabbed and bludgeoned, and the killer clown even bites off the arm of a little child.
“Mother!” includes an atrocious scene in which a crowd dismembers and eats a baby.
“Kingsman: The Golden Circle” was the No. 1 film that weekend. It’s the sequel to
the hyperviolent “Kingsman: The Secret Service,” which contained one of the grisliest
murder scenes that Hollywood has ever produced; in it, the antagonist activates some
kind of demonic neurological wave that causes church parishioners to slaughter one
another until they’re all dead.
				*		*		*
“Kingsman: The Golden Circle” includes 118 incidents of gun violence (70 of them
with automatic weapons) and another 164 incidents of other violence. Philbin lists the
instances, saying, “There are body slams, punches, explosions, ripping off limbs, ripping
out vocal cords, putting people in meat grinders, cannibalism, lasso violence, slicing
people in half and eyes randomly exploding from people’s heads.”
The Hypocrite in Chief of this production is actress Julianne Moore, who plays
the drug-lord supervillain. Moore went on Jimmy Fallon’s late-night show to receive
the usual love bombs. Fallon said, “’Kingsman’ alone is fantastic!” Moore responded:
“Thank you! It’s a fun movie, right? It’s really, really fun.”
Since the Vegas mass shooting, Moore’s Twitter feed has been stuffed with tweets in
which she attacks the NRA and demands gun control legislation. Naturally, nowhere in
this October Twitter festival is there any mention of her “really fun” hit movie.
The Hollywood Reporter, to its credit, asked Moore, “Do critics who accuse
Hollywood of glorifying gunplay have a valid point?” Moore shot back, “It is impossible
to be killed by watching a violent movie, but unfortunately, it is all too possible to be shot
and killed while sitting in a theater and watching any kind of movie.”
Hollywood might point the finger of blame for all this violence back on the audience,
and there’s merit to that argument. The “Kingsman” sequel won the weekend box office
for two weeks. Before that, “It” won for two weeks. And before that, the winner for three
consecutive weekends was ... “The Hitman’s Bodyguard.”
But does that exonerate Hollywood for feeding the beast?
Movie stars have no problem mudslinging against the NRA and blaming it for mass
shootings. But they have demonstrated a complete lack of moral introspection about
their own glamorization of over-the-top violence with guns ... and everything else. Until
they get serious about their own responsibility, they have no right to judge anyone else.
© 2017 Creators Syndicate
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By Paul Hatfield

quifax suffered one of the most significant data breaches ever, exposing confidential
information stored within its network. What’s more, three executives sold a fair slice
of their personal shares in the company after the event was discovered and before it
was communicated to authorities and the public. Oh, and the sales were not part of a 10b51 arrangement through the SEC. The purpose of this arrangement is to minimize the risk of
insider training by scheduling sales in advance.
The company claims none of its executives knew anything about the breach when they sold.
Section 302 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX) states that the CEO and CFO are directly
responsible for the accuracy, documentation and submission of all financial reports as well as the
internal control structure.
Every quarter, the CEO, CFO and others certify the effectiveness of the internal controls to
the SEC.
One of the executives who sold his stock was the CFO.
Chief Financial Officer John Gamble sold shares worth $946,374 on August 1, two days
after the hack was discovered. It is inconceivable that the breach was not escalated to his level
within 48 hours, given the responsibility he has under the law. I have seen less significant internal
control failures reported internally in that amount of time.
There will be investigations; if there was any cover-up, someone will talk, e-mail trails will
exist.
But will anyone be convicted? After all, no head of a major lending institution was sentenced
criminally as a result of the mortgage meltdown.
There is yet a bigger question: how many credit rating services do we need?
Would the nation suffer if Equifax ceased to exist?
Think back to earlier scandals such as Enron and WorldCom. Unlike Equifax’s, those were
of a financial nature, but poor internal controls set the stage for the fraud. SOX was passed by
Congress in response.
Both of those companies are gone. Are we worse off today without them?
(Paul Hatfield is a CPA and serves as President of the Valley Village Homeowners Association.)
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JOIN US!
Nov. 19: Open House

The ideal setting

for success.

Bishop Alemany’s spectacular 55-acre
campus inspires students to achieve —
academically, athletically, artistically,
and spiritually.
Our superb college preparatory
curriculum enables teens to lay solid
ground work for scholastic excellence
while developing strong core values
that last a lifetime.
Call today to schedule a tour.

Bishop Alemany
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence

www.alemany.org

Curriculum includes
4-year Engineering and
Biomedical Science
project-based programs
Our renowned Campus
Ministry department
teaches values, faith
and development of
the whole student
99% of our students
continue on to top colleges
and universities in the U.S.
and around the world

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345 • (818) 837-5222 • admissions@alemany.org
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WE WILL BE CLOSED
THANKSGIVING
DAY, THURSDAY
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OUR GREATEST

SALE
IN HISTORY

TAKE A LOOK Bakersfield, CA
AT US NOW! 8915 Rosedale Hwy, Bakersfield, CA 93312 • 661-588-7953

34 off
months
34
%

PLUS

‡‡

our entire
inventory

no interest* • no down payment
no minimum purchase

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 10/31/2017 to 11/27/2017. Equal monthly payments
required for 34 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges
are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

5000!!

$

Friday, Nov. 24th is your chance to WIN!
The first 300 customers will receive
a scratcher and 1 lucky winner at each
Ashley Cash Give-Away!!††
location will WIN BIG - $5000!

Greatest Sale
Giveaway!
SEE IF YOUR THE LUCKY
WINNER OF $5000!
SCRATCH HERE TO REVEAL!

††Scratchers hold no cash value. Minimum purchase of $99.
Cannot be applied to
previous purchases. Must be redeemed by 12/31/17.

STORE OPENS EARLY, BLACK FRIDAY, NOV. 24TH AT 9AM!

6YEARS

or

*

on our everyday low prices

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 10/31/2017
to 11/27/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 72 months. Ashley
Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery
charges are due at time of purchase. See below for details.

no interest* • no money down • no minimum purchase

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740

NOW
HIRING!
Sales
Associates

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfiels, CA 93312
661-588-7953

HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

LONG BEACH
West of the 605
in Long Beach
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980
MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420
MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA 92562
951-894-7988

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place
at Oxnard
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
714-558-5300

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across From Sam’s Club
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

“Se Habla Español”

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card.
No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be
rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit
approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If
you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances
on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
††Scratchers hold no cash value. Minimum purchase of $99. Cannot be applied to previous purchases. Must be redeemed by 12/31/17. ‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude TempurPedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and
cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing
specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors.
Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination
of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully
matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: October 31, 2017. Expires: November 27, 2017.
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