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L.A. Councilman 
Mitchell 

Englander 
Stepping Down

  

Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell 
Englander announced he will step down 
at the end of the year to take a job in the 

private sector.
 Englander has represented our 12th District 
in the San Fernando Valley since 2011, and has 
served as the council’s president pro tempore 
since 2013. His current term does not expire until 
December 2020.
 The councilman will be leaving to take a 
job with the Oak View Group, a global sports 
and entertainment advisory, development and 
investment company, as its new executive vice 
president of government affairs, effective Jan. 1.
 ``Serving on the Los Angeles City Council 
has been one of the most rewarding experiences of 
my entire life and has gone way beyond a career. 
I truly love what I do and who I work with,’’ 
Englander said. ``Recently, I was presented with 
an amazing opportunity in the private sector 
to work with some of the most brilliant and 
well-respected leaders in their industry. While 
I didn’t seek this out, sometimes tremendous 
opportunities find you.’’
 Englander ran for a seat on the county 
Board of Supervisors in the 5th District in 2016 
but failed to make the runoff in a crowded 
field, with Kathryn Barger ultimately winning 
the seat. He is the only Republican on the 
15-member, officially nonpartisan council.
 A reserve officer with the Los Angeles Police 
Department, Englander chairs the council’s 
Public Safety Committee, which oversees issues 
regarding the police and fire departments.
 ``Mitchell is extremely well-respected 
inside City Hall and well-liked all around 
the city. He brings with him a wealth of Los 
Angeles governmental experience and a fresh 
perspective. We are thrilled to welcome him to 
OVG,’’  company CEO Tim Leiweke and board 
member Irving Azoff said in a joint statement.
 Englander often spoke about how gun 
violence has impacted him personally. His uncle 
was shot and killed by gang members in 1994 
during a robbery, a crime that he said drove 
him into public service.
 Over the last year, Englander has pushed 
for rules restricting what potentially dangerous 
items can be brought to public protests, 
supported a linkage fee on developers for 
affordable housing, called for a faster timeframe 
on street and sidewalk repairs before the 2028 
Olympics and supported changes to the much-
debated Deferred Retirement Option Plan for 
police and firefighters. 
 Englander also pushed for tougher laws to 
crack down on illegal street racing, which has 
long plagued his district, and also for tougher 
regulations on the natural gas industry. His 
district includes the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility, the scene of a massive 2015-
2016 methane leak that displaced thousands of 
residents.
 ``Together, we’ve weathered horrific 
emergencies and tragedies from fires, to train 
collisions, the largest gas blowout in U.S. history, 
and more,’’ Englander said. ``Throughout these 
crises, our community always came together -- 
never running away from, but always toward 
danger in order to help each other. We became 
even stronger.’’

CityWatchLA

Two Evils Facing Voters: The Dems and the GOP
By Richard Lee Abrams

The Dems are certain that all Trump supporters are vile White racists and the GOP is convinced that all Dems are snowflakes who 
would turn the country into a Socialist nightmare.
 Since neither side has any use for facts or rational thought, they 

only dwell on the evils of The Other. 
 WESTERN CIVILIZATION IS BUILT ON FEAR AND 
HATRED OF THE OTHER 
 Although we like to think nice thoughts about ourselves, a lot 
of our civilization is based on fear of The Other, upon our hatred of 
The Stranger. In most instances, fear fuels the hatred. It probably 
doesn’t require a Freudian to realize that we project our own inner 
fears onto strangers and develop a hatred to justify those projections. 
Quite often, we fear and hate people we do not know.  
 The most dangerous development is how we have turned fellow 
Americans into The Other who needs to be feared. Our neighbors 
have become the Stranger in the mythologies of both political parties. 
 AMERICANS SEE OTHER AMERICANS AS THE 
STRANGER 
 Abraham Lincoln noted that a “house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” Increasingly we are turning our fellow citizens into 
the dangerous Stranger who must be vanquished. That is always 
the outcome of Group Rights, e.g. White Supremacy and Identity 
Politics. 
 According to Dr. Libbe Hale’s “The Archetype of the 
Stranger Contemporary American Culture,” the “…American 
public is, at present, denying the reality of the archetype of the 
stranger by generating two coinciding national myths, that of 
the evil stranger, the rapist and/or kidnapper, and that of the 
good stranger, the celebrity.” 
 The Dems, on the other hand, are fashioning the Whites to be 
the Stranger to be feared. The Whites have become the evil force to 
be destroyed. Not only do the Dems promise to wipe out the White 
majority as soon as the nation has enough minorities to vote Whites 
into oblivion, but the character of individual White person will not 
matter. They are all decreed to be evil due to White Entitlement – a 
form of original sin for which there is no redemption. 
 BOTH THE DEMS AND THE GOP AGREE ON ONE THING 
 Both Dems and GOP believe they are alone in being right 
and the other one is evil. The reality is that both pose a lethal 
threat to America. Unless we stop this incipient civil war, the 
nation will not survive. 
 WE DO HAVE COMMON CORE 
 The Declaration of Independence promises that every 
individual has inalienable rights including life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. If “We, the People” are to be true to our 
founding values, we must treat each person with respect based upon 
his/her own character and not due to hue of his skin or national 
origin of ancestors. As a nation we need to shun emotionalism as a 
guiding emotion. Most Dems and the GOP are leading us towards 
disaster. 

Taxes! Enough 
Already!
By Jack Humphreville

The City, the County, and the State are hauling in record 
revenues totaling almost $250 billion, including over $40 
billion from the four million residents of the City of Los 

Angeles. But it is never enough as the State has placed on the 
ballot measures to authorize $14 billion in bonds while the 
County is asking us to approve the $300 million Rain Tax to fund 
stormwater projects (measure W). 
 No wonder California is one of the highest taxed states in 
country, right up there with the economic basket cases of New 
Jersey, New York, and Connecticut. 
 The City has been hard at work raising our taxes since 
2016.  These include the higher taxes on our DWP electricity bills 
that will reach $150 million at the end of the current rate action.  
The City passed a $100 million linkage fee to fund affordable 
housing.  
 Voters also approved the issuance of $1.2 billion in bonds to 
finance permanent supportive and affordable housing (Measure 
HHH).  The average annual cost of HHH is estimated to be $75 
million a year over a 30-year period.  
 The three City taxes total $325 million a year. 
 Over the last two years, County voters have approved 
a $100 million parcel tax to benefit parks (Measure A) and a 
$350 million, quarter of cent increase in our sales tax to provide 
services to the homeless (Measure H).  We have also approved 
a $750 million, half cent increase in our sales tax to fund the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Measure M), increasing 
Metro’s tax revenue to $3 billion.  
 The three County taxes total $1.2 billion a year.  The $300 
million Rain Tax will increase the total to over $1.5 billion a year. 
 The State has gone crazy, raising $13.6 billion a year in 
taxes over the last two years.  This includes $7 billion under Prop 
55 (Soak the Rich income tax surcharge), $1.4 billion under Prop 
56 (Cigarette Tax), and the $5.2 billion Gas Tax that is the subject 
of Prop 6, Repeal the [regressive] Gas Tax.  
 Voters have also approved $20.5 billion in bonds, 
including a $9 billion education bond in 2016 (Prop 51), 
$4 billion for parks and water (Prop 68 in June), and $7.5 
billion for water projects in 2014 (Prop 1).



Since its release in 2006, a self-help book called The Secret has sold more than 19 million 
copies worldwide and has been translated into over forty-six languages. The premise 
of the book is that you can create whatever you want by using the power of your 

mind. It is a self-centered philosophy that is actually nothing more than recycled 
Hinduism and New Age folly. Many people think if Oprah endorses something, 
that makes it okay.

According to the book, to attract your perfect weight you just think it in 
your mind and then you become it! (Oh, if that only were true—I would have 
six-pack abs and a full head of hair!) The book also suggests that everyone has 
his or her own personal genie standing by with a “your wish is my command” 
policy. I want to share with you what one fan of The Secret wrote—not to poke 
fun, but to demonstrate how far the world has come in creating substitutions for 
a relationship with Christ:

The one thing that stuck with me was the Genie. I immediately felt a 
connection to this concept. I drew a Genie with a handsome face, a look of 
satisfaction and a perfect body to compliment it. 

He is there in my room on the wall and he is like the most perfect thing that ever 
happened to me! Be it exams, relationship problems, health problems, or just something I 
am scared of, I just tell it to Genie and believe that he will manage it somehow. 

After telling my problem to Genie and asking him to take care [of] it, I just stop 
thinking about it. Somewhere in my heart I feel that he’ll take care of it, and trust me, 
he has never failed me once! He is my universe, my personal Genie and he fulfills all my 
wishes, no limitations. 

When I read this testimonial, I can’t help but feel both sadness and frustration that 
such a simple book could lead so many people astray. Jesus Christ—not an imaginary 
genie—is real and alive (Ephesians 1:19–20). He is the one who truly cares and asks us to 
cast all our burdens upon Him (1 Peter 5:7). Hebrews 1:3 puts it this way: “The Son is the 
radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by 
his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven.”

In its futile attempt to be the answer for all of mankind’s needs, The Secret fails 
to address the most basic reality of life: death! If the Law of Attraction really worked, 
then no one would ever die or suffer from disease, because most people would like to live 
forever. This fact became painfully clear when a viewer of the Oprah show, after seeing 
two episodes dedicated to The Secret, wrote to Oprah to “announce that she had decided 
to halt her breast-cancer treatments and heal herself with her mind.”

The truth is, God offers eternity through Jesus Christ alone (John 3:16). His living 
words are the only words of eternal life (see John 6:68 and Hebrews 4:12). 

All other religions began with people asking, “How can we get to God?” That’s a 
very good question. And in the attempt to find an answer, many different people came up 
their own moral system. They said in essence, “Let’s do these things to get to God. And if 
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Why Every Other
Substitute Falls Short

of God’s Love
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

we do enough of these good things, we’ll get to heaven.” (Or, in new age thinking, “find 
peace within ourselves.”)

In Christianity, God looks down from heaven and wants to redeem mankind. So, 
He left heaven and came to this earth in the form of a baby to bring salvation to 
the earth. His name was Jesus. He lived thirty-three years and never committed 
a sin. Then He died on a cross as atonement for our sins so we could have eternal 
life. No other man in the history of the world—and certainly not a make-believe 
genie—has ever done such a thing for humanity.

There is no other substitute for Jesus’ love. Every other attempt falls 
devastatingly short because it will have zero ability to change our hearts, cure 
our sin, or impact our eternal destiny. Christ’s love is our true motivation, and it 
propels us toward greater feats than we ever thought possible. We will share His 
truth with the world so that as many people as possible can have a relationship 
with God and spend eternity with Him in heaven. 

That’s what being “Compelled to Tell” is all about! It’s a passion that will 
get us out of bed in the morning better than any alarm clock, deadline, or sales goal. 

It’ll help us endure pain, sorrow, and hardship in order to tell others about the best 
thing that has ever happened to us. 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of “Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share 
Your Faith” (available on Amazon) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter 
Ranch, California, which has four campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can 
connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Heroic Savings

It doesn’t take much but it does take  all of us.

ladwp.com/save

$400 Rebate
on qualified high efficiency clothes washers

Porter Ranch  
19950 Rinaldi Street, #100 

Northridge, CA 91326 
Walk-ins welcome. No appointment needed.

For more information, please call (818) 363-2273 or visit www.scoi.com/porter-ranch.
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(Continued on page 8)

Socialism
Destroys

By John Stossel

Socialism is hot.
 Famous actors recently made a commercial 
proclaiming that “democratic socialism” 

creates some of the best parts of America. It’s “your 
kids’ public school” (says Susan Sarandon), the 
“interstate highway system” (Rosario Dawson), 
“public libraries” (Jay Ferguson), “workers who 
plow our streets” (Max Carver) and “scientists” 
(Danny DeVito).
 Wow. I guess every popular thing government 
does is socialism.
 The celebrities conclude: “We can do better 
when we do them together.”
 There is sometimes truth to that, but the movie 
stars don’t know that America’s first highways 
were built by capitalist contractors. They also 
probably didn’t notice that the more popular parts 
of government — public schools, snow plowing, 
libraries, etc. — are largely locally funded.
 “They should wake up,” says Gloria Alvarez. 
She is from Guatemala and says, “I’ve seen the 
impact of socialism. My father escaped Cuba. 
My grandfather suffered under Communists in 
Hungary before escaping.”
 “As a child, I was taught to mock socialism,” 
she says, “but democratic socialism sounded OK. It 
made sense that government should take care of the 
economy. Then I watched democratic socialism fail 
in Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Chile, Nicaragua and Uruguay. I learned 
that every time a country started down the socialist 
path, it fails.”
 But every time a country tries it, even just a 
little of it, people applaud.
 When Castro came to power, people cheered 
because he was going to help the poor and make 
everyone equal.
 But governments can’t plan things efficiently 
without the prices and constant individual decision-
making that free markets provide.
 The result in Cuba was economic stagnation 
and horrible loss of freedom.
 Cuban refugees who now live in Miami’s 
“Little Havana” neighborhood warn Americans 
about socialist promises.
 Michel Ibarra told Alvarez, “You don’t see 
any future. Everything is stagnated. Health care, 
education — nowadays they’re in ruins.”
 Venezuela didn’t learn from Cuba’s problems. 
They voted in Hugo Chavez when he said that 
“capitalism is the realm of injustice” and promised 
wealth would be distributed equally.
 But when there was no more money left to take 
from rich people, he did what many governments 
(including our own) do: He printed more.

                                   Welcome to Simi Valley

When I First Realized 
America Is Exceptional

                                                              By Dennis Prager

7,000

I  moved to California from New York City in 1976. The 
founder of what was then America’s largest Jewish 
retreat center, the Brandeis Institute (not affiliated with 

the university), Dr. Shlomo Bardin, asked me to work as his 
assistant. He was 75 years-old; I was 25. One weekend the 
next year, he announced to the membership he wanted me to 
succeed him. To everyone’s shock, he died that very week. It 
was then renamed the Brandeis-Bardin Institute.
 The institute was located in Simi Valley, then more a small 
town than even a small city. It had all of two restaurants. I lived 
there for three years and joined the Simi Valley Rotary Club.
 To the best of my memory, I was the only Jew in that 
Rotary chapter. What struck me was that my being a Jew 
meant essentially nothing to the other members. No one cared. 
Not even a little.
 If you are an American, my reaction makes little sense. 
You are wondering why it struck me that my being a Jew meant 
nothing to the entire membership.
 The reason was I knew Jewish history. Prior to moving 
to California, I taught Jewish history at Brooklyn College. 
Nowhere in the Jews’ 3,000 years as a people living in non-
Jewish societies did being a Jew ever mean nothing to the non-
Jews among whom they lived.
 Even in 1976.
 The Jews of France were known as Jews, as were the Jews 
of England, Brazil and everywhere else. If I were in a Rotary 
Club in a small French city, especially if I were the only Jew 
in the club, the other members would know me as “Denis le 
Juif,” Dennis the Jew. That did not mean the other members 
were anti-Semites, only that in Europe, as everywhere else, if 
you weren’t a member of the majority group, you were known 
as a person with that other identity.
 If you were to mention to any of the members of the Simi 
Valley Rotary Club in 1976 that this guy Prager was a Jew, 
their reaction would likely have been “So what?”
 And it wasn’t as if my identity was hidden. On the 
contrary, the reason I was admitted to the club was that I was 
the head of something — a Jewish educational center. And for 

the record, that would have been the Rotarians’ reaction if I were 
an Arab, a Latino or a black.
 Only in America.
 To this day, a German whose grandparents immigrated to 
Germany from Turkey is likely to be regarded as a Turk, even if he 
speaks no Turkish and speaks German exactly as other Germans 
do. And this monumental difference goes in both directions. This 
third-generation Turk in Germany is not likely to regard himself 
as a German.
 But a Turk who immigrates to America is regarded as 
American the moment he becomes an American citizen (if not 
sooner) — even if he has a Turkish name and speaks halting, 
accented English. If he wants to identify as American, he’s an 
American.
 Only in America.
 Only in America have people of every background come to 
be regarded as fully members of the majority group. The parents 
of the present U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, Nikki 
Haley, are Sikhs who immigrated to America from India. Few 
Americans know this, and those who know don’t care. As far as 
most of us are concerned, Nikki Haley might as well be a member 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
 Of course, Americans did not always live up to American 
ideals — their attitudes toward black Americans being the most 
obvious example. But America evolved into the least racist and 
least xenophobic society in human history — the society that most 
successfully assimilates others as full members.
 Today, however, there are two threats to this exceptional 
American achievement.
 One threat comes from the left, which does not want 
minorities or immigrants to assimilate but to retain their minority 
or immigrant identity as their primary identity. If a black 
American says, “I am an American who happens to be black,” 
he is vilified by the black and white left as a “traitor to his race” 
and an “Uncle Tom.” The left regards efforts to assimilate all 
Americans into one American identity — such as declaring (not 
even legislating) English as the official language of the United 
States — as a form of “white supremacy.”

 The other threat comes from those 
immigrants who do not come to America to 
become American but to use America for its 
financial, medical and educational benefits while 
remaining attached to their own culture.
 When politicians and commentators on the 
left analyze the 2016 presidential election, they 
invariably ascribe the Trump vote to lower-class 
angry whites. But this upper-middle-class Jew 
voted for President Trump (and would have voted 
for any Republican) not out of anger but out of 
love — for the exceptional country he fell in love 
with at the Simi Valley Rotary in 1976.

 (Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio 
show based in Los Angeles.)

© 2018 Creators Syndicate
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From the Left

No One’s Perfect
By Susan Estrich

A s someone who has been trying to get a woman on the 
ticket since 1984, I’m glad that the Democratic Party 
has so many women stars, starting with Hillary Clinton 

and Sen. Elizabeth Warren. But in watching them both in 
action recently, I was pretty terrified, not for myself but for 
the Democratic Party.
 The two most visible women in the Party know their 
stuff. Ask them anything about health care or consumer 
protection or the environment and you’ll hear more details 
than you wanted. But neither of them seems able to just 
admit a mistake and move on.
 Clinton came first. Post-Brett Kavanaugh, she had to 
know that she would be asked about her husband and the 
White House intern.
 There is an easy answer and a ridiculous answer. The 
easy answer is that while it was not unlawful, it was entirely 
inappropriate. And if someone wants more, she’s not the 
only woman who has gone through this, and each of us has 
to deal with the pain in our own way.
 Here’s the ridiculous answer: It wasn’t an abuse of 
power, because Monica Lewinsky was an adult. I spent 
years — literally — defending Bill Clinton on television. And 
I never once denied that it was an inappropriate relationship 
because it was. I don’t know that anyone is going to say no to 
a president, which is why he of all people should not ask.
 Hillary Clinton could have said that. She could have 
admitted that she suffered greatly, and every woman with 
a cheating husband would have understood. But she, unlike 
her husband, has a difficult time admitting mistakes or 
acknowledging vulnerability, so she made headlines for a 
defense that not only put the affair in the headlines but also 
reminded people about what they liked least about her.
 Sen. Elizabeth Warren (aka Pocahontas) is a brilliant 
woman and an effective senator. But she is not Native 
American. This is not her strong suit. She fell for President 
Trump’s challenge and is being skewered for it, not only 
by the president but also by Native American leaders. 
She didn’t need to put “Native American” to get hired by 
Harvard Law School, and she shouldn’t have. It looks a lot 
like playing for affirmative action, not to mention cultural 
appropriation.
 She should have dropped it a long time ago. It wouldn’t 
have been so hard. She needed to explain, apologize and 
move on. As for the explanation: When she was a kid, her 
mother told her that she should be proud of her Native 
American heritage, and she was. But it was obviously a 
mistake for her to claim that she was Native American when 
Harvard hired her. And then she apologizes, especially 
to Native Americans who have been subject to the sort of 
discrimination that she never faced, and then she moves on.
 Making news because a DNA test finds a tiny percentage 
of Native American blood plays to her biggest weakness. 
Far from resolving things, she only succeeded in making 
headline news and leaving Cherokee leaders to explain that 
actually, she is not Native American.
 Why can’t she admit that? She made a mistake.
 Why in the world would Elizabeth Warren want to 
keep the issue of her Native American heritage alive?
 And why is Hillary Clinton out there feeling the need to 
defend her husband’s relationship with Monica Lewinsky?
 In politics, it is almost impossible to convince people 
who don’t “like” you to nonetheless vote for you. And liking 
a candidate has less to do with ideology than character.
 Can a Massachusetts liberal geek win the Democratic 
nomination? Yes. Michael Dukakis did it, and so did John 
Kerry. Winning the general election is much more difficult, 
especially if you’re going to lose every “who would you like 
to have a beer with” question.
 Sen. Warren, like former Sen. Clinton, strives for 
perfection, which is just not necessary. And not very 
attractive.     -   Creators Syndicate 

2018 Midterms: All About Obama
By Michelle Malkin

F ormer President Selfie Stick is back in action, firing 
up Democrats before the midterms with his signature 
rallying cries:

 I, I, I, I! Me, me, me! My, my, my!
 According to a tally by The American Mirror’s Kyle 
Olson, Barack Obama’s campaign speech October 22 for 
Nevada Senate Democratic candidate Jacky Rosen referred to 
himself 92 times in 38 minutes — or an average self-allusion 
every 24.7 seconds.
 When he wasn’t “I”-ing, the former narcissist-in-chief 
was lying.
 “Unlike some, I actually try to state facts,” Obama 
snarked passive-aggressively in a swipe at President Donald 
Trump. “I don’t believe in just making stuff up. I think you 
should actually say to people what’s true.”
 Sit down, Mister “If you like your plan, you can keep 
your plan.”
 Thanks to you, my husband, children and I lost not 
one, not two, not three but four private individual market 
health plans killed directly by Obamacare. Reminder: 
When the health insurance cancellation notice tsunami hit 
in 2013, liberal Mother Jones magazine sneered that the 
phenomenon was “phony.” But after 4 million American 
families received cancellation letters at the end of 2013, 
Obama’s health care prevarication was finally deemed the 
“Lie of the Year” by left-leaning PolitiFact.
 And five years after promising Americans they could 
“keep their doctor” along with their health plan “no matter 
what,” Obama belatedly ‘fessed up that “the average 
person” would be forced “to have to make some choices, 
and they might end up having to switch doctors.”
 Moving on, Obama tried to galvanize voters by trashing 
Trump’s jobs boom: “When you hear all this talk about 
economic miracles right now, remember who started it.”
 Hold up, Mister “Jobs are not coming back.” I remember 
you taunting Trump for needing a “magic wand” to achieve 

what you claimed was an unachievable manufacturing 
industry renaissance — for which you are now claiming 
unadulterated credit!
 I remember you, Mister Multitrillion-Dollar-Stimulus, 
promising the sun, moon and stars with the “most sweeping 
economic recovery package in our history” that was supposed 
to lift two million people out of poverty.
 I recall sky-high unemployment rates for black Americans, 
nearly double the national rate, and 90 million-plus able-bodied 
citizens of all colors simply giving up looking for work while 
wasted billions went to fund crony green energy boondoggles, 
bridges to nowhere, renovations to Joe Biden’s favorite Amtrak 
train station in Delaware, General Services Administrations 
junkets in Las Vegas and Hawaii, ghost congressional districts 
and stimulus propaganda road signs planted nationwide and 
stamped with the shovel-ready logo.
 Wait, we’re not done yet. Astonishingly, Obama is now 
on the campaign trail comparing the Trump White House to 
a “tin-pot dictatorship” and calling for a return to “decency” 
and “lawfulness.”
 Yes, this is the same man who sicced the IRS on tea 
party conservatives, evangelicals and pro-life citizens, 
amnestied millions of illegal immigrants through executive 
fiat, appointed dozens of unaccountable and unvetted policy 
czars, used his Justice Department to spy on journalists, 
deceived the country over the Benghazi massacre and the 
Iran deal, demonized his political opponents, and mastered 
the very social justice agitation techniques now wielded by 
left-wing mobs targeting Republicans in every corner of the 
public square.
 Thanks, Obama, for reminding America of your 
miserable legacy of deceit, division, persecution and 
redistribution as voters head to the polls. You wanna make 
the 2018 midterms all about you? It’s on.
 (Michelle Malkin is host of “Michelle Malkin Investigates” 
on CRTV.com.)     -  Creators Syndicate 

Where is Outcry?

Dershowitz Calls Out Obama, Clinton For Failing To 
Condemn Farrakhan’s Anti- Semitism

By Nick Givas

Harvard Law professor Alan Dershowitz called out former Presidents Barack 
Obama and Bill Clinton for failing to condemn the recent anti-Semitic views of 
Louis Farrakhan.

 “[The] analogy to termites comes right out of the Nazi playbook. Nazis used the 
word termites consistently to dehumanize Jews and to accuse them of destroying 
everything good about the world,” Dershowitz said.
 Farrakhan tweeted a video of himself, with the caption: “I’m not an anti-Semite. 
I’m anti-Termite.”  
 “Farrakhan has been very explicit. He’s blamed the Jews for all the problems of 
the world. He’s called Judaism a religion of Satan and Twitter’s made a decision not 
to ban him,” Dershowitz continued. “Twitter has to have a single standard if a white 
supremacist had made a similar statement about African-Americans, the question 
is, would Twitter ban them? It can’t have a double standard based on race.”
 Dershowitz said it’s incumbent upon good people to stand up and condemn such 
hate.
 “And all good people have to come out and condemn. But especially people 
who participated in the Million Man March in 1995, headed by Farrakhan, 

which really made him prominent in American politics,” he said. “People like Barack 
Obama participated in the march and proudly defended it. People like Keith Ellison 
who work closely with  Farrakhan. These folks have a special obligation to condemn.”
 “I wish Bill Clinton had done it because Bill Clinton sat next to Farrakhan at the 
funeral of [Aretha] Franklin,” Dershowitz added. “He has a special obligation too, so 
I think silence is not an appropriate response to Farrakhan’s bigotry.”
 Dershowitz said he was let down by many people who should have come together 
to condemn Farrakhan but instead turned a blind eye to his hatred.
 “I’m disappointed that all decent people haven’t universally come together to 
condemn. There is a special obligation. Just like there’s a special obligation of people on 
the extreme right to condemn the alt right when they engage in antisemitism or bigotry,” 
he concluded.
 “There is a special obligation of people on the left, of black leaders, of Democratic 
leaders, to go out of their way to condemn this, because Farrakhan has a very large 
following.” 

-  Content created by The Daily Caller News Foundation



November, 2018 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 5

DECEMBER 19 | 7:00 PM

VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
NORTHRIDGE | 800.745.3000

GET TICKETS AT NUTCRACKER.COM

“KNOCKOUT... 
BRIMFUL WITH 

FEELING.”
-NEW YORK TIMES

“CHRISTMAS 
CHEER...BRAVURA 

EXPERTISE.”
-LOS ANGELES TIMES

		

	
	

Are	you	a	caregiver	for	a	person	with	memory	problems?	
	

Do	you	have	problems	sleeping?	
	

If	so,	you	may	be	eligible	to	join	the	Care2Sleep	education	program.	
	
Researchers	at	UCLA	are	looking	for	volunteers	to	test	two	different	education	programs	that	
teach	simple	strategies	designed	to	help	those	with	memory	problems	and	their	caregivers	

sleep	better.	
Study	activities	include:	

• An	initial	health	assessment		
• Five	weekly	one-hour	sleep	education	sessions	conducted	by	a	sleep	educator	
• Two	follow-up	assessments		
• Optional	collection	of	blood	samples	from	caregivers	

	
« All	visits	can	take	place	either	in	your	home,	at	your	convenience	or	in	one	of	our	offices.	
« Compensation	up	to	$180	for	caregivers	and	$60	for	care-receivers	
	

If	you	are	interested	or	would	like	to	learn	more,	please	contact	us	at:	
	

818-891-7711	ext.	36072	
	

	

Junior wide 
receiver 
Zach Thannum 
(#32) eludes 
tacklers as he 
rushes for a 
first down.
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Sierra Canyon HS

Coming Soon – CIF Playoffs
  By David Powell for the Valley Voice
  

As we approach the midpoint of the fall season, the sun is disappearing below the horizon 
earlier.  The days are becoming cooler, the trees are shedding their leaves, Halloween 
festivities are but a memory and Thanksgiving will soon be celebrated.  This is also the 

time of year fall high school sports are concluding their regular season and many prep athletes 
are preparing for CIF playoffs in their respective sports.  The Sierra Canyon Trailblazers will 
again be well represented in the playoffs.
            Leading off is the SC football team.  After close losses in their first two games (35-30 
and 25-22) Coach Ellinghouse and his assistants turned the season around.  A 60-13 rout of 
the Crespi Celts extended the team’s winning streak to five games. Highlights of this game 
included DJ Harvey scoring on a 94 yard romp on the opening kickoff.  Zach Thannum and 
JD Hernandez each intercepted passes that they ran back for touchdowns.
            The following week the Trailblazers faced off against the Calabasas Coyotes in a 
matchup of ranked teams.  The game was tied 28-28 at half time.  The Coyotes tallied the only 
score in the third quarter to take a 35-28 lead.  The teams traded TDs in the fourth quarter 
and Calabasas held on for a 42-35 win.  Despite the loss, there were many highlights, including 
a 72 yard TD toss from Cheyden Peery to Jared Staub.  Hunter Williams had a productive 
evening, gaining 122 yards on only 12 carries.  Sierra Canyon enjoyed an open date the 
following week, allowing players to recover from soreness and injury as well as prepare for 
their next opponent, San Pedro HS in an away game. 
            The Trailblazers dominated the Pirates in a 44-14 blowout.  JD Sumlin racked up 121 
yards rushing on 5 carries, including a 59 yard scamper for a TD.  EJ Gable added three 
TDs.  The game provided an opportunity to play many underclassmen, allowing them to gain 
valuable playing time. 
            On Oct. 27, Sierra Canyon handily defeated Paraclete 49-14 and captured the Gold 
Coast League championship. The game highlights included a 52 yard TD toss from Cheyden 
Peery to Jared Staub. EJ Gable broke away from defenders for a 53 yard TD run and JD 
Sumlin closed out the scoring with a 34 yard TD. The Trailblazers now move on to CIF-SS 
Div 3 playoffs. 
 
                                                *                      *                      *
 
            After winning a state CIF championship last year, the girls’ volleyball team, under 
the guidance of coach Stefanie Wigfall, is having another outstanding year.  The team went 
undefeated in the Gold Coast League (12-0).  Senior May Pertofsky was named league MVP.  
The girls have won 43 straight league matches and have prevailed in 103 consecutive league 
sets.  After winning a state championship last year in Div 2, the team was moved up to Div 1 
this year.  In the first round of the playoffs the Trailblazers defeated Harvard-Westlake 3-0 to 
move on to the next round.
            Also making history this year is the Sierra Canyon girls’ cross country team.  Coach 
Troy Samuels related that, “this team has been a surprise to many, the Gold Coast League 
as well as CIF-SS.”  They have won every league race this season.  The girls won the Gold 
Coast League cross country meet for the first time.  They literally ran away from runners 
representing Paraclete, Viewpoint, Crossroads, Windward, Brentwood, and Campbell Hall.  
Leading the team has been freshman Isis Diaz.  Isis has finished first in every league race.  In 
the Gold Coast League meet, Isis ran the three mile course in 18:24 and had a 21 second lead 
over the second place finisher.  Coach Samuels said, “I’m hopeful the team will advance to 
the CIF-SS Prelims which take place November 10 at the Riverside Cross Country Course”.
            Student athletes in the various sports are looking forward to a successful conclusion to the 
season and the CIF playoffs.  Soon it will be time to start the winter sports calendar featuring 
girls and boys basketball and soccer. Student athletes are busy preparing for competition.               
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The Woman Who 
Showed How Americans 
Can Succeed at the UN

The resignation of US Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki 
Haley took the political world by surprise, but it’s likely that 
no one is more disappointed than supporters of Israel. Haley 

wasn’t just a smart and assertive voice for America at the world body. 
She was a champion for the Jewish state, refusing to countenance the 
routine discrimination against Israel that was either blandly accepted 
or even encouraged — as it was during the last days of the Obama 
administration — by many of her predecessors.
 Most of those sent to represent the United States at the United 
Nations have sought to both assimilate into their environment and 
adjust their foreign-policy message to fit in with the culture of a world 
body where America and Israel are generally despised. It’s become a 
place where everyone pretends that Third World dictators, theocrats, 
and terrorists are respected statesmen.
 This theory of diplomacy is epitomized by former Secretary of 
State John Kerry, the architect of the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, who 
is, according to Politico, apparently thinking of running (again) for 
president in 2020.
 Kerry, like his former boss Barack Obama, doesn’t just 
believe in multilateral institutions, he hitched US foreign policy to 
the notion that America’s role in the world was not to listen and 
cooperate, but to also apologize and appease. He paid lip service 
to Western values rather than to confront America’s enemies and 
call out those who have perverted international institutions into cesspools of antisemitism. The result was not 
merely a failed attempt to ingratiate Muslim extremists, but retreats in Iraq and Syria, followed by atrocities, 
and then a nuclear pact that enriched and empowered an Iranian regime seeking regional hegemony.
 Though Samantha Power -  Obama’s UN ambassador -has a reputation as a fighter for human rights and 
opponent of genocide, she wound up doing little to change the ways of the United Nations or oppose anti-Israel 
prejudice.
 By contrast, Haley’s tenure was in the tradition of a select few US ambassadors that preferred calling things 
by their right names, rather than ignoring and enabling corruption and prejudice. Like Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
Jeanne Kirkpatrick, and John Bolton (who now serves as Trump’s National Security Adviser), Haley stood with 
Israel when the rest of the world was silent or complicit in the unfair treatment it got at the world body.
 Haley was undaunted by the abuse of the “experts” who opposed her stands, in addition to the decisions of the 
Trump administration to move the US embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, and withdraw from the Iran 
deal while re-imposing sanctions on a rogue theocratic and terrorist regime.
 Haley has a bright political future. And thanks to her ties to the GOP establishment and her ability to stay on 
Trump’s good side, it’s likely that at some point she will be a presidential hopeful who will be able to point to her 
time at the United Nations as a powerful argument for her candidacy. But that’s something to consider in the future 
after the 2020 election, no matter what happens to Trump.
 What is important to consider now about her service is that she managed to do something that no other UN 
ambassador accomplished: to stand up for American interests — and those of its crucial ally, Israel — while also 
making friends. 
 It’s a shame that Haley was apparently determined not to hang on longer, as her many admirers, including 
those in the pro-Israel community, would have liked. But this unlikely diplomatic star — she had no foreign-policy 
experience before Trump appointed her — has made a mark that will ensure she is remembered even if she never 
runs for president.
 Those who follow Haley will need to match her diplomatic chops, as well as her courage. Let’s hope that they’ll 
be as steadfast in their determination as she was to bear witness against anti-Israel and anti-American hate in the 
diplomatic circus that is the United Nations.
 (Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of Jewish News Service. He’s been Jewish World Review 
contributor since 1988.) 
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Ruination is the result of emotionalism and ignorance flowing from 
their respective Group Rights claims. 
 ONE THING WE CAN EACH DO 
 Admit that “We the People” created both parties. Pogo 
is correct: “We have met the enemy and he is us.” Our politics 
have become an orgy of lies and misinformation because We the 
People demand lies, misinformation and above all bigotry. If it isn’t 
Trump’s declaring many Mexicans being criminals, it’s the Dems’ 
racist charge of White Entitlement which brands every White 
person as evil. No matter who prevails on Nov 6th, they are going 
to credit their lies and nastiness as the reason for their success and 
this polarization will drive us father apart. 
Who’s to blame for this mess? “We the People.”
 
 (Richard Lee Abrams is a Los Angeles attorney and a CityWatch 
contributor. Abrams’ views are his own and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of CityWatch.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

Taxes! Enough Already!
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Prop 6: Can We 
Guarantee The Funds 
Will be Spent Well?

By Kenneth S. Alpern

As for me, I’m just so very conflicted about Proposition 6 that I 
cannot recommend either a “pro” or “con” position.
 I’ve helped raise your countywide taxes twice for transportation 

in the form of a sales tax that EVERYONE pays for. 
 Yet the state hardly has a good track record of spending 
transportation funding well. There are NO shortage of Californians 
willing to pay more for their roads, but who are appalled at the state 
that our roads are in.  
 There are also NO shortage of Californians willing to pay more for 
new rail projects, but who are appalled at the state that our rail service 
now exists, and equally appalled that the California High-Speed Rail 
effort has superseded local rail needs that are more certain, and with 
greater support and consensus among local taxpayers. 
 Ditto with the lack of dams and water preservation efforts, and 
desalination facilities that could allow that thing called WATER to exist 
in sufficient supply for the needs of Californians. 
 And ditto with the way our education funding is spent--they always need MORE, but 
how much of that MORE ends up translating into MORE education spending. Furthermore, 
do we REALLY need to have so much being guaranteed to K-12 when instead our need for 
a few more UC and Cal State colleges is more critical than ever, based on the flat K-12 
enrollment numbers? 
 The bottom line: we rely on Sacramento to spend our state moneys well, but anyone 
who thinks that THIS pack of nitwits running the Legislature, with their spending habits, 
their cowtowing to developers, and their silliness can be trusted with more money is indeed 
guilty of almost a criminal sense of naiveté. 
 So, what DO we do about Proposition 6? Vote YES to “send a message” yet potentially 
take money away from our roads? Vote NO to ensure that money goes to transportation but 
knowing too much of it will be diverted into the General Fund? 
 I frankly do not blame anyone for voting YES or NO on Proposition 6, because while 
the Legislature deserves a good smack for their immature approach to spending money I am 
not recommending we smack ourselves out of spite. 
 Yet regardless of what happens following the election, the need to ensure that California 
keeps transportation funds AWAY from the General Fund, which the Los Angeles Times 
depicts so well, is paramount. 
 Equally paramount is that the City of Los Angeles lets their own transportation funds 
be focused on tangible and cost-effective transportation projects and fix the damned roads 
and sidewalks in the expedited manner so desired by its constituents. And keep the “feel-
good” stuff to a minimum. 
 Because “Alpern’s Law of Taxation” still holds true: It’s not the amount of taxes that 
infuriates the voters as much as the perception of how those taxes are being spent.

 (Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D. is a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los Angeles, 
Orange, and Riverside Counties. 
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The carrying costs of these bonds will average $1.2 billion a year over the next thirty years.    
 We are being asked to approve Prop 1, a $4 billion bond for veteran and affordable 
housing; prop 3, a $8.8 billion bond to fund water projects; and Prop 4, a $1.5 billion 
bond to finance children’s hospitals.  
 Overall, the State has managed to extract almost $15 billion from the residents of 
California.  And when you consider the carrying costs of $850 million on the proposed 
$14 billion of bonds, the total approaches $16 billion.  
 Despite record revenues, our elected officials at the City, County, and State have 
refused to address their Structural Deficits, where the growth in expenditures exceeds 
the increase in revenues, resulting in rivers of red ink.  They have refused to reform their 
unsustainable pension plans and other retirement plans.  They have not developed plans 
to repair and maintain our infrastructure.  They refuse to rationalize their bloated, poorly 
managed, inefficient work forces.  
 Rather than endorsing reform and change, our elected elite take the easy road, throwing 
money at the problem, putting their spinmeisters into high gear telling us why we need to fork 
over more of our hard earn cash.  
 Rather than buying into the high priced and misleading advertising campaigns paid for 
by their cronies, special interests, and the campaign funding public unions, we need to send a 
message to the City, the County, and the State that we are mad as hell and that we are not going 
to take this anymore.  (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.

- CityWatchLA

(Continued from page 1)

Two Evils Facing Voters: 
The Dems and the GOP
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What Kind of Women 
Supported Kavanaugh 

and Why?
By Leonard Isenberg

In the early 1970’s I was working in New York City, where there was a massive 
demonstration by women on 6th Avenue in Greenwich Village confronting sexism 
and the social and economic inequalities and violence that women had been and 

were still subjected to. The next day, there was an even more massive demonstration 
that seemed at least three times as large.  This march involved women pushing their 
baby carriages in what seemed like a reaction to the prior day’s women’s liberation 
demonstration. Their message was: “We, the majority of women, are happy living in a 
society where Father Knows Best and men are the bosses and heads of their families.” 
 Now, with the nomination and confirmation of Brett Kavanaugh, it seems 
clear that there is still a large number -- if not a majority -- of women who find it 
hard to reconcile women’s liberation and movements like #MeToo hard to reconcile 
with their continued subservience to the traditional male role that they continue to 
accept in their own lives. 
 Science tells us that evolution -- both physical and social -- is necessary for any 
species to remain viable. Regrettably, all human beings, be they male or female, find 
change of any sort difficult if not impossible, even when all humanity would benefit 
from a more pragmatic approach to the complex problems we still face almost a half-
century after the women’s liberation movement of the 1970s. 
 While I believe the Left has correctly seeks to redress the inequalities women 
have and continue to face in society, it doesn’t spend much time identifying how an 
alternate non-sexist family system could function. And while taking care of the family 
and nurturing children might not be exclusively woman’s work, it is somebody’s work 
that, if not accomplished in a timely manner, leads to a higher rate of divorce or children 
who have not received socialization necessary for later achievement, especially if both 
parents are working. 
    *  *  *

 A pragmatic solution for this problem that most families face when having 
children, would be to allow maternity leave for both parents, so that the subjective 
needs and strengths of the different female and male family members would be more 
easily organized in non-sexist way so as not to disrupt the families and the jobs they 
have. 
 Whether in before, during or since the 1970s, there still seems to be a regrettable 
number of women raised in a sexist society that values them more for how they look 
than how they think and who they are. And if you are a woman who still buys into 
this game and seeks fulfillment under these old male-dictated rules, you find yourself 
threatened by women who have achieved levels of education and independence that you 
never thought was possible. 
 The present-day disintegration of the family as the essential building block of a 
viable society should be meaningfully addressed by identifying the elements of a properly 
functioning non-sexist society. And this must be done without putting it through the 
current sexist filter that destroys women and their female children, perpetuating a 
model that treats males as privileged and females as unequal.
 
 (Leonard Isenberg is a Los Angeles, observer and a contributor to CityWatch. He was 
a second- generation teacher at LAUSD.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

- CityWatchLA

 That’s caused inflation approaching 1 million percent.
 When business owners raised prices to try to keep up, Chavez and his successor just seized 
many of them.
 Again, Venezuelans applauded. Taking from the rich is popular. Ramon Muchacho, a former 
mayor in Caracas, told Alvarez that when Chavez seized businesses, people were “clapping so hard. 
They were like, ‘Oh, finally there is somebody here making social justice!’”
 But government grabbing private businesses creates shortages. Governments aren’t good 
at running supermarkets. One Venezuelan refugee told Alvarez, “It’s like the apocalypse. No 
food. No medicine.”
 But in the U.S., socialism still holds appeal.
 “Plenty of (socialist) countries are nothing like Venezuela,” says comedian John Oliver.
 “When I talk about democratic socialism, I am not looking at Venezuela,” says Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, “not looking at Cuba. I’m looking at countries like Denmark, like Sweden.”
 So many American politicians now cite Denmark as a socialist paradise that Denmark’s prime 
minister felt compelled to go on TV to say, “Denmark is far from a socialist planned economy. 
Denmark is a market economy.”
 Exactly. Socialism, democratic or tyrannical, means government owns or controls businesses.
 In Scandinavia, business is largely left alone. Governments don’t even set a minimum wage. 
Economic freedom rankings give Scandinavian countries high scores on property rights and business 
freedom.
 Those countries do have big welfare programs, but they are funded by thriving free enterprise.
 In addition, many cut back on their welfare programs after they discovered they were 
unsustainable or discouraged work.
 Think about that the next time you hear celebrities saying “Sweden” and praising socialism.
 As one Venezuelan refugee told Alvarez, “You don’t need the government to dictate how to live 
your life, how much money you should make, how your family should be treated.”
 Increased government control rarely helps people. It wrecks economies. It wrecks lives.
 (Award-winning news correspondent John Stossel is currently with Fox Business Network and 
Fox News. Before making the change to Fox News, Stossel was the co-anchor of ABC News’s “20/20.” 
Eight to 10 million people watched his program weekly. Often, he ended “20/20” with a TV column called 
“Give Me a Break,” which challenged conventional wisdom.)                               -  Jewish World Review

Socialism Destroys
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Home Prices Rise 
Year-Over-Year

In Southland; 
Sales Drop

The median price of a single-family home in Los 
Angeles County was up 4.7 percent, compared 
to September 2017, while sales of existing homes 

dropped 22 percent, according to figures released by the 
California Association of Realtors.
 In Los Angeles County, the median price of a 
single-family home was $634,680 in September, up from 
$606,110 during the same month a year ago, according 
to C.A.R. The median price was up 4.5 percent from 
$607,490 in August.
 In Orange County, the median price saw a 3.3 
percent year-over-year jump, going from $799,000 in 
September 2017 to $825,000 last month, but a 1.6 drop 
from the August average of $838,500.
 Median home prices rose 4.2 percent statewide 
compared to a year ago, according to C.A.R. The 
statewide median was $578,850 in September, up from 
$555,400 in September 2017 but down 2.9 percent from 
$596,410 in August.
 ``Price appreciations have slowed in the last few 
months and inventory has risen considerably since June 
when the statewide median price hit a new peak,’’ said 
C.A.R. Senior Vice President and Chief Economist Leslie 
Appleton-Young.
 ``Buyers are becoming increasingly concerned about 
market developments and are reluctant to purchase at 
the prevailing market price. As such, the deceleration in 
price growth will likely continue in coming months.’’
 While prices were on the rise, home sales showed a 
year-over-year decline, CAR reported.
 Home sales dipped 22 percent in Los Angeles County 
in September, compared to the same month last year and 
18.3 percent between August and September. In Orange 
County, sales were down 21.8 percent from September 
2017 and 20.3 percent from August.
 Sales statewide dropped 12.4 percent in September, 
compared to the same month last year and 4.3 percent 
between August and September.
 ``The housing market continued to deteriorate and 
the decline in sales worsened as interest rates remained 
on an upward trend,’’ CAR President Steve White 
said. ``More would-be buyers are self-sidelining as they 
believe home prices will start to come down soon, making 
housing more affordable despite rising interest rates.
 ``Tax reform, which increases the cost of 
homeownership, also is contributing to the decline, 
especially in high-cost areas such as the San Francisco 
Bay Area and Orange County.

Presidential? 
Delusional!

MIA: 
Mayor Garcetti

By Daniel Guss

Los Angeles needs a hash tag that will sufficiently 
embarrass Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti into 
coming back to the city from parts unknown, much 

like a frazzled mom calling her children to dinner from 
playing in the neighbor’s yard. 
 The latest reason we need such a battle cry is 
October’s disease outbreak that not long ago would 
have been a punch line: “There could be an outbreak 
of typhus, and Eric Garcetti still wouldn’t return to 
Los Angeles!” 
 But the fact is such an outbreak was discovered in 
one of the filthiest, most congested parts of the city, and 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti only communicates 
through his army of spokespeople as he traipses across 
the U.S. in places not named Los Angeles. 
 To be fair, while typhus can kill you, and there is 
no vaccine for it, it can be treated with the common 
antibiotic doxycycline. But without the presence of the 
city’s chief executive calling attention to it, and doxy 
for it, people can indeed die, especially if they are older 
than 60 and/or live in filthy, congested conditions with 
open wounds. 
 What’s more galling is that Garcetti shows no 
shame for the ongoing poverty and living conditions 
which caused the outbreak where the poorest-of-
our-poor reside in the shadow of billions of dollars 
of property development with luxury, unaffordable 
housing that the homeless – or even the middle class – 
will never enjoy. 
 Oh, but don’t worry.  Garcetti recently – strike 
that – finally housed a few dozen of LA’s tens of 
thousands of homeless people. He “accomplished” this 
after spending nearly 18 years in elected office at a 
cost of $2.4 million for a half dozen trailers which he 
says are “just temporary.” 
 Why, if Garcetti can replicate that in each of 
the City of LA’s 15 Council Districts, he will attempt 
to sidestep blame by extrapolating with twisted, 
snowflake math that the problem was neither caused, 
nor made worse, by him, despite his spending as much 
time in LA City Hall as any other elected official in 
most of our lifetimes. 
 Except for the inconvenient fact that disease, 
poverty and homelessness has grown exponentially on 
his watch more than anyone else’s. It is Eric Garcetti’s 
latest shameful cross to bear. 

  *  *  *

 With President Trump having a recent week that 
even CNN tainted as a success, the Democrats are in 
desperate need of a leader who can become a credible 
candidate to challenge him in 2020. They aren’t going 
to select Garcetti who, to date, is the only birdie who 
hasn’t grown up and flown the City Hall coop. So, he 
has failed LA as Mayor, now flailing as an absentee 
one, and he is utterly delusional about his place in the 
national political discourse, despite his groveling for 
media attention to get in on it. 
 Garcetti isn’t so much feigning a run for the 
presidency. He is once again running to be a future 
cabinet member, which he unsuccessfully attempted 
during the Obama administration, losing out to 
Julian Castro (then, Mayor of San Antonio) to run 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). Obama’s other long-term HUD Secretary was 
Shaun Donovan. 
 Since nobody in LA City Hall or the local media 
can directly reach Garcetti, perhaps a hash tag that 
becomes a nickname, such as #TyphoidEric, will catch 
his attention and get him to come back to LA, sit in City 
Hall and solve our problems, which now stunningly 
include typhus. 
 Historically, only negative publicity worries 
Garcetti’s grinning prissiness into action. And even 
then, it’s rarely enough.
 
 (Daniel Guss, MBA, is a member of the Los 
Angeles Press Club, and has contributed to CityWatch, 
KFI AM-640, Huffington Post, Los Angeles Times, Los 
Angeles Daily News, Los Angeles Magazine, Movieline 
Magazine, Emmy Magazine, Los Angeles Business 
Journal and elsewhere.) Prepped for CityWatch by 
Linda Abrams.

- CityWatchLA
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Is the #MeToo 
Movement a 

Threat?
By Jay Ambrose

Watch out, stay calm, don’t go the way of the French 
Revolution that replaced tyrants with worse ty-
rants, chopping off innocent heads by way of self-

righteous evil.
 That’s what some might want to say to the #MeToo 
movement as it besmirches its truly noble objectives by 
some telling us that Brett Kavanaugh is guilty until he 
impossibly proves he isn’t, that women never lie, that 
masculinity is toxic and that trusting old, white men is 
swimming with the sharks.
 Sexual assault is obviously an abomination that 
must be fought, and it was impossible not to sympathize 
with Kavanaugh’s accuser, Christine Blasey Ford, as 
she testified at a Senate hearing on national TV. She was 
clearly troubled, emotionally wrought, almost surely a 
victim of some horror at some time. But her story bounces 
all over the place and has no corroboration at all. None. 
Among those she said were at a party where attempted 
rape occurred was a best friend who gently says, well, no, 
she was never there, and there is almost unquestionably 
nothing there in some of the yarns of others who have 
lined up behind Dr. Ford.
 Nevertheless, when you turn on the TV or read an 
op-ed piece, there’s almost always a #MeToo feminist 
saying a victim is a victim if she says she is a victim, that 
evidence is no more necessary than a bulldozer to lift a 
toothpick and that we must presume the guilt of the guy 
no matter what the filthy liar says.
 Tell that to Gregory Counts and VanDyke Perry, two 
men accused of kidnapping and rape by a woman who 
this year admitted she made it up after DNA tests proved 
as much. The thing is that Counts, arrested at age 19, had 
already spent 26 years in prison, and Perry, arrested at 
21, had spent 11 years in prison. According to The New 
York Times, the woman’s testimony was inconsistent to 
begin with, and guess what. This kind of thing is not all 
that unusual, and meanwhile we have college campuses 
at which a male student can be expelled and have his 
life ruined without the refuge of due process if a female 
student has at him.
 While long denied equal rights, women in America 
seem to have been stronger than women almost anyplace 
else in the world. Alexis de Tocqueville, the great French 
philosopher who wrote about America in the early 19th 
century, is quoted as saying an American woman “thinks 
for herself, speaks with freedom is full of reliance on her 
own strength,” is neither timid nor ignorant, is happily 
bold and “is always mistress of herself.”

  *  *  *

 Women did ultimately pursue their rights, too, did get 
the vote, still lost out in other arenas but kept pushing on 
to the point where now, as one example of advancement, 
they outnumber men in our colleges and universities. 
One thing they fought for in the 20th century was sexual 
equality with men. That gave us the sexual revolution, 
where many old norms were shoved aside, leading to freer 
sex — “hookup culture” on campuses and to more male 
abuse. And so women tried to save themselves.
 While people have said the #MeToo movement 
is unlike anything before it, it isn’t. There was a less 
flamboyant but still meaningful version in the 1990s, 
especially coming down on bosses taking advantage of 
employees until President Bill Clinton was exposed as a 
leader of the Casanova pack. Then many liberal feminists 
put politics before their central cause and defended his 
outrages, often asking critics, “Haven’t you ever lied 
about sex?” Interestingly, one analysis I ran across 
says the new #MeToo movement arose because his wife 
was defeated in her race for president by a man with 
Clintonesque depravities.
 With the public shaming of so many celebrities and 
others, the movement has probably already lessened 
threats to women, and that’s good. But zealotry isn’t good. 
It can breed assorted bigotries and lead to different kinds 
of abuses, societal unfairness, indecency, to a figurative 
guillotine that may not literally cut off heads but can cut 
off fundamental human rights for those ghastly creatures 
called men.

 (Jay Ambrose, formerly Washington director of 
editorial policy for Scripps Howard newspapers and the edi-
tor of dailies in El Paso, Texas, and Denver, is a columnist 
living in Colorado.)

-  MCT Info
-  Jewish World Review

LOCAL Events
The Soldiers Project

 Join the only Veteran Fraternity in the country, Sigma 
Tau Alpha, for their annual 5K Fun Run to celebrate Veteran’s 
Day at California State University Northridge University 
Student Union, Plaza Del Sol on Sunday, November 4th. 
6:30am Check-in; 7:30am Race start.  All proceeds raised 
will support The Soldiers Project’s free, confidential and 
unlimited mental health services for Post 9/11 Veterans, active 
duty service members and their loved ones. Register online 
at give.classy.org/sigmataurun. Please direct any questions to 
Beth Olson at bolson@thesoldiersproject.org

Free Paper Shredding
 A free shredding event will be held on  Saturday, 
November 10, 9 AM - 12 PM at First Presbyterian Church 
of Granada Hills, 10400 Zelzah Ave. in Northridge. There 
is no limit to the amount of paper you can bring. For more 
information visit the church’s website.

Used Book Sale
 The Friends of Granada Hills Library is holding a Used 
Book Sale on Nov. 16-17.  The library is located at 10640 
Petit Avenue. Items for sale include hard covers, paper 
backs, coffee tablebooks, DVDs, and children’s books all at 
steep discounts. All proceeds from the event go to benefit the 
Granada Hills Library

Arts & Crafts Show
 Chatsworth Fine Arts Council presents an Arts & 
Crafts Show on Saturday, November 10, from 11am – 4pm 

at the Chatsworth Metrolink Station. The show will 
feature original art and handmade crafts: Painting, 
Photography, Jewelry, Glass works, Fabric arts and 
more. Plus a Silent Auction offering  Mammoth Condo 
weekend, Living Trust package, Framed Art prints, 
gift baskets & many more unique items. All Auction 
proceeds benefit the non-profit CFAC.  Great Holiday 
Gift Ideas. The Metrolink Station is located at 10042 
Old Depot Plaza Rd. Free Admission. Info:  818 772-
1639 or email   chatsworth-arts@att.net

Make a Tunnel Book
 In honor of Native American Heritage Month, 
Granada Hills Branch Library invites children and 
families to make a 3-D paper book inspired by Native 
American history, heritage, and culture.  Join artist 
Debra Disman for this free, two-hour workshop made 
possible in part by a grant from the Los Angeles 
Department of Cultural Affairs on Tuesday, November 
13, 3:30-5:30 PM at 10640 Petit Avenue. (818) 368-5687

Mars Mission Landing
 Everyone is invited to come watch the landing 
of the Mars InSight, a NASA probe that will help us 
understand the interior of the famous red planet on 
Monday, November 26, 11:30 AM at Granada Hills 
Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. (818) 368-5687.  
Join us for this fun, unique, real-time viewing event.

Binge Drinking, Sexual Assault, 
and Entitlement

By Beth Cone Kramer

The path to what had appeared to be a shoe-in confirmation 
for Brett Kavanaugh has elicited significant responses 
from both sides of the aisle.

 Legal and political issues side, the allegations charged 
at Brett Kavanaugh, as well as his response, have unleashed 
discourse about a culture of entitlement, binge drinking, and 
sexual assault. 
 We can look back at the pivotal moments -- of the 
powerful men in politics, media, entertainment, Silicon Valley, 
hospitality who faced charges of harassment or assault. Many 
of the accused resigned with golden parachutes.
 We can also look back at Brock Turner, the Stanford 
student convicted in 2016 of three counts of felony sexual 
assault. Two rape charges had been dropped. The convictions 
carried a potential sentence of 14 years in prison but Santa 
Clara Superior Court Judge Aaron Persky sentenced Turner 
to six months in jail, of which he served only three.
 Turner recalled in written statements that he had 
consumed 5 Rolling Rock beers, two swigs of Fireball whiskey, 
and 4 additional beers prior to the assault.
 Kavanaugh’s high school friend Mark Judge has written 
several memoirs detailing his Montgomery County, Maryland 
childhood and struggles with alcoholism, including Wasted: 
Tales of a GenX Drunk and God and Man at Georgetown 
Prep. In Tales of a GenX Drunk, he described his high school 

years as marked with binge drinking, alcoholism, and a 
“hookup culture.”
 The Centers for Diseases and Control (CDC) 
defines binge drinking as 5 or more drinks per 2 to 3 
hours for men and 4 plus drinks for women. According 
to a CDC report, over half of the 88,000 deaths related 
to alcohol can be attributed to binge drinking, which 
can result in “dangerous driving, risky sexual behavior, 
and violent behavior.” 

  *  *  *
 CDC:
 U.S. adults consume more than 17 billion binge 
drinks, or about 470 binge drinks per binge drinker 
annually. While binge drinking is more common among 
young adults aged 18-34, more than half of the binge 
drinks consumed each year are by adults aged 35 or older. 
Adult binge drinkers binge frequently, about once a week, 
and at high intensity, averaging seven drinks per binge, 
significantly  increasing  the  risk  of  harm  to  themselves 
and others.
 Binge drinking and sexual assault often go hand 
in hand. Certainly, intoxication does not give anyone a 
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(Continued from page 10)

Binge Drinking, Sexual 
Assault, and Entitlement
free pass for committing sexual assault. But as a society, 
we give an all too knowing nod. “Boys will be boys.” 
 There’s an acceptance of binge drinking that crosses 
with entitlement to give certain men and boys free reign. 
The perception of power, and that includes social power 
in high school or college, is a breeding ground for lack of 
consequence and accountability.
 One in six women in the United States has been or 
will be raped during her lifetime. And one in eight of 
those women will be raped by someone they know. Since 
the Kavanaugh hearings, I have heard from numerous 
women who have shared their stories of assault, mostly 
by classmates or colleagues. Most of these women never 
pressed charges and many had never told anyone until 
now, years later.
 Although #MeToo is a start in empowering women 
who have been the targets of sexual assault, we need to 
change the culture that excuses assault and paints men as 
victims, while blaming women.
 And we need to discourage binge drinking that, 
according to the CDC, increases risk for harming oneself 
or others.

 (Beth Cone Kramer is a professional writer living 
in the Los Angeles area. She covers Resistance Watch and 
other major issues for CityWatch.)

- CityWatchLA

CityWatchLA

California, Dead Last 
in Voter Registration?

By Beth Cone Kramer

A ccording to a WalletHub survey on 2018’s Most and 
Least Politically Engaged States, California ranked 
#50 in percentage of registered voters in the 2016 

presidential election. Using ten key metrics, the state ranked 
#24 in political engagement.
 The personal finance website-based engagement 
rankings on ten key indicators, ranging from percentage of 
registered voters to “total political contributions per adult 
population.” 
Broken down by age, 42.7% of 18- to 24-year olds were 
politically engaged (ranking 25th among 50 states) and 69.2% 
of eligible voters 65 and over (ranking 34 among 50 states). 
With midterm election turnout typically lower, California 
ranked 43rd in voter turnout in the 2014 midterms.
 I sat down with WalletHub analyst Jill Gonzalez to get 
some insight as to why Californians are not registering to vote 
or showing up at the polls. 

 BCK: The criteria for high voter engagement includes 
lack of barriers to vote (ie Voter ID laws, convenient 
registration). California does not have voter ID requirements 
and has made the registration process fairly easy but is 
ranked 50th for percentage of voters in the 2016 elections. 
What accounts for this disparity? 

 JG: Voter accessibility and preregistration policies are 
two of the metrics we used to determine political engagement. 
California permits preregistration beginning at 16 years 
old and has adopted all accessibility policies. However, only 
58% of the eligible population actually voted in the 2016 
presidential election. This could be due to a lack of civic 
education. In California civics are not required for high 
school graduation, and only a third of the state’s residents 
participate in civic groups or organizations. 

 BCK: The percentage of voters 18-24 who voted and 
over 65 who voted in CA are also low. Why is there such a low 
turnout among both groups?  
 JG: If we look at young people, again, the lack of civic 
education could be the main reason. If teenagers aren’t 
taught the importance of voting, then it would only make 
sense that less than half cast their votes. In regards to the 
elderly population, one of the reasons could be lack of interest 
or trust in politics.

 BCK: Another reason cited for increased voter 
engagement is competitiveness of races. Does this impact CA 
election participation?
 JG: It could be. Since California is a blue state, it might 
be that the lack of competitiveness keeps voters away and 
disengaged.

 (Beth Cone Kramer is a professional writer living in the 
Los Angeles area. She covers major issues for CityWatch.) 
Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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**NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. ELIGIBILITY: Open to legal residents of California, 18 or older residing within 100 miles determined by Google maps driving 
directions of any participating Ashley HomeStore locations in California, who are not an employee, contractor, officer, or director of Stoneledge Furniture LLC, 755 Ashley Way, Colton, CA 92324, its subsidiary and affiliated entities, and 
agencies involved in this promotion, or immediate family or household member of such persons. PROMOTION DATES; GAME CARDS; PRIZES; ODDS: Promotion begins 11/23/18 at 10 a.m. PT and ends 11/23/18 at 9 p.m. or sooner if all Game 
Cards are distributed (“Promotion Period”). Visit the Store during Store hours during the Promotion Period to get an official Game Card while supplies last. To reveal whether a Game Card is a prize winning card, scratch off the circle on the 
Game Card. If it reveals “5,000” then to claim the prize, a $5000 Ashley HomeStore shopping spree (ARV $5,000), you must present the card to a Store Manager. Prize claim must be made in person at Store by 12/26/18. Prize must be used 
at store within Eligibility Zone by 12/26/18. Determination of winner subject to verification of eligibility and compliance with Official Rules including timely providing signed Affidavit of Eligibility and Liability and Publicity Release. 500 total 
Game Cards available in the promotion, 1 is Winning Game Card. Odds: 1 in 500 at beginning of Promotion. If due to a printing, production or other error, more than one (1) Winning Game Card is submitted for a prize claim in the Promotion, 
then the intended prize in this Promotion will be awarded in a random drawing from among all verified and validated prize claims received by Sponsor. One Game Card request per eligible person. If prize is not claimed by 12/26/18 it will be 
awarded in Second Chance Drawing. For complete Official Rules by which all participants are bound and details of Second Chance Drawing see Store. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED.

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture 
protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress and box springs are subject to a $10.50 per unit 
CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined 
with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at 
all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. ±Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned 
and operated. ©2018 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: October 30, 2018. Expires: November 26, 2018.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. 
No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be 
rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit 
approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. 
If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other 
balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.
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‡ ‡

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 10/30/2018 to 11/26/2018. Equal monthly payments required for 35 months. Ashley 
Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

Every $500 you finance is only $15 a month!

HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

NOVEMBER 26TH

AT 9PM!

WE WILL BE CLOSED 
THANKSGIVING 
DAY, THURSDAY 

NOVEMBER 
22ND!


