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Who’s Divisive?
By Dennis Prager

ecause the left dominates the news media, the entertainment media and academia, Americans are swimming —
actually, drowning — in an ocean of lies.
Here are a few examples:
America is racist.
America oppresses its minorities.
America oppresses women.
Universities have a culture of rape.
There are more than two genders.
All cultures are morally and culturally equal.
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma were caused, or made more
intense, by global warming.
Israel is the villain in the Middle East conflict.
Western civilization is a euphemism for “white supremacy.”
The latest lie of the left is that, with regard to the conflict
between the NFL and President Donald Trump, the president is
the “divisive” party.
What other conclusion could any fair-minded person reach
when people say with a straight face that Trump is the divisive
party with regard to his conflict with players refusing to stand
for the National Anthem?
Apparently, the question, “Who started it?” means nothing
to the journalists, politicians and NFL players, coaches and
owners who call the president “divisive.”
So, before discussing Trump’s reaction, our fellow
Americans on the left need to answer some pretty simple
questions: Has the behavior of those athletes has been divisive?
Is kneeling while tens of thousands of people are standing
divisive? Is publicly showing contempt for the American flag for
which innumerable Americans risked their lives, were terribly
injured, or died divisive?
The answers are so obvious that if someone denies that
those actions are divisive, it inevitably raises another question:
Why would anyone deny it?
Here are three likely reasons:
First, most people on the left think that they are centrists,
or at most center-liberal. Therefore, they deem whatever they
believe to be normative and deem whoever differs with them to
be divisive and ultimately extremist.
(Continued on page 3)

Aliso Canyon

Toxic?

Town Hall Meeting Set

O

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

n Saturday, October 14th, Dr. Jeffrey B. Nordella will
disclose and discuss the results of the Porter Ranch Gas
Leak toxic tests he conducted in a town hall meeting.
The meeting will take place from 1-4 pm at Hilton Woodland
Hills/Los Angeles, 6360 Canoga Avenue.
A few months back, I wrote an article based on an
interview with Dr. Nordella and his experiment in testing
Porter Ranch inhabitants for different toxins using hair
and urine sample kits. Dr. Nordella will be discussing the
results of what he found from this six-month long research
experiment at the meeting.
There will be 500 open seats, and everybody is welcome
to come. Dr. Nordella encourages everybody to come early,
bring writing utensils, and “buckle up”.
“We are still taking some [tests], but I think after
patients find out what is happening, they are going to want
to kick up and continue testing,” Nordella said. “I anticipate
that the testing will kick up; there will be a desire for people
to want to know.”
Dr. Nordella expressed his thanks to everybody in
helping to make this experiment possible. He also mentioned
that he is “still looking very diligently for office space”.
“I’m not going anywhere. I’m just trying to find a home
that is going to be professional and allow me to see patients
as I did before,” Nordella said.
For more information, contact Dr. Nordella at (818)
363-2273.

“He” Gets the High Ratings

Trump Fumbles and Stumbles;
But “Upsets” NFL and Players

A

By Kenneth S. Alpern

mericans hate overpaid millionaire and billionaire
football players and owners who have long prison
rap sheets, are the worst kind of the role models to
our youths, arm-twist taxpayers to pay for their stadiums,
overcharge and abandon their fans on a moment’s notice,
and don’t seem to understand when or how they’re
disrespecting our Armed Forces and First Responders.
I doubt I’m the only person who grew up watching
football religiously every Sunday and on Monday night,
and I doubt I’m the only person who grew up loving my
favorite football team (for me it was America’s Team, the
Cowboys, even though I grew up in SoCal and earned the
scorn of my classmates who wanted me to love the hapless,
perpetually losing Rams).
And I also doubt that I’m the only person who
absolutely LOVED the Dodgers and the Lakers, and didn’t
miss pro football one whit when the Rams bailed on L.A.
and moved to St. Louis (and THEN you decided to get good
and win the Super Bowl, you losers?).   
Taxpayer funds for a new team and stadium so
that billionaire team owners could get a free ride?
Cozying up to poorly-educated, inarticulate thugs
paid millions of dollars to do WHAT now? All this
for football?
So as the NFL became “What the Hell?”
I stopped giving a rip looong before Colin
Kaepernick became a police-insulting jackass,
and looooooooong before ESPN began a headshaking lurch to the Left.
Because...hey...it’s “obvious” that footballloving, meat-eating, hard-hitting men and
women hate the “racist” police and armed forces
enough to disrespect the flag.   
It’s “obvious” that those watching (or...
maybe NOT watching anymore) football are
Social Justice Warriors who ignore the fact that
men and women without limbs and lives gave
EVERYTHING for the flag, and would LOVE
to stand for the flag...if they could stand at all.
And it’s “obvious” that those otherwiseprone to watching football would (perhaps)
wonder what sort of next generation of
people would be that were prone to spitting
on, and screaming at, those returning from

the Vietnam War. Or at the police, who are increasingly being
under attack and dying after years of being broad-brushed as
racist killers.
So ... let’s go ahead, try to make the overpaid,
millionaire football players and their billionaire owners
into the next generation of Martin Luther King’s because
of President’s Trump’s crass manner of attacking those
not standing for the flag.
By all means, let’s take the side of the Pittsburg Steelers’
leadership for opposing offensive tackle (and former Army
Ranger, and Afghanistan veteran) Alejandro Villanueva’s
decision to stand for the flag while the other team remained in
the locker room during the national anthem.
And while we’re at it, let’s ignore the police unions who
took the side of Tennessee Titans linebacker Avery Williamson
because he wanted to wear a pair of cleats honoring those who
died on 9/11 (including the First Responders...remember?),
because the police are «bad» and ... so is honoring 9/11!
Because the President who referred to anyone kneeling
during the anthem while doing a speech to Alabama voters
as a “son-of-a-bitch” may know one thing that the selfabsorbed and overpaid NFL players and owners who,
like the self-absorbed and overpaid Hollywood
Elite, does not:
Lots of folks may not like the way that
President Trump trash-talks, and lots of
folks may object how President Trump
acts and talks in a non-presidential, nonpolitical manner but they possibly, perhaps
probably, hate one group of people more ...
... and that group would be the very same
NFL players and owners who for years,
perhaps decades, have been alienating
and disgusting everyday Americans by
their actions and their overcharging fans and
taxpayers.
So ... while it’s probably safe to say that
President Trump could have said his anti-sports
league message better, or perhaps should have not
said his message at all, here’s one message that
even the those supporting NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell and the player-protesters cannot
ignore:
(Continued on page 9)

Three Things to Hold on to
in the Middle of the Storm
By

foc A

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford - Shepherd of the Hills

L

ife has its peaks and valleys, its hardships and troubles. If you are going through
a difficult time, or are feeling like a stranger in the world, you will find great
comfort in the book of 1 Peter in the New Testament of the Bible. It is a letter that
the apostle Peter wrote to believers in the first century who were being persecuted for
their faith. From this letter, we can garner three reliable, unfailing, and immensely
encouraging things we can hold on to in the midst of a storm.
First, you have the Bible. It’s your life jacket in the storm when the wind and
waves beat against you. In 1 Peter 1:1-2, we are encouraged as believers that no matter what happens—no matter how we are mistreated or maligned—to “lay aside all
malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking,” and to love God’s Word, the
Bible, which we need to grow in our faith and character. In other words: don’t mistreat others who mistreat you; don’t quit your faith; and keep growing! Knowing and
cherishing the Word of God teaches us these truths, especially in times of trouble.
Second, you have Jesus. Come what may, Jesus Christ is the solid rock to which
we cling. Verse four in Peter’s letter tell us that He is the living stone, chosen and precious. He is also the chief cornerstone upon which the entire Church is built, and He
is immovable. Lastly, verses seven and eight explain that Jesus is a stumbling stone
to those who reject Him. To further explain this Scripture, allow me to share a quick
analogy…
If you were backpacking through the wilderness, what would you do if you encountered a massive rock—at least 12 feet high and 10 feet wide—in the middle of your
path? It depends on your heart and your perspective. Some people might look upon
that stone and rejoice that they have found something true and solid, sturdy and
strong, that can provide shelter or protection from the elements. Other people might
encounter that stone and be offended by it because it blocked or challenged their

course. It’s the same with Jesus Christ. To believers, He is the living stone and the
corner stone of our faith, and we rejoice in Him. Others are offended by Him, and
reject and disobey His Word.
				*		*		*
Third, you have a royal family. Verses nine and 10 in Peter’s epistle explain
that we are not alone in this life because “…you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people.” What an honor to be called such
things by Almighty God! And since He considers us chosen, royal, and holy, what is
required of us? What is our purpose? Verse 9b reveals, “that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” Our purpose is to declare God’s praise! We are to be holy, which means “set apart” from the
culture, because we have obtained God’s wonderful mercy (verse 10b).
In the middle of life’s storms, I hope you hold dear to your heart that you have the
Bible, Jesus, and a royal family. The biggest takeaway from this awesome passage
in 1 Peter, is this: if you have Jesus, you have everything you need. He is our everpresent hope, and He is mighty to save! Please join us at Shepherd Church at one of
our four campuses as we study God’s Word and grow closer to Jesus Christ together.
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDownBook.com) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has campuses in Agua Dulce, West Los Angeles, and the West Valley.
You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram
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Cascades is in the guard-gated village of Westcliffe, set on spectacular home sites
within Porter Ranch that overlook sweeping mountain and city light views.
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By Dennis Prager

hat is the difference between a leftist and a liberal?
Answering this question is vital to understanding the
crisis facing America and the West today. Yet few seem
able to do it. I offer the following as a guide.
Here’s the first thing to know: The two have almost nothing
in common.
On the contrary, liberalism has far more in common with
conservatism than it does with leftism. The left has appropriated
the word “liberal” so effectively that almost everyone — liberals,
leftists and conservatives — thinks they are synonymous.
But they aren’t. Let’s look at some important examples.
Race: This is perhaps the most obvious of the many
moral differences between liberalism and leftism. The essence
of the liberal position on race was that the color of one’s skin
is insignificant. To liberals of a generation ago, only racists
believed that race is intrinsically significant. However, to the
left, the notion that race is insignificant is itself racist. Thus, the
University of California officially regards the statement “There
is only one race, the human race” as racist. For that reason,
liberals were passionately committed to racial integration.
Liberals should be sickened by the existence of black dormitories
and separate black graduations on university campuses.
Capitalism: Liberals have always been pro capitalism,
recognizing it for what it is: the only economic means of
lifting great numbers out of poverty. Liberals did often view
government as able to play a bigger role in lifting people out
of poverty than conservatives, but they were never opposed to
capitalism, and they were never for socialism. Opposition to
capitalism and advocacy of socialism are leftist values.
Nationalism: Liberals deeply believed in the nation-state,
whether their nation was the United States, Great Britain or
France. The left has always opposed nationalism because leftism
is rooted in class solidarity, not national solidarity. The left has
contempt for nationalism, seeing in it intellectual and moral
primitivism at best, and the road to fascism at worst.
View of America: Liberals venerated America. Watch
American films from the 1930s through the 1950s and you will
be watching overtly patriotic, America-celebrating films —
virtually all produced, directed and acted in by liberals. Liberals
well understand that America is imperfect, but they agree with
a liberal icon named Abraham Lincoln that America is “the last
best hope of earth.”
To the left, America is essentially a racist, sexist, violent,
homophobic, xenophobic and Islamophobic country. The left
around the world loathe America, and it is hard to imagine
why the American left would differ in this one way from fellow
leftists around the world.
Leftists often take offense at having their love of America
doubted. But those left-wing descriptions of America are not
the only reason to assume that the left has more contempt than
love for America. The left’s view of America was encapsulated in
then-presidential candidate Barack Obama’s statement in 2008.
“We are five days away from fundamentally transforming the
United States of America,” he said.
(Continued on page 9)
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Home Sales Soar
T

Hollywood Stars Move
Way Left, Crash on Earth

By Michelle Malkin
he numbers don’t lie. Across the entertainment industry, the “fourth year in a row that the network has seen a decline
viewers and fans are tuning out. It’s no coincidence ratings in the crown jewel of its annual calendar,” according to the
are cratering as unhinged celebrities crank up their anti- Associated Press.
Trump and anti-American antics.
Al Gore’s man-made disaster. Among the summer’s
Pro tip, Tinseltownies: Swapping your jazz hands for hottest messes? Environmental scare-monger Al Gore’s
middle fingers and waving resistance fists at your customer base climate change sequel to “An Inconvenient Truth.” The
is bad for business. Let us count the waning ways.
original green Chicken Little flick raked in nearly $50 million
Emmy emetics. Who wanted to see smirking Stephen in 2006. The follow-up this summer, in release for a measly six
Colbert lead a cast of Botoxed starlets and men in hot pants, weeks, scraped up less than $3.5 million in domestic receipts.
handing out TV industry awards to diamond-draped elites Paramount tried to prop up the film with trailer endorsements
hoisting up their gilt statues as emblems of victory on behalf of from Bono, Randy Jackson, Pharrell Williams, Adam Levine
the hegemonically oppressed? Not as many as the boob-tube and Shailene Woodley. But their Hollywood helium couldn’t
titans had hoped!
lift Gore’s cinematic lead balloon.
The show’s overall viewership of 11.4 million tied an all-time
Rolling Stone’s tombstone. The iconic pop culture and
low; the key ratings demographic of 18-49 adults sunk 10 percent music magazine rolled itself into oblivion after publishing
lower than last year’s historic low. Most of America had better its infamous “Rape on Campus” hoax article in 2014. Legal
things to do than watch a privileged cabal of left-wing, coastal costs are approaching $5 million; a third defamation suit by
one-percenters preening indulgently about their progressivism. University of Virginia fraternity members moved forward.
Conservative actor James Wood had the response of the night to Owner Jann Wenner announced that his majority stake in
the Emmy ego-thon, noting that “the stunning lack of political the rag is now for sale. Maybe magazine cover boys and lefty
diversity in Hollywood is interesting, when you consider their multimillionaires Justin Trudeau, Bill Clinton and Barack
consumer base is so evenly divided.”
Obama can pitch in?
Oscars’ abyss. Earlier this year, the Academy Awards
NFL = No fans left. The football field is now a minefield of
show earned the second-lowest viewership ratings in its history. social justice causes, where National Football League officials
Program host Jimmy Kimmel and other celebs turned their countenance Black Power salutes, but ban pro-police decals
stage and red carpet into Trump-bashing soapboxes for anti-cop on helmets after cop ambushes. A recent J.D. Power survey
rants, open borders pleas and Quran promotion.
found that national anthem protests by players were the top
Box office beatdown. Hollywood’s summer movie season reason fans stopped watching games. Viewership at the start
launched more duds than North Korea’s Rocket Man. By of the 2017 regular season was down 13 percent for the NFL
Labor Day weekend, revenue plunged “nearly 16 percent over and NBC from last year’s opener. Gridiron fans are switching
last year, the steepest decline in modern times,” according to the the channel and they’re staying out of the stadiums, too. The
Hollywood Reporter, adding that “(a)ttendance also plummeted, Rams and Chargers barely filled half their stadiums. The
and is almost assured of hitting a 25-year low in terms of the USC-Texas game boasted higher attendance numbers than
number of tickets sold, according to Box Office Mojo.” Variety those two teams’ games combined.
dubbed it “the worst the movie industry has seen in more than a
NFL brass blame hurricanes. But from the boob tube
decade.”
to the big screen to the glossies to the Big Leagues, the fault
I don’t want my MTV. The network that used to broadcast lies not with Mother Nature or the entertainment industry’s
music videos now has a hard time attracting eyeballs to its consumers — but with the fatally self-absorbed, politically
marquee Video Music Awards. Go figure. Its 10th annual toxified stars themselves.
© 2017 Creators Syndicate
awards show was “the least-watched one in its history,” marking
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HELP WANTED
Project Leader, Information Systems
(Northridge, CA) Lead & coordinate contractor coding
& debugging of in-house web-based info system software
projects for health service plan.
Rqt.s Master's in Information Systems or Information
Science and 2 yrs' exp. in job or 2 yrs' exp. in alternate
occupation as Software Engineer.
Fax resume/ref.s to Lindra Frandinata (818) 654-3460.
Heritage Provider Network Inc.

Senior Analyst, Information Systems
(Northridge, CA; 2 positions) Database analysis for
prepaid health service plan utilizing database structures
for management systems.
Rqt.s Master's in Information Technology or Computer
Science & 2 yrs' exp. in job or 2 yrs' exp. in alternate
occupation of healthcare data analyst.
Fax resume/ref.s to Lindra Frandinata (818) 654-3460.
Heritage Provider Network Inc.

Senior Operations Data Analyst, Development

(Continued from page 1)
Likewise, in the eyes of the left — the media, academia and the Democratic Party — it is not professional athletes who have
refused to stand for the national anthem who are divisive; it is the president and all others who condemn the players for doing so.
Was the president’s rhetoric over the top? I believe some of it was — specifically, calling the players “sons of
b———.” No politician, let alone the president of the United States, should use expletives publicly.
But if the president had sharply rebuked the players and the NFL using soaring rhetoric, the left would have
similarly accused him of being divisive.
Imagine the president had begun his comments by saying something along these lines:
“To see professional athletes publicly dishonor the flag for which hundreds of thousands of Americans have died, the
flag that millions of Americans have seen drape the coffin of their child, their spouse, their sibling, their parent, or other
loved one is as morally repulsive as it un-American. Of course, these players have the right of free speech — and so do
I, and that is precisely the right I am exercising now.”
Had he spoken that way, would the left not have characterized him as divisive?
There is a second reason the left portrays the president, not the players, as divisive. They agree with the players that
the flag represents a systemically and socially racist country. How could they not? The left is the primary reason many
Americans believe that America, the least racist multiracial country in history, is a racist country.
A third reason the left calls the president, not the players, “divisive” is that the left will say anything about those
with whom it differs.
And why have non-leftist NFL coaches and owners also called the president “divisive?” Because they if they told
the truth — that the players are the divisive party here — they would have no team.
So, then, if you agree with the players, say so. But have the honesty to acknowledge that it is they — the first players
in American sports history to refuse to stand during the national anthem — that are the divisive ones. Honesty feels
almost as good as fighting conservatives. Try it.
(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)		
© 2017 Creators Syndicate
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he median price of a home in Los Angeles County rose by
9.4 percent in August, compared with the same month a
year earlier, while the number of homes sold jumped by
4.2 percent, a real estate information service announced.
According to CoreLogic, the median price of a Los Angeles
County home was $580,000 last month, up from $530,000 in
August 2016. A total of 7,985 homes were sold in the county, up
from 7,664 during the same month the previous year.
A total of 23,862 new and resale houses and condos
changed hands in Los Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, Ventura,
San Bernardino and Orange counties last month, according to
CoreLogic. That was up 13.3 percent from 21,058 in July and
up 3.2 percent from 23,130 in August 2016.
The median price of a Southern California home was
$500,000 in August, down 0.4 percent from $502,000 in July and
up 7.5 percent from $465,000 in August 2016.
``Southern California posted the highest home sales in
August 2017 in 11 years for both an August and the combined
June-through-August summer period,’’ said Andrew LePage,
research analyst with CoreLogic. ``However, overall summer
sales this year were only about 2 percent higher than last year,
and only because of gains in mid-level and high-end activity.
The number of summer deals for $500,000 or more increased
about 15 percent year over year, offsetting declines of 16.7
percent and 8.2 percent, respectively, for sales below $300,000
and $500,000.’’

(Northridge, CA; 2 positions) Develop ASP.NET serverside web application to produce dynamic web pages with
large-scaled healthcare transaction datasets for health
service plan .
Rqt.s Master's in Information Science & 2 yrs' exp. in job or
2 yrs' exp. in alternate occupation of healthcare data analyst.
Fax resume/ref.s to Lindra Frandinata (818) 654-3460.
Heritage Provider Network Inc.

Senior Operations Data Analyst
(Northridge, CA; 2 positions) Collect and compile data
for health service plan; monitor operational and financial
activities of groups.
Rqt.s Master's in Information Science and 1 yr. exper.
in job or 1 yr exp. in alternate occupation of healthcare
data analyst.
Fax resume/ref.s to Lindra Frandinata (818) 654-3460.
Heritage Provider Network Inc.

www.evalleyvoice.com

Page 3

Governor Jerry Brown’s Million Dollar Conflict
of Interest at Aliso Canyon
By Kevin Connor and Derek Seidman

T

o the shock of many, California state regulators recently
deemed the Aliso Canyon gas storage facility safe to
reopen — the same facility that experienced a massive
methane blow out in 2015-2016 that carried with it devastating
health, economic, and environmental impacts.
In allowing the facility to re-open, state regulators have
effectively chosen to prioritize the interests and profits of the
company behind the methane leak – Southern California
Gas, which is owned by San Diego-based Sempra Energy –
over the interests of residents in communities surrounding the
facility and the public interest writ large.
The decision raises fresh concerns about the state’s close
relationship with the company.
Specifically, Governor Jerry Brown’s sister, Kathleen
Brown, is a highly-compensated board member of Sempra
Energy – a significant conflict of interest that the governor’s
office has apparently taken no steps to manage.
In 2015, when PAI released a report on this issue, Kathleen
Brown’s total compensation from the company stood at
$456,245 from 2013-2014. Since then, her compensation from
the company over the course of her tenure has increased to
over $1.1 million in the form of cash, stock, and other benefits.
Since the leak, the governor and his staff have dismissed
any concerns about this
million dollar conflict as offbase, while taking no steps
to provide a legal rationale
or manage the conflict.

Kathleen
Brown’s
Million Dollar Part-Time
Oversight Role at Sempra
Energy

Kathleen Brown has
served on the Sempra
Energy board since 2013,
a four-year period during
which she has collected a
whopping $1.1 million for
the part-time oversight role.
Kathleen was initially
installed on the company’s
board due to her knowledge of state government, according to
Sempra Energy’s 2014 proxy filing, which cited her “extensive
experience in both the public and private financial sectors,
as well as in-depth knowledge of California government
processes.”
Though she has her own experience in California
government – in Los Angeles city government and as state
treasurer – it is hard to see how her relationship with her
brother, who was serving as governor in 2013 when she was
appointed to the board, would not inform her knowledge
of state government and be a relevant consideration for the
company.

Governor’s Handling of Conflict of Interest

The Brown administration’s main tactic for managing
the conflict has been to deny, dismissively and brazenly,
that it is a conflict of interest or might impact policy in any
way, and then to pivot discussion towards the governor’s
self-proclaimed environmentalist credentials or towards the
reiteration of his professed concern for the health and safety
of citizens.
For example, Deborah Hoffman, Brown’s press
secretary, said that any hint that the Brown administration
did not exercise “its full regulatory and oversight authority”
was “scurrilous and irresponsible.”

October, 2017

Brown spokesman Evan Westrup declared that there was
“absolutely not” any conflict of interest that might impact the
state’s management of the Aliso Canyon crisis, while he dismissed
a report that documented Brown’s oil and gas conflicts as the “[s]
ame drivel, different day.” Westrup then went on to claim that “t]
he state is exercising its full regulatory and oversight authority”
and that the administration’s “focus is the health and safety of
residents, period.”
The San Diego Tribune reports that Brown’s staff “scoffs
at the charges” that the Governor is too cozy with the fossil fuel
industry and that the conflict surrounding his sister is emblematic
of this charge.
For its part, Sempra has either denied any conflict or
evaded discussion of it. Sempra spokesperson Art Larson stated
that “the company saw no conflict,” while he refused to “say
whether Kathleen Brown’s role on the board, and on the board’s
environmental committee, involved her directly in decision-making
or interacting with the state in managing the leak.”
Spectra’s director of corporate communications Doug Kline
would “not give a specific comment on Brown’s role” when asked,
only saying that “[o]ur board of directors has been actively engaged
and regularly briefed on the Aliso Canyon incident.”
Notably, the only public dismissals of conflict of interest
concerns have come from
parties to the conflict of
interest – the governor’s office
and Sempra Energy.
Regulators’ Questionable
Rationale for Re-opening Aliso
Canyon
In
the
press
release that announced the
reopening of Aliso Canyon,
the state claimed that the
decision was made “to
prevent an energy shortage
in Southern California.”
But this rationale has drawn
strong criticism from county
officials, local politicians, and
environmentalists.
For example, the
L.A. Times reports that L.A. Deputy County Counsel Scott Kuhn
says that there is “no immediate need to open the facility” and that
“concerns about energy shortages are overblown.” Kuhn claims
that, even without reopening the facility, “[t]here’s enough gas in
there right now for them to withdraw during any peak day.”
Moreover, the claim that Aliso Canyon must be reopened to
meet energy needs has been rejected by several independent studies,
including one that was commissioned by L.A. County Supervisors
and made public earlier this year.
The report, which was conducted by EES Consulting, Inc.,
found that various mitigation measures would obviate the need
to reopen facility. “Absent an unlikely extreme worst-case case
scenario,” it concluded, “there should not be a need to withdraw
gas from Aliso Canyon during summer 2017.”
The L.A. County report also criticized previous reports
issued by the state that claimed there could be energy shortages
if Aliso Canyon wasn’t reopened. “The various CPUC/California
Energy Commission (CEC) reports are confusing, utilize different
measurement standards and fail to provide the public with a
complete picture of the impact of mitigation measures and the need
for withdrawals from Aliso Canyon,” it said.
An April 2016 study co-authored by several state agencies
and Southern California Gas is a prime example of one of these
suspect reports. The report claimed that if Aliso Canyon was shut
down over the summer, “a significant risk exists of natural gas

curtailments during up to 16 days” that “could interrupt
service and affect millions of electric customers during
as many as 14 summer days.”
However, the report was put together solely by the
the company that stands to profit off of Aliso Canyon
along with state agencies that have questionable ties to
the oil and gas industry. It appears that no consumer
representatives were included in putting together the
report and crafting its conclusions.
The state’s decision to reopen Aliso Canyon has
been widely questioned by many others. The L.A. Times
reports that environmentalists and politicians have
called the move “unnecessary and reckless because
officials have not determined what caused the blowout.”
The drive by state officials and Sempra Energy
to reopen the Aliso Canyon facility, even against the
findings and recommendations of L.A. county and
public interest groups, is symbolic of the larger problem
of rising energy overcapacity in California.
A February 2017 L.A. Times investigation found
that “California has a big — and growing — glut of
power” and that “t]he state’s power plants are on track
to be able to produce at least 21% more electricity than it
needs by 2020, based on official estimates,” not including
rising rooftop solar panel energy production.
- LittleSis.org

Stand Strong and Thanks
for Standing For Us
To Doctor Nordella (with a cc to Valley Voice),

G

reetings. Your voicemail is full otherwise you would
hear of my impassioned sentiments regarding
current circumstances. I just left those messages
for the contacts that you left in the Valley Voice. I am
so glad you were able to reach out to us residents. I had
hoped the rumor wasn’t true. It is very disappointing
and disheartening, to say the least. We need doctors and
people such as yourself to stand for such great causes. In
light of all that we as a community have gone through,
you are a beacon of light and support. You still are, of
course, but you should be supported and applauded for
all that you do and all that you represent.
SCOI, even from a PR standpoint, was so fortunate
to have had someone who goes above and beyond the call.
Aside from their financial benefit of potentially drawing
in more patients, you are a hero to your community. I
was proud to think of you and your work every time I
walked by urgent care to go to my many ongoing doctor
appointments in the building. I was not your patient,
and had I been, I would feel even more incredulous, if
that’s possible. It’s a travesty the politics that discourage
and penalize the progress and spirit of righteousness
that is so necessary and needed in this world and in this
time of greed and self interest.
I won’t further belabor the point but needless to
say, we residents - as individuals and as a group - praise
you and hold you up in honor for all your contributions,
talents, determination, and sacrifice. Truly, I, we, thank
you.			
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Jerry’s “Pick Six”

Meet Gov. Brown’s
“Own” CPUC Board
By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

T

he California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) manages privately owned utility
services in California, such as electric, natural gas, water, and transportation companies.
The CPUC regulates natural gas utility services for almost 10.8 million people through
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E), Southern California Gas (SoCalGas), and several others.
According to Communications Director Terrie Prosper, the CPUC has five Commissioners
who are all appointed by Governor Brown and confirmed by the state Senate.
CPUC President Michael Picker was appointed by Governor Jerry Brown on December
23, 2014. He was appointed as Commissioner by Governor Brown on January 29, 2014.
Commissioner Carla J. Peterman was appointed by Governor Jerry Brown in December
2012. She was previously appointed by Governor Brown in 2011 to the California Energy
Commission as lead Commissioner.
Commissioner Liane Randolph was appointed by Governor Jerry Brown in January
2015. She formerly served as Deputy Secretary and General Counsel at the California
Natural Resources Agency, appointed by Governor Brown in May 2011.
Commissioner Martha Guzman Aceves was appointed by Governor Brown on Dec.
28, 2016. She formerly served as deputy legislative affairs secretary in the Office of the
Governor, working on natural resources, environmental protection, and energy.
Commissioner Clifford Rechtschaffen was appointed by Governor Brown in
January, 2017. He formerly served as Governor Brown’s senior advisor from 2011-2017,
addressing energy and environmental issues.
		

*		*		*

“We have a proceeding underway (called an Order Instituting Investigation;
I.17-02-002) to determine the feasibility of minimizing or eliminating the use of Aliso
Canyon,” Prosper said.
Prosper linked the Valley Voice to several different resources to access for more
information on the CPUC and DOGGR efforts.
According to the Scientific Aviation Report on Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak
Measurement on July 27, 2017, “Flow is channeled through narrow valleys below where the
aircraft can fly, which then requires extrapolation and increases uncertainty.”
Almost a month later, on August 28, 2017, SoCalGas sent a letter to CPUC and DOGGR
updating on Aliso Canyon daily reservoir pressure estimates, daily injection and withdrawal
volume measurements, and average daily tubing and annulus pressure measurements.
“Throughout this process, we have followed, and continue to follow, our applicable
protocols and policies, including agency notification, and we are communicating and sharing
information regularly with DOGGR and the CPUC,” the letter said. “There have been
no releases of gas associated with the pressure anomalies, and even the highest monitored
pressures have been a fraction of the rated capability of the casing.”
For more information about the CPUC, please visit their website at cpuc.ca.gov.
For general questions about the CPUC, please contact them by email at news@
cpuc.ca.gov. , or call them at 415-703-1366.

RENT SOME FUN!

No Drugs
High Tech!

Holistic Blood
Tests to Match
Nutritional Needs
“State of the art
technology for treatments!”
By appointment only.

Dr. Lucy M. Cooper, OMD, DAOM, LAc
Diplomate, Antiaging Medicine ACHM
lucycooperlac@hotmail.com

818.390.3951

RENT SURREYS, SPECIALTY BIKES,
CRUISERS, KIDS BIKES & MORE!
(805) 650-7770 • wheelfunrentals.com • 6300 Balboa Blvd. Van Nuys, CA 91316
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www.acupunctureherbs.net
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Jaylen Jordan, sophomore, spikes the ball to score the final point that wins the first set.

Photo by David Powell

Sierra Canyon School

Langberg Law is currently representing
residents of Porter Ranch, Chatsworth,
Granada Hills and Northridge who
have been harmed by the Aliso Canyon/
Porter Ranch gas leak disaster.

Poised For
Success
By David Powell for The Valley Voice

(Sierra Canyon football team improved to a 5-1 record,
defeating Paso Robles 41-3 in a home game played at Granada Hills High School, Saturday, Sept.30.)

I

n August, the Sierra Canyon football team lost their
first game after winning 13 straight, and a CIF State
Championship in 2016. In the season opening game
against Westlake, the Trailblazers took a 7-0 lead, but
Westlake scored before half time to tie the game at 7-7. A
strong Westlake team, that currently has a top 25 ranking,
dominated the second half to prevail 25-7.
However, with the arrival of a new month, a new
winning streak began. The first game in September
resulted in the Trailblazers defeating Buena (Ventura) by
a score of 42-15. Quarterback Johnny Hawkins completed
10 of 14 passes, including a 51 yard pass to JJ Hernandez
for a touchdown. Chayden Peery completed 5 of 6 pass
attempts. The defense was awesome as they limited Buena
to a minus 39 yards rushing offense.
The following Friday Sierra Canyon dominated Grace
Brethren 35-0. The game had many SC (Sports Center or
Sierra Canyon) highlights. Daniel Kamulali had a fumble
recovery that he scooped up, running into the end zone
for a touchdown. Corey Jones scrambled 55 yards for a
touchdown as he eluded defenders to cross the goal line.
Taft Charter High School was the next team on
the schedule. Sierra Canyon players overwhelmed the
Toreadors, taking a 46-0 lead at half time. Early in the third
quarter the Trailblazers led 53-0. At that point the lights
on the field went dim due to a power problem. Mercifully,
the game was called at that point. In the abbreviated game,
SC had many outstanding plays. Sophomore Hunter
Williams, who has this quote above his locker, “Victory is
earned, never given,” scored four touchdowns.
The potent offense also featured Corey Jones, with a
65 yard pass reception for a touchdown, as well as a pass
reception by QB and wide receiver Johnny Hawkins from
QB Chayden Peery that resulted in a 26 yard play for six
points. The defense was again very strong against the run,
holding Taft to a total minus rushing yards. Adding to the
scoring, the defense also had an 83 yard touchdown run on
an interception by Ronald Kamulali.
The September schedule next presented a rematch
with Redondo Union. Last year in the CIF-SS playoffs the
teams met in the quarterfinal round, where the Trailblazers
outlasted Redondo Union 41-34 in triple overtime. This
year’s away game was less of a nail biter. With graduation
Your case will be analyzed and assessed by Ms. Langberg who gives every
and new underclassmen, the teams were different. The
result was a decisive 38-3 victory for the Trailblazers. One
client individual attention. At Langberg Law you will not be treated as a number.
highlight of the game was a 99 yard kickoff return by SC
junior JJ Hernandez.
With a home game against Paso Robles coming up the
last Saturday in September, the Sierra Canyon football
team has the opportunity to go 5-0 for the month.
(Continued on page 7)
October, 2017
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You can be a plaintiff if you suffered harm from the Porter
Ranch gas leak. The compensation you may be legally
entitled to from Southern California Gas Co. includes:

✔ Payment of your medical bills
✔ Compensation for wages lost by having to miss work
✔ Compensation for damage to your home or land
✔ Compensation for pain and suffering
✔ Ongoing health monitoring

If you or a loved one has suffered injuries or damages stemming
from the Porter Ranch gas leak, please contact Marlyssa Langberg,
Esq. at Langberg Law for a free consultation, 310-717-8051 or Info@
LangbergLaw.com.

With Israel, Arabs

A Middle East First –
Bahrain Seeks Peace!

A

plain-speaking attack against terrorism authored
by HRH King Hamad of Bahrain - was released
at an historic event co-sponsored by the Simon
Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles.
The document, the first of its kind to be written by an
Arab Head of State, calls for people of all faiths to show
respect for, and protection of, the rights of everyone to
practice their religious affiliations in dignity and peace.
HH Prince Nasser bin Hamad al Khalifa, representing
his father, HRH King Hamad, signed the Declaration
along with Rabbi Marvin Hier, Founder and Dean of the
Simon Wiesenthal Center. A 40-person delegation from
Bahrain accompanied Prince Nasser to Los Angeles and
joined with him for his visit to the Museum of Tolerance.
Arab diplomats from across the Middle East, along
with representatives of 15 nations from 5 continents and
300 Interfaith leaders from around the world represented
Christians, Muslims, Jews, Hindus, Buddhists and Baha’i
communities, at the historic gathering.

Photo by David Powell
Freshman Cheyden Peery sets up to pass in the Taft game.

Poised For Success

(Continued from page 6)
Sierra Canyon girls’ volleyball team captured the CIF-SS Division 4 title last year.
The team appears to be even stronger as they move to Division 3 this year. The Trailblazers,
undefeated in league play, feature a strong nucleus of returning players as well freshmen
additions. Returning players include senior Zoe Fleck (UC Santa Barbara commit), juniors
May Pertofsky (Michigan commit), and Zoie Stewart (Yale commit).
Sophomore standout Jaylen Jordan will benefit from last year’s experience with the team.
Jaylen’s athletic skills continue a family tradition. Her grandfather was an Olympic gold
medalist; her mother was an Olympian, and her father played in the NFL. In a brief interview
Jaylen said, “my family is always supportive and there is never any pressure. They want me
to enjoy the game. I look up to my parents as great role models.”
Amanda Olinger and Jordan Pillsbury are also back for another year, joined by freshman
Taylor Simpson, Alexa Horwitz and Laria Bolton. This year’s team is highly ranked nationally
and will play a challenging schedule that includes participating in the Durango Classic in Las
Vegas as well as the Torrey Pines and Redondo Union tournaments in October. The goal is
another championship year. Good luck on another great season SC!

Self-Guided Tour of Artist Studios

Visit Artists’ Studios – See Demonstrations

New works exhibited – Learn about creative processes

Door Prize Drawings * Refreshments
$12 Advance Tickets - $15 Event Day Go To:

www.ChatsworthFineArtsCouncil.com
For more details and information 818 772-1639

get $2

back per

sq. ft.
JOIN US!
Nov. 19: Open House

The ideal setting

for success.

Bishop Alemany’s spectacular 55-acre
campus inspires students to achieve —
academically, athletically, artistically,
and spiritually.
Our superb college preparatory
curriculum enables teens to lay solid
ground work for scholastic excellence
while developing strong core values
that last a lifetime.
Call today to schedule a tour.

Bishop Alemany
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence

www.alemany.org

Curriculum includes
4-year Engineering and
Biomedical Science
project-based programs
Our renowned Campus
Ministry department
teaches values, faith
and development of
the whole student

Variety is the

99% of our students
continue on to top colleges
and universities in the U.S.
and around the world

$2 back per sq. ft through december 31st

spice of landscapes.
swap your lawn for sustainable landscaping and get

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345 • (818) 837-5222 • admissions@alemany.org
October, 2017
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VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Humachina (2003)
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DIAVOLO
25-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY
Sat Nov 11 | 7PM

Also Performing The Veterans Project
Honoring U.S. Armed Forces
FREE FESTIVAL Starts at 11 AM
Full day carnival-style festival of
performances, movement workshops,
family activities, food and fun!
As seen on America’s Got Talent

FLAMENCO LEGENDS BY JAVIER LIMÓN
THE PACO DE LUCÍA PROJECT
Flamenco guitar tribute
Sat Nov 4 | 8PM

iLe

Gaby Moreno

Gaby Moreno LA-based
singer-songwriter and
Latin Grammy winner

THE SACHAL ENSEMBLE—SONG OF LAHORE
Onstage Sessions: East meets West jazz fusion
Tue Nov 14 | 8PM
BERNSTEIN ON STAGE
John Mauceri, Conductor
New West Symphony
Bernstein’s compositions for the stage
Fri Nov 17 | 8PM
ILE / SPECIAL GUEST GABY MORENO
Traditional boleros & classic Latin sounds
Sat Nov 18 | 8PM
IMAGO THEATRE, LA BELLE,
LOST IN THE WORLD OF THE AUTOMATON
Retelling of Beauty and the Beast
Sun Nov 19 | 3PM
ANAT COHEN TENTET
Israel’s hottest clarinet virtuoso
Thu Nov 30 | 8PM

JOIN US
ValleyPerformingArtsCenter.org

170926_ValleyVoice_Diavolo_10x15.indd 1
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SPONSORED

CityWatchLA

Traffic Jams, Water
Pipes Exploding,
Political Corruption …
Who’s Voting for
This Stuff?

W

By Richard Lee Abrams

ho should make the important decisions for society? Should we allow
those folks who support themselves by robbing 7/11 stores to make the
laws concerning armed robbery?
After homeowners have devoted their lives to creating nice residential
neighborhoods, should I be able to buy a few houses in order to open boarding
houses in their midst? After all, I can make more money by transforming a few
large homes into individual eight to ten studio apartments and then renting
them out to mentally ill people living on Section 8 vouchers. I will label the
objecting homeowners “NIMBYs” after I am “nice” to my councilmember and
the Mayor’s favorite charity. Those properties can then be spot re-zoned for
boarding houses or Granny Flats or apartments or whatever else I want.  
This democracy stuff is over-done. The rule should be that whenever I can benefit from
a law, I should get to make the law. Here is how I propose to bring about this new era for Los
Angeles. I shall do nothing to change the status quo. I have just described how Los Angeles
already functions. The thieves will make the laws and the rest of us get to suffer the impact.
Who Voted for this Massive Corruptionism?
Who voted for more traffic congestion so LA now has the worst traffic congestion in the
world?
Who voted to have the fewest parks of any major U.S. city?
Who voted to have water mains burst almost daily?
Who voted for the City to skim off money from the DWP fees so that each year the bills
are higher and the service worse?
Who voted to have tens of billions of dollars in unfunded pension liabilities?
Who voted for the City to be insolvent – again?
Who voted to have the lowest ratio of police officers on the street to citizenry?
Who voted to have far too few paramedics so that people needlessly die?
Who voted to give CIM Group $17.4 million for its project at 5929 Sunset Boulevard
after it broke the law?
Who voted to give almost $200 million to the private Grand Avenue project?
Who voted that none of the office towers on Bunker Hill had to pay property taxes?
Who voted to destroy over 22,000 rent controlled units, thereby creating a horrendous
homeless problem? If none of the units had been demolished, there would be no homeless
crisis.
Yes, we would have some homeless since all major cities have some homeless, but we
would not have the huge unmanageable problem, leaving tax payers with a multi-billiondollar tax burden, while the developers walked off with 100% of the profits.
Corruptionism on Steroids
And here we go again. County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas is upstaging the City’s
Goniff-in-Chief Garcetti and is convening a closed door-secret meeting over the Amazon

Second HG proposal.  
Forget about the Brown Act which requires the public’s business to be conducted in public.
Worse than that, the public is forbidden to attend and the public was not even supposed to know.
That practice, however, is business as usual in Los Angeles. Public votes are a sham at the LA City
Council where 99.9% of the votes have been pre-determined behind closed doors.
Who is CBRE Group Inc.? CBRE Group, Inc. (NYSE:CBG) is the world’s leading commercial
real estate services and investment company. CBRE serves real estate investors and occupiers in
more than 100 countries around the world.
CBRE Group along with politicos like Ridley-Thomas, Garcetti and members of the Los
Angeles City Council stand to make ungodly fortunes if Amazon comes to Los Angeles. Within
days of Amazon’s announcement, Los Angeles has already plunged full steam into corruption
mode, shutting out the public so that a tiny, tiny percent of real estate developers can make gigantic
fortunes while everyone else is told to shut up.  
Yes, in Los Angeles, the Thieves Already Make the Laws
These fancy-schmancy wheeler dealers will agree to whatever billions in taxpayer subsidies
Bezos is demanding. Then, they’ll trot out their BS reasons why we should increase our taxes in
order to make them wealthier.
(Richard Lee Abrams is a Los Angeles attorney and a CityWatch contributor.)

Trump “Upsets” NFL and Players
(Continued from page 1)

NFL stocks are DOWN, NFL support and revenues are DOWN, ESPN viewership is
DOWN, and attendance and viewership of NFL games are way, way, way DOWN.
But by all means, Mr. Goodell et al: Keep up the good fight. Free speech IS a right in this
country, and those who died for the flag DID fight for your right to free speech.
Your fans may abandon you, but you’ll have adoring Social Justice Warriors aplenty to fill
their ranks. So you’ll WIN, right? And WINNING is what football and professional sports is
all about, right?
(Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D. is a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los Angeles, Orange,
and Riverside Counties.) 		
- City Watch

Leftism Is Not Liberalism
(Continued from page 2)
Now, if you were to meet a man who said that he wanted to fundamentally transform his
wife, or a woman who said that about her husband, would you assume that either loved their
spouse? Of course not.
Free speech: The difference between the left and liberals regarding free speech is as
dramatic as the difference regarding race. No one was more committed than American liberals
to the famous statement “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right
to say it.”
Liberals still are. But the left is leading the first nationwide suppression of free speech in
American history — from the universities to Google to almost every other institution and place
of work. It claims to only oppose hate speech. But protecting the right of person A to say what
person B deems objectionable is the entire point of free speech.
Western civilization: Liberals have a deep love of Western civilization. They taught it
at virtually every university and celebrated its unique moral, ethical, philosophical, artistic,
musical and literary achievements. No liberal would have joined the leftist Rev. Jesse Jackson
in chanting at Stanford University: “Hey, hey. Ho, ho. Western civ has got to go.” The most
revered liberal in American history is probably former President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
who frequently cited the need to protect not just Western civilization but Christian civilization.
Yet leftists unanimously denounced President Donald Trump for his speech in Warsaw, Poland,
in which he spoke of protecting Western civilization. They argued not only that Western
civilization is not superior to any other civilization but also that it is no more than a euphemism
for white supremacy.
Judaism and Christianity: Liberals knew and appreciated the Judeo-Christian roots
of American civilization. They themselves went to church or synagogue, or at the very least
appreciated that most of their fellow Americans did. The contempt that the left has — and has
always had — for religion (except for Islam today) is not something with which a liberal would
ever have identified.
If the left is not defeated, American and Western civilization will not survive. But the
left will not be defeated until good liberals understand this and join the fight. Dear liberals:
Conservatives are not your enemy. The left is.
(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in Los Angeles.)
© 2017 Creators Syndicate
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LOCAL Events
9 to 5 the Musical

Raising Funds for First Responders

Councilmember Mitchell Englander is proud to join
the LAPD Air Operations Angels Foundation to support
the men and women first responders of Harris County and
Houston who have suffered financial losses and setbacks
due to the devastation caused by Hurricane Harvey.
First responders committed countless acts of heroism
to save lives during Hurricane Harvey. In the aftermath,
these men and women returned home to face the same
kind of devastation and loss of property that affected
families throughout the storm’s path. The funds raised
during this effort will go directly to the emergency
response departments of the affected area. They will
then be distributed to the personnel who face financial
hardship as a result of the storm.
If you would like to donate, you can do so by
visiting FirstResponderFund.com or by texting
“HELP911” to 41444.

Holiday Boutique

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church is holding a Holiday
Boutique on Friday, Nov 3, 5pm to 8pm and Saturday, Nov
4, 9am to 1pm at 15950 Chatsworth Street in Granada
Hills. Items for sale in the Boutique include Holiday
decorations, handmade gifts and crafts such as blankets,
candy bar novelties, baby blankets and bibs, aprons,
embroidered dishtowels, toys, St. Stephen’s window note
cards and more. Free admission. For more info, call
(818) 891-1759 or email info@ststephenslutheran.com.
Facebook: Saint Stephen‘s Lutheran Church.

Chatsworth Library Book Club

The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be
discussing “The Elegance of the Hedgehog” by Muriel
Barbery at the October 4 meeting. The Book Club meets
at 1:00 PM on the first Wednesday of the month in the
Library Community Room, 21052 Devonshire Street.
For more information, call (818) 341-4276.

The Theater Repertoire group of Our Lady of
Lourdes Church (TROLL) are proud to present their
Fall show, “9 to 5 The Musical” on Fridays October
6 & 13, Saturdays, October 7, 14 at 8:00 pm and
Sundays, October 8 & 15 at 2:00 pm. The musical will
be accompanied by a clothing drive taking donations
of professional clothing for Chrysalis. Come for a fun
evening and help change lives. Our Lady of Lourdes
Stroup Hall is located at 18400 Kinzie St. in Northridge.
Call (818) 639-1469 for more information.

Granada Hills Street Faire

Join the Granada Hills community during a family
friendly Street Faire and Oktoberfest celebration on
Saturday, October 7, Street Faire from 10:00 am to
5:00 pm and Oktoberfest from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
at 17603 Chatsworth St. in Granada Hills. Along with
the classic car show, a variety of tasty food, a stage full
of continuous entertainment, pet adoptions, arts and
crafts, local businesses and the Oktoberfest, this year
there will be a huge fun Zone for the kids. An entire city
block is dedicated to activities for children of all ages.
While the Street Faire is free for everyone, Oktoberfest
Tickets are $20 per person in advance and $25 the
day of the event. For more information, go to www.
granadachamber.com or www.oktoberfestandwine.com.

First Presbyterian Church Luncheon

Harvest Festival

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

Heritage Christian School will be having our
annual Harvest Festival on Friday, October 13th,
from 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm. There will be plenty of familyfriendly fun for those preschool through elementary
age. Join us for moon bouncers, carnival games with
prizes, a talent show, a thrilling treasure hunt and a
marvelous maze. Plus, there will be food trucks to feed
the whole family. Heritage’s North Campus is located
at 17531 Rinaldi St., in Granada Hills. (818) 368-7071.
The following day, October 14th, our South Campus
will be hosting an Open House for those interested in
learning more about our 6th - 12th grades. The event
will start with a presentation at 10:00 am. The South
Campus is located at 9825 Woodley Ave, Northridge.
(818) 894-5742. For more information on either event
visit Heritage-Schools.org.
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Devonshire Street in Chatsworth. The sale is in the
Community Room and includes thousands of almost-new
hardback books and a huge selection of paperback books
all at a fraction of the cost of new. Hardback books are
$1 while paperbacks and videos are only 50 cents. Go
to http://laplchatsworthfriends.org or call (818)3414276 for more information.

Chatsworth Fine Arts Studio Tour

The Chatsworth Fine Arts Council (CFAC) will
be hosting its 2017 self-guided Artists Studio Tour on
Sunday, October 22, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm at My Creative
Outlet Gallery, 21754 Devonshire in Chatsworth. It is
a wonderful opportunity to visit the studios of talented
artists in our community, see new works on exhibit,
view demonstrations, and learn about their creative
processes and inspirations. All ticket holders are eligible
to enter Door Prize Drawings, and enjoy complementary
refreshments. The Studio Tour is a fundraiser for the
CFAC, and all ticket proceeds benefit the community art
activities of the non-profit Chatsworth Fine Arts Council.
For more information call (818) 772-1639 or visit the
Chatsworth Fine Arts Council website.

Free Movie Matinee

On Thursday, October 26, at 1:30 PM there will be
a free showing of Beatriz at Dinner in the Chatsworth
Library Community Room, 21052 Devonshire Street.
The movie is sponsored by the Friends of the Chatsworth
Library. Light refreshments will be available. For more
information, call (818) 341-4276 or go to www.lapl.org/
branches/chatsworth.

Trunk or Treat Festival

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church at 8520 Winnetka
Ave. in Winnetka will hold their 3rd Annual Trunk or
Treat Festival on Friday, October 27th from 5:00pm
to 8:00pm. There will be lots of treats for the children
plus games, bouncers, face painting, food and a Costume
Parade. Food and game tickets will be on sale at the event.
This is a fundraiser for the Youth Group to help send
them to the National Youth Gathering in 2019. Visit our
website at http://www.our-redeemer.org/ or call 818/3413460 for more information.

Northridge Visions Stampede Mural

Progress is being made on the Northridge Visions
Stampede Mural. Volunteers are welcome to join and
have their name added to the plaque. Roger Dolin is
CalRTA Meeting
painting at Catalina Paint Store, 8814 Reseda Blvd.
On October 13, Friday, at 10 a.m., the CalRTA every SATURDAY from 2PM until dark, and now has
meeting will be at the Northridge Women’s Club at 18401 added Wednesdays at the same time. You need not
Lassen Street. Come join us to hear the latest about be a professional, but must be 18 or over. If you can’t
your pensions and consider joining us for lunch after the physically help, we are still taking donations and we are
meeting. Retired teacher Abraham Hoffman, author merely $3,000 away from our goal. For more info, visit
and historian, will discuss his new book California’s www.northridgesparkle.com
Deadliest Earthquakes: A History. Reservations for
a buffet lunch, $16, can be made be contacting Nancy
Seated Yoga / Exercise
Gohata at: (818) 899 4237 or nancygohata@gmail.com.
The Chatsworth Library holds free classes
every Wednesday and Friday at 10:30 AM. The video
Bulky Item Drop Off
classes alternate between seated yoga and seated exercise.
The City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street. For
is offering a free bulky item drop off event for LA more information, call (818) 341-4276.
residents on Saturday, October 14, 8:00 am to 4:30
pm at the West Valley District Yard, 8840 Vanalden
Tiny Tots Storytime
Ave. in Northridge. Accepted items include: bookcases,
Come and listen to Susan as she reads wonderful
carpets, yard trimmings, tires, mattresses and more. stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 AM in
Prohibited items include appliances, batteries, electronic the Chatsworth Library, 21052 Devonshire Street. For
or hazardous waste, scrap metal and more. Only one visit more information, call (818) 341-4276 or go to www.lapl.
per event, and there is a two ton vehicle limit. For more org/branches/chatsworth.
information, please call 311, or call the LA Sanitation
Customer Care Center at 1 (800) 773-2489.

All You Can Eat Pasta Dinner

The Valley Voice is published every
last Tuesday of the Month.

Drive-In Movie Night

Join Councilmember Mitchell Englander and
the CD12 community as we present the classic film,
Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark, during
a throwback drive-in movie experience on Saturday,
October 21 at Shadow Ranch Park, 22633 Vanowen St.
in West Hills. Gates open at 5:00 pm, Food and Fun at
5:15 pm and Movie will begin at sunset. Dust off your
wide-brimmed sable fedora hats and leather jackets and
enjoy a night filled with action, adventure, and freshly
SFV Disaster Preparedness Fair
The San Fernando Valley Disaster Preparedness Fair made food donated by Wendy’s Restaurant. There will
will be on Saturday, October 7, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at be fun activities, and drive-in parking for over 250 cars
Northridge Fashion Center - Pacific Theaters Parking with additional outdoor seating available. For more
Lot, 9400 Shirley Ave. in Northridge. The event is free information and to RSVP, call (818) 882-1212 or email
and community members are encouraged to be disaster Councilmember.Englander@lacity.org.
ready with a Family Emergency Preparedness (EP)
Giant Book Sale
Starter Kit given to each family registered for the event.
On Saturday, October 21, from 10 AM to 2 PM the
For more information and to pre-register, go to www. Friends of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant
valleydisasterfair.com.
book sale. The Chatsworth Library is located at 21052

Learn More About The Younes and Soraya Nazarian
Center for the Performing Arts, formerly named the
Valley Performing Arts Center. Enjoy a luncheon on
Thursday, October 12, 12:00 pm at 10400 Zelzah Ave.
in Northridge with members of the First Presbyterian
Church of Granada Hills and learn more about the
exciting programs and opportunities at the newly
renamed CSUN center for performing arts. The cost is
$14 per person. Checks may be mailed or delivered to
the church with the notation, October 12 MFS luncheon.
Please RSVP by October 6th. No ticket sales at the door.
For additional information, call 818-708- 8596.

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

serve our community and to promote community policing.
For more information visit www.soliddevonshire.org

You’re invited to join Supporters of Law Enforcement
in Devonshire (SOLID) for their 22nd Annual “All You
Can Eat” Pasta Dinner on Friday, October 20, 5:00 pm
to 8:00 pm, at St. Nicholas Greek Church, 9501 Balboa
Blvd. in Northridge. In addition to eating all the pasta
you can handle, there will be a Silent Auction in support
of local law enforcement. Proceeds are used to purchase
“non City-supplied” equipment for our officers to better

Deadline for Non-Profits

Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator
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Fear of Riding?

Thousands of Buses, Thousands of Miles

By Matthew Hetz
n 1992, I began to ride transit in the Los Angeles region. My main concerns have been to reduce
Senior Citizens: The senior population in Los Angeles and the nation is growing, and I
my carbon footprint locally, to reduce Los Angeles’ notorious and harmful air pollution, and am seeing more of them on transit. They board buses and trains with their canes and walkers
globally, to help reduce the looming threats of global warming and climate change.  
and they move slowly. They are regular riders, and do not seem fearful. Indeed, these are
Destructive changes are occurring due to carbon gases emitted by using fossil fuels to power tough people, adjusting to a life compromised by time who refuse to be cowered into staying at
cars and trucks. Yes, some buses burn natural gas, and that produces less carbon gas than does home. They are engaging and most are polite, good at conversation. With the senior population
gasoline or diesel fuel. When a bus carrying forty people is powered by natural gas or a train with growing, they will make up a growing percentage of transit riders.  
a couple hundred passengers is propelled by three electric motors, the efficiencies are greater and
Are those fearful of riding buses and trains fearful of senior citizens?
less polluting than the hundreds of single passenger vehicles stuck in gridlock with exhaust pipes
Students: I see students from junior high, high school, and colleges and universities. I keep
pumping poisons in the air.
an eye on the younger ones for their safety. Many of these kids are well behaved, but naïve;
As I reflected on other people’s fear of riding mass transit in Los Angeles, I began to take more some act like I did when I was their age riding buses, loud and little rowdy. Does this make me
careful note of who it is that rides our buses and trains. I wanted to examine each transit experience fearful of riding transit? No.
closely, beyond the routine of just getting on a bus or train. Looking for the source of these fears,
The college and university students are young adults and take care of themselves. They
I find it is different for women than for men. Do crimes occur more often when riding or close represent a polyglot of ethnicities; many study while riding the bus or train.
to transit? Or do crimes happen more often away from transit? (For me, most rides are without
Suspicious people: Some transit riders do raise suspicion. They can be loud, obnoxious,
incident.) How safe are parking lots and structures? How safe is just walking home from a movie and so forth. But this does not mean they are a threat. Some are mentally ill, talking in a stream
or eating out or shopping?
of consciousness to no one in particular. I leave them alone and they usually just continue
The following observations are only a short list of my experiences riding buses and trains spouting off; some of what they say can be startling in its honesty.
from morning to 11:00 p.m. at night. But I hope they can provide some insight for others:
There are signs and announcements on transit asking riders to report anyone or anything
This is real-life: Riding mass transit in Los Angeles or anywhere else is not like getting on rides that seems suspicious. Such suspicions are not exclusive to transit riding but apply everywhere
in amusement or theme parks within a controlled environment, even though, in those controlled in daily life.
“happy places, there are incidents of crime. Amusement and theme parks must have their own
People of other colors and ethnicities: Riding transit in Los Angeles exposes riders to a wide
security forces to handle problems.
variety of people living in the Los Angeles Region. It’s a democratic experience to sit next to,
Riding transit is different. It’s a real-life parade of humanity, but that’s what makes it both stand near, or pass close to others completely unlike yourself in skin color, ethnicity, cultural
exciting and yet, often quite routine.  
background, social standing or economic class. There are many times when I am the only white
Since we’re talking about real-life, you need not play policeman. If someone or a whole group man on the bus, and it is not a problem. I am not bothered by anyone. Since the trains carry more
of fellow travelers is too loud, just let it go – one of you will eventually leave the train or bus. Of people, being the only white man is less likely, but it happens, and that is fine, not a problem.
course, if anyone is about to be assaulted or harmed, then action is needed: call out to the driver or
If you believe in a color-blind society, there should not be fear of riding transit.
the train operator, call 911, or intervene with others. I must add that in my years of riding transit
Fear of workers: Riding transit, I see all types of workers on buses and trains: office
in LA, I have not experienced this.  
workers, tech industry workers, construction workers, restaurant workers, store clerks, house
But you need to approach transit riding with care. Police in my neighborhood, where there cleaners, nannies, security personnel, medical techs, sometimes young doctors wearing their
have been a rash of burglaries, advise us to “harden the target” by locking doors and windows to gowns with their names and titles, home healthcare aids and bus drivers.
make it more difficult for burglars, creating your own “safe” house or apartment. The same is true
(Matthew Hetz is a Los Angeles native. He is a transit rider and advocate, a composer,
for riding transit: harden yourself, do not become a target.  
Do not walk blindly to and from the bus stop or train station. Look around to see who is there. music instructor, and member and president and executive director of the Culver City
Symphony Orchestra.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
- CityWatchLA
If someone bothers you, stay away. Do not wear flashy clothes
or jewelry.  
Riding transit should not be a cause for fear, but an
opportunity for exploration. It allows us to experience the city
outside the cocoon of the car and to appreciate the wealth of
diversity here that is too often hidden from view when sitting
in gridlock.
Police patrols: Before recent changes made by the Los
Angeles County Sheriff Department, they were the officers
who patrolled Metro; it was spotty at best. If the deputies
were seen, it was usually a large show of force on some train
platform, and that was it. They were rarely seen in the evenings
on regular patrols. Now, local municipalities supply police
coverage, so LAPD is actively patrolling Metro stations and
trains within Los Angeles city limits. The change is dramatic.
Police patrol at all hours, making their presence known; they
also engage with the riders. It is reassuring to see them.
Homeless riding buses and trains: Los Angeles is the
homeless capital of the nation. It is logical that they ride
transit since it is their only way to move around the city. Some
homeless people ride for the purpose of having temporary
shelter.  
I see them with all their earthly belongings in trash bags,
suitcases, backpacks, duffle bags, and boxes strapped to
luggage carriers. They may take up two seats, but do I object?
No. I have a roof over my head, a bed to sleep in, and a closet
full of clothes. I have too many possessions to carry. I also get
three meals a day.  
How can I feel resentful toward a person who may have
not eaten that day, or the day before, who may have spent the
night awake keeping watch over meager belongings, afraid of
being robbed or beaten, and who is now asleep in the daytime,
taking up two seats on a bus or train? I cannot.  
Recently, after 10:00 p.m., I was returning from the
Hollywood Bowl by taking the Red Line to the 7th Street
Metro Station, and from there, connecting to the Expo Line.
After some initial confusion about whether the train on the
track was indeed the Expo Line, I boarded. A woman pulling
a large two-wheeled, collapsible cart hesitantly entered the
train car, looking for a place for the cart and herself. She
was followed by a man with a large box on a dolly who was
encouraging her to find somewhere to sit. They looked clean,
as if they took care of themselves, but both seemed very tired.  
A mindset and an action
They were homeless, looking for places to put their
belongings. My seat had an open space in front, so I moved to
Sierra Canyon’s carefully designed Pre-Kindergarten
another seat so they could move their things to that space, out
of the way of other passengers and the train aisle. They were
through Grade 12 program develops curiosity and mastery
being conscientious about keeping the aisle clear.
in equal measure—propelling your child toward a lifetime
I took my new seat and they went to their seats. These
people were polite and mostly quiet. Soon they were fast
of joyful learning.
asleep, probably grateful for some moments of respite and
shelter before going back to the streets. Some object to
Families from over 85 zip codes travel to Sierra Canyon
homeless people being on trains or buses, but they are there
for our individually calibrated, entrepreneurial education.
and will be until a solution to the housing crisis is found.
There are levels of homeless as transit riders. Once a
Will you join us?
year or so I see a homeless transit rider who is beyond sanity,
who smells and needs to be taken by authorities to be cleaned,
sheltered and evaluated for competency. In my experience,
though, this is not the norm.  
What I do see is homeless people with fear in their eyes
and some shame on their faces. Fear for their safety, and
shame that they exist at that level, trying to live life on the
streets. They do not bother me and I do not bother them.
CAMPUS PREVIEW EVENTS:
There is a strange coexistence among strangers that occurs
UPPER CAMPUS Grades 7 – 12
(818) 882-8121
LOWER CAMPUS Pre-K – Grade 6
when riding transit. This is a prime example.
Saturday,
Nov.
4
9
am
sierracanyonschool.org
I try to follow the compassionate teachings of my
Saturday, Nov. 18 10 am
Catholic faith, aware of the heightened awareness Pope
Francis has brought to the plight of the homeless everywhere.  
Do the homeless really cause fear in some people?

I

Learning forward
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COLUMBUS

#1 IN CALIFORNIA,
#1 IN AMERICA,
46 LOCATIONS
TO SERVE
YOU!

HOTBUY
ALL

PIECES
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Sa Oc at 9

DAY EVENT

Includes Calion Sofa,
Loveseat and Accent Chair

3 $79999

Regular Price $1899.99

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made between 9/26/2017 to 10/9/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 24 months
Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. ††See below for details.

HOT
BUY
ALL
7

SAVE OVER 47 %

PIECES

Regular Price

$2799.99

999

$

99

Includes Predmore rectangular
table and 6 swivel chairs.

on our everyday low prices
On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 9/26/2017 to 10/9/2017. Equal
monthly payments required for 72 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment,
however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. See below for details.

no interest* • no money down • no minimum purchase
NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740

NOW
HIRING!
Sales
Associates

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605
in Long Beach
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA 92562
951-894-7988

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

OXNARD
Located in the Market
Place at Oxnard
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
714-558-5300
SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across From Sam’s Club
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No
interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded
to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is
29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make
your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your
account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.
††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest
will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment
allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
§Buy one bar stool of equal or lesser value and get one free, discount will be taken off both bar stools. ‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy
Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing
specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time;
these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly
as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton,
and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley
HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: September 26, 2017. Expires: October 9, 2017.
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