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Has Mayor 
Garcetti Lost 
Touch with 

Reality?
By Caroline Aguirre

CITY WATCH LA  -  Last month, I received a copy of a 
directive which was sent out to each Los Angeles Police 
Division and the Specialized Units within the LAPD. 

 In essence, it stated that starting September 1 of this 
year, Los Angeles Police officers are directed to pass out 
to individuals they observe on the streets of Los Angeles 
(business owners, shoppers, dinners or just about anyone 
they see) masks bearing the slogan: “WE LOVE LA.” 
 We are in the middle of a severe pandemic and have 
lost thousands of lives. And many more will fall ill to 
COVID-19. As we enter the flu season, we can also expect 
more of the same. 
 Thousands of Angelenos have lost their jobs and, 
as of this date, many have not yet received any type of 
unemployment benefits. 
 The City of Los Angeles has the highest homeless 
population in the nation. But our elected officials for the most 
part have turned their backs on them. There are thousands 
of homeless people including the elderly, women and children 
who have been forced out of their once affordable housing 
units because our city elected officials engage in pay-to-play 
with developers. 
 Not even during the Great Depression did we see 
women and children sleeping on city sidewalks.  Now 
our Mayor has been ordered by Federal Judge Carter to 
remove the homeless population residing over and under 
our freeways. So far, Mayor Garcetti has failed to comply 
with the judge’s mandate. 
 We have seen two current and former Los Angeles City 
Councilmembers indicted by the U.S. Attorney’s office. One, 
former Councilmember Mitch Englander, has pled guilty but 
residents are going to have to pay for the legal defense team 
for Councilmember Jose Huizar and you can bet the price 
tag will be millions of dollars. 
 We have seen a former deputy mayor to Garcetti 
plead guilty, and Huizar former staff member George 
Esparza has also pled out guilty. Esparza, after being 
interviewed by the FBI, was hired by California State 
Assembly member Wendy Carrillo. High Los Angeles 
City officials employed by LA Building and Safety, and 
in Land Use have also entered guilty pleas. 
 How many more will fall? Remember that the FBI 
raided the offices of our current Los Angeles City Attorney 
Mike Feuer, who wants to become LA’s next Mayor. More 
recently, the FBI has been looking at Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Curren Price and at least two or three other 
current LA City Councilmembers. Today, the City of Los 
Angeles is known as the most corrupt city in our Nation. 
 Now I ask, how can anyone say, “WE LOVE LA”? 
 This past Labor Day weekend we had more than 30 
thousand residents without power. It was 120 degrees 
in the San Fernando Valley. It was 113 degrees in the 
Northeast LA area. 
 The city of LA is in poor shape financially. The Mayor 
wants to furlough 15 thousand employees (those at the lowest 
end of the pay scale) and make them take a 10 % pay cut. 
 Here is my suggestion: The mayor and each city 
councilmember should take a 50 % cut in pay until they can 
figure out how to manage our city’s budget. They are greatly 
overpaid for the work they do. 
 Prior to the death of George Floyd, our Los Angeles 
Police officers had been, for the most part, treated with 
respect by community members.  
 But with the mass protests after Floyd’s death we have 
seen our police officers pelted with water bottles, bricks, 
rocks, firecrackers, and called every filthy name in the book. 
 In our Northeast area of Highland Park and Eagle 
Rock, there were protesters ransacking the CVS Pharmacy, 
breaking store windows, and defacing businesses. 
 The most positive outcome of the protests was, for the 
first time that I can remember, people of all colors joined 

together to protest peacefully and ask for change. It was 
sad to see the negative side of the protests when they turned 
violent and destructive. 
 Let me make my position clear. I believe in peaceful 
protests and have participated in many. But protesters don’t 
have the right to inflict harm on others by setting fires, looting, 
stealing, and destroying and damaging public and private 
property. Remember, when one destroys public property one 
is taking away the resources for the neediest communities.      
 Ninety plus percent of our Los Angeles Police officers are 
out there trying to do the best honest job they know how to 
do. They sincerely care about the communities they patrol. 
 I hope all of you take the time to review the video of the 
protesters who broke through the security gates of Chief’s 
Moore’s home. As they were leaving this Porter Ranch gated 
community, other community residents came out of their 
homes and asked the protesters to leave. The protesters yelled 
at at them calling them Nazi’s and worse. These protesters 
are not interested in making positive change or establishing a 
positive dialogue with law enforcement.      
 After that incident we have seen protesters deface a 
number of Los Angeles police divisions and continue to 
verbally abuse police officers as they continue to protest and 
refuse to disperse. 
  
 (Caroline Aguirre is a retired 24-year State of 
California law enforcement officer, LAPD family 
member, community activist and Neighborhood Watch 
captain. Aguirre is a CityWatch contributor.) Edited for 
CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

UCLA Forecast: Economic 
Picture Better, But With Risk

Months after proclaiming the U.S. economy was in 
a recession and a ``depression-like’’ crisis, UCLA 
economists painted a slightly rosier picture, thanks 

to sooner-than-expected business reopenings and the 
ability of consumers and merchants to adapt to health 
restrictions.
 But all is still not well, according to the UCLA 
Anderson Forecast report, which notes that absent an 
effective coronavirus vaccine by early next year and 
another round of economic stimulus payments, things 
could be significantly worse than anticipated.
 ``The economic recovery still has a long way to go 
before we get back to pre-pandemic levels of output and 
employment, and there are significant headwinds to 
getting back to these levels,’’ UCLA economists Leo Feler 
and Jerry Nickelsburg wrote in their report. ``First is the 

course of the pandemic during the rest of 2020 and early 
2021. Will there be a resurgence of cases necessitating 
renewed shutdowns? When will there be a viable vaccine 
that can be widely distributed and that the public will 
accept?’’
 They also questioned whether Congress will get around 
to acting on another stimulus package, given the current 
focus on the U.S. Supreme Court, and whether global 
conflicts -- such as trade issues with China and potential 
economic repercussions from Brexit -- will contribute to 
continued domestic turmoil.
 And more notably: What of the November election.
 ``If the election is not decided on November 3rd, will 
consumer sentiment and business investment suffer?’’ they 
pondered.
 ``And, with our fourth quarter 2020 forecast for 
GDP at only 1.2% annualized growth, it is important for 
business and government decisions to keep the downside 
risks in mind,’’ they wrote.
 They predicted that the nation would end the year 
with 7.8% unemployment, declining to 6.3% by the end 
of 2021 and 4.7% by the end of 2022, ``but will not reach 
pre-pandemic rates until at least late 2024.’’
 ``The employment recovery has initially been fast, 
as workers have been recalled back to their jobs from 
temporary layoffs with the reopening, but continued 
recovery will be much more arduous as more bankruptcies 
unfold and slack demand for sectors with high human 
contact continues,’’ they wrote.
 On the statewide front, UCLA economist Leila Bengali 
wrote that California’s economy will largely track the 
national picture, although some industries will struggle 
more to recover from the pandemic than others.
 ``For example, we expect to see more strength in 
industries such as professional and business services and 
less strength in industries such as other services and leisure 
and hospitality,’’ she wrote.
 Bengali said California’s unemployment rate will 
remain above the U.S. rate, ending 2022 at about 6%.
 ``The housing market is an area where we project 
particular strength and a quick recovery to pre-recession 
levels, with residential building permits almost back to 
their 2020 first quarter level by year’s end and reaching 
just about 130,000 units by the end of 2022,’’ Bengali wrote 
in her report.
 ``Generally, a full recovery to pre-recession levels of 
economic activity is not expected until after 2022 in the 
state.’’
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Where is God?Where is God?
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

you. God is in the story of redemption (v. 15), sending His Son Jesus Christ to die for our sins that 
we may have eternal life. He’s in creation—from the tiniest flower to the majestic redwood trees, 
the countless stars in the night sky, the fearsome ocean, the miracle of a baby (v. 16-19). God is in 
the storm (v. 18) and promises to be there with you in times of trouble. And He’s in the Church…
He is the Great Shepherd of His flock (v. 20). With all its imperfections, God has chosen His 
people, the Church of Jesus Christ as His vessel for taking the life-changing, heart-transforming 

Gospel to the four corners of the world. 
Psalm 77 reminds us that God performs miracles. He leads us through the 

storms of life and upon a sure and dry path through the waters—just as He did for 
the Israelites. Even though you can’t always see His footprints, as the psalmist says 
in verse 19, He is there! God sees you, hears you, knows you, and loves you. Call on 
Him during these uncertain times because God is always in!

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to 
Share Your Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of 
Shepherd Church, which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can 
watch services online or connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Face-

book, Twitter, and Instagram.

A few times in my life, I have stopped by the doctor’s office without an appointment. You 
might ask, “Why would you do that?” Well, perhaps the doctor was a friend of mine. 
Maybe it was a situation when I was just in the area, or it may have been because I 

needed to see a doctor. Whatever the reason, each time, I would walk into that doctor’s 
office without an appointment and ask three questions: 1. Is the doctor in? (Because if 
he’s not there, I might as well leave.)  2. Is he available? (Because he might be in the office, 
but he might too busy to see me.)  3. May I see him? (Because he might actually be 
available, but there’s a chance he just doesn’t want to see me.) We ask these questions 
of doctors, pastors, lawyers, and counselors. But what about God? Have you ever 
asked God these same questions? Is God in? Is God available? Will God see me? In 
the tumultuous times we’re experiencing right now, I would venture to say that many 
people are asking these questions. 

The year 2020 is unlike anything we have ever seen before. COVID-19 has 
brought sickness and fear. Our nation’s economy has taken a huge hit, with many 
businesses forced to close. Recently I saw a statistic that 50 percent of all households 
in Los Angeles are struggling financially. Then we had the tragic killing of George 
Floyd. We’ve had protests and riots; people who are angry, outraged, and hurting. 
What’s more, our country is being divided by unscrupulous politicians and media 
empires. It seems as though we demonize anyone with a differing opinion. Churches have 
been told that they cannot meet indoors or sing praises to God. On top of all that, we have 
fires raging all over the state of California and Oregon. It is common knowledge that as a 
result of all these things, suicide and mental illnesses have skyrocketed. And the question we 
ask is not, “Is the doctor in?” The big question is, “Is God in?” And if He is in, is God avail-
able? And if He’s available, will God see me? Will He hear me? Will He be with me? Does 
He care? Will He comfort me? Will He rescue me?

We find the answer to these crucial questions in Psalm 77. The Psalms are always a 
blessing to read when you’re discouraged, and Psalm 77, specifically, is a goldmine of good 
news. In the first half the psalmist is lamenting and complaining. It is clear that he is in a 
bad place. He writes, “I cried out to God for help; I cried out to God to hear me. When I was 
in distress, I sought the Lord; at night I stretched out untiring hands, and I would not be 
comforted. I remembered you, God, and I groaned; I meditated, and my spirit grew faint” 
(v. 1-3). He wonders why God has seemingly rejected him and whether God’s “unfailing love 
[has] vanished forever.” He asks if God has forgotten to be merciful and compassionate. And 
he almost gives up. But suddenly, he has a shift in his thinking. 

He says in verses 10 through 13, “Then I thought, ‘To this I will appeal: the years 
when the Most High stretched out his right hand. I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, 
I will remember your miracles of long ago. I will consider all your works and meditate on all 
your mighty deeds.’ Your ways, God, are holy. What god is as great as our God?”

We, too, must have a shift in our thinking. When we look behind us, around us, and 
in front of us with hopeful and faithful eyes, we begin to see that God is in! He’s in history—
in our past and all the times He has been faithful (Psalm 77:14). He has never ever forsaken 

Assaults vs. L.A. 
Officers Have Risen 

156%
Los Angeles Police Chief Michel Moore said that assaults against police officers have 

risen 156% compared to this time last year.
 During a Police Commission Meeting, Moore said 282 alleged felony assaults have 

taken place compared to 110 this time last year. He also said most of the incidents took 
place during ongoing protests against police brutality that began in late May.
 ``I’m also calling out to our community leaders and elected officials to voice their 
support of our people, and that there’s not a tolerance for violence against police officers,’’ 
Moore said. ``I hear the need for many changes about our society, including policing, but 
these numbers are troubling, and these trends are serious.’’
 Moore said there was basically no change in the number of assaults against police 
officers between 2018 and 2019.
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Together, Let’s Save
Save Energy. Save Water. Repeat.

Need help paying your bill?
Visit LADWP.com/fi nancialassistance 
or call 1-800-DIAL-DWP. 

As the weather heats up, and you’re staying 
safe at home, we have lots of ways to help 
you stay cool and save on your electricity 
and water costs. ladwp.com/save.

Free showerheads and faucet aerators, and cash 
back on water-saving devices and appliances.

Save Water

Take 5 minute showers.
Run full loads of laundry.
Check and fi x leaks.

Generous rebates and instant savings on 
smart thermostats, advanced power strips, 
window A/C’s and more!

Save Energy

Set thermostat at 78°.
Close blinds or curtains.
Run major appliances at night.

As Fires Rage

California Must Stop 
Building in Burn 

Zones
By Tiffany Yap and J.P. Rose

CITY WATCH LA  -  From north to south, our state is on fire. 
 These blazes have scorched millions of acres. They’ve destroyed homes, shut down 
freeways and forced massive evacuations. Californians are dying in these fires while 

thousands of first responders risk their lives to fight back the flames. 
 So why are local politicians across our state moving forward with high-risk housing 
developments that will increase fire danger and put even more people in harm’s way? 
 In LA County officials are standing by decisions to approve two city-sized housing 
developments in highly fire-prone areas near recent blazes: the 9,700 resident Northlake 
development next to Castaic Lake, and the 57,000 resident Centennial development on 
grasslands on the northern edge of the county. 
 Fire is not new to these places. Between 1964 and 2015, there were 31 fires larger than 
100 acres within five miles of the Centennial site. Since 1960 there have been 270 wildfires 
in the Santa Clarita Valley, including one in 2013 on the Northlake site. 
 Northlake and Centennial were approved by the county board of supervisors over 
the objections of Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, community and environmental groups, and 
independent wildfire experts. 
 Development in fire-prone areas has been shown to increase wildfire risk by leading 
to more human-caused ignitions. For example, powerlines caused the 2018 Camp Fire, the 
deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California history. 

 In fact, about 95 percent of wildfires in California are ignited by human 
sources. Developers tout improved fire safety measures. But even with 
today’s building codes, families and firefighters would still be at grave risk 
when the next blaze inevitably hits. 
 Ignoring an area’s fire history endangers residents and down-wind 
communities. And health and safety impacts of wildfire disproportionately 
affect low-income and minority communities, especially Black, Latinx and 
Indigenous communities. 
 Our society’s most vulnerable (including people who are low-income, 
elderly, disabled, non-English-speaking, homeless or carles s) often have 
limited resources for disaster planning. They’re missed by emergency 
services and evacuation warnings, have less access to healthcare and are less 
likely to receive disaster relief. 
 Yet county supervisors continue to push for development in fire-prone 
areas. This pattern can be seen statewide. In Northern California, Lake 
County supervisors last month approved the Guenoc Valley Development 
just north of Napa County. This luxury resort and low-density development 
would eventually put nearly 4,000 people in a fire-prone area that is currently 
burning in the LNU Lightning Complex Fires. 
 County deference to sprawl developers is irresponsible. It’s also out of 
step with public opinion, as three out of four Californians want to restrict 
housing in wildfire-prone areas, according to a 2019 poll. 
 Given this failure in local leadership, State Senator Henry Stern 
introduced Senate Bill 474 to prohibit development in very high fire hazard 
areas. This much-needed bill would have pushed local officials to prioritize 
the safety of their constituents over developer profits. While it didn’t pass in 
the recently concluded legislative session, it’s likely to come back next year. 
 Wildfires are a natural process in many parts of our state, and climate 
change is expected to increase wildfire potential as conditions become hotter 

and drier and extreme weather events become more common. We need to learn from recent 
fires and prioritize safer development in existing cities. 
 It’s unacceptable for local officials to continue with plans to put thousands of new 
residents in California’s beautiful yet fire-prone landscapes.
 
 (Tiffany Yap, D.Env/Ph.D is a Center for Biological Diversity scientist and J.P. Rose is a staff 
attorney for the Center.)

At our January 15 meeting, we heard a presentation from the developer and architect of 
buildings planned for the south east corner of Rinaldi St. and Wilbur Ave. This location 
has been vacant for a long time and was just this last year the location of a Christmas 

Tree lot. The lot is wide along Rinaldi St, but not very deep because of the 118 freeway and a 
medical office building. The lot presents some unique challenges due to its shape, slope and the 
presence of a water main along the 118 side of the lot. They are not permitted to build anything 
on top of the water main so as to allow access to it for maintenance.
 -  Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

Offices Planned for Rinaldi / Wilbur
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Providence and Cedars-Sinai have teamed up to give San Fernando Valley 

communities the most innovative health care with heart, close to home. 

The expansion at Tarzana Medical Center creates an ultramodern medical 

campus that will enhance the patient experience and provide a greater 

range of advanced treatments, ensuring Valley residents receive quality 

care well into the future.

A partnership 
made for the Valley.

providencecedars-sinaitarzana.org/future

Image by Perkins and Will



LA’s City Hall Could Write the 
Book on Inept Governance

By Dick Platkin

CITY WATCH LA - Robert 
Reich is a distinguished 
UC Berkeley professor of 

public policy, a former Secretary 
of Labor, and a frequent ed-op 
writer.
 I often admire his articles, 
but his recent essay, “The Real 
Difference Between Democrats and 
Republicans,” was only half-right. 
 Any reader would see a city that is 
falling apart at the seams. Its streets 
and sidewalks are crumbling. 
 LA’s air pollution and traffic 
congestion is the worst in the 
nation. Its homeless population 
grows larger, year-by-year. Its 
water mains and sewer lines 
regularly burst. Its urban forest 
is shrinking, a consequence of 
real estate development. Out-of-
character, out-of-scale cracker 
box apartments and McMansions 

have blighted its neighborhoods. Its municipalized electrical grid suffers from frequent blackouts. Its City Council regularly 
pays out millions in LAPD lawsuits for repeated violations of Angelenos’ civil liberties. 
 While the Federal government’s stinginess has made some of these problems worse, especially homelessness, it is not 
the primary cause. A change in Federal policy, such as bailing out local governments during the Pandemic, would help, 
but it would not reverse a long list of inept City Hall practices. As a result, Los Angeles has become a corrupt, unplanned, 
unmonitored city, where felons-in-waiting and slippery bamboozlers make key decisions, in synch with the real estate 
speculators who are their key donors and beneficiaries.  
 Nevertheless, LA’s officials have access to three powerful tools that could still salvage the city: General Plans, monitoring, 
and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). If implemented, they could produce the sound public policies that 
Robert Reich prematurely attributes to his fellow Democrats. With one Republican and 18 Democrats holding elected office 
at LA’s deep blue City Hall, they could methodically transform a rapidly failing city into a well-governed one. 
 General Plan. California state law and the LA City’s Charter require the city to prepare and adopt a General Plan. 
It must have seven mandatory elements (e.g. Housing), but can also include optional elements, such as Air Quality (1991), 
Climate Change, and Economic Development. By law, General Plans must be internally consistent, timely, and implemented 
through ordinances and budgets. 
 LA’s General Plan is out-of-date. Only a few mandatory elements are current, and other crucial elements are either 
ancient: Open Space (1973), Safety (1996), and Public Services and Infrastructure (1969), or simply missing (Urban Forest, 
Climate Change, Economic Development). 
 The all-important Land Use element consists of LA’s 35 Community Plans and two District Plans. According to the Los 
Angeles City Council, they should be updated every six years, but over 15 years of starts and stops, only a handful of Community 
Plans have been updated. While many Updates are underway, they have become a prop for up-zoning real estate schemes. 
When the City Council adopts them, real estate developers can then garner windfall profits by flipping properties -- unless the 
Superior Court again rescinds plans and up-zoning ordinances because they are based on spurious data. 
 Monitoring. All California General Law cities must annually monitor their General Plans to determine if their 
demographic assumptions are correct, if the plan’s goals are being met, and if the implementation programs are working. 
In the case of Charter Cities, such as Los Angeles, monitoring is optional. But Los Angeles legally committed itself to annual 
monitoring reports. While the Planning Department prepared several partial monitoring reports in the late 1990s, the 
monitoring unit still does not exist.  
 As a result, the City of Los Angeles is deliberately flying blind by refusing to monitor its plans.
 Current General Plan elements and monitoring reports should be applied to the City’s operating and capital budgets. 
In fact, LA’s City Planning Commission is charged with reviewing the Capital Improvement Program for consistency with 
the General Plan. But this never happens. The General Plan’s policies and programs are totally disconnected from the City’s 
operating and capital budgets. These parallel lines never meet in the Mayor’s offices or the City Council’s chambers. 
 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). California has provided local municipalities a powerful tool, CEQA, 
to identify the environmental impacts, including climate change, for all public and private projects.  Whether a project 
requires a smaller Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or a full Environmental Impact Report (EIR), decision makers 
are furnished irreplaceable information to approve, reject, or redesign a project to reduce its environmental impacts. 
 LA’s decision makers never take advantage of this good governance tool. Instead, they always certify the most 
environmentally damaging project alternative through a Statement of Overriding Considerations. These are unverified 
claims that a project will generate so many jobs or transit trips that the City Council can overlook a project’s adverse 
environmental impacts.
Unfortunately, City Hall’s actual record flies in the face of claims that Democrats govern through thoroughly vetted 
public policies.
 Of course, Los Angeles, like Sacramento and the Federal government, could carefully review public policy options 
instead of surrendering to lobbyists and campaign donors. But for this to happen, we need to tell the apologists and the 
elected officials to stop gaslighting (deceiving) the public. Officials from both parties have become adept at lofty rhetoric, 
while in private or the small print turn government into an ATM for real estate developers, big pharma, fossil fuel companies, 
health insurance corporations, military and police contractors, and Wall Street in your backyard. 
 
 (Dick Platkin is a former Los Angeles city planner who reports on local planning issues for CityWatch.  He serves on the 
board of United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles (UN4LA) and is co-chair of the new Greater Fairfax Residents Association.) 
Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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LA and the Missing Mayor
By Mac Shorty

CITY WATCH LA - This month marks seven years of Eric Garcetti’s reign as mayor. Those seven years have left many 
Angelinos hard-pressed to name even a single aspect of our civic life that has improved.
 Most recently, Mr. Garcetti has blundered his way through the COVID-19 response. He has pared back on testing sites 

and slots, ignored the plight of low-income communities, and threatened already hurting job creators.  
 The resulting devastation has hit minority communities the hardest. These human beings are not statistics to me. I have 
seen single mothers cast from their jobs like disposable goods. I have had children come to me asking if their futures will ever 
recover.
 I assure them they will. But Mayor Garcetti threatens my ability to keep that promise to those in our community who are 
concerned about their future.
 His mismanagement of the pandemic has only magnifi ed his other failures. Under his watch, homelessness in Los Angeles 
has increased by 75%. Tonight, over 16,000 Angelinos will go to sleep in their cars, and more than 42,000 will have no shelter 
at all. On the streets, they will face hell on earth. 
 A UN report compared Skid Row’s conditions to a Syrian refugee camp. It is a scene of rodents crawling in gutters and 
raw sewage fl owing into storm drains. Public health experts have pointed to the sanitation impact itself as grounds for a public 
health emergency. It’s no wonder that the death toll for the homeless has spiked 76% in the last fi ve years. One homelessness 
expert says a leading cause of death is hyperthermia from exposure to the elements.
 Meanwhile, Mr. Garcetti goes to sleep in his plush taxpayer funded mansion and rents out his personal home for $5,000 
a month. He travels the country seeking to prop up a future career in higher offi ce. In one 12-month stretch, he spent 112 
days—more than 30 percent of his time—away from LA. 
 With him so removed from the crisis, is anyone surprised that his remedies have failed?
 So-called “Project Roomkey,” which was supposed to allow homeless individuals to stay in vacant hotel and motel rooms, 
was dead on arrival. So was his promise to build housing for the homeless through Measure HHH. Four years after voters 
approved $1.2 billion to build 10,000 units, less than 50 units have been completed. Meanwhile, astronomical development 
costs have cut the number of units promised from 10,000 to 6,000.
 Where he has failed in the temporary fi x of housing, he has also failed in the long-term cure of job creation. Mr. Garcetti 
has all but dropped his promise to eliminate the city’s business tax, even though job creators say it is the chief reason they 
won’t come to LA.
 Adding to our fi scal problems, Mr. Garcetti has made no attempt to control the rising costs of pension benefi ts. The result 
has been cuts in services and decaying infrastructure, including horrifi c traffi c and a deteriorating subway system. Spending on 
pension and retirement benefi ts for city workers now consumes 20 percent of the general fund—four times what it did in 2002. 
 While these problems fester, an ongoing, FBI-led corruption probe will likely distract our missing mayor. The LA 
Times reported that the ongoing FBI investigation into City Councilman Jose Huizar has expanded to include “current and 
former members of Garcetti’s administration.”
 Through cronyism, neglect, and absenteeism, Mayor Garcetti has made the disparities of Los Angeles worse than ever. 
People are now pouring into the streets—sometimes to protest, sometimes to live in tents, sometimes to die.
 That is why some Angelenos are advocating for his recall, because they believe it is the only way to secure the new 
beginning we so desperately need.
 There is a virus ravaging Los Angeles, and it won’t be cured by Eric Garcetti. Together, let’s set Los Angeles on a new, 
united path.

(Mac Shorty is a former Methodist minister, former vice chair of the Watts, Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, and founder 
of the community repower movement) Posted fi rst at Townhall.com.

Trump, always infuriated by criticism, has called for columnists who disparage him to be fi red, hecklers at his rallies to 
be beaten up, and TV stations to lose their licenses if they run ads vilifying his handling of the pandemic — calls routinely 
amplifi ed on social media by tens of thousands of his followers.
 When a Babson College professor joked that Iran ought to bomb “sites of beloved American cultural heritage” like 
the Mall of America and the Kardashian residence, a right-wing website launched a campaign that got him fi red.
 The new Cato survey found that more than one in fi ve Americans (22 percent) would support fi ring a business executive 
who donated money to Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential campaign, while 31 percent would be OK with fi ring someone 
who gave money to Trump’s re-election campaign. The urge to ostracize or penalize unwelcome views isn’t restricted to 
just one end of the spectrum.
 Americans’ right to free speech is shielded by the Constitution to a degree unmatched anywhere else. But our First 
Amendment guarantees will prove impotent if the habit of free speech is lost. For generations, Americans were raised to 
see debate as legitimate, desirable, and essential to democratic health. They quoted Voltaire’s (apocryphal) aphorism: 
“I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to the death your right to say it.” Editors, publishers, satirists, and civil 
libertarians took to heart the dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who wrote that “the principle 
of free thought” is meant to enshrine “not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we 
hate.”
 But that principle has been turned on its head. The “thought that we hate” is not tolerated but stifl ed. It is reviled as 
taboo, forbidden to be uttered. Anyone expressing it may be accused not just of giving offense, but of literally endangering 
those who disagree. And even if only some people lose their careers or reputations for saying something “wrong,” countless 
others get the chilling message.
 “And so dread settles in,” writes journalist Emily Yoffe. “Challenging books go untaught. Deep conversations are not 
had. Friendships are not formed. Classmates and colleagues eye each other with suspicion.”
 And 62 percent of Americans fear to express what they think.
 The speaker in Norman Rockwell’s painting may have had something unpopular to say, but neither he nor his 
neighbors had any doubt that it was appropriate for him to say it. Now, such doubt is everywhere, and freedom of speech 
has never been more threatened.

Fear of Speech Replacing Freedom of Speech

End to Corruption?

LA Council Takes Steps to 
Increase Accountability of 

Development Process  
A Los Angeles City Council committee advanced several proposals intended to create more oversight and 

transparency of city development projects, in response to recent corruption cases.
 One of the proposals the Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations Committee approved was to 

develop policies that would expand the requirements for when council members have a conflict of interest and must 
exclude themselves from voting on certain projects.
 These standards would be the same ones used by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Authority, according to the motion.
 ``It is incumbent on this City Council to go above and beyond in its measures of transparency and accountability,’’ said 
Councilman David Ryu, who co-authored the motion. ̀ `This legislation would give Los Angeles the highest recusal standard 
of any city in the nation, and the people of Los Angeles deserve nothing less.’’

Manager, Managed Care Systems
(Northridge, CA) Installing, configuring, testing, 
supporting, upgrading & maintaining EZ-Cap 
claims adjudication platform; developing & 
maintaining op. stability of electronic data 
interchange systems, extract, transform & 
load data warehouse & data mgmt apps, incl. 
design, interface, integration, enhancement 
& maintenance of apps & reporting within 
multiple IT systems. Req’mts: Bachelor’s 
degree in Computer Science or Electronic 
Engineering or related field of study or a foreign 
equivalent degree and 2 yrs exp in position or 
2 yrs alt occup exp in enterprise application 
development integration management. Fax 
resume/ref’s to Mr. Lindra Frandinata, (818) 
654-3460. Heritage Provider Network, Inc.



Gov. Newsom Vetoes
Anti-Semitic Courses

AMCHA Initiative Director, Tammi Rossman-Benjamin, issued the following statement 
in response to California Governor Gavin Newsom’s veto:
  “We applaud Governor Newsom for keeping politics and anti-Semitism out of an 

educational curriculum. There is an important distinction between the broad and worthy 
field of ethnic studies, with its goal of understanding and celebrating the contributions of 
California’s and our nation’s diversity, and the narrow field of “Critical Ethnic Studies” that 
the developing California curriculum is modeled after. 
 The mission of this narrow understanding of ethnic studies is to promote political beliefs 
and political activism that are antithetical to the educational setting, inherently anti-Semitic 
and pose a dangerous threat to Jewish students. 
 We commend the Governor for recognizing this important distinction, and we hope that 
moving forward, the state legislature will take steps to ensure that state approved instructional 
materials and K-12 classrooms are free from political bias and not used to advance political 
causes.”
  Earlier last month, AMCHA organized a letter from 80 organizations that urged Newsom 
to veto AB 331, a bill that would have mandated high school students take a course based on 
the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum (ESMC), a curriculum currently being developed in 
California. Rossman-Benjamin also recently published an op-ed in theJewish Journal calling 
for this veto.
 The letter and op-ed pointed out that although commitments were made by the Governor 
and the Department of Education to address the anti-Semitic nature of the first draft curriculum, 
new additions in the latest version pose serious threats to Jewish students. For example, as noted 
in the letter, the latest draft “gives school districts the option of offering a UC A-G pre-approved 
course that includes a unit on ‘Irish and Jewish Americans: Redefining White and American,’ 
which requires students to write a paper ‘detailing certain events in American history that have 
led to Jewish and Irish Americans gaining racial privilege’ and asks students to ‘think critically 
about why and who is allowing this evolution in white identity.’ 
 At a time when anti-Jewish sentiment, hostility and violence has reached truly alarming 
levels, indoctrinating students to view Jews as ‘white’ and ‘racially privileged’ is tantamount 
to putting an even larger target on the back of every Jewish student,” warned the groups. In 
addition, an Arab American Studies lesson, the source of much of the blatant anti-Zionism 
and BDS promotion in the original draft, was recently added back into the curriculum, 
without the option of review before the public comment period ends.

(Continued from page 6)
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How Can a Rain Barrel
Fix the World?

Rabbi Becky Hoffman
Temple Ahavat Shalom, Northridge

You may notice these barrel things popping up on new houses around your neighborhood.  
They are rain barrels. The goal of a rain barrel is to collect rain water and to reuse it 
for other purposes.  You might be asking yourself at this time, “Why do we need a rain 

barrel if we are in the middle of a drought?”  The answer is obvious – it is because we are in 
the middle of a drought.   Every drop of water is precious and needs to be preserved and used 
wisely.
 At times, it seems crazy to talk about a rain barrel and filling it with water when there has, 
literally, not a cloud in the sky.  However, it was the perfect time in our Jewish year because 
it is at this time that we add new words to our prayers for rain. We say, “Mashiv Haruach 
U’moreed Hagashem,” meaning, “The One who causes the wind to blow and the rain to fall.”  
These words are added from the beginning of Sukkot through Passover.  Why would we add 
these words now?  This period correlates with the time of the harvest.  This is a time filled with 
anxiety and uncertainty for the financial future of an agriculturally based society.  This one 
line insertion expresses the desire for a successful outcome for the harvest season.
 Many, or dare I say most, of us are not farmers.  Yet, as Californians, we have a deep 
understanding of the need for rain.  If you have been on a drive through the central part of our 
state, all you need to do is look at the ground and see the effects of the drought.  You can also 
look at the signs that the farmers have placed on their land, screaming for the need for more 
water.  You can see their anxiety and prayer for a successful harvest in a tangible way.
 So is a rain barrel going to fix the world?  The rain barrel provides us a reminder of the 
connection between our needs and the natural world.  It conveys how much of our lives are 
not necessarily in our own personal control.  At a certain point, all we can do is give over our 
lives to God and say it is in God’s hands.  At the same time, the rain barrel also tells us that we 
do not have to be complacent in a world that may appear to be beyond our control.  We could 
throw up our hands and give up or we can do something about it.  We can change our own 
destiny just by collecting a little bit of rain. 
 As we enter these fall months, I encourage you to get in touch with the natural world 
around us.  As the seasons change, it is a reminder that we are deeply connected to our 
environment and it is our responsibility to make sure that it is kept safe for our future.  And 
maybe, with hope in your heart and dreams of a bountiful harvest, you will go out and get a 
rain barrel.

  The groups, in their letter, also noted that many California citizens do not support the 
“politically-charged, polarizing and divisive ‘critical’ ethnic studies approach,” instead 
favoring a “multicultural approach that celebrates and unites,” and that many of California’s 
Jewish families are concerned that “critical ethnic studies’ overt anti-Jewish bias will serve to 
increase anti-Semitism.”
 AMCHA monitors 450 college campuses across the U.S. for anti-Semitic activity. The 
organization has recorded more than 3,500 anti-Semitic incidents since 2015. Its daily Anti-
Semitism Tracker, organized by state and university, can be viewed here.
  AMCHA Initiative is a non-partisan, non-profit organization dedicated to combating 
anti-Semitism at colleges and universities in the United States.

 The committee also approved a motion for full council consideration to seek ways to 
require any meetings between developers and individual council members be disclosed if 
they are held outside of a public forum.
 ``One thing we cannot legislate is personal integrity,’’ said Council President Nury 
Martinez, who also chairs the rules committee. ``However, we also have this land-use system 
that is in real need, serious need of reform. Currently, (it) just doesn’t really work for anyone.’’
 The committee also moved forward to have a report prepared by the City Attorney’s Office 
on ways to prohibit a property owner or developer from seeking approvals or entitlements if 
a court ruling determines they conspired to violate city laws and other measures.
 The proposals are related to the fallout from the alleged conduct of suspended Councilman 
Jose Huizar, who was indicted earlier this year on federal charges of conspiracy to commit 
bribery and racketeering while he was chairman of the Planning and Land Use Committee.
 Huizar has since pleaded not guilty to more than 30 federal charges.
 But the proposals also were related to the conduct of former Councilman and PLUM 
Committee member Mitch Englander, who recently pleaded guilty to a federal criminal 
charge for obstructing an investigation into whether he took cash, escort services and 
other gifts from a businessman involved in major development projects in the city.
 Part of the series of proposals the committee approved was to develop criteria for 
``high-value projects’’ to be considered directly by the full City Council instead of at its 
PLUM Committee.

Accountability of Development Process  
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What’s 
Happening in 
Las Vegas?

By Wayne Allyn Root

Oh, boy, do I have a story for you. Who doesn’t love Las 
Vegas? It’s America’s favorite city. It may be the world’s 
favorite city. It’s my adopted hometown for 20 years 

now.
 Until recently, I never thought anything, or anyone, could 
ever destroy Las Vegas. I was wrong. Everyone needs to hear 
about what’s happening here. Las Vegas and the state of 
Nevada are in deep trouble. 
 What happens in Vegas doesn’t stay in Vegas. We are the 
canary in the coal mine. What happens in Vegas is coming to 
your city and state. What happens in Vegas is a warning for the 
entire USA.
 Here are a few Vegas stories you won’t see in television 
ads.
 First, I have to tell you about Democratic Nevada Gov. 
Steve Sisolak. The D isn’t just for Democrat. It stands for 
DUMB, as in clueless, ignorant, blind, deaf and very dumb.
 We’ve somehow won the dreaded reverse lottery.
 Our clueless or suicidal (take your pick) governor made 
the decision to shut down the Nevada economy back in March, 
thereby killing the entertainment capital of the world. Six 
months later, while casinos are open, bars are still closed, and 
churches are limited to 50 congregants.
 This madman is killing both the saints and the sinners. 
The bar owners and church leaders should get together and sue. 
 But wait, it gets much worse. Because all events are still limited to 50 attendees or less, 
there are no conventions, conferences or concerts in Vegas. We are the entertainment and 
convention center of America — except without the entertainment or conventions.
 
    *  *  *

 Although pools are open, our guests have to wear masks while sitting by the pool, in direct 
sun, with temperatures around 110 degrees most of the summer. How refreshing! We’re now 
the mask-at-the-pool capital of America.
 While you have to wear a mask while sitting by the pool, even though you’re outdoors 
and chairs are 6 feet apart, only steps away, hundreds of guests are in the pool without masks, 
kissing, dancing, gyrating and drinking in a tangled mass of human anatomy. Obviously, 
COVID-19 only attacks people lying in a lounge chair, not dancing in the pool inches from one 
another.
	 My	fiance	and	I	love	Vegas’	world-class	restaurants.	We	sit	only	feet	from	the	bar.	But	no	
one can sit at the bar. Live music is banned. Obviously, while COVID-19 won’t attack you at 
your table next to the bar, it will kill you instantly if you sit at the bar or listen to live music.

 Mail-in voting is encouraged for everyone in Nevada. But we all stand next to hundreds of 
other Nevadans at Costco, Walmart, supermarkets, banks and CVS. No problem. COVID-19 
clearly only kills voters, not shoppers.
 Our governor never said a word as thousands of often violent Black Lives Matter 
protestors caused mayhem on the Vegas strip 20 nights in a row. COVID-19 must only be 
spread by Republicans.
 Because of all these absurd, idiotic, confusing rules, Vegas just lost the National Finals 
Rodeo	to	Dallas,	Texas,	for	the	first	time	in	over	30	years.	Dallas	will	allow	20,000	spectators.	
Our Nevada governor would only allow 50 spectators in Las Vegas.
 That’s thousands of jobs lost, thousands of small businesses damaged, hundreds of 
millions in revenue lost. And, of course, there’s no tax revenue either. How will our socialist 
governor fund his massive welfare programs and failing public schools?
 But the NFR is just one event. We’ve lost all of them. Every convention is canceled. 
There is no tax revenue to pay for any government services, let alone our gleaming new NFL 
stadium for the Las Vegas Raiders. No fans are allowed to attend for the entire season. Where 
will the tax money to pay the mortgage come from? Oh, boy.
 Did I mention that while over 200,000 Nevadans lost their jobs because of this governor’s 
decisions, many of them still (six months later) can’t get unemployment checks? The system 
is	 horribly	 broken.	The	 governor	 can’t	 find	 any	way	 to	 fix	 it,	 six	months	 later.	 But	 his	
unemployment department did manage to close for the Labor Day holiday — while tens of 
thousands of Nevadans are starving.
 
 (Wayne Allyn Root is a CEO, entrepreneur, best-selling author, nationally-syndicated talk 
show host on USA Radio Network and writes for Creators Syndicate.) 

L.A. is Facing Huge Deficit
By Jack Humphreville

CITY WATCH LA  -  In September, Mayor Eric Garcetti released his Budget Policy 
and Goals for Fiscal Year 2021-22 to the General Managers of All City Departments 
(except Water and Power, Harbor, Airports, and the two pension plans).

	 But	you	would	hardly	know	that	the	City’s	budget	and	finances	are	bleeding	cash	
and	the	Reserve	Fund	is	under	significant	pressure.		
 The shortfall for next year (FY 2021-22) is projected to be $228 million according 
to	the	City	Administrative	Officer.	This	deficit	is	understated	because	it	does	not	reflect	
the impact of Covid-19 on the City’s seven economically sensitive taxes.  There is the 
real possibility that the budget gap could reach $500 million. 
 However, the City also needs to address this year’s anticipated shortfall of between 
$200 and $400 million which, more than likely, will exceed $500 million based on 
current conditions.  
 
    *  *  *

	 These	 deficits	 are	 the	 result	 two	 factors.	 Last	 fall,	 the	Mayor	 and	 City	 Council	
approved	budget	busting	labor	agreements	with	the	police	and	firefighters	that	blew	a	
$1.6 billion hole in the City’s budget over the following four years.  And in March, the 
City’s economy was crippled by Covid-19, resulting in revenue shortfalls of about $50 
million	a	month,	or	about	$300	million	over	the	last	six	months.	As	a	result,	the	Reserve	
Fund has been forced to cover these losses.  
 Over the next two 
years, the City may be 
looking at a combined 
shortfall of $1 billion.  So 
rather than focusing on 
next year, the City needs 
to act now to stop the 
hemorrhaging that is 
jeopardizing the City’s 
solvency. No more kicking 
the can down the road. 
 The City must take 
decisive action, NOW!


