
“Too Cozy with Utilities”

It Will Take More than Promises
To Repair the PUC’s Tarnished Image

By Dan Walters

The California Public Utilities Commission must, 
by its nature, straddle the fine line between 
providing consumers with dependable electric 

power, natural gas and other utility services at fair 
prices and protecting the financial health of the huge 
corporations that supply those services.
 Over the past few years, however, two natural 
gas disasters and a scandal involving the closure of 
a nuclear power plant underscored long-standing 
criticism that, as Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de 
León said last month, “the PUC is very cozy with the 
utilities it regulates.”
 The occasion was a Senate Rules Committee 
hearing on Gov. Jerry Brown’s nomination of two 
of his senior advisers, Martha Guzman Aceves and 
Clifford Rechtschaffen, to the powerful agency that 
holds sway over at least $50 billion in utility rates each 
year.
 As events unfolded in recent years, the 
Legislature began demanding deep structural reforms 
in the agency, which was created in 1911 to oversee 
railroad freight rates but whose reach expanded 
greatly in the decades that followed. Brown, however, 
resisted a fundamental change in the ostensibly 
independent agency, and insisted that by overhauling 
its membership, public confidence could be restored.
 When he appointed Aceves and Rechtschaffen 
last December, Brown praised their “sound judgement 
and a commitment to protecting ratepayers.” But some 
consumer groups have since portrayed them as being 
too solicitous to the utilities they regulate, particularly 
when they and other commissioners allowed Southern 
California Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon natural gas facility 
to reopen on a limited basis less than two years after it 
was the site of the largest methane leak in U.S. history.
 It and the disastrous 2010 explosion of a ruptured 
natural gas line in San Bruno loomed large in 
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"And the Children Shall Lead"

Welcome Back to School, Kids

Porter Ranch 
Popular Doctor 
“In Transition”

I would like to thank the Valley Voice Newspaper for giving 
me the opportunity to communicate directly to the people 
of Porter Ranch. Also, I want to thank the patients, for 

the trust you have instilled in me over the past eight years as 
Medical Director of Porter Ranch Quality Care.
 As most of you know the Southern California Orthopedic 
Institute, (“SCOI”)  is no longer in need of my medical services 
as they have stated to me personally. Numerous reasons have 
been given for their decision, one of which is that SCOI is in 
negotiations for their acquisition by the UCLA Health group. 
Unfortunately, in my opinion, this is not truthful.
 This decision is clearly against my wishes! I have offered 
in writing, to sit down and have a face-to-face meeting to 
communicate directly with SCOI management in an attempt 
to change this very disruptive pathway. Their response and, 
without a meeting, “Please note that it remains SCOI’s 
position that your employment relationship with SCOI will be 
terminated effective September 1, 2017.”
 Unfortunately, they have refused any communication with 
me despite my stressing the fact  that as an advocate of the 
community and in the midst of our clinical study of the nations 
largest gas leak, this could not be worse timing for the people. I 
have also made SCOI aware of the large number of elderly 
patients I am medically responsible for. 

  *        *  *
 Because I have an ethical, and legal obligation to advocate 
for my patients I will be seeking legal action.
 If you wish to express your dissatisfaction with SCOI’s 
decision you may do the following:
 Contact Michael Sawyer, CEO for SCOI at (818) 901-6600 
ext 3320.
 Contact Dr. Ronald Karzel, Medical Director for SCOI 
at (661) 254-6364.
 I am doing my best to make alternative arrangements so 
that I am available to you as a physician. If you would like to 
contact me directly, my new email address and phone number 
are:  docn.medcare@gmail.com and (805) 444-6098. 
 It is my recommendation that you immediately request 
a hard copy of your medical records from SCOI that you can 
physically pick up and keep as a master copy for not only any 
future health issues, but also in regards to the mass tort litigation.
 Finally, I am not changing my plans to publicly present my 
findings of the “Tox screen study” the community has been a 
part of. That presentation is to be announced. 
 I hope to see you there.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey B. Nordella M.D.

Three “Crown 
Jewels” Signal 
Porter Ranch’s

Resurgence
Valley Voice Special Report

Approximately one year ago, on July 3, 2016, a Los Angeles 
Times article concluded that Porter Ranch’s future was in 
the, “eye of the beholder.” How does Porter Ranch look one 

year later?  What can residents and businesses do to ensure a 
bright future for our community?
 Many experts analyze where investment is occurring 
to measure a community’s potential and status.  There are 
three crown jewels of real estate development which reveal a 
resurgent Porter Ranch. Hidden Creeks, an upscale residential 
development has not received its final approvals; while the 

DOGGR

Fox Guarding the 
Henhouse?

Aliso Canyon is open for business – per the story also on 
this page on the CPUC  - this time thanks to the California 
Division of Oil and Gas and Geothermal Resources, also 

known as DOGGR – with Gov. Jerry Brown’s  “fingerprints” 
all over the restarting process.
 The readers of the Valley Voice will have to determine how 
much Brown weighed in on the opening based on his three key 
appointments to DOGGR, all made in October 2015. 
 Ken Harris, acts as sole supervisor, and it was his 
unilateral decision on Aliso Canyon, acting on behalf of his 
agency, which handles all drilling, operation, maintenance, 
plugging and abandonment of oil, natural gas, and geothermal 
wells. He was also appointed at the same time by Brown to 
head the Department of Conservation (DOC), and has had 
extensive experience with complex regulatory matters.
 Brady Van Engelen (lt. U.S. Army (retired) a special 
assistant to Harris, who was seriously injured in Iraq in 
April 2004.
 Finally, Republican Bill Bartling, who the Bakersfield 
News reported as “the next top regulator who may be a political 
appointment.” He has worked for numerous oil and gas 
companies, including Chevron, as supervisor for exploration, 
supervisor for production and research, and as a geologist and 
geophysicist. He also worked at Occidental Petroleum Corp. 
Last, he was selected by our Governor to serve as deputy 
director overseeing local oil and gas activity.

Kayla Gonzalez, Valley Voice Reporter,
Contributed to the Story
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WE BUILD MORE THAN HOMES,  
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CityWatchLA

Affordable Housing 
Parcel Tax Is Not

Affordable
By Jack Humphreville

In an Op-Ed column Tax Land, Not Development in the 
Los Angeles Times, three professors at the UCLA Luskin 
School of Public Affairs have proposed a “flat tax of $3 per 

day on every parcel in the City” to fund affordable housing in 
the City of Los Angeles.  This “small land tax” would replace 
the proposed linkage fee on new residential and commercial 
development that would raise “only” $100 million a year, an 
amount that the three professors deem insufficient to solve the 
City’s housing problem. 
 But this “small land tax” of $3 a day is equal to $1,100 
a year.  And based on 785,000 parcels in the City, City Hall 
would be flooded with $860 million a year, a truly scary 
thought given the lack fiscal responsibility and managerial 
competence of our elected officials.   
 This $860 million in new taxes is the equivalent of a 16% 
increase in our property taxes, a 1.3 cent bump in our sales tax, 
or a 15% increase in the City’s $5.8 billion budget.  It is over 
$200 for every Angeleno and over $850 for a family of four.  
 For the owners of an average house valued at $500,000, 
their property taxes would increase 20%.  
 The three professors make a valid argument that the linkage 
fee on new development will increase the cost of residential housing 
and therefore discourage new housing.  But the linkage fee is 
chump change compared to the costs associated with the impact 
of Measure JJJ that was approved by the voters in November, 
inclusionary housing, project labor agreements, overly restrictive 
work rules, and the requirement to pay prevailing wage, all of 
which will add 25-35% to the cost of a project.  
 All these costs will lead to more luxury housing and even 
higher rents, making the City less affordable for all Angelenos 
other than the top 20% of wage earners and trust fund 
beneficiaries.  
 Unlike the linkage fee that can be enacted by the City 
Council and the Mayor, this $1,100 parcel tax must be approved 
by two-thirds of the voters.  But this will not stop City Hall who, 
along with the County, State, and Community College District, 
have already socked Angelenos with $1.6 billion in new taxes 
over the past year.  This includes our share of the new $5.2 
billion gas tax, but does not take into consideration the impact 
of the new Cap and Trade legislation.  
 This would be in addition to new taxes that will be needed 
to fund the $4 billion cost to repair and maintain our streets and 
sidewalks, the $1.5 billion for the revitalization of a small section 
of Los Angeles River (Mayor Garcetti’s pet project), the $500 
million to improve the Civic Center surrounding City Hall, 
the $470 million to upgrade the outdated Convention Center, 
and the $8 billion for the City’s storm water program. And this 
does not even begin to include the cost of paying for the City’s 
unfunded pension liability that is north of $20 billion according 
to Moody’s Investor Service, the national bond rating agency.  
 Over the next 15 months, the Mayor and the City will 
be all over us to approve new taxes, including those for 
affordable housing.  
 City employees are enjoying over the top compensation 
packages that will only get richer in the upcoming, behind 
closed doors negotiations with the campaign funding leaders 
of the City’s labor unions.  
 The days of “Trust Us” are over.  We cannot afford a 
20% property tax increase. We can no longer afford this city. 
Or, perhaps this Mayor and this City Council.

Diversity in the Church:
Christ's Love for All

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
By foc A

One way that Christians can demonstrate their love for Christ is by how they love people—all 
kinds of people.  Not just those who look like us or speak our language, but also those who 
come from different social and cultural backgrounds.  According to Ed Stetzer, a Christian 

pastor and missiologist, diverse churches remain rare.  He said, “Everybody wants diversity, but 
many don’t want to be around people who are different.”
 The early Christian churches were diverse on multiple levels, which fulfilled the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, which Jesus Christ quoted in Mark 11:17, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all the nations?’” The Apostle Paul personally experienced the 
abundant diversity in the church of Antioch, where for the first time Jewish and Gentile Chris-
tians worshiped God together as equals (Acts 11:19-26).
 It is good to remember that underneath our varied cultural heritage, personal preferences, 
political views, and economic backgrounds, we all share the oneness of being a child of God.  As 
Christians we are charged to connect to all peoples of all cultures.  As believers, we have been 
united with Christ through salvation.  All of those who are one with Jesus Christ are one with 
each other.  Paul writes in Galatians 3:28, “In Christ, there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  
  World travel, increased immigration, and modern technology have brought us closer to 
peoples from all over the world.  As believers, we need to get rid of the fear and anxiety that 
separate us from one another.  Through faith in Jesus Christ we are no longer “strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of the household of God…” (Ephe-
sians 2:19). Where there is diverse membership, the church benefits from the perspectives and 
gifts each racial, cultural, and socio-economic group offers.  A church that represents all the 
colors of the rainbow gets to enjoy the beauty of that rainbow.  
 Our church should be a gathering of people radiantly living the command from Jesus when 
He said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  (John 13:34-35)  
 Christ’s love extended to all kinds of people—the rich, the poor, the sick, Gentiles, Sa-
maritans, the lovable, the despicable.  Christ’s love must motivate and compel us to extend the 
same love to others. As His disciples, we are to follow His example.  Our walk and our attitude 
should resemble our Master’s walk.
 Revelation 7:9 provides a forecast of the diversity that will be present in Heaven:“After 
these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” I look forward to that great and 
wonderful day. But in the meantime, let us prepare our hearts by encouraging and celebrat-
ing diversity today! 
 
Edited by Carmencita F. Davino, Ph.D.
 
Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDownBook.com) and 
the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has campuses in Agua 
Dulce, West Los Angeles, 
and the West Valley. You 
can connect with Dudley at 
www.LiftUpJesus.com and 
on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram.
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LA Observed

As the L.A. Times Turns ...
By Ellen Alperstein

The 62% eclipse of the Southern California sun was accompanied by an eclipse of jour-
nalists at the L.A. Times that left only 66% of the news side editors shining brightly 
from the masthead.

 As a longtime former employee of the LAT and a 30-year subscriber who is sad and 
frustrated over the paper’s decline, I am not optimistic that the new regime installed by 
the Deep Thinkers at Tronc will effect any profound, positive change -- the explanatory 
flackery issued by Tronc executives reads like that of the previous deck-chair rearrangers.
 But if Messrs. Dearborn and Levinsohn are truly sincere in their expressed desire to 
“invest more heavily in news in Washington, improve its culture report and its coverage of 
sports,” this reader would like them to:
 -  Compete harder in national political coverage; actually break stories instead of 
making their chased versions of other papers’ coverage pretty on the front page, then 
crowing about the design. Content matters.
 -  Question the wisdom of devoting the whole Calendar section to a single event 
(“Hamilton”) that, as marvelous a production as it might be, is still a 2-year-old show that 
opened in New York and since has been covered since six ways from Sunday (see chasing 
above). Is this good judgment in the entertainment capital of the world?
 -  Return the sports section to journalistic credibility instead of fanboy pandering. The 
section sends a staffer to cover the Little League World Series but resorts to wire coverage 
for the Angels, who are still in contention for a playoff spot? The fourth-largest newsroom 
in the U.S. has only a single sports columnist, who’s short on curiosity but long on soulless 
opinion? Install another strong voice into the sports columnist ranks, one with interests 
beyond the predictable, and the energy to pursue them.

Vineyards mixed-use development and Toll Bros.’ residential development have each been fully 
approved. 
 Porter Ranch is an upscale community with award winning schools, low crime, luxurious 
housing, diverse retail opportunities, an outstanding YMCA, close proximity to health care; 
but unfortunately, the community experienced a setback arising from the gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon Facility. 
 While the facility’s use has been restricted, its future remains uncertain. Some in our 
community suggest that to reduce or remove any stigma, we should encourage new, upscale 
developments.
 Shapell Industries, the developer of the Vineyards, recently held a ground breaking 
ceremony.  This will be a $150 million, 345,000 square foot, open-air mix of retail, residential 
and commercial uses at the corner of Rinaldi Street and Porter Ranch Drive. The Vineyards 
promises to be comparable to the finest Southern California shopping destinations.  It will be 
Porter Ranch’s answer to The Grove in the Fairfax area, and the Commons in Calabasas, both 
of which are beloved by their respective communities. 
 City Councilman Mitch Englander termed the Vineyards, “an elegant design and first-rate 
retail experience.”  The Councilman also envisioned that this would be a, “communal space” 
for residents. To many, the investment of $150 million is a confirmation of confidence in Porter 
Ranch. Whole Foods Market and Kaiser Permanente’s 50,000 square foot medical building are 
among the announced tenants at The Vineyards. 
 According to local real estate brokers, residential home sales are increasing and prices are 
rising at Toll Bros.’ new home communities and the resales of existing homes.   Sales prices have 
eclipsed the pre-gas leak levels.  Toll Bros. has opened two new, upscale housing neighborhoods, 
Canyon Oaks and Westcliff Estates.  A fifty acre public park is coming soon, and two sets of Toll 
Bros. model homes are under construction on the west end of Porter Ranch.  These two Toll Bros.’ 
communities are adjacent to Hidden Creeks Estates which is owned by the Forestar Group.
 Hidden Creeks has larger lots and is also designed for the luxury housing market. Hidden 
Creeks is interpreted as another example of Porter Ranch’s resurgence. This is a master 
planned, amenity-rich, community of 188 single family homes on large lots, 25 of which are 
designated for equestrian uses, with lot sizes a minimum of 20,000 square feet, and featuring 
direct access from the lot’s back yards to the trail system.  The development will also feature a 
16-acre public park,130 acres of dedicated open space, a state-of-the-art equestrian center, and 
miles of hiking and equestrian trails. 
 Forestar announced its promise to balance all of the various community interests when 
initially planning Hidden Creeks.  The development’s fully improved public park, equestrian 
uses, open space and hiking and equestrian trails confirm that that promise is met. 
 Hidden Creeks will be before City decision makers later this year, and many residents and 
businesses welcome the development as another indication of confidence in our community.
 Wayne Avrashow, Forestar’s attorney, confirmed that to respond to community input, 
Hidden Creeks was re-designed.  The updated map has substantially less grading, the access 
will be Sesnon Boulevard instead of Mason Avenue, the open space has been increased and the 
habitat areas and wildlife corridors have been expanded. The “development footprint” has 
been reduced fifty acres or 23%. 
 Mike Sanders, Forestar’s local representative, detailed that the Hidden Creeks Environmental 
Impact Report was also revised. The EIR includes a detailed analysis of the impacts to Hidden 
Creeks from the Aliso Canyon facility gas leak. During the gas leak, independent scientists 
conducted extensive testing at Hidden Creeks and concluded there was, “No significant risk of 
adverse human health impacts to future residents in Hidden Creeks site from either a leak at SS-
25 or hypothetical well closer to Hidden Creeks.”
 The Vineyards, Toll Bros.’ numerous upscale communities and Hidden Creeks Estates all 
share the hallmarks of prestigious developments.  Viewed collectively, they are three “crown 
jewels” that confirm sophisticated corporations are committed to making substantial investments 
in Porter Ranch.  These developments will eventually total nearly one billion dollars in valuation. 
 To our community, these three crown jewels are more than just numbers on a balance sheet, 
they provide an answer to the question posed a year ago by the Los Angeles Times as to the 
future of Porter Ranch.  These three confirm the present and future of Porter Ranch as a premier 
community to live, work and shop.

Three “Crown Jewels” Signal 
Porter Ranch’s Resurgence

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)
the hearing, as did a state auditor’s report that accused the PUC of “the appearance of 
improper influence in its public decision making.”
 The latter involved not only the natural gas cases but scandal surrounding the closure 
of the San Onofre nuclear power plant in Southern California.
 In 2014, the PUC approved a settlement that imposed 70 percent of the closure costs 
on Southern California ratepayers, but it was revealed later that the deal was hammered 
out in a private meeting between a Southern California Edison executive and Michael 
Peevey, then the president of the PUC, in a Warsaw hotel room.
 Peevey, a former utility executive, finally stepped down amid demands that the case be 
reopened. However, the PUC has refused, so far, to change the decision and talks between 
Southern California Edison and consumer lawyers on a compromise have proved fruitless.
 “The settlement is appropriate and should stand,” said SCE President Ron Nichols in 
a statement. “It ensured our customers do not pay for the faulty steam generators from the 
time they failed and the plant was no longer providing power.”
 San Diego Attorney Michael Aguirre, who’s been sparring with SCE and the PUC 
over the case, contends that the shutdown stemmed from managerial failures and therefore 
utility stockholders, rather than ratepayers, should shoulder most of the cost.
 Aguirre says he’ll pursue the case in federal court if the agency refuses to reopen the 
case. He’s also demanded emails he says may show that Brown was involved in the San 
Onofre decision, which Brown’s office has flatly denied. But the PUC has refused to release 
the communications and so far has won in court over that aspect of the situation.
 Under questioning by Rules Committee members, Aceves and Rechtschaffen insisted 
that their appointments signal a new era of transparency and accountability for the agency. 
Rechtschaffen said he wants to “change the culture of the PUC.”
 They may be sincere, but the PUC has been deeply tarnished and polishing its image 
will take more than words.
 SoGalGas was given until 6 p.m. that Saturday to respond to the temporary stay, 
which it did by mid-afternoon, utility spokesman Chris Gilbride said.
 Not long after receiving the response, the appellate court called off the previous 
day’s temporary ban.
 Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger expressed disappointment with the 
latest court decision and vowed to continue the fight.
 ``This decision by the Court of Appeals to dissolve the temporary stay (blocking) 
re-injection at the Aliso Canyon facility is an unfortunate setback for the community 
of Porter Ranch and the northwest San Fernando Valley,’’ Barger said in a prepared 
statement. ``The County will file a full writ petition with the Court of Appeals on 
July 31, requesting an immediate stay to allow the Court to consider the merits of the 

It Will Take More than Promises
To Repair the PUC’s Tarnished Image

petition.
  ``I strongly believe that without a root-cause analysis, seismic risk assessments and a 
longterm energy reliability study, this facility – which jeopardized the health and safety of 
local families for months -- should not be allowed to reopen.’’
 But CPUC Executive Director Timothy Sullivan said the facility would be restricted to 
about 28 percent of its normal operating capacity, ̀ `just enough to avoid energy disruptions 
in the Los Angeles area.’’
 Concerns have been raised in the months since the leak about the possibility of electrical 
shortages due to the lack of natural gas from the Porter Ranch-area facility to operate 
Southland power plants.
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CityWatchLA

Is There a Future 
for the Fossil Fuels 

Industry?
By Joel Kotkin

Perhaps no economic issue — even trade — is as divisive as 
the energy industry. Once a standard driver of economic 
progress, the conventional energy industry has become 

increasingly vilified by the national media, sued by blue state 
attorneys general and denounced throughout academia. Some 
suggest that the industry should be demonized and hounded 
much as occurred in the case of tobacco. 
 Yet, is this attack entirely justified? Unlike tobacco, en-
ergy is a huge economic driver, and conventional fossil fuel 
industries employ roughly 2 million people nationally, while 
hosts of industries — notably agriculture, manufacturing and 
warehousing — depend on reasonable energy prices and con-
sistent delivery. Overall, fossil fuels last year accounted for 81 
percent of all U.S. energy consumption. 
 The one great exception is California, long a major oil-
producing state, where fossil fuels are about as popular as 
herpes. In order to enhance its obsession with promoting cli-
mate “leadership” — likely to reduce emissions globally by 
a mere 0.4 percent by 2030 — the state has declared war on 
this industry, even though most Californians still depend on 
the gooey stuff, particularly for transportation. Once, we pro-
duced a lot of fossil fuel, but now we import a majority of it 
from abroad, taking an economic asset and turning it into a 
permanent deficit. 
 Doom or future boom? 
 In the past, advocates for “green energy” tied their agen-
da to concerns over “peak oil,” suggesting that renewables 
will save us from dependence on an increasingly scarce re-
source. More recently, given the huge increase in U.S. energy 
production, the argument has shifted to the notion that there’s 
too much oil, and that prices will not support the industry. 
 Others suggest that the industry be undermined for envi-
ronmental reasons. Yet, the reality is that most advanced coun-
tries — and developing countries even more so — depend heav-
ily on coal, oil and gas. Some of these countries, like China, talk 
a good game, but continue to construct ever more coal plants, 
seek to buy more oil, including from the United States, and nur-
ture an expanding automobile sector. 
 Seeing the demand, frackers and offshore drillers have 
reason to stay in the game. Indeed, according to some projec-
tions, an improving global economy and a decline in produc-
tion from the energy bust will drive prices up, perhaps to well 
over $100 a barrel, within the next three years. 
 To pursue a cleaner environment, instead of dogmatically 
calling for a total ban on the development of fossil fuels, includ-
ing natural gas, we can still develop our reserves while nurtur-
ing renewables at the same time (Texas manages to be No. 1 in 
oil, gas and wind energy), and hope that, over time, they be-
come more competitive economically. 
 Ultimately, we have to find a way to grow our economy 
and clean up the environment at the same time. In this pro-
cess, fossil fuels can play an important transitionary role, as 
we move to lower emissions, in ways that do not condemn 
more and more Americans — and people elsewhere — to 
permanent economic stagnation.

Why it Must be Closed

Porter Ranch 
Engineer Examines 

Aliso Canyon
A Valley Voice Special Report

By Joseph Goldstein, Porter Ranch Resident

Bureaucratic wheels typically move slowly, sometimes 
resulting in positive action, but not too smoothly in the 
case of the Aliso Canyon Gas Reserve.  Here is where the 

system also pointed to many extreme and glaring faults.  As the 
saga unfolded, we saw that basic safeguards were not in place to 
handle the blowout, and that procedures did not exist to suitably 
and quickly contain the failure.  
 The situation continued to explode into a major debacle 
which has not been resolved to this day.
 At the first hearing board in January 2016, the SoCalGas 
generated schematic of the wells, did not show shut-off valves at 
the well source.  This was the first indication that common safety 
features were not included in the design, and THAT would appear 
to fault SoCalGas.  
 Then it became known that the valves had been initially in-
stalled, but were allowed to become inoperative.  That incriminat-
ed both SoCalGas in maintenance decisions as well as DOGGR in 
not properly monitoring the approved installations.  In discussing 
this at the January 2016 forum, it was clearly presented to SoCal-
Gas, DOGGR, and CPUC that this seemed a design and opera-
tional shortfall, and coupled with the possibility of earthquake, 
essentially assured the failure and possible repeat.  
 A subsequent e-mail from Teresa Schilling, of the Depart-
ment of Conservation to a Porter Ranch resident clearly stated 
that it is...”our plan...to seal this well forever, and to make sure all 
of the other wells at the site are safe before we authorize SoCalGas 
to inject any more gas into storage.” 

   *  *  *

 In August, 2016 at the “DOGGR Requirements for Cal Un-
derground Gas Storage, Article 4, Section 1726”  preliminary gas 
storage rules meeting, between DOGGR and the public, I person-
ally noted that Section 1726 was unclear on retrofit requirements.  
Section 1726.5 clearly stated that requirements include “surface 
controlled subsurface safety valves”, but THAT WAS ONLY FOR 
NEW ACTIVITY.  No reference was made to adding these valves 
as retrofit to any existing, in-process, or pre-approved systems.  
 In a subsequent review of a SoCalGas letter to DOGGR and 
CPUC, dated Nov 1, 2016, I noted to DOGGR and CPUC that the 
“Fitness for Service Analysis” presented was not a Risk Manage-
ment Plan, not a Safety Analysis, nor a thorough Fault Analysis 
of the cause of failure..ie…root cause analysis (all of which are 
required per Section 1726).  
 Their letter, upon which DOGGR and CPUC have acted, dis-
cussed risks based on fitness for service of the existing configura-
tion.  It offered verification by checking the installed installation, 
it spoke to as-installed pipelines, it mentioned washout and flood, 
but not EARTHQUAKE.  And under Integrity Management  Ac-
tivities, SoCalGas committed to a monitoring task, but not con-
sideration of repair or replacement of the sub-surface valves that 
had been in place but non-operative for years.  In a Dec 5, 2016 
letter to PRNC offering the “validation for fitness for service”, it 
is to be noted that this SoCalGas conclusion was premature since 
the failure analysis did not recognize earthquakes. 
 In all my years in aerospace engineering, working with the 
FAA as the equivalent to DOGGR, public safety has always been 
the over-riding consideration.  

Sempragate

No Blackouts 
Develop As Aliso 

Canyon Opens
By Patty Glueck, Porter Ranch Resident

S ince SoCalGas has resumed operations at its Aliso 
Canyon gas storage site, it has been reported that 
methane levels have been spiking especially in the 

late evening or early mornings on a near daily basis.  
Residents have been reporting smells of mercaptans as 
well as experiencing the same symptoms (bloody noses, 
asthma attacks, etc.), that they experienced during the 
four-month blowout in October 2015, and after that.
 For now, SoCalGas had been ordered to operate 
this facility at a 28 per cent level.  What will happen if 
the gas company can go full blast?
 Most residents and environmental groups have 
called into question the judgement of the CPUC to al-
low SoCalGas to reopen its site after over 600 days of 
being offline.  Mind you, not a single blackout caused 
by the lack of Aliso gas occurred during this time, 
despite the insistence of the gas company that there 
would be without Aliso.
 This moratorium was due to the passage of SB-57 
in the California legislature.  But CPUC did not honor 
what SB-57 dictates: that, first, a comprehensive safety 
review is to be conducted.  Every disaster is investi-
gated, but not the 2015 blowout.  No root cause analy-
sis (standard with any disaster) nor seismic study has 
been done, despite the insistence of many geologists, 
the LA County Fire Department, and even recently, 
a former manager at the site, who had informed his 
higher ups in 2009 that a quake occurring on the Santa 
Susana fault, one which transverses all of the wells at 
the site, would have “catastrophic” results.  No Aliso-
specific risk management plan has been submitted to 
the satisfaction of LA County fire.

  *  *  *

 SoCalGas refuses to release a list of materials used 
on its wells over the years, even though many, includ-
ing the LA County Dept. of Public Health, have called 
for this list.  It will not willingly cooperate with a prop-
er health study, instead negotiating with the AQMD 
for a $1million “assessment,” while a panel of health 
experts insisted that a bare minimum study would cost 
at last $40 million.
 I call upon the residents of the northern SFV to 
stay vigilant.  Report any strange odors to the AQMD 
hotline, 1-800-cut-smog.  Report any health com-
plaints you believe are related to Aliso to the county 
health department.  Get on the email lists for the Por-
ter Ranch Neighborhood Council, whether you live in 
the boundaries or not, and for Save Porter Ranch.  In 
mid-September, local physician Dr. Jeffrey Nordella 
will be presenting the findings of chemical testing con-
ducted on many residents.  This town hall will be an 
important event for everyone who lives here.
 As for the state closing down the facility in ten 
years, that is ten years too late.  With unfixable seismic 
and fire dangers, as well as the lack of need for this 
facility, according to many engineering studies, Aliso 
needs to be shut down permanently immediately. 

Report Exposes 
Brown’s Favoritism 

For Sempra
The consumer advocacy group, Consumer Watchdog, 

presented a new report exposing Governor Brown’s 
clear favoritism for Sempra and SoCalGas in recent 

decisions taken by oil and gas regulators and the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). This press conference 
took place immediately before a CPUC workshop assessing 
the feasibility of closing the second-largest natural gas 
reserve in the West after the biggest methane well blowout 
in U.S. history. The CPUC concurred in a decision by oil 
and gas regulators to resume high pressure injections at 
Aliso Canyon without knowing the cause of the blowout or 
performing needed seismic and other tests before restarting 
operations.
 During Brown’s latest two terms as Governor, Sempra’s 
value has gone up more than any other investor-owned util-
ity in California. The report outlines how Brown’s appoin-
tees greenlighted fossil fuel power plants and the reopening 
of Aliso Canyon to benefit Sempra shareholders, and is con-
sidering approval for a massive new pipeline from Riverside 
County to the Mexican border despite challenges by experts 
that these projects are not needed to meet energy demand. 
The report explains how Jerry Brown’s sister, Kathleen 
Brown, who sits on Sempra’s board, stands to benefit from 
favorable regulatory decisions that do not necessarily benefit 
ratepayers.   

- Food & Water Watch
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Alan Dershowitz: The President 
Has a Special Obligation to 

Condemn the Racist Right
By Alan M. Dershowitz

All decent Americans have an obligation to condemn the violent bigotry of the Nazi and 
KKK demonstrators in Charlottesville or wherever else they spew their poisonous and 
threatening rhetoric. But President Donald Trump has a special obligation to single out 

for condemnation, and distance himself from, individuals and groups that claim – even if 
falsely – to speak in his name, as the racist provocateurs in Charlottesville did.
 David Duke, the notorious bigot, told reporters that white nationalists were working to 
“fulfill the promises of Donald Trump.” Richard Spencer, the founder of the Daily Stormer (a 
not so coded homage to the Nazi publication Der Sturmer,) attributed the growth of the ultra-
nationalist alt-right to the Trump Presidency: “Obviously the alt-right has come very far in 
the past two years in terms of public exposure…is Donald Trump one of the major causes of 
that? Of course.”
 Trump initially responded as follows: “We must ALL be united and condemn all that 
hate stands for. There is no place for this kind of violence in America.” But then, following the 
car ramming that killed a peaceful protester, President Trump made the following statement: 
“We condemn in the strongest possible terms this egregious display of hatred, bigotry and 
violence on many sides — on many sides.”
 President Trump’s inclusion of the words “violence on many sides” – which seemed im-
provised – suggested to some a moral equivalence between the Nazis and the KKK, on the one 
hand, and those protesting and resisting them, on the other hand. Trump denied that he was 
suggesting any such equivalence and subsequently made the following statement: “Racism 
is evil. And those who cause violence in its name are criminals and thugs, including KKK, 
Neo-Nazis, White Supremacists, and other hate groups, are repugnant to everything we hold 
dear as Americans. Those who spread violence in the name of bigotry strike at the very core of 
America.”
 But then a day later he seemed to double down on his attempt to be even handed in his 
comments about the “many sides” of this conflict. He pointed to “very fine people on both 
sides,” implying that Nazis and Klansmen could be “fine,” because their protests were “very 
legal.” Then he denounced “alt-left” groups that were “very, very violent.” Once again he 
blamed “both sides,” and asked rhetorically, “what about the ‘alt-left,’ that as you say, came 
charging at the alt-right? Don’t they have any semblance of guilt?”
 David Duke immediately praised President Trump’s condemnation of the “alt- left,” 
thanking him “for your honesty & courage to tell the truth about #Charlottesville & condemn 
the leftist terrorists in BLM/Antifa.”
 Finally (though nothing this President ever tweets is final,) President Trump praised the 
anti-racist “protestors in Boston who are speaking out against bigotry and hate.”
 It is against this background that the President’s back and forth statements must be eval-
uated.
 Even if it were true – and the evidence is to the contrary – that Black Lives Matter and 
Antifa were as blameworthy for Charlottesville as the Nazis and KKK, it would still be incum-
bent on President Trump to focus his condemnation especially on the violent racist right that 
claims to speak on his behalf. The hard left – which does, in part, include some violent and 
bigoted elements – does not purport to speak on the President’s behalf and does not claim to 
be trying to “fulfil the promises of Donald Trump.” To the contrary, they oppose everything 

he stands for.
 This situation poses a delicate dilemma for President Trump. He has denounced the ide-
ology of the violent racists on the alt-right who claim to be acting in his name –not quickly or 
forcefully enough. And he has declared his opposition to “racism” and specifically to “those 
who cause violence in its name,” who he has called “criminals” and “thugs.” He specifically 
included within these categories the “KKK, Neo-Nazis [and] White Supremacists,” the very 
groups that purport to speak in his name.
 Why is that not enough? Why should he not at the same time condemn the alt-left for its 
violence? These are reasonable questions that require nuanced answers.  I have long believed 
that it is the special responsibility of decent conservatives to expose, condemn and marginalize 
hard right extremists and bigots. William Buckley showed the way when he refused to defend 
Patrick Buchanan against charges that what he had said amounted to anti-Semitism. Other 
decent conservatives followed Buckley’s lead, and marginalized anti-Semites and racists who 
expressed bigotry in the false name of conservatism.
 I also believe that it is the special responsibility of decent liberals to do the same with 
regard to hard left bigoted extremists. I must acknowledge, as a liberal, that we have not done 
as good a job as decent conservatives have done. Perhaps this is because hard left extremists 
often march under banners of benevolence, whereas, hard rights extremists tend not to hide 
their malevolence.
 Consider, for example, Antifa, the radical hard left group, some of whose members vio-
lently confronted the Nazis and Klansmen in Charlottesville. As reported by the New York 
Times, the organization is comprised of a “diverse collection of anarchists, communists and 
socialists” with its “antecedents in Germany and Italy.” 

  (Alan M. Dershowitz, Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Harvard Law School.) 



If you or a loved one has suffered injuries or damages stemming 
from the Porter Ranch gas leak, please contact Marlyssa Langberg, 
Esq. at Langberg Law for a free consultation, 310-717-8051 or Info@
LangbergLaw.com.

Your case will be analyzed and assessed by Ms. Langberg who gives every 
client individual attention.  At Langberg Law you will not be treated as a number.

Langberg Law is currently representing 
residents of Porter Ranch, Chatsworth, 
Granada Hills and Northridge who
have been harmed by the Aliso Canyon/
Porter Ranch gas leak disaster.

You can be a plaintiff if you suffered harm from the Porter 
Ranch gas leak. The compensation you may be legally 
entitled to from Southern California Gas Co. includes:

✔ Payment of your medical bills
✔ Compensation for wages lost by having to miss work
✔ Compensation for damage to your home or land
✔ Compensation for pain and suffering
✔ Ongoing health monitoring
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LA Observed

‘Hamilton’ in LA
By Don Shirley

“ Hamilton” was one of the great cultural achievements of the Obama years. 
The president nurtured its growth by hosting a 2009 performance of the 
show’s titular song in the White House, before the rest of the musical was 

even written. Then, after “Hamilton” had opened to widespread acclaim in 
New York, where its story is set, Michelle Obama called it “the best piece of 
art that I have ever seen” at yet another White House event in 2016.
 That’s not all. Both Hamilton himself and Barack Obama were young 
men from islands who came to the mainland. And, yes, while Obama was 
serving as our first African-American president, Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
musical was intentionally cast with actors of color in the roles of the white 
founding fathers.
 Of course, now that “Hamilton” has opened in Los Angeles, the Obama 
years have been replaced by the Trump years.
 The casting isn’t the only component of “Hamilton” that was designed 
to entice the larger, younger, more diverse audiences of the 21st century into 
a story about the founding of our nation - and into musical theater. Listen 
carefully - Miranda’s score reflects a deep relationship with the music of 
his generation, as well as the music of Stephen Sondheim and Rodgers and 
Hammerstein. Many of the lyrics are rapped, using intricate, ingenious 
rhymes that Sondheim himself has praised.
 Its story achieves the stature of classic tragedy. Hamilton’s explosive, 
verbal personality contains the roots of his own destruction - and even 
that of his son.
 Miranda gives the “damn fool that shot” Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr 
(Joshua Henry in LA), such rich dramatic texture that some observers have 
questioned why the show’s title has only one man’s name. When “Hamilton” 
received its Tony awards, the actor who played Broadway’s Burr (Leslie 
Odom Jr.) won for best leading actor in a musical, defeating Miranda himself, 
who played Hamilton. In LA, Henry’s Burr creates more of a visceral response 
from the audience, especially in “The Room Where It Happens,” than Michael 
Luwoye’s performance as Hamilton.

Socialism’s Failures
By Laura Hollis

I am increasingly of the opinion that the basis for the inflamed, visceral hatred of President Donald 
Trump in some quarters is neither his occasional vulgarity, nor his propensity to toss out “un-
presidential” insults, nor the “misogyny” and “sexism” that the left pretends to see in his every word.
 Rather, it’s that his presidency has torn the veil off of the left’s inexorable and — until recently 

— largely obscured march toward a socialist America. Trump has exposed and discredited many of the 
institutions and mechanisms the left uses to execute its fundamental transformation: the media, the 
entertainment industry and academia.
 Furthermore, he is an unabashed capitalist, a walking manifestation of American achievement 
through commerce.
 And for this, they despise him.
 Health care is a pristine example of the battle being waged. Obamacare is collapsing. The GOP is too 
terrified to repeal it. Democrats know that its failure, particularly in the absence of legitimate free market 
alternatives, will virtually ensure the “single-payer” system they’re now openly pushing.
 Single-payer is a recipe for failure and abuse. (Exhibits 1 and 2: the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and the Indian Health Services.) Except in relatively small, largely homogenous populations, collectivism 
fails because in the absence of financial incentives, more people want to receive things than want to make 
or provide them. The government must therefore insert itself into every transaction: “You must make X.” 
“You can only charge $Y.” “You only get so much of Z.”
 Thus does single-payer health care morph from being a provision system to a rationing system. And 
those who control the rations control the people.
 There is plenty historical evidence of socialism’s disasters, most recently in Venezuela. Detractors will no 
doubt scoff: The Venezuelan government took over most private enterprise; there’s no indication that such a 
thing would ever happen here.
 However, socialist and communist regimes tend expand not because they succeed, but because they fail.
 Those who espouse the glories of collectivism in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary are 
ideologues. And ideologues never accept defeat. Instead of admitting the collapse of a failing business model, 
the left’s impulse is to take it larger: “We just need more money.” “We need higher taxes.” “We need the 
government to take control of more.”
 This produces larger, systemic failure, and more widespread misery. Then cometh the political oppression. 
To preserve the regime, it becomes necessary to silence anyone who complains or dares to point out the 
painfully obvious truth that these ideas destroy whatever systems they infect. Ordinary citizens starve. If 
they are entrepreneurs or industrialists, their businesses are stolen. Members of government are removed 

in fraudulent “elections,” run out of town or arrested on 
trumped-up charges and imprisoned.
 When no one in power will face reality, there are few 
options left, and they are almost always catastrophic: civil 
war, revolution, anarchy.
 Failed policies. Collapsed economies. Political 
repression. The examples are so numerous as to strain 
credulity: Venezuela, Cuba, Vietnam, Laos, North Korea, 
China, Cambodia, East Germany, Angola, Somalia, the 
former Soviet Union. Hellholes created under siren promises 
that government would provide everything for free.
 So much suffering, and so avoidable.
 But we’re not supposed to know any of that.
 Our educational system is supposed to be indoctrinating 
children to think that capitalism is greed and collectivism is 
compassion. The media willingly conspires to keep us ignorant. 
 As middle-class voters are realizing, Democrats 
have been pushing their party in this direction for decades. 
Republicans (at least at the Congressional level) suck their 
thumbs and pretend it isn’t happening, whilst falling for the 
“bipartisanship” ploy that makes them ineffectual fools even 
when — as now — they hold political power.
 Ultimately, however, the left’s war isn’t with Trump. It 
is with those of us who see socialism’s failures, and who refuse 
to sit back and watch while our freedoms are dismantled and 
our country is destroyed.
 (Laura Hirschfeld Hollis is on the faculty at the University 
of Notre Dame, where she teaches courses in business law and 
entrepreneurship. She has received numerous awards for her 
teaching, research, community service and contributions to 
entrepreneurship education.)
 © 2017 CREATORS SYNDICATE INC.

GHCHS Girls Basketball
Lower Level Foundation 

Leads to Varsity Success
S ince 2013, the Granada Hills Charter (GHC) Girls 

Basketball program has been on the rise. The 2012-
2013 Varsity team won the CIF-LA Division 2 City 

Championship, led by Head Coach Lou Cicciari. The team 
featured Varsity captains Danielle Ward and Kristi Nishida, 
as well as key role players that came from the previous year’s 
19-0 JV team, Natalie Gutierrez and Jenny Cuadra.
 After the 2012-2013 season, Coach Cicciari retired and 
former JV Coach Jared Honig took over as Head Varsity 
Coach. Coach Honig then brought in Nick Kindel to be a 
Varsity Assistant and Head JV Coach. In Coach Honig’s first 
at the helm, he was able to have a team filled with all players 
he coached on his previous JV teams (59-2 over three seasons). 
Coach Kindel was focused on carrying on the legacy of 
developing the JV players to get them ready for Varsity success. 
 In their first year coaching together, the Varsity team 
went 21-9 overall, with a 9-1 West Valley League record. The 
Varsity won their first West Valley League championship 
since 1983, as well as the So. Cal Holiday Classic tournament 
in San Diego! Meanwhile, the JV team continued the success 
by going 21-2 overall with a 10-0 league record. The JV team 
won one tournament championship and a West Valley League 
championship that year!
 Going into the 2014-2015 season, the Varsity graduated 
four seniors and needed to reload to have another 
successful season. 
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Monument Removal is a 
Symptom of an Old Disease

By Jonah Goldberg

The virus seems to be approaching its breakout phase. We could be looking at a full-
scale epidemic here.
 Zika? Ebola? Flu?

 Nope. We don’t have a great word for this sickness yet. “Iconoclasm” -- i.e., the destruction 
of images and monuments that offend this mob or that -- comes close, but the toppling of statues 
is just one acute symptom of the fever.
 Indeed, the fight over Confederate statues is just a discrete and more understandable 
eruption of the larger trend. This stuff has been happening for decades. One of the first outbreaks 
involved the word “crusader.” The term hurt the feelings of people who didn’t know what they 
didn’t know. Left-wing historians (and the Islamists who love them) convinced themselves that 
the Crusades were a trial run of Western imperialism and colonialism. They were, in fact, largely 
defensive wars intended to beat back the aggression of Muslim colonizers. Even the organization 
Campus Crusade for Christ changed its name to “Cru” lest people get the wrong impression.
 Sports teams -- most famously the Washington, D.C., NFL Franchise That Dare Not Speak 
Its Name -- have been under increasing pressure to drop any association with Native Americans. 
And statues of Christopher Columbus may be heading to the pyre, if recent developments in 
New York City are any indication.
 My National Review colleague Kyle Smith reports that Mayor Bill de Blasio has ordered a 
90-day review of “all statues and monuments that in any way may suggest hate or division -- any 
kind of message that is against the values of New York City.” Translation: de Blasio wants a 
carefully composed list of stuff to tear down.

Where Is the Corporate 
Disavowal of Black Lives Matter?

By Michelle Malkin

Liberal business executives are leaping like lemmings from President Donald Trump’s 
manufacturing advisory council. Good riddance.

 These silly string-spined CEOs have sided with social justice agitators, Beltway media 
enablers and Democratic resistance knuckleheads who believe Trump was wrong to condemn 
violence and hatred on all sides of the political spectrum. Never mind that of the four people 
arrested after the violent outbreak in Charlottesville, Virginia, two were identified with the white 
nationalist movement and the other two were left-wing “antifa” counterprotesters.

 One of those radical leftists is the man identified as having reportedly punched a female 
reporter for the D.C.-based newspaper, The Hill. But since that doesn’t fit the national media 
narrative of journalists allegedly being victimized by right-wing incitements to violence, mum’s 
the word from corporate media executives and the rest of the preening CEOs.

 Merck CEO Kenneth C. Frazier claimed he stepped down from the Trump business panel 
because he felt “a responsibility to take a stand against intolerance and extremism.” But Frazier, 
who served on President Obama’s Export Council, felt no equivalent responsibility to take a 
stand against intolerance and extremism when the White House invited leaders from the violence-
inciting Black Lives Matter movement for a forum on policing in July 2016.

 The invitation was a grievous affront to law enforcement officers and their families across 
the country outraged at the deadly ambushes committed against cops in Dallas and Baton 
Rouge that summer, along with several other forgotten cop-killings fueled by BLM-linked hate 
and vengeance. Who remembers the slaying of Kentucky state trooper Joseph Ponder by BLM 
marcher and “Hands up, don’t shoot” slogan-spreader Joseph Thomas Johnson-Shanks in 
September 2015? At least 11 police have been shot dead and at least nine more wounded by BLM 
protesters, activists and/or supporters to date.

 One of the surviving policemen in the Baton Rouge massacre filed suit last month against BLM 
and laid out the case against its leaders, who “not only, incited the violence against police in retaliation 
for the death of black men shot by police, but also did nothing to dissuade the ongoing violence and 
injury to police. In fact, they justified the violence as necessary to the movement and war.”

 The permanently disabled cop’s lawsuit recounts escalating riots, arson and plundering after 
the police-involved deaths of Michael Brown and Freddie Gray in Ferguson, Missouri, through 
the ambushes in Dallas and Baton Rouge, and leading up to the Obama administration’s embrace 
of BLM’s leaders. After the meeting, BLM leader DeRay McKesson responded to questions about 
his movement’s culpability for inciting violence by asserting that his “people take to the streets 
as a last resort. ... So when I think about anything that happens when people are in the street, I 
always start by saying, ‘People should not have had to have been there in the first place.’”

 As the lawyers for the Baton Rouge cop, who must remain anonymous to protect his family, 
properly concluded: “These statements were a ratification and justification of the violence.”

 But instead of recriminations, the militants of BLM enjoy continued praise and coddling from 
corporate America. Tech execs from Netflix, YouTube and Google all donated to McKesson’s 
failed mayoral bid in Baltimore. Business execs have been coughing up untold hundreds of 
millions of dollars to BLM and related causes, funneled through left-wing nonprofits such as the 
Ford Foundation and Borealis Philanthropy.

 Walmart executive Doug McMillon wagged his finger at Trump, urging “elected officials to 
do their part to promote a more just, tolerant and diverse society.”

This from the head of a retail giant that only recently stopped selling racially divisive, anti-cop 
taunting, violence-glamorizing T-shirts that bragged: “Bulletproof: Black Lives Matter.”

And the disavowal double standards beat goes on.  © 2017 Creators Syndicate (Continued on page 8)
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Senate Panel Advances Bill 
that Would Penalize Palestinian 

Authority for Payments to 
Attackers’ Families

A key Senate panel has advanced a bill that would reduce U.S. payments to the Palestinian Authority 
if it continues to pay subsidies to the families of Palestinians jailed for or killed in attacks on Israelis.
 The Taylor Force Act, named for an American who was stabbed to death in a 2016 terrorist attack 

in Tel Aviv, was approved by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in a 17-4 vote. It had bipartisan 
support after being softened to attract backing from Democrats as well as centrist pro-Israel groups.
 Instead of broadly cutting all assistance to the Palestinian areas, the measure would withhold assistance 
that directly benefits the Palestinian Authority and its programs unless the payments end. Humanitarian 
assistance would be left in place.
 The American Israel Public Affairs Committee, which endorsed the bill following its modifications, 
praised the passage and urged the full Senate to follow suit.
 “The legislation does not affect U.S. funding for security cooperation, nor does it cut humanitarian 
programs if the U.S. government can certify that the PA is taking credible steps to end violence against 
Israelis and American,” AIPAC said in a statement.
 The Palestine Liberation Organization said the bill would undercut efforts by the Palestinian 
Authority to tamp down extremism among Palestinians.
 “President [Mahmoud] Abbas is committed to a final political settlement and to nonviolence, including 
building national institutions, maintaining security and stability, and fighting terrorism in the region,” 
said the statement by the PLO envoy to Washington, Husam Zomlot. “The bill provides fuel for violent 
extremists who seek to expand into our backyard.”
 The more restrictive version could conceivably have cut up to $300 million in U.S. aid to the 
Palestinians; it’s not clear yet how much may be cut under this version. Both versions left in place about 
$60 million that goes directly to funding Palestinian security forces.  

- Jewish Telegraphic Agency

The Never-Ending 
Peace Process Farce

By Isi Leibler

Unless the US is willing to bite the bullet and finally confront Mahmoud 
Abbas and the Palestinian Authority, the missions to the region by US 
representatives Jared Kushner and Jason Greenblatt to “restart the 

peace process” on behalf of President Donald Trump may prove to be highly 
counterproductive.
 Abbas is coming to the end of his reign. A brutal and corrupt dictator, 
he is determined that his legacy be that of an embattled “freedom fighter” 
committed to reversal of the “Nakba,” his ultimate objective being the 
restoration of Arab hegemony from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean 
Sea. His means to achieve this necessitate the dismemberment of the Jewish 
state in stages through terrorism and international pressure.
 Until now, he has basically ignored Trump’s requests and demands. 
Incitement and calls for “resistance” via the media and imams urging 
Palestinians to kill Israelis and become shahids (martyrs) have reached 
a record high. Abbas himself whipped up religious hysteria based on the 
false cry that Jews were taking over and desecrating Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
thus triggering the recent riots and encouraging further terror attacks. 
Children are brainwashed into regarding Jews as subhuman descendants 
of apes and pigs, propaganda reminiscent of and frequently replicated 
from Nazi sources.
 The PA and its leaders continue honoring mass murders as freedom 
fighters, dedicating mosques, city squares, schools and other institutions in 
their names to commemorate their murderous acts.
 Despite personal demands from Trump, Abbas has vowed that he will 
never close the Palestine National Fund, which provides generous pensions 
and massive financial awards for imprisoned or killed terrorists and their 
families, the amounts proportionate to the success of the terrorist act. 
Incarcerated murderers top the list with monthly payments of 11,000 shekels 
(more than $3,000), which is augmented with $25,000 if they are released 
from jail. This year, the fund has distributed $345 million, comprising half 

of the $693 million the PA receives in foreign aid. Thus the 
US and European countries have effectively been providing 
funds to incentivize Palestinians to murder Israelis.
 The US Congress has now passed legislation to deduct an 
equivalent of these funds from aid provided to the Palestinians. 
The Europeans have taken no action, although Germany, the 
UK and Norway are “reviewing” the situation.
 Abbas has responded by vowing to maintain the payouts, 
which he describes as “social welfare” and in recent weeks 
has even increased the payments.
 Abbas has now condemned the US as being biased and 
unfit to act as an intermediary.
 Trump repeatedly reaffirms that he stands by Israel, but 
he has yet to fulfill his promise to move the US embassy to 
Jerusalem.
 This should not be interpreted as an indication that the US 
has abandoned Israel. It merely reflects the divisions inside 
the administration.
 To further complicate matters, both the Palestinians 
and Israelis are entangled in domestic turmoil. Abbas, the 
duplicitous rogue with the forked tongue, rules as a dictator 
and has created a culture of death. However, he is aged and 
his people realize that his time in office is limited. He has 
never been willing to make any meaningful concessions to 
Israelis, who were desperate to separate themselves from the 
Palestinians, and is now unlikely to make any moves in that 
direction. On the contrary, he has been actively strengthening 
relations with the Iranians and the Turks who now support 
him as well as Hamas. But the people are restless and there is 
already jockeying among those seeking to replace him.
 In this context — setting aside the problem of Hamas in 
Gaza — it is impossible to envisage Trump’s representatives 
making any progress. Kushner has even recently conceded 
that he feared that a realistic solution to the impasse at present 
could well be impossible.
 They should outline an economic program, which Israel 
will certainly endorse, focused on building institutions and 
creating infrastructure that will enhance the living standards 
of Palestinians, few of whom have benefited from the huge 
amounts of foreign aid that their corrupt leaders siphoned off 
into their own bank accounts. They should also encourage the 
moderate Arab states to press for a new leadership that would 
be willing to make peace with Israel. -The Algemeine

Orderliness is the one concession de Blasio’s brand of 
progressivism demands of the mob.
 But fear not, de Blasio has made it clear that the 
iconic statue of Christopher Columbus in New York’s 
Columbus Circle is “obviously ... one of the ones that will 
get very immediate attention because of the tremendous 
concerns about it.” What’s next, Smith wonders -- 
Columbia University? The District of Columbia?
 In New York, the drive to purge Columbus from the 
historical memory (save as a pioneer of imperialism, 
racism and genocide) is gaining newfound momentum.
 That is the plague sweeping the land now. And 
tearing down some statues and renaming some streets 
isn’t a cure, it’s a symptom.
 (Jonah Goldberg is a fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute and editor-at-large of National Review Online.)  
   -  Jewish World Review

Monument Removal is a 
Symptom of an Old Disease

(Continued from page 7)
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SPONSORED

In Texas, the Last 
Baseball-glove Maker 

Refuses to Die
                                    By Andrew Mayeda Bloomberg

This little brick factory isn’t supposed to be here. It should be in the Philippines, or Vietnam, 
maybe China. Not here, in the heart of Texas.
 Baseball gloves, like many other things, aren’t really made in America anymore. In the 1960s, 

production shifted to Asia and never came back. It might be America’s favorite pastime, and few 
things are more personal to baseball-lovers than their first glove - the smell, the feel, the memory of 
childhood summers. But most gloves are stitched together thousands of miles away by people who 
couldn’t afford a ticket at Fenway Park.
 One company didn’t get the memo. Since the Great Depression, Nokona has been making 
gloves in a small town outside Dallas with a long history of producing boots and whips for 
cowboys. There’s a livestock-feed store next door to the factory, which offers $5 tours for 
visitors who want to see how the “last American ball glove” is made. You can watch employees 
weave the webbing by hand, feed the laces through the holes with needles, and pound the 
pocket into shape with a rounded hammer. The American flag gets stitched into the hide - and 
that, they say at Nokona, is more than just a business matter.
 “Made in America means you believe in our country,” said Carla Yeargin, a glove inspector 
and tour guide at Nokona, where she worked her way up from janitor. “We have the love for the 
ballglove, because we made it here.”
 And the final product could cost you 25 times more than a foreign-made version at the local 
discount store. Yes, that’s partly a reflection of the premium nature of the Nokona line but still it 
represents a huge challenge for the company, as well as for Donald Trump.
 “Making it here” is a big deal for the president. In July, Trump staged a week of events to celebrate 
U.S. manufacturing, showcasing products from Campbell’s soup to Caterpillar construction gear. 
July 17 was declared “Made in America Day.”
 “Restoring American manufacturing will not only restore our wealth, it will restore our pride,” 
Trump said.
 By now, “supply chains have been so heavily outsourced that it’s no longer possible to buy 
American for some products,” said Mark Muro, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution in 
Washington who studies advances in manufacturing. “The suppliers don’t exist. In some instances 
it’s too little, too late.”
 Nokona refused to follow the herd.
 After the Civil War, ranchers drove longhorn cattle through Montague County to livestock 
markets in the north. The town of Nocona, about 100 miles northwest of Dallas and named after a 
Comanche chief (hence the Native American logo on Nokona gloves), developed a reputation as a 
leather-goods hub.
 The company’s name is spelled with a “k” because the company was told in the 1930s that 
the town’s name couldn’t be trademarked. Today, Nocona is home to about 3,000 people and a few 
stoplights. “G0D Bless America” banners line the street, and locals wish you a “blessed day.”
 In the early days of baseball, it was considered unmanly to use a glove. Broken bones were 
common. The first mass-produced gloves had little padding and no fingers. In the 1920s and ‘30s, 
companies started producing gloves with a web between the thumb and forefinger, to create a pocket.
 The shift to Asia in the 1960s nearly put Nokona out of business. Storey wouldn’t budge. “It 
hit him all wrong that we would have to go to Japan,” said his grandson Rob Storey, the company’s 
executive vice president. “One of his favorite sayings was: ‘If I have to tell my employees we’re 
closing up and they don’t have jobs anymore, I may as well get a bucket of worms and go fishing.’ “
 It hasn’t been an easy faith to keep. The company went bankrupt in 2010 but continued 
producing after a Phoenix-based maker of football gloves bought a majority stake. And cracks 
are starting to show in Nokona’s claim to be all-American. It recently started importing partially 
assembled gloves from China made of Kip leather, a luxury cowhide.
 Still, 98 percent of its gloves are made at the factory in Nocona. The nutty scent of leather fills 
the place. In the lobby, samples of the company’s work over the decades are displayed on the wall, 
from wallets to football pads. When you buy a glove, the cashier Helen - who’s worked there for 55 
years - writes out a receipt by hand.
 Making a glove involves about 40 steps and can take four hours. Hides, mostly from Chicago 
or Milwaukee, are tested for temper and thickness. Workers lower presses onto metal dies to cut the 
leather. The pieces - some models require 25 of them - are sewn together, joining the inner and outer 
halves. The product is turned right-side-out and shaped on hot steel fingers. A grease used during 
World War II to clean rifles is lathered under the pocket, to keep it flexible.
 The company emphasizes the craft that goes into each glove, and that’s reflected in the bill. 
Rawlings has gloves for all budgets: Its top-end models cost plenty, but you can get a 9-inch children’s 
version for less than $8. Nokona’s equivalent-sized mitt costs $220, and its pro model runs to $500.
 Nokona ships about 40,000 gloves a year, a fraction of the 6.2 million sold annually in the U.S. 
It employs about 35 people at the Texas plant. Storey won’t disclose the privately held company’s 
revenue. “Will we ever be Nike? No.” But he says it’s profitable. Trump got 88 percent of votes in 
the county and Storey counts himself a supporter. He welcomes White House support for domestic 
manufacturers: “It’s music to our ears.”
 It’s also hard to compete with the big brands - Rawlings, Wilson, Mizuno - for Major League 
endorsements. Some companies pay players to use their gloves. Nokona has one superstar admirer: 
Texan legend and Hall of Famer Nolan Ryan, whose first glove was a Nokona, and who’s appeared 
in the company’s ads. But it has only about a dozen current top-level players signed up.
 Up against so many odds, why doesn’t Nokona give in and go offshore?
 “Because I’m crazy,” Storey said. “This is all I know how to do.”
    -  Jewish World Review

An employee uses a machine to soften the leather of 
a ball glove at the Nokona manufacturing facility in 

Nocona, Texas. Cooper Neill/Bloomberg

Sierra Canyon

A New Season Begins
By David Powell for The Valley Voice

F or most high school students (actually elementary, middle school and college as 
well) summer vacation seems too short.  For those participating in fall sports, it is 
even shorter.  At Sierra Canyon, formal team football practice began the end of July.  

Most players, prior to the start of team practices, worked out in the weight room and did 
conditioning individually to be ready for the upcoming season.
 Sierra Canyon, following winning the CIF State Championship last academic year, 
moves up to Division 3 this year.  This will make competition more challenging since Sierra 
Canyon with around 450 students, will be competing with many schools having 1500-2000 
students.  This year’s schedule includes games with Westlake, Buena, Taft, Redondo Union, 
and Calabasas.  Sierra Canyon is ranked in the top 25 in preseason polls.
 Coach of the Year Jon Ellinghouse recognizes many outstanding players from last year’s 
team (such as Niko Harris QB, Bobby Cole RB, and Kanan Ray, lineman) have graduated.  
However, Coach Ellinghouse stated, “we played many underclassmen last season, which 
means we have a strong nucleus of returning players with a lot of game experience.”  In 
addition to returning players, the team also added highly rated quarterback Mason Quandt, 
a senior transfer from St. Boneventure, Ventura.
 Last year’s championship team finished the season undefeated at 16-0.  Three of the 
wins came in overtime.  In the CIF-SS playoff quarterfinal game they prevailed in triple 
overtime.  The State Championship game was won in double overtime on a “do or die” two 
point conversion.
 Coach Ellinghouse was asked about it last season, when everything seemed to break in 
favor of the Trailblazers.  He responded that “it is not luck, but good teams that often make 
the plays that result in good breaks.”  He continued, “Our team is very tight knit – we are a 
family,” which leads to success.
 Attending a preseason practice provided an opportunity to talk with some of the 
players.  Ben Lee is a junior whose position is nose guard.  Ben stated that he spent time 
this summer “working out and staying in condition.  My personal goal this year is to try to 
dominate at my position.”  Regarding the two-a-day practices, he felt, “two -a-days bring 
out character.  It is a chance to see what we can do.”
 Last year, 6 foot, 170 pound quarterback Johnny Hawkins was thrust into the role of 
starting quarterback when Niko Harris was injured in the third game of the season.  As 
a junior, he is looking forward to a successful season, and “being an upper classman to 
assume more of a role as a leader and team bonding.”  Playing football “emphasizes the 
importance of teamwork which carries over to being a team player in other aspects of life.”  
With incoming senior Mason Quandt there was competition in preseason practice for the 
role of starter at quarterback.
 Last season, as a junior, the 6’4”, 200 pound Mason completed 69 percent of his passes, 
scoring seventeen touchdowns passing, with only six interceptions. In addition, Mason 
averaged five yards per carry rushing.  Mason states, “I balance being a quarterback and 
successful student by taking things day by day and using time management.”  This has proved 
successful, as Mason has committed to U Penn after graduation.  To prepare for this season at 
a new school, Mason explained, “I have spent a lot of time working with my teammates at SC.  
The more time we spend together, the better we gel as players on the field.”
 It was the last Friday in August, the fans were taking their seats, the temperature was 
still warm, and the field was bathed in sunlight for the 7 pm kickoff.  The 2017 prep football 
season was beginning, with Sierra Canyon facing Westlake High.  In the first quarter, SC 
starting quarterback, Mason Quandt, sustained an injury on a running play.  Backup 
junior, Johnny Hawkins, played for the rest of the game.  At the end of the first quarter, the 
game was scoreless.  Following a Westlake turnover, the Trailblazers scored on a five yard 
run by J.D Hernandez to take a 7-0 lead.  
 Approaching halftime Sierra Canyon failed to secure a punt and Westlake had good 
field position, scoring a touchdown shortly before the end of the first half to tie the score at 
7-7.  After intermission Westlake dominated the second half, ultimately prevailing at 25-7.  
It is early in the season and the coaching staff and players will learn from this game.

JD Hernandez (#20) scores on this short run in the second quarter to put  SC up 7-0.
Photo by David Powell       
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LOCAL Events

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. 

No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Mason Recreation Center
Fall Programs
 Sept. 11 - Pre-Kinder Registration in process, for ages 3 - 5 (potty trained), Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to noon, fees.
 Little Dribblers instructional basketball, for boys and girls 3-4, fees.
 Youth Volleyball, boys and girls, 8 through 15, fees.
 Mason Rec Center is located at 10500 Mason Avenue in Chatsworth. Call (818) 998-6377 for 
more information.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing "Into the Magic Shop: a neurosurgeon's 
quest to discover the mysteries of the brain and the secrets of the heart" by James Doty at the 
September 6 meeting.  The Book Club meets at 1:00 PM on the first Wednesday of the month in 
the Library Community Room.  The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street.  For more 
information, call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Satellite Rotary Club
 The Chatsworth Satellite Rotary Club on September 9 from 5-9 PM is hosting the event 
for SmileOnU, a 501C3 Corp. that sends volunteer teams of dental professionals to provide 
dental care and education.  Drs. Vikram Mishra and Faradah Amin and Elizabeth Bird, RDA of 
Chatsworth are with the volunteers in December to go to Sri Ram Ashram Orphanage near New 
Delhi. Join us for Indian food, music and dance and a big variety of silent and live auction items 
to support providing the supplies and equipment.  Information and reservations for the event can 
be made on SmileOnU website (smileonu.com)

Learn to Square Dance
 The Farmers and Charmers Square Dance Club is having an open enrollment to learn our 
American heritage folk dance, Square Dance. Our first class, Sunday Sept. 10, 6:30 to 9:00pm, is 
free for everyone. Sept. 17th and 24th is free for first time dancers only. The second class is $6 per 
person per Sunday. We offer families a discounted rate of $12 for the first two family members 
and the rest of your family is free, good for bigger families. Our Caller, Dale Hoppers, likes to 
start off the evening at 6:30 with a half hour of Line Dancing instruction to warm the dancers up. 
Then from 7 – 9 pm we have Square Dance instruction. For further information call Terry Parks 
at 818-996-0974 or stop by 8956 Vanalden Ave. Northridge.

Seated Yoga / Exercise
 The Chatsworth Library holds a free class every Wednesday at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between seated yoga and seated exercise. The Library is located at 21052 Devonshire 

Street.  For more information, 
call (818) 341-4276.

San Fernando Valley 
Chorale

 The San Fernando Valley 
Chorale is beginning a new 
season of singing, collaborative 
learning, camaraderie and fun. 
New singers are welcome to join. 
No audition is necessary, just a 
love of music and a willingness 

to share your gift of singing. The Chorale, a non-profit, non-sectarian group of men and 
women singers, performs two concerts each season - in December for the holidays and in 
May or early June for a spring songfest. We rehearse on Tuesday evenings at Chapel of 
the Cross Lutheran Church, 10000 Sepulveda Blvd. in Mission Hills.  Rehearsals  begin 
on Tuesday, September 12 at 7:30 p.m. and continue until performances in December. 
Call 818-477-2025 or email larsnmars8@yahoo.com for further details. Check us out on 
the web:  www.sfvchorale.blogspot.com or www.facebook.com/sfvchorale.

'The Truth about Drugs'
 Join Reseda Neighborhood Council's Health and Wellness Committee in partnership 
with the West Valley Police Department for a free, interactive, educational presentation 
on drug addiction and prevention on Tuesday, September 12, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm at 
18118 Sherman Way in Reseda. This particular event will be geared towards parents 
and care-takers of children, teenagers and young adults. For more information, email 
health@resedacouncil.org.

Donations for a Reading Program
 The Don José de Ortega chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, is helping 
school reading programs. If your kids or grandkids have outgrown books that are still in 
good condition, we will take them off your hands and make them available to schools that 
may want them.  Simply drop them off at our Community Service Center in Chatsworth. 
Donations accepted until September 15 at 9207 Oakdale Ave. Suite 200 in Chatsworth. 
For more information, call (818) 222-1728.

Tiny Tots Storytime
 Come and listen to Susan as she reads wonderful stories to your children every 
Wednesday at 10:30 AM in the Chatsworth Library.  The Library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street.  For more information, call (818) 341-4276 or go to www.lapl.org/
branches/chatsworth.

Bulky Item Drop Off
 The City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation is offering a free bulky item drop off 
event for LA residents on Saturday, September 16, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm at West Valley 
District Yard,
8840 Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. For more information, please call 311, or call the LA 
Sanitation Customer Care Center at 1 (800) 773-2489.

Constitution Day Presentation at CSUN
 Celebrate Constitution Day Sept. 16 at a free presentation on Presidential Powers, at 
California State University, Northridge. Two professors lead a talk about Constitutional 
conflicts between the President and Congress. The event takes place 8:30-10:30 a.m., 
at CSUN's University Club-Orange Grove Bistro, 18111 Nordhoff Street in Northridge. 
RSVP by Sept. 13 to melaine.pemberton@csun.edu or call (818) 677-7131. Free 
continental breakfast is included. For more information:  http://tsengcollege.csun.edu/
programs/constitution-day

Free Movie Matinee
 On Thursday, September 28, at 1:30 PM there will be a free showing of A Sense of an 
Ending in the Chatsworth Library Community Room. The Library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street.  The movie is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Chatsworth Library   Light 
refreshments will be available.  
For more information, call (818) 
341-4276 or go to www.lapl.org/
branches/chatsworth.

CityWatchLA
LA Faces City Services Bankruptcy:  

Where Did the Money Go?
By Jack Humphreville

Our streets are some of the worst in the country, hardly worthy of a world class city that will be hosting the 2028 Olympics.  
Yet the repair and maintenance of our 28,000 lane miles of residential and arterial streets is not a priority for City Hall.  
 Over the last two years, Mayor Eric Garcetti and the Budget and Finance Chair Paul Krekorian have cut the funding 

from the General Fund to the Pavement Preservation Program by over 50% (from $52.3 million to $25.5 million).  At the same 
time, General Fund revenues have increased by $435 million. 
 Underlying the budget cut for the Pavement Preservation Program is the ever growing expenditures for personnel, 
ranging from increases in salaries; pension contributions; health, dental, and other benefits; workers’ compensation benefits; 
and police overtime. 
 For this year alone, the $213 million increase in personnel expenditures exceeded the growth in General Fund revenues 
by $10 million.  This shortfall results in a “service insolvency,” where the City is able to pay its bills (primarily salaries and 
benefits), but basic services are neglected or “crowded out.”  
 The ticket to repair and maintain our failed streets is estimated to be in the range of $3 to $4 billion over the next fifteen 
to twenty years.  This will require a tax increase of about $250 million a year.  This is the equivalent of a 5% increase in our 
property taxes, a half cent increase in our sales tax to 10%, or a parcel tax of $320.  
 There are ways to eliminate or mitigate this general tax increase.  

CityWatchLA
California’s Pension Crisis

By Paul Hatfield

The town of Loyalton, CA is a short scenic drive north of Truckee and, seemingly, a world away from the financial 
strain facing CalPERS. It is the equivalent of a gnat on an elephant’s back. 
 Yet, the town’s pension woes provide insight to the overwhelming crisis facing other – and much larger – 

municipalities whose employees are participants in CalPERS.
 An article in the Los Angeles Times reads like a case study in the dangers of unsustainable promises.  
 In summary, the last of the town’s covered employees retired; there are four retirees with a vested full retirement 
benefit. Loyalton’s City Council elected to pull out of CalPERS when the fourth one retired.
 Calpers smacked the town with a $1.7M termination fee.
 Why?
 Because the long-term liability associated with future pension benefits was grossly underfunded. The article does 
not say that, but it is the primary underlying reason.  You see, if the town’s plan had been properly funded, there would 
have been sufficient assets to cover the four until the day they died, plus spousal benefits to the extent they existed.
 Loyalton does not have anywhere close to that kind of money lying around, so pensions will be slashed by 60%.
 The retirees are screaming foul.  After all, they were promised a sum-certain benefit for life.
 What CalPERS is doing is financially and technically justifiable, but it demonstrates just how deluded many 
beneficiaries have become.  The promise of guaranteed pensions for life is only as good as the assets backing them.
 Loyalton could have weathered the crisis had it stayed in CalPERS. What that points out, though, is the weakness in 
the assumptions underlying the entire retirement fund. It depends too heavily on contributions from current employees 
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Curriculum includes 
4-year Engineering and 
Biomedical Science 
project-based programs

Our renowned Campus 
Ministry department 
teaches values, faith 
and development of the 
whole student

99% of our students 
continue on to top 
colleges and universities 
in the U.S. and around the 
world

www.alemany.org

Bishop Alemany
High School
A Catholic Community of Excellence

Bishop Alemany’s spectacular 55-acre 
campus inspires students to achieve 
— academically, athletically, artistically 
and spiritually. 

Our superb college preparatory 
curriculum enables teens to lay solid 
ground work for scholastic excellence 
while developing strong core values 
that last a lifetime.

Call today to schedule a tour.  

The ideal setting    
  for success.

11111 N. Alemany Dr., Mission Hills, CA 91345 • (818) 837-5222 • admissions@alemany.org

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

CityWatchLA

Anti-Semitism: The 
Elephant On the Boardwalk

By Beth Cone Kramer

Recently, I joined the ‘Alt Right is Not Alright’ March in Venice -- and knew I’d write an 
article about my experience. What I could not foretell was that the column I’d write would 
end up being quite different from what I had intended. 

 As a Jew, I’ve taken last Saturday’s horrific display of hatred in Charlottesville very hard 
-- along with all the events leading up to what has emboldened hate groups to “come out” from 
the shadows of the anonymous internet. I was taught throughout my childhood by my parents 
and by my childhood rabbi that we Jews have a responsibility to defend anyone who is the 
target of prejudice and hatred. 
 As a people, we’ve faced over 2,000 years of others attempting to wipe us off the face of the 
earth. We joke that our holidays are about, “They tried to kill us. We survived. Let’s eat!” Six-
million Jews were tortured and murdered during the Holocaust -- which decimated European 
Jewry. We should have learned from the history of our people. 
 I’ve felt and continue to feel sorely disappointed that some of my fellow Jews have been 
silent as immigrants, Muslims, members of the LGBT community, and others have been 
targeted. I feel disgruntled that some have raised their concerns only after our own were 
targeted in Charlottesville. 
 I’ve struggled with my decision to write this column. I reached out to numerous friends 
because I feared what I have to say might be taken out of context but in the end, with the 
encouragement of my community, including my high school Spanish teacher and my father, I 
knew I had to write this. 
 I stood with hundreds of protesters carrying signs, listening to a lineup of speakers. 
I have gratitude for the organizers of the event and tremendous empathy for the struggles 
continuously faced by the groups represented, going back over well over a century. 
 What I am about to say in no way minimizes the positive impact of the march. 

 As I listened to each speaker’s important speech, I noted there was no mention of the 
anti-Semitism in Charlottesville. Anti-Semitism is the elephant in the room. 
 I spent much of yesterday reflecting about this, about the role of Jews in this new 
era of transparent hatred. Perhaps we are considered among those who are “privileged.” 
Certainly, in contemporary American society, our experience is not the same as the 
challenges people of color face each day. Jews aren’t targets of racial profiling; Jewish 
mothers don’t worry about their children being pulled over my rogue cops, unsure of the 
outcome. As my daughter noted, we can hide our identity if we choose to do so. 
 Our history as a nation is rife with anti-Semitism -- and many of us remember being 
taunted as “Christ Killers” or other pejoratives. My grandfather and his brothers had 
to change their surname in order to get jobs during the Depression when companies 
and schools had quotas. Until 1967, Jews were banned from owning homes in a certain 
neighborhood of my New Jersey hometown. The Packanack Lake area of Wayne required 
all homeowners to be members of the Packanack Lake Country Club and membership was 
barred to persons of “Italian, Spanish, Latin American, or Jewish background and to all 
other persons not of a Northern European or Christian background.” 
 In decades since, many American Jews have assimilated and we surely no longer face 
the same obstacles as our parents or grandparents but it’s still part of our story -- and 
there’s no denying that anti-Semitism is alive and kicking. The Ku Klux Klan, though its 
main target has been black Americans, has a history of targeting Jews, as well. 

    *  *  *

 When the “first era” Klan disbanded after Jim Crow laws mandated segregation 
in southern states, the Klan revived interest during the 1920s, when Klansmen opposed 
Jewish and Catholic immigration. As northern Jews mobilized in the southern states to 
fight segregation, southern Jews faced pushback from the Klan. Between November 1957 
and October 1958, temples and Jewish community buildings were bombed in Atlanta, 
Nashville, Jacksonville, and Miami. 
 Just last month, the KKK, racists, and white supremacists gathered in Charlottesville 
were crystal clear about their hatred of Jews. When white nationalists carried those now 
famous Tiki “torches” at their Friday night rally, they chanted anti-Semitic and Nazi 
slogans, including “blood and soil,” a translation of the Nazi “blut und boden” and “Jews 
will not replace us.” Their signage included swastikas; their shirts featured quotes from 
Hitler. 
 David Duke and Richard Spencer both referred to Jews during their speeches, 
perpetuating the oft-mentioned anti-Semitic trope that the banks and media are controlled 
by Jews. James Field, Jr.’s history teacher has noted his fascination with Hitler and Nazism. 
 Why do white nationalists target Jews? Part of that answer might be found in the 
role Jews played in toppling segregation and promoting civil rights. During the 1960s, the 
majority of civil rights attorneys in Mississippi were Jewish graduates from Ivy League 
law schools; 30 percent of the volunteers who drove freedom buses were Jews. Rabbis -- 
including my childhood rabbi Israel Dresner -- marched in Selma and Birmingham. In 
1964, two voting registration volunteers from New York, Michael Schwerner and Andrew 
Goodman, and a colleague James Chaney, were murdered by Klansmen. 
 My motive for writing this is not to place one group against another or because I 
have what my kids would call FOMO -- fear of missing out. I am writing this column to 
encourage all of us to work together to combat the malignant racism and hatred that fester 
in this country, that have continued to grow and through vehicles like Breitbart. We cannot 
afford divisiveness -- and we need to stand united, regardless of religion, background, 
gender, sex, sexual orientation. 
 Anyone who has a conscience must stand to defend those who are targeted by these 
hate groups. With that goal, we must embrace all groups who face discrimination and use 
our voices to send a message, loud and clear, that hatred and prejudice on any front will not 
be accepted in our great nation.
 
 (Beth Cone Kramer is a Los Angeles writer and a CityWatch columnist.)

ABC Heating and Air,
Plumbing and Electrical

(Residential and Commercial)

Serving Los Angeles, Ventura and
Santa Barbara Counties

Call anytime for FREE estimates
(805) 636 7734 or (818) 724 2573 

Open 24 hours

Fast, Affordable and Reliable Service 
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NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980     

MONTCLAIR          
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988        

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-304-0080

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

‡‡

34% off
34MONTHS

NO INTEREST* •  NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made between 9/12/2017 to 9/25/2017. Equal monthly payments required for 
34 months Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. 
See below for details.

Friday, September 22nd  

PLUS

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection 
plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. 
Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/
or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® 
upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery 
features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2017 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: September 12, 2017. Expires: September 25, 2017.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged 
on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be 
higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided 
by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within 
the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

BLACK 
FRIDAYONE DAY ONLY

in September 

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, 
#1 IN AMERICA, 
46 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE 
YOU!


