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Aliso Canyon

Gas Leak Victims Seek 
Further Appellate 

Review in
Restitution Row

Lawyers representing residents affected by the massive leak 
from the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility in Porter 
Ranch said they want a state appeals court to review a ruling 

that residents lack legal standing to seek restitution from the utility.
 The attorneys are asking that the case be transferred from the 
appellate division of Los Angeles Superior Court to 2nd District 
Court of Appeal to resolve ``important questions of criminal law, 
several of which have not been previously addressed, as well as 
important criminal law issues that require uniform guidance.’’
 Southern California Gas Co. pleaded no contest in September 
2016 to a misdemeanor count of failing to immediately report the 
gas leak, which began Oct. 23, 2015, and wasn’t capped until mid-
February 2016. Three other misdemeanor counts filed against the 
firm were dismissed as part of the deal.
 At the sentencing hearing in November 2016, some residents 
complained that they were left out of the settlement talks between 
prosecutors and SoCalGas, and they were left unable to seek 
restitution.
 ``This is a case of huge significance, not only in terms of the 
number of people who were harmed by the worst, single natural 
gas blowout in history, but because the Victims’ Bill of Rights is 
being undermined,’’ said Brian Panish, an attorney representing 
residents.
 On Aug. 7, the Superior Court appellate panel upheld the trial 
court’s acceptance of the plea agreement. The residents’ lawyers 
say SoCalGas failed to warn people in Porter Ranch and adjacent 
communities that they were being exposed to the worst methane gas 
blowout in American history and therefore should pay restitution to 
the victims.
 Lawyer Margaret Grignon, on behalf of the victims, said 
during arguments before the Superior Court appellate panel in 
May that the District Attorney’s Office allowed the utility to plead 
no contest to one of the counts without including provisions giving 
residents a chance to submit restitution claims against the Gas Co.

CSUN Ranks in Annual List of Best Colleges
UC Irvine and UCLA are ranked in the number two and three spots, respectively, in Money magazine’s 

annual list of the 50 Best Colleges in the U.S., released.
 Money based the rankings on a number of factors, including median SAT and ACT scores, graduation 

rates, estimated tuition costs with and without monetary aid, average student debt and alumni earnings.
 Princeton University was ranked number one, followed by UC San Diego. Stanford University rounded 
out the top five.
 The magazine put the cost to attend UCI in 2018-19 at $34,700 without aid and $14,800 with aid, and 
estimated the percentage of students who get grants at 96 percent. The average UCI student’s debt was 
estimated at $17,000, while early career earnings are estimated at $54,900, according to the magazine’s data. 
The median SAT/ACT scores of UCI students is 1200/27.
 The cost to attend UCLA, where the SAT/Act median score is 1320/31, is listed as $34,700 without aid and 
$15,300 with aid. The number of students getting grants was estimated at 96 percent; average student debt 
was put at $16,300; and early career earnings estimated at $57,500.
 Other Southland schools on the list include Caltech in Pasadena, ranked 12th, Cal State Long Beach (22); 
Cal State Dominguez Hills in Carson (45); Cal Poly Pomona (47); Pomona College (71); Cal State Fullerton (84); 
Cal State Northridge (89); Claremont McKenna College (106); and USC (113).
 To be considered for the rankings, each university has to have at least 500 students, sufficient data for 
analysis, not be in financial distress and have a graduation rate equal to or higher than the median for the 
institution’s category. In total, 727 schools met the requirements and were then weighed by education quality, 
affordability and outcomes.
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If God were to ask me, “Dudley, who do you think should carry the message of salvation 
to the world?” my answer would be an easy one. “Angels!” I’d say.

Why not? Angels have been used by God throughout the Bible to bring very 
important messages to people. In fact, the Greek word for angel can also mean 
“messenger.” In Luke 1:13, an angel delivered a message to Zechariah that his 
wife, Elizabeth, would give birth to John the Baptist, even in their old age. An 
angel told Mary she was going to conceive and bring forth a Child (Luke 1:35). 
An angel warned Mary and Joseph about Herod’s plot to kill their child and 
instructed them to leave the country (Matthew 2:13). The night sky lit up as 
angels announced the Messiah’s birth to the shepherds (Luke 2:13).

From the beginning of creation, angels have been very busy carrying God’s 
messages. Today books are written about them. Hollywood has put angels “in the 
outfield” and imagined people in crisis being “touched by” them. There’s even a 
baseball team in Los Angeles named after them! With all of their experience and 
fame, it just makes sense that angels would be the obvious choice to herald the 
message of redemption to the world.

But think about it. How many people do you know were saved because of an 
angelic visitation? Probably none. And I think there are two very important reason why 
God has chosen us—not angels—to share the Gospel with the world.

First, angels are busy with their own tasks. Ephesians 6:12 reveals that there is a 
spiritual battle going on in the heavenly realms, dark against light. God’s angels are 
very likely involved in this battle (2 King 6:17; Jude 1:9; Revelation 7:1). Angels serve 
God (Psalm 103:20; Revelation 22:9). They are also busy praising and worshipping Him 
(Psalm 148:1–2; Isaiah 6:3; Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 5:8–13). 

The second and perhaps greater reason angels are not modern-day messengers of 
the Gospel is because angels do not have a testimony. God has chosen us, not angels, to 
be His ambassadors of the Good News because angels have never experienced the weight 
or consequences of sin. They have never heard a sermon on salvation and then felt the 
convicting Spirit of God tugging on their hearts. An angel could never sing, “Amazing 
grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.” Why? Because they have never 
been a “wretch.” They’re angels—not humans who live in a fallen world.

We, on the other hand, have a testimony and an ability to say to others, “Hey, my life 
used to be a wreck. I was trapped in sin just like you. Then one day I met Jesus Christ, 
and He changed my life. The same way He changed me, He can change you too.” This 
is important because people tend to be more receptive to someone they can relate to—
someone who has been in their shoes. This is empathy, and it serves as an amazing bridge 
between two people. 

Jesus Christ is the ultimate example of this: “For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15).

Though we are not perfect like our Savior, the sin and struggles He saved us from are 
all part of our testimony. Jesus said that those who have been forgiven much, love much 
(Luke 7:47). Because of this, I believe forgiven sinners are powerful witnesses for God’s 
grace. David Wilkerson, the late pastor and writer, once said, “God uses people. God uses 
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Why God Chose Us —
Not the Angels —

to Deliver Good News
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

people to perform His work. He does not send angels. Angels weep over it, but God does 
not use angels to accomplish His purposes. He uses burdened broken-hearted weeping 
men and women.”

You and I may never be able to open up prison doors like the angels have 
done, or speak to prophets, or shut the mouths of lions, or ascend and descend 
on a ladder from heaven, or minister to Jesus in His darkest hour. But we have 
a song that the angels cannot sing! We have a message they are not qualified 
to deliver. As much as they probably would love to, and as much as they would 
obey, the Bible says God has given us—not angels—the ministry of reconciliation 
(2 Corinthians 5:18). God deemed it our responsibility to deliver His message to 
the world. You and I are called to be the spokespersons on His behalf and on 
behalf of His precious Gospel! 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to 
Share Your Faith (available on Amazon) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church 

in Porter Ranch, California, which has four campuses in the Greater Los Angeles 
area. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.
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Explaining the Left: 
Leftism as Secular Religion

By Dennis Prager

One of the most important books of the 20th century — it remains a best-seller 59 years after it was first published — is 
“Man’s Search for Meaning” by Viktor Frankl.
 Marx saw man’s primary drive as economic, and Freud saw it as sex. But Frankl believed — correctly, in my opinion 

— that the greatest drive of man is meaning.
 One can be poor and chaste and still be happy. But one cannot be bereft of meaning and be happy — no matter how rich 
or how sexually fulfilled one may be.
 The greatest provider of meaning for the vast majority of human beings has been religion. In the West, Christianity (and 
on a smaller scale, Judaism) provided nearly all people with the Bible, a divine or divinely inspired text to guide their lives; 
a religious community; answers to life’s fundamental questions; and, above all, meaning: A good God governs the universe; 
death does not end everything; and human beings were purposefully created. In addition, Christianity gave Christians a 
project: spread the Good News, and bring the world to Christ. And Judaism gave Jews a project: Live by God’s laws of ethics 
and holiness and be “a light unto the nations.”
 All this has disappeared for most Westerners. The Bible is regarded as myth, silly at best, malicious at worst — there is 
no God, certainly not the morality-giving and judging God of the Bible; there is no afterlife; human beings are a purposeless 
coincidence with no more intrinsic purpose than anything else in the universe. In short: This Is All There Is.
 So, if the need for meaning is the greatest of all human needs and that which supplied meaning no longer does, what are 
millions of Westerners supposed to do?
 The answer is obvious: Find meaning elsewhere. But where? Church won’t provide it. Nor will marriage and family — 
increasingly, secular individuals in the West eschew marriage, and even more do not have children. It turns out, to the surprise 
of many, that marriage and children are religious values, not human instincts. In the West today, love and marriage (and 
children) go together like a horse and a carriage for faithful Catholics, Orthodox Jews, religious Mormons and evangelical 
Protestants — not for the secular. I know many religious families with more than four children; I do not know one secular 
family with more than four children (and the odds are you don’t either).
 The answer to the great dearth of meaning left by the death of biblical religion in the West is secular religion. The first two 
great secular substitutes were communism and Nazism. The first provided hundreds of millions of people with meaning; the 
latter provided most Germans and Austrians with meaning.
 In particular, both ideologies provided the intellectual class with meaning. No groups believed in communism and 
Nazism more than intellectuals. Like everyone else, secular intellectuals need meaning, and when this need was combined with 
intellectuals’ love of ideas (especially new ideas — “new” is almost erotic in the power of its appeal to secular intellectuals), 
communism and Nazism became potent ideologies.
 With the fall of communism and the awareness of the extent of the communist mass murder (about 100 million 
noncombatants) and mass enslavement (virtually all individuals in communist countries — except for Communist Party 
leaders — are essentially enslaved), communism, or at least the word “communism,” fell into disrepute.
 So, what were secular intellectuals to do once communism became “the god that failed”?
 The answer was to create other another left-wing secular religion. And that is what leftism is: a secular meaning-
giver to supplant Christianity. Left-wing religious expressions include Marxism, communism, socialism, feminism and 
environmentalism.
 Leftism’s guiding principles — notwithstanding the principles of those Christians and Jews who claim to be religious yet 
hold leftist views — are the antitheses of Judaism and Christianity’s guiding principles.
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(Continued from page 1)
 But lawyer Cassandra Thorp, on behalf of the District 
Attorney’s Office, argued that the victims had no standing 
to file an appeal because nothing in the Victims’ Bill of 
Rights Act of 2008 gave crime victims such a right.
 Recognition by the courts of such a right would invade 
the prosecution’s exclusive powers to decide who and what 
to charge, what charges to offer for plea and what cases to 
try, according to Thorp.
 The three-judge Superior Court appellate panel 
unanimously concurred with the District Attorney’s Office 
and SoCalGas.
 ``Although a victim is vested with specified 
constitutional and statutory rights, he or she is not a party 
to the criminal proceeding (and) he or she does not have 
the general right of appeal,’’ Judge Tony Richardson wrote 
on behalf of himself and the other two judges.
 The $4 million settlement requires SoCalGas to install 
and maintain an infrared methane monitoring system 
at the Aliso Canyon site -- estimated to cost between 
$1.2 million and $1.5 million -- and to retain an outside 
company to test and certify that the monitoring system and 
real-time pressure monitors to be placed at each gas well 
are working properly.
 Under the agreement, a half-dozen full-time 
employees must be hired to operate and maintain the new 
leak detection systems 24 hours a day.
 The agreement also calls for the company to revise 
and adopt new reporting policies for actual and threatened 
releases of hazardous materials to the appropriate agencies, 
and mandates training courses on proper notification 
procedures for all of the utility’s employees who work at 
natural gas storage facilities within Los Angeles County.
 SoCalGas executives say safety improvements 
have already been made at Aliso Canyon, including the 
replacement of inner tubing in the wells and the installation 
of more than 40 miles of new steel piping.

Gas Leak Victims Seek 
Further Appellate Review

Letter to the Editor

Re: Dennis Prager

As usual, Dennis Prager makes assumptions which all have 
to be true, for the conclusions he draws in his front page 
story, Explaining American Leftist: Part 1. He criticizes 

those who cheered for Obama.  Because Prager says, “...
middle class Americans-people who have more affluence, more 
opportunity, better health, better health care and more liberty 
today, and more certainly than anyone who has ever lived-
thunderously applaud a call to fundamentally transform their 
decent country?”
 As usual, Prager makes an assumption to prove his big 
point.  That “leftists” are naive and bored.  
 First, just to clarify matters, the “Right” equally applauded 
candidate Trump regarding these same issues.  Everyone wants 
a better society and country.  Both sides just see it in different 
ways.  And second, he presupposes we are the best in all the 
above areas of our society.  No Mr. Prager, we can do better with 
our Health care, we can have more opportunity for all and no, 
our economic divide grows and there is not more affluence for 
all. And Trump supporters believe this too. 
 The promise of a better future, a more uplifting tomorrow, 
still resonates from Mr. Obama’s speech.  One only has to re-read 
the dark message of Mr. Trump’s inauguration speech to see 
the juxtaposition.  And it’s not a left/right issue in regards to our 
current administration.  The right has indeed been hijacked too.  
 As I said above, both sides want the big picture goals but 
want to get there along a different path. I hope and believe that 
Mr. Trump is not reflective of the future of the Republican Party. 
And Mr. Prager, you do yourself a disservice to keep defending 
this party in its current form.  In the end, history will not record 
this time in our country’s history favorably.  I hope I will be on 
the side that prevails.  

Sincerely,
Judith Alban, Northridge 
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The New York 
Times Hires Left-
Wing Bigot for Its 

Editorial Board
By Larry Elder

The New York Times, for its editorial board, hired 
a 30-year-old tech writer named Sarah Jeong, 
an American immigrant from South Korea. But 

Jeong, only a few years ago, posted a series of offensive, 
anti-white tweets.
 Her anti-white tweets included the following:
 “Dumbass f—-ing white people marking up the internet 
with their opinions like dogs pissing on fire hydrants.”
 “Oh man it’s kind of sick how much joy I get out of 
being cruel to old white men.”
 “Are white people genetically predisposed to burn 
faster in the sun, thus logically being only fit to live 
underground like groveling goblins(?)”
 The New York Times stands by its decision. You see, 
said The New York Times in a statement, Jeong was merely 
being sarcastic. She was actually mocking the racism of her 
twitter detractors. She was, in effect, trolling the trolls. The 
Times said: “Her journalism and the fact that she is a young 
Asian woman have made her a subject of frequent online 
harassment. For a period of time she responded to that 
harassment by imitating the rhetoric of her harassers. She 
sees now that this approach only served to feed the vitriol 
that we too often see on social media. She regrets it, and The 
Times does not condone it.”
 As defenses go, The New York Times’ defense of its new 
editorial board hire is creative. But what about Jeong’s anti-
cop and anti-male tweets? Here’s a sample:
 “Cops are a--holes.”
 “Let me know when a cop gets killed by a rock or 
molotov cocktail or a stray shard of glass from a precious 
precious window.”
 “If we’re talking big sweeping bans on s—- that 
kills people, why don’t we ever ever ever ever talk 
about banning the police?”
 “I SURE WOULD FIGHT THE COPS WITH MY 
GUNS, I WONDER WHY BLACK PEOPLE HAVEN’T 
THOUGHT OF THAT.”
 “My point is that we should kill all the men *prior* to 
removing the state from marriage as an institution.”
 Was Jeong still being satirical when she attacked 
cops, too?

  *  *  *

 In an earnings call last November, John Schnatter, 
the founder of Papa John’s, gave the following analysis 
of why his company’s third-quarter earnings were 
disappointing. Schnatter said: “The NFL has hurt us. 
... We are disappointed the NFL and its leadership did 
not resolve this.” He was referring to the NFL national 
anthem player protests, which he insisted should have 
been “nipped in the bud” the previous year. Schnatter 
said, “Leadership starts at the top, and this is an example 
of poor leadership.”
 Critics called his comments “racist” because most of the 
players in the NFL are black, as are most of the protestors. 
Therefore, Schnatter was being racist by objecting to the 
mostly black kneelers. Schnatter apologized, but Papa 
John’s stock tumbled after Schnatter’s NFL comment, and 
in January, Schnatter stepped down as CEO.
 Schnatter eventually resigned as chairman of the 
board for something he said months later. In a May 
telephone conference call about how his company can be 
more racially tolerant and sensitive, Schnatter reportedly 
defended his November NFL comments by stating, 
“Colonel Sanders called blacks n——-s,” yet, claimed 
Schnatter, never faced public backlash. Schnatter was out. 
Never mind his claim that he was quoting someone else 
during a role-playing exercise.
 Roseanne Barr, a few months ago, lost her show 
because of a “racist” tweet about former Obama White 
House aide and consultant, Valerie Jarrett. Barr tweeted: 
“muslim brotherhood & planet of the apes had a baby=vj.” 
Barr claimed she did not know Jarrett was black, making 
her tweet offensive, argued Barr, but not racist.
 Contrast Sanders’ definition of racism with that of 
The New York Times’ columnist Charles Blow. In an 
article about President Donald Trump’s alleged racism, 
Blow said: “Racism is simply the belief that race is an 
inherent and determining factor in a person’s or a people’s 
character and capabilities, rendering some inferior and 
others superior.”
 That sounds a lot like the new member of The New 
York Times editorial board.
 
 (Larry Elder is a best-selling author and nationally 
syndicated radio talk-show host.) 
     -  Creators Syndicate 

T ruth and page count are as thin at the LA Times these 
days as the broth at the local soup kitchen.
 While it may have a new owner, the well-intentioned 

billionaire Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong, it is still infected with a 
master and servant mindset when it comes to protecting local 
politicians from their troubles and failures. 
 For a more precise diagnosis, let’s turn to economist and 
social theorist Thomas Sowell: 
 “Journalists cannot serve two masters. To the extent that 
they take on the task of suppressing information or biting their 
tongue for the sake of some political agenda, they are betraying 
the trust of the public and corrupting their own profession.” 
 To prove Sowell’s point, dial back to my most recent 
column about the ongoing personal financial troubles of 
Southern California’s most influential lawmaker, Los Angeles 
City Council President Herb Wesson, and his wife Fabian, to 
see when and how The Times– eventually – covered it. 

 Delay Reporting the Story 
 Two years ago, when I broke the story about the Wessons’ 
repeated mortgage defaults despite a gross household income 
estimated to be north of $400,000 per year, Times veteran 
City Hall reporter David Zahniser jumped on the story in less 
than two days. But last month, despite The Times averaging 
an anorexic 30+ pages in its non-Sunday print editions, 
Zahniser’s article didn’t appear online until four days later 
in a classic Friday afternoon news dump (a skeptic would say 
to help the story die before Monday morning drive radio can 
use it) and five days before appearing in the Saturday print 
edition, despite all story-related documents being readily 
available online. 

 Dilute the Story 
 Whoever writes headlines at The Times aided the cause 
of watering down the Wesson story. The title of Zahniser’s 
Friday article online was a precise “Council President 
Herb Wesson confronted with new financial problems. 
”But by Saturday, the title morphed into a misleading  
“Wesson puts new money matter to rest,” despite the article 
content remaining identical. 
Wesson’s money problems, according to court records, 
are very much alive, since no satisfaction of the judgment 
against Wesson had been filed. 
 Zahniser also allowed Wesson to conflate his 2016 
money problems with his more recent credit card default 
with this doozy of an emailed quote from the lawmaker’s 
spokesperson: 
 “A few years ago our family experienced some financial 
challenges that have since been rectified,” he said in an 
emailed statement. “This bill has been paid in full.” 
 By “this bill,” what is it that Wesson means? The 
mortgage or the credit card defaults?  
 Zahniser also repeated Wesson’s dubious claim that 
he resolved his money problems by tapping into savings 
and retirement accounts. But if Zahniser or contributing 
reporter Emily Alpert-Reyes examined Wesson’s City of 
LA Ethics forms, they would see that Wesson never listed 
any such assets, meaning that they were being misled 
about how Wesson is handling his financial problems, or he 
is lying on his Ethics forms about his income and assets, 
as demonstrated by Wesson failing to disclose his wife’s 
salary as an executive with the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District. 

 Zahniser also failed to address Wesson’s lavish spending 
while defaulting on his mortgages and credit card, including 
an opulent September 2017 wedding for his son Justin to 
City Council aide Alexis Marin. Within hours of my column 
being published, those photos were deleted from the lifestyle 
blog on which they were published, though photos were 
aggregated by a Google ‘bot.
 Lastly, Zahniser repeatedly misstated the role that the 
County of Los Angeles played in tracking Wesson’s defaults, 
suggesting it was the County that filed default and auction 
notices. Those things are not done by the County, but by the 
banks holding Wesson’s debt. 

 Distract from the Story with Irrelevance 
 To kill the bad taste of a story it would rather not report, 
Zahniser sprinkled irrelevant pixie dust into the article by 
ruminating whether Wesson’s son Justin might one day run 
for his father’s seat. Despite the Council president dodging 
Zahniser’s questions about his money problems – which was 
the subject-at-hand – the reporter saved some word count to 
allow a completely off-topic quote from the senior Wesson 
about his son’s future. 

 Deny the Story 
 While there is no doubt that The Times was obligated 
to publish this article, here’s how we know they didn’t 
want to do it. 
 While LA Times reporters consistently use their Twitter 
accounts to trumpet their latest articles and those of their 
colleagues, as of Sunday morning, neither Zahniser nor 
Alpert-Reyes Tweeted their Wesson article to their collective 
13,046 followers, begging this question: 
 Q: When do reporters not want more clicks (and at least 
13,000 more sets of eyes) on their articles?  
 A:  When they are forced to write an article that they 
don’t want people to read. 
 Zahniser and Alpert-Reyes were indeed active on Twitter 
on subjects personal and professional. The only thing missing 
is their embarrassing Wesson story. 
 The Times’ protectionism of local politicians isn’t limited 
to Wesson. It especially holds true for LA’s slippery, absentee 
Mayor Eric Garcetti. Case in point: last month, Garcetti 
tried to un-ring, and then re-ring, his false claim that LA’s 
animal shelters (once again?) achieved “no kill” status despite 
a torrent of information that the shelters are at capacity and 
prepared to kill scores of healthy animals if not immediately 
adopted. But there’s not a word about this crisis from The 
Times because, as is the case with Wesson, it hurts their 
favored politicians. 
 So, let’s wrap with a related thought from Sowell: 
 “Too many journalists see their work as an opportunity 
to promote their own pet political notions, rather than a 
responsibility to inform the public and let their readers and 
viewers decide for themselves.” 
 Are you hearing this, LA Times?
 
 (Daniel Guss, MBA, is a member of the Los Angeles Press 
Club, and has contributed to CityWatch. His opinions are his 
own and do not necessarily reflect the views of CityWatch.)  
 

Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

CityWatch

Forced to Report, LA Times Delays, 
Dilutes, Distracts, Denies

By Daniel Guss
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CityWatch

A Brief History of 
Fake News

By Richard Lee Abrams

Socrates justified fake news by citing the inability of the average person to comprehend 
reality. Hence, we have Socratic Lies. Jack Nicholson reduced this premise to its 
briefest form by his exclamation: “The truth? You can’t handle the truth.” 

 Our legal system has witnesses begin their testimony by promising “to tell the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” However, in the courtroom, truth suppression 
is more likely the goal. The most famous courtroom line for Baby Boomers was Perry 
Mason’s,  “I object! Incompetent, irrelevant and immaterial.”  
 As attorneys know, there is only one real objection: “I object, the witness is about to 
say something that will hurt my client. Make the witness shut up.” Mason was a truth-
suppressor. 

 The U.S. Constitution’s Attempt to Introduce Truth into the Public Debate 
 The First Amendment’s protection of free speech attempted to bring the truth to 
the public. Its method was to prevent the government from censoring speech. While the 
constitutional prohibition allowed lies, it also stopped the government from suppressing 
the truth, leaving it to the public to figure out who was truthful and who was a liar. 
 During an auto accident trial, the attorney may ask, “Did Mr. Jones have a red or a 
green light?” If the witness knows that the light was red, and he says, “green,” he has lied. 
Lies by omission, however, can be more damaging because the listener cannot assess what 
information has been omitted.   
 Perhaps, the most compelling example of the power of omission is found in the movie, 
“My Cousin Vinny,”where the prosecution makes it seem conclusive that Vinny’s cousin 
is guilty by omitting the determinative evidence. When Mona Lisa Vito (Marisa Tomei) 
supplies the missing data, everything changes. 

 Dateline’s Foray into Fake News
 Lies by omission can be devastating. A recent example is NBC’s Dateline show, “City 
of Angeles,” about the homeless population in LA. The show omits the cause of the huge 
increase in Los Angeles’ homeless population which Dateline places at 25% of all homeless 
in the nation. 
 Dateline hides the fact from the viewers that since Mayor Eric Garcetti first took 
office in 2001 as CD13 councilmember and then later as City Council President, he has 
followed a policy to destroy rent-controlled housing. Rent-controlled apartments are the 
least expensive in the city and the supply is being reduced. To fall under the rent control 
law, an apartment had to have been constructed prior to 1979. Using only the interactive 
Ellis Act map for destroyed rent-controlled apartments, you can see that by end of 2017, 
23,024 units had been destroyed and about another 2,000 units are set for destruction 
in 2018. (The map does not include the thousands of units that were illegally destroyed 
outside the Ellis Act.) 
 Twenty-five thousand apartments would house about 60,000 people at 2.5 people per 
unit. If Garcetti’s policies had not destroyed those rent-controlled units, LA would have 
more than enough low-income housing for all of LA’s homeless. 
 When an elderly person on fixed income has her $450/month apartment demolished, 
her $950 social security check cannot cover the $1,000 rent for another apartment. If 
people evicted from the rent-controlled apartments do have enough income to rent new 
places, they bid up the rents at the lower end of the market, making some other poor person 
homeless. Dateline showed a couple who became homeless when their rent increased by 
$150. Dateline was silent on how Garcetti’s policies have been steadily increasing the cost 
of housing. 
 A small reduction in supply can increase prices. Whenever the supply has been 
constricted, it is the people with the most money who bid up the costs. Thus, a small 
reduction in housing supply pushes up rents for the lower market strata. 

 Dateline Concealed Garcetti’s Role in Manufacturing LA’s 
Homeless Crisis 
 Dateline interviewed Garcetti and gave him a platform to pretend that he was a 
compassionate mayor who was committed to having all the homeless people live in homes. 
Dateline did not ask, “If you care for the homeless, why do you pursue the policy that 
destroys rent-controlled housing?”  

 Dateline Has an Agenda 
 Garcetti is the newest darling of the Democratic Party and the media is grooming 
him for a 2020 Presidential race. It does not fit the image the media is crafting to point out 
that while he has been throwing tens of thousands of Angelenos onto the streets, Garcetti 
has been giving billions of dollars to billionaire developers to construct a glut of luxury 
housing. It does not fit their coiffured image of Garcetti that his policies have taken LA 
traffic congestion from bad to the worst in the entire world. It does not fit their mythical 
image that Garcetti is actually an anti-Green mayor who is destroying LA’s Tree Canopy 
and turning central LA into a heat island. 

 Corruptionism, Thy Name is Garcetti 
 The DNC and the media made the same mistake in promoting former Mayor 
Tony Villaraigosa, who disintegrated at the DNC convention. Compared to Garcetti, 
Villaraigosa was a Boy Scout. Tony V was too busy chasing skirt to do much except let 
City Council President Garcetti run the city. No one is more responsible for LA’s homeless 
crisis than Garcetti, but as they did with Villaraigosa, the DNC and the media will omit all 
the real-life info about Garcetti.
 
 (Richard Lee Abrams is a Los Angeles attorney and a CityWatch contributor. Abrams’ 
views are his own and do not necessarily reflect the views of CityWatch.) 

Edited for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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Running back 
Brendon 
Gamble picks 
up yardage on 
this play 
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David Powell

5'9" 165 pound 
running back EJ Gable 
takes handoff from 
quarterback Chayden 
Peery. CJ gained 159 
yards and scored two 
TDs in the game
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David Powell

Chaminade H.S.

Eagles Soar But 
The Lions Roar

By David Powell for the Valley Voice

The 2018 prep football season kicked off with a 
game between ranked rivals Chaminade Eagles 
(#12) and Oaks Christian Lions (#11).  Last season 

Chaminade dominated Oaks Christian in a 47-10 
win.  This year first year head coach Charles Collins 
reversed the results as the Lions secured a 31-13 
victory. 
 A strong Chaminade defense, led by linebackers 
Blake Antzoulatos and Jonathan Thomas contained 
the Lions’ star running back Zach Charbonnet until 
midway through the third quarter.  The score was 
knotted at 10-10 in the third quarter.  Charbonnet had 
rushed for only 26 yards on 11 carries.  The next six 
times he touched the ball he gained over 150 yards and 
scored on a 48 yard run (10-17) in the third quarter, 
and a 65 yard TD in the fourth (13-24).  A fumbled punt 
return was recovered by Oaks Christian, leading to a 
touchdown by Tripp Mitchell, and a final score of 13-31.
 In the next game, Chaminade unleashed a 
potent offense in defeating Paraclete 49-3.  Highlights 
included a 50 yard TD pass from Ryan Stevens to 
Blake Antzoulatos.  Senior Alex Okuribido scored 
three touchdowns for the Eagles.  Chaminade’s 
next opponent is Mission Hills (San Marcos), a non-
conference away game.

Sierra Canyon H.S.

If Only There Was More Time
By David Powell for the Valley Voice

The “endless summer” has ended, at least for students as they returned to the classroom to begin the school year.  For 
many, the summer vacation was too short.  For student athletes participating in fall sports, the summer break was even 
shorter.  As an example, the football team at Sierra Canyon began practice on July 23 in preparation for their first game 

on August 17.
 This year three Gold Coast League opponents opted not to play Sierra Canyon and Paraclete in football.  When SC 
and Paraclete meet in the regular season’s final game, they will play for first and second place in the league, and both teams 
are assured automatic spots in the CIF playoffs.  Sierra Canyon replaced league games versus Brentwood, Viewpoint, and 
Campbell Hall with nonleague opponents, resulting in a more challenging schedule.
 The Sierra Canyon Trailblazers opened the season with a home game against the Westlake Warriors.  SC had a first and 
goal at the six yard line, but had to settle for a 22 yard field goal and a 3-0 lead as the first quarter ended.  Westlake stormed back 
in the second quarter to take a 21-3 lead on the passing play of Marco Siderman (324 yards – 4 TDs) and Jason Heller (205 yards 
receiving).  The Trailblazers scored on a three yard run by junior Hunter Williams to make the score 10-21 at the half.
 The third quarter had SC running back EJ Gable scoring on a 13 yard run, to narrow the score to 17-21.  Westlake 
scored again to possess a 17-28 lead going into the final 15 minutes of the game.
 In the final quarter Hunter Williams scored again to close the score to 24-28.  Westlake completed an 81 yard pass for a 
TD, increasing their lead to 24-35.  The Trailblazers efficiently moved the ball downfield with EJ Gable scoring on a five yard 
run to pull the Trailblazers to a 30-35 deficit.  A two point conversion attempt failed.  SC had one last possession and moved 
the ball down field quickly, to gain a first and goal.  A penalty moved them back.  An incomplete pass on fourth down sealed 
the Trailblazers’ fate.  
 On a positive note, sophomore quarterback Chayden Perry was 16 or 25 passing for 197 yards.  Senior transfer 5’6” EJ 
Gable rushed for 159 yards.  Coach Ellinghouse had praise for EJ Gable and the offensive line.  He said, “I was proud of our 
fight, but not with the execution.”
 Week two saw the Trailblazers in an away game versus Lawndale.  Junior running back Hunter Williams had a long 
run that resulted in a TD, giving SC an early 7-0 lead.  Lawndale came back to tie the score and the Trailblazers responded 
with a TD to hold a 14-7 lead after the first quarter.  The second quarter was a scoreless defensive battle.  After half time, 
SC had a number of gains nullified by penalties.  On a perfect punt the Trailblazers downed the ball on the one yard line.  
On Lawndale’s first play, Lawndale running back Jordan Wilmore (a USC commit) burst through the line and eluded all 
defenders, scoring on a 99 yard run.  A two point attempt failed and SC’s lead was 14-13.  Another big play in the third quarter 
– on fourth and one near mid-field, Lawndale scored on a fifty plus yard run and had a 14-19 lead into the final quarter.  Sierra 
Canyon regained the lead on a TD pass to DJ Harvey.  A successful two point conversion put SC on top 22-19.  The Cardinals 
iced the game with a final TD late in the fourth quarter to prevail 22-25.
 The Trailblazers next game is at home against the Redondo Union Sea Hawks.

Don’t miss the premiere of 20 beautifully  
decorated models in 7 communities.  

Discover panoramic views, top-rated schools,  
and gated entries.  

Priced from the $800,000s to over $2 million. 
Visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com  

or call 888.763.8177.LA’s Largest Master Plan

Like a great movie, it’s a must see.

TOUR 20 SPECTACULAR MODELS THIS FALL
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Porter Ranch to 
Oxford –

Students Stand in 
Center

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

Rays of sunshine peeped through the green-yellow 
leaves of a big tree standing firm and tall in front 
of a small coffee shop located somewhere between 

Oxford University’s Pembroke and Corpus Christi 
College. I sat in a wooden chair across a man dressed in a 
bright baby blue suit and dainty top hat, anxious to begin 
asking questions and dive into the same conversation that 
students all over the world, but especially back in the 
U.S., were most likely having. 
 This summer, I had the amazing opportunity to travel 
to Oxford, England and expand my journalistic skills for 
an entire month. Padraig Belton, a scholar at Oxford 
and writer for the British Broadcasting Corporation, 
taught me and my peers at the program, who all came 
from different parts of the world, during our stay. It was 
interesting to step out of my physical and mental comfort 
bubble, as the experience helped me realize that there is more to this world than 
what I thought to be the big, but in perspective is really quite small, Los Angeles. 
 One day, I decided to ask Belton for an interview about the changing political 
climate within America’s youth. Frankly at first, I doubted any good would come out 
of the interview. What could possibly result from a conversation between an Irish 
man who has spent most of his life in the United Kingdom and an Asian American 
teenager from one of the most liberal cities of America about student activism? 
 But it only took a few minutes into the conversation for all of my doubts to 
disappear, as I realized the shocking importance of an outsider’s perspective. 

    *  *  *
 In response to my first question about his opinion on what side of the spectrum the 
political climate seems to be shifting towards, Belton answered in the most unexpected 
way possible. Instead of answering that it is either a “right” or “left” shift, he concluded 
that the spectrum was not even a valid method of assessing current politics. 
 “I think one of the interesting things at the moment is that maybe while the 
student activism of the sixties and seventies, people who are now actually becoming 
retired, was very much along the left-right spectrum. After doing some interviews 
with student organizers, for example, March for Our Lives, [student activism] does 
not seem to fall as much on a left-right spectrum,” Belton said. 
 Though Belton did address the possibility of a little more left movement, especially 
in response to the many incidents, debates, and even tragedies regarding gun control, 
he still claimed that students are not necessarily following the left-right spectrum.

 “It might be maybe a little bit more Democrat, maybe a bit more left, particularly 
because gun control has situated itself a little bit along a left-right axis, but these 
[students] are not really loyal Democrats,” Belton said. “These batch of student activists 
are not going to support Democrats who do not deliver and say the right things on the 
issues that matter to them.”
 Instead of being either firmly Democrat or Republican, Belton argued that students 
simply support whoever and whatever can help their situation, regardless of party.
 “It’s interesting because [students] are not all running out to become young 
Democrats, they’re all running out because they’re mobilized by one issue that matters 
to them, that they feel is important, and that affects their safety, and maybe even their 
lives,” Belton said. “And that is so much stronger than simply wanting to join young 
Democrats.”
 Not only did I learn the power of an outsider’s point of view from this interview, but 
I also realized that not everything has to be labeled on a spectrum. Belton introduced 
me to the concept of supporting something or someone simply because it affects you, not 
because society said you had to be either an elephant or a donkey. 
 With that, Belton offered a few pieces of advice for students who would like to 
become more involved in activism and various political movements. 
 “Take advantage of every opportunity out there to get your voice out, whether 
that’s talking to journalists, attending protests, giving speeches, writing letters to an 
editor, or conversing on social media, like Instagram and Twitter,” Belton said. “Try all 
of these, because people will be interested in your voice. Don’t just assume they won’t 
be, because they are.”

Open daily from 11am-6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers 
welcome. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not 
an offering where prohibited by law. CA DRE License No. 01206770.
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(Continued from page 3)

CityWatch

Send the Pols a Message! 
Demand Pension Reform:
Vote NO on State Bonds 

and County Rain Tax
By Jack Humphreville

On November 6, the politicians who occupy the Sacramento Capitol and 
their special interest cronies are asking us to approve $14.4 billion in 
bonds to finance the State’s water infrastructure ($8.9 billion). At the 

same time, the County’s Board of Supervisors are looking for us to bless a $300 
million a year forever tax to fund its yet to-be-developed stormwater program 
(the “Rain Tax”). 
 The proponents of these ballot measures will spend millions “educating” us 
on why we must approve these fiscal measures that are vital to the residents of the 
State and County.  They will even use taxpayer funds to pay for the multimillion 
advertising campaigns, even though this is an illegal use of our money. 
 But before we buy into the political propaganda, we need to ask ourselves if 
our elected officials have earned our approval of these very expensive ballot measures.  Are they using our tax dollars in 
an efficient and prudent manner?  And are they doing everything possible to avoid inflicting these new burdens on the 
residents of the highest taxed state in the country? 
 The answer is no. 
 Both the County and the State have not made any meaningful reforms of their pension and other post retirement 
employment plans.  As a result, ever increasing annual contributions to these plans are growing faster than revenues and 
crowding out basic services.  This, in turn, is forcing these inefficient enterprises to raise money through increased taxes 
and, even worse, through bonds where they dump today’s obligation on our children and grandchildren.  
 The County has unfunded retirement obligations in the range of $40 billion when using a more realistic investment 
rate assumption, or $4,000 for each resident of the County.  
 As for the State, estimates of the unfunded liability for pensions and other retirement liabilities are estimated to be at 
least $300 million, or about $7,500 for each Californian.  
 Yet, despite these huge liabilities, neither the County or the State has been willing to establish an independent, well-
funded commission to review and analyze their increasing annual contributions and their respective unfunded retirement 
liabilities.  These commissions would also develop constructive recommendations on how to stabilize the annual contributions 
and eventually eliminate the unfunded liability over a reasonable time frame. 
 One suggestion is to allow employees the option to participate in a defined contribution plan.  This has been very well 
received at the UC system where over a third of eligible employees opted into a 401(k) plan.
  Another suggestion is to eliminate double dipping where a government employee retires at 50 or 55, collects 
a nice pension, and then finds another gig, usually with another government agency which makes the employee 
eligible for another pension.  
 Alternatively, the retirement age could be increased to match Social Security.  
 Our politicians will tell us that pension reform is important, but the timing is not right, that they will address the issue 
next year, after the election.  Baloney.  They are unwilling to address the pension and OPEB issue because of they fear the 
reaction of the campaign funding leaders of the public sector unions. 
 We can send Sacramento and the County a message that we demand pension reform.
  (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)

 Judaism and Christianity hold that people are not basically 
good. Leftism holds that people are basically good. Therefore, 
Judaism and Christianity believe evil comes from human nature, 
and leftism believes evil comes from capitalism, religion, the nation-
state (i.e. nationalism), corporations, the patriarchy and virtually 
every other traditional value.
 Judaism and Christianity hold that utopia on Earth is 
impossible — it will only come in God’s good time as a Messianic 
age or in the afterlife. Leftism holds that utopia is to be created 
here on Earth — and as soon as possible. That is why leftists find 
America so contemptible. They do not compare it to other nations 
but to a utopian ideal — a society with no inequality, no racism, 
no differences between the sexes (indeed, no sexes) and no greed in 
which everything important is obtained free.
 Judaism and Christianity believe God and the Bible are 
to instruct us on how to live a good life and how the heart is the 
last place to look for moral guidance. Leftists have contempt for 
anyone who is guided by the Bible and its God, and substitute the 
heart and feelings for divine instruction.
 There may be a clash of civilizations between the West 
and Islam, but the biggest clash of civilizations is between the 
West and the left.
 (Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated radio talk-show 
host and columnist.)

Leftism as Secular Religion
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Changes to 
Fraud-Tainted 
DROP Program 

C ity and labor leaders have agreed to changes to the 
controversial Deferred Retirement Option Plan for police 
and firefighters, aimed at making it less susceptible to 

abuse, Mayor Eric Garcetti announced.
 The DROP program allows employees of the LAPD and 
LAFD who enter the program near the end of their careers to 
collect their pensions for five years while also collecting their 
paychecks -- but the payments keep coming even if the worker 
is sidelined due to injury or illness.
 The program was designed to retain experienced first 
responders, but a Los Angeles Times investigation found that 
almost half of enrollees from July 2008 to July 2017 -- more 
than 1,200 public safety officers -- subsequently took disability 
leaves, typically claiming bad backs, sore knees and other age-
related ailments.
 Leaves averaged 10 months, but in hundreds of cases 
lasted for more than a year, the newspaper reported in 
February, while also finding that from July 2008 to July 2017, 
more than a third of police officers and 70 percent of Los 
Angeles Fire Department employees who entered the DROP 
program went out on injury leave.
 The changes announced by Garcetti -- which are pending 
City Council approval -- would require that enrollees be on 
active duty to be eligible.
 ``DROP is an important program that keeps our best 
officers and firefighters on the job longer -- now we have 
a chance to make it even more effective,’’ he said. ``These 
improvements will prevent abuse, and help us make sure we’re 
putting every available resource into making our city safer for 
Angelenos. I am grateful to our officers and firefighters for 
their collaboration, and for the sacrifices they make to keep us 
safe every day.’’

  *  *                *

 The new requirements, which would go into effect early 
next year, would make participants ineligible for their pension 
accrual if they serve fewer than 112 hours on active duty in a 
given month. If a participant incurs a serious injury in the line 
of duty that results in a hospital stay for three days or longer, 
they can continue to retain eligibility for up to 12 months.
 ``I previously called on our public safety partners to work 
quickly with us to eliminate abuses in the DROP program,’’ 
City Councilman Paul Koretz said. ``I am pleased that these 
proposed revisions to the DROP program do just that.’’
 The city finalized the new DROP improvements through 
a tentative agreement reached with the Los Angeles Police 
Protective League, United Firefighters of Los Angeles City, Los 
Angeles Police Command Officers Association, Los Angeles 
Fire Department Chief Officers Association, Los Angeles 
Airport Peace Officers Association, Los Angeles Airport Police
Supervisors Association, Airport Police Command Officers 
Association, Los Angeles Port Police Association and the Los 
Angeles Port Police Command Officers Association.
 Under the pending agreement, if participants leave active 
duty, and become ineligible for their pension accrual, they 
can come back to work and make up that accrual for up to 30 
additional months, once the standard five-year period expires.

  *  *                *
 “The residents of Los Angeles expect us to protect their 
taxpayer dollars,” said Councilman Mitchell Englander, 
who is a reserve LAPD officer.
 “I’m grateful that we were able to work collaboratively 
with first responders and their labor representatives to 
reform DROP. These long overdue changes will ensure 
that we are able to continue retaining experienced law 
enforcement and emergency response personnel while 
eliminating any loopholes or potential for abuse.”
 The city’s administrative officer in 2016 recommended 
eliminating the program, which was approved by city 
voters in 2001.
 Garcetti’s office said the city will also conduct a financial 
analysis of DROP to ensure that it continues to be cost-neutral, 
which is a process that must occur by law every five years.
 The Board of Directors of the Los Angeles Police 
Protective League issued a statement describing the changes to 
DROP as a ̀ `substantive set of improvements’’ that ̀ `will bring 
additional transparency and oversight to the program and put 
in place restrictions preventing abuse of the program.’’
 ``The overwhelming majority of police officers and 
firefighters in our DROP have provided exceptional service 
to our residents. Los Angeles has benefited from their 
experience and their continued service. A transparent 
DROP is absolutely critical to ensuring we have the public 
safety staffing we need to keep our city safe. These reforms 
assure that our experienced police officers and firefighters 
are where they should be, at work protecting our residents, 
and that no one profits from not being on the job.’’

Colleges: A
Force for Evil

By Walter E.Williams

Many of the nation’s colleges have become a force for 
evil and a focal point for the destruction of traditional 
American values. The threat to our future lies in the 

fact that today’s college students are tomorrow’s teachers, 
professors, judges, attorneys, legislators and policymakers. 
A recent Brookings Institution poll suggests that nearly half 
of college students believe that hate speech is not protected 
by the First Amendment. Of course, it is. Fifty-one percent 
of students think that it’s acceptable to shout down a speaker 
with whom they disagree. About 20 percent of students hold 
that it’s acceptable to use violence to prevent a speaker from 
speaking. Over 50 percent say colleges should prohibit speech 
and viewpoints that might offend certain people. Contempt for 
the First Amendment and other constitutional guarantees is 
probably shared by the students’ high school teachers, as well 
as many college professors.
 Brainwashing and indoctrination of young people has 
produced some predictable results, as shown by a recent 
Gallup Poll. For the past 18 years, Gallup has asked adults how 
proud they are to be Americans. This year, only 47 percent say 
they are “extremely proud,” well below the peak of 70 percent 
in 2003. The least proud to be Americans are nonwhites, 
young adults and college graduates. The proudest Americans 
are those older than 50 and those who did not graduate from 
college. The latter might be explained by their limited exposure 
to America’s academic elite.
 Johnetta Benton, a teacher at Hampton Middle School 
near Atlanta, was recorded telling her sixth-grade students, 
“America has never been great for minorities.” In a tirade, 
she told her class: “Because Europeans came from Europe ... 
you are an immigrant. You are an illegal immigrant because 
you came and just took it. ... You are an immigrant. This is 
not your country.” To exploit young, immature young people 
this way represents an act of supreme cowardice. The teacher 
should be fired, but I’m guessing that her colleagues share 
her sympathies. At the same school, students were given a 
homework assignment that required them to write a letter 
asking lawmakers for stricter gun control laws.
 One might be tempted to argue that the growing contempt 
for liberty and the lack of civility stem from the election of 
Donald Trump. That’s entirely wrong. The lack of civility 
and indoctrination of our young people have been going on 
for decades. UCLA history professor Mary Corey told her 
class: “Capitalism isn’t a lie on purpose. It’s just a lie.” She 
added that capitalists “are swine. ... They’re bastard people.” 
An English professor at Montclair State University, in New 
Jersey, told his students, “Conservatism champions racism, 
exploitation and imperialist war.” 
 An ethnic studies professor at California State University, 
Northridge and Pasadena City College teaches that “the 
role of students and teachers in ethnic studies is to comfort 
the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.” The University of 
California, Santa Barbara’s school of education emailed its 
faculty members to ask them to consider classroom options 
concerning the Iraq War, suggesting they excuse students 
from class to attend anti-war events and give them extra credit 
for writing about it. Rodney Swanson, a UCLA economics 
professor, told his class, “The United States of America, backed 
by facts, is the greediest and most selfish country in the world.”
 There is little question that colleges stand at the forefront 
of an attack on America and Western values. Leftists often 
say that the U.S. is the world’s worst country. But here are 
some empirical facts they might explain. According to a 
recent Gallup Poll, about 13 percent of the world’s adults — 
630 million people — would like to move to another country. 
Roughly 138 million would like to live in the U.S. — making 
us the No. 1 destination, followed by the U.K., Canada and 
France. There’s something exceptionally appealing about 
America and the Western world that leftists choose to ignore 
or lie about.
 (Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at 
George Mason University.) -  Creators Syndicate 
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CityWatch

Five Basic Things Angelenos Have A 
Right to Expect from City Hall!

By Kenneth S. Alpern

As most residents probably already know, there’s no money, nor any plans for 
money, for either signage or regular street-sweeping any time soon! 
 Several prominent community leaders have raised the issue with City Hall, 

and apparently there has been, isn’t now, and won’t be any effort to have the City’s 
general budget go into regular street-sweeping any time soon!
 Which leads, of course, to the question anyone reading this should ask themselves: 
what streets in your neighborhood aren’t getting regularly swept and maintained? 
Probably a LOT more than you realize!
 And which also leads to five basic needs that reasonable taxpaying citizens want 
from the City Hall (and to which they are increasingly paying taxes, fees, assessments, 
etc.):

 1) Street-Sweeping! 
 Why on earth wouldn’t any reasonable city prioritize the upkeep of its major 
thoroughfares. Signage is THAT expensive to clear the streets for regular street-
sweeping? We don’t have the money to clear our major thoroughfares of debris?

 2) Potholes!
 The Bureau of Street Services merits commendation for their diligence and 
outreach. Their small asphalt repair blitzes are an example of what the City gets right. 
Either the repair gets done promptly, or gets placed into a large asphalt repair list, or 
gets assigned somewhere else. 
 But the tires getting popped, the transmissions getting messed up, and/or other 
damage to one’s car, are all inappropriate and unacceptable.

 3) Parking!
 Part of the problem about “fixing the roads” right now is that the Mayor and 
Planning on down have been promoting the meme that if something bad happens to 
you and/or your car while you’re driving, well...you kind of deserved it, because car-
drivers are evil. They’re messing up the environment, the economy, and the future 
of this planet.

 Which flies in the face of the fact that despite MOST Angelenos wanting more 
mass transit and mobility options, MOST Angelenos are also buying more cars than 
ever! Regardless of race, socioeconomic or immigrant status, the car-buying and 
usage is more than ever. 
 Apartment renters are desperate to find parking, and the fact that the general 
budget of Los Angelenos is SUPPOSED TO be arranging for parking structures and 
lots and holding developers’ feet to the fire to create parking, is all leading to one big 
crisis of confidence that just keeps getting worse.
 In short, City Hall is spending its money somewhere OTHER than what it’s 
supposed to be spending on with respect to public safety and infrastructure. And if it 
gets more money, then it keeps spending money somewhere ELSE.

 4) Safe Sidewalks!
 Other than repair of the sidewalks, and replacing ficus trees with more native, 
less destructive trees and replacing thrashed sidewalks with walkable alternatives, 
there’s also the issue of allowing pedestrians the mobility of these taxpayer-funded 
walkways.
 Telling the police to, in effect, “stand down” or lose their jobs with respect to 
homeless rules and public safety, has led to a “new normal” of public urination, 
defecation, and prostitution that isn’t just merely an issue of helping those who are 
going through hard times. 

 5) Evening meetings, and a rule of the majority!
 Any daytime, weekday meeting is meant to help only one group of individuals: 
the rich, connected and activists who are full-time and don’t work. Evening meetings 
for important City issues allows everyone access to City Hall processes and functions. 
Weekends are also OK for daytime meetings.
 Having developer-paid goons and those who are full-time (many paid) activists 
allowed an “inside track” while the rest of us have to give up work is blatantly unfair 
and undemocratic. Pretty obvious, right?
 So, fix it. If the Mayor wants to prove he’s not coin-operated, then he can change 
all this with virtually a snap of the fingers. Ditto with City Hall.

Environmental Presentation
 Dave Weeshoff of Heal the Bay will speak about 
ocean pollution, the impact of runoffs, and the effects 
on marine animals on Tuesday, September 11th, 
4:30 PM at Granada Hills Branch Library, 10640 
Petit Avenue.  This is an all-ages event and light 
refreshments will be served.  (818) 368-5687.

Chatsworth Train Memorial
 September 12th of this year will mark the 10th 
anniversary of the Metrolink crash which remains one 
of the greatest tragedies to occur within our community. 
Join Councilmember Mitchell Englander, Metrolink 
and the community on Wednesday, Sept. 12, 3:30 pm 
at Ride On Therapeutic Horsemanship as we honor 
and remember those afflicted. Ride On is located at 
10860 Topanga Canyon Blvd. in Chatsworth. Local 
businesses and organizations with bells are asked to 
join by scheduling them to ring at 4:22pm.  
RSVP: Councilmember.Englander@lacity.org

Workshop for Seniors
 Seniors, come celebrate National Hispanic 
Heritage Month by making your own book on 
Saturday, September 15th, 2:00 PM at Granada Hills 
Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue. (818) 368-5687.

Electric Car Show
 National Drive Electric Week is coming up and 
the Chatsworth Community will be celebrating with 
a special, free electric car show and family event on  
September 15, 10 am - 4 pm at Ralph’s Parking Lot, 
21431 Devonshire St. in Chatsworth. The event will 
also feature opportunities to test drive electric cars, 
kids activities, food, and local vendors.  

GH Library Book Sale
 Granada Hills Library, 10640 Petit Avenue, is holding 
a Huge Book Sale on Friday, September 21, 9:30am-5:00 
pm and on Saturday, September 22, 9:30am-4:00pm.

Free CPR Training Workshop
 The Granada Hills Community Church is hosting 
a free CPR training for our community on Saturday, 
September 22, 10 am - 12 pm. The church is located at 11263 
Balboa Blvd in Granada Hills. Training will be provided 
by the American Heart Association, with refreshments for 
all attendees. Please RSVP by Friday September 7 if you 
wish to attend. RSVP by September 7 to office@ghcc4u.
org or call (818) 363-3767.

Boys & Girls Club
 The 1st Annual Tee Off Fore Kids Golf Classic, 
benefitting the Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley, 
will be held on Monday, Sept. 24 at the Calabasas 
Country Club. Registration starts at 9:30 am. The 
event start time is 11:00 am, and the cocktail reception 
and dinner at 5:00 pm. For more information, log on 
to the tournament website or call Sara Lari at (818) 
610-1054. Her email is s.lari@wvbgc.org.

Bookmaking Workshop
 Library patrons of all ages are invited to make their 
own book inspired by the Mexican folk art of papel picado 
on Saturday, September 29th, 2:00 PM at Granada Hills 

Branch Library, 10640 Petit Avenue.  Artist-in-Residence 
Debra Disman will lead this 2-hour program which is made 
possible in part by a grant from the LA Department of 
Cultural Affairs. (818) 368-5687.

Foster or Foster-Adopt a Child
 Discover if you have the willingness, ability and resources 
to take on the challenge of helping a child in need.  A monthly 
information meeting is being held Saturday, September 
22 from 10:00 AM to Noon at Children’s Bureau, 27200 
Tourney Road, Suite 175 in Valencia.  To R.S.V.P. or for 
more information, please call 661.208.4212 or email us at 
RFrecruitment@all4kids.org.  

Free Movie Matinee
 On Thursday, September  27, at 1:30 PM in the 
Chatsworth Library Community Room there will be a free 
showing of A Quiet Place.  The movie is sponsored by the 
Friends of Chatsworth Library.  Light refreshments are 
available.  The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in 
Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Valley Village Run/Walk
  Valley Village will host the Fourth Annual Village Run/
Walk 5K/10K on Sunday, September 30. Check-in begins at 
7 am, and the race will start at 9 am, at Anthony C. Beilenson 
Park. The race route follows the Metro Orange line around 
Lake Balboa, through Balboa Park. For more information 
on registration and event details visit: www.valleyvillage.org/
villagerunwalk. The Village Run/Walk benefits Valley Village 
programs and clients, raising awareness and resources to 
continue serving adults with developmental disabilities. 

Free Caregiver Workshop
 The Savvy Express workshop is a free 2-hour class held 
3 weeks in a row for family caregivers. The program will 
help you to understand Alzheimer’s disease & dementia, 
learn how to respond to challenging behaviors, and connect 
you to resources in your community. Workshop will be held 
on October 3, 10, & 17 from 1 pm to 3 pm at the Alzheimer’s 
Los Angeles, San Fernando Valley office, 21515 Vanowen St. 
Suite 120 Canoga Park. To register, please call 844-435-7259.

Octoberfest
 The Kiwanis Club of Chatsworth is holding their 1st 
Annual Octoberfest on Saturday, October 6th from 12:00 PM-
6:00PM at the Chatsworth Junior Baseball League Field, 21350 
Mayall St. in Chatsworth. There will be music by DJ Frost & 
Live German Band, Beer Garden with Brats, games for all ages 
and more. Adults 21 over - only $10. Kids Zone all day play $10. 
For more information, visit www.chatsworthkiwanis.org. 

All You Can Eat Pasta Dinner
 Supporters of Law Enforcement In Devonshire 
(SOLID) will hold their annual All You Can Eat Pasta Dinner 
on Friday, October 12, from 5 pm - 8 pm at St. Nicholas 
Greek Church (Balboa & Plummer in Northridge). The 
event features a silent auction and all proceeds will be used 
to purchase “non-city supplied” equipment for local officers 
to better serve our community. Tickets are available online 
at www.soliddevonshire.org.

SFV Chorale
 New singers, with a love of music and a willingness 
to share their gift of singing, are welcome to join The 
San Fernando Valley Chorale. Immel, with Nancy 
Immel as accompanist, leads rehearsals beginning Tuesday, 
September 4. and continuing on Tuesday evenings from 
7:30 - 9:30 p.m. at the Chapel of the Cross Lutheran 
Church, 10000 Sepulveda Blvd. in Mission Hills. Visit the 
web:  www.sfvchorale.blogspot.com or www.facebook.com/
sfvchorale. Call 818-477-2025 or email larsnmars8@yahoo.
com for further details.

Chatsworth Book Club
  The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing The 
Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas J. Preston at 
the September 5th meeting.  The book club meets the 
first Wednesday of the month at 1:30 pm in the Library 
Community Room, 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays at 10:30 AM.  The video classes 
alternate between yoga, stretching, and strength training.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

Stop Senior Scams Workshop
 Stop Senior Scams Acting program uses theater written and 
performed by seniors to inform older adults and the community 
about fraud prevention. Los Angeles County Deputy District 
Attorney Elena Abramson will join the discussion as well for 
a brief presentation on September 8, 3:30 pm at Northridge 
Branch Public Library, 9051 Darby Avenue.  Light refreshments 
will be served. For more information call (818) 886-3640. For 
ADA accommodations, please call (213) 228-7430 at least 72 
hours prior to the event.

Cancer Society’s Bark For Life
 The American Cancer Society Bark for Life of 
Chatsworth will be on September 8, 7:30 am at Northridge 
Little League, 18755 Devonshire. This event honors 
the caregiving qualities of canine companions and is a 
noncompetitive walk event for dogs and their owners to raise 
funds and awareness in the fight against cancer. For more 
information call Jheri Heetland at (818) 389-5982 or email 
jheri.heetland@gmail.com.

Tiny Tots Storytime
  Come and listen to a library volunteer read wonderful 
stories to your children every Wednesday at 10:30 AM in the 
Chatsworth Library, 21052 Devonshire Street. For more 
information call (818) 341-4276.

SFV Male Chorus
 The San Fernando Valley Male chorus is seeking singers 
of all ages who enjoy four-part male harmony. Rehearsals 
begin on Sept. 10 and are on Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. No 
audition or ability to read music required. We put on two major 
programs annually, a holiday show in December and a spring 
show in May. Rehearsals and performances are at Shepherd 
of the Valley Lutheran Church, 23838 Kittridge St. in West 
Hills. Contact: Bob Banta (818) 888-8345 buckeyepb@socal.
rr.com or visit us at sfvmchorus.com.
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Where I Keep My 
Catholic Church

By Marc Dion

On a bookshelf in my home office, in the room where I 
am writing now, there is a set of rosary beads. They be-
longed to my father’s mother, and to other family mem-

bers before her. Family legend has it that, before my family 
came to Canada, they belonged to a Dion who was laid out 
for burial, with the rosary in his hands, back in France. One 
of his sons, desperate to remember him, stole the rosary from 
between his father’s dead hands.
 The rosary made it to Canada on a sailing ship, and down 
to Massachusetts on a train. My father carried that rosary to 
Maryland, to Missouri, and left it to me when he died, after he 
retired to Massachusetts, dying maybe two miles from where 
his mother died.
 The beads on the rosary are as big around as a dime, 
carved out of wood. An antique dealer I used to know said 
they might have been carved from Jerusalem olive wood. 
There is a brass crucifix attached and, in the old-fashioned 
way, there is a skull and crossbones above the head of Christ. 
My French-Canadian grandmother said she clutched it in the 
pain of childbirth. Maybe that’s why it’s clumsily mended in 
one spot with a bit of brass wire.
 When I was a little kid, we would come to visit that 
grandmother, and we would stay with her in the small 
tenement apartment where she lived for the last 30 years of 
her life. We’d stay for a weekend. My parents would sleep in 
her bed, and my grandmother and I would sleep on a pullout 
sofa in the living room. She had 13 pregnancies in her life, 
and seven of the children lived, but she was a small woman, 
under five feet tall and less than 100 pounds. I was 7 or 8, and 
there was plenty of room for us on the pullout sofa. She always 
smelled like peppermints and chewing tobacco and strong tea, 
because she used all three from when she woke up until she 
fell asleep.
 And at night, after my parents went to bed, she and I 
would settle in on the lumpy old pullout bed, and she would 
say the rosary. She never said the words out loud, but her lips 
moved, silently mouthing the French prayers she knew by 
heart. Whatever words she knew she knew by heart, because 
she couldn’t read or write.

   *  *  *

 I’d hear the beads clicking in the dark after she turned 
out the light, a drowsy little sound that lived far below my 
father’s snoring from the next room, a sound drowned out by 
the noisy plumbing you could hear through the whole house 
when the people on the second and third floors used their 
toilets.
 The sound of the toilet would end in one last “whoosh,” 
and there would be the sound of a Massachusetts mill town 
wind, or the sound of a car going by in the street, or the 
shouted slur of a drunken argument on the corner as the 
tavern a block away closed for the night.
But the “click, click, click” of the beads was there, and it could 
be heard again as the noise in the building or in the street 
ended.
 I put myself to sleep listening to those drowsy clicks. I still 
do sometimes, and I can still smell the big pink peppermints, 
and the strong tea, and the snuff she packed under her lower 
lip during the day. And I can hear car doors slamming just 
after 11 p.m., when the men on the second shift at the carpet 
mill came home.
 That’s where my Catholic church lives. Despite 
everything, it lives.
 -  Creators Syndicate 

Plummer Park Apartments 
17051 Plummer St, Northridge, CA 91325

Waiting List Opening

Plummer Park Apartments Housing (senior and disabled apartment 
complex) with one and two-bedroom apartments. Applications will 
be accepted beginning September 10, 2018 until 5pm September 21, 
2018. Rent is based on annual adjusted income. Income limits apply. 
Application packets will be available at Plummer Park Apartments 
17051 Plummer St Northridge, CA 91325 Monday thru Friday 
9AM-5PM. Please provide a copy of your ID, Social Security Card, 
and 2018 Social Security Benefit Letter with your application. 

St Nicolas Housing Development
10220 Aqueduct Ave North Hills CA 91343

Waiting List Opening 

St Nicholas Housing Development Community (senior and disabled 
apartment complex) with one and two-bedroom apartments. Applications 
will be accepted beginning September 10, 2018 until 5pm September 
21, 2018. Rent is based on annual adjusted income. Income limits apply. 
Application packets will be available at St. Nicolas Housing Development 
@ 10220 Aqueduct Ave North Hills, CA 91343 Monday thru Friday 9AM-
5PM. Please provide a copy of your ID, Social Security Card, and 2018 
Social Security Benefit Letter with your application. 

Time to Get Serious About the Mid-Terms
By Beth Cone Kramer

W ith the November 6 midterm elections right around the corner, it’s time to put down the beach reads to take a look at 
some important races. 
 Because California has a jungle primary system where top two vote-getters move on to the general election, the 

U.S. senate race is between two Democrats, longtime incumbent Dianne Feinstein and Kevin DeLeon. The Governor’s race 
positions Lieutenant Gov. Gavin Newsom against John Cox, a GOP businessman who came in second in the primary. The 
House races in California are especially heated. The Democrats hope to capture at least 10 of 14 GOP-held seats in November. 
 Let’s take a look at some of the upcoming races. 
 Feinstein and DeLeon 
 If expected frontrunner Feinstein keeps her Senate seat for a fifth term, the 85-year old Senior member of the Senate 
will surpass Hiram Johnson as the longest serving Senator in California history. Although the progressive DeLeon has been 
endorsed by the California Democratic Party, Feinstein has received endorsements from Barack Obama, Sen. Kamala 
Harris, Gavin Newsom, LA Mayor Eric Garcetti, and U.S. Reps. Ted Lieu and Adam Schiff. 
 The former leader of the State Senate, DeLeon captured 65% of the 333 delegates at the State Democratic Party 
executive meeting. The candidate, who received 11 percent of the primary votes in June, has been a critic of President 
Donald Trump and supports policies such as single payer healthcare and abolishing the Immigration Customs Enforcement 
Agency (ICE). 
 Feinstein, who captured 44% of the primary vote, has typically taken a more centrist stance but seems to have moved 
the needle to the left on certain issues. The longtime supporter of capital punishment has announced she now opposes 
the death penalty. Similarly, she reversed her views on the legalization of marijuana, supporting the federal legislation 
that would stop the federal government from interfering in the laws of states like California that have passed legislation 
legalizing cannabis. 
 The Senator has been integral in progressive legislation during her career in the Senate, beginning with her role in 
negotiating a 10-year assault weapon ban during her first term. She has received 100% ratings from both the Human Rights 
Council and Planned Parenthood Action Fund. Feinstein is a Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 
which will be important during the Cavanaugh hearings. 
 Newsom and Cox 
 The Gubernatorial race pits Lieutenant Gov. and Democrat Gavin Newsom against businessman John Cox, who has 
been endorsed by Donald Trump. Newsom is favored in this race, as no Republican has captured a statewide seat since 2006 
and registered Republicans trail behind “No Party Preference” voters. The Trump endorsement is expected to hurt Cox 
come November. 
 Newsom has supported gas tax and vehicle fee increases to raise money for transportation infrastructure improvements, 
which has not been popular with voters. Cox has chaired a gas tax repeal campaign that will appear on the November ballot.
      
 ***
 We’ll continue to follow the midterm elections. In my next column, we’ll take a look at some of the heated House races 
in the state, where controversial incumbents Devin Nunes and Dana Rohrbacher will be on the ballot to maintain their seats.
 Remember to register to vote at https://registertovote.ca.gov/.  

 (Beth Cone Kramer is a professional writer living in the Los Angeles area. She covers major issues for CityWatch.)
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714-549-3200
facebook.com/AshleyHSFountainValley 

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083
facebook.com/AshleyHSHawthorne 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829
facebook.com/AshleyHSLagunaHills

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long 
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050
facebook.com/AshleyHSLongBeach

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015     
213-745-2980
facebook.com/AshleyHSLosAngeles     

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420
facebook.com/AshleyHSMontclair

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988
facebook.com/AshleyHSMurrieta        

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
facebook.com/AshleyHSNorthridge

OXNARD
Located in the 
Market Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
facebook.com/AshleyHSOxnard

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmdale

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmDesert

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanDiego

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanMarcos

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaAna 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaClarita 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
facebook.com/AshleyHSVictorville 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
facebook.com/AshleyHSWestCovina

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
facebook.com/AshleyHSYorbaLinda

Get it
Today!

No Credit 
Needed!

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

Follow us at 
@AshelyHomeStoreWest

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

 LABOR
DAY Get it Today! 

No Credit 
Needed!

This Sale 
Won't Last 
Long... BEST PRICES

6YEARS15% 
off

‡‡
no interest* 
no down payment
no minimum purchase 

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 9/4/2018 to 9/10/2018. Equal 
monthly payments required for 72 months. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, 
however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card 
from 9/4/2018 to 9/10/2018. Equal monthly payments 
required for 36 months. Ashley Furniture does not 
require a down payment, however, sales tax and 
delivery charges are due at time of purchase. 
*See below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card 
from 9/4/2018 to 9/10/2018. Equal monthly payments 
required for 24 months. Ashley Furniture does not 
require a down payment, however, sales tax and 
delivery charges are due at time of purchase. 
*See below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit 
card made 9/4/2018 to 9/10/2018. Interest will be 
charged to your account from the purchase date if 
the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 
12 months. Minimum monthly payments required. 
††See below for details.

 3  YEARS  2  YEARS  1  YEAR 
no interest* 

no down payment 
no minimum purchase

no interest* 
no down payment 

no minimum purchase

no interest if paid in full in 12 months†† 
no down payment 

no minimum purchase

20% 
off

‡‡ 25% 
off

‡‡ 30% 
off

‡‡

plus

plus plus plus

or or or

WEST LOS ANGELES - NOW OPEN 8985 Venice Blvd., Suite A-3
Los Angeles, CA 90034

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, 
Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress and box springs are subject to a $10.50 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times 
has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the 
right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. ±Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and 
skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2018 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: September 4, 2018. Expires: September 10, 2018.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo 
purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the 
minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card 
agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in 
the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance 
is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged 
on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 12 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum 
monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing 
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.

#1 IN 
CALIFORNIA, 

#1 IN AMERICA, 
53 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE 
YOU!

H
urry In! Sale Ends 

Labor D
ay, M

onday 

Septem
ber 3rd 

at 9pm
!


