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Economics 101:
Getting In, 

and Paying for 
College

By James Alfaro, Valley Voice Report

Going to a university today means that students are 
required to have a college education and degree in order 
to get a hard-working job at the cost of having massive 

student loans that can take years to pay off depending on the 
university or college that students attended and graduated 
from. While there a variety of colleges to choose from for 
future students to attend, there’s also the cost of on campus 
housing and the costs of textbooks on top of student loans.
 Leanna Kontos, a junior at California Lutheran 
University in Thousand Oaks, said the university she attends 
is a private school and is more on the expensive side. Kontos 
said she wishes college was more affordable so it can alleviate 
the student debt she and her family owes.
 “If more scholarships were offered that didn’t require 
students to fulfill specific requirements all the time, I think 
that will certainly be helpful. There would definitely be less 
student loans taken out and less debt if colleges could lower 
their tuition, however it seems unrealistic since the cost of 
tuition goes up every year,” Kontos said.
 Kontos said if schools were more affordable, students 
wouldn’t have to deal with their financial burden in the 
future and have a lot of opportunities provided to them if that 
were the case. Kontos said she thinks a lot of universities are 
expensive because they want to provide the best resources 
possible for their students. Private schools, in specific, want to 
make their schools as appealing as possible.
 “In regard to out of state tuition, I think it depends on 
the school. For example, I don’t think a school like UCLA 
would need to change their out of state tuition because they’re 
already overpopulated and have a large applicant pool. I also 
think private universities should lower their tuition because it 
would make them more appealing to attend,” Kontos said.
 Katie Barry, is a senior also attends California Lutheran 
University, said she wishes her school was more affordable 
due to its status as a private university. Barry said she would 
try to make the university she goes to affordable by getting 
financial aid support from the university itself.
 “Education should be made affordable for all because 
students should not be burdened with debt after graduation. 
Many universities are expensive due to their high budgets and 
the cost of quality professors,” Barry said.
 Barry said she wouldn’t change out-of-state tuition for 

From the Left

The Ultimate Accomplice
By Susan Estrich

He could never have done it alone.
 I’m not talking about his suicide. That he did 
himself.

 I’m talking about his crimes.
 Imagine if Jeffrey Epstein had had to find his prey 
himself. Imagine a sleazy middle-aged guy hanging around 
in front of a high school trying to pick up teenage girls.
 People would notice. Teachers would see. The police 
might be called. The man would be told to leave.
 A beautifully dressed, stylish socialite with a fancy 
British accident?
 No one was afraid to talk to her. No teachers asked, 
“What is she doing here?” How could the lovely Ms. 
Ghislaine Maxwell be seen as a threat to anyone?
 Under the law, an accomplice need not be an 
indispensable part of the plan. It’s enough if he or she assists 
in any way and has the purpose of helping the principal.
 But in this case, it is clear that Maxwell was not simply 
helpful. She was essential.

 Accomplices are liable as principals for the crimes that 
are committed with their help. But oftentimes, when their role 
is a small one, deals are made to secure testimony against the 
principal in return for more favorable treatment.
 Maxwell has no chits to trade. By killing himself, Epstein 
took away any leverage she might have had with prosecutors.
 What kind of woman uses all her charms to entice teenage 
girls to have sexual relations with a middle-aged pervert?
 When men do it, we call them pimps.
 Maxwell has to be liable for what happened to each of the 
girls.
 She has not been seen in public in years.
 Epstein was a coward, beginning to end. He enlisted 
others to do his dirty work. When it came time to take 
responsibility, to face the music, to explain, to apologize, to 
compensate, the coward checked out, leaving Maxwell and 
the staff to take the hit. If that isn’t the definition of a coward, 
I don’t know what is.
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Gun Management is Important, 
but So is Management of Rage,
White Supremacy, Hate Crimes, 

and Domestic Violence
By Beth Cone Kramer

Murder Math:
 251 mass shootings in 219 days. 
 33,028 total shooting incidents as of Sunday, August 4

 8,734 deaths
 17,308 injuries
 5 high profile mass shootings in just 8 days, leaving 35 dead, 81 injured
 382 mass shootings in 2016
 346 mass shootings in 2017
 340 mass shootings in 2018 
 From 2016-2018, the average number of mass shootings was 356. That’s just shy of one shooting per day. 2019 is on track 
to equal or surpass 2016.  
 According to Vox, since the horrific 2012 tragedy of Sandy Hook, there have been over 2,000 mass shootings in the United 
States. Since 2013, there has been only one week without a mass shooting, the week of January 5, 2014.  
 In the twenty years since Columbine, over 187,000 students in 193 U.S. schools  have experienced a school shooting, 
according to a Washington Post report published in March 2018. Since 1999, an average of 10 school shootings have occurred 
each year, causing 375 deaths of injuries. This statistic reported by the Washington Post only includes on-campus shootings 
during school hours -- not suicides or accidental gunfire without injuries. 
 For students as young as kindergarten, active shooter drills are as commonplace as fire or earthquake drills.  
 Office Depot, Amazon, and a host of “security” websites sell bulletproof backpacks, marketed for “back to school.” 
 Gun violence in the United States is in epidemic proportions. 
 THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
 Each incidence of gun violence in America draws a canned response from politicians who serve up “thoughts and 
prayers.”. There’s always a mention of “mental health,” along with video games, breakdown of the family, a lack of religion. 
 Prayers are useless currency when an AK-47 is easy to buy as tobacco or a six-pack of beer in many states.  
 THE U.S: MOST GUNS PER CAPITA  
 In the United States, there are 101 guns for every 100 people. That’s a higher statistic than Americans who own their own 
homes or have a pet dog. The U.S. joins only two other countries with constitutional protections for gun ownership, the other 
two countries, Mexico and Guatemala, have specific restrictions in their constitutions. 
 The United States has the most lax gun laws of any industrialized country and when it comes to gun violence, no other 
industrialized country comes even close.  
 BEYOND MASS SHOOTINGS 
 According to the Centers for Disease Control, 39,773 fatalities occurred because of gun-related injuries in 2017. That 
number was the highest in 50 years and the third consecutive year of increased gun deaths. Adjusted for population, that’s 
12-gun deaths for every 100,000 people. 60% of those deaths were suicides, with 74% of victims white males. The gun suicide 
rate in the U.S. is ten times that of other high-income countries.  
 Homicides account for a third of gun deaths, 25 times that of other high-income countries. Access to a gun doubles the 
risk of death by homicide. Women are 21 times more likely to die from homicide by gun than women in other high-income 
countries. In fact, in an average month, 52 American women die after being shot by an intimate partner. Close to 1 million 
women have survived shootings by an intimate partner and 4.5 million women have been threatened with a gun by a husband 
or boyfriend.  
 Children aren’t safe from firearm deaths. In fact, firearms are the second leading cause of death for American children 
and teens. Almost 1,700 children and teens die each year from gun homicide, most often in the home and connected to domestic 
or family violence.  
 THE COMMON DENOMINATOR 
 No other country comes close to homicides or suicides by gun -- and no other industrialized country comes close to gun 
ownership.  
 Mass shootings, homicides, domestic violence, and suicide are impacted by numerous factors. However, adding a gun into 
the equation exponentially increases the risk of death.  
 THROWING A MATCH INTO THE FIRE
 The United States has far more mass shootings and deaths by gun than any other industrialized country. Experts have 
long speculated why. People across the world experience mental health issues -- without similar statistics. The NRA gun lobby 
has been successful at keeping federal gun control legislation at bay. 
 States including California and New York have passed significant gun legislation but 22 states fail the grade. According 
to the Gifford’s Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, states with stricter gun laws have fewer gun deaths, year after year. 
California is ranked #1 of 50 for strongest gun laws and #44 for gun deaths with 7,8 deaths per 100,000 people. In 2018, 
California increased the minimum age for gun purchase and manufacturing, and strengthened domestic violence laws.
 
 (Beth Cone Kramer is a professional writer living in the Los Angeles area. She covers major issues for CityWatch.)  
   -  CityWatchLA

My Confession 
About Guns

By Wayne Allyn Root

Get ready for my confession.
 I’m white, male and Republican. I dislike government. I 
believe in the Constitution. I demand a wall to secure our 

border.
 But I’m just getting started. I’ve watched violent TV shows 
and movies my whole life. I don’t watch unless it features cops 
versus bad guys, the military or the mafia.
 And I’ve owned guns for self-defense my entire adult life. I 
have a concealed weapon permit. I’m packing right now. I love 
to go shooting ... with my kids. I took my daughter shooting to 
celebrate her graduation from Harvard. We shot machine guns.
 Yet, somehow, despite this resume, I’ve never shot anyone. 
I’ve never killed anyone. I’ve never committed a crime. Hard to 
believe, huh?
 Based on the hysterical propaganda coming from the media 
and Democrat presidential candidates last month, all white male 
Republicans are killers and President Donald Trump is to blame 
— along with 63 million Trump voters — and banning guns is 
the only answer.
 But they forgot to mention a few things.
 The 2018 Annual Report and Sourcebook of Federal 
Sentencing Statistics reports noncitizens (primarily illegal aliens) 
make up 7% of America’s population but commit 42% of 
federal crimes. Isn’t it strange how all these criminals killing 
or committing other crimes against American citizens don’t 
bother the Democratic Party or the liberal media? No headlines. 
No hysteria. No calls for action.
 If Trump is responsible for every white mass shooter, why 
aren’t Democrats responsible for the vast majority of the violent 
crime committed by criminals they protect from deportation in 
their “sanctuary cities”?
 In the days leading up to the terrible mass shootings in El 
Paso and Dayton, there were 60 shootings in Chicago. It was so 
bad Mt. Sinai Hospital had to stop accepting patients on a Sunday 
because it hit maximum capacity in the trauma center. Sixty shot? 
How did that escape the media’s glare?
 A year ago, on the same weekend in Chicago, 74 people were 
shot, 12 of them killed — yet, no blame for Democrats.
 Chicago already has the nation’s strictest gun control laws. 
They are a failure.
 Or look south of our border. Wikipedia reports: “Mexico has 
extremely restrictive laws regarding gun possession. There is only 
one gun store in the entire country.” Yet 889 people were killed in 
the first seven months of this year in Juarez, El Paso’s sister city.
 In 2017, there were 25,339 murders in Mexico. And Mexico 
just set a new all-time record with 17,608 murders in the first half 
of this year.
 So, I guess the problem isn’t one race. Or Republicans. Or 
Trump.
 Did I mention the shooter in Dayton was a registered 
Democrat and supporter of Elizabeth Warren? Is Trump to 
blame? It’s funny that the media didn’t mention that.
 The problem isn’t even mass shootings. They’re horrific, but 
they make up a tiny percentage of murders.
 And the answer sure isn’t strict gun control. It doesn’t work. 
Criminals don’t care, but defenseless citizens are slaughtered.
 So please, let’s not jump to conclusions and make bad 
decisions based on one very tragic weekend.
 (Wayne Allyn Root is a CEO, entrepreneur, best-selling 
author, nationally syndicated talk show host on USA Radio 
Network.)  -  Creators Syndicate 

Places I Go Not
to Get Shot

By Marc Dion

I’ve got a little list.
 It’s a list of the places I go most often.
 I live in a small town in southeastern Massachusetts. I go to 

the same places all the time, and because I’m not what anyone 
ever called “sophisticated,” they’re mostly small, unfashionable 
places.
 Work, which is a small radio station. Five different diners 
because I like breakfast out. Two bars. One corner store. A cigar 
store. A Chinese takeout place. A pharmacy.
 Pretty damn safe, no? Who’s gonna shoot up a corner store 
that sells Popsicles, lottery tickets, ethnic groceries and a brand of 
incense called “Midnight Love”?
 These people with their fancy concerts, bar districts and 
Walmarts; they’re begging to get shot. Not me. I’m in those joints 
where the owner is behind the counter, there’s no parking lot and 
people buy off-brand beer in 20-ounce cans. I may get shot in a 
robbery, but a mass shooting is a long-odds bet.
 This is good. This is smart. I creep through life like a snail 
on a leaf, eating, drinking and shopping cheaply, and it’s finally 
starting to pay.
 Trouble is, my wife goes to Walmart, and Target. She goes 
with my mother-in-law, and they buy paper towels and $7 blouses 
and ice cream for me. I’ve been encouraging her to buy more 
from Amazon.
 So, on Saturdays, after I eat breakfast in a 10-stool diner, I go 
home and sit on the couch, wondering how my wife and mother-
in-law are doing.
 If only my wife would settle for a little less wildness in her life.
 Hell, she even goes to those big home goods stores.
 And she could buy a gun, though she’s never shot one in her 



How Left Will They Go?
By R. Emmett Tyrrell

After a week of watching the Democrats in debate, I ask myself, “How far to the left are the Democratic presidential 
candidates going to take their party?” I have been told on solid authority that they are going to insist at the next debate that 
participants address one another as Mr. Comrade and Ms. Comrade. That was the way it was done in the glory days of 

the old Soviet Union, and that is the direction these Democrats are headed. Some of us old Cold Warriors have our doubts that 
the candidates would object if we were to call them communists. The Democrats used to become very indignant when we called 
them communists. Now they must think it is a compliment.
 Furthermore, it has been suggested by some party strategists, I am told, that they want to arrest President Donald Trump. 
The arrest could be called a citizen’s arrest, or perhaps a people’s arrest. Some have suggested that Melania Trump be arrested 
for breach of our immigration laws and sent back to Slovenia. Moreover, I am told that Donald Trump’s son young Baron 
Trump should be put up for adoption to protect him from his father’s “toxic masculinity.” I am not sure this is accurate, but I 
thought I would pass it on to you. The whole Trump family, not just the president, unhinges these Democrats.
 I am not sure that the Democratic candidates will become this extreme, but last month was extreme enough. I heard talk 
from the candidates of free college education, free health care for all, drastic reordering of our energy policies, elimination of 
immigration laws and slavery reparations — yes, slavery reparations!
 Admittedly, some of the candidates sounded like they were running for the presidency of the United States, namely, John 
Delaney, Tim Ryan and John Hickenlooper. But none of them has a snowball’s chance in hell of getting the nomination. There 
were taunts from the audience that the three relatively sane candidates were closet Republicans. I have been saying it for 
months. This Democratic Party’s leadership is so far to the left that it sounds like it could be running for the presidency of Cuba, 
though free elections are not held in Cuba. They will not be holding them here either, if the Democratic leaders have their way.
 There was a day when the Democratic candidates for president bragged of their leadership abilities. I do not believe I heard 
one of the candidates speak of their ability to lead, and that is probably because they were all so intent on following. In the past, 
Democrats prided themselves on their leadership capacities. 
 Were a Democratic candidate to talk up his leadership qualities today, he would be disparaged for his “toxic masculinity.” 
Yet precisely what is missing from this herd of conformists is leadership, along with common sense. Possibly Messrs. Delaney, 
Ryan and Hickenlooper have 
leadership, and possibly they 
have common sense. Yet we shall 
never know. As I have said, none 
of them has a snowball’s chance 
in the aforementioned hot place.
 There is a reason for the 
puniness of this enormous field of 
candidates. They are all phonies. 
Utter phonies have been running 
for office in the Democratic Party 
with increasing frequency for 
years. The present frontrunner 
was revealed years ago as a law 
school cheat and a man who 
plagiarized a maudlin speech from 
Neil Kinnock, Great Britain’s 
left-wing candidate for prime 
minister. Another candidate has 
made her way up the ladder in 
university life claiming to be an 
American Indian and profiting 
from it. Donald Trump calls 
her Pocahontas. Then there is 
the leading socialist in the race. 
Bernie Sanders has acquired 
three homes. And what is it about 
the Irish kid from Texas whose 
real name is Robert Francis 
O’Rourke but who chooses to 
go by the exotic and inscrutable 
name Beto? 
 Last month, the Democratic 
candidates set out to beat Donald 
Trump, but truth be known, 
they spent all their time beating 
one another. I wonder if there is 
a woman living in Chappaqua, 
New York, who thinks she can 
once again be the Democrats’ 
Inevitable One.
 
 (R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr. is 
founder and editor in chief of 
The American Spectator. He is 
a senior fellow at the London 
Center for Policy Research.)-  
Creators Syndicate 
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Wins by 1300 Votes

Lee is 3rd Asian 
American,

2nd Korean L.A. 
Councilman

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

After defeating candidate Loraine Lundquist in the general 
special election on August 13, John Lee began his duties in 
his new role as District 12 member-elect of the Los Angeles 

City Council, representing northwestern San Fernando Valley. 
 Lee is the third Asian American and second Korean 
American to ever be elected to the Los Angeles City Council, 
according to the Los Angeles Times. 
 Granada Hills Charter High School senior Eliot Lee said 
he feels hopeful for the future after witnessing Lee’s success.
 “Seeing a Korean American make it in politics is quite 
uplifting,” Lee said. “Our generation has and continues to be 
frequently misunderstood for being the ‘model minority,’ so 
having someone like John Lee represent our community and 
values provides comfort in the idea that our voices will be heard.”
 Though the race was nonpartisan, District 12, which 
includes Chatsworth, Northridge, Porter Ranch, Granada 
Hills, and West Hills, has traditionally leaned Republican. Lee 
is a Republican, while Lundquist, a longtime “social justice” 
activist, is a Democrat, according to CBS Los Angeles.
 Elizabeth Park, a student at Cleveland High School, 
located in Reseda, said she is glad that the Korean American 
population is being represented in the city council. 
 “We need a lot more representation for our Korean 
American community,” Park said. “Growing up as a Korean 
American, there were a lot of conflicts with my limits and what 
I should be doing, but it’s great that he got elected because we 
need more representation.” 
 According to the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/
County Clerk, Lee received 16,724 votes compared to15,395 
for Lundquist, winning by over 1,300 votes. 
 However, Lee only has seven months in office before 
running again in March as the incumbent; his current term ends 
in December of 2020, according to Los Angeles Daily News.
 “I think his election teaches many people that if you want 
change, you have the right and the ability to run and make the 
change you want to see yourself without any regard to your 
race,” Porter Ranch resident and Harvard-Westlake School 
senior Brendan Kang said. 
 Despite his temporary stay in office, however, Cleveland 
High School senior Chaerin Sung said Lee’s election is an 
inspiring step toward Asian American leadership in politics. 
 “Since we were young, we were taught to sit still, be quiet, 
and mind our own business,” Sung said. “Thus, many Asians 
aren’t seen in politics. But John Lee, an Asian-American, was 
elected, and it makes me proud that we have someone who 
can be the voice for the voiceless.”
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students because she believes that local students who live in the 
area and in California should have priority. Barry said she also 
thinks private universities should lower the cost of their student 
tuition if they have high endowments and that international 
students should pay more for their tuition fees.
 “Also, universities need to bring down the cost of books and 
supplies, students should not have to pay for all of these,” Barry 
said.
 Karina Acosta, is a UC Irvine Alumni, said her school cost 
about $35,000 for in state students and double the amount for 
out of state students. Acosta said certain classes at her university 
consider it affordable, whole others suggest it is expensive.
 “I was fortunate enough to get a full ride due to my academics 
in high school. I do wish my school was more affordable, there 
are so many students that would like to achieve higher education 
but cannot because they cannot afford it, parents cannot afford 
it, and/or do not have access to government aid (financial aid/
grants/scholarships),” Acosta said.
 Acosta said it would be nice to say that the government 
should be responsible to pay for all college education so that it 
is free for the students, but we do not live in a country that does 
that like some European countries do. Acosta said a thought 
would be to increase taxes on all citizens allowing it to go into an 
educational fund for colleges in America so that everyone pay a 
little bit to help schools be more affordable.
 “If you think about it, back in the 1970s it was very easy 
for Americans to go to college, pay a small fraction of today’s 
costs for their degree at a good University and be able to pay it 
off with summer jobs or within a couple of years. Nowadays it’s 
common to hear everyone have student debt and it just becomes 
part of the norm to be paying hundreds of dollars a month that 
could in theory be going into the students savings for when they 
retire. Our generation has no cushion and no opportunity for a 
more sustainable future because we cannot afford to save money 
towards our future,” Acosta said.
 Acosta said in the end, students get what they pay for: a 
better education. Acosta said comparing a degree from Los 
Angeles Community College won’t impress an employer as a 
degree from Harvard would even though what matters most is a 
person’s experience and character. Acosta said even though she 
remains cynical about the country’s improvement on affordable 
college, she believes experience is extremely valuable and 
outweighs the name of the school a person graduated from.

Economics 101:
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T o truly understand the value of one soul helps us push past our fear of sharing our faith 
with others.  If we could begin to see every person we come across as an invaluable 
soul with an eternal destiny, it would change everything. Billy Graham once wrote,

 “The soul longs for God. Down deep inside every person’s heart is a cry for something, 
but he doesn’t quite know what it is. Man is a worshiping creature. He instinctively knows that 
there is something out there somewhere, and he longs to know that something or 
someone. Your soul longs for vital contact with God. Your soul is valuable because it 
is eternal—it is forever.”

 The lost are of inestimable worth to God. This becomes astonishingly clear as 
we read through Luke 15, where Jesus shared the parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost 
Coin, and the Lost Son. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law disdained the fact 
that Jesus welcomed tax collectors and sinners. Knowing this, Jesus told three stories 
to help them understand God’s heart for people whom the Pharisees didn’t think were 
worthy. In each story, Jesus told of the great lengths to which each person went in 
order to find that which was lost. 

Sheep – Surely Jesus’ audience could relate to the value of sheep. Domestic sheep 
were of great importance in biblical times. “Herds of sheep formed the greater part of the wealth 
of the Patriarchs. The chief animal of sacrifice, and valued for both milk and wool. Sheepskins 
were made into rough coats. The horns were used as vessels for carrying liquids, particularly 
oil.”1 

 So Jesus asked the Pharisees and teachers of the law to ponder owning a hundred 
sheep and asked what a shepherd would do if one sheep went missing. “Doesn’t he leave the 
ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds 
it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’”

Coins – Then He asked them to consider a woman who owned ten silver coins and lost one. 
Jesus probably was referring to silver coins called “drachma.” They were worth the equivalent 
of a denarius, about a day’s wages for the common laborer. That was a lot of money back then! 
Jesus asked, “Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 

The Value of 
One Soul

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills
And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; 
I have found my lost coin.’”

After these first two parables, Jesus revealed something powerful: “In the same way, I 
tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
Why would all of heaven be exuberantly happy over a repentant sinner? Because lost souls 
matter to God!

A Prodigal Son – To drive home this point, Jesus told them a third parable of a 
prodigal son who asked his father for his inheritance early. You remember the story, 
right? The young man left home and squandered his wealth on foolish pleasures. 
Humiliated and starving, he was literally living in a pigsty—and the pigs were eating 
better than he was! So he came to his senses and decided to return home and beg 
his father for forgiveness. He intended to ask his father if he could become one of his 
father’s hired servants. 

 But the Bible says the dad was filled with compassion, ran to his son—which 
in that time and culture would have been an act of major humility—and hugged and 
kissed him.

 The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.”

 But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s 
have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

 Rejoice. Rejoice. Celebrate. Over and over again in these parables we see the great 
mercy of our God toward sinners—and His unbridled joy when they repent. The lost are so 
very valuable to Jesus, and they should be to us as believers in Christ as well. 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of “Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your 
Faith” (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, 
which has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can connect with Dudley at www.
LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Economy Not So Rosy for the Middle Class
By Froma Harrop

We keep hearing about this wonderful economy of ours. Jobs plentiful. Inflation low. 
Interest rates low. Where’s the problem?
 Problem is, the uptick in pay has been modest while the prices for things the middle 

class thinks it’s due are beyond reach — or rather, impossible to obtain without borrowing. 
Thus, middle-class families are racking up big debt to keep up middle-class appearances.
 Prudent people (and countries) reduce debt at times of prosperity. This country and its 
people are not. Such scenarios rarely end well.
 Consumer borrowing has hit a record $4 trillion after inflation, not counting mortgage 
debt, according to an analysis in The Wall Street Journal. Credit card debt is headed skyward, 
as people borrow for vacations, restaurant dining and other items they can’t pay for outright.
 Auto debt has climbed nearly 40 percent after inflation in the past 10 years. Unlike homes, 
vehicles are rapidly depreciating assets.
 Over three decades, average house prices have jumped 290 percent. Not bad if you’ve 
long owned a home. Really tough if you’re a first-time buyer. More Americans in the middle 
are putting off homebuying, while many making the plunge have taken on heavy mortgages.
 If they have an adjustable-rate mortgage and interest rates go up, so will their monthly 
mortgage payments. The average size of a new adjustable-rate mortgage is over two times that 
of a new fixed-rate mortgage, the Mortgage Bankers Association reports. This suggests that 
homebuyers are choosing adjustable-rate mortgages with their artificially low introductory 
rates so they can borrow more — a seemingly strange thing to do when rates on fixed-rate 
mortgages are still low.
 Homeowners are increasingly tapping their equity for cash to buy stuff, according to 
the government-sponsored mortgage corporation Freddie Mac. They often do this through 
mortgage refinancing. Even when interest rates were rising last fall, more Americans were 

taking cash out of their homes and assuming a mortgage with a higher principal balance.
 The average tuition at public four-year colleges has soared 549 percent over three 
decades. (That in itself is a scandal.) This has contributed to a frightening level of student 
debt, now a crisis at $1.5 trillion.
 Then there are wheels. Experian reports that the average loan for new cars is now 
$32,187. How can that be when a brand-new Honda Accord can be bought for under $24,000 
and a larger Chevy Impala for under $29,000?
 Turns out trucks were the “big story” driving new-vehicle prices higher, according to a 
Kelley Blue Book analyst. Many Americans feel they must have an SUV or a truck. A sedan 
just won’t do.
 As for stock investments, in these days of trade warfare and exploding federal deficits, 
who knows? Americans who depend on the farm economy, meanwhile, are in our prayers.
 Thus, you have couples with two big car loans, hefty student debt, a sizable mortgage 
and growing unpaid balances on their credit cards. Some are able to handle it, but just barely. 
They assume no one loses a job or gets really sick without adequate health coverage.
 What’s driving much of this consumer behavior is that people who thought themselves 
middle-class have not recognized the new economic reality. The median household income in 
2017 was $61,372.
 Good economic times don’t last forever. Jobs can disappear. Note that the Federal 
Reserve Bank just lowered interest rates out of concern that the economy is slowing. When 
things go in the other direction, many Americans will learn yet another lesson in the economic 
risk of piling on debt. Expect more anger and more pain.

-  Creators Syndicate
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LA Times is Shocked 
– SHOCKED – People 
Aren’t Subscribing

By Daniel Guss

The last two members of my family to read the print edition of the LA Times, the largest 
newspaper west of wherever, were born when Calvin Coolidge was POTUS 30 and FDR 
was POTUS 32.

 Within five years, I say that only the Times’ Sunday edition will be in print, and that it 
will stop printing that within another five years. It’s headed to all-digital in due time. 
 But last month, the Times’ dirty little secret was exposed: it has failed miserably to get 
– and keep – digital subscribers, while the New York Times has 2.7 million, the Washington 
Post has 1.7 million and the Wall Street Journal has 1.5 million digital subscribers. 
 By comparison, the LA Times has a paltry 170,000 digital subscribers, reflecting a net 
gain of just 13,000 in the first half of 2019 after cancelations are cranked in, known in the 
industry as its churn rate. The paper had hoped to reach 300,000 and it is galaxies away from 
the five million digital subscriber goal of its owner of one year, Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong. 
 A fascinating new report from the Harvard-based Nieman Lab addresses the LA 
Times’ failure.    
 Also last month, CNN filed this story on how Times executive editor Norm Pearlstine 
addressed the issue in a reportedly hostile all-hands meeting. (You know you’re in big 
trouble when CNN, which hemorrhages viewers, reports on the Times’ hemorrhaging 
digital subscribers.) 
 While the Times staffers seem to think its digital-subscriber woes are due to poor 
execution on its business side, what they are blind to is this: people do not trust the LA 
Times to report honestly. 
 I reached out to Times spokesperson Hillary Manning to see whether they did any 
studies to determine why people aren’t sticking around as paying digital customers. She 
didn’t reply, which you can reasonably take to mean that the Times either doesn’t know why 
digital subscribers are leaving or they know but are too embarrassed to admit that it has a 
severe credibility problem with readers.
 Then again, why would anyone pay for news when all the major cable outlets – and 
aggregators like Google, Drudge, Breitbart and others -- give away the content for free? 
In fact, Google’s updated Chrome browser now makes it easier than ever to sidestep the 
Times’ pay wall. 
 The LA Times has long gotten away with endorsing politicians who have failed us. 
It champions them. It makes excuses for their failures. And then promotes their family 
members to be their replacements.  Take a look at its fawning coverage of California 
Governor Gavin Newsom, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, LA City Council president 
Herb Wesson, LA County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas and most recently, LA City 
Councilmember Nury Martinez. 
 Last month, a huge blaze in the Sepulveda Basin wiped out a massive homeless camp 
that Martinez has long ignored, both in terms of babies being born there, prostitution and 
drug use, not to mention the extreme danger to people – and to animals – living there. 
 Instead of holding Martinez’ feet to the proverbial fire, the Times instead fawns over 
Martinez as the presumed next LA City Council president, because it is more focused on 
helping to make history with Martinez as the first Latina in that role rather than reporting 
her colossal failures in office. 
 That right there is just one example of why people simply don’t trust the LA Times. 
 And tangentially, why do we know the sexual (and other) preferences of some of the 
Times reporters? When did that become a thing, and how has their doing this interfered with 
their ability to report honestly and without biases or perceived biases? 
 This is why people don’t fork over their spare change and stay as subscribers. As they 
say in the biz, churn, baby, churn. 
 Lastly, as this column first pointed out, the rumored $500 million that Dr. Patrick Soon-
Shiong shelled out last year for the Times and an assortment of smaller papers was overvalued by 
hundreds of millions of dollars. By comparison, in 1993, the New York Times bought the highly 
accomplished Boston Globe for $1.1 billion. But 20 years later, the Times dumped the Globe 
for just $70 million to the owner of the Boston Red Sox. That’s a nearly 97% loss on a quality 
asset. Unless things change drastically at the Times, including establishing public trust, Dr. Soon-
Shiong is setting himself up for a similar massive financial loss. 

 (Daniel Guss, MBA, is a member of the Los Angeles Press Club. His opinions are his own 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of CityWatch.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams. 
     -  CityWatchLA 

Backroom Government 
Continues at Your City Hall:
Garcetti and Wesson Cover 

Up New Labor Contracts
By Jack Humphreville

The lack of transparency concerning the economics of the new labor contracts for the City’s 
civilian workforce is nothing short of a cover up orchestrated by Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti and City Council President Herb Wesson.

 And speaking of transparency, where is the Los Angeles Times, our paper of record?  
And where is KPCC (89.3 FM) and the Los Angeles Daily News? 
 On Friday, August 9, the Los Angeles City Council approved the new contracts for the 
City’s civilian unions that represent 20,000 city employees. There was very little discussion 
other than a seven-minute back and forth between Councilman Mike Bonin and City 
Administrative Officer Rich Llewellyn that provided very little information and insight. 
 Bonin mentioned that he was concerned that he did not receive early notification about 
these contracts and stressed the need to be better informed about the significant commitment 
of resources, especially on the upcoming contracts for the police and firefighters.  
 We agree.  Everybody deserves early notification of the details of the new contracts 
before they are discussed by City Council and its committees.    
 Llewellyn said that the new contracts will cost $282 million over a three-year period, 
from July 1, 2018, when the old contract expired, to June 30, 2021.  
 This represents a very generous increase of 15% increase over the next three years, 
significantly higher than the projected growth rate in General Fund revenues. 
 This amount does not include $8 million from the elimination of the 10% employee 
contribution towards healthcare for selected employee organizations, the settlement of an 
outstanding grievance for $15 million, and increased pension contributions estimated to be in 
the range of $40 million over the next two years.   
 This would push the increase to $345 million, a whooping 18% increase over the current 
salary level. 
 No wonder the Garcetti and Wesson and the three other members of the Executive 
Employee Relations Committee (Paul Koretz, Paul Krekorian, and Nury Martinez) that 
oversaw these labor negotiations did not want transparency. 
 In addition, the Coalition of City Unions is pushing the City to limit outsourcing and 
increase the number of civilian employees, even though the City has not benchmarked the 
efficiency (or inefficiency) of the its poorly managed, notoriously inefficient, and bloated 
civilian workforce.   
 All this comes as the economy is beginning to show signs of slowing down, reminiscent of 
the disastrous 25%, five year raise in 2007, at the beginning of the Great Recession, that was 
approved without a thorough analysis by Mayor Villaraigosa and then City Council President 
Eric Garcetti. 
 When Bonin asked Llewellyn how the 15 members of the City Council should respond 
to critics who will ask what the City got out of the deal, Llewellyn had no real answers other 
than to say that the City and its union partners ended up in the middle and that it was a ‘fair 
package.”  But Llewellyn provided no details or analysis.  Just more hot air. 
 During the exchange with Bonin, Llewellyn referred to “our union partners.”  But that 
partnership consists of the campaign funding union leadership and the elected officials and 
their cronies, a massive conflict of interest.  It does not include us, the hard working Angelenos 
who are paying ever increasing taxes and fees for lousy service.  
 In 2014, the LA 2020 Commission consisting of 13 City Hall insiders recommended that 
the City establish an Office of Transparency and Accountability to oversee the City’s budget 
and finances.  This recommendation was endorsed by Wesson.  But it never saw the light of 
day.  Garcetti even said that City Controller Ron Galperin served in this role.  But we have yet 
to see any report from Galperin on the labor contracts, or pensions for that matter. 
 The cover up of the economics of the new labor contracts is why we cannot trust Garcetti, 
Wesson, and the rest of the City Council.  It is why there should be open and transparent labor 
negotiations, not behind closed doors, and why need and deserve an Office of Transparency 
and Accountability. 
 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)    -  CityWatchLA

A Top LA Times Editor 
Says Task Is “Daunting”

By Bill Boyarsky

One of the most interesting moments in Sewell Chan’s talk to Los Angeles Times alums 
was prompted by a question from Bob Rawitch, a retired Times editor who had been 
responsible for news coverage in the hundreds of miles of diverse suburbs served by 

the paper.
 Chan, Times deputy managing editor for news, spoke to the monthly gathering of Times 
retirees recently at Victorio’s Ristorante in the San Fernando Valley. He talked at length of the 
paper’s efforts to reach all parts of the region’s diverse population, filled with younger people 
who don’t run out to the driveway for the paper, as their parents and grandparents did.
 Chan is a key member of the team that owner Patrick Soon-Shiong and editor Norm 
Pearlstine are assembling to rebuild the paper so it can be a journalism force in the era when 
most Times readers will get their news on-line.
 “We are not reaching as many people as we could,” Chan said, He talked about efforts to 
increase the number of online subscribers, efforts hampered by the reluctance of new customers 
to sign up with the Times. Or they quickly drop their subscriptions when they do.
 “I’m discouraged,” said Rawitch, who was suburban editor and then executive editor of 
the Valley and Ventura editions. “Much of what you are saying was true 30 years ago.” Noting 
that Chan had spoken of the new team’s drive to get more readers in the Latino, Asian American 
and African American communities, Rawitch recalled many meetings and campaigns to do the 
same. And at that time, news was limited to the Times, the Herald, the Daily News, a few other 
suburban papers and local television and radio.
 “You are trying to make the paper indispensible when people can get the news elsewhere,” 
he said. He said, “it almost seems insoluble.”
 Insoluble was a word Chan wasn’t ready to accept. He conceded “journalism is going 
through a wrenching transformation.” The task ahead “is daunting.” But the Times, he said, 
now has “a public spirited owner with a long-term commitment” and will be up to the challenge 
of covering “one of the most important cities of the 21st Century.”
 Chan got several tough questions, such as why there are so few ads in the new food section. 
He answered them all in a friendly, open manner. He concluded by requesting the alums to keep 
track of what’s happening at their old paper. Their help, and connections in the community, 
were needed.
 Such reaching out is a big change from the pre-Soon-Shiong era, when the erratic 
ownership had no connection with L.A. or even much of the journalism world.

Bloomberg Could Win 
Dem Nomination

By Dick Morris

Bye bye Biden. As Joe stinks to 19 percent and 22 percent in the latest Monmouth (8/26) 
and Economist/UGov (8/21) polls, putting him in a statistical tie with Bernie Sanders and 
Elizabeth Warren for the first time, there is an opening for former New York City Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg in the Democratic primary.
 Here’s how it might come about:
 Step One: Biden fades into a tie with Sanders and Warren (already happening) and then 
falls to third place. Biden has no way to come back. He is the candidate of events that happened 
between 2008-2016. If the past is not enough to propel him into the future — as it manifestly is 
not — nothing he can say now will boost him further.
 He stands on Obama’s record, but he is also imprisoned by it. For example, he can’t 
advocate Medicare for All because that would implicitly dump on Obamacare.
 Voters know all about him and his record and have found him wanting. Since he 
announced, he has fallen from 42 percent of the vote to 19 percent. He ain’t coming back.
 Step Two: The former Biden voters all go to Warren. They won’t go to Sanders. Ever 
since he announced, Sanders has never made it past the low 20s in the polls. The remaining 80 
percent are immune to his charm. Warren’s surge from 8 percent to 20 percent is what has laid 
Biden low. And she will continue to pick up the votes he sheds, as she is now doing.
 How about Harris and the others? The swish of Warren’s momentum will eat up all the 
oxygen that might otherwise fuel their candidacies. It will be all Warren, all the time.
 So, in a few weeks, look for Warren to become the front runner by an increasingly large 
margin.
 Step Three: That will freak out the establishment and center of the Democratic Party. 
They know Warren can’t win and is too radical and shrewish to pull it off. She looks like what 
she is: A former professor who is tough as nails and will flunk you as soon as look at you. And 
she won’t provide much in the way of coattails for aspirant Democratic congresspeople either.
 So the hunt will be on for the Great Moderate Hope. Hillary will test the waters and find 
them scalding.
 Tom Steyer will hope for lightning, but he’s too unknown and too conservative.
 But Bloomberg would fit the bill precisely. There’s still time to file for the primaries and 
his brand of social liberalism and economic moderation will attract voters who are scared of a 
Warren wipeout in 2020.
 Does Bloomberg want to be president? Duh. Yes.
 Can he go toe to toe with Donald? He’s been mayor of New York and held his own with 
the toughest press corps outside of Washington.
 He can demagogue with the best of them and still appeal to the business community as 
they look up from their Bloomberg software terminals in their offices.
 It can happen. - Jewish World Review
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Letters to the Editor
FACT OR FICTION?

Greetings, 
 This is less a letter to the editor and more a request for a 
retraction or correction. 
 Your August 2019 issue, Volume 4 Number 8 contains an 
“opinion” piece by Kenneth Alpern that came from CityWatch. I 
understand the author is solely responsible for the views in the piece, 
but Dr. Alpern gets some fundamental facts completely wrong, facts 
that are crucial to his argument. 
 He states that LA City Council “quietly let an ordinance barring 
vehicles with sleeping people on residential streets expire”. 
 I have been following this council file closely and listened to 
the hearing where this item was heard and city council voted 13-0 
in favor of extending the ordinance, exactly the opposite of what Dr. 
Alpern claims. 
 Dr. Alpern is entitled to his opinion but he cannot lie at the 
outset of his piece in order to make his point. You owe it to your 
readers to correct this outright falsehood. I am happy to provide a 
link to the Council file or the news stories on this item to prove Dr. 
Alpern has his facts completely wrong.

-  Steve Ducey 

OFFENSIVE CARTOONS
Dear Editor:
 On August 4th, I was at my local gym and picked up a copy of 
the Valley Voice. I am very dismayed and offended by two political 
cartoons that appeared in your August edition. The first cartoon, 
which appeared on the first page depicted Donald Trump sending four 
Democratic congresswomen, popularly known as “the squad” to the 
moon.  The second cartoon, on page 10, “nobody is above the law...
except” contrasted an undocumented immigrant with Donald Trump.
 Donald Trump needs neither your help nor encouragement 
to disparage sitting members of Congress. While a I do not agree 
with everything espoused by these legislators, I do not need your 
publication joining in the uncivil White House chorus.
 In light of the terrible shootings that took place in both El 
Paso, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio, white supremacists don’t need 
reinforcements by your newspaper in stereotyping undocumented 
immigrants.  
 After these shootings, as well as the shooting in Gilroy, you 
need to reflect on some of the inflammatory content you are 
disseminating.
 You may call yourself the Valley Voice, but you are not my voice.

Regards,
Robin Daskin, Chatsworth

Why Obama Dropped Biden
By Tucker Carlson and Neil Patel

One of the more poignant moments of Barack Obama’s presidency came at the very end, in January 2017, just days 
before he left the White House. He awarded Vice President Joe Biden the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Obama 
spoke at great length about their personal friendship and praised Biden’s leadership. In response, Biden said he 

knew that, no matter what, Obama would always be there for him.
 Obama: “It was 8 1/2 years ago that I chose Joe to be my vice president. There has not been a single moment 
since that time that I have doubted the wisdom of that decision. ... Joe’s candid, honest counsel has made me a better 
president and a better commander in chief.”
 You didn’t have to love Obama to appreciate that there was something sweet about it. But it was all fake. Obama 
won’t be there for Biden. His internal friendship has ended and didn’t make it through the next presidential term. 
Instead of helping his trusted friend run for the presidency, Obama has refused to endorse Biden. According to some 
reports, Obama repeatedly urged Biden not to run. “You don’t have to do this,” he warned Biden. Obama, it turns out, 
cares about one thing: himself. He is obsessed with his political legacy. Every day that Joe Biden stays on the campaign 
trail, he detracts from that.

     *  *  *
 As of today, the polls say Biden is the Democratic front-runner. They tell you he has a good chance of becoming 
president. But don’t believe them. Officially, Biden may still be in the lead, but let’s be honest, Biden’s campaign is 
not a real campaign. It is a zombie effort and lurches from one blunder to another. Some catastrophe will eventually 
put it out of its misery. Even Biden’s allies want him to stop speaking in public so often. Why? When people see Biden, 
they realize he’s not a distinguished elder statesman but a fading one. Biden thinks Cory Booker is the president of the 
United States. He believes the truth outweighs the facts. He thinks he was vice president during the Parkland shooting 
last year.
 Mistakes like these don’t make Biden a bad person, but they do make his campaign look like what it actually is: 
a joke, not a serious play for the White House. If Biden were offering something real, a compelling message, he could 
get elected anyway, but he isn’t. He is a Democratic fossil running for a party that sees him as too male, too pale and 
too stale. 1995 Joe Biden supported all kinds of things current Joe Biden would never admit to: a secure border, drugs 
off the streets, criminals in prison even.
 The current Democratic Party believes in protecting criminals and even celebrating them. All the energy is with 
the other candidates and insurgents like Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders and Kamala Harris. One of these three 
will likely rise above the rest and take the nomination. That’s bad news if you’re Obama and all you really care about 
is your own cherished legacy. Biden is expressively running as a continuation of Obama’s agenda. But that agenda has 
been completely eclipsed by a new radical political agenda. 
 Now, Democrats are demanding single-payer health care, which would be free to illegal immigrants, the ones 
streaming over our open border with Mexico. Candidates are advocating reparations based on skin color, the abolition 
of America’s history. They want to remake gender relations from the ground up. 

- Creators Syndicate 

Make it Your Mission: Nutrition
By: Juliana Moore, Girl Scout Gold Award Project

One of the most basic choices everyone makes is the kind of food they cook and eat. Whether that’s vegan, vegetarian, 
or just trying to be healthy our food decisions affect our lives a lot. Children don’t have the same choice, their 
parents dictate what they eat or what’s available for them to snack on. I wanted to encourage healthy eating and 

empower kids so I started teaching workshops at an afterschool and summer program at Devonshire PALS as my Girl 
Scout Gold Award project. I called it Mission:Nutrition.
 We’ve had so much fun! We made fruit smoothies, veggie spring rolls, energy snack balls, caprese salad and 
more. We got our hands dirty (don’t worry we used lots of soap) exploring the variety of fruits and vegetables, and 
the delicious recipes you can use them in. My favorite workshop was the veggie spring rolls because all the kids were 
excited about the edible rice paper. Apparently it still doesn’t taste good on its own-what a surprise! Many students 
enjoyed it with all the vegetables and the sweet chili sauce.  The supervising adults were pleasantly surprised with 
how many kids loved making healthy foods. Overall, it was a success. Then afterwards we would go out and exercise 
to further encourage a healthy lifestyle. Occasionally we played soccer or basketball, but often we played freeze tag, 
because you don’t need a certain skill set to run around and have fun. 
  To help kids try out their new skills at home, I gave all my students recipes of the fun healthy foods for 
them and their parents to make. To provide additional healthy ideas I created an instagram account: @mission.
nutritiongoldaward. 
 I now encourage parents to invite their kids into the kitchen and then go out to the backyard or park for fun 
exercise. Yes, it gets a little messy in the kitchen, but the learning lessons are worth the extra clean-up.  And in case 
you are skeptical of their desire to help, 8 out 9 children said that they wanted to try these recipes at home. Going to 
the park doesn’t need to be a huge effort either. Just tossing around a ball with them, or racing around makes them 
happy. Plus you might find yourself benefitting from that extra exercise!  Not to mention, it’s fun bonding time with 
your children.
 The small act of empowering kids in the kitchen and playing in the park can lead to a generation of healthier, 
more capable adults.
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Big Oak Theater
 Avenue Act 1, A 501c3 not for profit theatrical 
organization, presents  “O Poo Pee Doo” –a  Rollicking, 
Frolicking Song & Dance Musical Revue at the Big 
Oak Theater, 22200 Chatsworth Street in Chatsworth. 
For performance dates, tickets and reservations, email 
avenueact1@att.net or call the Box Office 818 998 0185.

Free Movie Matinee
 On Thursday, September 26, at 1:30 PM in the 
Chatsworth Library Community Room there will be a 
free showing of At Eternity’s Gate.  The movie is a look 
at the life of painter Vincent van Gogh during his time 
in France.  It is sponsored by the Friends of Chatsworth 
Library.  Light refreshments are available.  The library 
is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For 
more information call (818) 341-4276.

Chatsworth Oktoberfest
 You’re invited to attend the Chatsworth Oktoberfest 
on Saturday, September 28, 11 AM - 5 PM at the 
Chatsworth Junior Baseball League Field, 21350 Mayall 
Street. This is a fun-for-all family event with live music, 
delicious German food, huge beer & wine garden, dancing, 
games and arts and craft marketplace, plus unlimited use 
all day play kids zone with rock climbing wall, obstacle 
courses and more! Children under 3 years are free. 
Purchase tickets at the Chatsworth Kiwanis website.

Windsong Players
 Windsong Players Chamber Music Ensemble will 
perform a lovely selection of chamber pieces celebrating 
fantasy and gentle beauty for soprano, flute, violin and 
piano as well as feature a reading by a well-known Los 
Angeles poet. The concert will take place at 3 pm, Sunday, 
Sept 29 at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church at 12227 Balboa 
Blvd in Granada Hills. Suitable for all ages. $15 in advance, 
$20 at door Children under 12 admitted free. For tickets in 
advance please go to: www.brownpapertickets.com 

Seated Exercise Classes
  The Chatsworth Library holds free classes every 
Wednesday and most Fridays at 10:30 AM.  The DVD 
classes alternate between core, stretching, yoga, and 
strength training.  The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more information 
call (818) 341-4276.

Northridge Woman’s Club
 The Northridge Woman’s Club is now open 
for new membership. It is a philanthropic, civic and 
social organization working for the betterment of the 
community through financial and personal contribution. 
We have monthly meetings, entertainment and events. 
Contact Lorraine Phillips, membership chair, at 
phillipslorraine08@gmail.com or 8183630859.

Granada Hills Street Faire
 Mark your calendars to attend the 15th Annual 
Granada Hills Street Faire in October. This fun-for-all 
event on Saturday, October 5th from 10 AM - 5 PM will 
have activities for all ages including a raffle, great food, 
live music and entertainment, pet adoption, a fun zone 
for kids, arts & crafts, a Beer & Wine Garden and over 
150 health and wellness vendors. For more information 
visit the website.

Chatsworth Library Book Club
 The Chatsworth Library Book Club will be discussing A 
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles on September 4 at 
1:30 pm.  The book club meets the first Wednesday of the 
month in the Library Community Room, 21052 Devonshire 
Street in Chatsworth.  For more information call (818) 341-
4276.

Salsa/Latin Dance Steps
 Experience Latin culture through this fun and energetic 
dance workshop. Students will learn the basics of Salsa/Latin 
Dance steps on Thursday, September 5th, 6:00 p.m. Mid-
Valley Regional Branch Library, 16244 Nordhoff Street in 
North Hills. It is a great way to boost self-confidence while 
having a lot of fun. (818) 895-3650.

LADWP Workshop
 Did you know that there are rebates available for 
customers to reduce their turf landscaping and remake 
their landscaping into a drought tolerant, sustainable, yet 
beautiful landscape? The LADWP is promoting Lawn Be 
Gone Hands-On workshops where you will learn to remove 
turf and install sustainable landscaping, incorporate low 
water use California Friendly and native plants, capture rain 
water, and save water and money. They are also seeking to 
recruit more potential host volunteers which benefits include 
free professional landscaping and lower water bills. For 
location and attendance info, visit https://lawnbegonedwp.
com/.

The Truth About Type 2 Diabetes
 Join us for a one hour presentation about Type 2 Diabetes, 
addressing its causes and complications, the physiologies 
of sugar and insulin, and strategies for its management by 
Nutritionist Dr. Johnny Umeda on Saturday, September 7th, 
1:00 p.m. at Mid-Valley Regional Branch Library, 16244 
Nordhoff Street in North Hills. (818) 895-3650

Square Dance Club
 The Valley Trailers Square Dance Club invites you to 
join their new class of modern square dancing starting on 
Tuesday, September 10th.  Arrive at Wilkinson Center, 8956 
Vanalden, in Northridge, around 6:45 pm to sign in.  New 
dancers accepted on 9/10 and 9/17.  Your first class is free, 
$7.00 thereafter.  For more info, call Linda at 805-231-6171 
or Don at 818-360-8750.

Constitution Day at CSUN
 Celebrate Constitution Day at California State 
University, Northridge with a free presentation about 
the power of Congress and the president. Two professors 
will address the tension between the executive branch and 
legislative branch of the federal government. The event takes 
place Saturday, Sept. 14th, 8:30-10:30 a.m. at the University 
Club-Orange Grove Bistro on campus. Reservations are 
required. For more info and to reserve a spot: https://
tsengcollege.csun.edu/programs/constitution-day

Astronomy Talk
 On Saturday, Sept 14 at 8-10 pm, the Astronomical 
Society hosts a Free Star Party at Moorpark College 
Observatory, 7075 Campus Road in Moorpark. See the stars 
and planets and view them through a telescope.  Bring your 
telescopes if you have them. For ages 6 and up (scouting 
groups welcome). Free parking and admission. For more 
information, visit www.facebook.com/VCAS.Astronomy/

Deadline for Non-Profits
Please submit very brief local events, space is 

limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send 
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.

No faxes, phone calls or mail. 
 Rachel Reiter, 

Local Events Coordinator

 As for the prison, and the outrage at the two guards who 
apparently fell asleep while working overtime (one of whom 
wasn’t even a guard), one can only hope that outrage will 
extend to looking at the way other prisoners are treated in 
an overcrowded and dangerous lockup. There is a lot more 
going wrong in there than napping on the job. And notice it 
was the staff put on leave, not the warden.
 Epstein is gone. Maxwell is just missing. (A report had 
her eating at an In-and-Out in L.A.) She needs to be found. 
And arrested. She is responsible for what was done to those 
girls. She has no excuses. Pimps often use the women they 
victimize to recruit other women. But that wasn’t Maxwell. 
She was no helpless runaway, no child herself. Was she really 
so desperate for a man, even if he preferred the little girls? 
These girls thought they were safe. They had no reason to 
know that they would be with some of the most dangerous 
people they would ever meet.
 The whole Epstein matter shows the criminal justice 
system at its worst: the sweetheart deal in Florida, approved 
by the feds; Epstein’s manipulation of the system; the 
resignation of the secretary of labor; and, of course, the 
ultimate suicide of the victim and the effort to cover up the 
naps. All bad.
 But it is not over. These women, once girls, deserve 
better. If they cannot ever get closure with Epstein, at least 
they can secure it against the person who literally took their 
hand and walked them into harm’s way. She is every bit as 
guilty as Epstein himself.

The Ultimate Accomplice

Places I Go Not to Get Shot
life. So could I, and I shot well enough to hunt when I was 
a young man.
 But she’d just get tired of the extra weight in her 
purse, and she’d start leaving it at home. She’s like that. 
At parties, she always runs into the center of the room. She 
doesn’t skulk along the wall like I do. Foolish woman.
 Not me. I become more rat-like every year, slipping 
in and out of the small places, not seeing good bands in 
concert, clear of crowds.
 This is my country, and my piece of it is half-a-couch I can 
sit on while I wait for my wife to make it home from the store.
 (Dion’s latest book is a collection of his columns. It is called 
“Land of Trumpin’” and is filled with the joy of being alive. It is 
available in paperback from Amazon.com.)
     -  Creators Syndicate



September, 2019 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com       Page 8

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfiels, CA 93312
661-588-7953

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

CANOGA PARK
21301 Victory Blvd.
Canoga Park, CA 91303
747-226-6026 

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

COLTON
CLEARANCE CENTER
1601 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5300

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 
92708
714-549-3200 

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of the 
Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980 

LOS ANGELES
In the Venice Crossroads 
Shopping Center
8985 Venice Blvd., Suite 
A-3
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave, 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
951-894-7988

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284 

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

TORRANCE
19800 Hawthorne Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503
310-953-3480

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740 

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-588-7953
facebook.com/AshleyHSBakersfield

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
facebook.com/AshleyHSBurbank

CANOGA PARK
21301 Victory Blvd.
Canoga Park, CA 91303
747-226-6026
facebook.com/AshleyHSCanogaPark

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
facebook.com/AshleyHSColton

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
facebook.com/AshleyHSFountainValley 

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083
facebook.com/AshleyHSHawthorne 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829
facebook.com/AshleyHSLagunaHills

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long 
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050
facebook.com/AshleyHSLongBeach

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015     
213-745-2980
facebook.com/AshleyHSLosAngeles     

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420
facebook.com/AshleyHSMontclair

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988
facebook.com/AshleyHSMurrieta        

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
facebook.com/AshleyHSNorthridge

OXNARD
Located in the 
Market Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
facebook.com/AshleyHSOxnard

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmdale

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmDesert

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanDiego

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanMarcos

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaAna 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaClarita 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
facebook.com/AshleyHSVictorville 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
facebook.com/AshleyHSWestCovina

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
facebook.com/AshleyHSYorbaLinda

Get it
Today!

No Credit 
Needed!

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

Follow us at 
@AshelyHomeStoreWest

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-588-7953
facebook.com/AshleyHSBakersfield

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
facebook.com/AshleyHSBurbank

CANOGA PARK
21301 Victory Blvd.
Canoga Park, CA 91303
747-226-6026
facebook.com/AshleyHSCanogaPark

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
facebook.com/AshleyHSColton

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
facebook.com/AshleyHSFountainValley 

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083
facebook.com/AshleyHSHawthorne 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829
facebook.com/AshleyHSLagunaHills

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long 
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050
facebook.com/AshleyHSLongBeach

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015     
213-745-2980
facebook.com/AshleyHSLosAngeles     

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420
facebook.com/AshleyHSMontclair

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988
facebook.com/AshleyHSMurrieta        

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
facebook.com/AshleyHSNorthridge

OXNARD
Located in the 
Market Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
facebook.com/AshleyHSOxnard

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmdale

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmDesert

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanDiego

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanMarcos

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaAna 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaClarita 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
facebook.com/AshleyHSVictorville 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
facebook.com/AshleyHSWestCovina

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
facebook.com/AshleyHSYorbaLinda

Get it
Today!

No Credit 
Needed!

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

Follow us at 
@AshelyHomeStoreWest

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales 
Associates

BAKERSFIELD
8915 Rosedale Hwy
Bakersfield, CA 93312
661-588-7953
facebook.com/AshleyHSBakersfield

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
facebook.com/AshleyHSBurbank

CANOGA PARK
21301 Victory Blvd.
Canoga Park, CA 91303
747-226-6026
facebook.com/AshleyHSCanogaPark

COLTON
Exit Mt. Vernon Ave.
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
facebook.com/AshleyHSColton

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
facebook.com/AshleyHSFountainValley 

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083
facebook.com/AshleyHSHawthorne 

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829
facebook.com/AshleyHSLagunaHills

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long 
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050
facebook.com/AshleyHSLongBeach

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015     
213-745-2980
facebook.com/AshleyHSLosAngeles     

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420
facebook.com/AshleyHSMontclair

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave
Murrieta, CA  92562
951-894-7988
facebook.com/AshleyHSMurrieta        

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
facebook.com/AshleyHSNorthridge

OXNARD
Located in the 
Market Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
facebook.com/AshleyHSOxnard

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmdale

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
facebook.com/AshleyHSPalmDesert

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanDiego

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663
facebook.com/AshleyHSSanMarcos

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaAna 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club and 
Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200
facebook.com/AshleyHSSantaClarita 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
facebook.com/AshleyHSVictorville 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480
facebook.com/AshleyHSWestCovina

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900
facebook.com/AshleyHSYorbaLinda

Get it
Today!

No Credit 
Needed!

www.AshleyHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

Follow us at 
@AshelyHomeStoreWest

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

EL CAJON - LOCATION COMING SOON! 575 Fletcher Parkway, 
El Cajon, CA 92020

TORRANCE - NOW OPEN! 19800 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503  
310.953.3480

in September

LIMITED TIME ONLY
SALE ENDS MON., SEPTEMBER 23RD

OPEN SUNDAYS
Get it Today...

No Credit 
Needed!

Hurry In! 

Sale Ends Monday, 

Sept. 23rd 

at 9pm
!

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 9/10/2019 to 9/23/2019. Equal monthly payments required for 36 months. Ashley Furniture 
does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

plus36% OFF‡‡ 36MONTHS
0% interest* • NO down payment
NO minimum purchase 

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster® and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection 
plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 1/1/2018, all mattress and box springs are subject to a $10.50 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE 
FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC., many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution 
is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only 
at participating locations. ±Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2019 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start 
Date: September 10, 2019. Expires: September 23, 2019.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will 
be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest 
whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge 
is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the 
purchase price, excluding taxes and delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the 
monthly payment shown should allow you to pay off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum 
payment applicable to those balances.


