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Once Upon A 
Time in America

By Greg Crosby

“Tell us a story, Uncle Dorian!” “Yes, please tell us a 
story,” the children shrieked as they jumped onto 
their uncle’s chest with their full weight, nearly 

causing him to hyperventilate and pass out. “Well, okay 
children, I will if you will kindly sit down beside me and 
allow me to catch my breath,” he wheezed. “I do have a 
story that you might enjoy.”
 “What is it?” asked little Emma as she ground her 
left foot into her uncle’s stomach. “I will tell it to you 
now, but fi rst you must remove you foot from my belly 
please,” gasped Uncle Dorian trying not to grimace.
 “I hope it doesn’t start with ‘once upon a time,’ said 
Elwood, an unpleasant fi ve year old boy with grape jelly 
on his hands. “No, it does not start out that way,” their 
uncle replied, “So just get that thought out of your mind 
right this minute.”
 “This story happened a long, long time ago. Long 
before any of you were born. One morning a young man 
woke up, got dressed, had breakfast, and went to work.”
 “Did he go to work in the bedroom or the kitchen?” 
asked Elwood.
 “Oh no, he went to work in a big offi ce building miles 
away from home,” answered Uncle Dorian.
 “What’s a offi ce building, Uncle Dorian?” Emma 
asked.
 “Well, an offi ce building was a place where many 
people would gather together to do their jobs.”
 “They were all together? In one room?” inquired 
Elwood as he wiped his eye with a jellied fi nger. “Were 
they wearing masks?”
 “No, they didn’t wear masks back in those days.”
 “WOW!” the children said in unison.
 “People would work all together and then when it was 
time for lunch they would go out to eat in a restaurant. 
They would sit at a table together, with many other 
people sitting at tables all around them with no social 
distancing.”
 “OOOOO . . . were they put in jail? Did they all get 
sick and die?”
 “Oh no, it wasn’t against the law to eat in a restaurant 
with other people back then. Everyone did it and nobody 
got sick. And nobody died.”

  *  *  *

 The children looked at each other in disbelief. They 
never heard of such things before. “Uncle Dorian, you’re 
teasing us, right?” Asked little Emma.
 “Oh, no. This is a true story. But wait, there’s more. 
After people came home from work they would have 
dinner with friends or family and sometimes go out to a 
movie theater. Do you know what a movie theater is?”
 “No,” said the children, their eyes bulging out as big 
as saucers.
 “Well, a movie theater was a big room with high 
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ceilings and dozens and dozens of seats where people 
would sit together and watch a movie shown on an 
enormous screen on a wall.”
 The children sat with their mouths open and couldn’t 
believe what they were hearing. It was frightening.
 “But that’s not all,” continued the uncle. “There 
is much more to the story. On weekends people would 
sometimes go to large stadiums, do you know what 
those were?”
 “N-no,” whimpered Emma almost afraid to fi nd 
out.
 “Well, I’ll tell you. Stadiums were huge places 
where sporting events would take place and crowds 
of people, thousands of people, would gather to watch 
their favorite teams play. And no one wore a mask and 
everyone sat next to each other eating hot dogs and ice 
cream and screaming and cheering for their team.”
 “OH, OH, OH,” cried the children with fear in their 
voices and tears beginning to well up in their eyes.
 “Ah, and there’s more,” Uncle Dorian said almost 
taking pleasure in the children’s horrifying reaction to 
his story. “You won’t believe this, but all the ball players 
in the stadium stood up for the National Anthem, faced 
the fl ag, removed their caps, put their hands over their 
hearts and said the Star Spangled Banner before the 
games began.”
 “NO, you’re lying! You’re lying!” the children 
screeched as they ran out of the room sobbing in terror. 
“It can’t be true! Mommy! Mommy, Uncle Dorian is 
scaring us!”
 Uncle Dorian sat back in his chair, took a deep 
breath, closed his eyes, and went to sleep dreaming of 
eating hot dogs, peanuts, and frozen milk shakes at the 
ballpark. 
 -  Jewish World Review

Protesters 
Place Signs 

at LAPD 
Chief’s 

Porter Ranch 
Home

D emonstrators plastered signs at LAPD Chief Mi-
chel Moore’s home on Aug. 28 amid the continu-
ing nationwide outcry following the police shoot-

ing of Jacob Blake in Wisconsin.
 After making their way inside the gated community 
in Porter Ranch where Moore lives, a number of 
protesters attached posters to the front of the police 
chief’s residence before leaving the area.
 Some of the signs read, “Fire Chief Moore,” 
“Defund LAPD Now” and “Prosecute Killer Cops.”
 The marching crowd was followed by cars honking 
their horns in support.
 No arrests were made and no injuries were reported 
during the protest, Cervantes said.
 That’s a far cry from the previous night, when 
scuffl es broke out between protesters and police in the 
downtown 3rd Street tunnel.
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Your Life Matters to JesusYour Life Matters to Jesus
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

Jesus replied, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had fi ve husbands, 
and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.” 

Jesus revealed that He knew her past and her pain, and it’s important to note that He 
will always talk to us about our sin—not to embarrass us—but to get us to turn from it so that He 
can point us to a better way of life. In spite of ours sins and failures, Jesus personally, wonderfully, 
lovingly cares deeply for you and for me, just as He cared for the woman at the well. She needed 

to know that someone truly valued her. Jesus went to Samaria purposefully and 
engaged in this conversation with her because she mattered to Jesus.

Now at this point, the woman was astonished and thought Jesus was a 
prophet. However, Jesus proved Himself as the Christ as their conversation con-
cluded. He told her in verse 24, “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must wor-
ship in spirit and truth.” The woman said, “I know that Messiah is coming. When 
He comes, He will tell us all things.”  Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” 
Overjoyed, the woman left her water pot behind and went into the town, proclaim-
ing everything that had happened. The woman at the well became a woman of great 
worth!

No matter your past, Jesus knows you and loves you because of who He is. 
He demonstrated His amazing love by going to the cross for our sins, and proved that He is 

Lord and Savior by resurrecting from the dead. Jesus will always break down man-made barri-
ers to reach the heart that is longing to be known and valued. Your life matters to Jesus. 

Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the author of Compelled: The Irresistible Call to Share Your 
Faith (available everywhere books are sold online) and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, which 
has three campuses in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch services online or connect with 
Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Jesus loves people, not because of who they are, but because of who He is. Love is Jesus’s 
nature. If you read the Gospel of John, you will see that Jesus had a face-to-face encounter 
with person after person, and it didn’t matter if they were male or female, rich or poor, 

Jew or Gentile, sinner or a Pharisee; Jesus loved all people. And He loves you.
Your life matters to Jesus—just as the woman at the well in John 4 mattered to 

Him. This is evidenced by several eye-opening parts of His conversation with her. On His 
way to Galilee, Jesus stopped in Samaria, and there He spoke with a woman at the 
well. He asked her to give Him a drink of water. The woman was taken aback by 
this request because Jews did not associate with Samaritans, nor would it have been 
likely for a man to have a conversation with a woman he didn’t know in that time 
and culture. Moreover, the Bible notes that this woman was at the well in the middle 
of the day. Normally, the women would come to well in the cool of the morning for 
practical and social reasons. But because of this woman’s sin (which we learn about 
later), she was outcast and alone. And yet Jesus connected with her despite racial dif-
ferences, gender differences, and moral differences. 

Next, Jesus demonstrated His love for the woman at the well by speaking to 
her about her spiritual well-being and her eternal destiny. Though He initially spoke 
to her about literal water, Jesus often used the physical to illustrate the spiritual. 
Jesus said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the 
water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in 
him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (verses 13-14). 

The woman replied, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here 
to draw.”

 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” 
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By Dennis P. Zine
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The Five Year Anniversary of the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Gas Blowout is around the corner.
 California is in a climate emergency, and we are in a fi erce battle for our future as we take 
on SoCalGas, the biggest gas utility in the country. We must grapple with how to transition off 

climate destructive gas (methane) to clean renewables, and shutting down Aliso Canyon is a critical 
fi rst step for California in this transition. 
 Decommissioning Aliso Canyon is urgent to protect our climate and also the health of 1.2 
million Angelenos living in the shadows of Aliso Canyon.
 SoCalGas is doing everything in its power to prevent this necessary transition off gas and stave 
off the shutdown of Aliso Canyon for as long as possible. SoCalGas isn’t just using lobbyists and 
spending power, but it’s also suing the State for not promoting gas enough, misusing customer 
money to illegally promote natural gas, and manipulating the gas supply to justify the ramped-up 
use of Aliso Canyon despite studies showing Aliso isn’t needed. 
 Aliso Canyon is still a major threat to our climate today. During the 2015 gas blowout over 
106,000 metric tons of methane were released and will continue to accelerate climate change over 
the next 15 years. Daily emissions from Aliso Canyon are making this worse.
 Aliso Canyon is the fourth largest storage facility in the country, and EPA emissions data shows 
Aliso Canyon is the third largest polluter of all gas storage facilities in the U.S., emitting 206,268 
combined tons of natural gas, carbon dioxide and other pollutants in 2014. The case to shut down 
Aliso to protect our climate is more salient than ever.
 Gov. Newsom promised (Ed. Note: the Valley Voice and) Los Angeles families that he would 

fast track the closure of Aliso Canyon. We need a plan from Governor Newsom to shut it 
down in one year.
 Together, we can hold Governor Newsom accountable to:
 1) Reverse the regulations that gave SoCalGas the green light to increase use of Aliso 
Canyon despite its need, and
 2) Issue an executive order to shut down Aliso Canyon within one year.
 
-  Alexandra Nagy,
California Director
Food & Water Watch and Food & Water Action
 O (323) 843-8451
 @realfoodnagy

(Continued on page 6)

Van Nuys Police 
Station Vandalized

Los Angeles police were searching for members of a group of protesters, numbering 
about 50, who demonstrated outside the department’s Van Nuys station, burned an 
American flag, sprayed graffiti on the building and harassed several officers inside a 

cruiser before leaving the scene.
 The incident took place around 11 p.m. Friday, Aug. 29 , the Los Angeles Police 
Department reported.
 Several members pulled down the American flag from in front of the station and set 
it on fire, the LAPD reported. Others in the group then spray painted anti-police slogans 
on the walls.
 Several protesters surrounded a cruiser and began hitting the vehicle and blocked it 
from driving away. The officers were eventually able to back out of the area.
 Anyone with information on these protesters was asked to call the LAPD’s Van Nuys 
station at 818-374-9500. Tipsters can also call Crime Stoppers at 800-222-8477.

Beverly Hills Protest
One person faces possible charges after being arrested during a rally in support of 

President Donald Trump in downtown Beverly Hills, authorities said, Aug. 30.
 The counter-protester, who opposed the roughly 100 Make America Great Again 

demonstrators, was arrested for resisting or threatening a police officer, according to Lt. R. 
Evans of the Beverly Hill Police Department.
 The protest, which began near Beverly Gardens Park, was temporarily moved while 
police investigated a suspicious package.
 At 3:29 p.m., Beverly Hills police urged people to avoid Santa Monica Boulevard between 
Rodeo and Crescent drives during the investigation, Evans said.
 The bomb squad determined the area was safe at about 4:30 p.m. and it was reopened to 
traffic and protesters, he said. The exact nature of the package was not disclosed.
 Earlier in the week, 50 pro-Trump protesters left a larger gathering of people 
demonstrating for various reasons and marched to the home of Beverly Hills Mayor Lester 
Friedman on Sierra Drive, Evans said.
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can point us to a better way of life. In spite of ours sins and failures, Jesus personally, wonderfully, 
lovingly cares deeply for you and for me, just as He cared for the woman at the well. She needed 

to know that someone truly valued her. Jesus went to Samaria purposefully and 
engaged in this conversation with her because she mattered to Jesus.
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of the day. Normally, the women would come to well in the cool of the morning for 
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her about her spiritual well-being and her eternal destiny. Though He initially spoke 
to her about literal water, Jesus often used the physical to illustrate the spiritual. 
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The Five Year Anniversary of the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Gas Blowout is around the corner.
 California is in a climate emergency, and we are in a fi erce battle for our future as we take 
on SoCalGas, the biggest gas utility in the country. We must grapple with how to transition off 

climate destructive gas (methane) to clean renewables, and shutting down Aliso Canyon is a critical 
fi rst step for California in this transition. 
 Decommissioning Aliso Canyon is urgent to protect our climate and also the health of 1.2 
million Angelenos living in the shadows of Aliso Canyon.
 SoCalGas is doing everything in its power to prevent this necessary transition off gas and stave 
off the shutdown of Aliso Canyon for as long as possible. SoCalGas isn’t just using lobbyists and 
spending power, but it’s also suing the State for not promoting gas enough, misusing customer 
money to illegally promote natural gas, and manipulating the gas supply to justify the ramped-up 
use of Aliso Canyon despite studies showing Aliso isn’t needed. 
 Aliso Canyon is still a major threat to our climate today. During the 2015 gas blowout over 
106,000 metric tons of methane were released and will continue to accelerate climate change over 
the next 15 years. Daily emissions from Aliso Canyon are making this worse.
 Aliso Canyon is the fourth largest storage facility in the country, and EPA emissions data shows 
Aliso Canyon is the third largest polluter of all gas storage facilities in the U.S., emitting 206,268 
combined tons of natural gas, carbon dioxide and other pollutants in 2014. The case to shut down 
Aliso to protect our climate is more salient than ever.
 Gov. Newsom promised (Ed. Note: the Valley Voice and) Los Angeles families that he would 

fast track the closure of Aliso Canyon. We need a plan from Governor Newsom to shut it 
down in one year.
 Together, we can hold Governor Newsom accountable to:
 1) Reverse the regulations that gave SoCalGas the green light to increase use of Aliso 
Canyon despite its need, and
 2) Issue an executive order to shut down Aliso Canyon within one year.

-  Alexandra Nagy,
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Food & Water Watch and Food & Water Action
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 @realfoodnagy

(Continued on page 6)

Van Nuys Police 
Station Vandalized

Los Angeles police were searching for members of a group of protesters, numbering 
about 50, who demonstrated outside the department’s Van Nuys station, burned an 
American fl ag, sprayed graffi ti on the building and harassed several offi cers inside a 

cruiser before leaving the scene.
 The incident took place around 11 p.m. Friday, Aug. 29 , the Los Angeles Police 
Department reported.
 Several members pulled down the American fl ag from in front of the station and set 
it on fi re, the LAPD reported. Others in the group then spray painted anti-police slogans 
on the walls.
 Several protesters surrounded a cruiser and began hitting the vehicle and blocked it 
from driving away. The offi cers were eventually able to back out of the area.
 Anyone with information on these protesters was asked to call the LAPD’s Van Nuys 
station at 818-374-9500. Tipsters can also call Crime Stoppers at 800-222-8477.

Beverly Hills Protest
One person faces possible charges after being arrested during a rally in support of 

President Donald Trump in downtown Beverly Hills, authorities said, Aug. 30.
 The counter-protester, who opposed the roughly 100 Make America Great Again 

demonstrators, was arrested for resisting or threatening a police offi cer, according to Lt. R. 
Evans of the Beverly Hill Police Department.
 The protest, which began near Beverly Gardens Park, was temporarily moved while 
police investigated a suspicious package.
 At 3:29 p.m., Beverly Hills police urged people to avoid Santa Monica Boulevard between 
Rodeo and Crescent drives during the investigation, Evans said.
 The bomb squad determined the area was safe at about 4:30 p.m. and it was reopened to 
traffi c and protesters, he said. The exact nature of the package was not disclosed.
 Earlier in the week, 50 pro-Trump protesters left a larger gathering of people 
demonstrating for various reasons and marched to the home of Beverly Hills Mayor Lester 
Friedman on Sierra Drive, Evans said.
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Together, Let’s Save
Save Energy. Save Water. Repeat.

Need help paying your bill?
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or call 1-800-DIAL-DWP. 

As the weather heats up, and you’re staying 
safe at home, we have lots of ways to help 
you stay cool and save on your electricity 
and water costs. ladwp.com/save.

Free showerheads and faucet aerators, and cash 
back on water-saving devices and appliances.

Save Water

Take 5 minute showers.
Run full loads of laundry.
Check and fi x leaks.
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window A/C’s and more!

Save Energy

Set thermostat at 78°.
Close blinds or curtains.
Run major appliances at night.

LAUSD Proposes 
$7 Billion 

Bond Measure, 
but No Reform

By Jack Humphreville

CITY WATCH LA  -  Just what we need.  Another controversial 
measure on the already crowded November ballot that has twelve 
statewide propositions, many of which are very high profi le, and 

one measure from the County to cut the Sheriff’s budget. 
 Now the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District has decided to add to 
the confusion with a ballot measure to authorize $7 billion of bonds, 
which, if approved by 55% of the voters, will “provide funds to upgrade, 
modernize, and replace aging and deteriorating school facilities, update 
technology, and address  facilities inequities.”

 SCHOOL UPGRADES AND SAFETY MEASURE: 
 To update classrooms/labs/technology for 21st century learning; implement 
COVID-19 facility safety standards; address school facility inequities; reduce 
asbestos, earthquake and water quality hazards; and replace/renovate aging school 
classrooms/buildings, shall Los Angeles Unifi ed School District’s measure be adopted 
authorizing $7,000,000,000 in bonds at legal rates, levying approximately $0.02174 
per $100 of assessed valuation, generating an estimated $329,528,000 annually 
until approximately 2055, with independent audits, citizens’ oversight, no funds for 
administrative salaries? 
 
    *  *  *

On June 4, 2019, the 54% of the voters rejected Measure EE, the $500 million parcel 
tax placed on the ballot by the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District.  This was in spite 
of the support of the political establishment and an $8 million war chest.  
 On March 3, 2020, 53% of California voters rejected Proposition 13, a measure that 
would have authorized $15 billion in bonds for preschools, K-12 schools, universities, 
and community colleges.  This was the fi rst time since 1994 that Californians rejected 
a school bond. Again, this measure had the support of the political establishment and 
its $13 million war chest.   
 Unfortunately, LAUSD does not appear to have learned anything from these two 
rejected ballot measures. 
 Once again, LAUSD is rushing to the ballot at the last minute without giving the 
public the opportunity to provide input or adequate time to make a reasoned decision. 
This rush to ballot was major factor contributing to the rejection of Measure EE. 
 One of the loud and clear messages from the rejection of Measure EE last year 
was that LAUSD needed to embrace reform of its governance, operations, personnel 
policies, and fi nances. 
 Many Angelenos feel that the District is unaccountable to its stakeholders, including 

the students who are not getting the kind of education that is necessary in our evolving 
economy, parents, potential employers, and the general public. In other words, we need 
independent oversight of the ineffi cient LAUSD that is now controlled by the political 
establishment and its domineering union.  
 LAUSD has also failed to downsize its bureaucracy as its student population has 
declined by a third because of lower birth rates, the fl ight to higher performing charter 
schools, and families moving to better school districts.  To the contrary, the size of the 
bureaucracy has increased. 
 The School District has failed to reform its personnel policies relating the evaluation 
of teachers.  Rather than relying on merit, promotions and assignments are based on 
tenure and seniority.  And there is also the limited ability to dismiss an underperforming 
teacher or one that has exhibited inappropriate behavior. 
 The District’s fi nances are a mess.  There is a Structural Defi cit and a river of red ink.  
The unfunded retirement liabilities are in the range of $19 billion while bond indebtedness 
is around $11 billion.  All this requires that LAUSD develop a long-term fi nancial plan 
that it is willing to share with the public.  
 Over the next weeks, we will review, analyze, and comment on this $7 billion bond 
measure and its impact on taxpayers.  At the same time, LAUSD will be spending $12 
to $14 million to place this measure on the ballot and another $1 million to undertake 
“an informational, non-advocacy, civic engagement effort” to provide “non-biased 
information” to voters. 
 But will LAUSD address student outcomes as well as its governance, operations, 
personnel policies, and fi nances and the need for reforms in these informational meetings? 
Don’t hold your breath.

 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch. He is the President of the DWP 
Advocacy Committee and is the Budget and DWP representative for the Greater Wilshire 
Neighborhood Council.  He is a Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate.  He can be reached 
at:  lajack@gmail.com.) 
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That’s what the Providence and Cedars-Sinai partnership brings to the 

Valley. And with the major enhancement and expansion of Tarzana 

Medical Center, Valley residents will have an ultramodern health care 

campus close to home that offers the most advanced treatments and labs, 

and a broader range of expert, high-tech services. We look forward to 

caring for our communities far into the future while maintaining the 

legacy of compassion that is unique to both Providence and Cedars-Sinai.

As much heart 
as high-tech.

providencecedars-sinaitarzana.org/future
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Why I’m Canceling 
Baseball and the

NBA in 2020
By Daniel Guss

C ITY WATCH LA - I believe in the phrase when in Rome, do as the Romans do.
But I also believe that even the Romans had their tipping points, which is why I am 
tuning out Major League Baseball (MLB) and the National Basketball Association 

(NBA) for 2020 and perhaps beyond. 
 This time last year, our group had phenomenal seats to see the Dodgers take on the 
visiting New York Yankees in what was certain to be a preview of the 2019 World Series, 
which ultimately featured neither team. 
 We were just twenty rows off of the field between home plate and third base. The 
infuriating part wasn’t the breathtakingly expensive tickets from our friends who have had 
them for decades. It wasn’t the VIP parking which provides us the “luxury” of a lengthy 
hike to our awesome seats from the distant outfield of Dodger Stadium. And it wasn’t the 
$17 for 24 ounces of canned, imported beer (conveniently sold seat-side with a credit card 
swipe) which sells for $3.50 at the store; a 500% mark-up over retail, let alone wholesale! 
Even the sufficiently tasty but offensively priced meatless hot dog worked quite well for a 
warm, summer evening.   
 No, what was infuriating was that it was MLB’s utterly moronic “Players Weekend” 
where the players we came to see battle it out wore mind-bogglingly idiotic monochromatic 
uniforms which, in a cavernous stadium, made it impossible to see the players’ names and 
uniform numbers. For the Dodgers, it was white lettering and white uniform numbers on 
white jerseys and black on black for the Yankees. You literally couldn’t tell who was who in 
this self-defeating money-grub by billionaire owners and millionaire players. 
 Fortunately, we had a stats-obsessed 12-year old in front of us who, when I asked who 
just made a great play in the Dodger outfield replied without missing a beat, “that’s A.J. 
Pollock.” 
 Compared to this disastrous 2020 season, last summer was the good old days. 
 Other than December 21, when the winter days start getting longer on their march 
toward the spring, what snaps me out of the winter doldrums is the news that pitchers and 
catchers are reporting to spring training. It’s a sign of good things, like warmer days and 
optimism, around the corner.
 Major League Baseball’s 2020 season didn’t get off to a timely start because it coincided 
with the COVID-19 outbreak in the spring. Then, as the owners and players argued over 
how long the season should be, and how to make up for the lost ticket and concession sales, 
they lost sight of their sole obligation to us, which is to take our mind off of the unprecedented 
problems the rest of us are enduring. 
 When MLB finally got its act together and started playing in mid-summer, it was with 
cardboard cutouts of fake spectators placed in empty stadium seats, with fake crowd cheers 
insultingly reminding us that a home run is a good thing and other ruses that even Gaius 
Julius Caesar wouldn’t accept as reality. 
 Major League Baseball hasn’t been the same since it confirmed that the Houston 
Astros were caught red-handed cheating the Dodgers in the 2017 World Series but refused 
to strip the franchise of its title and leave it vacant for that season. It makes you wonder why 
it hasn’t pardoned storied baseball cheats of yore like Pete Rose, Shoeless Joe Jackson and 
steroid era players. 
 While Major League Baseball struggled to start its 2020 season, the NBA season 
which starts in the fall came to a grinding halt when the pandemic hit and keeps struggling 
mightily to restart it in the quarantine bubble at Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida, 
where its wealthy players are accustomed to five-star hotels, privately owned team jets and 
real fans cheering them on. 
 Last month, LA Laker’s star LeBron James led a near-revolt to cancel the NBA season 
due to ongoing social unrest stemming from the American struggle of cops killing Black 
men, the resulting rioting and violence toward people who had nothing to do with those 
killings, and politicians of every orientation framing the situation to suit their party’s point 
of view. While it is incredibly noble for players to stand up against societal wrongs, I also 
suspect some players simply want out of the NBA quarantine to get on with a relaxing 
summer, which is normally their off-season. 
 Twenty-four hours later, with counseling from President Barack Obama, LeBron 
changed course and decided not to call for the cancelation of the season. 
 And that’s when I decided that, for me, enough was enough of both leagues; I was 
canceling all of them until their next regular seasons begin, at minimum. 
 Who needs this? Who needs to be lectured to by athletes and celebrities living fantasy 
lives, even if they have the noblest of intentions? One day they play, decide to not play the 
next, and then okay, we’ll play.  
 I’m done with it. Sports have become less relevant because they seek to be more than 
the pleasurable life distraction they are inherently designed to be, thus I am launching a 
boycott of one. I won’t watch whatever these leagues put forth as fake seasons. I won’t 
watch the charade of a World Series if and when one takes place. And neither will I watch 
a minute of the NBA season and playoffs. 
 The National Football League kicks off with two brand new stadiums in Los Angeles 
and Las Vegas which may or may not have fans in them. And we still need a steady, reliable 
distraction. 
 Let’s hope the NFL gets it right and plays a full season designed solely to take our minds 
off of the pandemic, social unrest, and presidential election. 
 The moment the NFL gets political is the moment this Roman tunes out again.
 
 (Daniel Guss, MBA, was nominated for a 2020 Los Angeles Press Club journalism award 
for Best Political Commentary. His opinions are his own and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of CityWatch.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

On Its 85th Anniversary, No 
Politician Should Be Allowed 

to Scrap Social Security
By Max Richtman

C ITY WATCH LA -  When President Franklin Roosevelt signed Social Security into law 85 
years ago today, he expressed hope that the program would offer Americans a “measure of 
protection” from the “hazards and vicissitudes of life.”

 True to FDR’s vision, Social Security has protected workers from some of the costliest 
hazards and vicissitudes of life -- including loss of income from retirement, disability, and 
the death of a family breadwinner. This year, though, Americans have faced “hazards and 
vicissitudes” unseen for one hundred years -- a deadly global pandemic and the resulting 
economic fallout, as Social Security continues to provide basic financial security to 68 million 
Americans during this tumultuous time, the program itself needs protection. Not only are Social 
Security’s resources strained by the pandemic; the program’s opponents seek to undermine 
and eventually dismantle it amid a national crisis.  
 Social Security is more crucial today than ever before. Employer-provided pensions have 
all but disappeared. Income inequality rages. Retirement savings are historically low while the 
cost of growing old has soared. Most seniors depend on Social Security for the majority of their 
income.  Without Social Security, 40% of elderly Americans would live in poverty. 
 “FDR famously said that ‘no damn politician can ever scrap my Social Security program’ 
because it is an earned benefit funded by the workers themselves. But he may not have 
anticipated a reckless president with a complete disregard for precedent, unconstrained by 
traditional guardrails, and influenced by a well-funded right-wing movement committed to 
subverting the signature program of the New Deal.” 
 Now COVID is endangering seniors’ lives and their financial security. Fortunately, Social 
Security was designed for exactly the kind of “hazards and vicissitudes” the pandemic presents. 
Breadwinners newly disabled by COVID are turning to Social Security to keep their families 
afloat. When beneficiaries die from the virus, their dependents can count on the financial lifeline 
of survivors’ benefits.  
 At the same time, analysts have rightly pointed out that the surge in Social Security 
claims from the pandemic may strain Social Security’s finances at a time when the system is 
already fiscally challenged.  Without a boost from Congress, Social Security’s trust fund will 
be exhausted by 2035, after which the program will still pay nearly 80% of benefits (an outcome 
no one who supports Social Security wants). We have endorsed landmark legislation from Rep. 
John Larson to keep Social Security fully solvent for the rest of this century while boosting 
benefits, mostly by demanding that the wealthy pay their fair share into the system like everyone 
else. (Payroll contributions are currently capped at $137,700 in income, leaving trillions of 
dollars in untapped revenue that Social Security sorely needs.)  
 Unfortunately, so-
called “entitlement 
reformers” want 
beneficiaries -- some of our 
most vulnerable citizens -- to 
bear the brunt of shoring up 
Social Security›s finances. 
Even as Social Security 
proves itself as a financial 
safety net in a time of crisis, 
conservatives continue to 
agitate for benefit cuts, 

(Continued on page 7)
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Supervisors Fined, No Jail

Election Corruption 
Demands Real
Consequences

By Jack Humphreville

CITY WATCH LA - The courts have ruled “use of the public treasury to mount an 
election campaign which attempts to influence the resolution of issues which our 
Constitution leaves to the ‘free election’ of the people … presents a serious threat to 

the integrity of the electoral process.” 
 The Fair Political Practices Commission (“FPPC”) has approved a $1.35 million 
settlement with the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors over the County’s illegal 
use of almost $1 million in County funds to promote Measure H, the March 2017 ballot 
measure to increase our sales tax by ¼% to fund services for the homeless. Measure H, the 
Sales Tax for Homeless Services and Prevention, was approved by over 69% of the voters, 
exceeding the two-thirds requirement for approval. 
 Of the $1.35 million that will paid by the County and its taxpayers, $600,000 will go 
to the State, $150,000 will pay for legal fees of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association 
(“HJTA”) which filed the civil lawsuit, and $600,000 to HJTA to establish its Public Integrity 
Project that will “provide an additional enforcement tool against the illegal expenditures of 
public funds.” 
 This settlement, over three years after the fact, is barely a slap on the wrist and will do 
little to deter the illegal use of government funds. 
 For openers, this fine should not be paid by the County and its taxpayers, but by 
the Supervisors personally who engaged in this illegal behavior that was orchestrated by 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, a candidate for the Los Angeles City Council. 
 The Supervisors should also face criminal charges for their intentional malfeasance 
with the possibility of jail time as well as substantial fines.  
 Finally, while it is impossible to determine the impact of the illegal expenditures on the 
election outcome, the election results are tainted and should be declared null and void. 
 Unfortunately, the election corruption associated with Measure H is not an isolated 
incident.  The FPPC is investigating the County’s illegal use of public funds to promote the 
passage of Measure W in November of 2018, a $300 million a year parcel tax to fund the 
County’s stormwater capture program.  This parcel tax was approved by 69% of the voters. 
 There were also allegations that Metro used public funds to promote Measure M, a 
ballot measure approved by 71% of the voters in 2016 that raised our sales tax by ½% to 
finance Metro’s ambitious transportation program.  
 And now the Los Angeles Unified School District, in connection with its November 
ballot measure to authorize $7 billion in bonds, is considering spending approximately $1 
million to undertake “an informational, non-advocacy, civic engagements effort” to provide 
“non-biased information” to voters.  
 Some will say that personal liability, criminal charges, and voiding/overturning a 
ballot measure approved by the voters is overkill.  But in this time of pay-to-play corruption 
and election shenanigans, many will say that our politicians and their cronies need to realize 
that there are real consequences for their malfeasance.
   (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)
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CD12 Offers Fresh Meals 
to Unhoused Residents of

the Valley
I have joined with community partners, the Rotary Club of Granada Hills and the non-

profit homeless outreach ministry About My Father’s Business to launch Lunches with 
Love – a meal delivery program for individuals experiencing homelessness in the north-

west San Fernando Valley. The pilot program aims to enlist the help of everyday residents 
to serve those experiencing homelessness and let them know they are not invisible or for-
gotten. Initially, Lunches with Love will provide care packages twice a month consisting of 
fresh, wholesome meals, hygiene kits along with a personal message of hope from the donor.
 I have always been impressed by the engagement and generosity shown by the Council 
District 12 community and this is but another example of community members stepping 
up to serve in a time of great need. I am especially grateful to Laine Caspi with the Rotary 
Club of Granada Hills and Pastor Kathy Huck with About My Father’s Business for their 
passion to serve our most vulnerable population, and their willingness to partner with my 
office to bring this program to fruition.
 At last month’s inaugural meal distribution, representatives from the participating 
community organizations brought lunches from their congregants/members to the Council 
District 12 Community Service Center where they were sorted for distribution. Hygiene 
kits and hand washing kits were also added to the care package. Once the lunches were 
sorted by category (meat, vegetarian, etc.), homeless outreach coordinator Kathy Huck 
grouped them by geographic location focusing on hotspots throughout our community. 
 Mobilizing local Valley residents and community organizations is critical to the 
long-term sustainability of this program. I am pleased to share that the following Valley 
organizations and their members have already committed their support for this new Twelfth 
District program: The Church at Rocky Peak, United Methodist Church of Chatsworth, 
Shepherd Church, Shomrei Torah Synagogue, Temple Ahavat Shalom, North Valley 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, Chatsworth Kiwanis, Northridge Kiwanis, Get Together 
Foundation, Giving From the Heart Foundation, and Granada Hills Woman’s Club. 
Lunches with Love also received a generous $5,000 community grant from the Southern 
California Gas Company (SoCalGas), which will be used to purchase coolers and wagons 
to transport the meals to unhoused residents. 
 Individuals and organizations interested in volunteering with the Lunches with Love 
program should call 818-882-1212 or email ron.rubine@lacity.org.
 - John Lee, Councilman

such as raising the Social Security retirement age to 69 or 70 (even though many older citizens 
cannot continue working that long) or reducing cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) that 
don›t even keep up with seniors› true expenses as it is. But some on the right want to go much 
further.  And President Trump has surrounded himself with them. 
 The most glaring example is the President’s unilateral (and possibly unconstitutional) 
action to defer the payroll taxes that fund Social Security through the end of the year. This 
could cost the program over $300 billion in lost revenue, plus, the interest it would have 
earned. Upon announcing this executive order, the President promised to “terminate” payroll 
taxes if re-elected. That would either bankrupt Social Security or force dependence on general 
revenue, which would destroy the program›s worker-funded nature and open it up to benefit 
cuts in the name of deficit reduction.  
 The Trump administration’s campaign against Social Security did not start with the 
payroll tax cut. Each of the President’s annual budgets have called for deep cuts to Social 
Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), with then-budget director Mick Mulvaney claiming with 
a straight face that SSDI is not “part of Social Security.”  The administration has changed the 
rules to make it harder for disabled Americans to continue collecting benefits and attempted 
to replace the administrative law judges who decide the fate of workers› disability appeals 
with partisan political appointees.  
 Social Security is still enormously popular with the public. Poll after poll shows that 
Americans across party lines want to see Social Security protected, not cut, privatized, or 
compromised. In a recent survey of our own membership, 88% of respondents opposed 
cutting payroll taxes for Coronavirus relief.
 On this anniversary, we must renew our commitment to preserving and expanding Social 
Security in the face of these relentless efforts to undermine it. Fortunately, the broader public—
those who paid for, depend on, and cherish their earned benefits -- have an opportunity to elect 
new leaders who will protect seniors, the disabled, and their loved ones against the “hazards 
and vicissitudes” of life that President Roosevelt understood so well.
  
 (Max Richtman is president and CEO of the National Committee to Preserve Social Security 
and Medicare. He is former staff director at the United States Senate Special Committee on 
Aging. This piece appeared in Common Dreams.) Prepped for CityWatch by Linda Abrams.

Social Security
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LA and the Missing Mayor
By Mac Shorty

CITY WATCH LA - This month marks seven years of Eric Garcetti’s reign as mayor. Those seven years have left many 
Angelinos hard-pressed to name even a single aspect of our civic life that has improved.
 Most recently, Mr. Garcetti has blundered his way through the COVID-19 response. He has pared back on testing sites 

and slots, ignored the plight of low-income communities, and threatened already hurting job creators.  
 The resulting devastation has hit minority communities the hardest. These human beings are not statistics to me. I have 
seen single mothers cast from their jobs like disposable goods. I have had children come to me asking if their futures will ever 
recover.
 I assure them they will. But Mayor Garcetti threatens my ability to keep that promise to those in our community who are 
concerned about their future.
 His mismanagement of the pandemic has only magnifi ed his other failures. Under his watch, homelessness in Los Angeles 
has increased by 75%. Tonight, over 16,000 Angelinos will go to sleep in their cars, and more than 42,000 will have no shelter 
at all. On the streets, they will face hell on earth. 
 A UN report compared Skid Row’s conditions to a Syrian refugee camp. It is a scene of rodents crawling in gutters and 
raw sewage fl owing into storm drains. Public health experts have pointed to the sanitation impact itself as grounds for a public 
health emergency. It’s no wonder that the death toll for the homeless has spiked 76% in the last fi ve years. One homelessness 
expert says a leading cause of death is hyperthermia from exposure to the elements.
 Meanwhile, Mr. Garcetti goes to sleep in his plush taxpayer funded mansion and rents out his personal home for $5,000 
a month. He travels the country seeking to prop up a future career in higher offi ce. In one 12-month stretch, he spent 112 
days—more than 30 percent of his time—away from LA. 
 With him so removed from the crisis, is anyone surprised that his remedies have failed?
 So-called “Project Roomkey,” which was supposed to allow homeless individuals to stay in vacant hotel and motel rooms, 
was dead on arrival. So was his promise to build housing for the homeless through Measure HHH. Four years after voters 
approved $1.2 billion to build 10,000 units, less than 50 units have been completed. Meanwhile, astronomical development 
costs have cut the number of units promised from 10,000 to 6,000.
 Where he has failed in the temporary fi x of housing, he has also failed in the long-term cure of job creation. Mr. Garcetti 
has all but dropped his promise to eliminate the city’s business tax, even though job creators say it is the chief reason they 
won’t come to LA.
 Adding to our fi scal problems, Mr. Garcetti has made no attempt to control the rising costs of pension benefi ts. The result 
has been cuts in services and decaying infrastructure, including horrifi c traffi c and a deteriorating subway system. Spending on 
pension and retirement benefi ts for city workers now consumes 20 percent of the general fund—four times what it did in 2002. 
 While these problems fester, an ongoing, FBI-led corruption probe will likely distract our missing mayor. The LA 
Times reported that the ongoing FBI investigation into City Councilman Jose Huizar has expanded to include “current and 
former members of Garcetti’s administration.”
 Through cronyism, neglect, and absenteeism, Mayor Garcetti has made the disparities of Los Angeles worse than ever. 
People are now pouring into the streets—sometimes to protest, sometimes to live in tents, sometimes to die.
 That is why some Angelenos are advocating for his recall, because they believe it is the only way to secure the new 
beginning we so desperately need.
 There is a virus ravaging Los Angeles, and it won’t be cured by Eric Garcetti. Together, let’s set Los Angeles on a new, 
united path.

(Mac Shorty is a former Methodist minister, former vice chair of the Watts, Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, and founder 
of the community repower movement) Posted fi rst at Townhall.com.

Trump, always infuriated by criticism, has called for columnists who disparage him to be fi red, hecklers at his rallies to 
be beaten up, and TV stations to lose their licenses if they run ads vilifying his handling of the pandemic — calls routinely 
amplifi ed on social media by tens of thousands of his followers.
 When a Babson College professor joked that Iran ought to bomb “sites of beloved American cultural heritage” like 
the Mall of America and the Kardashian residence, a right-wing website launched a campaign that got him fi red.
 The new Cato survey found that more than one in fi ve Americans (22 percent) would support fi ring a business executive 
who donated money to Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential campaign, while 31 percent would be OK with fi ring someone 
who gave money to Trump’s re-election campaign. The urge to ostracize or penalize unwelcome views isn’t restricted to 
just one end of the spectrum.
 Americans’ right to free speech is shielded by the Constitution to a degree unmatched anywhere else. But our First 
Amendment guarantees will prove impotent if the habit of free speech is lost. For generations, Americans were raised to 
see debate as legitimate, desirable, and essential to democratic health. They quoted Voltaire’s (apocryphal) aphorism: 
“I disapprove of what you say, but will defend to the death your right to say it.” Editors, publishers, satirists, and civil 
libertarians took to heart the dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who wrote that “the principle 
of free thought” is meant to enshrine “not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we 
hate.”
 But that principle has been turned on its head. The “thought that we hate” is not tolerated but stifl ed. It is reviled as 
taboo, forbidden to be uttered. Anyone expressing it may be accused not just of giving offense, but of literally endangering 
those who disagree. And even if only some people lose their careers or reputations for saying something “wrong,” countless 
others get the chilling message.
 “And so dread settles in,” writes journalist Emily Yoffe. “Challenging books go untaught. Deep conversations are not 
had. Friendships are not formed. Classmates and colleagues eye each other with suspicion.”
 And 62 percent of Americans fear to express what they think.
 The speaker in Norman Rockwell’s painting may have had something unpopular to say, but neither he nor his 
neighbors had any doubt that it was appropriate for him to say it. Now, such doubt is everywhere, and freedom of speech 
has never been more threatened.

Fear of Speech Replacing Freedom of Speech

A Hard Truth Backed by Both 
Libs and Conservatives

By Larry Elder

America has witnessed months of civil unrest in cities around America following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 
Many of the protesters decry income and net worth “inequality.”
 But the most serious “inequality” is the unequal percentage of fathers in Black households, a phenomenon that has 

been encouraged by government policies that normalize and reward out-of-wedlock births.
 In 1965, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who was assistant secretary of Labor to President Lyndon B. Johnson, published 
“The Negro Family: The Case for National Action.”
 At that time, 25% of Blacks were born outside of wedlock, a number that this former adviser to President John F. 
Kennedy, future adviser to President Richard Nixon, future U.S. ambassador and future Democratic senator from New York 
said was catastrophic to the Black community.
 Moynihan wrote: “A community that allows a large number of young men to grow up in broken homes, dominated by 
women, never acquiring any stable relationship to male authority, never acquiring any rational expectations about the future 
— that community asks for and gets chaos. Crime, violence, unrest, unrestrained lashing out at the whole social structure — 
that is not only to be expected, it is very near to inevitable.”
 Moynihan, according to his daughter, “was crucified by the left,” many of whom considered the book racist. Maura 
Moynihan said: “To this day members of the New York and DC elite insult and attack me at cocktail parties for being his 
daughter.” But since the publication of her father’s controversial report, the percent of Black children entering the world 
without a father in the home has almost tripled.
 One of the most prominent, if not the most prominent, liberal think tanks in America is the Brookings Institute. On the 
right, one of the most prominent, if not the most prominent, conservative think tanks is the Heritage Foundation. Yet despite 
their ideological differences, they agree on America’s most important domestic issue: Fathers matter.
 In 2015, Isabel V. Sawhill, a senior fellow at Brookings, wrote “Purposeful Parenthood” and said:
 “The effects on children of the increase in single parents is no longer much debated. They do less well in school, are less 
likely to graduate, and are more likely to be involved in crime, teen pregnancy, and other behaviors that make it harder to 
succeed in life. Not every child raised by a single parent will suffer from the experience, but, on average, a lone parent has 
fewer resources — both time and money — with which to raise a child. Poverty rates for single-parent families are five times 
those for married-parent families. ... The growth of such families since 1970 has increased the overall child poverty rate by 
about 5 percentage points (from 20 to 25 percent). ...
 “Recent research suggests that boys are indeed more affected than girls by the lack of a male role model in the family. 
If true, this sets the stage for a cycle of poverty in which mother-headed families produce boys who go on to father their own 
children outside marriage.”
 In 2014, Brookings also published “The Unequal Burden of Crime and Incarceration on America’s Poor” by former 
Brookings expert Benjamin H. Harris and nonresident senior fellow Melissa Kearney. They wrote: “(F)or an African 
American child whose father does not have a high school diploma, there is roughly a 50 percent chance that his or her father 
will be in prison by the time of the child’s fourteenth birthday. That so many of our nation’s children — poor, minority 
children, in particular — grow up with an incarcerated parent makes their chances of success that much harder.”
 Robert Rector, a senior research fellow at the conservative Heritage Foundation, wrote in 2012 “Marriage: America’s 
Greatest Weapon Against Child Poverty,” in which he made the same case as did the researchers from Brookings: “Child 
poverty is an ongoing national concern, but few are aware of its principal cause: the absence of married fathers in the home. 
According to the U.S. Census, the poverty rate for single parents with children in the United States in 2009 was 37.1 percent. 
The rate for married couples with children was 6.8 percent. Being raised in a married family reduced a child’s probability of 
living in poverty by about 82 percent.
 “Some of this difference in poverty is due to the fact that single parents tend to have less education than married couples, 
but even when married couples are compared to single parents with the same level of education, the married poverty rate will 
still be more than 75 percent lower. Marriage is a powerful weapon in fighting poverty. In fact, being married has the same 
effect in reducing poverty that adding five to six years to a parent’s level of education has.”
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Here Come the Dumbest Presidential 
Debates in History

By Jeff Jacoby

In the Great 2020 Presidential Debate, each side’s motives are obvious.
 For months, Donald Trump’s campaign has been calling for more than the three scheduled televised face-offs with Joe 
Biden. It’s no mystery why: Trump is behind in the polls, and candidates who are in trouble want more chances to rally 

support.
 But Trump’s staffers pretend to have more high-minded considerations: The only reason they want the debate calendar 
expanded, Trump campaign manager Bill Stepien insisted, is because early voting will have started in 16 states by Sept. 29, 
when the first debate is scheduled. “That’s a concern to me,” he piously intoned.
 In Camp Biden, meanwhile, a rising chorus is urging there be no debates at all. “Whatever you do, don’t debate Trump,” 
former White House Press Secretary Joe Lockhart bluntly advised Biden. Democratic strategist Zac Petkanas agreed, 
tweeting: “Biden shouldn’t feel obligated to throw Trump a lifeline by granting him any debates.”
 In his New York Times column, Thomas Friedman argued that Biden should avoid the debate stage unless Trump agrees 
in advance to release his tax returns and allow “a real-time fact-checking team” to play a role in any televised encounter.
 What really worries Biden’s boosters, it’s safe to assume, is that the former vice president increasingly struggles to express 
himself when speaking extemporaneously, and is apt to come across as flustered and defensive in any debate with Trump. That 
explains why Biden has agreed to so few unscripted TV interviews, and why he lashes out at suggestions that he take a cognitive 
test. But what the Biden advocates claim to be concerned about is that Trump will ruin any debates by deliberately telling lies, 
making it a waste of Biden’s time to appear with him on TV.
 -  Jewish World Review
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