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More Opposition To Aliso
Canyon
Gas Facility Expansion

en. Henry Stern, D-Calabasas, wrote to the California Public Utilities Commission to
oppose a plan under consideration to expand the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Facility’s
storage capacity, and to support calls to shutter the facility.
The Los Angeles City Council and many members of the public have called for the
closure of the Southern California Gas Co. facility, which in the fall of 2015 began leaking
about 97,100 metric tons of methane and 7,300 metric tons of ethane, resulting in serious
environmental damage. Gov. Gavin Newsom has not delivered on his promise to close the
facility.
``To increase storage levels when the actual pursuit is to seek the expedited closure of the
Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility is to turn one’s back on the real issue and ignore
the relevancy of recent climate and energy actions meant to reduce our dependence on fossil
fuels,’’ Stern wrote.
Stern called the potential gas storage expansion ``unwise and unsafe’’ and added that
``all other alternatives and options must be fully explored to ensure natural gas storage levels
are not increased.’’
``Anything else sends absolutely the wrong signal given the concerns of the communities
impacted by the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility and in meeting the state’s climate
goals,’’ he said. ``The public and environmental health and safety risks to the community can
only be fully addressed by the facility’s closure.’’
The California Public Utilities Commission did not immediately respond for a statement
in response to the letter.
On Aug. 5, people affiliated with Food & Water Watch called into the commission
meeting to oppose the expansion plan.
``The California Public Utilities Commission has failed frontline communities for
too long, prioritizing profit-seeking utility interests over public health and environmental
justice,’’ said Food & Water Watch California Director Alexandra Nagy.
``SoCalGas is requesting more storage capacity after the country’s most catastrophic gas
blowout ... The CPUC has a clear opportunity to show its commitment to the public health
of California residents by breaking this allegiance and denying SoCalGas’ expansion of Aliso
Canyon, ordering an Environmental Impact Review for its expansion of an unnecessary gas
compressor in Ventura, and beginning the transition to public power by disciplining and
dismantling PG&E.’’
The gas leak was discovered by SoCalGas employees at the underground storage facility
in the Santa Susana Mountains near Porter Ranch in October 2015 and continued emanating
methane until February 2016. Thousands of residents in the northwest San Fernando Valley
were forced out of their homes for months due to the leak and public schools in the area were
closed to protect children and staff.
Limited operations resumed in late July 2017 with the blessing of state regulators.
Efforts by Los Angeles County officials to block the resumed operations failed in court.
According to a report commissioned by the CPUC and the state Department of
Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources, the leak was caused by
microbial corrosion of a well casing, and SoCalGas did not conduct detailed follow-up
inspections of analyses after previous leaks.
The report identified more than 60 casing leaks at Aliso Canyon prior to the 20152016 leak, going back to the 1970s, but said no failure investigations were conducted by the
utility, which ``lacked any form of risk assessment focused on well integrity management
and lacked systematic practices of external corrosion protection and a real-time, continuous
pressure monitoring system for well surveillance.’’

Time To Overturn
Roe v. Wade?

By Star Parker
(Editor’s note: On Sept. 1 the Supreme Court, in a similar case in Texas, rejected a request
to block enforcement that bans all abortions. Abortion providers say it will bar at least 85% of
abortions in the state).
n May, the Supreme Court put abortion on the docket for its upcoming session by agreeing
to hear Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization.
The high court’s decision to hear this case registered on the seismometer of every American
that carefully follows the abortion issue. It means that Roe v. Wade, which has defined abortion
reality in the country since 1973, is open to review and could be overturned.
The Mississippi law in question, which bans abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy, was
struck down by an appeals court in 2019. The state then appealed to the Supreme Court.
Last month, Mississippi’s attorney general submitted its brief to the Supreme Court.
A central point of contention will be the issue of viability. Viability — the point at which the
unborn child can survive outside of the womb — has been the legal criterion for drawing the
line beyond which a woman’s alleged right to destroy the child within her is no longer assumed.
Given that viability is assumed to occur at 24 weeks, the 15-week provision of the Mississippi
law upends this standard.
The Mississippi attorney general questions the relevance of the viability standard,
challenging particularly that there is any basis for it in the Constitution.
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(Continued on page 3)

Who’s Really to Blame
for Afghanistan?

A

By Neil Patel

s the world watched in horror, the leaders of history’s mightiest country begged a
terrorist group not to harm defenseless Americans left in a crumbling, trillion-dollar
trap of our own design.
Considering we hold all the receipts, it’s worth asking how we got here. The main
problem, of course, is President Joe Biden’s botched withdrawal. It’s scary that the people
running our country can be that incompetent.
Pulling out American troops before the safe withdrawal of American citizens would be
a hilarious concept if it weren’t what actually happened. Leaving sophisticated American
military technology for these terrorists is equally mind-boggling.
If America has any hope of moving beyond its current depressed state, we each need to
look introspectively at the role we have had in our own decline. In Afghanistan, as with most
issues, there’s plenty of blame to go around.
The two opposite sides of the Afghanistan debate are the nation-building crowd and
the “no forever wars” crowd. Biden’s blunder aside, there are questions each side should be
asking themselves that they probably aren’t.
First, those who pushed for nation building in Afghanistan should explain how the past
20 years were worth the money and, more importantly, the lost lives. After 9/11, America
had a right, even an obligation, to target al-Qaida and remove the Taliban government that
supported it. However, the failed democracy-building exercise in the wake of that justified
action cost too much money and left too many American soldiers killed and injured. It was
never going to work.
On the other extreme is the crowd railing against “forever wars.” After the blunders
in both Iraq and Afghanistan, most Americans want a reduced role overseas. The risk is
that the reaction to excessive American interventionism is excessive American isolationism.
The post-World War II era, defined by muscular U.S. leadership and advanced U.S. troop
deployment in many places around the world, has been successful by historic standards. The
world is always a mess. But you can’t look at the past 70 years compared with the 70 prior
and argue that U.S. leadership hasn’t added stability and saved lives. U.S. leadership has not
been perfect, but it has been better than any other alternative.
After spending too many years, lives and dollars, the U.S. war in Afghanistan largely
ended during the Trump administration. Since then, we have had a very small number of
U.S. troops involved primarily in advisory and coordinating roles. This doesn’t excuse the
years of mistakes or make the losses worthwhile, but the gains were worth preserving. In
the past year or so, the situation in Afghanistan had largely stabilized with as few as 2,500
American troops on the ground. The Afghan army that the U.S. trained, the one that folded
like a tent once we withdrew, was largely able to hold its own with guidance, coordination and
leadership from the U.S. They had serious issues with corruption and leadership, but their
biggest problem was their complete dependence on U.S. technology.
The U.S. has thousands of troops stationed all over the world. Europe is still full of U.S.
troops. Parts of Asia are as well. Yet nobody is claiming World War II or the Korean War
are forever wars. When did zero American troops on the ground become the standard, and
is that a standard we really want? Those are questions the “no forever wars” crowd needs to
answer.
If we could have held a small base in Afghanistan and kept 2,000 troops as advisers to
hold off the Taliban, would that have been better than what we have now? On the flip side, if
we do face a renewed terrorist threat in Afghanistan after full U.S. withdrawal, are we going
to be able to counter it effectively? Will cruise missiles from thousands of miles away really be
enough? We can’t fly our bombers over without risking conflict with a neighboring country.
None of that is easy.
History is often a series of corrections turning into overcorrections. The reality is that
neither side is 100% right or wrong. The U.S. needs to act with far more caution and respect
for the American people’s hard-earned tax dollars, the lives of the soldiers we put in danger
and the difficulty of entanglements overseas.
(Continued on page 8)

“Arise From Your
Slumber!” A Call for
the Jewish New Year

R

By Rabbi Becky Hoffman,
Temple Ahavat Shalom

osh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, begins on Monday, September 6th at
sundown.  We celebrate the secular new year with good food and parties.  
For the Jewish New Year, we celebrate with good food and reflection.  
The Jewish tradition recognizes that we are in a moment of transition. These
transition points call on us to reflect on where we were and where we are going.  
It is an opportunity to realign ourselves with the vision of who we want to be.
There is another commonality between the secular and Jewish new years.
When they both happen, we make a lot of noise.   For the secular new year, it
may be fireworks, noisemakers or just calling out “Happy New Year!”  On Rosh
Hashanah, we sound the shofar.
A shofar is a ram’s horn. It is referenced in the Torah and especially referred
to at Mt. Sinai with the giving of the Ten Commandments. On Rosh Hashanah,
we are commanded to hear the sound of the shofar. There are four calls that
we hear - Tekiah (one blast), Shevarim (3 broken blasts), Teruah (11 staccato
blasts) and Tekiah Gedolah (one very long blast).  There is a very specific goal in
hearing the shofar - to wake us up from our slumber. Not actually sleeping, but
the slumber in which we find ourselves during our daily lives.  Maimonides, the
11th century philosopher, teaches us that the sound of the shofar should propel us
to “...search your deeds and repent; remember your Creator.” (Mishneh Torah,
Repentance 3:4).
It is like that scene at the beginning of the Wizard of Oz.  When Dorothy lands
in Oz, it is Glinda who walks around and sings, “Come out, come out, wherever
you are….” Slowly, cautiously, the munchkins tentatively show themselves to
awaken to a new day.  That is the same thing with Rosh Hashanah.  We enter the
day tentatively, but it is the sounding of the shofar that shocks us. It is the gentle
alarm or the soothing voice that tells us to wake up. It is the shocking alarm
clock blaring into our souls. Again, it is Maimonides who gives words to this “Arise From Your Slumber!”
We have spent so much time asleep.  Maybe it is actually sleeping, but that
idea of putting ourselves into a hibernation state where we do not pay attention
to what is happening around us or within us. Rosh Hashanah is a call to that
sleeping part of ourselves to wake up. It is an urgent call that this time cannot
wait. It has to start happening now.
This is not just a Jewish call. It is a clarion call to the world and it can be
answered at any time. It is about now. Now is the time to make a change. Now is
the time that we can start making the world a better place. The shofar awakens
that part of us where we allow procrastination and the feeling of being defeated
into our souls.
Hear the sound of the shofar. Awaken that part of you that has been waiting.
The shofar is the sound of permission to take this life, the precious gift you have
been given, and to do something with it.

Will Rick Caruso
Finally Make A Serious
Run For Office?

C

By Dennis P. Zine

ITY WATCH LA - I recently attended the League of California Cities and Board of
Directors Installation Ceremony and Dinner at the Calabasas Civic Center.
The celebration and installation of newly elected officials drew a wide range of elected
and appointed officials and community members from different cities throughout the Southern
California region. Calabasas
Mayor Janes R. Bozajian was
installed as President of the
League of California Cities, Los
Angeles County Division, at the
event.    
I ran into many former
political colleagues and friends,
including LA City Controller Ron
Galperin who has announced
he is running for the seat on the
LA County Board of Supervisors
currently held by Sheila Kuehl.
As a sidenote, Kuehl needs a map
to find her way to and around the
San Fernando Valley since she has avoided and neglected the region since elected to public office
years ago. I have a $50 bill for the first person who can send me a recent photo of themselves and
Supervisor Kuehl at a PUBLIC event held in the Los Angeles City Region of the San Fernando
Valley between January 1, 2021, thru July 31, 2021. You can email me a copy of the photo with the
event information attached to Zman8910@aol.com.
Rick Caruso -- developer, businessman, and former Police Commissioner -- addressed the
gathering and discussed his family history and success as a local businessman. The expanding
homeless population was addressed along with other serious community concerns including
crime. Mr. Caruso displayed both compassion and concern about the many critical issues facing
Los Angeles. There was a point during the presentation that questions were welcomed from the
audience. I asked him if he had any intention of running for Mayor. He was very direct in his
response, stating that HE IS CURRENTLY EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITY OF ENTERING
THE RACE for Mayor of Los Angeles. It was refreshing news for me as well as many others in
attendance. We will see what happens in the upcoming months. The mayoral election is scheduled
for November 8, 2022, with the primary scheduled for June 7, 2022.
If you have any concern about Public Safety for yourself, family, or community, LA
County DA George Gascón must be RECALLED.
I am sure most of you have already read and heard about the current RECALL campaign
of District Attorney George Gascón. The movement is continuing with thousands of signatures
being collected from those who care about being safe in Los Angeles County, including all of its 88
cities. Among them are the City of Los Angeles, Long Beach, Pasadena, Burbank, Beverly Hills,
San Fernando, Calabasas, Manhattan Beach, Santa Monica, and a host of others. The District
Attorney is responsible for the prosecution of ALL felony and some misdemeanor crimes in some
of the cities.
You can download the Recall Petition by going to www.RecallGeorgeGascon.com. Fill it out
and mail it in. It is that simple. Your safety and that of your family and friends are critical.
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The Latest LAPD Citywide Crime Profile
As if July 31, 2021, the LAPD has 9424 sworn members on the books. This is a slight increase
from the previous months. The 9424 includes all personnel working, in training, on vacation, off
sick and away for a variety of reasons. The actual number of police officers and detectives has been
reduced and many functions have either been curtailed or eliminated. The bottom line is that there
are fewer police officers on the LAPD “To Protect and Serve” all of us.      
The city budget for 2021-2022 finally took effect on July 1 and the Department is once again
hiring and filling vacancies. It will take time to show a significant increase in the number of officers
due to continuing retirements and resignations. Remember the Spinless Mayor and majority of
LA City Council members, three of which are facing voter recalls, caved in to the DEFUND the
Police movement. We are all paying the price for that foolish action with the increasing crimes of
violence that we see on our local news broadcasts. As of July 31, violent crimes are as follows:
Murders in Los Angeles are up 23.1% with 224 victims. 840 people have been shot with a
41.7% increase. Shots fired are up 42.9% with 1941 reports. I invite you to review the LAPD crime
stats that all listed on-line.
(Dennis P. Zine is a former and retired LAPD Supervisor, former and retired 12-year
Los Angeles City Councilman.) Photo: Getty, Photo illustration by the Real Deal. Edited for
CityWatch by Linda Abrams.
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One Thing
to Seek
By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford
- Shepherd of the Hills

W

hat do you desire most in life? If Aladdin’s genie were real, and you somehow
obtained his lamp, what would you wish? Many of us would request wealth, health, or
happiness—or perhaps all three! (After all, according to the classic tale, you get three
wishes, right?) However, I just want you to narrow down your number-one desire above all
other things. The truth is, your wish reveals a lot about what is inside your heart and about
what you believe is the key to you finding contentment in this world.
In Psalm 27:4, David says, “One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord,
and to seek him in his temple.” What you desire and what you seek are inextricably tied together. If you want something bad enough, you’ll seek it out. David not only desired to dwell,
to behold, and to inquire of the Lord, but he also sought after these things. Today, life offers
an abundance of pursuits that compete for your time and affection. But to draw close to God
is truly the one thing that will satisfy the soul. What are you searching the world—turning
over every rock and looking around every corner—to obtain? What is that thing you think
will satisfy you and bring you true peace and joy? Let it be God! In Jeremiah 29:11–13, God
declares that He knows the plans He has for you, and those plans are to prosper and protect
you—and to give you hope and a future.
Psalm 27 is filled with riches and wisdom as we get a glimpse of the eternal satisfaction
of David’s one thing. Within this great passage, you will find blessings beyond measure as
your desires begin to shift toward the things of God. For the purpose of this article, I’m going to highlight the first part of this passage of Scripture, which encourages us to “dwell in
the house of the Lord.” We dwell in God’s house by remaining close to Him. I believe there
are three important principles that enable us to do just that:
1. Read the Word. You become close to another person not just by being physically near them but also by spending time and talking with one another. You get to know
the person’s character and the things that make that person unique. In the same way, you

become close to God by first reading God’s Word, which is how you get to know His character,
His truth, and His will for your life. Do this daily, even if it’s just a chapter a day. Your life will
be so enriched by the treasure of God’s wisdom. His word is a light to your path (Ps. 119:105).
2. Pray. Prayer is how you communicate with God. Closeness with someone means
being open, honest, and vulnerable, so in your prayers, tell God your worries and cares. Pray
and ask Him for wisdom and guidance. Pray and ask God for forgiveness of your sins and to
help you forgive others who have sinned against you. Pray for your loved ones and even for the
difficult people in your life.
3. Connect. The next step is to become involved in the local church in order to deepen
your relationship with the Lord. The church is often called the “house of the Lord” or “God’s
house.” Why? Because it is where the family of believers gathers together to worship God.
Church is where we study the Bible and where we fellowship with one another. Hebrews 10:25
instructs us not to neglect this important habit. Even if your church is closed due to a pandemic, the brilliance of technology is that you can still stay connected with the body of believers
through your phone and the Internet. Whenever he was imprisoned—and it was quite often—
Paul stayed connected to the church by writing letters. There is really no excuse not to draw
close to God through the local church.
I hope that you are inspired by Psalm 27:4 to deepen your relationship with the Lord and
to truly make closeness with Him the one thing you desire above all else. He never disappoints!
God is good, light, and love, and He is so worthy of our awe and our devotion.
Adapted from Pastor Dudley Rutherford’s upcoming book, One Thing: Rediscover a Simple
Faith in Our Complicated World, available for preorder now on Amazon and wherever books are
sold. Pastor Dudley Rutherford is the senior pastor of Shepherd Church, which has three campuses
in the Greater Los Angeles area. You can watch services online or connect with Dudley at www.

LiftUpJesus.com and on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Time To Overturn Roe v. Wade?

(Continued from page 1)
But we must dig deep here, because we’re not just dealing with the question of viability
many of those who see racism as a problem do not see indifference to the sanctity of life as a
of the unborn child. We are dealing with questions about the viability of our society and our
problem.
country.
But if all life is not sacred, if every human being is not a unique creation in the image of God,
Can we really function as a society and as a nation while turning away from the most
what is wrong with being a racist?
central issue that any society faces — awe of the mystery of life?
Why would slavery be a problem if every human being is not a divine creation?
There might indeed be a point in time when an unborn child can be removed from its
It is no accident that following the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973, we have seen a collapse of the
mother and physically survive. But although there may be a point where that child might not
American family and now the general collapse of birth itself.
need its mother to survive, it still needs others. Someone must take care of that child, meaning
The Wall Street Journal reported: “In half of all states last year, more people died than were
someone must care about that child’s life. If not, that child will die.
born, up from five states in 2019. Early estimates show the total U.S. population grew 0.35% for
So, the legal idea of viability that has been sustaining the Roe v. Wade world really has no
the year ended July 1, 2020, the lowest ever documented, and growth is expected to remain near
meaning.
flat this year.”
In 2014, the Vatican hosted an international colloquium on “The Complementarity of
A society without family and children, with increasing drug overdoses and suicides, with
Man and Woman.”
reports of far too great a frequency of individuals pointlessly murdering people they don’t know,
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, the former chief rabbi of the U.K., gave an address about
is a society whose soul is in bad shape.
marriage. He spoke of “the idea of the love that brings new life into the world.” Sacks observed
Restoring sanctity of life in the womb is a good place to start turning things around.
that “life begins when male and female meet and embrace.”
My prayer is that the U.S. Supreme Court will agree.
It is hard to believe that in our nation today, when there is so much outrage about racism,
(Star Parker is president of the Center for Urban Renewal and Education.)
- Creators Syndicate
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California Dreamin’:
A Rude Awakening
By Jamie Stiehm

O

h, California. I’m crying into my coffee, though I live back East now.
Seldom have we seen the Golden State suffer. It hurts to watch. The freespirited poets, gold miners and flower children live in lore, but the state has seen
better days.
A town named Paradise was lost and burned to the ground in 2018, a grim prelude
to the summer’s raging wildfires.
The governor recall election on Sept. 14 is the clearest indicator of California’s
churn, though the discontent is about more than that. Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom
is in danger of being displaced by a right-wing talk radio host, Larry Elder.
What a kiss of death that would be. Elder comes praised by conservative pundit
George Will. On the other hand, a Los Angeles Times columnist cast him as a white
supremacist — though he is Black. Only in California.
How far for a falling star on the national stage. Newsom was governing the pandemic
pretty well until he was seen at a maskless dinner party at the French Laundry in fancy
Napa Valley.
Ouch. Even the name sounds like just the wrong note for the restless natives of a
state with 40 million residents.
Make that 39.5 million. California just lost population and a congressional seat for
the first time ever in the 2020 census.
California represented to America what America represented to the world, a kind
of shining free paradise. Right there where I lived.
And yet the American dream, which means a house of one’s own, is drying up along
with the drought plaguing the valley with some of the country’s most fertile land.
Affordable housing is just not being built in the major cities — a woeful lack over
the years as housing prices continue to climb out of sight for middle-class families.
				*		*		*
The San Francisco hills by the bay are flooded with fast Silicon Valley wealth, the
city’s streets a study of sharp income inequality. The median house price in Los Angeles
County is nearly $800,000.
This is not unrelated: the homeless populations in San Francisco and Los Angeles
are teeming. The beach community of Venice feels besieged. The roughly 160,000 in
California are an insurmountable problem without more public and affordable housing.
Both Newsom and Eric Garcetti, the Los Angeles mayor, lost local luster due to the
large unhoused population. Garcetti may have given up his electoral ambitions for now
by accepting the ambassador to India post. Newsom has promised a major initiative to
build housing units — if he stays in office.
My mother told us San Francisco was a charming 19th century city, and Los Angeles
was 20th century, built around the automobile. In the rearview mirror, the car — as
personal temple — went too far over the environmental cliff.
The national political, housing and climate crises are hitting home in a state that
once saw no limits on the blue horizon.
Oh, gorgeous California. Waking up is hard.
(Jamie Stiehm may be reached at JamieStiehm.com, and writes for Creators Syndicate.)
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LA City Council Failing
to Meet Its Homeless
Housing Goals

C

A Long-Overdue Booster
For COVID-19
By Kenneth S. Alpern

C

ITY WATCH LA -  While there is a great deal of confusion and mixed messaging (and NO,
Dr. Fauci or President Biden, you’ve not been the best communicator to the American People
with respect to a clear approach to dealing with the COVID-19 virus), the need for vaccination
and booster shots to COVID-19 has never been more clear.
And I can’t think of a better way to DISCOURAGE more people to not get vaccinated than
to make things political, racial, or socioeconomic with respect to public health. After all, the same
left-leaning political groups who’ve let homeless camps proliferate without any consideration for
COVID-19, Hepatitis A, Typhus, and Tuberculosis are screaming about “right-wingers not following the science”.
And the same right-leaning politicos screaming about “our rights to do what we want with
our own bodies” are both ignoring the soaring numbers of COVID-19 cases in states with lower
numbers of vaccinated populations (and YES, even ICU admissions and deaths, which are by far
more important a metric than the number of cases alone)...
...and the impact on those who cannot be vaccinated or will be unable to mount a sufficient
response to the vaccine to ensure their safety. So in the world of public health, the need for a person to vaccinate is to protect the population in general--it’s more than the safety of a single person
to get vaccinated.
And let’s make something clear: those not getting vaccinated exist among the Left as well as
the Right, and those not getting vaccinated exist among the Educated and those Less Educated.
So WHY do the overwhelming majority of physicians (at least 95%) get vaccinated for
COVID-19?
Because we learned a thing or two about Virology and Infectious Disease in medical school,
and despite the FDA taking way too damned long to approve the Moderna and Pfizer COVID-19
vaccines from Emergency Use Authorization to official approval and (in my own solitary and
strong opinion) to approving booster shots for the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines...
...it’s NOT about the CDC, the FDA, or any politician or public figure being “right” or scoring political points. It’s about saving lives. Using this article as a single example (accept or reject
it if you so choose), I don’t get a paid a dime to write it.
But I do want any and all of you reading this to have your life and health saved. And daily I answer and confront the big questions from my patients (many of whom take immune-altering drugs
for their conditions) in dermatology and related rheumatology and other specialty conditions:
1) The lessons learned from the Influenza/Flu: For over six months, and in these CityWatch
articles, I repeatedly warned about the need for booster shots.
Every year the flu virus mutates, and infectious disease experts do their darndest to predict
which variant of the flu virus (based on the proteins on the outside of the virus which we make
vaccines and antibodies against) will arise in any given year. Furthermore, in any given population, the effectiveness and ability of past flu shots goes down in some of us more than others.
We push for vaccination in the late summer and fall BEFORE the winter months when we go
indoors with colder weather and the cases of the flu go frighteningly up. Sounds like COVID-19,
right?
So the CDC and FDA are finally moving towards booster shots for the immunocompromised,
and for those of us (like me) who got vaccinated in January or February. Pretty common sense for
those who understand our strategy against the flu...and so there’s considerable resentment and
reproach that should be earned against those “experts” who predicted that booster shots weren’t
needed.
2) The lessons learned from Shingles: Shingles is a local recurrence of the chickenpox virus,
or herpes zoster (“herpes” is from the Latin/Greek term “to hide”, and the chickenpox virus is
hiding in your spinal cord if you got it as a child or adult). It is not herpes simplex, but it’s in the
same family of viruses.
Early vaccines against the very painful shingles had decreased effectiveness and sometimes
increased side effects. Early vaccines have been repeatedly improved with later versions or mechanisms of action. and the current Shingrix vaccine is by far better than previous versions and is
recommended for ALL of you reading this who are 50 years of age or older.
Will vaccines for COVID-19 in the future be better than the Moderna or Pfizer vaccines? Of
course, but right now, these two vaccines are the best hopes we have NOW. You can wait for better ones to come out over the years to come, but these two have come out in record time because
of the mRNA technology that can custom-make vaccines in timeframes previously impossible.
So is waiting for something better a good idea? No... because (see the next two paragraphs)...
3) The lessons learned from Polio: Please be informed that MOST people who got the polio
virus got nothing more than a case of diarrhea to which few paid attention. However, enough
people died or became crippled for life to warrant vaccination.
So just because most of us will get little to nothing more than a slight flu-like syndrome with
COVID-19, those few who’ve died, suffered with long-term respiratory, circulatory, and smell/
taste-related disabilities are very real people. So gambling with COVID-19 is as smart as gambling with polio was in decades before...and we STILL vaccinate against polio.
4) The lessons learned from HIV and Hepatitis C: Sadly, horribly, these two viruses mutate
so fast that NO vaccine will ever likely work based on all science and virology principles to date.
COVID-19 mutates, but it’s more akin to the flu and may be even less mutating--but still in need
of booster shots.  
So please get vaccinated, for both yourself and for others around you. You can gamble, but
you’re doing so with your own life and the lives of your friends, family, and neighbors. We may
not be at the point where we’re requiring people to get vaccinated against COVID--19 any more
than we do for annual flu vaccinations, but we know what “best practices are” for most of us.
(Kenneth S. Alpern, M.D, is a dermatologist who has served in clinics in Los Angeles,
Orange, and Riverside Counties. The views expressed in this article are solely those of Dr. Alpern.)
September, 2021

By Jack Humphreville

ITYWATCH LA - City Councilman and wannabe mayor Kevin de Leon
(“KDL”) has been outspoken about holding the members of the City Council
accountable for failure to meet the goal of creating 25,000 new housing units by
2025.   
According to KDL, if the goal is not met, we can vote them out of office.  
But voting them out of office is not a realistic solution.  First, elections are only
held every two years and each Councilmember will only have to face the voters once
every four years. Second, the deck is stacked in favor the Councilmembers because
they are supported (some would say owned) by the campaign funding leaders of the
public sector unions, making the chances of a non-incumbent being elected highly
unlikely. Third, the Mayor needs to be held accountable since he or she is the City’s
Chief Executive Officer.   The City Attorney and Controller should also be held
accountable because they are part of the City Hall establishment.  
A better system would be to hold City Hall accountable by requiring that 6,250
new housing units be created in each of the next four years. If this goal is not met
on an annual or cumulative basis, then their salaries ($214,000 a year, the highest in
the nation) would be cut in half and their discretionary funds would be devoted to
creating housing units for the homeless.
This would require the City Council to approve an ordinance to this effect, a
highly unlikely event since KDL and the rest of his comrades are all talk.  Besides,
they would come up with numerous excuses as to why a homeless accountability
ordinance would not fly because the City is relying on the State and Federal
governments. Baloney, you are being paid to develop solutions, not make even more
excuses.     
Alternatively, we, the voters, can hold their feet to the fire.  
				*		*		*
In June of 2022, six incumbents will be running for reelection (Cedillo,
Blumenfield, Rodriquez, Price, Bonin, and O’Farrell).   A litmus test would be
whether they support a homeless accountability ordinance.   This may make a
difference in several races where the incumbent is facing real challengers.
Another alternative is to send a message to City Hall by voting NO on any bond
measure or tax increase (including those related to homelessness) unless there is
a strong provision in the measure to hold City Hall accountable for meeting the
homeless housing goals.
Or when KDL is running to be our next mayor in the June primary, the battle
cry will be anybody but KDL.  
Angelenos are sick and tired of all the excuses from the Mayor and the City
Council. Encampments are throughout the City. Permanent supportive housing
units cost more than $520,000. The results from the $1.2 billion of homeless bonds
have fallen far short of the promises made in 2016. The entitled trade unions are
driving construction costs up by an estimated 25%. Financing and soft costs are a
third of the total costs. There is no management, no one is in charge, but there is a
bloated bureaucracy. There are too many excuses and lies from City Hall. And the
homeless industrial complex is thriving.  
KDL, if you are the leader that you pretend to be, make yourself and the City
Council accountable for meeting the goals that you and the Council have established.   

LA’s Property Values
Set a Record Causing
Revenue Shortfall

T

By Jack Humphreville

he 2021 Assessment Roll for the 792,559 properties in the City of Los Angeles
rose to a record $724 billion, an increase of $28 billion, or 4%, from 2020.  
The good news is that this $28 billion increase in assessed value will result
in about $70 million in additional revenue for the City’s General Fund.  
The bad news is that the City was planning on a 6% increase in the assessed
value that would have provided about $105 million in additional revenue for the
General Fund.
As a result of this lower-than-expected valuation, the City’s projected property
tax revenue will be off by an estimated $35 million.  
While this represents only 0.5% of the City’s General Fund budget of $7.5
billion, this shortfall may require the City to tap into the Reserve Fund. And while
the Reserve Fund is flush (for the time being) with around $500 million in cash, or
6.8% of General Fund revenues, it will be under considerable pressure because the
City is anticipating a budget gap of $400 million over the next two years. The City
will also have to fund additional personnel costs associated with new budget busting
labor agreements in the next two years.
While the City was able to justify the 6% growth rate in the assessed value based
on the average increase of 6.8% for the previous five years, it failed to account for
the impact of Covid 19 that resulted in a lower Consumer Price Index adjustment,
delays in new construction, reduced assessments for business personnel property,
and the decline-in-value adjustments made for hotels and motels.  
We are only two months into the fiscal year and there is already a $35 million
hole in the budget. This begs the question: How many other skunks are in the budget
woodpile, whether they be overly optimistic revenue assumptions or understated
expenditures?
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch.)
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