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My First PRNC 
Meeting

By Casey Kim, Valley Voice Student Reporter

S chool campuses ought to present a sense of 
harmony and instill feelings of safety and security. 
Ironically, a meeting organized by the Porter 

Ranch Neighborhood Council (PRNC) that was held at 
the Porter Ranch Community School in response to the 
local gas leak radiated an entirely different and caustic 
atmosphere (insert pun).
 The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council Meetings 
usually take place about every month. On Wednesday, 
August 10th, the meeting was organized to address 
concerns about the residual traces of methane gas still 
present in the Porter Ranch area as well as the election 
of a new board member. Despite the importance of this 
meeting, the absence of several key members prevented 
the election from taking place. The agenda assured the 
opportunity for Porter Ranch residents who attended the 
meeting to voice their opinions regarding the gas leak. 
 From what I observed in the most recent meeting, the 
rendezvous itself can be defined by passion and ambiguity. 
The intensity of passion escalated fairly quickly when the 
topic of the gas leak was brought to the table. Each of 
the board members and citizens who attended strongly 
established their opinions on the heated subject. The anger 
towards the absent board members were expressed, as the election had to be 
delayed to the next meeting.
 As for the ambiguity of the meeting, the general concept of the gathering 
was very unclear. From the perspective of a fourteen-year old teen, such as 
myself, the only thing clear was the tastiness of the pepperoni pizza. The clashing 

9/11 Memorial Walk
in Porter Ranch

Shepherd Church will host a 9/11 Memorial Walk as a commemorative service 
to honor the victims of the World Trade Center, Pentagon, and Pennsylvania 
terrorist attacks. This year marks the 15th year anniversary of one of the most 

tragic events in our nation’s history. 
 Shepherd Church at Porter Ranch will pay tribute starting with an outdoor 
opening ceremony on Friday, Sept. 9, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at Rinaldi Street and 
Corbin Avenue. This special program is open to the general public and will be 
led by public safety officers, dignitaries and other special guests that will honor 
those who lost their lives, while offering prayers for our nation, and celebrating the 
patriotism and love of country that we all hold dear.
  “Dear friends, this memorial is one of the most moving that we have seen. 
The love and dedication that went into it is remarkable,” wrote The Kleins. Over 
the years, Shepherd Church has received a numberof notes left by individuals who 
wished to express their thanks for the special flag remembrance. 
 Following the ceremony, Shepherd will unveil this year’s 9/11 Memorial 
Walk that will line the sidewalks alongside Rinaldi Street and Corbin Avenue. 
2,977 flags will bear many of the photos and information of each individual that 
tragically lost their lives, while also recognizing those law enforcement officers and 
civilians that died due to recent attacks within the United States. This special 9/11 
Memorial Walk will be open from Friday, Sept. 9th through Monday, Sept. 12th . 
 For more information, please visit shepherdchurch.com/memorialwalk.

Final Approval Expected

Proposed PR “Village”
Gets Planning Panel OK

The Porter Ranch community, after decades of expectations, appears to be in the home stretch of 
Shapell’s plans to construct its long awaited Village, at the northwest corner of Porter Ranch 
Drive and Rinaldi Street.  

 One of the final steps to approval was the City Planning Commission allowing the major 
project to proceed, at its Aug. 25 meeting in Van Nuys. John Love, Vice President of Commercial 
Development for Shapell Properties, spoke at several Planning Commission meetings and before 
the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council in the past.
 Love has long described the Village as the “third place” for Porter Ranch residents to enjoy – 
only after home and work.” The current plan he said calls for 353,000 square feet of building space, 
designed with pedestrian walkways. Featured will be areas for people to gather in the village green 
area, adjacent to the restaurants in the middle of the complex. Planned too is a large meeting room 
for the public, a three-story office building, upstairs meeting room facing the green, a kitchen, and 
a 1,800 square-foot terrace overlooking the green.
 He said that space will be available for 140 bikes, a grocery, theatre, retail, and drought tolerant 
landscaping with multiple storm water tanks, designed to capture storm run-off and recycle it for 
landscape irrigation.
  The Valley Voice, in its 10 years of operation, has observed near unanimous stakeholder 
approval for the Village. At a packed room some years back when Love presented his plan to the 
Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council, not a single resident 
Spoke in opposition to the presentation. Many residents since the 1980’s have consistently declared 
their impatience in waiting for breaking of ground.
 At the last meeting of the newly assembled PRNC group, others spoke of the need for this type 
of local destination so they wouldn’t have to drive to the Calabasas Commons or Simi Valley. Long 
term homeowners have been outspoken in support, claiming of waiting too long a time, as it has 
been presented three times, in just the last 11 years.
 The plan, according to developers, is significantly smaller than the original, and all parking 
spaces would be standard sized, vs. compact. To address a need in this area, a hotel is also planned.
Other positive expressions of support at recent meetings and hearings:
 1.  “As a 49-year homeowner in the area, I have never heard a complaint.”
 2.  A 2-acre plot was to be reserved for a “government type building.” The city, county, LAUD, all 
said no thanks, so it reverted back to the developers for the project. “We don’t need a shrine in Porter 
Ranch,” a speaker said of the take-back. “I’ve seen the plans, and they are great.”
 3.  One long term resident and activist reprimanded the current PRNC heads for “not inviting 
anyone from Shapell to speak at the last two meetings. He also stated “that the PRNC has constantly 
approved the plans for decades, and the stakeholders views must be respected.”
 4.  Also deleted from plans, was a proposal to offer a pre-school, but again there were no takers. 
“Los Angeles is not in the business of running such a facility,” one resident stated.
 5.  “Shapell always took great care of their communities and shopping center, it will continue to 
do so at the Village,” another stakeholder said.
 6.  “Shapell gave up more land, donated more money, paid for the gym building, at the Porter 
Ranch Community School,” another revealed.
 7.  Another speaker was surprised at the negative turn-a-round of the new PRNC stand on the 
project. “We can’t have the positive reviews of a large majority of the 30,000 people in Porter Ranch 
reversed by a few new board members.”
 8.  “I’m all for it, it will boost the value of my home,” one opined.

(Continued on page 10)
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County Students Show
Gains in State Scores

L os Angeles County students showed slight improvement in math and English testing compared to last year, and 
they performed roughly on par with their counterparts from across the state, according to results released by 
the California Department of Education.

 State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson said California students overall showed improvement 
on the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, which was implemented last year to reflect new 
Common Core standards, replacing the previous Standardized Testing and Reporting Program.
 The CAASPP online tests were administered in the spring to more than 3.2 million students across the state in 
grades 3-8 and 11.
 In Los Angeles County, 18 percent of the more than 770,000 students who took the tests exceeded the state 
standard in English, up from 15 percent last year. According to the test results, 28 percent met the English standard, 
up from 27 percent in 2015, and 24 percent ``nearly’’ met it, down from 26 percent the previous year.

      *  *  *
 In math, 15 percent of county students exceeded the standard, up from 12 percent last year, while 20 percent 
met the standard and 28 percent nearly met it - compared to 19 percent and 29 percent, respectively, from 2015.
 Statewide, 20 percent of students exceeded the standard in English, while 29 percent met the standard, 24 
percent nearly met it and 28 percent did not meet it. In math, 17 percent exceeded the standard, while 20 percent 
met it and 28 percent nearly met it and 35 percent failed to meet it.
 ``The higher test scores show that the dedication, hard work and patience of California’s teachers, parents, 
school employees and administrators are paying off,’’ Torlakson said. ``Together we are making progress towards 
upgrading our educational system to prepare all students for careers and college in the 21st Century.’’
 In the Los Angeles Unified School District, 14 percent of students exceeded the state standard in English, and 25 
percent met it, up from 10 percent and 23 percent, respectively, in 2015. Twenty-five percent of students nearly met 
the standard, down from 26 percent last year, while 36 percent failed to meet it, down from 41 percent last year.
 In math, 11 percent of LAUSD students exceeded the state standard, while 17 percent met it, 28 percent nearly 
met it and 43 percent failed to meet it.
 Last year, just 9 percent exceeded the standard, 16 percent met it, 28 percent nearly met it and 47 percent failed 
to meet it.
 Torlakson noted that the statewide test results continued to show an achievement gap, with 37 percent of Latino 
students and 31 percent of black students meeting or exceeding standards in English, compared to 64 percent of 
white students.

SoCalGas and 
California 

Regulators Cry 
Wolf on

Aliso Canyon
Southern California’s winter peak natural gas 

needs can be met without Aliso Canyon, Consumer 
Watchdog and Food & Water Watch said. 

Their evaluation runs counter to the Aliso Canyon 
winter reliability assessment, issued by California 
regulators, SoCalGas, and the LADWP, which the 
public interest groups say overstates the need for 
Aliso Canyon by inflating the demand forecast and 
underestimating the amount of supply.
 “SoCalGas and regulators cried wolf last April 
in their summer assessment, threatening 14 days of 
possible forced blackouts,” said Consumer Watchdog 
advocate Liza Tucker. “Those blackouts never 
happened. Now regulators are raising the specter of 
possible curtailments in trying to meet peak winter 
demand if we don’t resume injections at Aliso in 
September, but again fail to make their case.” Tucker 
said that conservation measures and mandated 
changes in how commercial customers order and buy 
natural gas avoided problems this summer, and have 
been extended.
 “SoCalGas and regulators overestimate peak 
winter demand to make the case that Aliso Canyon is 
essential for reliability this winter,” said independent 
engineer Bill Powers. “According to SoCalGas’s own 
data, the highest actual peak day demand over the last 
10 years for natural gas in winter is significantly less 
than what they now claim ‘will be needed.’”
 Powers said that regulators also ignored a key 
source of supply of natural gas through Otay Mesa 
on the border of Mexico that would also ensure ample 
supply without Aliso Canyon.

   *  * *
 The Aliso Canyon well blowout caused the biggest 
methane leak in US history, forcing the relocation of 
15,000 residents. The 110-day blowout caused global 
warming emissions equivalent to more than 1.7 million 
cars on the road a year, and sickened thousands. Many 
wells at the site are more than 50 years old. More than 
half of the 114 wells had to be plugged and so far just 
15 have passed integrity tests only after first being 
repaired.
 The cost to ratepayers of maintaining Aliso 
Canyon is $70 million a year, counting in a new $200 
million compressor station.
 “The cost of keeping Aliso Canyon open is 
too high when you think about what it has cost the 
residents of Porter Ranch and other communities,” 
said Alexandra Nagy, Senior Organizer with Food & 
Water Watch. “Despite previous and ongoing scare 
tactics from SoCalGas, we have seen that the energy 
needs of Southern California are being met without 
using the leaky and dangerous Aliso Canyon gas field. 
Since the blowout there have been several new leaks, 
and recent well tests have shown that the field is in 
worse shape than previously thought.”
 
   *  * *
 “Meanwhile residents living near Aliso 
Canyon are still suffering from severe health and 
quality of life problems in the aftermath of the 
gas blowout. Governor Brown must keep Aliso 
Canyon closed and work towards a permanent 
shut down to protect Los Angeles residents and 
our environment from another disaster that 
could come if SoCalGas is allowed to reopen this 
dangerous gas field,” said Nagy.
 Tucker said another reason that regulators may 
be fighting to keep Aliso open is Governor Jerry 
Brown’s relationship with Sempra, SoCalGas’s parent 
company.  The Governor’s sister, Kathleen Brown, sits 
on the board of Sempra, SoCalGas’ parent company, 
and was paid $691,300 in stock and cash for her work 
from 2013 through 2015. 
 During Brown’s Administration, Sempra’s stock 
has risen 116 percent — the most by far of the three 
investor-owned utilities in California. Brown has been 
supportive of utilities building new carbon-emitting 
gas-fired power plants. Public Utilities Commission 
President Michael Picker approved a new gas-fired 
power plant in Carlsbad for Sempra’s San Diego Gas 
& Electric, reversing an earlier negative decision. 
That decision is currently in litigation.
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The spectacular estates of Porter Ranch overlook sweeping mountain vistas and breathtaking city lights, creating an awe-inspiring 
backdrop for modern life. All this, yet you’re just minutes from the studios, and a short drive to Beverly Hills and Downtown 
LA. Priced from the low $600,000s to the $1.4 millions, Porter Ranch is where Los Angeles living reaches new heights.  
Call 844-790-5263 or visit LiveAtPorterRanch.com

Life
Way
Luxury

Where effortless

is a
of

SEVILLE AT ALDEA
Luxury townhomes  
from the low $600,000s

BLUFFS AT BELLA VISTA
Luxury single-family homes  
from the $1.1 millions

GLEN AT AVILA
Luxury single-family homes  
from the low $900,000s

PALISADES AT WESTCLIFFE
Luxury single-family homes  
from the $1.3 millions

Open daily from 11 am–6 pm. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Brokers welcome. Photos are images only and should not be 
relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770

Nearby community in Chatsworth, 
Canyon Oaks - Luxury single-family 

homes from the $1.4 millions on 
expansive home sites.   

Visit LiveAtCanyonOaks.com

CityWatch

How Come LA Can’t Fix Anything 
Without Asking Us 
for More Money?

By Dennis P. Zine

S ome readers have commented that I like to Rant a 
lot and seldom Rave about the positive areas of Los 
Angeles. While it is true that I focus on unnecessary 

taxes and fees on a regular basis, I do comment on the 
positive aspects of Los Angeles when I find them. The 
problem is that I don’t find them that often. 
 There are so many social issues facing Los Angeles 
that the positiveRave issues are lost in the negative 
concerns impacting L A. I try and find the practical 
solutions to the problems facing our city using existing 
funds and not calling for new and or additional taxes and 
fees. The issue is using current funds to improve the living 
conditions in Los Angeles.
 Los Angeles City has a general operating fund of over 
$8 BILLION DOLLARS! This does not include Special 
Funds and other Federal and State dollars that the city 
uses to operate a variety of programs. Some necessary 
and many part of the fluff of city government. The money 
is there….it all depends on how it is spent on projects and 
programs. 
 Knowing the City of Los Angeles’ operations for 
nearly 70 years, I know the issues and solutions to the 
problems. I have lived with them during my 33 years with 
the LAPD, two years as an elected member of the Charter 
Reform Commission and 12 years as a member of the 
Los Angeles City Council. In addition, I have been a Los 
Angeles resident my entire life. Born, raised and educated 
in the City of the Angels. 

   *  *  *
 While the issues that negatively impact our city 
are continuing to mount day by day, solutions without 
additional cost in the form of taxes and fees to the residents 
and business owners are never mentioned by our elected 
leaders. It appears that the only answer to all of the ills 
impacting Los Angeles come with increased taxes and 
fees and any other way of pulling more of your precious 
dollars to fund this and that and remedy the ills of Los 
Angeles. 
 Take for example our gridlock transportation 
situation. Our local roads and freeways have all become 
huge parking lots. The 101 freeway holds the title of having 
the worst traffic congestion in the nation. It usually takes 
me around two hours to travel from the West Valley to 
downtown or the Westside of town by car during most 
times of the day. Saturdays and Sundays are not much 
better. The political solution is to increase taxes for all of 
us and all future generations in Los Angeles. Remember 
that when government raises taxes, they seldom if ever 
rescind them.  
 Then there is the EMERGENCY Homeless situation 
surrounding Los Angeles. While Los Angeles City and 
County have declared the homeless an emergency, 
Governor Brown has not joined the bandwagon on this 
issue. So, no state money is appropriated to the Los 
Angeles region to address the homeless matter. 

PRNC-Save Porter Ranch: Playing by the Rules?”
To: Neighborhood Council
From: Alexander Firshein, Stakeholder
 
 It’s my understanding that the PRNC be as unbiased as possible.  It seems as if several of your board 
members have a history of being associated with an organization that has turned off a lot of stakeholders in 
Porter Ranch. 
 They say they’re no longer with the organization yet the evidence points to the contrary.  
 I ask how is the PRNC ensuring that this portion of the PRNC by-laws is not being violated?  How do you 
ensure this is not violated?
 “No single stakeholder group shall comprise a majority on the Board, unless extenuating circumstances 
exist, and are approved by the Department.”
 
 Clearly this post shows that those that were running and elected were/are members of Save Porter 
Ranch.
 Perhaps this board should sign a pledge where they indicate that support all Porter Ranch stakeholders 
and not just the ones with an agenda.  
 Alex Kim above is a current member and even read their press release at a press conference. 
 Has anyone of the people above formally and publically resigned their associaion wth Save Porter Ranch 
(SPR)? 
 Issam (president), you’ve streamrolled your agenda through thus far with zero accountability for what 
the silent majority of Porter Ranch actually wants.  I’d get your own house in order before you start to be so 
ambitious with your ideas.  
 I’ve cc’ed to register my official complaint with the City Attorney’s office. Ms. Minassian, so the city 
attorney’s office may start an official investigation into this matter. 
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CityWatch

City Hall Flashback: 
They’ve Always

Been Cheats!
By Tony Butka

I ’m looking at an old CityWatch Special Report from September 2006, 
which was published ahead of the November 2006 general election. What’s 
fascinating to me is the subject matter of the two major events it covered -- 

Proposition R and a one billion dollar affordable housing bond called Measure 
H. These two events are still timely today as we look forward to this November’s 
general election.
 Measure R and Legal Lying 
 The most politically divisive and deliberately misleading of the two was Measure R, 
captioned as “Council member Term Limits of Three Terms, City Lobbying, Campaign 
Finance and Ethics Laws, Charter Amendment and Ordinance Proposition R.” 
 Here’s how misleading the measure really was: (1) it made it seem like LA City 
Councilmembers would have stricter term limits of only three terms, when the truth is, 
that measure expanded the term limits from two to three terms; and (2) it made it seem as 
if there was a real substantive crackdown on lobbyists, when in fact, the opposite was true: 
existing rules were turned on their head. 
 And who were the movers and shakers behind this smarmy sleight of hand? None 
other than then Council President Eric Garcetti, along with god’s gift to the Eastside, Jose 
Huizar. Rounding out the pack was our current Council President, Herb Wesson. Yes, sir, 
all in for the gravy train. 
 On the other side of this deal was a little band of mostly Neighborhood Council types 
and City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo -- who publically stated that the measure, as dastardly 
as I have described it, was passed over his opposition. In the interests of full disclosure, I 
should report that your humble blogger was among that little band of folks filing the NO 
Argument on this one. 
It got really ugly. We wound up in Superior Court over the 
hopelessly skewed language of the Ballot description -- and 
we won. Of course, the Superior Court judge was quickly 
reversed by those bastions of the establishment in the 
Appeals Court. The result was that the public was denied 
the truth when they voted in November. 
 On the Ethics side, the measure was equally toxic. Bill 
Boyarsky, a really good guy who was on the City Ethics 
Commission at the time, was quoted in an LA Times article, 
saying Measure R was “outrageous,” and noted that 
the LA City Council “showed absolute contempt for the 
Ethics Commission.” Of course, unbeknownst to most 
normal people who do not follow the slime trail of LA City 
politics, guess who was the President of the LA City Ethics 
Commission at the time? None other than Gil Garcetti -- yes, 
that Gil Garcetti -- former District Attorney of Los Angeles 
County and father of Council President Eric Garcetti. 
 I mean, this thing stunk worse than the plot of a bad 
soap opera. Naturally, backed by the big bucks of lobbyists 
and political insiders, you won’t be shocked to hear that the 
measure passed before the voters figured out they’d been 
hoodwinked. 
 For those interested in the event, check out the history 
onSmartvoter.org.  

  *  *  *

 And You Thought Affordable Housing Bonds Were 
New? 
 As long as the Council was sliding through job extensions 
for themselves, it evidently seemed like a good idea to back 
door a new tax increase by asking for $1 billion in bonds for 
a really good cause -- Measure H, “Affordable Housing.” 
Of course it wasn’t simply called that. Nope, in and of itself, 
something with such a clear title might get defeated at the 
ballot box. The text of the final ballot language is below, and 
the smartvoter.org history file is here. 
 “To provide safe, clean, affordable housing for the 
homeless and those in danger of becoming homeless, such as 
battered women and their children, veterans, seniors and the 
disabled; assist first time homebuyers; provide low income 
working families safe and affordable rental housing; shall 
the City of Los Angeles issue $1,000,000,000 of bonds, with 
independent citizen oversight, mandatory annual financial 
audits, and prosecution for criminal misuse of funds?” 
 My goodness. This measure was the written equivalent 
of all those TV ads showing starving children and abused 
animals. I mean, how could anyone with a heart not vote for 
it? And, by the way, people did vote for this one. Measure 
H was only defeated because of the 2/3 requirement for 
tax increases. The final vote tally was 62.86% in favor and 
31.14% against. 
Two points here. First, prominent among the shining 
proponents of Measure H were Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, 
Council President Eric Garcetti, and then Councilmember 
(and Chair of the City Housing, Community and Economic 
Development Committee) Herb Wesson. Gee, do these 
names sound familiar? 
 The second point is a lesson in why voters really need 
to read the full text of anything on a ballot before voting for 
or against it. In the case of Measure H, buried in the lengthy 
text of the measure was a Fiscal Impact analysis by then LA 
City CAO Bill Fujioka: 
 “The debt service will be paid from additional property 
tax revenues based upon the assessed value of all taxable 

property within the City.” 
 Of course most people don’t even bother to vote, much less look at what they are voting for. 
But for a few tenths of a percentage point, we would have had another tax. 
 Back to my ongoing concern about City Hall and Neighborhood Councils. Why this 
Measure frosted me is that it demonstrated what Council President Garcetti (and the entire City 
Council) really thought about Neighborhood Councils. As CityWatch put it: 
 “The main reason Neighborhood Councils are upset about the proposed billion dollar 
affordable housing bond issue is that while numerous powerful interests were invited to draft and 
vet the proposal, the only group the City Charter mandates the city consult with - Neighborhood 
Councils - was completely ignored.” 
 The only difference between 2006 and 2016 is that in 2006, then Council President Garcetti 
was sufficiently worried (probably about passing the bond) that he actually agreed to leave his 
ivory tower and go to LANCC’s first ever General Assembly to discuss the matter. I wonder if he 
or Herb would do the same today. 
 The Takeaway - Career Politicians Don’t Change 
 Flash forward from 2006 to 2016, one whole decade. Many of the faces in LA City are the 
same: Eric Garcetti, Herb Wesson, Jose Huizar, and the always running for something, Antonio 
Villaraigosa. 
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At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength

9420 De Soto Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Reserve/Pay Online

@
EZStorageonline.com

 Open 7 days a week
 Low Pricing!
 Locker to Garage Sizes
 Moving Supplies Available
 Several Payment Options
 Insurance available

Call Now !
(800) 657-0513

CityWatch

Is New DWP GM
David Wright Out

of His Mind?
By Jack Humphreville

David Wright is an excellent choice to be the permanent General Manager of our 
Department of Water and Power. But you have to wonder why we would endorse 
Wright as he has to have a screw or two loose if he is willing to take a position that 

is the toughest job in the City.  
 He will be caught in a crossfire between skeptical Ratepayers who are concerned about 
ever increasing rates, the environmental lobby where money is no object, a domineering 
union and its rich contract and overly restrictive work rules, the media who loves to put 
DWP on the front page, the public’s demand for increased transparency, the Mayor and 
the City Council who view the Department as an ATM, and the credit rating agencies.  
 At the same time, he and his management team are responsible for leading a complex 
enterprise with 9,000 employees, $5 billion in annual revenues, and a five year capital 
budget of over $13 billion that is designed to finance numerous unfunded mandates and 
regulations and update the Department’s water and power infrastructure. 
 He has to be crazy. 
 Nevertheless, Tony Wilkinson (Chair of the Neighborhood Council DWP 
Memorandum of Understanding Oversight Committee and an active participant in 
developing the November ballot measure to reform certain aspects of Department) 
and I sent the following letter to City Council President Herb Wesson endorsing 
Wright as our next General Manager. 
City Council President Herb Wesson, Los Angeles City Hall  Appointment of David 
Wright as LADWP General Manager 

Dear Herb, 
 This is a critical time for the Department of Water and Power which is why 
we support naming David Wright as its permanent General Manager.  

 The City has placed on the November ballot a measure to reform the Department 
of Water and Power.  This reform will also require additional legislation by the City 
Council.  However, it appears that the City’s unions and other organizations are 
preparing to oppose this reform as they are putting their own interests ahead of those 
of the Ratepayers and the City.  
 The Department is also in the midst of a major capital expenditure program 
to update its infrastructure, to repower its generating capacity so that 33% of our 
energy will be from renewable resources by 2020, and to meet numerous clean water 
requirements. 
 The Department is also engaged in many internal reforms, including the 
establishment of the Administrative System Services unit to replace the “Joint 
Services” operation.  This new division will focus on improving customer service and 
the billing systems, establishing a more efficient personnel department, modernizing 
information technology and computer systems, enhancing physical and cyber security, 
and creating a more efficient procurement and contracting operation. 
 Over the last five years, under the management of knowledgeable industry 
executives, the Department has made considerable progress in meeting its goals.  As 
such, it makes sense to continue with our existing management team and avoid the risk 
of bringing in an outside General Manager who does not have a working knowledge of 
the Department, its people, its goals, its Ratepayers, the City Council, and the Mayor.  
 We are fortunate to have David Wright, the Interim General Manager who has 
been the Department’s Chief Operating Officer for the past year. He has a strong 
industry background and is knowledgeable about the Department and its operations.  
He also has had considerable experience with other organizations, which will allow 
him to introduce new ideas to the Department. 
 Importantly, Marcie Edwards has endorsed David, in large part because of the 
excellent job he has done in addressing the billing fiasco caused by a flawed Customer 
Information System.  He has made considerable progress in reorganizing and 
rationalizing Joint Services, a thankless but important job that nobody was willing or 
able to tackle.  
 As Ratepayers, we were impressed with Wright’s August 6 presentation to the 
Neighborhood Council DWP MOU Oversight Committee where he emphasized the 
need for excellent customer service which in turn will improve the Department’s 
reputation.   
 We strongly believe that selection of a new General Manager cannot wait until a 
year from now, when an entirely new and lengthy selection process may be in place. 
DWP needs a firm hand today. It needs a General Manager who is not handicapped 
by the term Interim in his title. 
 We urge you to make this process easy, put this task behind you, and name David 
Wright as the permanent General Manager of the Department of Water and Power.  

Tony Wilkinson
NC DWP MOU Oversight Committee

Jack Humphreville
DWP (Advocacy) Committee 

disagreements and the seriousness of their concerns made me realize that the world of 
adulthood is indeed a complicated and confusing one.  
 Throughout the meeting, attendees were informed that the Porter Ranch gas leak 
is, indeed, still an ongoing issue that must be acknowledged. Although the people present 
at the meeting expressed outrage by the news, even more shocking was the noticeably 
small number of Porter Ranch residents in attendance.
 When asked, seven out of ten people said they did not know such meetings existed. 
Robert, a Porter ranch resident, explained, “I’ve never heard of such meetings- if I knew 
about them any sooner, I would’ve gone.” This signifies perhaps a silenced, if not passive, 
community.
 By allowing the majority of the currently quiet Porter Ranch community’s voice 
and opinion be heard, there is a likelier chance that the issue at hand will quickly be 
resolved. Participation is a key factor of and for a strong and united community. In 
order to be more involved in the matter, attend the next Porter Ranch Neighborhood 
Council Meeting. Come, enjoy the pizza, and let your voice be heard.  

My First PRNC Meeting
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forth His light. 
 Because Ephesus was so accustomed to wealth, you’ll 

notice how many terms of prosperity Paul uses in his letter 
to the Christians living in that city. Not to worry—he was 
not one of those “health, wealth, and prosperity” preachers we need to be cautious of to-
day. Paul is talking about something eternally greater. He is talking about the riches of God’s 
grace through Jesus Christ. 

  He writes in Ephesians 1:7-8 about Jesus, “In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished 
on us…”

To lavish is to “expend or give in great amounts or without limit.” Paul is saying that 
God heaps undeserved merit and favor upon those who choose to believe in His Son Jesus. 
Then Paul writes probably one of the most well-known verses in the Bible that perfectly 
captures what the Gospel of Jesus Christ is all about:

“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 

grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not 
by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:6-9).

This would have been a mind-blowing concept to the Ephesians who were 
used to business, trade, and earning every cent they made. Through faith in Je-
sus, the free gift of eternal salvation was theirs. All because of God’s unfathomable 
kindness—through the incomparable riches of His grace.

Grace, my friend, is of greater worth than all the money, yachts, Rolexes, 
and diamonds in the world. There is no other trophy—which serves as a to-
ken of great victory, valor, or skill—we could place upon our mantelpiece and 
there is no other achievement that could measure up to what Christ has done 
in our lives and in our hearts. 

Right now at Shepherd Church, we are in a sermon series about the book of 
Ephesians called, “Trophies of Grace.” We will learn more about the incredible 
lavishness of God’s grace—how it changes who we are and how we live. I hope you 
will join us!

Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down (www.WallsFallDown.com) 
and the senior pastor of Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch, California, which has 
service times on Saturdays at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm and Sundays at 8:30 am, 10:00 
am, and 11:30 am. You can connect with Dudley at www.LiftUpJesus.com and on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

What is Grace Worth?

H ave you ever thought about the number of awards, accolades, and achievements we strive for 
in our world today? It starts at an early age with our children. Go into any proud parent’s 
home and you will often find a small area of the house—perhaps a book shelf or a hallway 

wall—decorated with a plethora of participation awards and trophies from their child’s various 
activities. 

If you are filmmaker, there are approximately 95 awards you can receive in the United States 
alone. (Each country has their own list of awards available.) In the world of entrepreneurs and 
business people, the motto is to be the best salesman or the most successful district manager. Bo-
nuses and all-expense-paid vacations are given to those who obtain these prestigious titles. Our 
most high profile role models are the rich and famous, so we strive for greater wealth, responsibility, 
and recognition. 

With that in mind, I want to tell you about a letter the Apostle Paul wrote to Christians living 
in Ephesus because it speaks to us in a profound way, some two thousand years later. Paul’s epistle 
is called the book of Ephesians in the New Testament of the Bible. Ephesus was a city in ancient 
Greece that was a center of prosperity. It was also a hub for idolatry and crime. But in the middle 
of all this darkness, God did an amazing thing! He raised up a great church that would boldly shine 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

By

Executive Director, Thor Steingraber

NEW SEASON 

3 Superstars 
1 Shining Week 

SEPT 30 - OCT 8

JOIN US
818.677.3000

VPACatCSUN

Philharmonia Orchestra, London
Esa-Pekka Salonen 
Principal Conductor & Artistic Director 
Beethoven Symphony No. 3
Sibelius Symphony No. 5 
OCT 5 | 8PM

Jazz at Lincoln CenterOrchestra 
with Wynton Marsalis 

Special Appearance by 
 CSUN Jazz “A” Band

OCT 8 | 8PM

Tyne Daly in Jerry Herman’s
DEAR WORLD
Produced by Suzi Dietz
Directed by David Lee 
Musical Director Darryl Archibald 
SEPT 30 | 8PM

ESA-PEKKA SALONEN

WYNTON MARSALIS

TYNE DALY

The Misguided Metro 1/2 
Cent Sales Tax Increase

By Phil Brown

Transportation politics are in place to make a major disruption to communities 
by the mistaken belief that light rail can be put into existing boulevards. This is 
contained in the November ballot Proposition M to increase the sales tax and 

extend it. 
 Putting light rail into existing boulevards at grade would kill off miles of busi-
nesses for lack of good access, would make greater traffic congestion including CO2 
emissions and increase development at destinations that would further imbalance 
the ratio of travel demand to infrastructure capacity. 
 Among the supposed political motivations to do this is the belief that less VMT 
and CO2 emissions will result, BUT THAT IS NOT SO! The real motivation is to 
add Real Estate to the tax base and please developers. However, the consequences 
have dire affects for the City and County of LA while conflicting with affordable liv-
ing and achieving environmental goals. 
 A profound incompatibility exists in trying to mix vehicular and rail transit 
modes in the same right of way. The State Public Utility Commission (PUC) requires 
a physical separation between the two different modes – which create major difficul-
ties in operational and turning movements for vehicles and rail itself when light rail 
is put in the center of existing boulevards. 
 Among those obstacles are the lack of opportunities to make left turns resulting 
not only in business failures, increased congestion and CO2 emissions but also with 
very much increased intrusions of traffic into adjacent residential neighborhoods to 
make up for the lack of left turn opportunities. 
 The Metro list of boulevards to have light rail include Lincoln, Sepulveda, Santa 
Monica, La Brea, Van Nuys Boulevards and a number of others.
 In the recent EIR of the Westside Mobility Plan study, the impacts for both the 
centrally located light rail, which was then abandoned due to impacts, and the last 
alternative with an exclusive bus lane near the curbs were acknowledged as having 
“significant and unavoidable impacts.” Both of these conditions made more conges-
tion and GHG emissions than not doing the projects at all. That makes such a ½ cent 
tax increase a waste of taxpayer money and offers sound reasons for not doing the 
projects. And more to the point of this discussion -- not voting for the tax increase! 
 The ½ cent sales tax increase has been in the lobbying pipeline for some time, 
which probably means few politicians had been given truthful disclosure on the 
matter of these recent revelations in the Westside Mobility Plan study. 
 The intent, to first use light rail, was to achieve a higher capacity mode to move per-
son trips. The failure is due to the incompatibility of modes which degraded each of the 
rail and vehicle purposes and abilities. Mixing cars, trucks, buses and light rail becomes 
a traffic quagmire. Rail is supplemental to the vehicular network. And the ‘low hanging 
fruit’ of exclusive corridors like the Expo and Orange lines have been picked. 
 The way to add the desired capacity to remove congestion, and the “CO2e” 
associated with it, while making truly “rapid bus transit,” is by designing some 
roadways as continuously flowing traffic facilities and incorporating the quantita-
tive aspects of efficiency through controlled traffic management and the qualitative 
aspects of urban design concerned with function and experience at the pedestrian 
scale. Vehicular modes need to be controlled and made efficient; place making for 
pedestrians and bike riders need appropriate space and protection. 
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if the grass is always greener,  
you’re doing it wrong.
water your yard twice a week max.

the drop wishes they

could all be
California - friendly
landscapes.
trade in your lawn 

for a beautiful  
california-friendly garden

Kaepernick’s Rant 
Against Police is Wrong!

By Mike Durant,
President, Peace Officers Research Association of California

Colin Kaepernick sat down, something he has been doing with greater consistency 
since his breakout season.
 Mr. Kaepernick made headlines this time because he chose to take a seat during 

the playing of our national anthem.  His protest was non-violent and completely 
within his rights, and we would protect him from those who think differently.  Mr. 
Kaepernick explained that he will not stand up again during the playing of the Star 
Spangled Banner until this country stops oppressing people of color. 
 His particular target was law enforcement, and in the hope of putting 
legitimacy to his protest he chose to use such words as lynching, murdered unjustly, 
police brutality, paid leave for killing people, and circumstances that he has seen 
of military personnel returning and being murdered by the country they fought 
for.  He also says that ‘lots of things and lots of issues’ need to be addressed and 
changed before he stands during the national anthem.  He decided not to mention 
the killings and the attacks on police officers.
 Mr. Kaepernick’s rant against law enforcement is not new.  He proves once 
again that it is easy to be incendiary and one-sided in your assessment of a situation. 
His assertion that law enforcement is not held to particular scrutiny and subject 
to intense investigation both internally and with the public, is just plain wrong. 
Those of us who have spent our lives working our neighborhoods understand that 
the relationships we have in our communities have been changed inalterably over 
a series of tragic deaths. 
 We understand that an open dialogue also includes listening to those who 
can sound the alarm yet feign ignorance when asked about solutions. We have 
a different challenge in law enforcement.  We are talking about our workplace; 
communities that we care about, people we want to serve and protect, and we need 
to find resolution.  PORAC has taken the lead in advancing training, particularly in 
the use-of-force and de-escalation requirements; encouraging greater community 
outreach, finding the funding for body cameras, and working with stakeholders for 
greater transparency.  The problems are real.  Our commitment to solving them is 
also real.
  Perhaps in December after he watches his team play the Chicago Bears, the 
noisy Mr. Kaepernick will accept an invitation to ride along with the police officers 
through streets that border on anarchy and understand that name calling and 
grandstanding are not the course to honest conversation and the resolution of this 
national crisis.
 I don’t know if Colin Kaepernick will ever stand again for the national anthem.  
I do know that I will not be standing for him.
  
 (The Peace Officers Research Association of California (PORAC) was 
incorporated in 1953 as a professional federation of local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies.  Today, PORAC represents over 66,000 public safety members 
and over 900 associations, making it the largest law enforcement organization in 
California and the largest statewide association in the nation.)

Colin Kaepernick’s Fight 
Against ‘Racism’

By Larry Elder

R ecent polls find a majority of Americans believe that “race relations,” since the election of 
the first black president, have gotten worse, not better. Colin Kaepernick, a National Football 
League quarterback, is Exhibit A for why so many people feel this way.

 Kaepernick signed a $114 million six-year contract in 2014, with $61 million guaranteed. Like 
President Barack Obama, he is biracial, with a black biological father and white biological mother.
 Obama’s father left his wife and toddler son, and from the age of 10, Obama was raised by 
his white paternal grandparents. Kaepernick’s biological father abandoned his pregnant mother, 
who put him up for adoption. Kaepernick was adopted by a white couple. A standout athlete in 
basketball, baseball and football, Kaepernick chose to pursue football, making it all the way to the 
NFL as a quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers, one of the most storied franchises.
 A blessed life, no? Well, apparently not.
 Kaepernick, to show solidarity with the Black Lives Matter movement and to make a stand 
against “oppression,” has chosen not to stand for the national anthem. He said that officers who 
committed “murder” have been placed on administrative leave.
 The first problem with Kaepernick’s “protest” is that the Black Lives Matter movement, 
launched after the death of black suspect Michael Brown of Ferguson, Missouri, is based on a 
lie. Contrary to the story told by the lying friend who was with Brown when he was killed by an 
officer, Brown did not have his hands up and did not say, “Don’t shoot.” Both the grand jury and 
Department of Justice investigation found that the officer who shot Brown acted lawfully and had 
reasonable fear for his life.
 Still, a “movement” was launched.
 According to the Centers for Disease Control, police officer killings of blacks are down 75 
percent over the last 47 years. Compared with blacks, twice as many whites are killed by cops. True, 
blacks represent about 25 percent of those shot by the police, and the black population is just 13 
percent, but this has to do with higher rates of offending.
 Men and women of all colors, ethnicities and races have died for the flag and the national 
anthem that Kaepernick refuses to honor. How many veterans — some wounded — watch or attend 
football games only to see their sacrifice disrespected by Kaepernick? How many soldiers who were 
football fans now lay dead and buried?
 Kaepernick defenders say that he has a First Amendment right to protest the national anthem. 
The First Amendment prohibits government from unduly restricting political speech. The NFL is 
a private organization. The NBA, for example, requires players to stand for the national anthem. 
The NFL does not, leaving it up to the players. Good thing Kaepernick chose football. So, as protests 
go, Kaepernick risks very little. Sure, his popularity has taken a hit, with some fans having taken to 
burning his jersey. But he’s guaranteed millions, no matter what.
 Contrast this “protest” with that of former Major League Baseball player Curt Flood. Nearly 
50 years ago, Flood, a black player, courageously challenged baseball’s infamous “reserve clause” 
that tied a player to a team until the team no longer wanted that player. Flood’s team traded him, 
and he refused to go, arguing that he was not “a piece of property to be bought or sold” by his team 
with no say-so.
 Flood fought all the way to the Supreme Court, before eventually losing. Flood became a league 
pariah and even, for a time, engendered the animosity of baseball fans. He career was effectively 
over as a result of the years-long losing fight. But his protest forced the MLB (followed by national 
league football, hockey and basketball) into granting players free agency, which led directly to the 
rich contracts today’s professional athletes, like Colin Kaepernick, enjoy.
 One might think that an athlete like Kaepernick, not long ago fined for calling an opposing 
player the N-word, would be a tad reluctant to blast America for its alleged racism and oppression. 
But this is about America’s racism, not his own. The recent Will Smith movie “Concussion” argues 
that football causes brain damage. As for Kaepernick, it might well be a case of early onset.
 
 (Larry Elder is a best-selling author and radio talk-show host.) - Creators

Save Porter Ranch 
Fundraiser

Whole Foods Market in Porter Ranch recently partnered with Save 
Porter Ranch and donated 5% of all their sales for that day, raising 
$2,813.10. The funds will be used towards ongoing efforts to keep 

Porter Ranch and the surrounding neighborhoods safe from gas and oil well 
dangers, such as lobbying for key legislation. In addition, the funds will be used to 
conduct their education and outreach programs, such as the Door to Door Program. 
Volunteers knocked on doors in their communities, educated and engaged, and 
conducted a health survey.
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ThisThis  exciting, informative evening will  introduce families to  exciting, informative evening will  introduce families to 
more than 45 independent schools in and around Los Angelesmore than 45 independent schools in and around Los Angeles .. 

Wednesday, September 14, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Los Angeles Area IndepLos Angeles Area Indep endent Elementary Schoolendent Elementary School 

Fall Kindergarten Fair 2016  

 

Hosted by:  Beth Hillel Day School 
12326 Riverside Drive 

Valley Village, CA 91607 
 (818) 763-8303 (no RSVP required) 

ll osangelesindependentschools.orgosangelesindependentschools.org   
    

Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School  
Adat Ari El  
Berkeley Hall School   
Beth Hillel Day School  
Brawerman Elementary School of Wilshire  
 Blvd. Temple 
Brentwood School  
The Buckley School  
Calvary Christian School 
Campbell Hall 
Carlthorp School  
The Center for Early Education 
Chatsworth Hills Academy   
Children's Community School 
The Country School   
Crossroads School for Arts & Sciences  
Curtis School  
Echo Horizon School   
Hollywood Schoolhouse  
Ilan Ramon Day School  
John Thomas Dye School  
Kadima Day School  
Laurence School  
Los Encinos School  
Mirman School  
New Roads Elementary School 

 

Pilgrim School  
PS1 Pluralistic School  
The Oaks School  
Oakwood School  
Rabbi Jacob Pressman Academy of Temple       
 Beth Am   
Seven Arrows Elementary School  
Sierra Canyon  
Sinai Akiba Academy 
St. James' Episcopal School  
St. Matthew's Parish School 
Temple Israel of Hollywood 
Turning Point School  
Valley Beth Shalom Day School 
Viewpoint School  
Village School  
The Wesley School 
Westerly School  
Westland School  
Westside Neighborhood School 
Westside Waldorf School   
Wildwood School 
The Willows Community School  
Wise School 
The Independent School Alliance for    
 Minority Affairs 
 

The End of 
Mahmoud Abbas

In Hamas 
Takeover, No 

Middle-East Peace
By Caroline B. Glick

L ike it or not, the day is fast approaching when 
the Palestinian Authority we have known for 
the past 22 years will cease to exist.

 PA leader Mahmoud Abbas’s US-trained 
Palestinian security forces have lost control over 
the Palestinians cities in Judea and Samaria. His 
EU- and US-funded bureaucracies are about to 
lose control over the local governments to Hamas. 
And his Fatah militias have turned against him.
 Palestinian affairs experts Pinchas Inbari 
of the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs and 
Khaled Abu Toameh of the Gatestone Institute 
have in recent weeks reported in detail about the 
insurrection of Fatah militias and tribal leaders 
against Abbas’s PA.
 In Nablus, Fatah terrorist cells are in open 
rebellion against PA security forces. Since August 
18, Fatah cells have repeatedly engaged PA forces 
in lethal exchanges, and according to Inbari, the 
town is now in a state of “total anarchy.”
 In Hebron, tribal leaders, more or less 
dormant for the past 20 years, are regenerating 
a tribal alliance as a means of bypassing the PA, 
which no longer represents them. Their first 
major action to date was to send a delegation 
of tribal leaders to meet with King Abdullah of 
Jordan.
 Even in Ramallah, the seat of Abbas’s power, 
the PA is losing ground to EU-funded NGOs that 
seek to limit the PA’s economic control over the 
groups and their operations.
 All of this fighting and maneuvering is taking 
place against the backdrop of the encroaching PA 
municipal elections, scheduled for October 8.
 Hamas is widely expected to win control 
over most of the local governments in Judea 
and Samaria. Hamas’s coming takeover of the 
municipalities is likely playing a role in decisions 
by Fatah terrorist cells to reject the authority 
of the PA. Many of those cells can be expected 
to transfer their allegiance to Hamas once the 
terrorist group wins the elections.
 Given his Fatah party’s looming electoral de-
feat, more and more PA functionaries are wonder-
ing why Abbas doesn’t use the growing anarchy 
in Palestinian cities as a reason to cancel them.
 Without a doubt, Israel’s willingness to 
let Abbas fall is in part a function of the wider 
Arab world’s increased indifference to, if not 
disgust with the Palestinians. As MEMRI has 
documented, the Arab media is registering 
growing impatience with PA spokespeople. 
Arab commentators have harshly criticized PA 
functionaries who continue to insist their conflict 
with Israel is the most pressing issue on the pan-
Arab agenda.
 The disintegration of Syria, Iraq, Yemen 
and Libya and the rise of Iran as a mortal 
threat, along with Israel’s growing importance 
as an ally to Sunni Arab regimes have made the 
Palestinian cause look downright offensive to 
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Sierra Canyon
Football Update

By David Powell, For the Valley Voice

Beginning in late July members of the Sierra Canyon football team spent time in the 
weight room, the film room, and on the practice field preparing for the upcoming season.  
The expectations for this season are high following the Trailblazers success in 2015.  As 

winners of the CIF-SS title (their second title in the past five years) and making it to the state 
finals (where they lost by one point), the bar has been elevated for the 2016 season.  Many 
players from the championship team are now seniors and in leadership roles.  Joining them are 
underclassmen, many with game experience.  The offensive line is very young and will probably 
start three sophomores, a junior, and a senior.
 The offensive line is responsible for protecting the quarterback as well as opening holes on 
running plays.  Anchoring the line is six foot four inch, 260 pound senior Kanan Ray.  Kanan 
was recently named to the Max Preps preseason All-American team.  Kanan has committed to 
play for UCLA after graduation from Sierra Canyon.  In my brief interview, Kanan was soft 
spoken and humble.  When asked what he has learned from competing in sports he answered, 
“discipline, such as being on time or early as well as qualities that will make me a better man 
and show good manners.”
 At quarterback is Niko Harris, a six foot two inch senior who has committed to UC Davis.  
Niko is a dual threat with passing and running abilities.  As a starter last year he enters this 
season with game experience.  In leading the Trailblazers last year, his stats were impressive – 
47 touchdown passes with only six interceptions and gaining 6 ½ yards per carry running the 
ball.  Adding to his passing and running skills, Niko also handles kicking duties, including kick 
off (most into the end zone for touchbacks), field goals, and extra points after touchdowns.  Niko 
says that “being a part of the football team is very important and allows me to be myself and 
the team is my second family.”  When not passing or running the ball, Niko is seen handing off 
to his talented running backs.
 Senior running back Bobby Cole is an integral part of the Trailblazers potent offense.  As 
a junior Bobby rushed for almost 2500 yards and scored 29 touchdowns in the high powered 
offense.  He also scored seven additional touchdowns on pass receptions.  Having had an 
outstanding year in 2015, he is looking forward to an even better 2016 season.  Bobby related 
that as one of the senior leaders on the team, it is important to inspire a work ethic for the 
younger teammates.  In my interview with Bobby prior to practice he stressed the importance 
of discipline and being strong (as a person) to succeed in sports, academics, and life.  The 
running back went on and stated, “I go into everything with a full head of steam and give one 
hundred percent effort.  Because Sierra Canyon has strong academics I had a wake-up call 
when I started at the school.  To succeed I needed to manage my time and balance sports with 
school work.”  Also mentioned were the coaches who “push us to be the best players and people 
possible.”
 Head football coach Jon Ellinghouse has his team off to a good start this season.  Their 
first game of 2016 was an away game versus Orem High School (Utah).  This was the first 
time a Trailblazer team had left California for a game.  It was a tiring 650 mile bus trip of over 
thirteen hours.  The final results made for a happy and joyful trip home.  The junior varsity 
team prevailed in their game (20-7), with the varsity winning their game by a score of 30-20.  
Playing at an altitude of about 4200 feet can be a challenge for the uninitiated (Los Angeles area 
teams), but the preseason practice and conditioning overcame that obstacle.  Coach Ellinghouse 
has said his coaching philosophy is “we strive for excellence and balance great academics and 
athletics.  We also look to improve each game we play.”
 Playing the following week, the Trailblazers again had an away game.  This trip was a 
little shorter – to Pacific Palisades to compete against Palisades Charter High School.  Both 
Kanan Ray and Bobby Cole were held out of the game to rest and recover from minor injuries.  
The final score (36-0) was the result of five touchdowns, one missed extra point, and a safety.  All 
the scoring took place in the first half.  The second half was played with a running clock, with 
most of the Sierra Canyon starters seeing limited action.
 At 2-0, the Trailblazers are off to a blazing start again this season.

(EDITOR'S NOTE)  Sierra Canyon defeated Buena High School, 
Ventura, Sept. 2, by a score of  22-14. Star quarterback Niko Harris 
injured a knee early in the game, and was scheduled for an MRI as 
we went to press. He is featured in the photo above, in their earlier 
victory over Pacific Palisades High School.

A Message for the Snowflakes on Campus
By Bernard Goldberg

Something dramatic just happened in the world of academia. A dean at a major American univer-
sity has unapologetically come out for free speech and pretty much told new students on campus 
that they’re in college now, not kindergarten.

 Okay, that may be not be exactly what he said, but there’s no mistaking the message from John 
Ellison, dean of students at the University of Chicago to incoming freshmen: Grow up children. You 
won’t melt, you sensitive little snowflakes, if you come into a contact with an opinion or an idea you 
don’t agree with.
 Here’s how Ellison put it in a letter to new students arriving on campus: “Our commitment to 
academic freedom means that we do not support so-called trigger warnings, we do not cancel invited 
speakers because their topics might be controversial, and we do not condone the creation of intellec-
tual safe spaces’ where individuals can retreat from ideas and perspective at odds with their own.”
 Three cheers for Mr. Ellison and the University of Chicago!
 The message, of course, is a not-so-subtle shot across the bow of campus political correctness, a 
place where students revolt when a speaker with unacceptable views almost always conservative — is 
invited on campus or where the hyper-sensitive little darlings say they feel unsafe if someone wears a 
Halloween costume they don’t like — like at Yale last year.
 “Members of our community are encouraged to speak, write, listen, challenge and learn, without 
fear of censorship,” Dean Ellison wrote.
 It’s ironic that so many liberals on campus are advocating for censorship since they’re the ones who 
think that those dreaded conservatives are the ones who are close-minded. A study last year by the 
Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA found that roughly 71 percent of freshmen said they 
agreed with the statement that, “colleges should prohibit racist/sexist speech on campus.”
 Of course, the liberal authoritarians are the ones who want to decide what’s racist and what’s 
sexist. What if you’re against affirmative action on campus? Is that “racist speech”? What if you’re 
against the liberal version of feminism? Is that sexist?
 Back in the late 90s a gay student activist at UCLA said, “I often have to struggle with right and 
wrong because I am a strong believer in free speech. Opinions are protected under the First Amend-
ment, but when negative opinions come out of a person’s fist, mouth, or pen to intentionally hurt oth-
ers, that’s when their opinions should no longer be protected.”
 No, he is not “a strong believer in free speech.” What comes out of a person’s fist is not the same as 
what comes out of his mouth or pen. Like many liberals he has no real idea what free speech is about 
“ not if he believes that speech that hurts others “should no longer be protected.”
 That was almost 20 years ago and things have only gotten worse. This past March, when some stu-
dents at Emory University in Atlanta wrote “Trump 2016” in chalk on the sidewalk — oh, the horror! — 
the snowflakes on campus were terrorized. One of them said, “I’m supposed to feel comfortable and safe 
[on campus]. But this man is being supported by students on our campus and our administration shows 
that they, by their silence, support it as well. I don’t deserve to feel afraid at my school,” she added.
 Afraid? Because some kids on campus support Donald Trump? That makes a college aged woman 
feel unsafe?
 It’s no secret that academia is a liberal institution. Progressives run the place just about every-
where. A few years ago Condoleezza Rice was supposed to get an honorary degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity, my alma mater. That was intolerable to some students and professors on the “open-minded” 
left who cited her role in the decision to invade Iraq as their reason for not wanting her at the gradua-
tion ceremony. Rather than become a distraction, she graciously disinvited herself.
 Human-rights activist Ayaan Hirsi Ali was invited to speak at Brandeis University but protestors 
made sure that didn’t happen either. They didn’t like her criticism of radical Islam. A few months ago 
Wall Street Journal contributing columnist Jason Riley was invited by conservative students to speak 
at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill — but only after the invitation was sent around to 
liberal groups on campus for their OK. That prompted a column in which Riley wrote that, “We’ve 
reached a point where conservatives must have their campus speakers pre-approved by left-wing pres-
sure groups. If progressives aren’t already in absolute control of academia, they’re pretty close.”

 - Jewish World Review 

Photo by David Powell
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Why Do People Still
Donate to Universities?

By Dennis Prager

T here was rare good news when The New York Times published a front-page article headlined, “College Students Pro-
test, Alumni’s Fondness Fades and Checks Shrink.”
 According to The Times, some college alumni are awakening to the fact that their beloved alma maters are nothing 

like the decent, open, tolerant, committed-to-learning places they remember. Rather, nearly every college and university in 
America has become the least open, the least tolerant, the most hate-filled and the most anti-American (and, of course, anti-
Israel) mainstream institution in America.
 As stated in the article: “Alumni from a range of generations say they are baffled by today’s college culture. Among their 
laments: Students are too wrapped up in racial and identity politics.”
 Let’s put it more starkly. Colleges are America’s preeminent racist institutions. They encourage, for example, black dorms 
and black graduations; and they foment minority hatred of whites (through “white privilege” indoctrination seminars, ethnic 
studies courses, black studies courses, etc.).
 Additionally, college students “are allowed to take too many frivolous courses.”
 College students graduate without taking any courses that elevate their intellect or character — which was the original 
purpose of universities. You can get a bachelor’s degree in English from UCLA without reading a Shakespeare play.
 Most college graduates are taught to see the great men who founded America not only as not great but also as bad. After 
all, they were white, male and affluent. And some were slaveholders.

      *  *  *
 “University administrations,” The Times says, “have been too meek in addressing protesters whose messages have seemed 
to fly in the face of free speech.”
 Meek? College administrators give new meaning to the word. With precious few exceptions, they have no principle except 
keeping their job.
 That it took these alumni so many years to realize how destructive their beloved colleges have become is as unpleasant a 
surprise as The New York Times publishing this piece was a pleasant surprise.
 The Times quotes Scott MacConnell, an alumnus of Amherst College:
 “’As an alumnus of the college, I feel that I have been lied to, patronized and basically dismissed as an old, white bigot who 
is insensitive to the needs and feelings of the current college community,’ Mr. MacConnell, 77, wrote in a letter to the college’s 
alumni fund in December, when he first warned that he was reducing his support to the college to a token $5.”
 Yale now competes with Brown University and similar left-wing institutions in embracing students who employ fascist 
tactics, such as taking over deans’ offices and shouting down conservative speakers.
 But this reduction in giving probably won’t matter much. Yale has an endowment of over 25 billion dollars. It can easily 
afford to have contempt for alumni, for it knows that most alumni would continue to give if the university announced that it 
would not admit anyone who believes that God created the universe.
 Wealthy fools will continue to give money to Yale and all the other left-wing seminaries still known (inaccurately) as 
universities. There is no group that better embodies the famous statement attributed to Vladimir Lenin: “The capitalists will 
sell us the rope with which to hang them.”
 Can you name a more moronic group than wealthy capitalists who give tens of millions of dollars to universities so they can 
teach students that capitalism is evil?
 It is, of course, understandable why leftists give so much money to universities. But why do non-leftists?
 Here are two key reasons:
 First, and most importantly, it makes them feel good about themselves. Universities are the world’s secular temples. Long 
ago, wealthy Americans gave to their churches, whereas they now give to universities.
 Second, many of the very wealthy are savants — people who are brilliant at making a lot of money, but not at much else. 
And there is no connection between wealth and wisdom. There are Silicon Valley and Hollywood billionaires who have less 
wisdom than many seniors at Christian high schools.
 So, here’s my advice to wealthy individuals who love America and do not wish to undermine the Judeo-Christian and 
classical liberal values on which it is built:
 Give to medical research. And if you give to a college, give to one that actually venerates America and the life of the mind. Or 
give to causes that are attempting to undo the damage of the universities. Examples include the Young America’s Foundation, 
YAF, the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, ISI, the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, FIRE, and Prager University 
(which has had over 100 million views just this year, the largest single group of viewers being young people under 35).
 But if you love America, among the worst things you can do is contribute to 95 percent of the country’s universities. 
America would better off if you burned that money.       © 2016 Creators Syndicate

(Continued from page 1) 
The negative responses:
 1.  “We should not give the 2-acres in question back to 
Shapell. We could sell it and use the money for all of Porter 
Ranch,” a speaker said.
 2.  Another added, “I’d rather look at dirt than have the  
 wrong thing.”
 3.  “We want to see new EIR’s (Environmental Impact 
Regulations)” was a frequent request.
 4.  “It will create worse traffic on Rinaldi.”
 5.  “Are we rushing,” one asked.
 6.  “It should all be solar, not just a smaller portion.”
 7.  “Signage should not be neon (It will not be, said the  
 city  later)
Newly installed president of the PRNC presented the most 
objections:

1.  Worried about peripheral issues.
2. “How do we know if the restaurants would be 
upscale?”
3.  Would we have “another” Wal-Mart problem?
4.  Wants to see the signed leases.
5.  “More traffic brings more gas emissions.”

EDITOR’S NOTE
In reviewing the future of the Village for 10 years, the Valley Voice 
concludes:
 Because property rights are a necessity if all Porter Ranch 
and our neighbors live together, it follows they must be respected in 
every area of one’s life, including land development. Humans must 
develop land; we cannot live, as the ENVIRONMENTALISTS 
insist we do, in the world “as it is” without creating the homes, 
buildings, roads, shopping centers, we need in order to live. But 
these must be built with total respect for everyone’s rights. 
- The Valley Voice

Final Approval Expected
Proposed PR “Village”
Gets Planning Panel OK

large swaths of the Arab world.
 Part of Israel’s willingness to let Abbas fall also owes 
to its inevitability. Once Hamas wins the elections and 
takes control over the local governments, Abbas’s already 
weakened position will become unsustainable. As is already 
happening in towns and villages throughout the areas, 
Fatah cells will transfer their allegiance to Hamas. The 
areas will become Balkanized and radicalized still further.
 Confrontation between Israel and the Hamas-controlled 
Palestinians in Judea and Samaria is inevitable.
 Moreover, this process will likely be rapid. Just as Hamas’s 
complete takeover of Gaza from Fatah forces happened 
seemingly overnight in June 2007, so its seizure of control 
over Judea and Samaria will happen in the blink of an eye.
 Many Westerners, Israeli leftists and PA functionaries 
hope that some deus ex machina will fall from the sky at the 
last minute and cancel the elections.
 But even if that happens, the underlying reality in 
which Abbas is rapidly losing all semblance of control over 
events in Judea and Samaria will not be reversed. Abbas 
has incited the Palestinians to the point where they reject 
not only Israel, but Abbas and the PA.
 Last month, the left-leaning Israeli Democracy 
Institute released the results of its joint survey with the 
Palestinian Center for Policy Survey Research regarding 
levels of support for a two-state solution.
 The same formula that “everyone who is anyone” 
agrees on assumes that the Palestinian state will be 
demilitarized and that Israel will accept around a hundred 
thousand Palestinians who were displaced in 1949 as 
citizens in a token acceptance of the Palestinian demand 
for a so-called “right of return” of the descendants of 
Arabs who left Israel in 1948-9.
 The poll showed that this plan is a nonstarter for the 
majority of Palestinians and Israelis. Only 46 percent of Israelis 
accept the formula and a mere 39% of Palestinians do.
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Middle-East Peace
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LOCAL Events

SPONSORED

Measure M – 
a 1% sales Tax Hike?

attorneys for a coalition of seven Los Angeles County cities filed a request for an accelerated 
hearing on a lawsuit filed on behalf of taxpayers concerning the ballot language for Measure M, 
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s proposed half-cent county sales tax ballot action.

 The Los Angeles Superior Court petition filed by the cities of Carson, Commerce, Norwalk, Torrance, 
Santa Fe Springs, Ranchos Palos Verdes and Signal Hill alleges that the ballot label for Measure M is 
misleading and does not include the actual 1 percent total rate of the tax to be imposed.
 The petitioners also say that the ballot label for Measure M does not state that the proposed tax is 
permanent.
 Measure M opponents say that the ballot measure leads voters to believe that there will be an 
equal distribution of projects, according to the petitioning cities. In reality, projects in the western and 
northern of the regions of the county will take priority, while southern Los Angeles County regions will 
not see any benefits until 2039-2040, the petitioners say.
 The group is asking a judge in a suit filed to correct what they maintain are numerous inaccuracies, 
misstatements and misrepresentations by amending the ballot label so that voters can cast an informed vote.
 ``The public deserves, and the law requires, a transparent, accurate description of tax Measure M, 
including spending priorities,’’ said G. Ross Trindle, the lead attorney for the petitioning cities.
 Measure M ̀ `does not meet the simple test of fairness and equity,’’ said Carson Mayor Albert Robles. 
``But you wouldn’t know that from its current description. If Measure M passes, taxpayers in about 50 
communities, representing at least 2 million residents, will be paying for Measure M forever, but won’t 
see any traffic relief on their freeways and roads for decades down the line.’’

CD12 Community Service Center
 Councilman Mitchell Englander’s office is now taking reservations 
for community members to meet one-on-one with representatives of 
Department of Building and Safety on Tuesday, September 6, 1:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm. Meetings are by appointment only. The Center is located at 
9207 Oakdale Ave., Second Floor, in Chatsworth. To RSVP and for more 
information, call (818) 882-1212.

CSUN Day of Service
 Join California State University, Northridge students for their 
Matadors Day of Service on Saturday, September 10, 8:00 am to 12:00 
pm at the Bayramian Lawn, 18111 Nordhoff Street. This day will focus on 
beautifying the neighborhoods surrounding the university and bringing 
the staff and students together with the community. For more information, 
call (818) 677-5111.

Sunshine Canyon Landfill Hearing
 The Hearing Board of the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD) will hold a public hearing on Saturday, September 
10, 9:00 am at Valley Academy of Arts and Sciences Multipurpose Room, 
10445 Balboa Blvd. in Granada Hills to consider the issuance of an Order 
for Abatement addressing odors from the Sunshine Canyon Landfill. This 
legal proceeding is open to the public. You may present oral or written 
testimony. The District webpage dedicated to the Sunshine Canyon 
Landfill Facility can be accessed at www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/
compliance/sunshine-canyon-landfill/order-for-abatement. For more 
information, please contact the Public Advisor at 909-396-2432 or email 
at publicadvisor@aqmd.gov.

City of Angels Community Choirs
 The City of Angels Children’s Chorus and Master Chorale invites 
singers ages 6 and up to come and enjoy a diverse musical experience. The 
City of Angel’s Community Choirs is an innovative new Center for the 
Choral Arts right here in the San Fernando Valley dedicated to enhancing 
the musical life of both child and adult singers. For more information call 
(818) 437- 5854 or go to www.coacc.net.
Chatsworth Veteran Center
 The Chatsworth Veteran Center is hosting a National Day of service 
and Remembrance on Friday, September 9, 9:00 am to 11:00 am in honor 
of September 11th.  The center is located at 20946 Devonshire St., STE 
101. For more information and to RSVP, call (818)576-0201.

Operation Gratitude
 In memory of the 15th Anniversary of the attacks of September 11, 
2001, and in Honor of our nation’s First Responders, Operation Gratitude 
invites volunteers of all ages to join the First Responder Appreciation 
Assembly Day on Sunday, September 11, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at 21100 
Lassen St. in Chatsworth. For more information and to RSVP, visit www.
operationgratitude.com/9-11.

Learn to Square Dance
 The farmers and Charmers Square Dance Club is having an open 
enrollment to learn our American heritage folk dance, Square Dance. For 
further information, call Terry Parks at 818-996-0974 or stop by 8956 
Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. 

YMCA Adventure Guide Club
 The North Valley Family YMCA Adventure Guide Club Rush will 
be on Wednesday, September 14, 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm at 11336 Corbin 
Ave. This Parent-Child program is all about sharing experiences that 
lead to closer relationships. The event is free and will have pizza, Kona 
Ice, and craft projects for the whole family. Typical outings throughout 
the year include: Beach Day, Bowling, Camp Fox & Camp Whittle (Big 
Bear), Ice Skating, Family Hike and more. For more information, call 
(818) 368-3231.

Granada Hills Library Book Sale
 The Friends of the Granada Hills Library will host a two-day used 
book sale on Friday, September 16, 9:30 am to 5:00 pm and Saturday, 
September 17, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm. Prices for most books will range from 
25 cents to one dollar and all proceeds will benefit the library. The library 
is located at 10640 Petit Ave. For more information, call (818) 368-5687.

CSUN Constitution Day
 California State University, Northridge is honoring Constitution 
day with a talk by CSUN history professor James Sefton and John Evans, 
associate professor of political science at the University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Clair on Saturday, September 17, 8:30 am to 10:30 am. They’ll discuss 
the Advice and Consent role of the Senate. This event is free and includes 
continental breakfast. The event will take place at CSUN University Club – 
Orange Grove Bistro, located at 18111 Nordhoff St. For more information 
or to RSVP email melaine.pemberton@csun.edu or call (818) 677-7131.

Free Movie Matinee
 The Chatsworth Library is hosting a free showing of “The Man Who Knew Infinity,” on 
Thursday, September 22, 1:30 pm at 21052 Devonshire St. The movie is sponsored by the Friends 
of the Chatsworth Library. All are invited to join. Light refreshments will be available. For more 
information call (818) 341-4276 or go to laplchatsworthfriends.org.

Valley Economic Alliance Hackathon
 The Valley Economic Alliance is hosting a Valley Hackathon on Friday, September 23, 9:00 am 
to 5:00 pm at California State University, Northridge – Grand Salon located at 18111 Nordhoff St. 
This event is a technology focused competition where teams of valley high school and college students 
come together to create solutions to a challenge and present their ideas to a panel of judges for a 
chance to win prizes. For more information, email emailaamirkhanian@economicalliance.org or go 
to www.thevalley.net.

Seated Yoga
 The Chatsworth Library holds a seated yoga class every Wednesday at 10:30 AM. Remember to 
bring a water bottle and to dress comfortably. This event is free for all to join. The library is located 
at 21052 Devonshire St. For more information call (818) 341-4276.

LADOT Jacket Drive for the Homeless
 Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) employees are hosting a jacket drive for 
the homeless. Winter is just around the corner, and LADOT is again asking for your help, to ensure 
that those less fortunate are provided a warm jacket when the colder weather is upon us. The goal 
this year is to distribute at least 1000 jackets to the homeless and raise about $7,000.  To donate, 
please visit one of the following websites: https://transformingalife.org/ or https://www.gofundme.
com/2jh3bbbr. 

Oakridge Estate Tours
 Have you ever been curious about the large home with the stone facade on Devonshire just west 
of Reseda? The Friends of Oakridge, in conjunction with Councilmember Mitchell Englander and 
the City of Los Angeles Recreation and Parks Department, is now offering tours of this historic gem. 
On a docent led tour, community members can hear the stories of the Oakridge Estate and learn 
everything from architect Paul R. Williams and Barbara Stanwyck collaborating to build a 6000 
square foot home in 1937 on a Northridge hilltop to Jack Oakie purchasing the house in 1941, where 
it remained the Oakie family home for over six decades. Tours will be available every third Saturday 
of the month. For more information and to RSVP for a tour, go to www.TheOakridgeEstate.org. 
Reservations are required and ticketing is limited.

CD 12 Drive-In Movie Night
 Join Councilmember Mitchell 
Englander and the Council District 12 
community as they present the 70’s classic 
film Grease during a throwback drive-in 
movie experience on Saturday, October 1, at 
Shadow Ranch Park, 22633 Vanowen St. in 
West Hills. Gates open: 4:30 pm, Food and 
Fun: 4:45 pm and movie will begin at sunset. 
Admission is free. For more information 
and to RSVP, email Councilmember.
Englander@lacity.org.

Deadline for Non-Profits   
Please submit very brief local events, space is 
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. 
Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@
hotmail.com. No faxes, phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator
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www.AshleyHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980   

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420 

MURRIETA
25125 Madison Ave, 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
951-894-7988

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales Associates

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

labor day
event

HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 5TH

AT 9PM!

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, 
#1 IN AMERICA, 
47 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE 
YOU!

‡‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, 
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge 
Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may 
occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a 
seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating 
areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2016 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date:September 6, 2016.. Expires: September 12, 2016.

††Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on 
the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 18 or 6 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional 
balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged 
on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may 
be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders 
should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. ‡Monthly payment shown is equal to the purchase price, excluding taxes and 
delivery, divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded to the next highest whole dollar, and only applies to the selected financing option shown. If you make your payments by the due date each month, the monthly payment shown should allow you to pay 
off this purchase within the promo period if this balance is the only balance on your account during the promo period. If you have other balances on your account, this monthly payment will be added to the minimum payment applicable to those balances.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

HOT BUY!
Tibbee
3 Piece Room Group
Includes sofa, loveseat 
and chaise.
was $172997

NOW ONLY

$69999
ALL 

3 PIECES ONE 
LOW PRICE!

EXTENDED!

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 9/6/2016 to 
9/12/2016. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date 
if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 18 months. Minimum 
monthly payments required. ††See below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card made 9/6/2016 
to 9/12/2016. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase 
date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 6 months. 
Minimum monthly payments required. ††See below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 9/6/2016 
to 9/12/2016. Equal monthly payments required for 36 months. Ashley 
HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and 
delivery charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 9/6/2016 
to 9/12/2016. Equal monthly payments required for 72 months. Ashley 
HomeStore does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery 
charges are due at time of purchase. *See below for details.


